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KUWAITI CITIZENS REQUIRED TO SHOW PASSPORTS AT BORDER CROSSINGS

Civil ID not valid for GCC travel

Restriction in place until passport withdrawal certificate issued

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

This restriction remains in place until the holder of a withdrawn passport obtains a certificate of withdrawal,
which takes a maximum of two weeks to be issued.

According to security sources, the new decision has been implemented at all border crossing points. As a result,

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Ministry of Interior has issued a warning regarding the use
of civil ID cards for traveling to and from Kuwait, stressing that it is prohibited to use
the civil ID as a travel document between Kuwait and Gulf countries if the passport is
invalid, lost, or withdrawn.

no male or female citizen will be allowed to leave the country using a civil ID card, especially if their passport is
valid and has not been withdrawn or lost.

According to Article 1 of the ministerial resolution No. 2646/2024, the Kuwaiti civil ID card is considered a transit docu-
ment that can replace the passport when traveling between Kuwait and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, in-
cluding Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates.

PM Diwan photo
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah presides over the weekly Cabinet meeting on Wednesday.

100 GB land corridor

Kuwait-Europe connectivity
gets upgrade with Irag route

KUWAITCITY,Jan 8, (KUNA):
Communication and Information
Technology Regulatory Author-
ity (CITRA) announced launch-
ing a new international corridor
that connects Europe with the
Gulf “Iraq route”, in partnership
with Zajil Telecom.

In a statement to KUNA on
Wednesday, the authority said
that the new route provides a full
land alternative to marine route
for faster connection, as marine
routes service gets affected by
maintenance work.

The cable has a capacity of
100 GB, which will be a trusted
option for big companies and
international service providers,
the authority said, adding that
it will allow a faster and safer
transferring  of  information

from Kuwait to Europe, passing
through Iraq.

On his part, the authority’s
acting president Abdullah Al-
Ajmi said the “Iraq route” will
enhance Kuwait’s image as a
regional pioneer in safe digital
communication and will also
support developing the country’s
infrastructure and economic
growth.

He noted that local telcommu-
nication companies have already
started using the new land route
to provide faster service to their
clients.

Launching the route was ex-
ecuted in cooperation with the
Iraqi Informatics and Telecom-
munication Public Company
(ITPC), he added.

Combating academic fraud crucial: Minister Al-Jalal

Newswatch

13 face prosecution over forged certificates

BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Ab-
dullatif Rashid received cre-
dentials of Kuwaiti ambassador

By Abdulrahman Al-Shimmari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, Dr. Nader Al-Jalal, has approved
the recommendations of the Ministry’s Legal Affairs Sector
and initiated legal actions by referring 13 cases to the Public

Minister Al-Jalal emphasized that combating academic
fraud is a critical responsibility towards the country and its
citizens.

He reaffirmed his commitment to upholding academic in-
tegrity, ensuring that those involved in such crimes will face
legal consequences.

Al-Jalal vowed to continue strengthening Kuwait’s edu-

Hasan Zaman on Tuesday.

In a statement to KUNA, Am-
bassador Zaman conveyed greet-
ings of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8, (KUNA): The
First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Defense and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah held talks
here on Wednesday with the visiting Turk-
ish Chief of the General Staff General Me-
tin Gurak on means of boosting military

Kuwalt, Turkiye forge path
to deeper military alliances

cooperation between Kuwait and Turkiye.

The Kuwaiti Ministry of Defense said
in a statement Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef
received Gen. Gurak and his accompa-
nying delegation at Bayan Palace during

Continued on Page 5

Prosecution.

These individuals were found to have submitted false or
forged academic certificates in an attempt to obtain certifi-

cate equivalence.

Day by Day

A LARGE number of doc-
tors have voiced their
strong rejection of the
new controversial finger-
print program, which is

allegedly linked to Eu-
ropean countries, and
raised concerns about

privacy violations. They
claim that the system al-
lows the fingerprint tracker
and those responsible for
it to potentially track an
employee’s location after
working hours and even
access their personal pho-
tographs.

This raises an important
question: Who stands to
benefit from causing such
disruption among doctors
and infringing on their pri-
vacy? Does the country
really need a new crisis
especially in such an im-
portant sector?

... Yet tomorrow is an-
other day.

Zahed Matar

Jean-Marie Le Pen,
founder of France’s
| far-right dies

stc focuses on
enhancing emplo-
yee experience
through culture
transformation
initiatives
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cational system and fostering a society built on knowledge,
creativity, and efficiency.

Continued on Page 5
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Kuwait’'s new tax law changes
game for real estate investors

By Iman Abdulrahman Al-Hashash
Real Estate Legal Consultant

ith Kuwait’s new tax law for

multinational companies com-
ing into effect this month, significant
questions arise regarding its impact
on various sectors, particularly real
estate -- a cornerstone of the Kuwaiti
economy.

The law imposes a 15 percent tax
on profits for companies with revenues
exceeding 750 million eu-
ros, potentially reshaping
the real estate and economic
landscape.

The real estate sector
comprises a substantial share
of multinational investments
in Kuwait. These invest-
ments include ownership of
commercial and investment
properties, as well as rev-
enues from rentals and sales.

Under the new tax regime,
revenues from these real
estate assets will now be subject to
taxation, posing both challenges and
opportunities.

The following are the key chal-
lenges:

Increased Operating Costs -- Real
estate-reliant companies will experi-
ence higher costs due to the added tax
burden on revenues, reducing net prof-
its. This may necessitate a reevalua-
tion of their financial and investment
strategies.

Caution in Future Investments --
Multinational companies may adopt a
more cautious approach to acquiring
new properties in Kuwait. Lower post-
tax returns could drive them to explore
alternative markets or sectors.

Potential Decline in Real Estate
Prices -- If companies offload real
estate assets to mitigate their tax ex-
posure, the increased market supply
could push down property prices, par-
ticularly in the commercial and invest-
ment segments.

The following are the potential op-
portunities:

Enhanced Transparency -- The

Al-Hashash

new tax framework mandates detailed
reporting on assets and revenues,
fostering transparency. This could
strengthen investor confidence and
improve the real estate investment en-
vironment.

Boost for Local Competition -- A
potential scaling down of multination-
al activities may provide local com-
panies with an opportunity to expand
their footprint in the real estate market.

Investment  Opportu-
nities for Local Players
-- The divestment of assets
by multinational firms could
present attractive opportuni-
ties for local investors and
real estate funds to acquire
prime properties at competi-
tive prices.

Adapting to Challenges:
Innovative Strategies

Restructuring  Owner-
ship -- Multinational cor-
porations may mitigate the
tax impact by transferring
property ownership to local entities
or forming partnerships with Kuwaiti
investors.

Investment Diversification -
Companies could shift focus toward
less tax-sensitive sectors, such as tech-
nology or renewable energy, ensuring
more stable returns.

Leveraging Tax Incentives -- Ex-
ploring potential government-offered
tax exemptions or incentives could
provide relief, particularly for invest-
ments in priority sectors.

Kuwait’s new tax law represents a
vital moment for multinational compa-
nies, especially in the real estate sec-
tor. While introducing financial and
operational hurdles, the legislation
also enhances transparency and creates
opportunities for local market players.

Multinational firms must adapt swift-
ly by revising investment strategies, fos-
tering innovation and collaborating with
local stakeholders to maintain compli-
ance while ensuring profitability. For the
Kuwaiti economy, this transformation
may signify a shift toward greater sus-
tainability and competitiveness.

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
and His Highness the Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah to the Iraqi
President. (KUNA)
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WASHINGTON: US warplanes
raided arms depots for the Houthi
militias in Yemen, the US Cen-
tral Command (CENTCOM) de-
clared on Wednesday.

CENTCOM said on its X ac-
count that the forces carried out
multiple accurate strikes target-
ing two underground facilities
for storing conventional weapons
and for the Iran-backed Houthis
in a region under their control in
Yemen.

The Houthi militias had used
ordnance in these warehouses to
attack warships of the US Navy
and Commercial ships in the
South of Red Sea and Aden Gulf,

the statement said, noting that
the US forces suffered neither
injuries nor losses in equipment.
(KUNA)

Ministry of Defense photo

First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense and Minister of Interior during
his meeting with the Turkish Chief of the General Staff.

Caution advised amid severe weather conditions

Rain, fog pose hazards on Kuwait roads

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Ministry of Interior has urged
drivers, road users and beachgoers to exercise caution as
the country braces for scattered rain, occasional thunder-
storms, strong winds, high sea waves and the possibility of
fog, which may reduce visibility in some areas, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

Kuwait’s Meteorological Department forecasted scattered
rain showers, occasionally accompanied by thunderstorms,
to persist until Wednesday evening.

Acting Director of the department, Dhirar Al-Ali, told

Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that the rain is expected
to be accompanied by strong winds reaching speeds of
over 50 kilometers per hour, with waves rising above
six feet.

Al-Ali also noted the possibility of fog forming later in the
evening, which could reduce road visibility in some areas.

The Meteorology Department has issued a warning about
these weather conditions while at the same time encouraging
people to use the MOI operations No 112 during emergency
situations.
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Kuwait skies darken as drivers maneuver through a highway, braving unpredictable weather conditions.



Prayer Timings

Fajr ........ 05:19  Asr.......... 14:47
Sunrise .. 06:44  Maghrib .. 17:06
Zohr....... 11:55 Isha ........ 18:28

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Mild with light to mod-
erate freshening at times north-
westerly wind, with speed of
12-40 km/h and some scattered

clouds will appear.
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Weather
moderate northwesterly wind, Bubyan 17 11
with speed of 12-32 km/h. Jahra 20 13
Station Max Exp  Min Rec galllakaaltfland 13 ]j
Kuwait City 19 12 paimiye
oA Ahmadi 15 09
Kuwait Airport 19 11 Jal Alivah 18 11
Abdaly 20 12 galAlya
Nuwaisib 21 10

By Night: Cold with light to

Crown Prince, PM express commiserations

Amir condoles with Chinese Pres. over Tibet quake victims

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8, (KUNA):
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Me-
shal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
sent a cable of condolences Wednes-
day to Chinese President Xi Jinping,
over the Tibet earthquake victims.
In the cable, His Highness the

Amir expressed condolences to the
victims® families, wishing the in-
jured a speedy recovery.

His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent a cable of condolences
Wednesday to Chinese President Xi

victims.

Jinping, over the Tibet earthquake

In the cable, His Highness the
Crown Prince expressed condolences
to the victims’ families, wishing the
injured a speedy recovery. (pick up

Kuwait PM condoles with Chinese

Pres. over Tibet earthquake victims.

His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolenc-
es Wednesday to Chinese President
Xi Jinping, over the Tibet earth-
quake victims.

Kuwaltis represent 97.7% of staff
In MEW; expat workers tally dips

New water filling station in W. Funaitees on

anvil

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan
8: According to sources
from the Ministry of Elec-
tricity, Water, and Re-
newable Energy revealed,
the ministry recently re-
ferred the tender for the
construction, completion,
and maintenance of a new
water filling plant in West
Funaitees, valued at KD
1.495 million, to the State
Audit Bureau (SAB) for
study and audit.

The ministry is currently
awaiting SAB’s approval to pro-
ceed with the signing of the con-

€as.

tract with the winning contractor.

This new water plant will serve as
an alternative to the existing fresh-
water filling station in Mishref for
handling the long-standing challeng-
es faced in the area.

The project has been part of the
ministry’s plan for several years, and
is aimed at enhancing the provision
of fresh water to the surrounding ar-

The new plant will help in solving
the problems that the area had been
suffering from due to the presence
of the station, particularly given the
high population density in the area.

In another development, recent
statistics from the ministry revealed
that 170 national employees were
hired between January 2024 and
November 2024, which brings the
total number of employees in the
ministry to 35,427, including both
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti staff, up
from 34,395 during the same period

in 2023.

cies.

Kuwaiti employees now represent
97.7 percent of the total workforce,
while the number of non-Kuwaiti
employees has decreased by 42,
from 862 to 820.
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CAPT bans 8 companies: The
Central Agency for Public Tenders
(CAPT) has added eight companies
to its list of those banned from par-
ticipating in tenders issued by CAPT
for ministries and government agen-

The ban decisions vary, with some
companies being barred from par-
ticipation for one or two years, while
others have been deleted from the list
and banned until their disputes with
the relevant authorities are resolved.

According to informed sources,
the reasons for the bans include
some companies’ failure to fulfill
tender requirements, while others

were found to be non-compliant with
contractual obligations.

They affirmed the CAPT’s keen-
ness to enforce the Public Tenders
Law No. 49/2016, particularly the
provisions of Article 85 concerning
penalties for contractors, suppliers,
or service providers. This includes
Clause c, which allows for compa-
nies to be deleted from the register
and barred from participating in ten-
ders for a period not exceeding five
years, or permanently deleted from
the register.

Also, Clause 4 stipulates that any
contracting company that fails to
properly execute a contract or does
not fulfill it as required will be pro-
hibited from entering into subse-
quent tenders until the disputed ten-
der is resolved.

The sources highlighted that
CAPT is required to circulate any
penalties it imposes to the relevant
parties.
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The public draw in progress.

Reserve list of 15 candidates finalized

209 selected In public draw
for officer, sergeant courses

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The public draw
for candidates meeting the registration
and acceptance criteria for the specialized
“Officer and Sergeant” courses concluded
with the selection of 209 applicants out
of 472 eligible individuals, reports Al-
Seyassah daily. Additionally, a reserve
list of 15 applicants was finalized. This
initiative is a collaboration between the
Saad Al-Abdullah Academy for Security
Sciences and the Public Authority for Ap-
plied Education and Training (PAAET).

The Ministry of Interior announced that
the specialized courses include the Offic-
er Agent course, which spans two years
and covers three main specializations:
boat captain, food inspector, and mili-
tary secretary. Training will take place at
PAAET, with an additional semester at
the Police Institute to strengthen security
and practical skills.

Meanwhile, the Sergeant course will
focus on port security and will last one
year. This course also involves training at
PAAET, supplemented by a semester at
the Police Institute.

The Ministry emphasized that these

programs aim to develop qualified na-
tional cadres with essential security and
practical expertise to bolster efforts in
enhancing public safety and fostering ex-
ceptional human capabilities.

The draw was held under the patronage
of First Deputy Prime Minister, Minis-
ter of Defense, and Minister of Interior
Sheikh Fahd Al-Yousef, in line with the
directives of the Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Interior, Lieutenant General
Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf. The event took
place at the theater of the building named
after retired Major General Abdul Latif
Al-Thuwaine.

Present at the draw were Major General
Fawaz Al-Sabah, Assistant Undersecretary
for Education and Training Affairs; Briga-
dier Ali Al-Wahib, Director General of the
Saad Al-Abdullah Academy for Security
Sciences; Dr. Khaled Al-Rashid, Acting
Deputy Director General for Training at
PAAET; Abdulaziz Al-Dhari, Director of
the Training Planning and Coordination
Department; and Dr. Fawzi Al-Dokhi,
Dean of Admissions and Registration,
along with other security leaders.

‘Collaboration, innovation keys to
Kuwalt sustainable development’

By Abdulrahman Al-Shimmari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Abdul Mohsen
Al-Haroun, the Executive Director of
Marketing and Commercial Operations
at the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Re-
search (KISR), em-
phasized the vital
role of scientific re-
search and techno-
logical innovation
in driving Kuwait’s
sustainable  devel-
opment.

He stressed that
the upcoming phase
necessitates collab-
oration among sci-
entific and research
institutions to realize the nation’s devel-
opmental vision.

Speaking at the launch of the ‘Re-
search and Technology Management and

Al-Haroun

its Activities’ lecture series -- organized
by KISR at the Kuwait Foundation for
the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) --
Al-Haroun acknowledged the significant
contributions KFAS made over the past
decades.

As KFAS approaches its 50th anniver-
sary next year, he praised its enduring
support for scientific research and tech-
nology, noting its instrumental role in ad-
dressing developmental challenges.

Al-Haroun lauded the partnership be-
tween KFAS and KISR, which has yield-
ed remarkable outcomes.

Over the past five years, this collabora-
tion funded 86 projects and research stud-
ies, including seven projects that secured
patents and 52 research papers published
in esteemed scientific journals.

He underscored the importance of such
partnerships in fostering innovation and
advancing Kuwait’s research and tech-
nology sector.

Municipality working on
plan to beautify Kuwait

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: A member of the Municipal Coun-
cil Eng. Abdul Latif Al-Daei says the proposal on Public
Places Beautification Regulation, which he and the Mu-
nicipal Council member Sherifa Al-Shalfan had submitted,
aims to regulate individual and collective efforts to beautify
various areas in Kuwait.

In a press statement, Al-Daei explained that the proposal
seeks to highlight the available opportunities for improving
and revitalizing public spaces. It also aims to encourage the
private sector, individuals, and civil society organizations
to take the initiative and participate in beautifying cities,
suburbs, and public sites, all under the supervision of Ku-
wait Municipality, which is the authority responsible for
urban development in collaboration with the Municipal
Council.

Al-Daei revealed that Kuwait Municipality is currently
working on setting the legal framework, conditions, and
regulations for the Public Places Beautification Regulation.

He said he expects the proposal to be discussed in the
Municipal Council in the near future, with the goal of ap-
proving and implementing it in 2025.

The proposal sets out a clear mechanism for beautify-
ing public places, outlined in eight basic articles, which
include:

B Allowing beautification efforts by individuals, and
public or private entities, under the supervision of Kuwait
Municipality.

B Coordinating with relevant authorities to obtain ap-
proval if the site is under their jurisdiction.

M Proposing public sites for beautification

M Inviting both the public and private sectors to partici-
pate in the enhancement of public sites at no cost to the
state’s budget.

B Organizing competitions and initiatives for beautify-
ing public spaces under the sponsorship of the private sec-
tor without any financial burden on the state.

MoE denies blocking leave of
revoked nationality teachers

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Ministry of Education has
confirmed that no bulletins, circulars, or directives have
been issued regarding the suspension of leave for male and
female employees whose nationality has been revoked, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

This clarification comes in response to a circular issued
by a girls’ elementary school in one of the educational
zones to prevent female teachers and administrators whose
nationalities have been revoked from taking any type of
leave. The move had sparked criticism within educational
circles.

In an official statement, the ministry explained that it has
taken legal action against certain school principals who
made individual decisions that violated work regulations.
Some schools had issued internal bulletins without any of-
ficial directives from the relevant authorities, either from
the concerned sector or the educational zone.

The ministry stressed that these internal circulars had no
legal basis.

It affirmed its full commitment to the directives and in-
structions of the political leadership regarding employees
whose nationality has been revoked.

Furthermore, the ministry confirmed its ongoing efforts
to enhance transparency and ensure adherence to the regu-
lations and laws governing work in all educational sectors.

It highlighted the importance of cooperation between
school administrations and the concerned authorities to
maintain smooth operations, protect the interests of all
stakeholders, and ensure the fair application of the law.

In this regard, a circular dated January 7, 2025 addressed
to female teachers and administrators at the aforementioned
school stated that the decision was based on instructions
from the educational zone.

It explicitly prohibited female employees whose nation-
alities have been revoked from taking any type of leave.
However, it failed to provide any explanation for the de-
cision or reference to the legal grounds on which it was
based.

Several female employees expressed their dissatisfaction
with the circular, considering it a violation of their legal
and human rights.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8, (KUNA): The
State of Kuwait expressed Wednesday
sympathy and solidarity with the gov-
ernment and people of China over the
Tibet earthquake, which resulted in a
score of casualties.

In a statement, the Kuwaiti Foreign
Minister expressed condolences to
the Chinese government and people,

Kuwait FM condoles with China
over deaths, injuries in quake

wishing the injured a speedy recovery.

Yesterday, China said that over 93
people have been confirmed dead,
and over 130 others injured after a
6.8-magnitude earthquake jolted city
of Xigaze in Xizang Autonomous
Region (Tibet).

See Also Page 7
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KUNA photo

Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
chairs the Border Committee meeting at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Borders committee holds meeting

The Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassa-
dor Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah chaired on Wednesday the Bor-

ders Committee meeting at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs headquarters, dis-
cussing topics of the agenda. (KUNA)

Other Voices

Nation’s future in modernity

By Ahmad alsarraf

n the contemporary landscape,

the government stands at a vital
juncture with the capability to either
maintain the status quo, enhance the
nation’s trajectory, or precipitate its
decline. Unchallenged in its authority,
the government ostensibly endeavors
to foster the well-being of its citizens.

However, un-
derlying societal
ailments suggest
that  allowing
the populace to
unilaterally dic-
tate their prefer-
ences may not
serve their best

interests.
Instead, a
more guided ap-
proach -- akin alsarraf

to  prescribing
medicine for the unwell -- might be
necessary to address these systemic
issues effectively.

Historical and empirical evidence
underscores that meaningful progress
is inextricably linked to the adoption
of scientific methodologies.

Moreover, the realms of produc-
tion and creativity flourish under the
aegis of freedom . These principles
captivate the minds and aspirations of
many, yet the prevailing advantage re-
mains with various religious factions.

This dynamic stifles the potential
for innovation and economic ad-
vancement, as religious parties often
prioritize ideological conformity over
progressive policies.

Liberal thought, characterized by
its advocacy for individual freedoms,
democratic governance and open mar-
kets, has historically posed little threat
to opposing currents.

Since the inception of democracy
-- and even before its formal estab-
lishment -- liberalism has been a cor-
nerstone of Kuwait’s distinguished
standing. The nation’s reputation for
embracing liberal values has been in-
strumental in its development and in-
ternational recognition.

Recently, a notable shift has
emerged as writers and proponents of
leftist political ideologies advocate for
reconciliation with the Brotherhood.

This trend persists despite their ac-
knowledgment that the Brotherhood’s
policies have been detrimental, lead-
ing to deterioration across numerous
sectors.

Such alliances may undermine ef-
forts to address critical issues, sug-
gesting a complex interplay between
political factions that could hinder
national progress.

In light of these developments, it
may be prudent for the government to
consider a strategic experiment: form-
ing alliances with established liberal
currents characterized by high educa-
tional standards and robust adminis-
trative expertise.

Such partnerships could catalyze
several key areas such as the leverag-
ing liberal economic principles to pull
the economy out of stagnation and
foster sustainable growth; restoring
education to its pivotal role in society,
ensuring it leads in innovation and
critical thinking and opening doors to
greater freedoms, thereby enriching
the arts, literature, culture and intel-

lectual discourse.

This is in addition to enhancing the
nation’s openness to the world, facili-
tating international collaboration and
exchange.

The culmination of these efforts
points toward a singular truth -- the
nation’s future lies in embracing
modernity. By aligning with liberal
forces that prioritize education, eco-
nomic vitality and cultural richness,
the government can navigate out of
existing challenges and steer the na-
tion toward a prosperous and enlight-
ened future.

In an era where traditional struc-
tures often impede progress, moderni-
ty offers a beacon of hope, illuminat-
ing the path to national rejuvenation
and global relevance.

The government’s current position
affords it the unique opportunity to
shape the nation’s destiny decisively.

By fostering alliances with liberal,
educated and administratively compe-
tent groups, it can address prevailing
societal ailments, stimulate economic
growth and cultivate a vibrant cultural
landscape.

Embracing modernity through such
strategic partnerships is not merely an
option but a necessity for sustained
national progress and the genuine
happiness of its people.

Dr. Khaled Montaser poses criti-
cal questions: Why do some individu-
als use the nigab when committing
crimes? Is it because it serves as a
disguise to conceal their identity, or
because committing the act requires a
means to hide?

The issue is not merely about a
piece of cloth chosen to cover the face
but rather about the security risk it
poses.

The niqab acts as a tool for conceal-
ment and cannot be considered a mat-
ter of personal freedom. Can refusing
to include a photo on a driver’s license
or passport be justified as a personal
freedom?

If a security or passport officer at
the airport requests a woman to show
her face, should she refuse under the
guise of personal liberty? Is carrying a
weapon or removing street signs that
obscure directions a matter of person-
al freedom?

If every individual in society adopt-
ed the hijab, could such a society
function effectively? Is it feasible to
live in a community where everyone
is masked? Is social, security and ad-
ministrative control more achievable
in an open society or one where indi-
viduals are hidden?

Doesn’t every member of society
have the right to confirm the iden-
tity of the person they interact with,
whether in conversation, transactions,
or daily dealings?

What about the identity of my
child’s teacher -- is this person a man
or a woman? Or the person treating
me or my wife -- is this individual
genuinely a qualified female doctor?

We all have the right to live in a so-
ciety where identities are transparent,
without being compelled to question
or second-guess the identity of those
who, often under coercion, choose to
conceal their faces and obscure their
identities.

a a a

e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Gulf citizens go back elated in
awe of openness, hospitality

“I HEARD it as a simple sentence,
but its truth struck deep: politics often
divides, while sports and art have the
power to unite,” columnist and former
Deputy Director-General of Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) Igbal Al-Ah-
mad wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“This sentiment was expressed by
one of the visitors to Kuwait during
the 26th Gulf Cup Championship.
He wurged his
compatriots  to
come to Kuwait
and witness
the true nature
of Kuwaitis
-- far from the
conflicts  and
negativity often
magnified  on
social media.

“These plat-
forms  some-
times distort re-
ality, fostering division and obscuring
the genuine bonds of love and unity
that connect us.

“During the Gulf Cup, children in
Kuwait displayed an extraordinary
spirit that captivated everyone. Their
innocent yet profound words reflected
a belief that any Gulf team’s victory is
a victory for Kuwait, emphasizing that
the Gulf nations are one. Their voices
echoed unity, showcasing a love that
transcends borders and rivalries.

“In past tournaments, emotions of-
ten ran high, with dissatisfaction and
anger surfacing after a team’s defeat.
However, ‘Gulf 26’ in Kuwait was dif-
ferent. It embodied a spirit of harmony
and mutual respect. These children,
inspired by their parents, remind us
that unity isn’t just a political aspira-
tion but a deeply rooted emotional and
social reality.

“It was heartwarming to see teams
and fans leave Kuwait with fond mem-
ories of the tournament, characterized
by warmth, kind words and beautiful
wishes. The Gulf spirit permeated sta-
diums, cafes, parks and streets, spread-
ing an infectious aroma of love and
respect among the Gulf Cooperation
Council nations, Iraq and Yemen.

“A special highlight was Mubara-
kiya Market, a treasure trove of Ku-
wait’s heritage. It became a hub of joy,
with flags of different colors waving
together, reflecting the unity and hap-
piness of all visitors.

“One Kuwaiti child’s heartfelt wish
to divide the championship cup among
all participating countries symbolized
this spirit of togetherness.

“Kuwait, with its neutrality and ef-
forts to mediate disputes, stood as a
beacon of peace. Despite the chal-
lenges posed by political differences,
Kuwait successfully created an atmos-
phere of reconciliation and camarade-
rie. It reminded us of its true essence
as a land of tolerance, peace and unity.

“To everyone who contributed to
the tournament’s success -- whether
through a kind word, hospitality, or ef-
fort -- thank you. Your contributions
helped foster an atmosphere of warmth
and joy that brought much-needed re-
lief from the cold wave.

“The Gulf Cup wasn’t just about
sports; it was an opportunity for eco-
nomic, social and psychological recov-
ery. It demonstrated the importance of
Kuwait’s openness, not as a departure
from tradition but as a vital economic,
social and cultural necessity.

“To everyone who made the Gulf
nations happy during those remarkable
days and to those who revealed the
true brilliance of Kuwait -- the Pearl of
the Gulf -- we extend our gratitude as
vast as the sky.”

Igbal Al-Ahmad

Also:

“In many discussions, when logi-
cal arguments and evidence-backed
facts are introduced, the response is
often one of surprise: ‘We didn’t know
these details, nor did we understand
the truth!” This reaction highlights
a deeper problem in our country -- a
persistent struggle against practices
of deception, exaggeration and fear-
mongering,” columnist, Constitutional
Expert Dr Mohammad Al-Mogatei
wrote for Al-Jarida daily.

“These tactics, often employed by
certain politicians and media figures,
serve to incite public opinion and stir
controversy, sometimes for profit,
fame, or more insidious motives far
removed from the public interest.

