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Amiri Diwan photos
Left: His Highness the Amir, accompanied by His Highness the Crown Prince, attentively listens to an explanation during the Informatics Award ceremony at Bayan Palace. Right: His Highness the Amir, accompanied by His 

Highness the Crown Prince, honors Head of the Award Board of Trustees Sheikha Ayda Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

Amir champions digital excellence at Informatics Award ceremony
— Details Page 2 —

PM Diwan photo
His Highness the PM being received at the 

airport by Emirati Minister of Health.

WGS key to global
progress, says PM
DUBAI, Feb 10, (KUNA): The World Govern-
ments Summit in Dubai is a global platform for 
exchanging expertise amongst global leaders, en-
abling decision-making, which shapes the world’s 
future and its sustainable development, said His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on Monday.

This statement came after His Highness the 
Prime Minister and the accompanying delega-
tion’s arrival to the UAE.

The WGS is held during rapid challenges fac-
ing the world, which made it paramount for gov-
ernments around the globe to address and find 
solutions, he stressed, saying that the summit was 
a chance for bettering government services, coop-
eration as well as boosting productivity.

Continued on Page 5

RIYADH: GCC Secretary General Jassem Al-Budaiwi 
discussed cooperation means on Monday with Chinese 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Chang Hua.

The two officials discussed cooperation, the latest de-
velopments on the 2023-2027 joint action plan, updates on 
free trade negotiations between the two sides, and key re-
gional and international developments, according to Saudi 
Press Agency. (KUNA)

Consumer goods up 2.1%

Kuwait’s wholesale price 
index sees 0.7% increase
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The general index of wholesale 
prices in Kuwait increased by approximately 0.7 percent 
on an annual basis by the end of December 2024, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

According to a statement from the Central Statistical 
Bureau, the index reached 149.4 points at the end of the 
fourth quarter of 2024, compared to 148.3 points in the 
same quarter of 2023.

The index for imported goods rose by 0.4 percent, lo-
cal goods by 1.3 percent, and the index for materials in 
the agriculture and fishing sector increased by 2.7 percent. 
This was driven by a 2.2 percent rise in prices for crop 
cultivation and animal production activities, a 0.3 percent 
increase in the prices of imported goods, and an 8.1 per-
cent rise in local goods prices.

The index for the mining and quarrying sector fell by 
0.9 percent, due to a 0.7 percent decrease in sand and 
crushed stone prices and a 3.2 percent drop in local goods 
prices, while imported goods rose by 0.8 percent.

Continued on Page 5

SHARIA graduates are neither lawyers nor 
judges, and for a long time, it has been ex-
pected that each professional should work 
within their field of expertise.

We should have realized long ago how 
these graduates became lawyers and judges 
-- how they studied, obtained law degrees, 
who intervened on their behalf and who en-
acted the law that allowed Sharia graduates 
to enter the legal profession.

Let’s put things in the right perspective; we 
are weary of this situation.

… Yet tomorrow is another day.

Zahed Matar

Day by Day

Newswatch

UK Ambassador 
praises Kuwaiti 

editors for media 
contributions

Warba Bank reports 
KD 22.4 million net 

profit for 2024

KFH holds 
earnings webcast 

for FY-2024

‘The Investment Con-
ference 2025’ brought 

together thought 
leaders, industry 

experts and investors 
to discuss ideas that 

move markets
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Kuwait public debt stays
below 60 percent of GDP

Minister Al-Fassam highlights Kuwait’s fiscal progress

DUBAI, Feb 10, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s Minister of Fi-
nance, Minister of State 
for Economic Affairs and 
Investment Nora Al-Fas-
sam affirmed on Monday 
that Kuwait has taken se-
rious steps in implement-
ing its development vision 
(Kuwait 2035), especially 
achieving financial bal-
ance and economic re-
forms.

She told KUNA on the side-
lines of the Ninth Arab Fiscal 
Forum; part of the World Gov-
ernments Summit 2025 that will 
kick off Tuesday in Dubai, that 
participation in this prominent 
forum is of special importance, 
as it addresses key issues that 
concern Arab countries in par-
ticular and the world as a whole, 
especially amid the unstable eco-
nomic conditions that the world 
is witnessing and discussing 
solutions and combining efforts 
to exert the maximum means of 
cooperation to reach sustainable 
financial solutions for our coun-
tries.

Continued on Page 5

Photo by Rezk Tawfi q
Kuwait’s Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Interior speaks at the sixth Arab Regional Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction.

Acting PM calls for collective action in tackling regional risks

Kuwait leads disaster risk reduction at Arab forum

No evidence of hack in Sahel app: spokesperson
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The official spokes-
person for the unified government application for 
electronic services Sahel Yousef Kazim, denied 
rumors circulating on social media that the ap-
plication was hacked, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Insisting that such claims are baseless, Ka-

zim explained that the application works with 
high efficiency and is devoid of any defects. 
It is continuously monitored to ensure optimal 
performance. All security and maintenance 
systems for the application are regularly updat-
ed according to the highest standards to ensure 

data protection and safety. The application fol-
lows the best technical practices to provide a 
secure and effective service for all users.

He urged citizens and residents to verify 
information before sharing with others, and to 
rely on official sources.

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Acting Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad 
Yousef Saud Al-Sabah affirmed that the State 
of Kuwait is keen on strengthening regional 
cooperation, and to become a model of lead-
ership and collective responsibility.

In his opening speech at the Sixth Arab 
Regional Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction 
that Kuwait is hosting from Feb 9-12, Sheikh 
Fahad Al-Yousef pointed out that Arab coun-
tries today live in a world characterized by the 
increasing frequency and diversity of natural 
and human risks.  “This requires us to work 
intensively and rapidly to develop our capa-
bilities to adapt and confront these risks,” he 
stressed.

He added “Kuwait has many national ini-
tiatives in the field of disaster risk reduction, 
considering it has achieved tangible progress 
in strengthening governance and building na-
tional capacities in this field.”

He pointed out that the challenges the 
countries in the region are currently facing 
necessitate strong regional and international 
cooperation; indicating the agenda of the fo-
rum consists of vital topics that aim to raise 
awareness, improve knowledge of risks, in-
vest in resilience, and build a sustainable de-
velopment system that is aware of risks.

He confirmed that “Kuwait has completed 
a strategy that is considered a declaration 
for disaster risk reduction, out of its desire 
to develop policies and procedures to miti-
gate disaster risks.”  He called for the discus-
sion and adoption of this strategy in order 
to establish a strong political framework that 
supports the implementation of the Sendai 
Framework and Arab Strategy for Disaster 
Risk Reduction.

He stressed that the ‘Kuwait Declaration’ is 

not just a document; as it is rather an expres-
sion of the collective will to expedite work in 
this field, which reflects the political commit-
ment of Arab countries.

He praised the role played by regional 
and international partnerships in achieving 
common goals, cooperation between Arab 
countries, and the exchange of expertise and 
knowledge to achieve the desired progress in 
the field of disaster risk reduction.

A total of 22 Arab countries and a number 
of international organizations attended the fo-
rum, during which they will adopt a disaster 
risk reduction strategy developed in the name 
of the State of Kuwait and will implemented 
in the next three years by all Arab countries.

This forum is jointly organized by the 
Government of the State of Kuwait and the 
Regional Office for Arab States of the United 
Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction in 
partnership with the Arab League.

It highlights the continuation and follow 
up of what Arab countries have achieved, as 
well as evaluate the progress in the imple-
mentation of the Sendai Global Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Arab 
Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction 2030, 
while identifying regional priorities for the 
next two years and adopting the Kuwait 
Declaration and an action plan for the period 
2025-2027.

Photo by Rezk Tawfi q
Kuwait’s Acting Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior speaks at the sixth Arab Regional 

Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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Fajr  ........ 05:11
Sunrise ..  06:32
Zohr .......  12:02

Asr .......... 15:10
Maghrib .. 17:33
Isha  ........ 18:51

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Mild and partly cloudy 
to cloudy with light variable wind 
to light to moderate southeasterly 
wind, with speeds of 08-32 km/h 
with a chance for scattered rain.

By Night: Cold and partly 
cloudy to cloudy with light vari-

able wind to light to moderate 
southeasterly wind, with speeds 
of 06-28 km/h with a chance for 
scattered rain.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 18 10
Kuwait Airport 18 04     

Abdaly 19 03
Bubyan 17 05
Jahra 19 07
Failaka Island 18 09
Salmiyah 15 12
Ahmadi 17 06
Jal Aliyah 18 05
Nuwaisib 20 05

Weather 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at 

the ceremony.

Amiri Diwan photos
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah honors the winners of Salem Al-Ali Informatics Award in the presence of His Highness 

the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Sheikha Ayda Salem Al-Sabah.

HH Amir congratulates winners of Salem Al-Ali Informatics Awards
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10, (KUNA): His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah gave a speech on Monday at the Salem Al-Ali 
Informatics Award ceremony, congratulating the winners of the prize.

His Highness the Amir evoked the memory of award founder, the late 
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali, and prayed for him, his children and grandchildren who 
have taken to run the establishment after him.

His Highness the Amir also thanked all participants who have appreciated 
the role of this country, wishing them further success in their endeavors. 

Under the patronage and in the presence of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and with attendance of His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, a ceremony was 
held at Bayan Palace on Monday to honor Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
Informatics Award winners of the 24th edition of 2024.

His Highness the Amir arrived at the venue and was warmly welcomed by 

Head of the Award Board of Trustees Sheikha Ayda Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
and members of the organizing committee.