“Examples abound. Initiatives like
‘Afia Insurance,” which faced dis-
tortion and was ultimately canceled,
harmed all parties involved. Similarly,
the ‘Labor Support’ program turned
into a loophole for profiteering and le-
gal circumvention.

“The “disability’ issue has expanded
to include countless individuals who
do not meet the criteria, turning the
matter into a farce. Even the Depart-
ment of Treatment Abroad and forged
educational certificates -- once the
pride of Kuwait’s system -- now bear
the scars of these deceptive practices.

“The most contentious topic re-
mains the issue of ‘nationality.” Files
are riddled with violations, including
forgery, duplication, exceptions and
breaches of the law.

“A friend once asked about a forged
citizenship case, questioning why the
descendants of a forger should suf-
fer by losing their citizenship. My
response was straightforward: Why
should Kuwait and its citizens bear
the burden of fraud committed by
someone’s ancestor? The state and its
people should not be held accountable
for actions that breach the nation’s in-

tegrity.

“When discussions about dual
citizenship arise, some argue that the
state’s past silence on the matter legiti-
mizes the situation. However, forgery
and duplication are ongoing crimes,
prosecutable at any time. Silence does
not equate to acceptance.

“In cases of nationality revocation,
especially involving Kuwaiti wives,
misinformation and  exaggeration
dominate the discourse. False claims
of absolute injustice fail to recognize
the complexities involved.

“Some cases involve short-lived
marriages rooted in suspicious deals;
others concern individuals who con-
tinue to hold dual citizenship or en-
gage in other violations; many gained
citizenship through exceptions, inter-
ventions, or political pressure.

“The notion that all affected indi-
viduals will become stateless is un-
founded. Most can reclaim their origi-
nal nationalities or prove they never
fully renounced them.

“The government has taken positive
steps to address these issues, including
Decree Law No. 158 of 2024, which
amends Article 16 of the Nationality
Law. This law provides appropriate
rights and guarantees, allowing griev-
ances to be filed and offering justice to
those wrongfully affected.

“It seems that some individuals ex-
ploit the plight of Kuwaiti wives not
out of genuine concern but to protect
themselves. They use this issue as a
shield to prevent the broader citizen-
ship files -- containing forgers and
dual citizens -- from being scrutinized.
Their motives are self-serving, driven
by fears of exposure.

“Credibility is lost amidst the noise
of exaggeration and misinformation.
While the government has taken steps
to address these challenges, it is cru-
cial to cut through the fog of deception
and focus on facts, evidence and the
national interest. Only by doing so can
we restore trust and move forward.”
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“We have a question, which is far
from being innocent but is one that we
must direct to a large group of indi-
viduals who are still blinded by their
delusions, whose eyes remain closed,
and who continue to live under the il-
lusion of national struggle and imma-
ture opposition. These individuals be-
lieve they hold the solutions, and that
they are the vanguard without whom
progress cannot continue. They imag-
ine their presence at the forefront of
events is essential, and that the masses
are eagerly awaiting their speeches
and interventions, both inside and out-
side the country, regarding the course
of events,” columnist Talal Al-Saeed
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“We have every right to ask this
question - Where are the supporters
and financiers of that political novice
who demands to rule Kuwait but lacks
any clear vision? He has backed him-
self into a corner, severed all paths of
retreat, and declared open hostility to-
wards a country whose nationality he
holds. He has spared no opportunity
for sabotage, even going so far as to
disrupt the official procession, and
enraging all loyal Kuwaitis. Where
are those who once funded him gen-
erously in exchange for his reckless
actions?  After
his arrest, they
have distanced
themselves, say-
ing, “Your blood
does not fill me”,
meaning, “Do
not involve me
in this case, and
do not mention
my name as an
instigator or fi-
nancier”.

“As for those
behind the money transfers and the
so-called “support for the opposition”,
their hearts are heavy with fear, as
they know that if their involvement is
exposed, they will soon face the con-
sequences. It is only a matter of time
before their actions come to light.

“The rule of “Your blood does not
fill me” is an old one, which comes
into effect when the supporter aban-
dons the supported out of fear of ac-
countability. What matters most to
the supporter is that their name is not
implicated in the scandal in order to
avoid any responsibility for the chaos
they helped fuel.

“What everyone must understand
is that Kuwait is currently in a phase
of reorganization and correction af-
ter years of unprecedented decline.
The country was entrusted to people
who were not of its own, which wors-
ened the situation to the point where
we were shocked by the numbers of
those who withdrew their support. The
names that surfaced included individu-
als who had previously held positions
of responsibility but were later found
to be involved in deception.

“For too many years, this country
was governed by outsiders while the
true founders were sidelined. But now,
God has provided us with someone who
can save us from this reversed situation.

“The savior has arrived, and it is
our duty to stand united behind him.
Instead of wasting our resources on
deceitful individuals and false oppo-
sition, we must focus on supporting
those who truly have the country’s
best interests at heart.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes/
Mahmoud Attiyeh?

Talal Al-Saeed

Sheikh Athbi meets security directors

KUWALIT CITY, Jan 8: Farwaniya Gover-
nor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah
received the Director General of the Far-
waniya Security Directorate Brigadier Gen-
eral Mohammad Mutlaq Jassim Al-Mutairi,
and the Director General of the Hawally Se-
curity Directorate Brigadier General Saleh
Aqla Al-Azmi this morning at his office in
the General Diwan of Farwaniya Governo-

According to a press release issued by
Farwaniya Governorate, Sheikh Athbi ex-
pressed his sincere gratitude to Brigadier
Al-Azmi for his dedication and tireless ef-
forts during his previous tenure as the Di-
rector General of the Farwaniya Security
Directorate.

He commended Brigadier General Al-
Mutairi for his distinguished work and
wished him success in his new role as Di-
rector of Security for Farwaniya Governo-

During the meeting, the officials dis-
cussed important security matters and future
plans aimed at protecting the homeland’s
security.

The governor affirmed that security is the
foundation of the nation, and its strengthen-
ing requires the cooperation of all.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Athbi also received
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Ishbiliya Cooperative Society Fawaz Al-
Baghli, a member of the Board of Direc-
tors Dr. Awjan Al-Arada, and the coop-
erative society’s Director General Salah
rate. Al-Badi.

During the meeting, they discussed ways
to strengthen cooperation between the gov-
ernorate and the cooperative society to meet
the needs of the residents of Ishbiliya.

They affirmed the importance of improv-
ing services for both citizens and residents,
as well as supporting initiatives aimed at
enhancing service quality through distin-
guished cooperative services.

The guests, on their part, expressed their
sincere thanks and appreciation to the Far-
rate. waniya Governor for his warm welcome
and for the continuous support provided,
particularly his commitment to overcom-
ing challenges and ensuring the delivery of
services.
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Narcotics, drugs items
found on cop in his car

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: A policeman working in the
General Department of Coast Guard was arrested from
a desert spot in Jahra Governorate and referred to the
Drug Control General Department after being found in
possession of illicit narcotics and drug paraphernalia,
reports Al-Anba daily.

According to security sources, a rescue patrol from
the Jahra Police became suspicious of a vehicle that
was parked in a dirt lot at night and had the lights on.
When the patrol approached the vehicle, the driver at-
tempted to flee but was quickly apprehended. The driver
appeared to be in a disoriented state, and upon search-
ing his car as a precaution, a number of items were dis-
covered. These items included a bag containing a white
substance suspected to be heroin, a second bag contain-
ing a white substance believed to be shabu, another bag
with remnants of what appeared to be heroin, and a tin
foil with a dark-colored, burnt substance suspected to be

heroin. Drug paraphernalia was also found.

Meanwhile, Jahra support patrols arrested four drug
users found in possession of shabu, hashish, chemicals,

and narcotic pills, along with tools for drug use. The

arrested individuals were subsequently referred to the
competent authorities for further action.

In another development , personnel from the Direc-
torate-General for Drugs Control have arrested an un-
identified man, who is believed to be in his 30s, for pos-
sessing and consuming drugs, reports Al-Anba daily.

The daily added, the suspect who has not been identi-
fied was caught in Salmiya and has been handed over
the concerned authority.

Police have also seized from the man drug consum-
ing tools.

a a Q

Kuwaiti swindled: A Kuwaiti citizen has filed a report
at a police station in Capital Governorate that he had
been defrauded by an expatriate who convinced him he
would become a partner in a food supply import project,
in exchange for a payment of KD 30,000, reports Al-
Anba daily.

According to the citizen’s complaint, his expatriate
acquaintance proposed a business partnership based on
which they would import food supplies, and asked him
to contribute KD 30,000. After handing over the amount
several months ago, the citizen later discovered that the
expatriate had returned to his home country, leaving
him defrauded.

Duo acquitted of stealing, setting
fire to marine boat seizure garage

19 held for doing drugs, 35 detained for ‘drinking’

By Jaber Al-Hamoud/Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Crimi-
nal Court has acquitted two de-
fendants accused of setting fire and
stealing from the Kuwait Munici-
pality’s marine boat impoundment
garage by climbing over its fence at
night.

The Public Prosecution charged the first
and second defendants with deliberately
setting fire to movable items stored in the
Kuwait Municipality impoundment garage,
causing damage to property. They were also
accused of attempting to steal items from the
state-owned garage, which is enclosed by a
fence. The defendants allegedly gained ac-
cess by scaling the fence at night but were
apprehended after a fire broke out during the
crime, thwarting their plans.

A third defendant was charged with conspir-
ing with the first two defendants in the theft at-

tempt.

The case stemmed from statements made
by detectives, who reported that the three de-
fendants had planned to steal items from a boat
located in the Abdullah Port area, specifically
within the Kuwait Municipality Impoundment
Garage. The site was described as a fenced dirt
lot.

According to the investigation, the first and
second defendants entered the area by climb-
ing the outer fence. They began dismantling the
“transmission” from the boat using tools they
had brought. During the process, a spark ignit-
ed, causing the boat to catch fire. The pair then
fled the scene, while the third defendant waited
outside to receive the stolen items, which he
intended to purchase from them for resale and
profit.

Defense attorney Ali Haidar, representing the
acquitted defendants, argued that the charges
against his client were baseless. He highlighted
inconsistencies in witness testimony, asserting
that unsupported statements could not be used
as evidence for conviction. The court found the
testimony insufficient and cleared the defen-

dants of all charges.
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35 held for ‘drinking’: The General Department
of Rescue Police continued its security and traffic
campaigns in all governorates, which resulted in
the referral of 19 individuals to the Drugs Control
General Department and the detention of 35 oth-
ers for being in a state of drunkenness.

According to the weekly statistics from the
Rescue Police patrols, 152 individuals were
arrested for violating residency laws, seven
people were apprehended in possession of
alcoholic substances, and 67 vehicles wanted
in civil cases, and six vehicles, whose drivers
committed serious violations, were seized. The
patrols managed to break up 49 quarrels and
successfully contain the situation, with legal
measures taken against those involved. Fur-
thermore, the patrols provided 303 humanitar-
ian assistance.

A security source affirmed that the Rescue
Police patrols will continue their security cam-
paigns in all governorates and roads to arrest
wanted individuals and maintain public order.

Ex-MP released

Al-Muwaizri acquitted of
spreading ‘untrue’ news

By Jaber Al-Hamoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Criminal Court, presided over
by Judge Faisal Al-Hassan, acquitted former MP Shuaib
Al-Muwaizri of the dissemination of false news regarding
biometric fingerprint process and the nationality law.

The Public Prosecution had charged Al-Muwaizri with
intentionally spreading false news and malicious rumors,
while abroad between September 5 and 29, about the inter-

nal situation in the country.

According to the case file, Al-Muwaizri published posts
on his personal social media account titled “Shuaib Muwaiz-
ri - Shuaib Al-Muwaizri” about news and rumors that could
potentially undermine confidence in the state, harm its pres-
tige and reputation, and threaten its national interests.

The prosecution claimed that the accused intentionally
misused a mobile phone, a means of telecommunication, to
commit the offenses described in the first and third charges.

According to the investigations, Al-Muwaizri’s posts al-
legedly included content that could incite violations of laws

and public order.

During the session at the Criminal Court, Al-Muwaizri’s
legal counsel Lawyer Dr. Khaled Al-Kafeefa, argued that
the crime of spreading false news and malicious rumors
about the country’s internal situation, with its material and
moral elements, did not apply to his client, as Al-Muwaizri
holds political views and national visions that confirm that
the posts in question were consistent with his past expres-
sions of opinion regarding the country’s affairs. Given Al-
Muwaizri’s prominent position as a well-known politician,
it was implausible for someone of his stature to commit

such a crime.

Lawyer Al-Kafeefa presented a portfolio of documents
containing examples of his client’s previous opinions,
which closely resembled the content of the contested posts.
This, he claimed, confirmed that the publications were
merely expressions of his client’s views, rather than false

news.

He also contended that there was a lack of moral intent
for the crime of spreading false information, citing the in-
sufficiency and invalidity of the evidence gathered during

the investigation.
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Ex-MP released: The Public Prosecution has decided to re-
lease former MP Muhannad Al-Sayer on a bail of KD 1,000
after completing investigations with him in a State Security
case based on a complaint filed by the Ministry of Interior
concerning a video posted by Al-Sayer on social media, in
which he discussed the withdrawal of citizenship.
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Photo during an inspiring meeting at the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development headquarters for a
group of exceptional secondary school students participating in the 14th edition of the ‘Be an Outstanding

Student’ program.

Students to explore global dev’t milestones

Kuwait Fund nurtures excellence with
‘Be an Outstanding Student’ program

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Develop-
ment hosted an inspiring meeting at
its headquarters for a group of ex-
ceptional secondary school students
participating in the 14th edition of
the ‘Be an Outstanding Student’ pro-
gram, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This annual initiative, organized
in collaboration with the Ministry of
Education, aims to reward excellence
among students while introducing
them to Kuwait’s global develop-
ment contributions.

Mona Al-Ayyaf, Director of the
Media Department at the Fund, high-
lighted in her speech that this year’s
program includes two trips.

Male students will visit the Repub-
lics of Togo and Benin in West Africa,
while female students will travel to
Bosnia in southeastern Europe. Since
the program’s inception, over 330
students have participated in visits
to more than 15 countries, including
Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Turkey, Uz-
bekistan, China, Sri Lanka and Cuba.

Al-Ayyaf explained that the pro-
gram’s purpose is to showcase the
Fund’s developmental projects in
Arab and developing countries, em-
phasizing Kuwait’s prominent region-
al and global role. The initiative aligns
with the Fund’s commitment to social

responsibility and its ongoing support
for local development efforts.

She also underlined the Fund’s re-
markable journey, spanning 63 years,
during which it has supported devel-
opment initiatives in over 105 coun-
tries. Al-Ayyaf noted the Fund’s in-
fluential role in advancing Kuwait’s
foreign policy by generating political
and economic benefits through its de-
velopment contributions.

During the session, Al-Ayyaf elabo-
rated on the Fund’s achievements,
strategies and operations across vari-
ous sectors, including managing grants
provided by Kuwait to several nations.

Locally, she highlighted the
Fund’s cooperation with the Public
Institution for Housing Welfare and
Kuwait Credit Bank to address hous-
ing issues, as well as its efforts to en-
hance human development through
initiatives like the Kuwaiti Engineers
Rehabilitation Program.

Expressing gratitude, Al-Ayyaf
thanked the Ministry of Education
for its ongoing cooperation and sup-
port, which has been instrumental in
ensuring the program’s success.

Saleh Al-Taqi, the official over-
seeing the students’ trip to Togo and
Benin, outlined the itinerary for their
visit, scheduled from January 17 to
January 25.

The students will explore key pro-
jects financed by the Fund and promi-
nent historical, cultural and economic
landmarks in the two African countries.

Similarly, Fatima Al-Turkait, re-
sponsible for the students’ trip to
Bosnia, emphasized the importance
of witnessing the Fund’s development
projects firsthand. She hoped the expe-
rience would provide valuable insights
into the Fund’s contributions to the
economies of beneficiary countries and
their impact on local communities.

Students Shabib and Anwar Al-
Shariaan expressed their excitement
about visiting Togo and Benin, eager
to explore the landmarks and observe
Kuwait’s developmental influence
through the Fund’s projects.

Meanwhile, student Hayat Al-
Hashem shared her enthusiasm for
the Bosnia trip, particularly looking
forward to experiencing the snowy
mountains and cable car rides during
the winter season.

Launched in 2010, the ‘Be an
Outstanding Student’ program aims
to inspire high school students to
excel academically while fostering
an understanding of Kuwait’s global
standing and development efforts. It
serves as a reward for their dedica-
tion and achievements, further en-
riching their educational journey.
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Municipality responds to
alwa school Infractions

3 institutions violated building codes

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Director of the
Legal Department at Kuwait Municipal-
ity Hussein Al-Ajmi submitted a detailed
statement to the Municipal Council as part
of the executive body’s response to a ques-
tion raised by the Municipal Council mem-
ber Nasser Al-Jadaan regarding private
schools in Salwa.

The statement outlined the legal procedures
taken regarding the violations of private schools
in Salwa.

It explained that three violation reports received by
the Legal Department were referred to the Engineering
Audit and Follow-up Department at Hawally Munici-
pality. These reports were reviewed by the Legal De-
partment and are now in preparation for further action
to address the identified issues.

In response to the member’s question, the municipal-
ity clarified that the building violations identified in the
reports varied. They included unauthorized building
extensions, construction without adhering to setback re-

quirements, misuse of property for purposes other than
those for which it was licensed, and the cancellation of
designated parking spaces.

It provided a list of the private schools in Salwa that
were inspected, which included a total of nine schools.
Violations were recorded at three of them:

1. The British School:

Violations included unlicensed annexes on the
ground floor, the cancellation of parking spaces, and the
construction of a building within the parking lot, all of
which were found to violate building regulations.

2. The English Early Education Group:

This school was found to have expanded its build-
ing without a license, with an unauthorized addition of
800 square meters on the ground floor. The property
was also being used for purposes other than its licensed
function.

3. The American Academy for Girls:

Upon inspection, it was discovered that the school
had made an unlicensed extension of 100 square me-
ters on the first floor, leading to a violation of building
regulations.

The municipality is currently taking the necessary
steps to address these violations in accordance with the
relevant laws and regulations.

IRU enforces new alert system
for compliance with sanctions

Scheduled roadworks
at Fourth Ring Road

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Gen-
eral Traffic Department has an-

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Moham-
med Sulaiman Al-Otaibi, the Head
of Kuwait’s Insurance Regulatory
Unit, has issued a circular requiring
companies under the IRU supervi-
sion to subscribe to the “Mallerlite”
automated alert system, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

This system will immediately
notify subscribers of any changes
to the UN sanctions lists concern-
ing terrorism, the financing of the
proliferation of weapons and local
sanctions related to combating ter-
rorism and preventing the prolif-

eration of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, as per the national lists issued
by the Special Committee.

The IRU emphasized that all en-
tities subject to anti-money laun-
dering and anti-terrorist financing
regulations within the insurance
sector must complete registration
for the new system by the 15th of
this month.

Failure to comply will result in
potential accountability under Law
No. 125 0of 2019 on the regulation of
insurance, its executive regulations
and relevant decisions and laws.

nounced scheduled maintenance
work at the intersection of Al
Maghreb Expressway and Hussein
Bin Ali Al Roumi Road (Fourth
Ring Road), reports Al-Seyassah
daily.

The maintenance will be carried
out in five stages, with each stage
requiring a one-week closure.

In the first phase, the side exit
toward the Rawda area from Mo-
rocco Street, for vehicles traveling
from the city toward Ahmadi and
leading to the Fourth Ring Road
in the direction of Jahra, will be
closed from January 9 to 17.
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KFAS photos

Photos from the event.

Fostering creativity and technological advancements

KFAS reaffirms commitment to support
KU’s 47th Engineering Design Exhibition

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 7: The Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sci-
ences (KFAS) has affirmed its commit-
ment to supporting the 47th Engineering
Design Exhibition organized by Kuwait
University, which opened today at the
College of Engineering and Petroleum
in Sabah Al-Salem University City. This
support is in line with the mission of
KFAS to encourage progress in science,
technology, and innovation, and stimu-
late societal and scientific advancements
in Kuwait.

In a press release issued on the occa-
sion of the exhibition’s inauguration,
KFAS highlighted that the objectives of
the event, which is held under the patron-
age of the Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research Dr. Nader Al-
Jalal, are closely aligned with the goals
of KFAS. These include encouraging
Kuwaitis to engage in scientific research,
nurturing creativity, and encouraging a
competitive environment that enriches the
scientific talents of university students.

KFAS stated that, through its support
for the exhibition organized by the Col-

lege of Engineering and Petroleum, it
aims to fulfill its vision of creating a vi-
brant scientific, technological, and inno-
vative culture for a sustainable Kuwait.
This support also focuses on investing in
distinguished national talents and show-
casing their creativity in the field of engi-
neering design.

It emphasized that its continued support
for the exhibition in its successive editions
stems from its belief in the importance of
the role the event plays in honoring out-
standing engineering projects.It also aims
to motivate students to create pioneering
projects that can contribute to Kuwait’s
development and help overcome the chal-
lenges it faces in various sectors.

KFAS commended the exhibition for
its role in highlighting the capabilities and
skills of graduate engineers, and provid-
ing an inspiring environment for enhanc-
ing creativity and applying technological
solutions to real-life challenges.

Furthermore, KFAS recognized the ex-
hibition’s potential in harnessing the en-
ergies of future engineers and benefiting
from their ideas and innovations.

MoE campaign in support
of Twelfth-Grade students

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Ministry of
Education, in collaboration with the Minis-
try of Interior, launched a campaign Tues-
day morning aimed at motivating twelfth-
grade students during their examination
period, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The initiative, supervised by the Public
Relations and Educational Media Depart-
ment, involved 30 public transport buses
displaying advertisements, posters and mo-
tivational messages to encourage students
as they prepare for their exams.

This effort reflects the ministry’s com-
mitment to supporting students and foster-
ing a positive environment during this criti-
cal stage of their academic journey.

MoE photo
A campaign poster on a public transport
bus.
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Photo during the governors’ meeting.

Farwaniya Governorate photo

Officials emphasize importance of cooperation

Kuwait’s governors hold coordination
meeting for National Day preparations

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Farwaniya
Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-
Athbi Al-Sabah chaired the gover-
nors’ meeting on Tuesday morning
at the General Diwan of the Capital
Governorate.

According to a press release
issued by Farwaniya Governo-
rate, the meeting was attended
by Capital Governor Sheikh Ab-
dullah Salem AI-Ali Al-Sabah,
Hawally Governor Ali Salem Al-
Asfar, Mubarak Al-Kabeer Gov-
ernor Sheikh Sabah Bader Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Jahra Gov-
ernor Hamad Jassim Mohammed

Al-Habashi, Ahmadi Governor
Sheikh Hamoud Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, and a number of senior
officials from the Ministry of Inte-
rior.

At the start of the meeting, Capi-
tal Governor Sheikh Abdullah Sa-
lem Al-Ali Al-Sabah welcomed
the attendees. The discussion fo-
cused on the special preparations
for the upcoming National Day
celebrations, and they affirmed
the importance of activating all ef-
forts to spread joy and happiness
throughout Kuwait.

The governors also discussed

the need to enhance coordination
among the governorates and col-
laboration among various govern-
ment agencies to ensure the na-
tional holidays are celebrated in a
beautiful and dignified manner.

At the end of the meeting, the
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi
commended the spirit of coopera-
tion and optimism that character-
ized the gathering.

He stressed that such coordina-
tion meetings enhance integra-
tion and have a positive impact
on the development of work in
all governorates of Kuwait.

Two more plots in Rai and Egaila pending

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The
Ministry of Finance announced
the signing of an official docu-
ment to transfer ownership of a
51,000 square meter land plot
in the Mirqab area to the Public
Institution for Social Security
(PIFSS). This transfer is in line
with Law No. 4 of 2022, specifi-
cally Article 4, which stipulates:

“The public treasury shall
cover the actuarial deficit of
the institution by decision of
the relevant minister, with pay-
ments not less than 500 million
Kuwaiti dinars at the begin-
ning of each fiscal year starting
from April 1, 2022, in cash or
in-kind to the institution until
the full actuarial deficit is set-
tled. This shall be based on the
financial position assessment
of the institution as of March
31, 2019, approved by its
Board of Directors. The valu-
ation of in-kind payments shall
be carried out by accredited
appraisers from the competent
authorities prior to payment
and under the supervision of

MoF transfers Mirgab land to PIFSS
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Photo during the signing of an official document.

the Audit Bureau.”

During the signing meeting,
the Ministry of Finance clarified
that coordination is underway
with the Kuwait Municipality,
the Ministry of Justice, and the
Public Institution for Social Se-
curity for the transfer of two ad-
ditional land plots in the Rai and
Egaila areas.

It is noteworthy that the sign-

MoF photo

ing was attended by Ms. Aseel
Suleiman Al-Munifi, Under-
secretary of the Ministry of
Finance; Mr. Ahmed Hamad
Al-Thunayan, Acting Director
General of the Public Institu-
tion for Social Security; and Mr.
Tariq Ali Al-Asfour, Acting Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of
Justice.

KNPC and KIPIC merger
achieves key milestones

Zour Refinery hits record production peak

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8:
Informed sources re-
vealed ongoing efforts to
accelerate and expand
the merger process be-
tween the Kuwait Na-
tional Petroleum Com-
pany (KNPC) and the
Kuwait Integrated Pe-
troleum Industries Com-
pany (KIPIC) in the near
future, as some facilities
will be merged and oth-
ers will be phased out,
accompanied by a series
of transfers and promo-

tions.
They explained that the CEO

of KNPC Wadha Al-Khatib,
who also serves as the acting
CEO of KIPIC, is focusing on
injecting fresh talent into mid-
level positions in both com-
panies. This initiative aims to
elevate the efficiency and expe-
rience of the personnel, with the
goal of boosting profits for both
companies in the current fiscal
year.

It was noted that KIPIC has
achieved major milestones follow-
ing its merger with KNPC, includ-
ing its recent success in exporting
a shipment of high-quality diesel
that meets French specifications.
This is particularly noteworthy as
France mandates the delivery of
completely clean diesel that com-
plies with rigorous environmental
standards.

The company has also made
great progress in its digital trans-
formation efforts, including part-
nering with international firms in

the field of digital technologies to
enhance the use of modern digital
solutions in all its operations.

The sources revealed that the lig-
uefied gas import terminal reported
zero work-related injuries in 2024,
adding that it successfully received
three liquefied gas shipments si-
multaneously, which confirms the
terminal’s capacity to handle all
gas supplies, and ensures a con-
tinuous and reliable supply to the
country.

On the other hand, they high-
lighted that the Zour Refinery
recently achieved a success in
reaching its maximum production
capacity of 615,000 barrels per day
through the blending of heavy and
medium crude oils.

The sources commended the
role of Kuwait Oil Company in
this achievement, as it consistently
supplies the refinery with the nec-
essary crude oil, which helps in
sustaining and increasing produc-
tion levels.

ABK announces Faisal Mohammad Al Hajri
as Alfouz KD 10,000 weekly draw winner

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) is ex-
cited to announce Faisal Mohammad Al Hajri as the winner
of the Alfouz KD 10,000 weekly draw on Monday, 6 January
2025. The draw took place in the presence of a Ministry of
Commerce and Industry representative, ensuring transpar-

ency.

From the highly coveted mega annual draw of a KD 5,000
monthly salary for 10 years to its KD 10,000 weekly prize,
the account has attracted significant attention in the Kuwaiti
market. Based on the account’s great success, ABK decided
to go above and beyond to reward customer loyalty.

With a KD 100,000 quarterly draw, in addition to an excit-
ing KD 20,000 monthly draw, the Alfouz account continues
to surpass expectations and deliver even more customer sat-

isfaction.

To top it off, ABK has simplified the ability to open the
account and win! Customers can enter the draws and get ex-
tra entry chances for every KD 10 deposited. The more you

This wesk's winrar

kol0,000

save, the higher your chance to be the next Alfouz winner!

ABK encourages everyone to open an Alfouz draw ac-
count or increase their balance to participate in the upcoming
draw, which is scheduled to take place on Monday, 13Janu-

ary 2025.