Addressing the ceremony, Sheikha Ayda Salem Al-Sabah remembered the 
late founder of the award, Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, saying that he had 
got plenty of farsightedness, deep wisdom and giving and had anticipated the 
signifi cance of technologies.

She added that progress made over less than a quarter century is the fruit 
of Amiri directives, commending His Highness the Amir for his patronage of 
this award.

On his part, Dr. Taher Ameen Al-Jamal, the winner of the award, said that 
he was pleased to have been in Kuwait and granted the Sheikh Salem Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah Informatics Award, which is a beacon in digital societies.

He boasted that he was so lucky to have worked with the best scientists in 
the fi eld of encryption after having gained access to the cutting-edge advance-

ment in this science through working with Prof. Hellman during his doctoral 
study.

He added that his work at the RSA Security had also granted him the oppor-
tunity to partake in the initial stages of making encryption practical and effec-
tive, something which he said enabled him to join Netscape Communications 
Corporation with a deep understanding of new global digital needs.

The SSL protocol, now known as TLS, is considered a genuine turning 
point in the world since this technology is nowadays used to secure all digital 
communications.

He said that it was amazing for him to be an integral part of building this 
digital society as his work at Netscape has made him a key contributor to 
forming this cybersecurity.

His Highness the Amir then honored the winners of the Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali Al-Sabah Informatics Award, and was given a souvenir on this occasion.

Kuwait Amir offers condolences to Algeria and Namibia
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Monday a 
cable of condolences to Algerian President 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune on demise of for-
mer Prime Minister Sid Ahmed Ghozali.

His Highness the Amir prayed to Allah 
Almighty for mercy for the deceased, and 
for solace to his family.  

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also 
sent a cable of condolences to Algerian 

President Abdelmadjid Tebboune on de-
mise of former Prime Minister Sid Ahmed 
Ghozali. His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah then sent a similar cable of condo-
lences to Algerian President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune.

Also, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Me-
shal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent  a 
cable of condolences to the President of the 
Republic of Namibia, Nangolo Mbumba, on 
the passing away of former president of the 

Republic of Namibia, Sam Nujoma.
In the cable, His Highness the Amir ex-

pressed sincere condolences and sympathy. 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 

Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also 
sent a cable of condolences to the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Namibia, Nangolo 
Mbumba.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent, 
a similar cable to the President of the Re-
public of Namibia, Nangolo Mbumba.

AI summit crucial in shaping
future of world, says offi cial
PARIS, Feb 10, (KUNA): Partaking in the 
Paris Action on Artifi cial Intelligence (AI) 
Summit is a unique and important opportu-
nity to shape the future of the world, said a 
Kuwaiti offi cial on Monday.

Speaking to KUNA during his partici-
pation, head of the Kuwaiti Association of 
Artifi cial Intelligence of Things (AAIOT) 
Sheikh Mohammad Ahmad Al-Sabah af-
fi rmed that AI would help shape the tech-
nology of tomorrow.

He indicated, “We seek during this global 
event to reinforce strategic partnership with 
industrial and innovative leaders, exchang-
ing knowledge and expertize, which would 
contribute to streamlining digital transfor-
mation in Kuwait and the region.

Artifi cial Intelligence is not only essen-
tial for economic and social overall growth, 
noted Al-Sabah, it would be an unprec-
edented opportunity to push for advance-
ment in various fi elds including education, 
healthcare, energy, and digital economy.

He affi rmed that Kuwait was keen on 
developing comprehensive technology that 
would contribute to achieving the goals of 
the Kuwait 2035 Vision, which would put 
the country amongst leaders of innovation.

The State of Kuwait sees the summit as 
a chance for reinforcing its global status 
within AI development, highlighting in the 
same regard its AI and internet projects on 
the national, regional, and global levels in 
line with efforts to formulate future tech-
nologies and shaping policies within this 
domain, he said.

Al-Sabah added that the summit would 
help Kuwaiti youth to develop their techno-
logical skills and fi nd investment opportu-
nities in the realm of AI projects, thus, sup-
porting Kuwait’s national economy.

The Paris AI summit began earlier today 
and will continue until February 11th under 
the patronage of President Emmanuel Ma-
cron.

‘Kuwait shines in sustainable
development, health sector’

Minister seeks decent life for present, future generations

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: “Kuwait 
is a regional and global model 
worthy of emulation in the fi eld of 
health promotion and sustainable 
development, under the directives 
of its wise leadership that focuses 
on achieving health and national 
security by overcoming challenges 
and meeting the requirements of 
promoting community health and 
its sustainable development,” says 
Health Minister Dr. Ahmad Al-
Awadhi.

In his opening speech at the Second Ku-
wait Conference on Healthy Cities (Healthy 
Cities for Community Development), Al-
Awadhi pointed out “Kuwait Vision 2035 
and the national development plans are con-
sidered a strategic framework that puts a 
major challenge on our shoulders in terms of 
providing high-quality healthcare for all seg-
ments of society.” 

He affi rmed the ministry is committed to pro-
mote and protect public health, ensure the contin-
uation of the health gains it has achieved, and pro-
vide a decent and safe life for present and future 
generations. He said the Healthy Cities Initiative 
derives its strength and sustainability from effec-
tive community participation and the involvement 
of various segments in achieving health develop-

ment.
He pointed out that the strong cooperation 

between the government and private sectors, as 
well as academic and research institutions, en-
hances the comprehensiveness of this approach 
and makes the inclusion of health in all policies 
a reality.

He stressed that the ministry’s aspiration to 
expand the healthy cities system to include all 
regions of the country contributes to the ongoing 
efforts to reach the highest level of well-being 
for citizens and expatriates. He expressed ap-

preciation for all initiatives 
and efforts aimed at joining 
the healthy cities system; es-
pecially the governors who 
want to make their governo-
rates, cities and institutions 
as healthy cities, in addition 
to the employees of the min-
istry, specifi cally the Healthy 
Cities Offi ce, for its pioneer-
ing and effective role in im-
plementing this initiative, 
and the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO).

Meanwhile, Regional Director of WHO for 
the Eastern Mediterranean Region Dr. Hanan Al-
Balkhi said: Our health is affected by the places 
and ways of living, and more than 60 percent of 
the population of Arab countries live in urban ar-
eas.

She stressed that urban health is the concern 
of everyone, as it enhances health and raises the 
quality of life by providing healthcare and sani-
tation services and improving hygiene standards. 
She said the Healthy Cities Initiative has been ac-
tively operating for more than 20 years.

She added the regional network of healthy cit-
ies consists of 121 cities in 15 countries, including 
18 Kuwaiti cities; indicating that seven cities met 
the criteria for evaluating healthy cities according 
to WHO. 

She disclosed that WHO offi cially recognized 
Kuwait University as a health-promoting univer-
sity last year, emphasizing that Kuwait is mov-
ing quickly towards becoming a regional leader 
in promoting urban environments which support 
health, sustainability and the resilience of local 
communities.

She said “the cities participating in the program 
have made remarkable progress in 80 indicators, 
which include areas of community participation, 
health, environment, social development and oth-
ers.” She then reaffi rmed the commitment to build 
healthy, fair, sustainable and vibrant cities for the 
people and future generations.

Assistant Undersecretary for Private Medical 
Services at the Health Ministry Dr. Fatima Al-
Najjar revealed the ministry is keen on imple-
menting community initiatives based on scientifi c 
facts and medical evidence, which agree that the 
health of societies is the result of their balance of 
administrative systems and lifestyles.

She clarifi ed that this approach is based on the 
philosophy that health can be improved by devel-
oping the environments in which people live. She 
added the ministry’s services, no matter how de-
veloped and advanced they are, cannot control the 
epidemic of chronic diseases alone.

She stressed that this approach is the basis 
of joint work to achieve sectoral integration 
on one hand, and involve the entire society in 
determining priorities and enabling it to play a 
positive role in overcoming challenges on the 
other hand.

Support for Ja’afari endowments
pride for country, says minister

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10, (KUNA): Kuwaiti 
Minister of Islamic Affairs Dr. Mohammad 
Al-Wasmi said on Monday that Kuwaiti 
government care for Ja’afari endowments is 
a ‘source of pride’.

The minister made the statement while 
delivering a keynote speech at the one-day 
10th Jaafari Endow-
ments Forum, held 
under the patronage 
of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and organ-
ized by the General 
Secretariat of Endow-
ments.

Al-Wasmi said Ku-
wait has now become 
a role model for hu-
manitarianism and 
good citizenship principles, citing examples 
of giving and disapproval of intolerance 
and sectarianism.

He added that Kuwait has secured the 
elements of success and imposed tools of 

control and care for endowments, marking 
20 years since the inception of the Jaafari 
Endowments Administration under the um-
brella of the General Secretariat of Endow-
ments. The minister noted that the secre-
tariat has made huge internal and external 
accomplishments, marking a quantum leap 
in the endowment fi eld in Kuwait, and a 
pioneering government step to revamp en-
dowments in all domains.

He boasted that the secretariat has also 
done its utmost to promote the status of Ku-
wait as a world humanitarian hub through 
its diverse administrations, funds, projects 
and banks that care about contribution to 
societal development and relief efforts 
around the globe.

For his part, Director of Jaafari Endow-
ments Administration Tareq Al-Habeeb ad-
dressed the forum by saying that his agency 
is mainly based on developing endowment 
revenues and broadening the scope of en-
dowments, thus cementing and beefi ng up 
the role of Jaafari endowments as a sustain-
able institution that acts in the context of 
laws and regulations.