Open an Alfouz account today and enjoy increased oppor-
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ABK - Al Fouz winners 2025 weekly winner flyer

tunities to win the lifestyle you’ve been waiting for!
To learn more about the Alfouz account and its range of
exciting draws and prizes, please follow ABK’s Instagram

account @abk_kuwait, visit eahli.com, contact Ahlan Ahli 1

899 899 or visit one of the Bank’s branches across Kuwait.

Temporary Debt List for the Debtor / Fahad Abdulaziz Abdulhameed Al-Sanea :

This is based on the decision of the Bankruptcy Judge in Case/Request No. 14 / 2024 for Bankruptcy
Declaration, registered under automated number (240145390) on 19 / 2 / 2024 at the Bankruptcy
Administration Office. The decision approved the request and initiated the bankruptcy declaration
procedures submitted by the debtor himself. The court designated 8 / 1 /2024 as the provisional date
for cessation of payments. The decision was published and announced in the official gazette «Kuwait
Today,» Issue No. 1678, dated 10 / 3 / 2024, confirming the acceptance of the request, initiating the
bankruptcy declaration, and appointing Dr. Faleh Al-Azmi as the bankruptcy trustee. Concerned parties
were duly notified. The bankruptey trustee commenced his duties by inviting creditors to submit their
claims. After completing the debt verification process within the scope of the responses received and
based on the debtor>s statement, the following should be noted:

On 11/ 11/2024, a final ruling was issued by the Bankruptcy Court (the court ruled on 11 /11 /2024
to declare the bankruptcy of the claimant, Fahad Abdulaziz Abdulhameed Al-Sanea, and designated
8 /1 /2024 as the provisional date for cessation of payments. The Bankruptcy Administration was
directed to record this ruling in the commercial register and publish its summary in the official gazette in
accordance with the procedures in this regard, adding expenses and a fee of ten Kuwaiti Dinars for legal
counsel, which shall be charged to the bankruptcy estate).

This list has been prepared, outlining the amounts deemed acceptable by the bankruptcy trustee as follows:

Amount Due in

Move ensures compliance with budget limits

Info ministry halts allowance requests

By Mohammed Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Min-
istry of Information has stopped
accepting requests for work allow-
ances based on the shift and loca-
tion system, including shift allow-
ances, food allowances, night shift
compensation, and location allow-
ances, until the end of the current
fiscal year of 2024/2025.
According to informed sources,
this decision is in line with the
Civil Service Council’s decisions,

Kuwait, Turkiye

their official visit to Kuwait.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef lauded the
special relations bonding the State of
Kuwait with the friendly Republic
of Turkiye, affirming the desire for
strengthening the cooperation in vari-
ous spheres particularly in the military
field.

The ministry statement added that
the two sides discussed latest regional
and international developments related
to the realms of defense and security.

The meeting was attended by Ku-
wait Deputy Chief of Staff Air Vice
Marshal Sabah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, the Turkish Ambassador to Ku-
wait Tuba Nur Sonmez and a number
of senior officers from the two sides.

particularly decision No. 12/2012
regarding overtime compensa-
tion and the shift system, decision
No. 8/2010 concerning specialized
engineering job cadres and loca-
tion allowances, and decision No.
40/2012 regarding support engi-
neering job cadres and location al-
lowances.

They explained that the min-
istry will resume accepting re-
quests for allowances at the be-
ginning of the next fiscal year.
This measure is part of the min-
istry’s efforts to prepare for the

13 face

In other news, the Ministry of Edu-
cation has announced that it will stop
receiving applications for the Com-
plaints and Grievances Committee af-
ter the two-week period set for submis-
sions, according to Al-Seyassah daily.

The committee has already received
41 cases highlighting serious finan-
cial and administrative irregularities,
which are now being reviewed in ac-
cordance with legal protocols.

The Ministry explained that the
committee is composed of representa-
tives from four entities and is dedicat-
ed to ensuring transparency and justice
in addressing the complaints.

In addition to grievances, the com-
mittee is also reviewing files related to

closure of financial accounts for
the current year and ensure that
financial dues are disbursed in
accordance with established reg-
ulations and systems.

The decision aims to prevent any
complications related to the settle-
ment of financial dues or exceed-
ing the allocated budget limits.

In addition, the sources affirmed
that the ministry is committed
to adhering to the Civil Service
Council’s decisions to regulate and
manage the processes for disburs-
ing allowances.

Continued from Page 1

employees’ financial and administra-
tive issues, in line with Minister Jalal
Al-Tabtabaei’s directive to uphold le-
gal standards.

The Ministry praised the efforts of
its employees in facilitating the review
process and reaffirmed its commitment
to maintaining fairness and integrity
across all sectors. Minister Al-Tab-
tabaei emphasized the importance of
continuous cooperation to foster a fair
and transparent work environment for
the benefit of citizens and the public
interest.

The committee will continue its
work for three months, submitting
monthly progress reports and a final
report at the end of its term, with the
possibility of requesting an extension
if necessary.

# Creditor/Entity Name Debt Instrument Kuwaiti Dinar: Notes
1 Burgan Bank Sec:red Facilities 8,500,000
greement
Two Official Debt
2 Kamco Investment Company Acknowledgments 200,000
3 Yaqoub Youssef Ali Haidar Bounced Cheques 1,680,000
4 | Ibtisam Abdulrazzaq Al-Sanea Datt 335,000
Acknowledgment !
Preliminary Sale
Contract for a
Sheikh Abdullah Salem Property in Jleeb
5 Abdullah Al-Sabah Al-Shuyoukh (90000
Owned by Hamid
Al-Oqgob
6 Faisal Hamad Al-Shaiji Frefminary Saie 350,000
ontract
Various Letters
Letters from lawyers ik
Mohammad Al-Marjaah Documents(e Foll . -
7| andAbduraszaqAbaulan | e res ber
regarding fmanc_:nal claims for e eraim
their clients ;
basis and the
amount due).
An invoice for advance fees
8 | submitted by Al-Duaij & Al-Turkit 7,500
Law Firm
Only eleven million, one
hundred and seventy-
U] 11,172,500 two thousand, five
hundred Kuwaiti Dinars.

The total debts, as presented to us by the creditors, amount to 11,172,500 KWD (Eleven million, one hundred
seventy-two thousand, five hundred Kuwaiti Dinars).
Note: According to Article (111) of Law No. 71 of 2020 concerning the issuance of the Bankruptcy Law:
“The debtor and any creditor, even if their name does not appear in the debt list, may appeal to the Bankruptcy

Department regarding the debts listed in the list, within ten days from the date of the announcement of the list. The
Bankruptcy Court is competent to rule on this appeal

Bankruptcy Trustee: Dr. Faleh Al-Azmi
Bankruptcy Trustee’s Address: Kuwait — Al-Qiblah - Block (11) — Plot (18) — Muneira Hamoud Al-Omari
Building - Floor (1) Office (6)

Phone: 99105903 — 99081109 — 0096522442424
We appreciate your kind attention and respect.

mgc_consulting@yahoo.com
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‘We will never back down’

Canadian PM rejects Trump’s
remarks on annexing Canada

WASHINGTON, Jan 8, (KUNA):
The recently resigned Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau condemned
late Tuesday the recent remarks by US
President-elect Donald trump on an-
nexing Canada to become the 51 state
of the United States.

Trudeau had announced on Monday
that he will step down as leader of the
Liberal Party and as prime minister
once a successor has been chosen.

In a post on (X) Trudeau stated re-
garding Trumps remarks “there isn’t
a snowball’s chance in hell that Can-
ada would become part of the United
State.”

“Workers and communities in both
our countries benefit from being each
other’s biggest trading and security
partner,” he added.

On her part, Canadian Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Melanie Joly also reject-
ed Trump’s comments saying it shows
a complete lack of understanding of
what makes Canada a strong country,
emphasizing “we will never back down
in the face of threats”.

Earlier today, Trump said in a press
conference in Florida that he was not
considering military force to annex
Canada but suggested he would use

KUNA photo
Justin Trudeau — Canadian Prime
Minister

“economic force” to bring the country
into the United States.

Last month, Fox News quoted un-
named sources claiming Trump had
“personally raised the idea of merg-
ing with United States” with Trudeau
during their meeting in Florida in late
November.

Trump also posted several images
on his (Truth Social) platform showing
a map of the US with Canada depicted
as part of it.

Controversial architect of ‘French People First’ leaves complex legacy

Jean-Marie Le Pen, founder of France’s far-right dies

PARIS, Jan 8, (AP): Jean-Marie
Le Pen, the founder of France’s
far-right National Front who was
known for fiery rhetoric against im-
migration and multiculturalism that
earned him both staunch supporters
and widespread condemnation, died
Tuesday. He was 96.

One of the most polarizing fig-
ures in French politics, Le Pen
made Islam and Muslim immigrants
his primary target, blaming them for
economic and social woes. He also
repeatedly denied the Holocaust
and was convicted multiple times
of antisemitism, discrimination and
inciting racial violence.

Despite those convictions and
eventually being politically ostra-
cized, the nativist ideas that pro-
pelled his decades of popularity - en-
capsulated in slogans like “French

People First” - are ascendant in
today’s France, across Europe and
beyond.

Le Pen - who reached the second
round of the 2002 presidential elec-
tion that Jacques Chirac went on to
win in a landslide - was eventually
estranged from his daughter Marine
Le Pen. She renamed his National
Front party, ousted him and trans-

Former far-right National Front party leader Jean-Marie Le Pen clenches
his fist at the statue of Joan of Arc, Monday May 1, 2017, in Paris. (AP)

formed it into one of France’s most
powerful political forces while dis-
tancing herself from her father.
Jordan Bardella, president of the
National Rally, as the party is now
known, confirmed Le Pen’s death in
a post on social media platform X.
Bardella’s unusually warm tribute

Water is dropped on the advancing Palisades Fire by helicopter in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2025. Inset: A
resident of a senior center is evacuated as the Eaton Fire approaches Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2025 in Altadena, Calif. (AP)

Many structures destroyed as winds kick up: governor

Thousands flee as wildfires burn out
of control in and around Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Jan 8, (AP): California firefighters
battled wind-whipped wildfires that tore across the
Los Angeles area, destroying homes, clogging road-
ways as tens of thousands fled and straining resources
as officials prepared for the situation to worsen early
Wednesday.

The flames from a fire that broke out Tuesday
evening near a nature preserve in the inland foot-
hills northeast of LA spread so rapidly that staff at a
senior living center had to push dozens of residents
in wheelchairs and hospital beds down the street
to a parking lot. The residents waited there in their
bedclothes as embers fell around them until ambu-
lances, buses and even construction vans arrived to
take them to safety.

Another blaze that started hours earlier ripped
through the city’s Pacific Palisades neighborhood, a
hillside area along the coast dotted with celebrity resi-
dences and memorialized by the Beach Boys in their
1960s hit “Surfin’” USA.” In the frantic haste to get
to safety, roadways became impassable when scores
of people abandoned their vehicles and fled on foot,
some toting suitcases.

The traffic jam on Palisades Drive prevented emer-
gency vehicles from getting through and bulldozer
was brought in to push the abandoned cars to the side
and create a path. Video along the Pacific Coast High-
way showed widespread destruction of homes and

A firefighter battles the Palisades Fire as it burns
aresidence in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood
of Los Angeles, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2025. (AP)

businesses along the famed roadway.

Pacific Palisades resident Kelsey Trainor said
the only road in and out of her neighborhood was
blocked. Ash fell all around them while fires burned
on both sides of the road.

“We looked across and the fire had jumped from
one side of the road to the other side of the road,”
Trainor said. “People were getting out of the cars with
their dogs and babies and bags, they were crying and
screaming.

A third wildfire started around 10:30 p.m. and

quickly prompted evacuations in Sylmar, a San Fer-
nando Valley community that is the northernmost
neighborhood in Los Angeles. The causes of all three
fires were under investigation.

Flames were being pushed by Santa Ana winds
topping 60 mph (97 kph) in some places. The winds
were expected to increase overnight, producing iso-
lated gusts that could top 100 mph (160 kph) in moun-
tains and foothills - including in areas that haven’t
seen substantial rain in months.

The situation prompted the Los Angeles Fire De-
partment to take the rare step of putting out a plea
for off-duty firefighters to help. It was too windy for
firefighting aircraft to fly, further hampering the fight.

Gov. Newsom posted on X early Wednesday that
California had deployed more than 1,400 firefighting
personnel to combat the blazes. “Emergency officials,
firefighters, and first responders are all hands on deck
through the night to do everything possible to protect
lives,” Newsom said.

The erratic weather caused President Joe Biden
to cancel plans to travel to inland Riverside County,
where he was to announce the establishment of two
new national monuments in the state. He remained in
Los Angeles, where smoke was visible from his hotel,
and was briefed on the wildfires. The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency approved a grant to help
reimburse California for the firefighting cost.

described Le Pen as a “voice of the
people” who “always served France.”
The post appeared to blur the
boundary the rebranded party had
sought to establish between its fire-
brand founder and its more polished
direction under Marine Le Pen.
President Emmanuel Macron, a

centrist, offered his condolences to
Le Pen’s family and friends in an
uncharacteristically short statement
issued by the presidential palace.

“A historic figure of the far right,
he played a role in the public life
of our country for almost 70 years,
which is now a matter for history to
judge,” the statement read.

Marine Le Pen, thousands of kil-
ometers (miles) away in the French
territory of Mayotte, was inspecting
the aftermath of destructive Cyclone
Chido when her father died.

His death came at a crucial time
for his daughter. She is considered
a leading potential contender for the
next presidential election in 2027, if
she’s not banned from running for
office in an embezzlement case.

A former paratrooper and Foreign
Legionnaire who fought to maintain
French colonial rule in Indochina
and Algeria, Jean-Marie Le Pen was
a wily political strategist and gifted
orator who used his charisma to cap-
tivate crowds.

“If I advance, follow me; if I die,
avenge me; if I shirk, kill me,” Le
Pen said at a 1990 party congress,
reflecting the theatrical style that for
decades fed the fervor of followers.

FM to serve as interim leader

Far-right leader pledges to
‘govern Austria honestly’

VIENNA, Jan 8, (AP): Austrian far-
right leader Herbert Kickl said in his
first comments after being tasked to
form a new government that he aspires
to “govern Austria honestly” as he pre-
pared for talks on a potential coalition
with conservatives who criticized him
sharply in the past.

Kickl said he’s prepared for new
elections if they fail.

His Russia-friendly, anti-immigra-
tion, euroskeptic Freedom Party won
Austria’s parliamentary election in
September but was initially shunned
by other parties. Their efforts to put
together a coalition without it failed.

On Monday, Kickl received a man-
date to try to form what would be the
first national government led by the far
right since World War II. That came af-
ter the conservative Austrian People’s
Party of outgoing Chancellor Karl Ne-
hammer, who announced his resigna-
tion Saturday, made an abrupt U-turn
on its previous refusal to contemplate
working with the Freedom Party under
Kickl.

Kickl - a 56-year-old with a provoc-
ative style - made clear he hasn’t for-
gotten past friction with the People’s
Party. Nehammer has described him as
a “security risk.” The party’s interim
leader, Christian Stocker, said during
the election campaign that anyone vot-
ing for Kickl “is voting for five years of
high risk with radical ideas.”

“Our country was driven into the
wall in the past five years,” Kickl said,
pointing in particular to Austria’s large
budget deficit and what he said was “a
massive trust deficit” accumulated by
mainstream parties. He said he has “a
very, very simple aim, and that is to
govern Austria honestly.”

Kickl said he is reaching out to
Stocker, “and you can believe me, that
isn’t easy for me either - we have an

interesting past together - but it is hon-
est.”

Kickl added he has clear expecta-
tions, including “an awareness of who
won the election, and who finished
second and isn’t the winner.” He also
demanded “an understanding of who
is responsible for the mistakes of the
past” and a partner with stable and
consistent leadership.

Austrian Foreign Minister Alex-
ander Schallenberg will serve as the
country’s interim leader while the
far-right Freedom Party attempts to
put together a new coalition govern-
ment, the presi-

dent’s  office —i
said  Wednes- F \
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Schallenberg, \
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on the duties of
outgoing Chan-
cellor Karl Ne-
hammer, who
announced his
resignation over
the weekend
after his efforts
to put together a coalition without the
Freedom Party collapsed. Nehammer
plans to step down on Friday.

President Alexander Van der Bel-
len’s office said in a statement that the
head of state will formally task Schal-
lenberg with “continuing the manage-
ment of the chancellery and leading the
interim government.”

It will be Schallenberg’s second -
and, again, likely brief - stint as Aus-
tria’s leader. Schallenberg served as
chancellor for less than two months
in late 2021 after Sebastian Kurz re-
signed, before passing the job to Ne-
hammer and returning to the Foreign
Ministry.

Kickl

Austria’s Foreign Minister Alexander Schallenberg speaks with the media
as he arrives for a meeting of EU foreign ministers at the European Council
building in Brussels, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP)

America

Judge blocks report: A fed-
eral judge on Tuesday temporarily
blocked the public release of special
counsel Jack Smith’s report on in-
vestigations into Donald Trump as
an appeals court weighs a challenge

to the disclosure of a much-antici-
pated document just days before the
president-elect reclaims office.

The ruling from U.S. District
Judge Aileen Cannon may represent
a short-lived victory for Trump, but
it’s nonetheless the latest instance of
the Trump-appointed jurist taking ac-
tion in the Republican’s favor. (AP)

g a Q

Southern US shivers: A develop-
ing winter storm threatens to drop
snow, sleet and freezing rain on parts
of Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas
as frigid air that escaped the Arctic
plunges temperatures to subfreezing
levels in some of the southernmost
points of the U.S. (AP)

National Weather Service meteor-
ologists predicted wintry precipitation
across the southern Plains region start-
ing Wednesday night, with snow like-
ly in Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.
Farther south, snow could transition to
sleet and freezing rain. (AP)

NUUK, Jan 8, (AP): President-elect
Donald Trump told residents of Green-
land that “we’re going to treat you well”
as his oldest son visited the mineral-rich
Danish territory that’s home to a large
U.S. military base, heightening specula-
tion that the incoming U.S. administra-
tion could seek to acquire it.

Trump posted a video showing
a plane emblazoned with the word
TRUMP landing in Nuuk, the Arctic
territory’s capital, in a landscape of
snow-capped peaks and fjords.

“Don Jr. and my Reps landing in
Greenland,” Trump wrote. “The recep-
tion has been great. They, and the Free
World, need safety, security, strength,
and PEACE! This is a deal that must
happen. MAGA. MAKE GREEN-
LAND GREAT AGAIN!” Supporters
later posted video of Trump speaking
by phone to locals.

In a statement, Greenland’s govern-
ment said Donald Trump Jr.’s visit was
taking place “as a private individual”

Donald Trump Jr., center, smiles after arriving in Nuuk, Greenland, Tuesday,
Jan. 7, 2025. (AP)

and not as an official visit, and Green-
landic representatives would not meet
with him.

Trump Jr. was in Greenland for a day
trip to shoot video content for podcast-

ing, according to a person familiar with
the plans who was not authorized to
speak publicly. Trump’s eldest son has
become a prominent player in his fa-
ther’s political movement and has served

Trump Jr arrives in Greenland with message
from his dad: ‘We’re going to treat you well’

on his presidential transition team.

Mininguaq Kleist, permanent sec-
retary of the ministry of statehood and
foreign affairs, told The Associated
Press that authorities were informed
that Trump Jr. would stay for about
four to five hours. Neither Trump Jr.’s
delegation nor Greenlandic government
officials had requested a meeting, Kleist
said.

The visit nonetheless had politi-
cal overtones. The president-elect has
voiced a desire - also expressed during
his first presidency - to acquire the ter-
ritory in the Arctic, an area of strategic
importance for the U.S, China, Russia
and others.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Fred-
eriksen said Tuesday that the future of
Greenland would be decided by Green-
land, and called the United States Den-
mark’s most important ally. “Greenland
is not for sale,” Frederiksen said, add-
ing that “we need to stay calm and stick
to our principles”

Europe

Journalist released: An Italian jour-
nalist detained in Iran since Dec. 19
and whose fate became intertwined
with that of an Iranian engineer
wanted by the United States was
freed Wednesday and is heading
home, Italian officials announced.

A plane carrying Cecilia Sala
took off from Tehran after “inten-
sive work on diplomatic and intel-
ligence channels,” Premier Giorgia
Meloni’s office said, adding that
Meloni had informed Sala’s parents
of the news. (AP)

g a Q

FM criticizes sanctions: Hun-
gary’s foreign minister criticized
the outgoing U.S. administration
and its ambassador on Tuesday for
imposing sanctions on the Hungar-
ian minister in charge of the Prime
Minister’s Cabinet Office, Antal
Rogan.

Earlier on the day, the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury announced
that Rogan had been sanctioned
under the Global Magnitsky Hu-
man Rights Accountability Act for
alleged involvement in corruption.
(AP)
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In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, first responders perform
rescue work at a village in Changsuo Township of Dingri County in Xigaze,
southwest China’s Tibet Autonomous Region, Jan. 7, 2025 (Xinhua via AP)

Chinese Vice Premier Zhang Guoging, also a member of the Political Bu-
reau of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, visits a
resident injured in the earthquake at the People’s Hospital of Dingri County

in Xigaze City, southwest China’s Xizang Autonomous Region, Jan. 7,
2025. (Xinhua)

Chinese vice premier stresses all-out rescue efforts

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, rescuers transfer the in-
jured at Zhacun Village of Dingri County in Xigaze, southwest China’s Tibet
Autonomous Region, Tuesday Jan. 7, 2025. (Xinhua via AP)

Tents arrive for survivors of quake that killed 126 in freezing Tibet

BEIJING, Jan 8, (Agencies): Rescuers in the freezing, high-
altitude Tibet region in western China searched a second day
for any remaining victims of a deadly earthquake that struck
near a holy city for Tibetan Buddhists, before shifting their
focus to resettling the survivors.

More tents, quilts, stoves and other relief items were be-
ing delivered Wednesday to people whose homes were un-
inhabitable or unsafe. Temperatures fall well below freezing
overnight in an area with an average altitude of about 4,200
meters (13,800 feet).

In video aired by state broadcaster CCTV, workers could be
seen erecting rows of tents with metal frames and stakes after
nightfall Tuesday. Meant as temporary shelter, they were lined
with quilted padding to keep out the cold. The workers distrib-
uted packaged food items to the shelter occupants, donning blue
winter jackets over their orange uniforms.

The confirmed death toll stood at 126 with another 188
injured as of Tuesday evening, and no further updates were
issued during the day on Wednesday. Hong Li, the director
of Tibet’s Emergency Management Department, told a late
afternoon news conference that the work had shifted from
search and rescue to resettlement and reconstruction.

The earthquake struck an outlying county in the city of
Shigatse, the traditional seat of the Panchen Lama, the sec-

ond-highest figure in Tibetan Buddhism. It was not immedi-
ately known whether he was in his Tashi Lhunpo Monastery
at the time or how much damage Tibet’s second largest city
sustained. The epicenter was about 25 kilometers (15 miles)
from the main part of the city, which is called Xigaze in Chi-
nese and sprawls across a high altitude plain.

More than 500 aftershocks were recorded after the earth-
quake, which the U.S. Geological Survey said measured mag-
nitude 7.1. China’s earthquake center recorded a magnitude of
6.8. The quake was also about 75 kilometers (50 miles) from
Mount Everest and the border with Nepal, where the shaking
sent people running out of their homes in the capital.

A candlelight vigil was planned on Wednesday night in
Dharamsala, India, home to the Dalai Lama, Tibetan Bud-
dhism’s highest figure, and a large Tibetan population. An an-
nouncement on the Dalai Lama’s website said he would lead a
prayer ceremony in memory of the victims on Thursday.

The Dalai Lama is viewed by the Chinese government as
bent on making Tibet independent of China.

Asked about the prayer ceremony, Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Guo Jiakun said, “We are very clear
about the separatist nature and political schemes of the Dalai
Lama and remain highly vigilant.”

Guo expressed confidence that the people in the earth-

quake zone will be able to rebuild under “the strong leader-
ship” of China’s ruling Communist Party.

The Chinese government and followers of the Dalai Lama
have feuded over who should hold the position of Panchen
Lama since a boy appointed by the Dalai Lama disappeared
in the mid-1990s and a Chinese-backed candidate was ap-
proved for the position. The Dalai Lama denounced the
move and has refused to recognize the current Panchen
Lama.

China’s government says Tibet has been part of its terri-
tory for centuries, but many Tibetans say they were func-
tionally independent for most of that time. China’s People’s
Liberation Army invaded the territory in 1950 and the Dalai
Lama fled to India nine years later during an uprising against
Chinese rule, seen as eroding Tibet’s unique Buddhist cul-
ture.

The death toll from the quake included at least 22 of the
222 residents of Gurum, the official Xinhua News Agency
cited the village’s Communist Party chief, Tsering Phuntsog,
as saying. The victims included his 74-year-old mother, and
several other of his relatives remained buried in the debris.

“Even young people couldn’t run out of the houses when
the earthquake hit, let alone old people and children,” Tser-
ing Phuntsog said.

More than 3,600 houses collapsed, according to a prelimi-
nary survey, and 46,000 residents had been relocated, state
media said.

Tibet is generally closed to foreign journalists over reports
about the ill treatment of the population by Chinese authori-
ties.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping ordered “all-out rescue efforts
to save lives and minimize casualties,” Xinhua reported.
Power and communications in the area have been restored,
allowing smoother delivery of emergency goods, it said.

Chinese Vice Premier Zhang Guoging has stressed all-out
efforts to rescue and treat the injured after a 6.8-magnitude
earthquake jolted the Xizang Autonomous Region.

Zhang, also a member of the Political Bureau of the Com-
munist Party of China Central Committee, underscored the
importance of ensuring that the disaster-stricken people stay
safe and warm this winter.

The strong earthquake struck Dingri County in the city
of Xigaze Tuesday, leaving 126 dead and 188 others injured
by midnight.

The vice premier led a team to the quake site to guide the
rescue and relief efforts. Upon his arrival, Zhang immedi-
ately headed to Changsuo Township, the most severely af-
fected area.

DHAKA, Jan 8, (AP): Bangladesh’s
ailing former Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia left the nation’s capital for London
on Tuesday for medical treatment, said
one of her advisers.

Zahiruddin Swapan, an adviser
to Zia, told The Associated Press by
phone that the three-time former pre-
mier and head of the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party left Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport late Tuesday on

Ghana’s President-Elect John Dramani Mahama, waves after taking the
oath of office at his inauguration, at the Independence Square in Accra,
Ghana, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2025. (AP)

Mahama sworn in for historic
3rd time as Ghana faces crisis

an air ambulance.

“Our senior leaders left the airport
seeing her off,” Swapan said.

Her ailments include liver cirrhosis,
cardiac disease and kidney problems,
according to her physician.

Zia left behind a South Asian na-
tion grappling with uncertainty over
its political future after her archrival,
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
was ousted in a student-led mass up-

Bangladesh ailing former premier Zia leaves
country to undergo medical treatment in UK

ACCRA, Jan 8, (AP): John Mahama
was sworn in as president of Ghana for
a third time Tuesday against the back-
drop of the country’s worst economic
crisis in a generation. Thousands of
Ghanaians from all walks of life at-
tended the ceremony in the capital.
Mahama, the opposition leader
who started his political career as the
communications minister, won the
presidential election late last year after
pledging to tackle the economic crisis,
corruption and unemployment.
Mahama, 66, who was previously
Ghana’s president between July 2012
and January 2017, will replace current
President Nana Akufo-Addo. Mahama
was first sworn in as president when
President John Evans Atta Mills died
in July 2012. He served the rest of that
term and then won an election in 2012.
Mahama promised to “reset” the
country on various fronts during a
campaign that prioritized the economy
and largely appealed to young Ghana-
ians who saw the vote as a way out of
the country’s economic crisis.
“There is a seismic shift happening

within the system of global economic
dominance,” he said Tuesday in his
address at the Independence Square in
Accra. "Now more than ever before,
we need to strengthen our ties with our
neighbors to ensure that we are work-
ing together to keep our sub-region
safe.”

The ceremony was attended by sev-
eral African leaders, including Rwan-
da’s Paul Kagame, Kenya’s William
Ruto, Congo’s Felix Tshisekedi and
Burkina Faso’s Capt. Ibrahim Traore.

In his address, Mahama said he will
focus on economic restoration and sta-
bilization of the macroeconomic envi-
ronment, as well as on good govern-
ance and the fight against corruption.

The election in December for both
president and members of parliament
was held against the backdrop of the
country’s worst cost-of-living crisis in
a generation and was seen as a litmus
test for democracy in a region shaken
by extremist violence and coups. West
Africa’s regional bloc of ECOWAS
said the election was generally peace-
ful, a continuing trend in Ghana.

rising in August. Zia and Hasina are
the most influential political leaders in
Bangladesh.

An interim government headed by
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Muham-
mad Yunus is running the country and
plans to hold elections in December
this year or in the first half of 2026.

Sentenced

Zia was sentenced to 17 years in
jail under Hasina’s rule following two
corruption cases stemming from 2001-
2006 when she was prime minister.
Her supporters say the charges against
her were politically motivated, an al-
legation Hasina’s administration de-
nied. Under Yunus, Zia was acquitted
in one of the cases in November and
an appeal in the second case was being
heard on Tuesday.

Zia, 79, was freed from prison on
bail under Hasina through a govern-
ment order and had been undergoing
medical treatment in Bangladesh. But
Hasina’s administration did not allow
her to travel abroad for treatment de-

Lat/Am

Gonzélez says son-in-law kidnapped: Self-exiled Venezuelan op-

spite requests seeking approval.

The special air ambulance was sent
by Qatar’s emir, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. Hun-
dreds of her supporters gathered out-
side her residence in the city’s upscale

position leader Edmundo Gonzélez, who claims to have defeated President
Nicolas Maduro in last year’s presidential election, said his son-in-law was

kidnapped Tuesday in Venezuela’s capital.

Gonzdlez, who was traveling in the United States, said Rafael Tudares
was kidnapped while on his way to drop off Gonzdlez’s two grandchildren at

school in Caracas.

In a post on X, Gonzalez said “hooded men, dressed in black” intercepted
the vehicle and loaded Tudares “into a gold-colored van.” He did not say what

happened to his 6- and 7-year-old grandchildren.

The kidnapping happened despite a significant increase in police and mili-
tary presence since New Year’s Day across Caracas ahead of Friday’s swear-
ing-in ceremony for Maduro, who the government says won a third term in the
July election. The government’s centralized press office did not immediately

respond to a request for comment. (AP)
a a a

Brazil bus mishap claims 7 people: At least seven people were killed
and 15 others injured when a passenger bus overturned early Tuesday in the
state of Piaui in northeastern Brazil, the Federal Highway Police said.

The accident occurred between the municipalities of Sao Goncalo do
Gurgueia and Corrente in southern Piaui, when the bus, en route from Tiangua

to Sao Paulo, veered off the road and overturned.

Preliminary reports suggest that a mechanical failure or delayed reaction

by the driver may have caused the accident.

The bus driver and six passengers died at the scene, while eight women
and seven men of various ages were injured, whose current health status re-

mains unknown. (Xinhua)

a Qa a

Migrants wander in troubled resort: About 100 migrants from various
countries wandered directionless and disoriented through the streets of the

troubled Pacific coast resort of Acapulco.

After walking for a couple weeks through southern Mexico with hundreds
of other migrants, they accepted an offer from immigration officials to come
to Acapulco with the idea they could continue their journey north toward the
U.S. border. Instead, they found themselves stuck on Monday.

Two weeks ahead of President-elect Donald Trump’s second inauguration,
Mexico continues dissolving attention-grabbing migrant caravans and dispersing
migrants throughout the country to keep them far from the U.S. border, while
simultaneously limiting how many accumulate in any one place. (AP)

Asia

MirrorFace behind attacks: Ja-
pan on Wednesday linked more than
200 cyberattacks over the past five
years targeting the country’s national
security and high technology data to
a Chinese hacking group, MirrorFace,
detailing their tactics and calling on
government agencies and businesses
to reinforce preventive measures.

The National Police Agency said its
analysis on the targets, methods and
infrastructure of the cyberattacks by
MirrorFace from 2019 to 2024 con-
cluded they were systematic attacks
linked to China with an aim of stealing
data on Japanese national security and
advanced technology.

The targets of the Chinese govern-
ment-led cyberattacks included Japan’s
Foreign and Defense ministries, the
country’s space agency and individuals
including politicians, journalists, private
companies and think tanks related to ad-
vanced technology, the NPA said.

Experts have repeatedly raised con-
cerns about the vulnerability of Japan’s
cybersecurity, especially as the coun-
try steps up its defense capabilities and
works more closely with the United
States and other partners to strengthen
cyber defenses. Japan has taken steps but
experts say more work is needed. (AP)

g o Q

Bangladesh’s ailing former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, right, leaves in a car on her way to the airport in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, to travel to London for medical treatment, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2025. (AP)

Gulshan area to see her off.

Zia’s motorcade took nearly three
hours to cross about a 10-kilometer
(6-mile) stretch of road to get to the
airport from her residence in Dhaka’s
Gulshan area as thousands of her des-
perate supporters greeted her on the
way, creating traffic chaos. Her hours-
long journey to the airport was broad-
cast live by television stations.

Enamul Haque Chowdhury, a close
aide of Zia, told reporters that the air
ambulance had arrived from Doha to
take her to London, where her eldest
son and heir apparent Tarique Rahman
has been in exile since 2007. Rahman
is the acting chairman of Zia’s Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party and is expected
to lead the party toward the election.
The country’s dynastic politics have
long focused on the families of Hasina
and Zia.

Detention efforts slammed:
Lawyers for impeached South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol denounced
efforts to detain him over his short-
lived imposition of martial law, while
the country’s acting leader expressed
concern Wednesday over a possible
clash between law enforcement agents
and presidential security personnel.
As anti-corruption officials and po-
lice prepared another attempt to detain

Zia is the wife of late President Zi-
aur Rahman, a former military chief.
He rose to prominence during years
of tumultuous politics after Hasina’s
father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
country’s independence leader, was
assassinated along with most of his
family members in a military coup in
1975. Zia’s husband was also killed in
1981 in another military coup after he
formed his political party and ruled the
country as president for three years.
Hasina’s father led Bangladesh’s inde-
pendence war against Pakistan, aided
by India, in 1971.

Zia’s personal physician, A.Z.M.
Zahid Hossain, said Qatar’s emir ar-
ranged the special aircraft with medi-
cal facilities for the former prime
minister, whose ailments include liver
cirrhosis, cardiac disease and kidney
problems.

Yoon following last week’s failed ef-
fort, the presidential security service
fortified Yoon’s compound with barbed
wire and rows of tightly placed vehi-
cles blocking the path to his residence.
The Corruption Investigation Office
for High-Ranking Officials and police
say they will make a more forceful ef-
fort to detain Yoon, warning that they
could arrest members of the presiden-
tial security staff if they obstruct ef-
forts to seize the embattled president.

Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol have

their heads shaved as they attend a rally to oppose his impeachment

near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday,
Jan. 8, 2025. (AP)

Her departure follows dramatic po-
litical developments since last August,
when Hasina’s 15-year rule ended. Hasi-
na fled into exile in India as she and her
close aides faced charges of killing hun-
dreds of protesters during a mass protest
movement that began in July.

Zia’s departure could create a sym-
bolic vacuum in the country’s politics
amid efforts by a student group that led
the anti-Hasina protest to form a new
political party. In the absence of Hasi-
na and her secular Bangladesh Awami
League party, the rise of Islamist po-
litical parties and other Islamist groups
has been visible in the Muslim-majori-
ty country of 170 million people.

Zia’s party has been bargaining with
the Yunus-led government for an elec-
tion sometime this year. Yunus said his
government wants to make some ma-
jor reforms before the election.

The office, which is leading a joint
investigation with police and military,
has been seeking Yoon’s detention
since he repeatedly ignored summons
for questioning about whether his brief
power grab on Dec. 3 constituted re-
bellion. (AP)
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Hiker found after 2 weeks: A
hiker survived on two muesli bars, for-
aged berries and creek water for two
weeks while lost on a remote Austral-
ian mountain range, police said on
Wednesday.

Hadi Nazari, a 23-year-old medical
student from Melbourne, went missing
on Dec. 26 when he separated from
two hiking companions to take photos
in the Kosciuszko National Park in the
Snowy Mountains in New South Wales
State.

He was rescued after he approached
a group of hikers on Wednesday af-
ternoon, telling them he was lost and
thirsty, Police Insp. Josh Broadfoot
said. Nazari had traveled more than 10
kilometers (6 miles) across steep and
densely wooded terrain from where
he was last seen. A major land and
air search had been launched the day
Nazari went missing. More than 300
searchers were involved.

He was reunited with his two hiking
friends on Wednesday before he was
flown to a hospital for a medical as-
sessment, Broadfoot said. (AP)



Kuwalit oil drops to $76.33 per barrel

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8, (KUNA): The price
of Kuwaiti oil went down by 25 cents to USD
76.33 per barrel (pb) on Tuesday, compared
with USD 76.58 pb the previous day, said
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) on  pb.

Wednesday.

At the global level, the Brent crude rose by 75
cents to USD 77.05 pb, and the West Texas Inter-
mediate also went up by 69 cents to USD 74.25
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Al-Subaie at the event.

Minister Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi with Waleed Al-Khashti, Bashar Abdullah, Mubarak Abdulaziz, and Mishal

Organizing committee hosted event highlighting their contributions to the tournament’s success

Honoring a group of volunteers.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Zain participated in a ceremony honoring the vol-
unteers of Khaleeji Zain 26, organized by the tournament’s committee at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel. The event recognized the significant efforts made
by volunteers to ensure the success of this Gulf sporting celebration and
to highlight their contributions to delivering an exceptional edition of the
region’s premier football tournament.

The ceremony was attended by the Chairman of the Supreme Organizing
Committee of Khaleeji Zain 26, H.E. the Minister of Information and Cul-
ture and State Minister for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Bedah Al-Mutairi;
the President of the Kuwait Football Association Sheikh Ahmed Al-Yousef
Al-Sabah; Zain Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Affairs and Relations Officer

Zain participates in ceremony honoring Khaleeji Zain 26 volunteers

Waleed Al-Khashti; Acting Director General of the Public Authority for
Sports Bashar Abdullah; Vice President of the Kuwait Football Association
Mubarak Abdulaziz; and Tournament Director Mishal Al-Subaie.

Zain’s participation in the event underscored its steadfast commitment
to supporting volunteerism and promoting social responsibility values. The
company took pride in recognizing the vital role played by all volunteers in
ensuring the success of Khaleeji Zain 26 from an organizational perspec-
tive, particularly given the massive crowds that attended the tournament.

During the ceremony, volunteers, civil society organizations, and vari-
ous government entities were honored for their contributions. The tour-
nament’s exceptional success would not have been possible without their

efforts, as they were a key factor behind its achievements.

Zain recently concluded its title partnership with the 26th Arabian Gulf
Cup (Khaleeji Zain 26) on a remarkable note, congratulating Bahrain’s na-
tional team on clinching its second-ever championship title after a thrilling
final against Oman, which secured the runner-up position for the second
consecutive time. Since announcing its partnership in September 2024,
Zain has dedicated its resources and national capabilities to ensuring the
success of this major regional tournament. The company expressed pride
in its collaboration with the Arabian Gulf Cup Football Federation, organ-
izing a series of events and contributions throughout the tournament to de-
liver a memorable championship that befits Kuwait’s sports legacy.

S&P GCC composite index up 2.0%, annually, in 2024

Markaz: Global & GCC markets end '24 strong

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Kuwait
Financial Centre “Markaz” re-
leased its Monthly Market Re-
view report for December 2024.
Kuwait equities, which declined
in 2023, was among the top per-
formers in 2024.

Kuwait equity performance
in 2024 was driven by positive
corporate earnings across differ-
ent sectors, especially in bank-
ing. Kuwait’s All Share Index
posted a yearly gain of 8.0%,
with technology and consumer
staples gaining the most for the
year, rising 79.9% and 51.6%
respectively. The index’s gain
was also supported by the bank-
ing sector index which increased
by 9.9% in 2024.The rate cuts by
Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
in H2 2024 shall probably result
in an increase in credit growth.
Among banking stocks, Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) and
Commercial Bank of Kuwait
were the biggest gainers, with a
return of 25.7% and 24.0% re-
spectively. KIB’s net profit in
9M 2024 amounted to KD 16.4
million, an increase of 137%
compared to KD 6.9 million in
9M 2023.

Kuwait’s Main Market index
increased by 24.0% in 2024, as
against an annual increase of
4.8% in the Premier Market in-
dex, driven by the performance
of stocks such as Commercial
Bank of Kuwait and IFA Hotels
and Resorts with 2024 returns of
24.0% and 189.1%, respectively.
However, the performance of the
main market index had limited
effect on the Kuwait All Share
Index as it comprises of less than
20% of the total market capi-
talization of the All Share Index.
Among Premier Market stocks,
Mezzan Holding Company and
Commercial Real Estate Compa-
ny were the largest gainers, with
a return of 56.5% and 48.0% re-
spectively, for the year. Mezzan
Holding Company’s share price
increase was driven by a positive
net profit of KD 12.73 million
for 2023, compared against loss-
es in the previous year, as well
as indications of higher profit-
ability in 2024 reflected by a net
profit of KD 12.01 million for
9M 2024.

GCC equity markets were up
2.0% for the year 2024, indicated
by S&P GCC composite index.
Individually, GCC Markets were
mostly positive during the year,
with only Abu Dhabi and Qatar
equity indices ending the year
registering losses. Dubai’s equity
index was the largest gainer in
the GCC, surging27.1% during
the year on the back of a strong
economic outlook supported by
real estate and tourism sectors.
The Dubai market was valued
slightly above its 5-year median
P/E (9.3x) but remains a relatively
undervalued market compared
to GCC peers. Emaar Develop-
ers and Emaar Properties (parent
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company of Emaar Developers)
share prices surged with a return
of 91.6% and 62.2% respectively
during the year. Emaar Develop-
ment’s property sales rose by 66%
in OM 2024 to AED 48 billion
(US$ 13.1 billion), compared to
AED 28.9 billion (US$ 7.9 billion)
in 9M 2023.Saudi Arabia’s equity
market was positive, gaining 0.6%
for the year.Amongst the blue
chips, Al Rajhi Bank had a return
of 9.4% for the year, while Saudi
Aramco had a return of -15.0%
owing to the impact of continued
oil production cuts through the
year.Qatar equity index declined
the most, falling by2.4% for the
year. Abu Dhabi markets fell 1.7%
for the year driven by poor returns
in large stocks such as Emirates
Telecommunications Group Com-
pany and First Abu Dhabi Bank,
which declined by 16.9% and
1.6%, respectively for the year.

The Kuwaiti Cabinet endorsed
a draft resolution, in December
2024, issuing a law imposing a
15% tax on multinational en-
tities, which have business in
more than one country. The new
tax law which came into effect
as of 1Ist January 2025 and aims
to curb tax evasion and prevent
sending tax revenues to other
countries. UAE will impose a
domestic minimum top-up tax
(DMTT) of 15% on large multi-
national companies operating in
the country in January to boost
non-oil revenue and make tax
avoidance harder.

Most GCC central banks
adopted a monetary easing pol-
icy in line with the FED.Central
Bank reduced interest rates by
about 100 bps in H2 2024, ex-
cept for Qatar which cut rates
by a total of 115 bps in H2 2024
and Kuwait which cut its rates by
only 25 bps in September 2024.

Global markets ended the year
positively, with easing inflation
leading to interest rate cuts by
central banks across the world.
The MSCI World and S&P 500
indices rose 17.0% and 23.3%
respectively during the year.US
equities were driven by further
concentration amongst large
technology stocks, led by the
chase behind Al The US Fed re-
duced interest rates by 50-bps in
September 25-bps in November
and 25-bps in December, follow-
ing signs of easing inflation and
moderation in job growth. The
markets have priced in up to two
25-bps rate cuts in 2025, in line
with the Fed’s December projec-
tions of a terminal benchmark
funds rate of 3.75% to 4.00%
by the end of 2025.The MSCI
EM index relatively underper-
formed with yearly gains of5.1%
weighed down by a negative

performance in South Korea of
-9.6% for the year. This was de-
spite the strong performance of
Taiwan which grew 28.5% dur-
ing the year. Chinese markets-
grew12.6% in 2024, stimulated
by the injection of government
stimulus.

U.S headline inflation was
moderate at 2.7% y/y in No-
vember 2024, compared to al2-
month high of 3.5% y/y in March
2024. There were three rate cuts
during the year by the Fed, by
a total of 100 bps. In the UK,
headline inflation rose by 2.6%
y/y in November 2024, up from
2.3% yly in October 2024, and
the highest inflation since March
2024.There was a divergence in
monetary policy in December
2024, with the Bank of England
keeping rates steady, while the
European Central Bank cut rates
by 25 bps in the month in line
with the Fed.

The yield on the 10-year US
Treasury notes,peaked for the
year at 4.70% in April 2024, and
closed the year at 4.58%. This is
70 bps higher than the 2023 close
of 3.88%.The un-inversion of the
yield curve, following rate cuts in
H2 2024, is visible in the change in
the 10Y-2Y spread which changed
from -39 bps at the end of 2023 to
32.5 bps in 2024.

Oil price settled at USD 74.6 per
barrel, recording a yearly decline
of 3.1% in 2024. Oil prices fell de-
spite the continuation of OPEC+
oil production cuts through 2024,
owing to a decline in demand in
China as well as additional pro-
duction by the U.S. and other
non-OPEC producers. Gold prices
closed at USD 2,623.8/0z., a gain
0f27.2% in 2024driven by pur-
chases by central banks, expecta-
tions of accommodative monetary
policies by global central banks
as well as geopolitical tensions.
Natural gas prices were up 43.8%
during 2024 with a heightened de-
mand stemming from anticipated
below-normal temperatures in
Asia and Europe, coupled with an
estimated decline inU.S invento-
ries for the year.

The outlook for global asset
classes for 2025is dependent on
the monetary policy decisions
by the U.S. Fed, coupled with
policy stances of the incoming
U.S. President.Global markets
have priced in a more measured
approach by central banks with
up to two 25-bps rate cuts by the
Fed in 2025. The extension of
OPEC+ production cuts to April
2025 is expected to support pric-
es but continuing weak demand
from China is likely to lead to
range-bound oil prices in 2025.
OPEC production cuts, regional
geopolitical developments and
the potential impact of tariffs be-
ing imposed by the current US
government, are major themes
that will affect GCC markets in
2025.

Construction sector propels
bank growth amid setbacks

Annual construction financing growth hits 199% in Nov

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8:
The construction sector
in Kuwait witnessed a sig-
nificant increase in bank fi-
nancing during November
2024, with loans provided
to residents and non-resi-
dents rising by 72 million
dinars (16.5 percent) com-
pared to October, reaching
507.4 million dinars, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

This marks a substantial annual
growth of 337.9 million dinars
(199.4 percent) compared to the
169.4 million dinars recorded in
November 2023. Over the first 11
months of 2024, total financing for
the sector reached approximately
3.4 billion dinars.

According to the Central Bank of
Kuwait’s monthly statistics for No-
vember, the accumulated balance of
construction financing saw a slight
monthly decline of 0.3 percent (10
million dinars), falling from 3.058
dinars billion in October to 3.048
billion dinars in November.

However, on an annual basis, the
balance grew by 424 million dinars
(16.1 percent), up from 2.624 billion
dinars in November 2023.

For the entirety of 2023, aggre-
gated financing by local banks to the
construction sector rose by 14 mil-
lion dinars (0.7 percent), increasing
from 1.740 billion dinars in 2022 to
1.754 billion dinars.

Fluctuations in Construction Fi-
nancing During 2024

Nonetheless, the construction
financing fluctuated significantly
throughout 2024 -- January: 156.8
million dinars, February: 416.3 mil-
lion dinars, March: 313.7 million di-
nars, April: 137 million dinars, May:
119.2 million dinars, June: 405.6
million dinars, July: 174.6 million
dinars, August: 281.5 million dinars,
September: 467.9 million dinars and
October: 435.4 million dinars.

The annual increase in the accu-
mulated financing balance reached
425 million dinars, reflecting a 16
percent rise.

Despite the increase in financing,
the construction sector faces signifi-
cant challenges. A major issue has
been the decline in project launches,
contract awards, and delayed pay-
ments to contractors over the past
five years.

Additionally, rising construction
costs, driven by labor shortages and
wage increases, have severely im-
pacted the cost and timeline of resi-
dential projects.

Real estate experts highlight that
the labor shortage is not only quan-
titative but also qualitative, with the
market losing large numbers of ex-
perienced workers in the two years
following the COVID-19 pandemic.

Local banks in Kuwait saw their
total assets rise by 4.84 percent (4.22
billion dinars) annually, reaching
91.41 billion dinars by the end of
November 2024, compared to 87.19
billion dinars in November 2023.
Monthly asset growth stood at 1.4
billion dinars.

The key contributors
growth included:

to this

-- 12.67 percent annual increase in
foreign assets to 27.53 billion dinars.

-- 4.07 percent rise in claims on
the private sector to 47.07 billion
dinars.

-- 17.67 percent increase in other
assets to 3.33 billion dinars.

However, claims on public insti-
tutions declined by 5.72 percent to
3.46 billion dinars, while govern-
ment demands dropped by 32.05
percent.

The value of credit facilities pro-
vided by the banks increased by 745
million dinars during November to
reach 57.118 billion dinars com-
pared to 56.373 billion dinars in Oc-
tober. Personal credit facilities stood
at 19.273 billion dinars. Deposits
also rose by 332 million dinars dur-
ing November, totaling 53.690 bil-
lion dinars.

Despite these gains, the private
sector deposits in foreign currencies
decreased slightly by 0.1 percent, to-
taling 1.9 billion dinars; meanwhile,
the balances of the local banks’
claims on the Central Bank in dinars,
represented by bonds, dropped by
25.3 percent to 1.7 billion dinars.

The substantial increase in financ-
ing for Kuwait’s construction sector
underscores the sector’s importance
to the national economy. However,
persistent challenges, such as labor
shortages and rising costs, call for
strategic interventions to ensure sus-
tainable growth and development.

The local banks’ robust perfor-
mance and asset growth provide a
solid foundation for addressing these
challenges and supporting the sec-
tor’s recovery and expansion.

‘Former OAPEC renamed Arab Energy Organization’

AEO marks 57 yrs of Arab energy cooperation

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8, (KUNA):
Over the past 57 years, the Arab
Energy Organization (AEO), for-
merly known as the Organization
of Arab Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OAPEC), has played a pivotal
role in fostering energy cooperation
among Arab nations, and has be-
come a cornerstone in advancing
joint Arab action.

Founded on January 9, 1968,
through an agreement signed in Bei-
rut by Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and
Libya, the organization was estab-
lished as a specialized regional Arab
body with an international character,
and Kuwait was chosen as its head-
quarters.

Since its inception, AEO’s mem-
bership has expanded, the UAE,
Qatar, Bahrain, and Algeria joined
in 1970, followed by Syria and Iraq
in 1972, and Egypt in 1973. Tunisia
joined in 1982, although its member-
ship was suspended in 1986.

On this occasion, AEO Secretary-

General Jamal Al-Loughani told
KUNA Wednesday that the organiza-
tion’s primary goal is to foster cooper-
ation among member states in various
economic activities within the petrole-
um industry, which includes strength-
ening relations among members and
safeguarding their legitimate interests
in the industry, both individually and
collectively.

Al-Loughani highlighted the or-
ganization’s efforts to ensure the fair
and equitable delivery of petroleum
to consumer markets while creating
favorable conditions for the petro-
leum industry in member states.

He also emphasized the organi-
zation’s focus on promoting shared
economic benefits through initiatives
such as the establishment of compa-
nies jointly owned by member states,
which significantly contributes to the
development of the Arab petroleum
industry over the decades.

As energy industries evolve, with
growing emphasis on renewable and

sustainable energy and stricter en-
vironmental regulations, AEO has
adapted to these changes. In Decem-
ber 2022, its council issued Resolu-
tion No. 109/9 to review and mod-
ernize the organization’s objectives,
activities, and even its name.

After two years of extensive ef-
fort, the 113th Ministerial Meeting
of AEOQ, held in December 2024 in
Kuwait, culminated in a decision to
restructuring and redrafting of the
agreement establishing it, modern-
izing its operations, and renaming
it the Arab Energy Organization
(AEO).

According to Al-Loughani, this
decision empowers the organiza-
tion’s General Secretariat to con-
tinue developing its activities and
the first phase of the reform project,
which involved proposing amend-
ments, has been completed.

These amendments will take ef-
fect once ratified by the legislative
authorities in each member state.



BUSINESS

ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2025

9

His Excellency the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research and Acting Minister of Education, Dr.
Nader Abdullah Mohammed Al-Jalal, during his inspection of the company’s pavilion.

A photo of the trainees with the company employees who supervised their training.

In line with its strategy to promote transparency, inclusivity, and a culture of care through feedback-driven actions

stc focuses on enhancing employee experience

through

stc employees visiting Huawei headquarters in China.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Kuwait
Telecommunications Company
— stc, a world-class digital lead-
er providing innovative services
and platforms to customers, en-
abling the digital transformation
in Kuwait, emphasized its ongo-
ing commitment to enhance its
internal work culture through
transformative initiatives that
focus on elevating the employ-
ee experience. With its strategy
set on setting new standards in
achieving employee well-being
and promoting professional
growth, stc has introduced new
programs and policies aimed at
further improving transparency
and inclusivity while main-
taining a feedback-driven and
open culture at the Company.
Accordingly, our last employee
engagement survey reflected
the positive impact of the com-
pany’s efforts.

Ideal employer of choice in
Kuwait by Universum

stc was ranked the number
one ideal employer of choice
for engineers and IT profes-
sionals in Kuwait according to
Universum’s custom research
in comparison with 19 of the
strongest brands in Kuwait.
The recognition serves as a
testament to stc’s progres-
sive approach to fostering a
dynamic and innovative work
environment.Universum con-
ducted a research-based report
this year highlighting the most
attractive employers in Kuwait
based on talent’s overall opin-
ion and perception of different
companies.

Abdulaziz Al-Mathkoor,
Chief Human Resources Officer
of stc, said, “At stc, we believe
that attracting and retaining top
talent is crucial for our success.
Our strategy focuses on provid-
ing a supportive and inclusive
environment where profession-
als can thrive. As a pioneer in
Kuwait’s telecom market and
the private sector, we take pride
in setting the benchmark within
our industry in the engineering
and IT fields in Kuwait.”

The ‘WithU’ Program

As part of its transforma-
tive strategy, stc introduced the
‘Employee Experience Depart-
ment’, a specialized team that
focuses primarily on oversee-
ing the different stages within
an employee’s lifecycle at the
Company, from hiring to re-
tirement. The team will collect
and evaluate feedback from em-
ployees regarding their unique
experiences at the Company.

Upon assessing the informa-
tion, suggestions will be shared
through ‘WithU’, a program
designed to share various Fo-
rum Talk touchpoints that will
reach all employees, including
the stc’s executive management
team. WithU aims to generate
valuable dialogue from employ-
ees, leveraging on stc’s existing
open-door policy. The objective
of this initiative is to ensure that
employees’ voices are not only
heard, but their feedback can in
return help shape the workplace
experience, resulting in the
launch of new initiatives based
on their recommendations.

Commenting on stc’s cultural
transformation, Abdulaziz Al-
Mathkoor, Chief Human Re-
sources Officer at stc, said, “The
‘WithU’ program at stc was cre-
ated to ensure that every em-
ployee’s voice is heard and that
their feedback is taken seriously
across all levels of the organiza-
tion. Employee well-being is a
primary indicator of a prosper-
ous work environment, and at
stc, we are committed to hav-
ing a culture where individuals
feel valued and supported. The
launch of this engaging pro-
gram aligns directly with our
internal strategy to positively
transform our culture into a new
trajectory, while focusing on
transparency and inclusivity.”