Iftar, ‘suhoor’ meals to be
provided during Ramadan

By Mohammad Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The Ministry of Islamic Affairs is 
preparing for the holy month of Ramadan by launching a series 
of initiatives aimed at equipping mosques to create a spiritual 
atmosphere that meets the needs of worshipers during this sa-
cred time.

According to informed sources, the ministry is in con-
tinuous communication and coordination with the relevant 
authorities to ensure the smooth operation of donation col-
lection. As in previous years, donations will be collected 
through bank deductions and electronic payment systems 
like KNet for ensuring transparency and preventing any 
violations.

Several initiatives have been proposed, particularly for the 
Grand Mosque, to enhance the experience for worshipers. 

Among the plans is the provision of coolers and mobile re-
frigerators during the last ten days of Ramadan. This is aimed 
at increasing comfort for those attending prayers and night 
prayers.  The ministry will also set up equipped tents and pro-
vide necessary supplies at the Grand Mosque. It has plans to 
prepare and distribute iftar and suhoor meals, and daily sup-
plies of drinking water and juices to mosques, along with hos-
pitality materials and resources allocated to the Support De-
partment and the management of the Grand Mosque.

Dr. Al-Wasmi

   KUNA photo
Representative of His Highness the 
Amir, Communications Affairs Minister, 
Omar Al-Omar and Chairman of the Ku-
wait Association of Artifi cial Intelligence 
and Internet of Things (AAIOT) Sheikh 
Mohammad Al-Sabah at the Paris sum-

mit.

Kuwait’s unwavering support
for Lebanon wins huge praise

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10:  The Deputy Head 
of Mission at the Lebanese Embassy and 
Consul of Lebanon in Kuwait Mia Al-Ad-
hem praised Kuwait and its people for their 
unwavering support for Lebanon.

Speaking at a celebration organized by 
the Maronite community in Kuwait on the 
occasion of Saint Maron’s feast in the pres-
ence of diplomats as well as several Kuwaiti 
citizens and members of the Lebanese com-
munity, Al-Adhem affi rmed that Kuwait 
and Kuwaitis have never hesitated to stand 
by their Lebanese brothers, particularly in 
times of hardship.

She described Lebanon as a nation that 
has resisted division, domination, and fa-
naticism, highlighting the strength and re-
silience of its people, who remain united 
through life’s challenges, and share each 
other’s joys and sorrows.

 Expressing her deep appreciation for the 
warmth and hospitality extended by Ku-
wait, Al-Adhem highlighted the country’s 
rich cultural diversity.

She said, “The Lebanon we envision is 
one of peace, freedom, and pride, far re-
moved from wars, disputes, and confl icts.”

On this special religious and national oc-
casion, Al-Adhem reaffi rmed her faith in 
Lebanon, despite the challenges the country 
faces, including the pain from recent devas-

tating aggression.
She expressed hope for the future with 

the recent election of General Joseph Aoun 
as Lebanon’s new President after two years 
of presidential vacancy.

Al-Adhem praised the election as a step 
toward rebuilding trust in Lebanon’s insti-
tutions, bringing about political stability, 
and launching reforms for a better future.

She said, “We look forward to a capable 
and effective government that will drive 
progress, restore confi dence in state insti-
tutions, and ensure their regular function-
ing. This, in turn, will lay the foundation 
for political stability, which is essential to 
initiating economic and social reforms and 
restoring Lebanon to its rightful place in the 
region and the world.

We pray for the protection of our beloved 
Lebanon and its resilient people so that it 
remains a nation distinguished by its crea-
tive diversity, symbolizing brotherhood, 
openness, and a welcoming destination for 
all its supporters, especially our Kuwaiti 
brothers, who have consistently stood by 
Lebanon and offered their unwavering sup-
port.

We also ask Almighty Allah to protect and 
bless Kuwait, a country dear to our hearts, so 
that it remains an oasis of security and peace, 
and be a Kuwait of pride and honor, under the 
leadership of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Meshal Al-Ahmad and His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled.”

Members of the Maronite community at the celebration.

Dr. Al-Awadhi
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

‘Radical educational reforms
must to avert total collapse’
“KUWAIT’S educational system is in 
dire need of urgent reforms to prevent 
a total collapse. Education experts and 
stakeholders have consistently warned 
that deteriorating academic outcomes 
indicate that the system has entered a 
critical danger zone,” columnist Talal 
Abdul Karim Al-Arab wrote for Al-
Jarida daily.

“We, alongside many others, have 
highlighted the decline in educational 
standards, emphasizing that nations 
fl ourish when they cultivate well-ed-
ucated, committed, and mature youth, 
while regression in 
education leads to 
scientifi c stagna-
tion, poor perfor-
mance, and devel-
opmental setbacks.

“Despite mas-
sive budgets allo-
cated to education 
over the years, 
Kuwait’s educa-
tional institutions 
have failed to keep 
pace with global 
standards. Once ranked among the best, 
they now produce outcomes that are 
alarmingly shallow compared to other 
nations. 

“The Ministry of Education’s budget 
has quadrupled over the past two dec-
ades, increasing from approximately 
486 million dinars in 2003 to more than 
2.2 billion dinars in 2023. 

“However, instead of investing in im-
proving educational institutions and in-
tegrating advanced global technologies, 
82% of this budget has been directed 
toward salaries and bonuses.

“This misallocation of resources has 
resulted in a catastrophic failure. Over 
the past 20 years, Kuwait has spent 
more than 29 billion dinars on educa-
tion, yet the system remains in its worst 
state in history. 

“Corruption has taken root, with wide-
spread cheating, fraudulent academic 
achievements, and an infl ux of unquali-
fi ed teachers holding forged certifi cates. 
The introduction of fi ngerprint attendance 
controls only further exposed the laxity in 
educational institutions. 

“Meanwhile, substantial fi nancial re-
wards were distributed under the pretext 
of “excellent work,” without yielding 
any tangible improvements in academic 
performance.

“As a consequence, Kuwait ranks at 
the bottom of international education 
indices, failing to meet both global and 
regional benchmarks. Education spe-
cialist Dr. Rawaa Al-Jarallah recently 
revealed alarming statistics in an inter-
view with the insightful Ahmed Mo-
hammed Al-Barjas. 

“She highlighted the stark contrast 
between Kuwait’s education system and 
those of other nations, not only in terms 
of quality but also in the total time stu-
dents spend in education before gradu-
ation. 

“While students in developed countries 
typically undergo approximately 15 years 
of study before earning a university de-
gree, Kuwaiti students complete their ed-
ucation in just six years. The root causes 
are evident -- excessive holidays, rampant 
absenteeism, and a culture of avoiding 
both learning and teaching.

“Perhaps most concerning is the ne-
glect of the Arabic language, the cor-
nerstone of our cultural identity. Kuwait 
ranks the worst in the Arab world in 
Arabic language instruction. 

“While global standards demand 
between 350 and 380 hours of study 
in a native language, Kuwaiti students 
receive a mere 200 hours. The result? 
Some children reach the age of 10 with-
out even knowing how to read or write 
properly.

“The Ministry of Education aspires to 
adopt best practices from top-perform-
ing education systems like those of Fin-
land, Singapore, and South Korea. 

“However, implementing these re-
forms will take years before yielding 
any tangible benefi ts. In the meantime, 
Kuwait continues to suffer the conse-
quences of an education system in cri-
sis.

“The question is no longer whether 
Kuwait can afford to fi x its education 
system -- it is whether it can afford not 
to. Without immediate and radical re-
forms, we risk condemning future gen-
erations to mediocrity, stagnation, and 
irrelevance in an increasingly competi-
tive world.”

Also:
“US President Donald Trump’s pro-

posals to deport the people of Gaza to 
other countries are nothing more than 
an attempt to repeat the tragedy of the 
‘Trail of Tears’ that took place between 
1830 and 1850. At that time, the US 
Congress passed two important laws: 
the Reallocation Act and the Indian 
Removal Act,” columnist Dr Abdullah 
Sahar wrote for Al-Rai daily. 

“The then US President Andrew 
Jackson used these laws to implement 
the forced displacement of some indig-
enous tribes, especially the Choctaw, 
Seminole, Cherokee, and Shawnee, 
who were among the largest tribes that 
learned agriculture and adapted to the 
modern lifestyle, making them the most 
‘civilized’ in the eyes of European set-
tlers immigrating to America. 

“But this ‘civilization and adaptation’ 
did not help them, as they were forcibly 
displaced from their fertile lands in the 
states of Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, 
and Mississippi, which were coveted by 
European settlers, and were transported 
to other areas hundreds of miles away. 

“During this harsh journey, between 
15 and 25 thousand indigenous tribes-
men died from cold, hunger, and dis-
ease, in addition to the mistreatment by 
the soldiers who supervised their depor-
tation, making it a journey narrated in 
tears.

“Ironically, during this tragedy, Fed-
eral Court Chief Justice John Marshall 
ruled in favor of the Cherokee tribe, 
invalidating the Georgia government’s 
decisions targeting Native American 
lands as unconstitutional, a legal victory 
for the tribe. 

“In response to the ruling, US Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson famously re-
sponded with his famous phrase: ‘John 
Marshall has made his decision, now let 
him carry it out!’

“He continued his decisions to for-
cibly deport the tribes, disregarding 
the law, the treaties his government 
had concluded with the tribes, or even 
the humanitarian disasters that resulted 
from this genocide.

“During this period, between 60,000 
and 100,000 Native Americans were 
displaced to remote areas that are now 
known as the state of Oklahoma. 

“This area was not chosen randomly, 
but because it was poor in resources and 
undesirable to white settlers, making it 
an isolated exile for the tribes that were 
displaced.

“Forced displacement was not sim-
ply a greed for fertile land or natural 
resources such as gold, but was part of 
a dangerous ideological doctrine known 
as ‘Manifest Destiny.’ 

“This idea, which gained wide politi-
cal acceptance, was based on an ideo-
logical religious interpretation that the 
white man had a divine right and even 
duty to spread Western civilization to 
indigenous lands, even if it meant kill-
ing, displacing, and occupying.

“What Netanyahu is doing today in 
terms of crimes against international 
law is a refl ection of the same fanatical 
ideology of what is known as Manifest 
Destiny.

“His extremist ideas, which give 
him a license to liquidate, kill, and dis-
place others, he has declared indirectly 
through his speeches, but he has not 
dared to publicly declare the displace-
ment of the Palestinian people to Arab 
countries, as Trump did. 

“Trump was more explicit when he 
announced his proposals without any 
regard for the international resolutions 
that the US government had previously 
approved at the United Nations, nor 
for the rulings issued by international 
courts, nor even for the treaties con-
cluded by civilized countries.

“The fundamental question that aris-
es amidst these incidents is : Is this sim-
ilarity between American policies in the 
nineteenth century towards indigenous 
citizens and what is happening today in 
Palestine towards indigenous citizens 
merely a historical similarity, or is it a 
behavioral approach rooted in ideologi-
cal fanaticism that permits occupation 
and considers it a sacred right, even if 
the price is the annihilation of entire na-
tions and civilizations?”

❑    ❑    ❑

“I followed some excerpts of the 
prisoners’ handover, especially the most 
recent. I saw the Palestinian youths, 
particularly the Hamas fi ghters, and 
the quantity of equipment and weapons 
they carried. I was surprised as there 
was a large crowd of them, the number 
is huge -- in thousands. This confi rms 
that all the Israeli allegations about kill-
ing a large number of Hamas fi ghters 
and the rest of the Palestinian factions 
are just illusions,” Adel Al-Jarallah Al-
Kharafi  wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The numbers I saw are large, which 
means that the Palestinian resistance, 
despite the pain and losses, is fi ne, and 
is in its best condition. Therefore, the al-
legations about the day after the resist-
ance in Gaza are nothing but gibberish. 
In spite of all the diffi culties they have 

been facing, these 
people have not 
been broken. Thus, 
Israel will not be 
able to end the is-
sue, as it plans to 
do so. It should 
rather reconsider 
its calculations 
and accept an inde-
pendent Palestin-
ian State.

“Also, displace-
ment attempts will 

not happen -- whether in Gaza or the 
West Bank, because people of this type 
cannot be broken by anyone, no matter 
how strong the latter. They can never be 
forced to be displaced, especially since 
they have lived through the displace-
ment catastrophe since 1948. They were 
displaced in camps and suffered from 
the humiliation of losing security and 
homeland for 75 years.

“This spirit of self-sacrifi ce has not 
faded through the years. At this point, we 
remember David Ben-Gurion’s statement: 
The old die and the young forget.  He died 
without witnessing any Palestinian forget-
ting his land and history.

“In 1969, Golda Meir said: There is 
no such thing as Palestinians. She de-
nied the right of the Palestinian people 
to exist. The response came through the 
operations carried out by the Palestinian 
resistance movement, which prompted 
Meir to say a year later: I am ready to 
listen if there is a glimmer of hope for 
an independent Arab State in Judea and 
Samaria (using the biblical name for the 
West Bank), and perhaps, in Gaza as 
well. If they call it Palestine, so be it, 
why should I care?’

“Over the past seven decades, the 
Israelis and the major western powers 
have been trying to ‘liquidate’ the Pal-
estinian cause, but the response has al-
ways been the most painful. On Oct 7, 
2023, a Palestinian generation that does 
not believe in compromises was born. 
Therefore, this guiding spirit makes the 
miracles of Palestinian history and it 
will bring about the independent State.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes/
Mahmoud Attiyeh

Talal Al-Arab

Customs offi cer, drug dealer get
life-term; guns pointed at police

Massive security plan in place for festivities

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff & Agencies 

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The 
Criminal Court sentenced an 
inspector at the General Ad-
ministration for Customs and 
a Bedoun drug dealer to life 
imprisonment for aiming their 
guns at offi cers from the Drugs 
Control General Department 
prior to their arrest in a stable 
in Kabad.

Meanwhile, the court sentenced a Syr-
ian expatriate to 17 years in prison for 
smuggling and traffi cking 27 kilograms 
of hashish and alcohol, using psycho-
tropic substances, and possessing weap-
ons and ammunition.

❑     ❑     ❑

Massive security plan: The Ministry of In-
terior is preparing a comprehensive plan to 
secure the National Day celebrations with the 
distribution of 8,000 soldiers and 900 patrols 
from various sectors, and with the participation 
of policewomen, reports Al-Rai daily quoting 
informed security sources.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has 
issued a decision to ban the sale and circula-
tion of water pistols from December to March 
every year.

They explained that a meeting will be held 
in the coming days with the ministry’s leaders 
to fi nalize the details of the plan, which will in-
volve several sectors of the ministry working 
together to develop a clear vision, assess each 
sector’s needs, and assign specifi c tasks.

The plan will focus on securing a number 
of areas and main roads, including Khairan, 
Wafra, Kabad, Subiya, Jaber Bridge, Abdali 
Farms, and the Arabian Gulf Street. This year, 
parades and marches will be banned on high-

ways to prevent traffi c disruptions, and ac-
tivities such as spraying water or foam will be 
banned to avoid spoiling the joy of the national 
holidays. Legal action will be taken against 
violators, including towing and impounding 
vehicles and issuing citations.

Last year’s experience, along with the com-
mitment and cooperation of citizens and resi-
dents with security personnel, as well as their 
adherence to instructions, played a great role 
in maintaining security and reducing accidents 
and other illegal activities.

The sources encouraged everyone to enjoy 
the national holidays while respecting the laws, 
to ensure an atmosphere of joy and celebration.

❑     ❑     ❑

521 citations issued:  The quarterly statistics 
(from October to December 2024) from the 
Audit and Follow-up Department of Municipal 
Services at the Ahmadi Municipality Branch re-
vealed that 521 citations were issued and 1,173 
warnings were given following the inspection 
of 1,397 shops, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Jordanian Interior Minister visits Coast Guard Base
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10, (KUNA): Kuwait’s 
First Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Min-
ister Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah re-
ceived on Sunday Jordanian Interior Minister 
Mazen Al-Faraya at the Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Coast Guard base camp at Sheikh Jaber 
Bridge.

A statement by the General Department of 

Security Relations and Media of the Interior 
Ministry said that Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef 
received Minister Al-Faraya in the presence 
of Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry 
for Border Security, Major General Mujbil 
bin Shawq, and the Director General of the 
Administration of the Coast Guard, Brigadier 
General Sheikh Mubarak Ali Yousef Al-Sa-

bah.
Adding, the visit comes under the frame-

works of strengthening security cooperation 
and the exchange of capabilities between Ku-
wait and Jordan, including evaluation of the 
preparedness of the General administration of 
the Coast Guard in its role of safeguarding the 
regional waters and maritime borders.

Al-Khalidi referred for 
psychiatric evaluation

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The Criminal Court has decided 
to refer Salman Al-Khalidi for a psychiatric evaluation to 
assess his mental health.

Last Thursday, the Criminal Court, presided over by 
Judge Abdullah Al-Asimi, adjourned to April 10 the deci-
sion on Al-Khalidi’s objection to the sentence issued in ab-
sentia to imprison him based on a State Security case. 

The case will be reviewed, and the defense will be pre-
sented during the session on April 10. Al-Khalidi has been 
charged with intentionally challenging the authority of the 
Amir through his X account and other social media ac-
counts, but he had denied these charges.

Adel Al-Kharafi 

  KUNA photo
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah while receiving Jordanian Interior Minister Mazen Al-

Faraya at Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad base on the occasion of his visit.

KTV director injured in
hit-and-run accident

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10:  Kuwait TV director 
Jawhar Al-Juwaihel was involved in a hit-and-
run accident yesterday, which resulted in a dou-
ble fracture to his knee, as well as wounds and 
scratches on his legs, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a phone conversation with the daily for an up-
date on his health, Al-Juwaihel explained that the 
incident occurred when he was jogging. He was 
caught off guard when an American-made vehicle, 
driven by an Asian expatriate, veered off the road 
and sped towards the walkway, crashing into the 
area designated for exercise.

According to security sources, when the Minis-
try of Interior’s Operations Room received a report 
about the incident, an ambulance was dispatched 
to the scene, and Al-Juwaihel was transported to 
Amiri Hospital for treatment.

Expat woman beaten, robbed
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The investigator at Hawally Police Sta-
tion ordered the arrest of a young man that a female expatriate 
accused of assaulting her and forcibly stealing her mobile phone, 
reports Al-Anba daily.

According to a security source, the expatriate woman, born in 
1985, said a young man proposed to her but she rejected him, so 
he beat her and stole her mobile phone that he gave her earlier. 
She affi rmed there were witnesses to the assault that happened 
in Hawally. 

The complainant submitted a medical report, showing that she 
got bruises and abrasions in several parts of her face, neck and 
right thigh, without any fracture.
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MoE launches job 
promotion teams

Green Wall seeks support for sustainable initiatives

Municipal Council set to address recycling 
proposal and waste management projects

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The Envi-
ronmental Affairs Committee of the 
Municipal Council, led by Alia Al 
Farsi, will hold its fourth meeting of 
the third term on Thursday.