Empowerment  Through
Mentorship

In addition to the WithU pro-
gram, stc has launched a men-
torship program where expe-

i g
i

rienced leaders are elected to
guide and empower employees
in further growing and devel-
oping their careers. Several
initiatives have been launched
under the mentorship program
to ensure that mentees gain ex-
perience and added knowledge
that can enable them to excel in
their careers and develop their
competencies. This collabora-
tive approach aligns with stc’s
strategic approach to develop-
ing a motivating and empow-
ering culture where employees
can explore their capabilities in
a nurturing and positive envi-
ronment.

Al-Mathkoor, added, “At stc,
our people come first, which is
why we are driven to explore
different approaches and initia-
tives to ensure that we are pro-
viding ample opportunities for
our employees to grow. We
have witnessed how our men-
torship program has assisted
employees in developing their
careers. Through the guidance
of experienced professionals
operating in the same Company,
employees can focus directly on
the areas that will assist them
in enhancing their roles in the
Company and further contribut-
ing to the Company’s success.”

Work-life Balance

In its mission to promote a
work-life balance, stc intro-
duced a remote work policy
for employees, where they can
complete their tasks outside the
office. The policy was intro-
duced to reduce the pressure on

stc employees’ participation in the Innovation Challenge Program.

culture transformation nitiatives

Trainees in a group photo with the Acting CEO of the Human Resources Sector and a number of the com-

employees, allowing them the
option to complete their tasks
irrespective of their physical
presence at the office. With the
launch of the remote work poli-
cy, the Company has witnessed
higher levels of productivity
amongst employees, as well as
an increase in employee satis-
faction. Aside from working re-
motely, stc introduced reduced
working hours, becoming one of
the few companies in Kuwait’s
private sector to implement a
seven-hour workday. These
measures reflect stc’songoing
commitment to supporting its
employees both professionally
and personally.

Assessing Engagement

stc tracks all employee feed-
back, including the effective-
ness of its various programs
through an annual engagement
survey that is shared with all
employees. The survey reflects
the success of each initiative
through an engagement score
that will determine the impact
of the various efforts launched
by stc. This enables the Com-
pany’s involved teams to gain
firsthand feedback from em-
ployees and determine where
each program can be further
enhanced to benefit employ-
ees. The programs that receive
high engagement scores are
acknowledged for their posi-
tive impact and are maintained
for the benefit of employees.
The survey also aligns with
the Company’s commitment to
promoting transparency, con-

StC

stc ranked topideal employer
in Kuwait far Infermation

Technologya
professior

2024 Universum custom résearch

pany’s executive management.

tinuous development, and open
communication.

stc’s Internship Program

Aside from its strategic fo-
cus on empowering employ-
ees, stc held two internship
programs throughout the year
for recent graduates. The first
program was held from Feb-
ruary till May 2025, whereas
the second program ran from
June to August 2025. Over-
all, the internship programs
invited 20 interns who com-
pleted a total of 120 hours.
Each intern was assigned to
a different department where
they participated in a spe-
cific program in which they
presented to the Company’s
executive management team
and general managers. The
participating interns were
students in various univer-
sities in Kuwait including
the American University of
Kuwait, Kuwait University,
Gulf University for Science
and Technology, Australian
University, and the Ameri-
can University of the Middle
East.

Training Abroad with Huawei

Leveraging its relationship with
leading global organizations, stc
collaborated with Huawei to host
a comprehensive training session
for employees at Huawei’s train-
ing center in Shenzhen, China.
A total of 20 employees were
selected from stc to participate
in the training session abroad to
enhance their knowledge in vari-
ous technologies. The training

Employer of Choice.

Al-Mathkoor:

H stc is committed to
having a culture where
individuals feel valued
and supported.

B Our people come
first, which is why we
are driven to provide
ample opportunities for
our employees to grow.

session covered trending topics
in the digital world including
Artificial Intelligence (Al), Big
Data, Cybersecurity, and network
related topics. The employees
were trained by Huawei instruc-
tors and were taken on a company
tour which included visiting Hua-
wei’s Data Centers, Research and
Development Campus, as well as
multiple showrooms that featured
the technologies.

Talent Incubator Program

By the end of the year, stc
launched its ‘Talent Incuba-
tor Program’ for recent gradu-
ates. The program served as a
unique and innovative initia-
tive for young graduates to fur-
ther develop their skills, while
also gaining real-world expe-
rience. It provided participants
with a comprehensive expo-
sure of stc’s work culture and
various departments, includ-
ing an opportunity to shadow
globally recognized consult-
ants, particularly in areas such
as transformation and change
management. The Company
hired 18 recent graduates who
were assigned to different de-
partments as part of the one-
year program. Under the ‘Tal-
ent Incubator Program’, stc
aspires to identify and nurture
local talent by providing them
with the skills and opportuni-
ties that will shape graduates
today to adapt and excel in a
fast-paced and highly compet-
itive industry.

Al-Mathkoor concluded, “As
we continue to shape a culture
that places employees at the
heart of our mission, we remain
dedicated to upholding our
commitment to foster an envi-
ronment where every individual
feels empowered to thrive. Our
initiatives are designed not only
to elevate employee satisfaction
but to cultivate a dynamic work-
place that encourages growth,
engagement, and excellence at
every level. At stc, we believe
that by investing in our people,
we are investing in our collec-
tive success and future.”
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The second issuance under KFH Sukuk program

KFH issues $1 billion 5-year Sukuk

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Kuwait
Finance House (KFH) announced
the successful issuance of a 5-year
Senior Unsecured Sukuk of US$1
bn. The Sukuk will be listed on the
London Stock Exchange. This is the
second issue under KFH US$ 4 bn
Sukuk Program.

The Sukuk were priced at 95 ba-
sis points above the US Treasury
Bonds, with a yield of 5.376% per
annum.

KFH’s Sukuk issuance was over-
subscribed by more than 2 times.
The issuance received demand from
regional and global investors (the
Middle East, Europe and Asia),
most of them banks, financial insti-
tutions, and investment funds.

KFH Acting Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Abdulwahab Iesa
Al Rushood

In a press release, KFH Acting
Group Chief Executive Officer,
Abdulwahab Iesa Al Rushood said
that successful issuance, which
was oversubscribed within a single
day, confirms the confidence that
regional and global investors have
placed in KFH, its capabilities,
strategy, and reputation. In addition,
it reflects the prestigious position it
enjoys among financial institutions
and capital markets, as well as its
efficient operations and reliable and
outstanding performance.

He explained that the aim of this
issuance is to finance KFH's op-
erations and diversify its financing

i o

Abdulwahab lesa Al Rushood

Ahmad Eissa Al-Sumait

Al Rushood:

B The significant demand
affirms KFH’s creditwor-
thiness and investors’
confidence

sources. Additionally, the new is-
suance gives KFH the opportunity
toincrease its financing and invest-
ment capabilities, support the in-
frastructure projects and the local
economic sectors, as well as help
customers with their expansion
plans regionally and globally.

Al Rushood thanked investors for
their trust and extended his grati-
tude to lead managers, coordinators,
partners, and stakeholders for the

Al-Sumait:

B KFH attaches great impor-
tance to the Sukuk mar-
ket due to its significance
as a major financial in-
strument in the global
markets

successful completion of the issu-
ance in record time. This achieve-
mentwas further highlighted by an
oversubscription that exceeded the
required level.

KFH General Manager Treas-
ury Kuwait, Ahmad Eissa Al-
Sumait

Meanwhile, KFH General Man-
ager Treasury Kuwait, Ahmad Ei-

ssa Al-Sumait, expressed pride in the
successful issuance of a Senior Unse-
cured Sukuk of US$1 billion, which
attracted significant demand from in-
vestors and was oversubscribed.

He indicated this issuance was
the first Sukuk issuance of 2025 in
the region and the first announce-
ment of any issuance in the region
of 2025.

Al-Sumait added that KFH at-
taches great importance to the
Sukuk market due to its significance
as a major financial instrument in
the global markets. He added that
the Sukuk market enjoys high de-
mand from investors, and helps
issuers implement their future ex-
pansion and growth plans. He fur-
ther highlighted the role of Islamic
financing instruments in expanding
the global financial markets. This is
reflected in the strong demand for
Sukuk from investors worldwide.

“Acted as the sole global coordi-
nator for the Sukuk issuance, KFH
Capital has succeeded in strength-
ening its role in arranging such is-
suances regionally and globally.”
Al-Sumait said.

Lead managers of the issuance
are: KFH Capital, HSBC, Dubai Is-
lamic Bank, First Abu Dhabi Bank,
Boubyan Bank, Standard Chartered
(SCB), Mashreq Bank, Mizuho
Bank, Abu Dhabilslamic Bank, Arab
Banking Corporation (ABC), and Is-
lamic Corporation for the Develop-
ment of the Private Sector (ICD).

UAE leads GCC with $49.7B in bond issuances

GCC records historic fixed income issuances in 2024

By KAMCO Invest

he year 2024 started with upbeat

expectations for rate cuts across
the globe resulting in a steep decline
in yields. As a result, the start of the
year witnessed record bond issuances
globally, and especially from emerg-
ing market economies that wanted
to lock in lower interest rates. The
consensus estimates on interest rate
futures factored in six cuts in 2024 at
the start of the year. However, as data
on inflation showed resilience, the
expectation on rate cuts were drasti-
cally reduced. The year closed with
100 bps cuts from the US Fed and the
ECB to their respective policy rates.

Fixed income issuances globally
reached a new record high during
the year reaching USD 10.7 Trillion,
registering a growth of 20% vs. 2023,
as per data from LSEG. New offer-
ings came in over 34,000 instruments
with a growth of 15% vs. last year.
Investment grade issuances from cor-
porates came in at over USD 5 Tril-
lion for the first time on record while
high yield instruments aggregated
at USD 401.3 Billion registering an
82% increase over 2023. Data on
quarterly issuances showed elevated
levels during the first three quarters
that decline during Q4-2024.

In the GCC, aggregate bonds is-
sued also reached a record high and
was over USD 100 Bn for the first
time on record at USD 103.4 Bn dur-
ing 2024 as compared to USD 60.5
Bn during 2023. Corporates out-
paced GCC governments with total
bond issuances of USD 70.1 Bn reg-
istering a growth of 74.0% vs. 2023
while issuances from governments
in the region reached USD 33.3 Bn
with an equally strong y-o-y growth
of 65.0%. At the country level, UAE
remained the biggest bond issuer in
the GCC and the MENA region with
total issuances of USD 49.7 Bn dur-
ing 2024 as compared to USD 31.2
Bn last year followed by Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar.

Expectation for GCC issuances re-
main upbeat for 2025 led by forecasts
of subdued oil prices and a strong
pipeline of projects that would drive
issuances from the government. Def-
icit financing and maturities would
account for the bulk of the issuances.
Corporate issuances, meanwhile,
would be rate sensitive and would
depend on the likely rate path during
the 2H-2025.

MENA Bond Issuances

Bond issuances in the MENA re-
gion reached a three-year high level
during 2024 mainly led by a steep
increase in corporate issuances during
the year. Aggregate bond issuances in
the MENA region reached USD 141.1
Bn during the year vs. USD 101.2 Bn
during 2023, an increase of 39.4% or
USD 39.8 Bn. Governments in the re-
gion raised USD 68.9 Bn from bonds
during the year as compared to USD
60.5 Bn during 2023. On the other
hand, corporate issuances were high-
er than government issuances in the
MENA region for the first time in at
least the last six years reaching USD
72.2 Bn in 2024 as compared to USD
40.7 Bn in 2023, registering a strong
growth of 77.4%.

In terms of sector at the MENA lev-
el, Banks showed the biggest growth
in issuances during the year while
issuances from Financial Services
sector declined by a fifth. Issuances
from Energy and Chemicals compa-
nies also featured heavily as top issu-
ers during the year. Aggregate issu-
ances by MENA banks reached USD
41.3 Bn during the year, increasing
by almost two - thirds as compared
to 2023. There were new issuances
in the Integrated Oils and Explora-
tion & Production sectors during the
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year at USD 6.0 Bn and USD 4.4 Bn,
respectively.

Within the MENA region, GCC
countries were the key drivers of
higher bond issuances during the
year accounting for more than 73%
of the total issuances. Total bond is-
suances by GCC countries reached a
record high level during the year and
stood at USD 103.4 Bn during 2024
as compared to USD 60.5 Bn dur-
ing 2023, registering an increase of
71.0% or USD 42.9 Bn. On the other
hand, bond issuances by non-GCC
MENA countries (Egypt, Morocco,
Jordan, Tunisia and Lebanon) de-
clined for the third consecutive year
to reach USD 37.7 Bn in 2024 as
compared to USD 40.7 Bn in 2023.
The biggest decline was seen in issu-
ances by Morocco that reached USD
11.0 Bn in 2024 as compared to USD
17.1 Bn in 2023, a decline of USD
6.2 Bn during the year. On the other
hand, UAE witnessed the biggest
growth in issuances during the year
reaching USD 49.7 Bn during 2024
as compared to USD 31.2 Bn in 2023
followed by Qatar that recorded a
growth of USD 13.4 Bn. UAE was
also the biggest bond issuer in the
region followed by Saudi Arabia and
Qatar with aggregate issuances of
USD 30.8 Bn and USD 16.8

Bn, respectively. In terms of type
of issuers in the GCC, both govern-
ment and corporates in the region
registered higher y-o-y bond issu-
ances in 2024. Total sovereign bond
issuances in the GCC stood at USD
33.3 Bnin 2024 as compared to USD
20.2 Bn in 2023. On the other hand,
GCC corporates recorded issuances
of USD 70.1 Bn in 2024 vs. USD
40.3 Bn in 2023.

Global Sukuk Issuances

Global sukuk issuances increased
during 2024 after showing a decline
in 2023. Aggregate issuances reached
a three-year high level at USD 132.5
Bn as compared to USD 121.1 Bn
in issuances during 2023, recording
a growth of USD 11.3 Bn or 9.3%
during the year. The increase was
mainly led by higher issuances from
GCC issuers while non-GCC global
sukuk issuers witnessed a decline for
the second straight year.

Saudi Arabia was the top global
sukuk issuer during the year for the
fifth straight year with aggregate is-
suances reaching USD 54.9 Bn as
compared to USD 37.0 Bn in 2023,
registering a growth of USD 17.9 Bn
or almost 50%. The growth came af-
ter two consecutive years of decline in
sukuk issuances in the Kingdom dur-
ing 2022 and 2023. The growth was
mainly led by higher sukuk issuances
from the government that almost dou-
bled during the year to reach USD
34.1 Bn in 2024 vs. USD 17.9 Bn in

2023 while corporate sukuk issuances
in the Kingdom showed a smaller in-
crease of around 10% to reach USD
20.8 Bn in 2024 vs. USD 19.1 Bn in
2023. Malaysia was next with aggre-
gate sukuk issuances at USD 25.7 Bn
in 2024 as compared to USD 30.8 Bn
in 2023. Issuances in Malaysia was
the lowest in ten years during 2024
that was mainly led by a steep drop in
government sukuk issuances as com-
pared to historical levels. Total gov-
ernment sukuk issuances in Malaysia
reached USD 7.1 Bn in 2024 vs. USD
12.7 Bn in 2023 while corporate issu-
ances in Malaysia registered a small
y-0-y gain of 2.5% to reach USD 18.5
Bn in 2024 as compared to USD 18.1
Bn in 2023. UAE ranked third glob-
ally with total sukuk issuances reach-
ing USD 11.1 Bn during 2024 as com-
pared to USD 12.4 Bn in issuances in
2023.

Sovereign sukuk issuers continued
to lead during 2024 with higher is-
suances as compared to corporates.
However, the share of government
issuances continued to decline in
2024 vs. historical levels. Total
government sukuk issuances stood
at USD 72.1 Bn in 2024, as com-
pared to USD 69.6 Bn in 2023. On
the other hand, corporate sukuk is-
suances was the highest on record
during 2023, reaching USD 60.3 Bn
during the year as compared to USD
51.6 Bn during 2023. This was also
reflected in the record share of corpo-
rate sukuk issuers that reached 45.5%
during 2024 as compared to 42.6%
during 2023.

Higher sukuk issuances by Saudi
Arabia and Qatar supported the
growth in aggregate sukuk issuances
in the GCC in 2024. Total sukuk is-
suances in the GCC stood at a record
high of USD 82.1 Bn in 2024 as
compared to USD 56.1 Bn in 2023
whereas non-GCC global sukuk issu-
ances stood at USD 50.4 Bn in 2024
vs. USD 65.1 Bn in 2023.

Expectations

The outlook for 2025 remains
clouded by a number of factors and
most important one being the ex-
pected policies of the new incoming
government in the US. The likely
change in policies in the US is fore-
casted to be inflationary, further
adding to US Fed’s worries about
fighting sticky inflation. The infla-
tion for November-2024 and the Fed
comments pointed to a departure
from dovish policies to a hawkish
stance. This would mean interest
rates are expected to remain elevated
for a longer time as compared to the
previous expectations. The health
of the US economy which remains
resilient to higher interest rates also
is a cause for the likely hawkish
policies in 2025. The US economy

is expected to show steady growth
in 2025 and the worries about a soft
landing or a recession have almost
completely out of question. And this
was reflected in the rate cut outlook
for 2025 with the Fed officials sign-
aling two cuts in 2025 in their latest
forecast as against four cuts expected
in September-2024. The consensus
is also factoring in around two rate
cuts in 2025 by the US Fed and four
to five cuts by the ECB. Meanwhile,
eurozone inflation was following a
gradual declining path but with the
release of flash estimate inflation
for December-2024 that showed in-
flation reaching the highest in five
months since July-2024 at 2.4%, the
rate cut path for the ECB is likely to
be derailed and the ECB could follow
a path similar to the US by slowing
the pace of rate cuts in 2025.

We expect rate cuts by GCC cen-
tral banks to be broadly in line with
the US fed due to the pegged cur-
rencies. Kuwait is expected to be an
exception in the GCC as its currency
pegged to a basket of currencies. We
expect Kuwait’s central banks to
cut rate at a relatively smaller pace
vs. the US Fed as seen in 2024. This
is mainly because Kuwait central
bank implemented the smallest rate
hike over the last two years and is
therefore expected to cut rates at the
smallest pace.

Expectations in terms of fixed in-
come issuances globally for 2025
may be curtailed as compared to
the record issuances seen in 2024.
A higher than previously forecasted
yields is one of the key reasons for
the y-o-y decline expected in 2025.
Moreover, global debt remains at a
record high currently and with el-
evated interest rates, the cost of debt
servicing is also at a record high, in-
dicating increasing pressure on cor-
porate profits in the new year as well
as higher probabilities of corporate
failures. This was seen in 2024 that
registered a 33.5% increase in bank-
ruptcies in the US during 9M-2024
led by higher interest rates, inflation,
higher labor costs and post-pandemic
shifts in consumer spending. These
trends continue to prevail as we enter
2025 as we could most likely see an
increasing trend in bankruptcies.

In terms of GCC fixed income issu-
ances, maturities are elevated in 2025
at USD 89.8 Bn and the refinancing
of these instruments are expected to
account for the bulk of the issuances
by corporates and governments in the
region this year. We are seeing a fund
raising spree in the US as treasury
yields are trending upwards. The re-
cent issuance of USD 12.0 Bn bonds
by Saudi Arabia and the USD 1 Bn
sukuk issuance by Kuwait’s KFH are
seen as following similar strategies.
Issuances in 2025 would be further
supported by a strong pipeline of
projects across the GCC related to
the respective diversification goals.

We expect fresh issuances to come
during the 2H-2025 as more clarity
emerges in terms of interest rates and
inflation. A fear that some of the rate
cuts may be reversed in 2026 could
also trigger higher issuances to lock
in lower rates. Fiscal deficits by some
sovereigns in the region, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia’s forecasted USD
27.0 Bn in deficits, is another factor
supporting issuances by GCC sover-
eigns. The Kingdom has forecasted
around USD 80 Bn in funding needs
to cover fiscal deficits and debt ma-
turities. The outlook for sukuk issu-
ances is also positive with GCC ex-
pected to dominate the market once
again, in line with the last few years.
A rising demand for sukuks as well
as sustainable financing is expected
to drive growth in global issuances
of sukuks and ESG compliant sukuk
instruments.

8.57-point rise in general index

Boursa ends Wednesday’s
trading with mixed results

By Mahmoud Shendi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8:
Boursa Kuwait closed
Wednesday’s trading ses-
sion with its general index
edging up by 8.57 points,
or (.11 percent, to settle at
7,486.42 points.

The session saw a total of 497.2
million shares exchanged through
22,820 cash transactions, with a
turnover of 130.3 million Kuwaiti
dinars (approximately $400 mil-
lion).

The Main Market Index, how-
ever, declined by 35.72 points, or
0.51 percent, to end at 7,014.82
points. This segment recorded the
trading of 152.8 million shares
through 8,443 cash transactions,
valued at 21.5 million Kuwaiti di-
nars (around $66.2 million).

Meanwhile, the Premier Mar-
ket Index gained 20.72 points, or
0.26 percent, closing at 7,972.95
points. It accounted for 344.4 mil-
lion shares traded through 14,377
transactions, with a value of 108.8
million Kuwaiti dinars (roughly
$335.1 million).

The Main 50 Index also posted
a modest increase, rising by 3.25
points, or 0.05 percent, to reach
7,005.15 points. A total of 68.9
million shares were traded in
this segment through 4,281 cash
transactions, valued at 11.9 mil-
lion Kuwaiti dinars (approximate-
ly $36.6 million).

On Tuesday, Boursa Kuwait
closed with its general index ris-
ing by 47.5 points, or 0.6 percent,
reaching 7,477 points.

The session saw a total of
282 million shares traded across
15,244 transactions, valued at
63.7 million dinars (approximate-
ly $194 million).

The market value increased

by 282 million dinars, reaching
44.258 billion dinars, up from
43.976 billion dinars in the previ-
ous session, driven by active buy-
ing on leading stocks.

The main market index gained
25.7 points, or 0.3 percent, to
settle at 7,050 points, with 145.1
million shares traded in 7,402
transactions, worth 18.7 million
dinars (around $57.5 million).

The premier market index rose
55.6 points, or 0.7 percent, to
7,952 points, through 136.8 mil-
lion shares traded in 7,842 trans-
actions, totaling 44.9 million
dinars (approximately $138 mil-
lion).

The “Main 50 index also saw
an increase of 14.6 points, or 0.2
percent, to reach 7,001 points,
with 81.4 million shares traded in
4,153 transactions, valued at 11
million dinars (around $33.8 mil-
lion).

During the session, 10 sectors
experienced growth, with the
technology sector leading by a
2.86 percent increase. In contrast,
the consumer goods and consum-
er services sectors saw declines of
1.91 percent and 0.08 percent, re-
spectively. The healthcare sector
remained unchanged.

Among individual stocks, 69
companies saw price increases,
led by “Osool” with a 13.99 per-
cent rise. On the other hand, 46
stocks declined, with “Ammar”
experiencing a 5.37 percent drop.
“Arzan” was the top stock in
terms of volume, with 26.44 mil-
lion shares traded, while “Bay-
tak” led in liquidity with a value
of 7.51 million dinars.

The companies that posted the
most gains were Osool, Imtiyaz-
at, Madar and Aqar, while Am-
mar, Hayat.com, Foodaak and
Khaleeji saw the most significant
declines.

A luxury SUV with 345 HP

Mazda CX-90 wins ‘Best

Family SUV 24’ In

DOHA, Jan 8: Mazda CX-90
MHEV has been awarded the
“Best Family SUV 2024” title at
the Arab Car of the Year (ARAB-
COTY) awards, held in Doha, Qa-
tar.

This prestigious recognition
highlights the vehicle’s excep-
tional design, robust performance,
and advanced safety and technol-
ogy features. KAICO (Al-Shaya&
Al-Sagar), the authorized distribu-
tor of Mazda in Kuwait, proudly
celebrates this achievement, as
the CX-90 stands out as a premier
model offering a luxury driving
experience that combines perfor-
mance and comfort. The award
was based on an evaluation of
design, performance, safety, and
technology by a distinguished
panel of judges across the Middle
East. With its debut slogan “For
the Journey of Your Life,” the CX-
90 MHEYV is the ideal family SUV,
blending comfort, performance,
and safety in a way that sets it apart
from its competitors.

Mazda, with over 100 years of
innovation and excellence, contin-
ues to lead the automotive indus-
try, exemplified byMazda CX-90.
This luxury SUV reflects Mazda’s
legacy, blending outstanding per-
formance with advanced technol-
ogy and sustainability.

Equipped with a 3.3-liter V6
engine and a 48-volt Mild Hybrid
Boost system, the CX-90 deliv-
ers 345 horsepower and 500 Nm

Doha

of torque, offering the perfect
combination of power, efficiency,
and environmental conscious-
ness tailored for the GCC region.
The 2024 CX-90 also features a
thoughtfully designed interior with
spacious seating, premium Nappa
leather, and a range of luxury
features, including a panoramic
sunroof, ventilated seats, and indi-
vidualized climate control for each
passenger.

On this occasion, Mr. Ash-
ish Tandon, General Manager of
Kuwait Automotive Imports Co
W.L.L (KAICO), expressed pride
in Mazda’s achievement, stating,
“As the authorized distributor of
Mazda in Kuwait, we take great
pride in delivering world-class au-
tomotive solutions that exceed our
customers’ expectations. Our long-
standing partnership with Mazda
underscores our commitment to
offering the best vehicles in the
Kuwaiti market.”

Mazda Brand Manager, Mr.
Marc Ghanimeh, also shared his
enthusiasm, saying, “At Mazda,
our goal is not just to offer vehicles
but to provide a driving experience
that surpasses expectations. This
‘Best Family SUV’ award reflects
Mazda’s dedication to innovation
and quality, and here at Mazda
Kuwait, we aim to be the preferred
brand for those seeking refined
design, outstanding performance,
and cutting-edge technology.”

Mazda CX-90 MHEV named Best Family SUV at Arab Car of the Year
Awards.
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Navy vet’s lawsuit adds pressure to struggling network
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CNN defamation trial hits at low point for legacy media

NEW YORK, Jan 8, (AP): At a particularly inopportune
time for legacy media and CNN, the news outlet is on
trial in Florida this week, accused of defaming a Navy
veteran involved in rescuing endangered Afghans from
that country when the US ended its involvement there
in 2021.

The veteran, Zachary Young, blames CNN for de-
stroying his business when it displayed his face onscreen
during a story that discussed a “black market” in smug-
gling out Afghans for high fees at the time of the Taliban
takeover.

In a broader sense, the case puts the news media on
the stand in journalism critic Donald Trump’s home state
weeks before he’s due to begin his second term as presi-
dent, and on the same day Facebook’s parent introduced a
Trump-friendly policy of backing off fact checks. Young’s
attorney, Kyle Roche, leaned into the press’ unpopularity
in his opening arguments on Tuesday.

“You’re going to have an opportunity to do something
significant in this trial,” Roche told jurors in Florida’s
14th Judicial Circuit Courts in Panama City on Tuesday.
“You’re going to have an opportunity to send a message to
mainstream media. You’re going to have an opportunity to
change an industry.”

That’s the fear. Said Jane Kirtley, director of the Silha
Center for the Study of Media Ethics and the Law at the
University of Minnesota: “Everybody in the news media is
on trial in this case.”

Defamation trials are actually rare in the United States,
in part because strong constitutional protections for the
press make proving libel difficult. From the media’s stand-
point, taking a case to a judge or jury is a risk many execu-
tives don’t want to take.

Rather than defend statements that George Stepha-
nopoulos made about Trump last spring, ABC News last

Signage seen at the CNN Center in Atlanta on April 21,
2022. (AP)

month agreed to make the former president’s libel lawsuit
go away by paying him $15 million toward his presiden-
tial library. In the end, ABC parent Walt Disney Co. con-
cluded an ongoing fight against Trump wasn’t worth it,
win or lose.