The meeting’s agenda includes a 
proposal from Municipal Council 

member Sherifa Al Shalfan on recy-
cling plastic bottles and their caps, 
and a request from the Green Wall 
of Kuwait Association for joint 
collaboration with the Municipal 
Council.

The Green Wall’s request seeks a 
statement from the municipality re-
garding the Environmental Affairs 
Department’s projects focused on en-

vironmental protection and advanced 
solid waste management.

Main projects include the design, 
supervision, operation, and mainte-
nance of the Kabd sanitary landfi ll, 
advisory services for asbestos waste 
landfi ll sites, feasibility studies for 
construction waste treatment pro-
jects, and the rehabilitation of closed 
landfi ll sites in Qurain and Jleeb Al-

Shuyoukh, and on the Seventh North 
site.

In addition, the General Secretariat 
of the Municipal Council has invited 
the Minister of State for Municipal 
Affairs and the Minister of State for 
Housing Affairs to the fi rst workshop 
of the third session of the Committee 
for the Affairs of the Handicapped 
scheduled for February 17.

Al-Dhafiri moves to end delays

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: In 
confirmation of the reports 
published on January 8 and 
27 regarding the discontent 
over the delay in forming job 
promotion teams in educa-
tional zones, Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Education 
and Chair of the Technical 
Committee for Studying the 
Formation of 
Work Teams 
and Commit-
tees Mansour 
A l - D h a fi r i 
has approved 
the formation 
of technical 
work teams 
s p e c i a l i z e d 
in job pro-
motions for 
employees in the educational 
zones, schools, and kindergar-
tens for the current year. 

The teams will take necessary 
steps to implement promotion deci-
sions.

The decision was taken following a 
meeting of the Technical Committee 
for Studying Work Teams and Com-
mittees. During this meeting, it was 
agreed to form work teams in line with 
the decisions of the Civil Service Coun-
cil, particularly Decisions No. 16/2011 
and No. 40/2016 regarding the system 
for work teams in government agen-
cies.

Al-Dhafi ri endorsed the formation 
and distribution mechanism, which 
specifi es that the ministry’s headquar-
ters will form two work teams, in addi-
tion to two work teams in each educa-

tional zone, during the dates of raising 
the job level in the classifi ed job groups 
set for January and July 2025.

The head of each team will select 
its members, with a maximum of ten 
members, as per Article 4 of Civil Ser-
vice Council’s Resolution No. 6/2011. 
No member can be added to the team 
without the undersecretary’s approval.

According to the decision, the head 
of each team is responsible for present-
ing the team’s results, meeting minutes, 
and achievement rates to the technical 
committee tasked with studying the 
formation of work teams and commit-
tees in the Ministry of Education after 
completing the assigned tasks. The 
work team is not authorized to form 
sub-teams or additional committees.

The draft proposal to form each team 
must include complete details about 
its members, including name, civil ID 
number, work center, job title, and the 
specifi c assignment to the team. Prior-
ity will be given to the participation of 
Kuwaiti members, and the project must 
be submitted to the undersecretary of 
the ministry for approval.

Al-Dhafi ri affi rmed the importance 
of coordination and follow-up by pro-
viding representatives of the ministry’s 
Financial Controllers Bureau with a 
copy of the draft decision.

He said the Administrative Affairs 
and Administrative Development Sec-
tor will be tasked with preparing the 
related draft decisions and distributing 
copies to the undersecretary’s offi ce, 
the Financial Administration/Assign-
ees Division, and the committee’s rap-
porteur.

According to informed educational 
sources, the issuance of job promotion 
decisions, which were originally set to 
be implemented in early January, has 
been delayed but is expected to be com-
pleted by March 31.

They indicated that this delay has 
disrupted the promotion schedule for 
educational staff, and caused a setback 
in improving job performance among 
teachers.

Al-Mashaan vows quality, swift completion

Comprehensive maintenance starts on 
Subiya Highway under new contracts

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Minister of 
Public Works Dr. Noura Al-Mashaan 
announced the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t 
of comprehensive 
maintenance work 
on Subiya Highway 
as part of the new 
contracts.

She affi rmed that 
the ministry will 
continue to carry 
out road mainte-
nance projects in all 
regions, and ensure 
full commitment to quality and adher-

ence to international standards to develop 
an advanced infrastructure.

Dr. Al-Mashaan explained that the 
concerned teams conducted inspections 
of the area before beginning the neces-
sary repairs. 

Maintenance will start with the most 
affected areas and gradually move to the 
less impacted ones, with close supervi-
sion and follow-up from the ministry’s 
teams.

She stressed the importance of coor-
dination in dealing with issues related to 
road maintenance, and urged the imple-
menting companies to complete all work 
as quickly as possible, while ensuring 
high-quality and effi ciency in line with 
the approved technical specifi cations and 
the agreed-upon schedule.

Al-Dhafiri

Farwaniya Governor leads National Day celebration at Crowne Plaza.

Governor honors Kuwaiti heritage

Farwaniya Governorate marks 
Nat’l Day with grand ceremony
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Farwaniya 
Governorate, under the patronage and 
in the presence of its governor Sheikh 
Athbi Al-Naser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah, 
held a national celebration in front of 
Al Baraka Hall at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel on Sunday morning in coordina-
tion with Crowne Plaza and Holiday 
Inn Al-Thuraya City hotels.

According to a press release issued 
by Farwaniya Governorate, the cer-
emony included patriotic programs and 
activities, and a heritage exhibition, 
which reflected the spirit of national 
pride and patriotism.

Businessmen Jawad Bukhamseen, 
Anwar Bukhamseen, and other digni-
taries were present at the celebration.

In another development, Governor 
Sheikh Athbi visited Dr. Saad Abdu-
laziz Al-Hamlan Diwaniya for the First 
Generation in Khaitan on the occasion 
of the National Day celebrations.

The governor was warmly welcomed 
by Assistant Undersecretary for Private 
Security Affairs Abdullah Safah Al-
Mulla, Director General of Farwaniya 
Security Command Brigadier General 
Muhammad Mutlaq Al-Mutairi, and 
Dr. Saad Al-Hamlan.

During the visit, the gover-
nor expressed his gratitude for the 

invitation,and  praised the role of di-
waniyas in strengthening social ties and 
preserving Kuwaiti heritage.

He also took the opportunity to view 
the heritage items displayed in the di-
waniya. The visit concluded with the 
governor and other leaders being hon-
ored in recognition of their efforts and 
contributions to the nation.

Farwaniya Governorate photos
Farwaniya Governor tours heritage 

exhibition.

Dr. Al-Mashaan

Reform plans in motion

Finance Minister reassures retirees on 
gov’t commitment to improve benefits

Youth Theater Days Festival opens Feb 15
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Head of the 
Youth Theater Days Festival Faleh Al-Anzi 
announced that the new edition of the festi-
val will be launched on February 15 at the 
Abdul Hussein Abdul Redha Theater, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

He revealed that the festival has chosen 
the outstanding actress Hayat Al-Fahad as 
its honoree, who expressed her full support 
for any initiative that serves youth in theater.

This announcement was made during a 
press conference held by Dr. Muhammad 
Al-Muzal in the presence of the Assistant 
Undersecretary for the Youth Sector at the 
Public Authority for Youth Walid Al-Ansa-

ri, and the official spokesperson and head of 
public relations at the authority Asrar Za-
karia Al-Ansari.

Dr. Al-Muzal explained that this year’s 
edition will feature several surprises, in-
cluding the introduction of two new awards. 
The first is for theatrical writing, open to 
participants outside the official competi-
tion. The submitted texts will be evaluated 
by an external artistic committee. The sec-
ond award is the Excellence Award, which 
will be given by the jury to a distinguished 
participant who did not win one of the of-
ficial competition awards, in support of 
young talent.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: As part of the 
government’s ongoing reform agenda 
and in the spirit of Kuwait’s national cel-
ebrations, Finance Minister and Minister 
of State for Investment, Noura Al-Fassam, 
sought to ease retirees’ concerns regarding 
benefi ts aimed at enhancing their quality of 
life, Al-Seyassah daily reports. 

She reassured them that “hey are a pri-
ority for both the political leadership and 
the government, but resolving this issue 
requires time.”

Following a meeting with Al-Fassam 
at the headquarters of the Public Institu-
tion for Social Security (PIFSS), Younis 
Naseer, a representative of the Retirees’ 
Rights Group, relayed her message, stat-
ing, “The government is committed to of-
fering retirees something signifi cant, but 
patience is needed, especially after the re-
cent restructuring of PIFSS’s board a few 
months ago.”

He further explained that discussions 
with the minister covered key concerns 
such as interest-free loans, buyback benefi ts 
-- described as ‘a fi nancial burden breaking 
our backs’ -- as well as pension shares and 
increases for retirees who were excluded 
from the minimum pension law. 

He noted that the meeting had a positive 
tone, with both sides agreeing on the impor-
tance of achieving fairness for all retirees.

Naseer also revealed that more meetings 
with Al-Fassam are planned, emphasizing 
that she pledged to keep them informed 
on every step the government takes in re-

solving this issue, along with other matters 
benefi ting citizens, particularly those with 
limited incomes.

Meanwhile, sources told Al-Seyassah 
that fi nancial reforms remain a top priority 
for the government, and several policy ad-
justments are being considered to improve 

citizens’ overall liv-
ing conditions, with 
a particular focus on 
retirees.

The reform plan 
reportedly revolves 
around increasing 
non-oil revenues, 
collecting outstand-
ing state dues, and 
revising service 
fees. Notably, the 

government has al-
ready taken steps in 

this direction by repealing Law No. 79 of 
1995, which regulated fees and fi nancial 
costs for public services and facilities.

While sources reassured that low-income 
Kuwaiti citizens will be protected from 
any austerity measures aimed at reducing 
the budget defi cit, they also disclosed that 
part of the upcoming reforms will involve 
a comprehensive review of the fees paid by 
expatriates and visitors to Kuwait.

The Retirees’ Rights Group confi rmed 
that Al-Fassam has committed to keeping 
them updated on the government’s progress 
in resolving this matter and other issues of 
national interest.

Al-Fassam
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A toast to press-driven diplomacy

UK Ambassador praises Kuwaiti
editors for media contributions
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: British 
Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda 
Lewis hosted a luncheon at her 
residence to acknowledge the role 
of the editors-in-chief of Kuwaiti 
newspapers in fostering media re-
lations and cooperation between 
the United Kingdom and Kuwait. 

Present at the event were Edi-
tors-in-Chief Ahmed Al-Jarallah 
(Al-Seyassah and Arab Times), 
Imad Bukhamseen (An-Nahar) 
and Dr. Ziad Al-Alyan (Kuwait 
Times). 

Ambassador Lewis empha-
sized the media’s crucial role in 

strengthening bilateral relations 
through accurate and objective 
reporting. She discussed media 
issues of mutual concern, and ex-
plored ways to strengthen coop-
eration between Kuwaiti newspa-
pers and the British Embassy. 

She then commended the ed-
itors-in-chief for their contribu-
tions to media communication 
between Kuwait and Britain. She 
also expressed her country’s ap-
preciation for their role in building 
understanding and strengthening 
the long-standing friendship be-
tween the two nations.

Ahmed Al-Jarallah, Editor-in-Chief of Al-Seyassah and Arab Times with 
H.E.  Belinda Lewis, British Ambassador to Kuwait. 

Editor-in-Chief Ahmed Al-Jarallah handling a copy of his book titled: 
“The Pen that moves Mountains” to Ambassador Belinda Lewis. 

Photo by Rezk Taufi q
Ambassador Belinda Lewis with Editors-in-Chief Ahmed Al-Jarallah, 
Imad Bukhamseen, Dr. Ziad Al-Alyan together with Yara El Sabbagh, 

Andrew Worthington and Malik Hakeem.

PAHW inks KD785m deals
for major housing project

6,455 homes, infrastructure set for 2028

By Mohammad Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: 
The Public Authority for 
Housing Welfare (PAHW) 
has signed four contracts 
for the construction and 
maintenance of 6,455 hous-
es and public buildings; in 
addition to asphalt surface 
layer works, low and medi-
um voltage cable supply, in-
stallation works, and road 
lighting works in seven sub-
urbs within the affordable 
housing project. 

In a press statement on the side-
lines of the signing of the contracts, 
acting Director General of PAHW 
Rashid Al-Enezi pointed out that 
“with these contracts, the authority 
has completed all contracts related 
to the construction and mainte-
nance of houses and public build-

ings, asphalt surface layer works, 
supply and installation of low and 
medium pressure cables, and road 
lighting works in all sectors of the 
affordable housing project.” 

He also confirmed the signing of 
six contracts with local and inter-
national companies to implement 
the city works with a total value of 
KD 785,372,093; while the imple-
mentation period for each project is 
1,095 days. 

He revealed that the affordable 
housing project consists of 9,800 
houses with public buildings and 
their site connection works; indi-
cating that the implementation in-
cludes asphalt surface layer, road 
lighting network, and the supply 
and installation of low and medium 
pressure cables. 

He said the project consists of 
74 public buildings, including two 
kindergartens, 10 primary schools, 
eight intermediate schools, six sec-
ondary schools, two Islamic centers, 
14 mosques, 16 houses for imams 
and muezzins, a fire station, a tele-

phone exchange, two community 
development centers, two social 
unit centers, two police stations, 
two specialized health centers, an 
ambulance center, two central mar-
kets, two gas branches, and a diwan-
iya for the elderly. 

He confirmed that the signing of 
these contracts is in line with the au-
thority’s commitment to achieve its 
strategic goal in providing integrat-
ed housing projects that contribute 
to improving the citizens’ standard 
of living. He said the institution is 
following up the implementation of 
the first and second contracts; which 
started at the beginning of January 
and include the construction of 
3,345 houses and a number of pub-
lic buildings. 

He went on to say that this is 
in addition to the surface layer of 
asphalt, supplying and installing 
low and medium pressure cables 
and road lighting works in sectors 
(BP-1) and (BP-3); disclosing that 
the target completion date is early 
2028.

Ministry honors
‘Oil Innovates 3’ 
Award winners
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: 
The Ministry of Oil will or-
ganize a ceremony in honor 
of the winners of the ‘Oil 
Innovates 3’ Award at the 
Oil Sector Complex Theat-
er in Shuwaikh on Monday 
(today), under the patron-
age and in the presence of 
Oil Minister Tariq Al-Rou-
mi with Undersecretary 
Sheikh Dr. Nimr Al-Sabah, 
assistant undersecretaries, 
other ministry offi cials, and 
offi cials at Sabah Al-Ah-
mad Center for Talent and 
Creativity in attendance, 
reports Al- Anba daily.  

In a press statement, the 
ministry pointed out that 
honoring the three winning 
teams is a confi rmation of 
its commitment and that of 
the political leadership to 
support and encourage in-
novation in the oil sector 
and enhance the role of the 
youths in fi nding creative 
solutions that contribute to 
sustainability and techno-
logical progress in the oil 
industry. 

It explained that this 
award is considered a stim-
ulating platform for young 
talents to present their in-
novative ideas and projects, 
refl ecting its commitment 
to encourage scientifi c re-
search and innovation as 
part of its strategy to im-
prove the effi ciency of the 
oil sector and raise its com-
petitiveness. 

Continued from Page 1

He expressed keen desire to refor-
mulate the government apparatus to 
meet the demands of building a digital 
society, boost transparency, improve 
work environment, and invest in hu-
man capital, all points that were in line 
with the state’s sustainable develop-
ment plans.

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah affirmed 
that the WGS had bolstered the UAE’s 
global role in boosting governments 
future planning efforts, expressing 
gratitude to the Emirati leadership and 
people for their relentless contribu-
tions in this regard.

His Highness Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Abdullah was received at the airport 
by Emirati Minister of Health Abdul-
rahman Al-Owais, Kuwaiti Ambas-
sador to the UAE Jamal Al-Ghunaim, 

On her participation in the forum, 
Al-Fassam said it includes a dialogue 
session on fiscal policy design options 
to confront increasing debt pressures 
with the aim to review the current eco-
nomic challenges and adopt flexible 
and balanced financial policies.

She pointed out that the forum “will 
showcase Kuwait’s successful experi-
ence in the process of issuing bonds 
and sovereign debt for the state, which 
achieved success in 2017 as we en-
tered the international financial mar-

The manufacturing industries group 
index increased by 0.6 percent during 
the year, due to a rise in food manufac-
turing prices by 1.9 percent, beverage 
manufacturing prices by 3.2 percent, 
textile manufacturing prices by 4.7 per-
cent, clothing manufacturing prices by 
5.5 percent, wood, wood products, and 
cork by 0.4 percent, paper manufactur-
ing prices by 0.4 percent, chemicals 
manufacturing prices by 1.1 percent, 
crystal products and stone building 
materials by 0.5 percent, comput-
ers, electronics, and optical products 
by 1.9 percent, electrical equipment 
manufacturing by 1.2 percent, and mo-
tor vehicles by 1.5 percent. Prices for 
both imported goods and local goods 
increased by 0.4 percent and 1.1 per-
cent respectively.

When materials are classified by 
production stage, raw material prices 
and final material prices rose by 3.9 
percent and 1.4 percent respectively, 
while simple materials prices de-
creased by 1.9 percent.

Regarding final use, prices for con-
sumer goods and capital goods in-
creased by 2.1 percent  and 0.8 percent 
respectively, while prices for produc-
tion goods decreased by 1.5 percent .

kets by issuing bonds worth USD eight 
billion.”

In this regard, Al-Fassam said that 
given the high credit rating of Kuwait, 
this issuance received great demand 
and was covered at a rate of 3.6 times 
the total value of the issuance itself, 
and orders now exceeded USD 29 bil-
lion, with more than 500 foreign and 
international investors participating 
in the issuance, which reflects strong 
confidence in the creditworthiness of 
Kuwait and its economic policies.

On the public debt, she said it does 
not exceed 60 percent of the country’s 
gross domestic product, which is what 
countries are committed to, and Ku-
wait has the lowest debt percentage on 
a regional level.

The World Governments Summit 
2025 will kick off Tuesday with the 
participation of a high-level Kuwaiti 
delegation, headed by His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Ab-
dullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and will 
continue until next Thursday.

WGS key

Kuwait public

Kuwait’s wholesale UAE Ambassador to Kuwait Dr. Ma-
tar Al-Neyadi, Kuwait General Consul 
to Dubai and the Northern Emirates 
Khaled Al-Zaabi in addition to other 
diplomats.

This summit, which will continue 
until Thursday, is considered one of 
the most influential international gath-
erings, bringing together leaders and 
global experts from around the world, 
and represents an opportunity to inten-
sify efforts and enhance cooperation in 
facing global challenges.