Settle

In the most high-profile libel case in recent years, Fox
News agreed to pay Dominion Voting Systems $787 mil-
lion on the day the trial was due to start in 2023 to settle
the company’s claims of inaccurate reporting in the wake
of the 2020 presidential election.

The Young case concerns a segment that first aired on
Jake Tapper’s program on Nov. 11, 2021, about extraction
efforts in Afghanistan. Young had built a business helping
such efforts, and advertised his services on LinkedIn to
sponsors with funding who could pay for such evacuation.

He subsequently helped four separate organizations -

Audible, Bloomberg, a charity called H.E.R.O. Inc. and a
Berlin-based NGO called CivilFleet Support eV - get more
than a dozen people out of Afghanistan, according to court
papers. He said he did not market to - or take money from
- individual Afghans.

Yet Young’s picture was shown as part of CNN story
that talked about a “black market” where Afghans were
charged $10,000 or more to get family members out of
danger.

To Young, the “black market” label implied some sort
of criminality, and he did nothing illegal. “It’s devastat-
ing if you’re labeled a criminal all over the world,” Young
testified on Tuesday.

Implication

CNN said in court papers that Young’s case amounts to
“defamation by implication,” and that he hadn’t actually
been accused of nefarious acts. The initial story he com-
plained about didn’t even mention Young until three min-
utes in, CNN lawyer David Axelrod argued on Tuesday.

Five months after the story aired, Young complained
about it, and CNN issued an on-air statement that its use of
the phrase “black market” was wrong. “We did not intend
to suggest that Mr. Young participated in a black market.
We regret the error. And to Mr. Young, we apologize.”

That didn’t prevent a defamation lawsuit, and the pre-
siding judge, William S. Henry, denied CNN’s request that
it be dismissed. CNN, in a statement, said that “when all
the facts come to light, we are confident we will have a
verdict in our favor.”

Axelrod argued on Tuesday that CNN’s reporting was
tough, fair and accurate. He told the jury that they will hear
no witnesses who will say they thought less of Young or
wouldn’t hire him because of the story - in other words, no
one to back up his contention that it was so damaging to
his business and life.

Yet much like Fox was publicly hurt in the Dominion
case by internal communications about Trump and the
network’s coverage, some unflattering revelations about
CNN'’s operations will likely become part of the trial.
They include internal messages where CNN’s reporter,
Alex Marquardt, says unflattering and profane things
about Young. A CNN editor was also revealed on mes-
sages to suggest that a Marquardt story on the topic was
“full of holes,” Roche said.

“At the end of the day, there was no one at CNN who
was willing to stand up for the truth,” Roche said. “Theater
prevailed.”

Axelrod, who shares a name with a longtime Democrat-
ic political operative and CNN commentator, contended
that the give and take was part of a rigorous journalistic
process putting the video segment and subsequent printed
stories together. “Many experienced journalists put eyes
on these stories,” he said.

It’s still going to be difficult for CNN to go through. The
network, with television ratings at historic lows, doesn’t
need the trouble.

“At a moment of wider vilification and disparagement
of the press, there is every reason to believe this will be
weaponized, even if CNN prevails,” said RonNell Anders-
en Jones, a professor at the University of Utah law school
and expert on libel law.

The case is putting a media organization and its key
players on the stand in a very public way, which is some-
thing people don’t usually see.

“T always dread any kind of libel cases because the like-
lihood that something bad will come out of it is very high,”
Minnesota’s Kirtley said. “This is not a great time to be a
libel defendant if you’re in the news media. If we ever did
have the support of the public, it has seriously eroded over
the past few years.”

Variety

LOS ANGELES: The Screen Actors
Guild Awards nominations have
canceled an in-person announcement
planned for Wednesday morning due
to devastating wildfires and winds in
the Los Angeles area.

The nominations for awards hon-
oring the best performances in mov-
ies and television will be announced
by press release instead of at a live
event hosted by actors Joey King
and Cooper Koch.

Homes and
structures
are  burning
in a pair of
wind-swept
fire in the Pa-
cific Palisades
neighbor-
hood of Los
Angeles and
Altadena, a
neighborhood
near Pasadena,
California.

Kristen Bell
will host the 31st annual awards cer-
emony, which will stream live on
Netflix on Feb. 23 at 8 p.m. Eastern
from the Shrine Auditorium & Expo
Hall in Los Angeles. Idris Elba host-
ed last year’s ceremony.

The SAG Awards are a reliable
Oscar bellwether for the acting and
best picture categories.

The fires have led to the cancella-
tion of several entertainment events,
including Wednesday’s premiere of
the Robbie Williams biopic “Better
Man,” a premiere of Jennifer Lopez’s
“Unstoppable” movie and the pre-
miere of Universal Pictures’ upcom-
ing horror film “Wolf Man.” (AP)
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HARBIN, China: The opening and
closing ceremonies of the Harbin
2025 Asian Winter Games will be di-
rected by Sha Xiaolan, who was also
behind the Hangzhou 2022 Asian
Games ceremonies.

The creative team for the opening
and closing ceremonies of the Asian
Winter Games made its first public
appearance on Tuesday.

Du Wenxi, the Chief Director of
the Asian Winter Games Main Press
Center, introduced the team and re-
vealed that the main venue for the
opening and closing ceremonies will
be the Harbin International Confer-
ence, Exhibition and Sports Center.

The opening ceremony is sched-
uled for February 7, and the closing

King

Awards

This image released by Universal Pictures shows Cynthia Erivo, (left), and Ariana Grande in a scene from the film ‘Wicked.” (AP)

Special honor for Erivo and Grande

NBR Awards hold space for ‘Wicked’

ceremony will be held on February
14. Rehearsals for the ceremonies are
currently progressing in an orderly
manner, Du added.

Du also introduced the main crea-
tive personnel for the opening and
closing ceremonies, led by Chief Di-
rector Sha Xiaolan.

The theme of the Asian Winter
Games, “Dream of Winter, Love
among Asia,” is both the official
slogan and the creative theme for the
opening ceremony performance.

In addition, the competition sched-
ule for the Asian Winter Games has
been fully confirmed. Ice hockey and
curling events will begin on Febru-
ary 3 and 4, respectively. (Xinhua)

Q Q d

VIENTIANE: The Lao Art Museum,
the largest museum in the country,
officially opened to the public, mark-
ing a significant milestone in the na-
tion’s cultural preservation efforts,
which is expected to become a popu-
lar tourist attraction for both domes-
tic and international visitors.

A grand opening ceremony was
held in the Lao capital, Vientiane, on
Sunday and attended by Lao Prime
Minister Sonexay Siphandone.

The museum features an array of
traditional Lao woodcarvings, high-
lighting the intricate craftsmanship
that is a cornerstone of the nation’s
cultural identity. It also provides
a platform to showcase creativity
across generations, promoting sus-
tainability, environmental aware-
ness, and cultural preservation.

The museum is expected to create
local job opportunities, support busi-
nesses, and attract global visitors. It
also aims to inspire the next genera-
tion of Lao artists, fostering a deeper
connection to cultural identity and
creativity. (Xinhua)

NEW YORK, Jan 8, (AP): Days af-
ter “Wicked” went home from the
Golden Globes with a single award
for box office achievement, the
National Board of Review Awards
held space for the smash hit musical,
celebrating its cast and director in
the New York group’s annual gala
Tuesday.

The untelevised but starry NBR
Awards were a chance for many of
the nominees who didn’t win Sun-
day to trot out their would-be ac-
ceptance speeches, including Daniel
Craig, Kieran Culkin and Nicole
Kidman.

Accepting the award for best ac-
tress for her performance in the erot-
ic thriller “Babygirl,” Kidman cele-
brated by chugging a glass of milk,
anod to some of the film’s kinky sex
games. After finishing, Kidman tri-
umphantly announced “Good girl!”
and left the stage.

It also was an opportunity for
some jabs at the Globes. “Isn’t this
room just a little bit classier than the
Beverly Hilton?” quipped presenter
Christine Baranski, looking around
the elegant marble-columned mid-
town venue, Cipriani’s.

Others were less impressed by the
old-school New York vibe. “The
bathroom attendant, that shouldn’t
exist anymore,” Culkin said during
a typically free-form acceptance
speech for best supporting actor for
his role in “A Real Pain.”

The night belonged to Jon M.
Chu’s “Wicked.” The musical was
the board’s pick for best film, best
director for Chu and a special award
for the creative collaboration of
Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande.

The two, in back-and-forth remarks,
continued their mutual praise of
each other.

“Also you’re welcome,” added
Grande. “I truly think you would
have murdered anyone else.”

“Probably true,” responded Erivo.

Chu, who was introduced by Lin
Manuel-Miranda, used the moment
to reflect on his yearslong journey
with “Wicked,” which will be fol-
lowed by an already-shot part two
due out this November. So lengthy
has his time in Oz been that the direc-
tor noted he had three children during
its making, including one born the
day of the movie’s premiere.

“No twins, same mom,” assured
Chu. “I know what you guys are
whispering.”

Ryan Reynolds, an avowed fan of

the film, took up the topic in his in-
troduction to the film’s final award.

“The man missed the premiere of
his own film so he could attend the
birth of his fifth child,” Reynolds
said. “T barely made it to the incep-
tion of my own children.”

Theme

The common theme of the night
was community and togetherness.
Coming a day after the anniversary
of the Jan. 6 Capitol riot and less
than two weeks before the inaugu-
ration of President-elect Donald
Trump, many alluded to Holly-
wood’s role in the coming years.

Marc Platt, producer of “Wick-
ed,” spoke about the deeper mean-
ings of the film and having “the
courage to speak truth to power

especially when that power is mani-
fested by those who come to it by
blame or divisiveness.”

Craig, the best actor winner for
his performance in Luca Guadagni-
no’s William S. Burroughs’ adapta-
tion, “Queer,” declared: “We are in
good shape.”

“If we continue to make and pro-
duce movies like this, our industry
is going to continue to thrive,” said
Craig, who dedicated his award “to
the dreamers in the room.” “We
need you now more than ever.”

Akey feature of the NBR Awards,
which were founded in 1909 by film
enthusiasts, is its style of award
presentation. Each winner is intro-
duced by a close friend, collabora-
tor or admirer. Last year’s surprise
guest was Daniel Day-Lewis, who

From left: Mikey Madison, Christine Baranski an
gala at Cipriani 42nd Street on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2025, in New York. (AP)
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d Michelle Yeoh attend the National Board of Review Awards

presented for Martin Scorsese and
the best-film winner “Killers of the
Flower Moon.”

This year, Robert Pattinson
dropped in to introduce India Don-
aldson, winner of the breakthrough
director award for her acclaimed
debut “Good One.” Pattinson called
Donaldson “one of the most exciting
filmmakers working today.”

Sofia Coppola presented best sup-
porting actress to Elle Fanning, who
starred as a 12-year-old in 2010’s
“Somewhere,” for her performance
in “A Complete Unknown.” “She’s
really the same person that I met
when she was 11,” Coppola said.

Other introductions were more
surprising. John Lithgow, there as
part of the “Conclave” group that
won best ensemble, introduced
breakthrough performance winner
and “Anora” star Mikey Madison.
Lithgow had only just met her but
profusely praised her performance,
listing a wide array of its traits, one
of which drew giggles from the
crowd, and the 25-year-old Madison.

“I never thought John Lithgow
would call me ‘sexually athletic,””
said Madison, who plays a Brooklyn
sex worker in the film.

Carol Kane presented best ani-
mated film to the wondrous Latvian
film “Flow,” about a cat and other
animals in a flooded world. She
didn’t, at first, seem well-suited to
the job.

“I don’t get animation. I like to
watch people, you know,” Kane
said. Then she relented, calling
“Flow” a revelation. “Animals, for
a long time now, have been some of
my favorite people.”
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Actor was lured into Myanmar for online scam operation

Missing Chinese actor has been rescued: embassy

BANGKOK, Jan 8, (Agencies): A Chi-
nese citizen surnamed Wang has been
successfully rescued, the Chinese Em-
bassy in Thailand said on Tuesday.

Wang Xing, a Chinese actor, was re-
ported missing near the Thai-Myanmar
border on Sunday, causing wide public
concern from both China and Thailand.

The Chinese Embassy in Thailand
expressed gratitude to the Thai gov-
ernment and other relevant parties for
their efforts and effective work in this
regard.

The Chinese Consulate General in
Chiang Mai said earlier that it was in-
formed by Thailand’s Tak Immigration
Office on Tuesday afternoon that the
immigration office had received Wang
and is currently conducting necessary
inquiries according to regulations.

Tatchai Pitaneelaboot, inspector-
general of the Royal Thai Police, said

that Thai authorities will investigate
the case and determine whether Wang
is a victim of human trafficking.
Chinese state-owned newspaper The
Global Times reported Monday that the
family of Wang Xing requested help

from the Chinese
Embassy in Thai-
land after the ac-
tor went missing
at the Thailand-
Myanmar border.

Authorities
found Wang
on Tuesday in
Myanmar  and
brought him to

Thailand for

questioning, Thai Wang
police said. Pho-
tos and videos showed Wang sitting

with the police in the Thai border town

of Mae Sot with his head shaved.

Wang told the police that he was
lured by a promise of a job casting by
a major Thai entertainment company,
but instead was taken across the border
into Myanmar, where police believe
he was put to work in a call scam op-
eration targeting Chinese people, said
Senior Inspector General Thatchai Pi-
taneelaboot.

The area is known as a haven for
criminal syndicates who have forced
hundreds of thousands of people in
Southeast Asia into participating in
online scams including false romantic
ploys, bogus investment pitches and ille-
gal gambling schemes. Many of the vic-
tims are trapped in virtual slavery. There
also are allegations of drug trafficking.

An initial review of chat logs on
Wang’s phone confirmed his story,
Thatchai told the Thai PBS TV.

He said Wang told police there were
about 50 other Chinese at the same
location. Like him, all had their heads
shaved, he told police. He said he was
too scared to resist or try to escape.

Criminal activity has flourished in
border areas of military-ruled Myanmar,
where fighting has pitted armed ethnic
groups against the army for decades.
Chinese authorities have said they had
cracked down on criminal syndicates
in joint operations with neighboring
countries that led to thousands of peo-
ple being returned to China, but those
campaigns did not include arrests of ring
leaders in Myanmar.

Chinese investors operate casino
complexes in what amounts to au-
tonomous development zones in coop-
eration with Myanmar’s Border Guard
Force, a militia belonging to the ethnic
Karen minority.
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The image released by Metrograph shows Lilly Collias in a scene from ‘Good One.’ (AP)

Critics reveal their best picks of 2024

‘Wicked,’” ‘Moana 2’ light up theaters

LOS ANGELES, Jan 8, (AP): As much as theaters are
humming right now, with “Wicked” and “Moana 2”
bringing moviegoers by the droves, it’s been a fairly
bruising movie year.

In between the blockbusters, though, the challenge
of not just capturing the attention of audiences but of
simply getting to the screen feels more perilous than
ever. The year was marked by filmmakers who wa-
gered everything from a $120 million pile (Francis
Ford Coppola’s “Megalopolis” ) to their life (the dis-
sident Iranian filmmaker Mohammad Rasoulof’s “The
Seed of the Sacred Fig”).

Considering the paths of the “The Apprentice”
(about Donald Trump’s rise in New York) or the Israeli
occupation documentary “No Other Land” (which still
lacks a distributor), the question of what gets released
was a common and chilling refrain.

That also made the movies that managed their way
through — the ones that told urgent stories or dazzled
with originality at a time of sequel stranglehold — all
the more worth celebrating.

Here are The Associated Press’ Film Writers Jake
Coyle and Lindsey Bahr’s picks for the best movies of
2024:

Jake Coyle’s top movies of 2024

1. “All We Imagine As Light”

Was this a great year for movies? The consensus
seems to be no, and that may be true. But it did pro-
duce some stone-cold masterpieces, none more so than
Payal Kapadia’s sublime tale of three women in mod-
ern Mumbai. It’s a grittily real movie graced, in equally
parts, by keen-eyed documentary and dreamy poetry.
Beguilingly, “All We Imagine As Light” grows more
profound as it cleaves further from reality. In theaters.

2. “Nickel Boys”

Like Kapadia, RaMell Ross started out in documen-
tary before bringing a singular eye to narrative film.
His adaptation of Colson Whitehead’s Pulitzer Prize—
winning novel, about two Black teenagers at an abusive
reform school in the Jim Crow South, is shot mostly
from the two boys’ first-person perspective. The result
is one of the most visually inventive American films of
the decade and, just as certainly, one of the richest in
empathy. Opens in theaters Dec. 13.

3. “Anora”

So many of the reasons to go to the movies — to
laugh at a clattering comic set piece, to witness the
breakthrough of a young performer, to be devastated
by something tragic — are contained within the thrill-
ingly kitchen-sink “Anora.” It’s a concoction that only
Sean Baker could conceive, let alone execute. (And,
by the way, if you liked Yura Borisov’s performance
alongside Mikey Madison, seek out 2021°s “Compart-
ment No. 6.”) In theaters.

4. “I Saw the TV Glow”

Jane Schoenbrun’s sophomore feature — a dramatic
leap forward for filmmaker and a transfixing trans parable
— is a chilling 1990s coming of age in which a “Buffy
the Vampire Slayer”-like series called “The Pink Opaque”
offers a possible portal out of drab suburban life and other
suffocations. It feels chillingly, beautifully ripped out of
Schoenbrun’s soul — and it’s got a killer soundtrack.
Streaming on Max, available for digital rental.

5. “Green Border”

The fury of Agnieszka Holland’s searing migrant
drama is suitably calibrated to the crisis. Along the
Poland-Belarus border, a small band of migrants from
Syria and Afghanistan are sent back and forth across a
wooded borderland — sometimes they’re even literally
tossed — in a grim game of “not in my backyard.” It’s
not an easy movie to watch, nor should it be. To keep
up with the times, more uncomfortable movies like this
may be needed. Streaming on Kino Film Collection,
available for digital rental.

6. “The Fall Guy”

We also need more big, fun movies with Ryan Gos-
ling. David Leitch’s affectionate ode to stunt performers
manages to celebrate behind-the-scenes crew members
while simultaneously being completely carried by two
of our most winning movie stars in Gosling and Emily
Blunt. The societal value of watching Gosling cry to Tay-
lor Swift’s “All Too Well” should not be underestimated.
Streaming on Peacock, available for digital rental.

7.“The Seed of the Sacred Fig”

The way the Iranian filmmaker Mohammad Ra-
soulof, who was forced into exile while editing this,
condenses real-life social upheaval into a family drama
makes this a uniquely disquieting film. Like Kuro-
sawa’s “Stray Dog,” Rasoulof’s movie centers around
a lost handgun. The subsequent search reveals just how
deeply the Iranian government’s policies have seeped
into the most intimate relationships. In theaters.

8. “Ghostlight” and “Sing Sing”

We had not one but two movies this year that cap-
tured the therapeutic properties of theater. Each, al-
most unbelievably, deftly eludes tipping into cliche
thanks to abiding compassion and authenticity in the
performances. Alex Thompson and Kelly O’Sullivan’s
“Ghostlight” is about a grieving father, a construction
worker (an exceptional Keith Kupferer), who reluc-
tantly joins a local production of “Romeo and Juliet.”
“Sing Sing” dramatizes a real rehabilitation prison pro-
gram. Its screening at Sing Sing Correctional, where
many of its performers were once incarcerated, was
easily the most moving moviegoing experience of the
year for me. “Ghostlight” is available for digital rental.
“Sing Sing” returns to theaters Jan. 17.

9. “His Three Daughters”

In Azazel Jacobs’ funny, tender and raw family dra-
ma, a flawless cast of Carrie Coon, Elizabeth Olsen and
Natasha Lyonne play three sisters caring for their dying
father. In close quarters and with death looming, it all
comes out. Streaming on Netflix.

10. “Made in England: The Films of Powell and
Pressburger”

In between large, lengthy epics, Martin Scorsese has
made some his most interesting and personal films. In
this, Scorsese narrates for director David Hinton his
lifetime journey with the films of Powell and Press-
burger, the great filmmakers of “The Red Shoes,” “1
Know Where I'm Going!” and “Black Narcissus.” As
an expression of movie love — of the power of film
to transfix you, to change your life, to live alongside
you as you grow older — “Made in England” could
hardly be more effusive. Such insightful, passionate
testimonies are an increasingly necessary lifeblood in a
film culture where algorithms are typically blind to the
treasures of cinema’s past. Streaming on WatchTCM
and available for digital rental.

Lindsey Bahr’s top movies of 2024

1. “Blitz”
Steve McQueen tells a different kind of World War
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This image released by Universal Pictures

shows Ryan Gosling in a scene from ‘The Fall
Guy.’ (AP)

II story in “Blitz,” a powerful and clear-eyed odyssey
through London during the German bombing raid.
Structured around a 9-year-old boy (Elliott Heffernan)
trying to make his way back to his mother (Saoirse
Ronan), it is a sneakily revolutionary glimpse into and
poignant elegy for worlds unexplored and stories un-
told. Streaming on Apple TV+.

2. “All We Imagine as Light”

Poetic and transportive, Kapadia’s Mumbai-set film
explores the vibrations of a thrilling but brutally imper-
sonal metropolis, the lives of three women in different
stages and predicaments (forbidden love, loneliness,
eviction) and delicacy of female friendships.

3. “Thelma”

Josh Margolin’s debut feature about a 90-something
(played by the incomparable June Squibb ) on a mis-
sion to get $10,000 back from a scammer is so mod-
est in scope and effortlessly enjoyable that it’s easy to
undervalue. This independent film feels as sharp and
put-together as a yesteryear studio comedy. It’s pure
joy and one of those movies you could recommend to
anyone. Streaming on Hulu.

4. “Anora”

It takes a special kind of movie to transcend the echo
chamber of arthouse cinephelia and become a cultural
moment, but Baker’s “Anora” did it. A classic in wait-
ing, Baker and his star Mikey Madison, who lifts the
streetwise stripper trope, take audiences on an unfor-
gettable ride in this fairy tale that falls apart in spec-
tacular fashion.

5. “Nickel Boys”

Ross transforms Whitehead’s Pulitzer-winning
novel about the abuses and generational trauma of a
reform school in the Jim Crow South for the screen by
employing first-person point-of-view. It’s a bold choice
that pays off, transporting you into the heartbreaking
reality of Elwood and Turner, two characters you won’t
soon forget.

6. “Dune: Part Two”

Decades of dreaming about a film does not always
seem to benefit said film, but Denis Villeneuve was
able to translate his passion for Frank Herbert’s opus
into pure cinematic spectacle, and doom, about the
rise of a leader. It’s a grand and thrilling adventure
that could make sci-fi nerds out of us all. Streaming
on MAX.

7.“A Real Pain”

Jesse Eisenberg grapples with modern and historical
trauma in the disarmingly entertaining road trip film
“A Real Pain,” which he wrote, directed and stars in
alongside Kieran Culkin as cousins on a Holocaust tour
in Poland. In theaters.

8. “The Outrun”

Saoirse Ronan delivered one of the year’s absolute
best performances as an alcoholic who goes further and
further into seclusion in the Orkney Islands in an at-
tempt to start life anew. Films about addiction are hard-
ly novel, and yet Nora Fingscheidt captures the wild
highs, lows and in-betweens of the human condition
with unapologetic honesty. Available for digital rental.

9. “Evil Does Not Exist”

Rytisuke Hamaguchi’s follow-up to “Drive My Car”
takes us to a small mountain village in Japan, where
residents are hesitant to welcome a big city company
with plans to set up a glamping site. It’s a slow-burn
kind of experience, with community debates about
mountain streams and septic tanks that might not sound
terribly exciting and yet it’s one of the year’s most
haunting and effective. Streaming on Criterion Chan-
nel, available for digital rental.

10. “Good One”

It was a great year for first-time directors, includ-
ing India Donaldson whose quietly brilliant character
study of a teenage girl on a camping trip with her dad
and his friend resonates even a year later. Streaming
on Apple TV+

Obituary

Folk trio Peter, Paul and Mary, (from left), Paul Stookey, Mary Trav-
ers and Peter Yarrow, appear at the American Music Awards in Los
Angeles, Jan. 26, 1987. (AP)

Peter, Paul and Mary trio

Folk music icon Peter
Yarrow has died at 86

LOS ANGELES, Jan 8, (AP): Pe-
ter Yarrow, the singer-songwriter
best known as one-third of Peter,
Paul and Mary, the folk-music trio
whose impassioned harmonies
transfixed millions as they lifted
their voices in favor of civil rights
and against war, has died. He was
86.

Yarrow, who also co-wrote the
group’s most enduring song, “Puff
the Magic Dragon,” died Tuesday
in New York, publicist Ken Sun-
shine said. Yarrow had bladder
cancer for the past four years.

“Our fearless dragon is tired and
has entered the last chapter of his
magnificent life. The world knows
Peter Yarrow the iconic folk activ-
ist, but the human being behind
the legend is every bit as gener-
ous, creative, passionate, playful,
and wise as his lyrics suggest,” his
daughter Bethany said in a state-
ment.

During an incredible run of suc-
cess spanning the 1960s, Yarrow,
Noel Paul Stookey and Mary Tra-
vers released six Billboard Top 10
singles, two No. 1 albums and won
five Grammys.

They also brought early expo-
sure to Bob Dylan by turning two
of his songs, “Don’t Think Twice,
It’s All Right” and “Blowin’ in the
Wind,” into Billboard Top 10 hits
as they helped lead an American
renaissance in folk music. They
performed “Blowin’ in the Wind”
at the 1963 March on Washington
at which the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. delivered his famous “I
Have a Dream” speech.

Yarrow played roles onstage
and offstage at the iconic New-
port Folk Festival in 1965 when
Dylan went electric. Yarrow was
on the festival board and emceed
the show, begged Dylan to go back
on to play another song after his
blistering set, a scene captured
in the 2024 biopic “A Complete
Unknown.” Dylan took Yarrow’s
acoustic guitar and played “It’s All
Over Now, Baby Blue.”

After an eight-year hiatus to
pursue solo careers, the trio reu-
nited in 1978 for a “Survival Sun-
day,” an anti-nuclear-power con-
cert that Yarrow had organized in
Los Angeles. They would remain
together until Travers’ death in
2009. Yarrow and Stookey contin-
ued to perform both separately and
together.

After recording their last No. 1
hit, a 1969 cover of John Denver’s
“Leaving on a Jet Plane,” the trio
split up the following year to pur-
sue solo careers.

That same year Yarrow had
pleaded guilty to taking indecent
liberties with a 14-year-old girl
who had come to his hotel room
with her older sister to ask for auto-
graphs. The pair found him naked
when he answered the door and let
them in. Yarrow, who resumed his
career after serving three months
in jail, was pardoned by President
Jimmy Carter in 1981. Over the
decades, he apologized repeatedly.

Support
“I fully support the current
movements demanding equal

rights for all and refusing to al-
low continued abuse and injury
- most particularly of a sexual
nature, of which I am, with great
sorrow, guilty,” he told The New
York Times in 2019 after being
disinvited from a festival over the
sentence.

Born May 31, 1938, in New
York, Yarrow was raised in an up-
per middle class family he said
placed high value on art and schol-
arship. He took violin lessons as a
child, later switching to guitar as
he came to embrace the work of
such folk-music icons as Woody
Guthrie and Pete Seeger.

Upon graduating from Cornell
University in 1959, he returned
to New York, where he worked
as a struggling Greenwich Village
musician until connecting with
Stookey and Travers. Although his
degree was in psychology, he had
found his true calling in folk mu-
sic at Cornell when he worked as
a teaching assistant for a class in
American folklore his senior year.

“I did it for the money because
I wanted to wash dishes less and
play guitar more,” he told the late
record company executive Joe
Smith. But as he led the class in
song, he began to discover the
emotional impact music could

have on an audience.

“I saw these young people at
Cornell who were basically very
conservative in their backgrounds
opening their hearts up and sing-
ing with an emotionality and a
concern through this vehicle called
folk music,” he said. “It gave me a
clue that the world was on its way
to a certain kind of movement, and
that folk music might play a part
in it and that I might play a part in
folk music.”

Soon after returning to New
York, he met impresario Albert
Grossman, who would go on to
manage Dylan, Janis Joplin and
others and who at the time was
looking to put together a group
that would rival the Kingston Trio,
which in 1958 had a hit version of
the traditional folk ballad “Tom
Dooley.”

But Grossman wanted a trio
with a female singer and a mem-
ber who could be funny enough
to keep an audience engaged with
comic patter. For the latter, Yar-
row suggested a guitar-strumming
Greenwich Village comic he’d
seen named Noel Stookey.

Performed

Stookey, who would use his
middle name as a member of the
group, happened to be a friend of
Travers, who as a teenager had
performed and recorded with Pete
Seeger and others. Gripped by
stage fright, she was reluctant to
join the pair at first, changing her
mind after she heard how well her
contralto voice melded with Yar-
row’s tenor and Stookey’s bari-
tone.

“We called Noel up. He was
there,” Yarrow said, recalling the
first time the three performed to-
gether. “We mentioned a bunch of
folk songs, which he didn’t know
because he didn’t have a real folk-
music background, and wound up
singing ‘Mary Had a Little Lamb.’
And it was immediately great, was
just as clear as a bell, and we start-
ed working.”

After months of rehearsal the
three became an overnight sen-
sation when their first album,
1962’s eponymous ‘“Peter, Paul
and Mary,” reached No. 1 on the
Billboard chart. Their second, “In
the Wind,” reached No. 4 and their
third, “Moving,” put them back at
No. 1.

From their earliest albums, the
trio sang out against war and in-
justice in songs like Seeger’s “If I
Had a Hammer” and “Where Have
all the Flowers Gone,” Dylan’s
“Blowin’ in the Wind” and “When
the Ship Comes In” and Yarrow’s
own “Day is Done.”

They could also show a soft
and poignant side, particularly on
“Puff the Magic Dragon,” which
Yarrow had written during his
Cornell years with college friend
Leonard Lipton.

It tells the tale of Jackie Paper, a
young boy who embarks on count-
less adventures with his make-
believe dragon friend until he
outgrows such childhood fantasies
and leaves a sobbing, heartbroken
Puff behind. As Yarrow explains:
“A dragon lives forever, but not so
little boys.”

Some insisted they heard drug
references in the song, a con-
tention at the heart of a famous
scene in the film “Meet the Par-
ents,” when Ben Stiller angers his
girlfriend’s tightly wound father
(Robert De Niro) by saying “puff”
refers to marijuana smoke. Yarrow
maintained it reflected the loss of
childhood innocence and nothing
more.

Over the years, Yarrow contin-
ued to write and co-write songs,
including the 1976 hit “Torn Be-
tween Two Lovers” for Mary
MacGregor. He received an Emmy
nomination in 1979 for the animat-
ed film “Puff the Magic Dragon.”

Later songs include the civil
rights anthem “No Easy Walk to
Freedom,” co-written with Mar-
gery Tabankin, and “Light One
Candle,” calling for peace in Leb-
anon.

Yarrow, who with Travers and
Stookey had supported Democrat-
ic Sen. Eugene McCarthy’s 1968
presidential bid, met the Minneso-
ta senator’s niece, Mary Beth Mc-
Carthy, at a campaign event. The
couple married the following year.
They had two children before di-
vorcing. They remarried in 2022.
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HMPV and flu increase in line with seasonal trends

Global respiratory virus spread poses low health risk: WHO

GENEVA, Jan 8, (KUNA): The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) confirmed that the spread of respiratory
viruses globally remains within expected seasonal levels,
adding that health risks are currently considered low de-
spite reported cases in the United States and China.
Stressing that “No emergency declarations and no
emergency response is triggered,” WHO spokesperson
Margret Harris emphasized that while individual cases
such as the first reported death in the United States on
January 6 are being monitored, they do not significantly

alter the global risk assessment.

The WHO noted that recent data from China reported
by the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (China CDC) on January 2 has showed an increase
in common respiratory infections.

However this increase is expected for the winter’s sea-
sonal influenza, according to WHO, as pneumonia and
COVID-19 have been noted among the respiratory infec-
tions. China’s surveillance system has detected over 30
percent positivity for seasonal influenza.

“Although there is an increase in respiratory infections,
hospitalizations remain below last year’s levels, and no
emergency response measures have been initiated,” Har-
ris confirmed. The WHO also clarified that the human
metapneumovirus (HMPV), causing recent respiratory
infections, is not new. It was first identified in 2001 and is
a common virus that circulates during winter and spring.
It typically causes mild cold-like symptoms, but can be
more severe in vulnerable populations, such as newborns
the elderly and those with weakened immune systems.

WHO’s global surveillance also highlights a rise in
seasonal influenza in Asia, Europe, Africa and parts of
the Caribbean, adding that this aligns with the expected
seasonal patterns.

The WHO recommended strengthening surveillance
systems, sharing data among countries and ensuring pre-
paredness for any potential changes in virus behavior. It
also advised public health measures, such as vaccination,
hand hygiene and staying home when symptomatic to
prevent further spread.

FMD outbreak

Mpox death toll
in Uganda hits 10

KAMPALA, Jan 8, (Xinhua): The
number of laboratory-confirmed
mpox deaths in Uganda has climbed to
10 after four fatalities were registered
in the last five days in the East African
country, according to authorities.

In a situation update report re-
leased Monday, Uganda’s Ministry
of Health said at least 156 new infec-
tions were registered in the last five
days, bringing the total number of
confirmed infections in the country
to 1,571 since the outbreak was de-
clared six months ago.

The ministry said 19 new infections
were reported in the past 24 hours, with
17 cases registered in the central dis-
trict of Wakiso, one in Uganda’s capital
of Kampala, and another in Lira.

The ministry, with support from
the World Health Organization and
partners, has intensified preventive
measures, including enhanced sur-
veillance, case management, con-
ducting health meetings, risk commu-
nication and community engagement,
and public awareness campaigns to
curb the spread of the disease.

Mpox is an illness caused by the
monkeypox virus. It is a viral infection
that can spread between people, mainly
through close contact. Common symp-
toms of mpox include a rash, fever,
headache, muscle aches, back pain, low
energy and swollen glands.
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FMD vaccines: The Indonesian
government has supplied 4 million
vaccines, valued at 100 billion rupi-
ahs (around 6 million US dollars),
to address the outbreak of foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD), according to
the Ministry of Agriculture.

These FMD vaccines are being
distributed across all regions in Indo-
nesia through local governments.

“Farmers can obtain these vac-
cines for free from their local gov-
ernments,” stated Sudaryono, deputy
minister of agriculture, on Tuesday.

Sudaryono also confirmed that
the number of vaccines available is
insufficient, as the outbreak in Indo-
nesia has escalated to Alert Level 1.

Additionally, the government has
urged farmers to keep their animals
healthy and maintain clean enclo-
sures to help reduce the spread of the
disease.

a a d

TCM: By 2024, approximately 90
percent of counties in China had set
up county-run traditional Chinese
medicine (TCM) institutions, accord-
ing to a national TCM meeting that
opened on Wednesday.

TCM centers had been established in
nearly every town, township, and urban
community throughout China, accord-
ing to statistics released at the meeting.

While expanding its TCM service
network, the country is also enhancing
its TCM service capabilities. Accord-
ing to Yu Yanhong, head of the Nation-
al Administration of TCM, efforts are
underway to establish 1,158 national
specialized TCM centers, focusing on
creating specialized center clusters in
areas such as orthopedics, proctology,
pediatrics and dermatology.

‘Remarkable achievement’

Kuwalit neonatal cardiac unit
earns Canadian certification

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The Minis-
try of Health announced a remark-
able achievement as the Premature
Infants and Neonatal Intensive Care
Department at the Maternity Hospital
received the Canadian Certificate of
Excellence and Recognition from the
Canadian Society for Neonatal Car-
diac Ultrasound, reports Al-Seyassah
daily.

This certification highlights the

hospital’s expertise in advanced car-
diac care for newborns.

The Ministry emphasized that this
recognition underscores its com-
mitment to providing high-quality
healthcare for premature babies.

The department is now accredited
as a specialized center for treating
heart and blood circulation diseases
in neonates, addressing the critical
needs of this vulnerable group.

" 15 Degartment of Health and Human Services
' food and Drug Administration

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) building is shown in Silver Spring, Md.,
Dec. 10, 2020. (AP)

Development concerns

FDA issues new guidelines to
limit toxic lead in baby foods

NEW YORK, Jan 8, (AP): The US
Food and Drug Administration set
maximum levels for lead in baby foods
like jarred fruits and vegetables, yo-
gurts and dry cereal, part of an effort
to cut young kids’ exposure to the toxic
metal that causes developmental and
neurological problems.

The agency issued final guidance that
it estimated could reduce lead exposure
from processed baby foods by about
20% to 30%. The limits are voluntary,
not mandatory, for food manufacturers,
but they allow the FDA to take enforce-
ment action if foods exceed the levels.

It’s part of the FDA’s ongoing effort
to “reduce dietary exposure to contami-
nants, including lead, in foods to as low
as possible over time, while maintain-
ing access to nutritious foods,” the
agency said in a statement.

Consumer advocates, who have
long sought limits on lead in children’s
foods, welcomed the guidance first pro-
posed two years ago, but said it didn’t
go far enough.

“FDA’s actions today are a step for-
ward and will help protect children,”
said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with
the Center for Science in the Public In-
terest. “However, the agency took too
long to act and ignored important pub-
lic input that could have strengthened
these standards.”

The new limits on lead for children

younger than 2 don’t cover grain-based
snacks like puffs and teething biscuits,
which some research has shown contain
higher levels of lead. And they don’t
limit other metals such as cadmium that
have been detected in baby foods.

Brian Ronholm, director of food pol-
icy for Consumer Reports, called the
limits “virtually meaningless because
they’re based more on industry feasibil-
ity and not on what would best protect
public health.”

A spokesperson for baby food maker
Gerber said the company’s products
meet the limits.

There’s no safe level of lead ex-
posure for children, according to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The metal causes “well-
documented health effects,” includ-
ing brain and nervous system damage
and slowed growth and development.
However, lead occurs naturally in some
foods and comes from pollutants in air,
water and soil, which can make it im-
possible to eliminate entirely.

The FDA guidance sets a lead limit of
10 parts per billion for fruits, most vege-
tables, grain and meat mixtures, yogurts,
custards and puddings and single-ingre-
dient meats. It sets a limit of 20 parts per
billion for single-ingredient root vegeta-
bles and for dry infant cereals. The guid-
ance covers packaged processed foods
sold in jars, pouches, tubs or boxes.

New content policy promises more freedom

Meta replaces fact-checking with
user-written ‘community notes’

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan 8, (AP): Meta
chief executive officer Mark Zucker-
berg announced changes to content
moderation on Facebook and Instagram
long sought by conservatives. Incoming
President Donald Trump said the new
approach was “probably” due to threats
he made against the technology mogul.

The move to replace third-party fact-
checking with user-written “community
notes” similar to those on Trump backer
Elon Musk’s social platform X is the
latest example of a media company
moving to accommodate the incoming
administration. It comes on the four-
year anniversary of Zuckerberg ban-
ning Trump from his platforms after the
Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the US Capitol.

Zuckerberg has been a target of
Trump and his allies since he donated
$400 million to help local officials
run the 2020 election during the coro-
navirus pandemic. Those donations
became part of a false narrative that
the 2020 election was rigged against
Trump, although there has never been
any evidence of widespread fraud or
problems that would have changed
that result. Nonetheless, Republican-
controlled states have banned future
donations to local elections offices
and Trump himself threatened to im-
prison Zuckerberg in a book published
in September, during the peak of the
presidential campaign.

Zuckerberg released a video Tues-
day using some of the language that
conservatives have long used to criti-
cize his platforms, saying it was time
to prioritize “free expression” and that
fact-checkers had become “politically
biased.” Zuckerberg said he is moving
Meta’s content moderation team from
California, a blue state, to red state
Texas, and lifting restrictions on some
immigration and gender discussions.
Meta had no immediate comment on
how many people might be relocated.

At a press conference hours later,
Trump praised the changes.

“I think they’ve come a long way,
Meta,” Trump said. When asked if he
believed Zuckerberg made the changes in
response to threats the incoming president
has made, Trump responded: “Probably.”

Meta is among several tech com-
panies apparently working to get in

O\ Meta

Attendees visit the Meta booth at the Game Developers Conference in San
Francisco on March 22, 2023. (AP)

Trump’s good graces before he takes
office later this month. Meta and Ama-
zon each donated $1 million to Trump’s
inauguration fund in December, and
Zuckerberg had dinner with Trump at
his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida.

Zuckerberg this week also appoint-
ed a key Trump ally, Ultimate Fighting
Championship chief executive Dana
White, to Meta’s board. Amazon an-
nounced a documentary on incoming
first lady Melania Trump. ABC News,
which is owned by Disney, last month
settled a libel suit filed by Trump with
a $15 million payment to Trump’s
presidential library foundation.

Brendan Nyhan, a political scientist
at Dartmouth College, called the Meta
changes part of “a pattern of powerful
people and institutions kowtowing to
the president in a way that suggests
they’re fearful of being targeted.”

Nyhan said that’s a grave risk to the
country.

“We have in many ways an econ-
omy that’s the envy of the world and
people come here to start businesses
because they don’t have to be aligned
with the governing regime like they do
in the rest of the world,” Nyhan said.
“That’s being called into question.”

Except for YouTube, Meta’s Face-
book is by far the most used social media
platform in the US. According to the Pew

Research Center, about 68% of Ameri-
can adults use Facebook, a number that
has largely held steady since 2016. Teen-
agers, however, have fled Facebook over
the past decade, with just 32% reporting
they used it in a 2024 survey.

Meta began fact checks in Decem-
ber 2016, after Trump was elected to
his first term, in response to criticism
that “fake news” was spreading on its
platforms. For years, the tech giant
boasted it was working with more than
100 organizations in over 60 languages
to combat misinformation.

The Associated Press ended its par-
ticipation in Meta’s fact-checking pro-
gram a year ago.

Media experts and those who study
social media were aghast at Meta’s
policy shift.

“Mark Zuckerberg’s decision to end
Meta’s fact-checking program not only
removes a valuable resource for users,
but it also provides an air of legitimacy
to a popular disinformation narrative:
That fact-checking is politically biased.
Fact-checkers provide a valuable ser-
vice by adding important context to the
viral claims that mislead and misinform
millions of users on Meta,” said Dan
Evon, lead writer for RumorGuard, the
News Literacy Project’s digital tool that
curates fact checks and teaches people
to spot viral misinformation.

Modernizing healthcare with Al, BCls

China eyes humanoid robots for elderly care

BEIJING, Jan. 8, (Xinhua): China will
promote the development of human-
oid robots, brain-computer interfaces
(BCI) and artificial intelligence (AI)
technologies for elderly care, accord-
ing to new guidelines aimed at deepen-
ing the country’s elderly care service
reforms.

This move is part of China’s broader
plan to accelerate the development and
application of technology in elderly
care and support major scientific and
technological projects related to senior

services, as outlined in the guidelines
by the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee and the State Council
on Dec. 30, 2024.

Humanoid robots, with advantages
in human-robot interaction, are rapidly
evolving and hold great potential for
applications in diverse fields, includ-
ing healthcare and home services.

China will promote the adoption of
intelligent home systems and explore
services for early warning and pre-
vention of safety risks in home-based

elderly care, according to the guide-
lines.

A unified national elderly care infor-
mation platform will also be developed
to more effectively align service sup-
ply with demand, the guidelines noted.

According to a report issued last
year, China’s life expectancy had
reached 78.6 years. The country’s
population aged 65 and above totaled
216.76 million, accounting for 15.4
percent of the country’s total popula-
tion by the end of 2023.
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Obstetrics & Gy

Our gynecology department, the most dependable one in Kuwait,

offers below services:
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Ravindra made 79 from 63 balls

New Zealand beats Sri Lanka by 113 runs in rain-hit 2nd ODI to win series

HAMILTON, New Zealand, Jan 8, (AP): Rachin
Ravindra and Mark Chapman made half centu-
ries in a 112-run second-wicket partnership which
helped New Zealand to a 113-run win over Sri
Lanka in the second one-day international on
Wednesday and an unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match series.

Ravindra made 79 from 63 balls and Chapman
scored 62 from 52 as New Zealand reached 255-9
batting first in a match reduced by rain to 37 overs
per side.

Maheesh Theekshana became the seventh Sri
Lanka player to take an ODI hat trick when he
dismissed Mitchell Santner, Nathan Smith and
Matt Henry with consecutive deliveries across two
overs late in the innings.

Sri Lanka slumped to 22-4 but Kamindu Men-
dis made a career-best 64 before the team was dis-
missed for 142 in 30.2 overs.

Mendis put on 57 for the fifth wicket with Janith
Liyanage (22) and 47 for the sixth wicket with
Chamidu Wickramasinghe (17) in a key partner-

ship which was cut short by the second run-out of
the Sri Lanka innings.

Sri Lanka struggled against the pace and bounce
of the New Zealand attack and its run rate required
had crept up to almost 15 by the end.

Showers and a wet outfield delayed the start of
play by two hours. When Sri Lanka won the toss
it made the natural decision to bowl on a greenish
pitch at Seddon Park with the possibility of more
showers to come.

New Zealand lost Will Young for 16 and was
31-1 when Chapman joined Ravindra. Together
they kept the score ticking over steadily, reaching
their 50 partnership from 44 balls and their century
partnership from only 79 deliveries.

The pair rotated the strike and worked the ball
often into the onside where there were larger gaps
in the field. Ravindra also showed he was in form
with an early straight drive which was a perfect
example of the shot.

“I think it’s a nice natural tempo to go out there
and play cricket shots, even in the shortened

game,” Ravindra said. “I do enjoy the ODI format,
although you don’t see many matches happening
any more.

“It’s a format I grew up watching and I think it
suits the way I bat.”

There were signs Ravindra was coming into
form when he hit 69 from 38 balls in the third
Twenty20 between the teams and 45 from 36 balls
in the first match of the ODI series on Sunday
which New Zealand won by nine wickets.

He found his timing early on Wednesday and hit
nine fours and a six. Chapman hit five fours and
two sixes, playing with increasing confidence at
No. 3.

Both players reached their half centuries with
sixes, Ravindra from the bowling of Wanindu
Hasaranga and Chapman from Eshan Malinga.

New Zealand lost momentum after Ravindra
and Chapman were out. Daryl Mitchell made 38,
Glenn Phillips 22 and Santner 20 but New Zealand
couldn’t get back on top of the bowling.

The third ODI is on Saturday at Auckland.

New Zealand’s Mark Chapman, right, bats in front of Sri Lanka’s Kusal
Mendis during their one day international cricket match in Hamilton, New
Zealand. (AP)

Hornets snap 10-game losing streak

Got sick after T20 World Cup

Fakhar Zaman confident of returning
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New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson, left, and Minnesota Timberwolves forward Julius Randle chase down a loose ball in the second half of an
NBA basketball game in New Orleans. (AP)

WASHINGTON, Jan 8,
(AP): Jalen Green scored
22 of his 29 points in the
third quarter and the Hou-
ston Rockets routed the
short-handed Washington

Wizards 135-112.

Alperen Sengun added 26 points
and 10 rebounds, Amen Thomp-
son scored 20 points and grabbed
15 boards, and Fred VanVleet had
19 points as the Rockets improved
to 6-1 on the road against Eastern
Conference opponents.

Houston overcame a 20-point first
quarter - the fewest points allowed by
last-place Washington in a period this
season.

Corey Kispert scored 23 points and
Jonas Valanciunas added 18 in the
Wizards’ third straight defeat.

Hornets 115, Suns 104

In Charlotte, LaMelo Ball had 32
points and 10 rebounds, Miles Bridg-
es added 21 points and Charlotte
snapped a 10-game losing streak with
a win over Phoenix.

Nick Richards added 15 points and
12 rebounds off the bench for Char-
lotte (8-27).

Devin Booker had 39 points and
10 assists and Kevin Durant added 26
points for the Suns (16-19), who’ve
lost five of their last six.

The Hornets took a 13-point lead
at the half after outscoring the Suns
37-17 in the second quarter behind
10 points from Ball, who was score-
less in the first quarter. Ball scored
29 points in the second half on 8-of-
15 shooting, including four 3-point-
ers.

Charlotte dominated Phoenix on
the glass, outrebound the Suns 59-42.

Mavericks 118, Lakers 97

In Dallas, Quinten Grimes had 26
points, nine rebounds and six assists
as Dallas snapped a five-game skid
with a win over Los Angeles.

Grimes matched his career high
with six 3-pointers on 6-for-11 shoot-
ing. P.J. Washington shot 9 for 14 and
finished with 22 points and eight re-

Rockets down Wizards 135-112
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Houston Rockets guard Fred VanVleet (5) passes the ball as Washington
Wizards forwards Corey Kispert (24) and Kyle Kuzma (33) defend during
the first half of an NBA basketball game in Washington. (AP)

bounds for the Mavs, who shot 52%
(18 of 38) from the field.

The Mavericks ended their losing
streak without their top scorers. Luka
Doncic has been out with a left calf
strain since Dec. 25, and Kyrie Irving
has been sidelined the past two games
with a bulging disk in his back.

Anthony Davis led the Lakers with
21 points and 12 rebounds. LeBron
James added 18 points, 10 rebounds,
and eight assists. Los Angeles lost its
second straight and for the third time
in five games.

Timberwolves 104, Pelicans 972

In New Orleans, Anthony Edwards
highlighted a 32-point performance
with seven 3-pointers, and Minnesota
beat New Orleans to take some luster
off of Zion Williamson’s return from
a 27-game absence.

Williamson, who’d been side-
lined by a left hamstring strain, had
22 points, six rebounds, four assists,
three steals and a block in 27 minutes
in his seventh game this season.

Former Pelican Julius Randle
scored 16 points and ex-LSU star Naz
Reid had 13 points and 12 rebounds
for Minnesota, which led most of the

game and by as many as 13 points.
Rudy Gobert had 14 rebounds and six
blocks.

Edwards hit four early 3s and had
14 points less than seven minutes in.
He surpassed the 30-point mark for
the ninth time this season.

Hawks 116, Jazz 114

In Salt Lake City, Trae Young hit
a buzzer-beating 3-pointer from be-
yond the halfcourt line to give Atlanta
a victory over Utah.

Young took an inbounds pass, drib-
bled to just short of halfcourt and hit
the 49-foot winner as time expired
while being loosely guarded by Col-
lin Sexton, who had seemingly forced
overtime with a tying 3-pointer with
four seconds remaining.

Young finished with 24 points
and 20 assists. Dyson Daniels added
16 points, seven assists, and six re-
bounds for the Hawks, who snapped a
three-game skid. Clint Capela scored
18 points and De’ Andre Hunter 17.

Lauri Markkanen made a season-
high eight 3-pointers and scored a
season-best 35 points for Utah. Sex-
ton added 24 points and Walker Kes-
sler finished with 21 points and 10

rebounds.
Celtics 118, Nuggets 106

In Denver, Jayson Tatum scored 29
points, Kristaps Porzingis added 25
and Boston held off depleted Denver
as three-time NBA MVP Nikola Jokic
sat out because of an illness.

Porzingis had 11 rebounds, while
Jrue Holiday contributed 19 points.
The Celtics attempted 35 3-pointers,
which was well below their season
average of 50.17. Instead, they out-
scored the Nuggets by a 60-46 margin
in the paint.

Russell Westbrook had 26 points
for Denver. Michael Porter Jr. added
15 points and 10 rebounds as the
Nuggets dropped to 10-7 at home.
They were 33-8 last season.

Trailing by as many as 15 points
in the first half, the Nuggets ral-
lied to make sure the game stayed
tight down the stretch. There was a
momentary break with 8:56 remain-
ing when a cup of ice spilled on the
court. It took several minutes to clean
up. Christian Braun followed with a
3-pointer to tie it at 93.

Heat 114, Warriors 98

In San Francisco, Bam Adebayo
had 19 points, nine rebounds and five
assists with two timely dunks down
the stretch, and Miami Heat snapped
a three-game losing streak by beating
Golden State.

Stephen Curry scored 31 points,
Trayce Jackson-Davis added 19, and
Draymond Green contributed seven
points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists.
The Warriors were booed by the
home crowd, and many frustrated
fans headed out of Chase Center early
for a second straight game.

Nikola Jovic hit consecutive
baseline 3s midway through the
fourth on the way to 20 points and
Jaime Jaquez Jr. scored 18 as Miami
won in a road back-to-back after a
123-118 double-overtime defeat
Monday at Sacramento.

Buddy Hield had 11 points, eight
rebounds and five assists off the
bench for a Warriors team that took
a 30-point pounding by the Kings
on Sunday.

for Pakistan at the Champions Trophy

ISLAMABAD, Jan 8, (AP): Fakhar
Zaman is confident of returning to in-
ternational cricket after eight months
when Pakistan hosts next month’s
Champions Trophy.

Fakhar hasn’t played international
cricket since Pakistan’s first-round
exit from the T20 World Cup last June
and subsequently missed out on cen-
tral contract with the Pakistan Cricket
Board for the first time in eight years.

“People don’t know that after the
T20 World Cup I got sick,” Fakhar
explained to the Vipers Voices pod-
cast as he prepared to play ILT20
for Desert Vipers in the United Arab
Emirates. “I was not part of the team
because of my medical condition, but
now (I'm) 100% (sure) I will play for
Pakistan.”

The veteran opening batter made
headlines when he criticized the na-
tional cricket administration just before
Babar Azam was controversially rested
for the final two home test matches
against England late last year due to his
inconsistent form in red-ball cricket.
The PCB issued Fakhar a show cause
notice for his social media post in favor
of Babar.

The post didn’t go down well
with PCB chairman Mohsin Nagqvi,
who also expressed concerns over
Fakhar’s fitness.

“It cannot happen like that if se-
lection committee is not playing
one player, then other players start
tweeting to express their displeas-
ure,” Naqvi told reporters at the time.
“Players are not allowed to function
like this, and we will never allow that.
The main issue with (Fakhar) is his
fitness test, that he was not able to
clear.”

In the absence of Fakhar, Pakistan
won three away ODI series over the
last two months, beating Australia,
Zimbabwe and South Africa under
the captaincy of new white-ball cap-
tain Mohammad Rizwan.

Back home, Fakhar returned to
competitive cricket during the do-
mestic Champions Cup T20 tourna-
ment last month and was the third
highest-scorer with 303 runs in 10
games at a strike rate of 132.31.

“The plan was to get fully fit and
play in the Champions Trophy,”
Fakhar said. “I am lucky to be fit
right now. I started from the Champi-
ons Trophy 2017 and that went really
well for me. Now I am very excited
for the next edition also.” Fakhar had
a memorable tournament in 2017
when he scored a match-winning cen-

Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan in

action during the fourth day of the

second test match between South

Africa and Pakistan in Cape Town,
South Africa. (AP)

tury in the final against India.

Pakistan’s latest white-ball sen-
sation, Saim Ayub, made two ODI
centuries in South Africa before he
fractured his right ankle during the
second test at Cape Town last week.
Ayub has been ruled out of competi-
tive cricket for at least six weeks, put-
ting his participation in doubt for the
Champions Trophy.

The PCB flew Ayub to London
from Cape Town on Monday for
treatment, and Fakhar said he hoped
Ayub recovers in time as Pakistan
prepares to host its first major ICC
tournament next month in 29 years.

“I hope he (Ayub) will recover
quickly,” Fakhar said. “I was thinking
to call Saim yesterday, just to talk to
him about this injury. Believe me, he is
such a great player that if he continues
to play for the next four-five years, he
will be among the top three players in
the world.”

Fakhar will be playing for Desert
Vipers in the ILT20 and was the top
target for Tom Moody, who is di-
rector of cricket with the franchise.
Fakhar said he was excited to play
alongside West Indies T20 captain
Sherfane Rutherford.

“He is one of the best cricketers in
the T20 format and I really enjoy see-
ing him batting,” he said. “I am very
excited to be part of this team, and I
want to share the crease with him. He
is one of the best players, so [ am very
excited to play with him.”