The Prime Minister came at the invi-
tation of UAE’s Vice President, Prime 
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh 
Mohammad bin Rashid Al-Maktoum.

The Kuwaiti delegation accompany-
ing the Prime Minister included Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Al-Yahya, Finance 
Minister and State Minister for Eco-
nomic and Investment Affairs Noura 
Al-Fassam, and Civil Service Commis-
sion Chairman Dr. Essam Al-Rubaian.

Cabinet Minister and Chairman of 
WGS Foundation, Mohammad Ab-
dullah Al-Gergawi said in a statement 
that the summit, under the directives of 
UAE President Sheikh Mohammad bin 
Zayed Al-Nahyan and his Vice Presi-
dent Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid 
Al-Maktoum, has become a leading 
platform since its launch in 2013.

This year’s summit attracts more 
than 4,000 senior leaders and govern-
ment officials, more than 30 heads of 
state, and more than 400 ministers at-
tending, with the participation of 27 
international organizations.

In a statement to KUNA, Head of 
the Media and Creative Industries De-
partment at the United Arab Emirates 
University, Dr. Ahmad Al-Mansoori 
stated that WGS provides constructive 
dialogue and an exchange of experi-
ences between countries, and raises vi-
tal topics such as artificial intelligence 
(AI), sustainability, public health and 
future education that reflect the chal-
lenges and opportunities facing the 
world today.

British Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Belinda Lewis during a luncheon 
at her residence.
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Trump serious about Canada becoming 51st state in Super Bowl interview

Vance and Musk question authority of courts
as Trump’s agenda faces legal pushback

Kosovo prime minister looking
for allies for new Cabinet

Romanian President
Klaus Iohannis quits

UK touts clampdown on illegal working as it
seeks to look tough on immigration

US offi cials bound for Europe for talks on Ukraine

WASHINGTON, Feb 10, (AP): US 
President Donald Trump said he is se-
rious about wanting Canada to become 
the 51st state in an interview that aired 
Sunday during the Super Bowl pre-
show.

“Yeah it is,” Trump told Fox News 
Channel’s Bret Baier when asked 
whether his talk of annexing Canada 
is “a real thing” - as Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau recently 
warned.

“I think Canada would be much bet-
ter off being the 51st state because we 
lose $200 billion a year with Canada. 
And I’m not going to let that happen,” 
he said. “Why are we paying $200 bil-
lion a year, essentially a subsidy to 
Canada?”

The US is not subsidizing Canada. 
The US buys products from the natu-
ral resource-rich nation, including 
commodities like oil. While the trade 
gap in goods has ballooned in recent 
years to $72 billion in 2023, the defi cit 
largely refl ects America’s imports of 
Canadian energy.

Trump has repeatedly suggested that 
Canada would be better off if it agreed 
to become the 51st US state - a pros-
pect that is deeply unpopular among 
Canadians.

Trudeau said Friday during a closed-

door session with business and labor 
leaders that Trump’s talk of making 
Canada the 51st US state was “a real 
thing” and tied to desire for access to 
the country’s natural resources.

“Mr Trump has it in mind that 
the easiest way to do it is absorb-
ing our country and it is a real thing. 
In my conversations with him on 
...,” Trudeau said, according to CBC, 
Canada’s public broadcaster. “They’re 
very aware of our resources of what we 
have, and they very much want to be 
able to benefi t from those.”

Speaking to reporters aboard Air 
Force One on Sunday as he traveled to 
the Super Bowl game in New Orleans, 
Trump continued to threaten a coun-
try that has long been one of the US’s 
closest allies. He claimed that Canada 
is “not viable as a country” without US 
trade, and warned that the founding 
NATO member can no longer depend 
on the US for military protection.

“You know, they don’t pay very 
much for military. And the reason they 
don’t pay much is they assume that 
we’re going to protect them,” he said. 
“That’s not an assumption they can 
make because - why are we protecting 
another country?”

In the Fox interview, which was pre-
taped this weekend in Florida, Trump 

also said that he has not seen enough 
action from Canada and Mexico to 
stave off the tariffs he has threatened 
to impose on the country’s two largest 
trading partners once a 30-day exten-
sion is up.

“No, it’s not good enough,” he said. 
“Something has to happen. It’s not sus-
tainable. And I’m changing it.”

Trump last week agreed to a 30-day 
pause on his plan to slap Mexico and 
Canada with a 25% tariff on all im-

ports except for Canadian oil, natural 
gas and electricity, which would be 
taxed at 10%, after the countries took 
steps to appease his concerns about 
border security and drug traffi cking.

Aboard Air Force One, Trump said 
that he would on Monday announce a 
25% tariff on all steel and aluminum 
imports into the US, including from 
Canada and Mexico, and unveil a plan 
for reciprocal tariffs later in the week.

“Very simply it’s if they charge us, 
we charge them,” he said.

Trump’s participation in the Super 
Bowl interview marked a return to tra-
dition. Presidents have typically grant-
ed a sit-down to the network broad-
casting the game, the most-watched 
television event of the year. But both 
Trump and his predecessor, Joe Biden, 
were inconsistent in their participation.

Biden declined to participate last 
year - turning down a massive audi-
ence in an election year - and also 
skipped an appearance in 2023, when 
efforts by his team to have Biden speak 
with a Fox Corp. streaming service in-
stead of the main network failed. Dur-
ing his fi rst term, Trump participated 
three out of four years.

Trump was the fi rst sitting president 
to attend the Super Bowl in person - 
something he told Baier he was sur-

prised to learn.
“I thought it would be a good thing 

for the country to have the president at 
the game,” he said.

During his fl ight to New Orleans, 
Trump signed a proclamation declar-
ing Feb. 9 “the fi rst ever Gulf of Amer-
ica Day” as Air Force One fl ew over 
the body of water that he renamed by 
proclamation from the Gulf of Mexico.

Trump in the interview, also de-
fended the work of billionaire Elon 
Musk, whose so-called Department 
of Government Effi ciency, or DOGE, 
has been drawing deep concern from 
Democrats as he moves to shut down 
whole government agencies and fi re 
large swaths of the federal workforce 
in the name of rooting out waste and 
ineffi ciency.

Musk, Trump said, has “been ter-
rifi c,” and will target the Department 
of Education and the military next.

“We’re going to fi nd billions, hun-
dreds of billions of dollars of fraud 
and abuse,” Trump predicted. “I cam-
paigned on this.”

He was also asked about his danc-
ing, which has become a popular 
meme on social media.

“I don’t know what it is,” he said. 
“I try and walk off sometimes without 
dancing and I can’t. I have to dance.”

WASHINGTON, Feb 10, (AP): Top 
Trump administration offi cials are 
openly questioning the judiciary’s au-
thority to serve as a check on executive 
power as the new president’s sweeping 
agenda faces growing pushback from 
the courts.

Over the past 24 hours, offi cials 
ranging from billionaire Elon Musk 
to Vice President JD Vance have not 
only criticized a federal judge’s deci-
sion early Saturday that blocks Musk’s 
Department of Government Effi ciency 
from accessing Treasury Department 
records, but have also attacked the le-
gitimacy of judicial oversight, a funda-
mental pillar of American democracy, 
which is based on the separation of 
powers.

“If a judge tried to tell a general 
how to conduct a military operation, 
that would be illegal. If a judge tried 
to command the attorney general in 
how to use her discretion as a prosecu-
tor, that’s also illegal. Judges aren’t 
allowed to control the executive’s le-
gitimate power,” Vance wrote on X on 

Sunday morning.
That post came hours after Musk 

said overnight that the judge who ruled 
against him should be impeached.

“A corrupt judge protecting cor-
ruption. He needs to be impeached 
NOW!” said Musk, who has been 
tasked by President Donald Trump 
with rooting out waste across the fed-
eral government.

Musk also shared a post from a user 
who had suggested that the Trump 
administration openly defy the court 
order.

“I don’t like the precedent it sets 
when you defy a judicial ruling, but 
I’m just wondering what other options 
are these judges leaving us,” the per-
son had written, in part.

The court order against Musk barred 
his team temporarily from accessing a 
Treasury system that contains sensitive 
personal data, such as Social Security 
and bank account numbers for millions 
of Americans. Musk and his team say 
they are simply rooting through gov-
ernment systems to identify waste and 

abuse at the direction of the Republi-
can president.

Deputy White House chief of staff 
Stephen Miller called the ruling “an 
assault on the very idea of democracy 
itself.”

“What we continue to see here is 
the idea that rogue bureaucrats who 
are elected by no one, who answer to 
no one, who have lifetime tenure jobs, 
who we would be told can never be 
fi red, which, of course, is not true, 
that the power has been cemented 
and accumulated for years, whether 
it be with the Treasury bureaucrats 
or the FBI bureaucrats or the CIA bu-
reaucrats or the USAID bureaucrats, 
with this unelected shadow force that 
is running our government and run-
ning our country,” Miller said on Fox 
News Channel’s “Sunday Morning 
Futures.”

The pushback comes as the admin-
istration’s efforts to dismantle gov-
ernment agencies and eliminate large 
swaths of the federal workforce are be-
ing held up by the courts. 

PRISTINA, Kosovo, Feb 10, 
(AP): Kosovo Prime Minister Al-
bin Kurti’s leftwing party won 
most seats in the weekend parlia-
mentary election but was left with-
out a majority in the house, forc-
ing it to look for an ally to form 
the next government, according to 
preliminary results released Mon-
day.

The vote 
on Sunday 
was key in 
determining 
who will 
lead Koso-
vo as talks 
on normal-
izing ties 
with rival 
Serbia re-
main stalled 
and foreign 
funding for one of Europe’s poor-
est countries is in question.