Belgian Grand Prix gets contract
extension but set to be dropped

LONDON, Jan 8, (AP): Formula 1
has extended its contract with the
Belgian Grand Prix, but one of the
sport’s most established races is set
to be dropped from the schedule in
2028 and 2030.

The extension starting from next
year includes races only in 2026,
2027, 2029 and 2031, F1 said
Wednesday.

F1’s push in recent years to ex-
pand the schedule with more races in
the United States and Asia has meant
more competition for traditional
venues in Europe seeking to keep
their places on the calendar.

The Spa-Francorchamps circuit,
a favorite with many drivers for its
flowing high-speed layout through
forested hills, was on the F1 sched-
ule for the first championship season
in 1950 and has been on the calendar
every year since 2007.

“The Belgian Grand Prix was
one of the races that made up our
maiden Championship in 1950, so
as we kick off our 75th anniversary

year it is fitting that we can share
the news of this important exten-
sion,” F1 president and chief ex-
ecutive Stefano Domenicali said in
a statement.

“Spa-Francorchamps is rightly
lauded by drivers and fans alike as
one of the finest racetracks in the
world and it has played host to some
incredible moments over its many
seasons in Formula 1.”

Without a Belgian Grand Prix in
2028, there won’t be a home race for
F1 champion Max Verstappen, who
was born in Belgium but races under
the Netherlands flag. The Dutch GP
will drop off the F1 schedule after
the 2026 race after the promoter de-
cided last month not to continue.

Recent races at Spa-Francor-
champs have seen large numbers of
Verstappen fans in the stands wear-
ing orange to represent the Nether-
lands.

This year’s Belgian Grand Prix
race weekend is from July 25
through 27, including a sprint race.
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Paris Olympics organizer Tony Estanguet nominated by 10C to return as a member

LAUSANNE, Switzerland, Jan 8,
(AP): Paris Olympics organizer
Tony Estanguet was nominated to
return to the IOC as a member.

The International Olympic Com-
mittee said its executive board nom-
inated Estanguet - who led the suc-
cessful Paris project for more than
nine years from bidding through to
staging the 2024 Summer Games

and Paralympics - to be elected at
its annual meeting in March near
the site of Ancient Olympia.

Voting is by more than 100 mem-
bers who are invited to join the
Olympic body with their main task
to confirm future host cities and
elect the IOC president.

The membership currently in-
cludes royalty from Asia and Eu-

rope, international sports officials,
former and current Olympic ath-
letes, politicians, diplomats, indus-
trialists and an Oscar-winning ac-
tress. Estanguet’s return should be
a formality. A three-time Olympic
champion in canoeing, he previ-
ously served an eight-year term as
an [OC athlete member from 2013
to 2021.

A legally complex vote by ath-
letes at the 2012 London Olympics
meant Estanguet and current IOC
presidential candidate Kirsty Cov-
entry were among four athletes who
did not formally get installed as
members until the next year.

The IOC said the 46-year-old
Estanguet is being nominated as
an independent individual mem-

ber, meaning he could remain until
reaching the statutory age limit of
70. Members must be re-elected
every eight years.

The next IOC session scheduled
March 18-21 in Greece will elect a
president to succeed Thomas Bach,
who is leaving after completing the
maximum 12 years in office. Seven
candidates are standing.
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As part of its unwavering commitment to delivering exceptional services and exclusive offers to its valued customers

NBK and SPARK Athletic Center forge an exclusive partnership

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: National
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) has entered
into an exclusive partnership with
SPARK Athletic Center, Kuwait’s
premier fitness and health destina-
tion. This collaboration reflects
NBK'’s unwavering commitment to
enhancing the banking experience
by providing its customers with ex-
ceptional services and tailored of-
fers that align with diverse lifestyle
preferences.

The agreement was formalized at
the SPARK Athletic Center head-
quarters in Shuwaikh, with Mr.
Hisham Al-Nusif, General Man-
ager of the Consumer Banking
Group at National Bank of Kuwait,
and Mr. Abdulmohsen Al-Babtain,
CEO of Groupxen, signing on be-
half of their respective organiza-
tions.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, NBK, in partnership with
SPARK, will introduce a ground-
breaking service to its custom-
ers at the start of 2025. This will
include innovative offers and ex-
clusive benefits, carefully crafted
to align with their aspirations and
needs.

On this occasion, Mr. Hisham
Al-Nusif, General Manager of the
Consumer Banking Group at NBK,
remarked: “We are committed to
continually enhancing convenience
and excellence for our customers
across all segments and age groups.
By offering the finest services and
exceptional offers, we aim to meet

Hisham Al-Nusif and Abdulmohsen Al-Babtain with officials from the National Bank of Kuwait and SPARK Athletic Center during the agreement sign-
ing ceremony.

their needs, fulfill their aspirations,
and deliver a truly unique banking
experience.”

“We are delighted with this
partnership with SPARK Athletic
Center, a pioneer in the fitness in-
dustry, as it offers our customers
exclusive benefits that reinforce
NBK'’s leadership in the banking
sector,” added Al-Nusif. He em-
phasized that the bank is consist-
ently looking to expand its net-

work of partners and leverage its
strong relationships with major
companies across various sectors
to deliver an unparalleled banking
experience, offering services and
benefits that elevate the lives of its
customers.

He explained that customer sat-
isfaction and delivering the best
banking experience are integral to
NBK’s culture. He further noted
that, with the extensive experience

gained over decades, the bank is
well-equipped to understand cus-
tomer needs, assess their goals, and
consistently exceed their expecta-
tions.

In the meantime, Mr. Abdulmo-
hsen Al-Babtain, CEO of Groupx-
en, stated: “We are proud to partner
with a leading banking institution
and esteemed brand like NBK. This
partnership marks a strong and ex-
citing new chapter for SPARKAth-

letic Center, and we are committed
to working together to raise aware-
ness about sports and encourage
the entire Kuwaiti community to
embrace a healthy lifestyle.”
“There is no doubt that our col-
laboration with NBK, a pioneer in
driving tangible, qualitative ad-
vancements across various sectors,
will greatly enhance our efforts to
deliver SPARK’s message to the
widest possible audience of both

Al-Nusif:

B Customer satisfaction
and delivering an excep-
tional banking experience
are integral to NBK’s core
values

B Through strategic
partnerships across di-
verse sectors, we aim to
redefine banking services
and enhance customer
engagement

Al-Babtain:

B We are proud to part-
ner with a distinguished
institution like NBK, re-
nowned for its excellence
and innovation

B Together, we aspire
to promote sports aware-
ness and inspire the com-
munity to embrace health-
ier lifestyles

citizens and residents in Kuwait,”
Al-Babtain added.

Founded in 2013, SPARK
Sports Athletic Center is Ku-
wait’s premier fitness and well-
ness destination, providing ex-
ceptional experiences through
cutting-edge facilities, innovative
programs, and a results-driven ap-
proach. Catering to individuals of
all fitness levels, SPARK offers
a comprehensive range of servic-
es, including advanced strength
training, high-performance group
fitness classes, and specialized
fitness programs.

Benzema stars as Al-Ittihad edges
past Al-Hilal in King’s Cup thriller

RIYADH, Jan 8: French
star Karim Benzema de-
livered a standout perfor-
mance, scoring twice and
converting a penalty to
lead Al-Ittihad Jeddah to
a dramatic victory over Al-
Hilal at King’s Arena Sta-
dium. The marathon clash,
which ended in a penalty
shootout, secured Al-Itti-
had’s place in the semi-fi-
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Rajkovic saves 3 penalty kicks

nals of the King’s Cup.

The first half remained goalless,
with a key moment in the 44th
minute when Benzema’s goal was
disallowed for offside after referee
intervention.

In the second half, Al-Ittihad
broke the deadlock in the 63rd min-
ute when Benzema netted a goal
from Muhannad Al-Shangeeti’s
cross. Al-Hilal responded swiftly,
equalizing in the 72nd minute with a
goal by captain Salem Al-Dawsari,
who capitalized on a deflected ball
from Brazilian midfielder Fabinho

of Al-Ittihad.

The match went into extra time,
where Al-Hilal gained the lead in
the 101st minute through Marcos
Leonardo, assisted by Mutab Al-
Harbi. However, Al-Ittihad refused
to back down, and Benzema struck
again in the 114th minute, this time
set up by Abdulaziz Al-Bishi.

The French star’s equalizer
marked his fifth career goal against
Al-Hilal, including one scored dur-
ing the 2023 FIFA Club World Cup
with Real Madrid.

Drama ensued in the 116th minute
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Al-lttihad players celebrate after reaching the semifinals of the King’s Cup.
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when Al-Bishi appeared to score Al-
Ittihad’s third goal, but it was over-
turned by VAR for offside, sending
the game into a penalty shootout.

In the shootout, Serbian goal-
keeper Predrag Rajkovic became
the hero for Al-Ittihad, saving three
penalty kicks to secure a 3-1 victory.

With  this triumph, Al-Ittihad
claimed the final spot in the semi-finals,
joining Al-Qadisiyah, Al-Shabab, and
Al-Raed in the “golden square.” Mean-
while, Al-Hilal, the reigning champion
for the past two seasons, bowed out of
the competition.

Kyrgios faces another injury setback

Wei through to final round of Australian Open qualifying

SYDNEY, Jan 8, (Agencies):
China’s Wei Sijia is one win away
from reaching the main draw at the
Australian Open after winning her
second round qualifying match on
Wednesday.

World No. 119 Wei beat Ger-
many’s Tamara Korpatsch 6-3, 6-3
in one hour and 18 minutes, and the
victory gave her the opportunity to
reach the main draw at a Grand Slam
for the first time with a win in the
third and final round on Thursday.

Wei won 63 percent of her service
points compared to Korpatsch’s 49
percent, and hit 20 winners com-
pared to 10 for the German.

It is the second straight year the
21-year-old has reached the third
qualifying round at the Australian
Open after falling in the final round
in 2024.

Gao Xinyu was beaten in her own
second round match by Croatian
veteran Petra Martic 3-6, 7-6 (5),
6-4 in two hours and 38 minutes.

Gao, who reached a career-high
No. 146 after leading China to the
quarterfinals of the United Cup, led

In this file photo, Nick Kyrgios of
Eagles returns the ball to Grig-
or Dimitrov of Falcons during a
match of Day 3 of the World Ten-
nis League at Coca-Cola Arena in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. (AP)

the deciding set 2-0 but could not
capitalize on the advantage.

Martic, the 16th seed in the quali-
fying tournament, leveled the score
at 2-2, before again breaking Gao’s
serve at 4-4 and serving out the
match.

Wei will face Serbian world No.

237 Nina Stojanovic in her final
qualifying match.

Meanwhile, Nick Kyrgios faces
another injury setback in his planned
return to Grand Slam tennis at the
Australian Open after an abdominal
strain forced him to withdraw from
an exhibition with Novak Djokovic
this week.

The 2022 Wimbledon finalist,
sidelined with wrist and knee inju-
ries since the 2022 U.S. Open, said
in an Instagram post Wednesday
that an ultrasound scan had revealed
an abdominal strain and “unfortu-
nately (I) won’t be able to play my
good friend (Djokovic) this Thurs-
day.” He signaled the injury was
“not too serious” but told Australian
broadcaster 7News it would limit
his preparations for the Australian
Open, which starts Sunday at Mel-
bourne Park.

“I've still got five days up my
sleeve so I probably won’t serve for
the next couple of days,” Kyrgios
said. “I’ve got a couple of practices
scheduled and I'll do everything I
can. It’s not too serious, so I'll just

take it day by day and just give my-
self the best chance.” The mercurial
Australian, who has become a popu-
lar commentator during his lengthy
stints on the injured list, made his
competitive comeback last week at
Brisbane, where he played one sin-
gles match and partnered with Djok-
ovic in two doubles matches.

Djokovic and Kyrgios won their
opening doubles match, a crowd-
pleasing, fist-pumping affair by both
players at Pat Rafter Arena before a
6-2, 3-6, 10-8 loss to Nikola Mektic
of Croatia and New Zealander Mi-
chael Venus.

Australian Open tournament di-
rector Craig Tiley remained con-
fident Kyrgios would play at the
year’s first major.

“I think it’s just precautionary,
that’s the word we’ve got from him,”
Tiley said Wednesday, responding
to questions about the potential ab-
sence of the star Australian. “Nick’s
not the only one not doing some of
their pre-planned matches over the
next few days. There’s no concerns
ahead of the Open.”

Kuwait & UAE to launch joint
school sports championships

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: Faisal Al-
Magseed, Chairman of the School
Sports Federation and Higher Edu-
cation, announced plans to col-
laborate with the UAE Federation
for School and University Sports in
organizing joint sports champion-
ships in 2025. He also emphasized
ongoing efforts to expand coopera-
tion in various sports initiatives.

Al-Magseed revealed that work
is underway to establish a “Gulf
School Sports Federation,” mod-
eled after the Gulf Football Fed-
eration and other regional fed-
erations. This initiative aims to
achieve strategic goals, foster
Gulf-wide collaboration, and iden-
tify young talents in schools, en-
hancing their abilities to support
the regional sports ecosystem. The
ultimate vision is to integrate these
talents into Gulf sports teams,
aligning with the Gulf Cooperation
Council’s vision that “the future is
Gulf.”

He highlighted ongoing prepara-
tions for school championships, in-
cluding increased coordination and
the exchange of expertise. These
efforts aim to implement sustain-
able sports programs, adopt best
practices, and develop students’
competitive skills to achieve tal-
ent discovery and empowerment
goals.

Al-Magseed expressed gratitude
to Dr. Ahmad Belhoul Al Falasi,
UAE Minister of Sports, for his
support in advancing school sports
initiatives in the UAE.

He also discussed a recent meet-
ing with Ali Masri Al-Dhaheri, a
key figure in international univer-

Ali Masri Al-Dhaheri receives a
commemorative shield from Faisal
Al-Magseed.

sity sports federations, during the
Zain 26th Gulf Cup in Kuwait. The
meeting explored collaboration
on school and university sports
programs, aligning with Kuwait’s
“Our Talents in Our Schools” strat-
egy for 2021-2026. Al-Magseed
shared optimism about extending
this strategy across Gulf federa-
tions, citing strong support from
Gulf sports leaders.

He concluded by noting that
Gulf countries’ strategic plans for
enhancing school sports activities
will yield significant and sustain-
able benefits, contributing to the
development of a unified and ro-
bust Gulf sports vision.

Excitement builds for the 11th
Atyab Al-Marshood Champ’ship

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The 11th
edition of the “Atyab Al-Mars-
hood” International Champion-
ship, an annual event organized
by Waleed Al-Marshood, kicks
off this afternoon at the Kuwait
Equestrian Center. The competi-
tion will feature an elite group of
male and female riders represent-
ing Kuwait, along with partici-
pants from several Gulf and Euro-
pean countries.

The first day’s events will begin
at 3:00 pm, starting with a round at
120 cm, followed by a round at 130
cm, and concluding with the grand
prize round at 140 cm. On Friday,
competitions will include rounds at
120 cm, 135 c¢m, and 140 c¢m, and
the final day, Saturday, will feature
rounds at 125 cm, 135 cm, and 145
cm.

Walid Sulaiman Al-Marshood,
head of the Supreme Organizing
Committee and tournament direc-
tor, emphasized that the Al-Mar-
shood Championship has become
a prestigious international event,
attracting top riders from around
the world.

He praised the strong participa-
tion of international knights and
noted the importance of private
sector support in fostering compet-
itive spirit and strengthening local
championships.

He also expressed his gratitude
to the Kuwait Equestrian Federa-
tion and the team managing the
Kuwait Equestrian Center for their
continuous efforts to promote

Walid Al-Marshood

the sport, particularly among the
youth.

Ali Jassim Al-Kharafi, a promi-
nent star of the Kuwait Club and
the national equestrian team, high-
lighted that the Al-Marshood Inter-
national Championship is the most
significant and largest equestrian
event in Kuwait.

He acknowledged the valu-
able contributions of private sector
companies in supporting the sport
and the state’s efforts to elevate
equestrian activities. Al-Kharafi
also noted the emergence of a
new generation of young competi-
tors, showing strong performances
alongside seasoned champions in
recent years.
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In this file French head coach Didier
Deschamps attends the media during
the UEFA preliminary draw for the 2026
World Cup. (AP)
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Zidane the favorite to succeed Didier

Orts

Deschamps to end decade-long tenure as France coach after 2026 World Cup

PARIS, Jan 8, (AP): Didier Deschamps announced
Wednesday that he won’t continue as France coach after
the next World Cup, bringing an end to an era in which he
became the nation’s most successful manager over more
than a decade.

The 56-year-old Deschamps said that he will leave
when his contract expires in the summer of 2026.

“I’ve been here since 2012, I'm scheduled to be here
until 2026, the next World Cup, but that’s where it’s
going to end because it has to end at some point,” Des-
champs said in an interview with broadcaster TF1.

“I did my time, with the same desire and the same
passion to keep the French team at the highest level, but
2026 is all very well.”

Deschamps started in his role as a successor to Laurent
Blanc. After a period marred by the 2010 World Cup de-
bacle - where the players went on strike in protest against
then-coach Raymond Domenech - and off-the-pitch con-
troversies, Deschamps led France to victory at the 2018
World Cup, also reaching the final in 2022 and at the

2016 European Championship.

At the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, France lost an epic
title match to Argentina.

“I’m not here for the records,” said Deschamps, who
also won the 2021 Nations League with France. “The
most important thing is that the France team remains at
the top as it has been for many years.”

Deschamps is one of only three people in soccer his-
tory to have won the World Cup as both a player and
a coach, along with Mario Zagallo (Brazil) and Franz
Beckenbauer (West Germany). He has the highest num-
ber of wins (105) of any France coach, ahead of Michel
Hidalgo and Domenech (tied on 41).

Deschamps found himself in a difficult position af-
ter the Euros last year, where France lost 2-1 to Spain
in the semifinals without impressing. France was widely
criticized for its pragmatic and dull style of play at Euro
2024, with Randal Kolo Muani’s header against Spain
the team’s first and only goal from open play by a France
player all tournament.

But he has kept the confidence of French federation
president Philippe Diallo.

“He’s still just as motivated and ready to wear the colors
of the French team,” Diallo told L’Equipe newspaper, add-
ing that he did not believe Deschamps is tired of the job.

“Didier Deschamps’ career has been exceptional,
marked by the most prestigious titles,” he said. “At the
Euros, it was another semifinal in a major tournament. He
was not affected by fatigue or criticism. After the com-
petition, I asked him the question. His clear answer was
that he was fully committed and energized to continue
his mission. And that’s exactly what he’s doing, as we
finished top of our group for the Nations League. He is
still the greatest coach the French team has ever had.”

As a player, Deschamps captained France to victory
at the 1998 World Cup and 2000 European Champion-
ship. He also won the Champions League with Marseille
in 1993 and Juventus in 1996.

Before taking charge of France’s national team, he
coached Monaco to the 2003-04 Champions League final

and guided Juventus back to Serie A. Deschamps also
achieved success at Marseille, winning the Ligue 1 title
in 2010.

Europe will send 16 teams to the first 48-team World
Cup, being co-hosted by the United States, Canada and
Mexico in the summer of 2026. Deschamps did not elab-
orate on his future beyond the tournament.

“There is a life afterwards,” he said. “I don’t know
what it will be.”

His planned departure will leave plenty of time for Di-
allo to find the right successor to Deschamps, with former
France great Zinedine Zidane the overwhelming favorite
if he is still interested in the job.

Zidane, who helped to lead Les Bleus as a player to their
first World Cup title in 1998 and starred again when they
won the European Championship in 2000, scored in two
World Cup finals and was on the losing side once when
he headbutted Italy’s Marco Materazzi in the 2006 final
on his final match as a player. As a coach, Zidane led Real
Madrid to three consecutive Champions League titles.

Newcastle moves closer to League Cup final

Isak strikes again as Magpies beat Arsenal in semifinal 1st leg

LONDON, Jan 8, (AP): Newcastle moved
a step closer to a first major domestic tro-
phy since 1955 with a 2-0 victory over Ar-
senal in the first leg of the English League

Cup semifinals.

Goals from Alexander Isak and Anthony Gordon at
the Emirates Stadium put Newcastle within reach of
the final at Wembley Stadium in March. The second
leg is at St James’ Park on Feb. 5.

“It’s a great result. It’s only the first half. If we don’t go
through then this has no meaning, but we can’t hide from
the fact that this is a massive win,” Isak said.

It was Newcastle’s first win at the Emirates since 2010
and Arsenal’s first home defeat since April.

Isak struck in the 37th minute to continue his out-
standing scoring run with his 14th goal in 15 games.
The Sweden international was involved in Newcastle’s
second in the 51st, when his shot was saved by Arsenal
goalkeeper David Raya and the rebound was converted
by Gordon.

Despite being bought by Saudi Arabia’s sovereign
wealth fund in 2021, Newcastle hasn’t won a major do-
mestic trophy since lifting the FA Cup almost 70 years
ago. But it is close to second League Cup final in three
years after losing to Manchester United in 2023.

Newecastle is also pushing for a return to the Cham-
pions League after missing out last season - sitting fifth

in the Premier League standings and one point outside
of the qualifying places for European club soccer’s elite
tournament.

Victory against Arsenal was a seventh straight win in
all competitions for Eddie Howe’s team, which has been
inspired by Isak’s brilliant goal-scoring form.

He fired in off the underside of the crossbar from close
range after a long free kick was played into his path by
Jacob Murphy.

It was Isak’s seventh goal in his last five games.

Despite in-stadium referee announcements being tri-
aled for the match, an apparent push in the buildup to his
goal did not result in referee Craig Pawson reviewing the
sideline monitor.

It was Isak’s sharpness that led to Newcastle’s second.
His effort from inside the box six minutes into the second
half was parried by Raya, but Gordon was the quickest to
react at the far post to fire home.

Arsenal was unbeaten in 13 games in all competitions
and is second in the Premier League standings.

It had the chance to take the lead when Gabriel Mar-
tinelli burst through in the 29th and fired against the
post.

Kai Havertz wasted a golden opportunity to pull a goal
back when his attempted header from directly in front of
goal came off his shoulder and went wide.

“We rode our luck a little bit at times, but (I'm) really
pleased with the result,” Howe said.
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Arsenal’s Declan Rice, fights for the ball with Newcastle’s Dan Burn, center, during the English League Cup semi-
final first leg soccer match between Arsenal and Newcastle United at the Emirates stadium in London. (AP)

Ministry of Interior and National Guard reach semifinals
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Players challenge for the ball during the league.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: The preliminary rounds of the
Ministries, Authorities, and Government Institutions
Football League have concluded, with the Ministry of In-
terior securing a spot in the semi-finals after finishing at
the top of Group One with 17 points, including 5 wins, 2
draws, and 1 loss.

The National Guard also clinched the lead in Group B
with the same score, ensuring both teams advanced to the
semi-finals. They will face the winners of two exciting
matchups: the General Administration of Customs, who
finished as Group A runner-up with 13 points, against the
Ministry of Electricity and Water, who placed third in
Group B with 13 points.

Additionally, the Public Authority for Industry, third
in Group A with 13 points, will take on the National Pe-

troleum Company, runner-up in Group B with 16 points.

The National Guard team dominated the tournament
with the highest scoring rate, netting 23 goals, boasting
the strongest attack.

On the other hand, the Ministry of Information team
had the weakest defense, conceding 25 goals. The Minis-
try of Interior achieved 5 victories, matching the National
Guard and National Petroleum Company, while the Pub-
lic Authority for Industry scored and conceded 17 goals
each.

In the Ministries Futsal League, the Ministry of Elec-
tricity and Water and the Ministry of Finance emerged
as the semi-finalists from Group A, while the Minis-
try of Interior and the National Guard advanced from
Group B.

Fans eagerly await thrilling clashes

Kuwait Club seeks to extend league lead,
Al-Qadsiya looks to keep title hopes alive

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 8: All eyes were
on Mohammed Al-Hamad Stadium
tonight as it hosts the much-anticipat-
ed showdown of the tenth round of the
Zain Premier League. League leader
Kuwait Club take on fierce rivals
Al-Qadsiya, in what promises to be
a thrilling encounter at 7:50 pm. The
action begins earlier at 5:35 pm with
Al-Tadamon facing Al-Yarmouk at
Nasser Al-Osaimi Stadium.

Kuwait Club sits atop the stand-
ings with a perfect record of nine
wins (27 points) in the first half of
the tournament. Under Montenegrin
coach Nebojsa Jovovic, the team is
eyeing its 20th league title and fourth
consecutive championship. A victory
tonight would solidify its dominance,

widening the gap to 14 points over
Al-Qadsiya and potentially ending its
from the title hopes. Kuwait Club de-
feated Al-Qadsiya earlier this season
with a narrow 1-0 win and will aim to
repeat the feat.

The team will field a full-strength
lineup, boosted by the exceptional
performances of Bahraini stars Mo-
hammed Marhoon and Mohammed
Daham in the recent Khaleeji Zain
26. Marhoon emerged as the tourna-
ment’s top scorer and best player,
while Daham was voted the fans’
favorite player. However, Jovovic’s
men remain wary, knowing that a
win will not come easily against its
determined opponent.

Al-Qadsiya, currently third in the

standings with 16 points, has been
inconsistent this season. Despite re-
gaining form in recent rounds with
four consecutive league wins and
strong performances in the Gulf
Champions League, it faces an up-
hill battle. Injuries to key players,
including Khaled Ibrahim, Khaled
Al-Rashidi, Youssef Al-Haqqan, and
Khaled Sabah, have compounded
their challenges.

Brazilian defender Igor Rossi’s
potential departure has been post-
poned, given the team’s urgent need
for his services in tonight’s match.
Coach Zeljko Petrovic may opt to
utilize Nigerian Daniel Gibula in
central defense to compensate for the
missing players.

The evening kicks off with Al-
Yarmouk, currently in tenth place
with just 3 points, still chasing its first
league victory. Under the guidance
of newly appointed coach Dhaher
Al-Adwani, the team is determined
to change its fortunes.

Meanwhile, Al-Tadamon, sixth in
the standings with 11 points, aims to
secure a win to distance itself from the
relegation zone. A victory would pro-
vide much-needed breathing room as
the league enters its second half.

As the Zain Premier League heats
up, tonight’s matches promise in-
tense competition, with league stand-
ings and reputations on the line. Foot-
ball fans are set for an unforgettable
evening of drama and excitement.

‘Musk has expressed interest in buying English soccer club Liverpool’

WASHINGTON, Jan 8, (AP): Elon Musk’s father says
his billionaire son has expressed interest in buying Eng-
lish soccer club Liverpool.

The Premier League club is privately owned by Fen-
way Sports Group, which has not indicated it wants to
sell but has accepted external investment in the past.

Errol Musk, in an interview with Times Radio, ac-
knowledged that the Tesla CEO has shown an interest in
the six-time European Cup champions.

“Oh yes, but that doesn’t mean he’s buying it,” Errol

Musk said. “He would like to, yes, obviously, anybody
would want to. So would 1.”

He also said: “I can’t comment on that. They’ll raise
the price.”

When contacted by The Associated Press, a spokesper-
son for FSG said there was “No truth to these rumors.”

In September 2023, FSG sold a minority stake to U.S.
investment firm Dynasty Equity.

At that time, FSG president Mike Gordon said: “Our
long-term commitment to Liverpool remains as strong as

ever. We have always said that if there is an investment
partner that is right for Liverpool then we would pursue
the opportunity to help ensure the club’s long-term finan-
cial resiliency and future growth.”

Under FSG, Liverpool has re-established itself as one
of the leading clubs in Europe. The Merseyside club won
its first English league title in 30 years in 2020 - one sea-
son after winning the Champions League title. It leads
the Premier League and Champions League this season.

Errol Musk said they have relatives in Liverpool and

that “we were fortunate enough to know quite a few of
the Beatles because they grew up with us - my family.”

Elon Musk has gotten himself involved in British poli-
tics since the center-left Labour Party was elected in July.
Musk has used his social network, X, to call for a new
election.

On Monday, Starmer condemned “lies and misinfor-
mation” that he said are undermining British democracy,
in response to a barrage of attacks on his government
from Musk.
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