The election marked the fi rst 
time since independence in 2008 
that Kosovo’s parliament com-
pleted a full four-year mandate. It 
was the ninth parliamentary vote 
in Kosovo since the end of the 
1998-1999 war between Serbian 

government forces and ethnic Al-
banian separatists that pushed Ser-
bian forces out following a 78-day 
NATO air campaign.

Serbia does not recognize Ko-
sovo’s independence.

With 88% of the votes counted, 
Kurti’s Self-Determination Move-
ment Party, or Vetevendosje!, 
had won 41.3%, according to the 
Central Election Commission, the 
election governing body.

The Democratic Party of Ko-
sovo, or PDK, whose main lead-
ers are detained at a Netherlands-
based international criminal 
tribunal in The Hague and accused 
of war crimes, won 21.8% of the 
vote.

Next, with 17.8% support is the 
Democratic League of Kosovo, or 
LDK, the oldest party in the coun-
try. The LDK lost much of its sup-
port after the death in 2006 of its 
leader, Ibrahim Rugova. The Al-
liance for Kosovo’s Future of for-
mer Prime Minister Ramush Hara-
dinaj garnered 7.7% of the votes.

Still, Kurti was upbeat, though 
his remarks gave nothing away 
about who he plans to ask to join 
his coalition government.

BUCHAREST, Romania, Feb 10, 
(AP): Romanian President Klaus Io-
hannis announced his resignation on 
Monday following mounting pressure 
from populist opposition groups, two 
months after a top court annulled a 
presidential election in the European 
Union country.

“To spare Romania from this crisis, 
I am resigning as president of Roma-
nia,” he said in an emotional address 
on Monday, adding that he will leave 
offi ce on Feb. 12.

LONDON, Feb 10, (AP): The British 
government on Monday touted its suc-
cess in raiding businesses that employ 
unauthorized workers and deporting 
thousands of migrants with no right to 
stay in the UK

What’s billed as a “blitz on illegal 
working” is part of a pledge by the 
center-left Labour government to re-
duce immigration -- a priority for many 
voters -- and stop the growing popular-
ity of the hard-right party Reform UK.

But for migrants groups, and some 
Labour Party members, the images un-
comfortably recall a previous Conserva-
tive government’s pledge to make Brit-
ain a “hostile environment” for illegal 
migration. That led to thousands of long-
term legal residents being denied hous-
ing, jobs or medical treatment because 
they could not prove their status. Dozens 
were detained or deported to countries 
they had not visited for decades.

The government said Monday that 
immigration enforcement teams have 
carried out more than 5,000 raids since 
Labour was elected in July on busi-
nesses including nail bars, conveni-
ence stores, vape shops, restaurants 
and car washes, and made almost 4,000 
arrests. The fi gures are signifi cantly 
higher than the previous year, when 
the Conservatives were in power.

Britain also has deported more than 
16,000 people in the same period. The 
government plans to release video 
footage of migrants being deported 
later Monday in a PR move that has 
been criticized as crass and insensitive.

Home Offi ce Minister Angela Eagle 
defended the government’s tough ap-

proach.
“We have to have a system where 

the rules are respected and enforced,” 
she told the BBC. “It’s important that 
we show what we are doing and it’s 
important that we send messages to 
people who may have been sold lies 
about what will await them in the UK 
if they get themselves smuggled in.”

The government says the perception 
that it’s easy to fi nd work in Britain 
is a “dangerous draw” for migrants 
who try to cross the English Channel 
on small boats. Authorities in the UK 

and France have struggled for years to 
stop the dangerous crossings, which 
brought more than 38,000 people to 
Britain in 2024. More than 70 people 
perished in the attempts.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer has said 
the crime gangs are a threat to global se-
curity and should be treated like terror 
networks. The Border Security, Asylum 
and Immigration Bill, which faces a key 
vote in Parliament on Monday, contains 
new powers including the ability to 
seize suspected traffi ckers’ phones be-
fore they are arrested.

WASHINGTON, Feb 10, (AP): US 
President Donald Trump’s national 
security adviser said Sunday that top 
administration offi cials will meet with 
European offi cials this week about how 
to end the war in Ukraine, nearly three 
years after Russia launched an all-out 
invasion.

Less than a day earlier, the New York 
Post reported that Trump had a phone 
call with Russian leader Vladimir Pu-
tin to discuss steps toward a negotiated 
solution. Speaking to reporters aboard 
Air Force One as he fl ew to the Super 
Bowl in New Orleans, Trump declined 
to discuss his reported phone conversa-
tion with Putin.

“I don’t want to do that. We’re try-
ing to end that war. It’s a war that 
would have never happened if I were 
president, it would have never hap-
pened, but we’re making progress. But 
I can’t tell you,” he said.

Asked to clarify whether his conver-
sations with Putin took place before he 
took offi ce or after, Trump said, “I’ve 
had it. Let’s just say I’ve had it. And 
I expect to have many more conversa-
tions. We have to get that war ended. 
It’s going to end.”

There was no immediate confi rma-
tion of the call by the Kremlin.

In a television interview, National 
Security Advisor Mike Waltz said the 
Russian economy is not doing well and 
that Trump “is prepared to tax, to tariff, 
to sanction” Moscow to get Putin to the 
negotiating table. Waltz also under-
scored that the Trump administration 

is looking to use this week’s engage-
ments to begin talks on clawing back 
some of the United States’ assistance to 
Ukraine. He said European allies will 
also need to take a greater role in sup-
porting Ukraine going forward.

“We need to recoup those costs and 
that is going to be a partnership with 
the Ukrainians in terms of their natural 
resources and their oil and gas and also 
buying ours,” Waltz said in an appear-
ance on NBC’s Meet the Press. “Those 
conversations are going to happen this 
week. And I think an underlying prin-
ciple here is that the Europeans have to 
own this confl ict going forward. Presi-
dent Trump is going to end it. And then 
in terms of security guarantees, that is 
squarely going to be with the Europe-
ans.’’

Vice President JD Vance will be in 
Paris on Monday for an artifi cial intel-
ligence summit that’s gathering gov-
ernment offi cials and will head later in 
the week to the Munich Security Con-
ference, where Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy will lead the 
battle-weary country’s delegation. Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio, Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth and Trump’s 
special envoy on Ukraine and Russia, 
Keith Kellogg, will also be in Munich.

‘US is not subsidizing Canada’

US President Donald Trump, (from right), speaks to reporters accompanied 
by Interior Secretary Doug Burgum and Burgum’s wife Kathryn Burgum, 
aboard Air Force One where Trump signed a proclamation declaring Feb. 
9 Gulf of America Day, as he travels from West Palm Beach, Fla. to New 

Orleans on Feb 9. (AP)

People thought to be migrants who undertook the crossing from France in 
small boats and were picked up in the Channel, arrive to be disembarked 
from a small transfer boat which ferried them from a larger British border 
force vessel that didn’t come into the port, in Dover, south east England on 

June 17, 2022. (AP)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy poses for a selfi e with a 
police offi cer after attending a fl ag-
raising ceremony in the city of Izium, 

Ukraine, on Sept 14, 2022. (AP)

Ohio Gov Mike DeWine, (left), looks on as Vice President JD Vance speaks at the East Palestine Fire Department 
as he visits East Palestine, Ohio on Feb 3. (AP)

Serbian protesters block key bridge and roads
Striking university students in Ser-
bia blocked a bridge in Belgrade 
as well as roads throughout the 
Balkan country on Sunday to mark 
100 days since the collapse of a 
concrete canopy at a train station 
which killed 15 people.

Many residents joined the stu-

dents for a 7-hour blockade of 
the the Gazela, or Gazelle, bridge 
over the Sava River in the Serbian 
capital. Simultaneously, a three-
hour blockade of key roads started 
in Novi Sad, while students in Nis 
blocked a highway pay toll station 
at the entrance of the southern 

city.
The blockades are part of a cam-

paign of protests led by striking uni-
versity students who are demand-
ing justice over the Nov. 1 disaster 
at a train station in Novi Sad, which 
critics have blamed on government 
corruption. (AP)

People participate in a 7-hour long blockade of a highway in Belgrade, Serbia on Feb 9, 2025, to protest the Nov 1 
collapse of a concrete canopy at the central train station in Novi Sad, that killed 15 people. (AP)

European Council President Antonio 
Costa, (left), greets Romania’s Presi-
dent Klaus Werner Iohannis as he ar-
rives for an EU summit at the Egmont 

Palace in Brussels on Feb 3. (AP)

Kurti
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‘Visit by Cook Islands PM isn’t
meant to antagonize others’

BEIJING, Feb 10, (AP): China 
insisted on Monday that a visit 
this week by the prime minister of 
the Cook Islands to Beijing is not 
meant to conspire against anyone 
in the South Pacifi c, despite the 
trip stirring up a diplomatic spat 
between the tiny nation and its 
chief bene-
factor, New 
Zealand.

The visit 
appears to 
be part of 
China’s cam-
paign to woo 
tiny island 
nations in 
the South Pa-
cifi c, where 
Beijing has 
been using its economic weight 
and diplomatic heft in what critics 
say is a push to reduce the infl u-
ence of the United States and its 
allies and give itself access to min-
eral resources, fi sheries and global 
stature.

“The relationship between Chi-
na and the Cook Islands is not di-
rected against any third party and 
should not be subject to or disrupt-
ed by any third party,” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Guo Jiakun said Monday.

New Zealand’s Foreign Minister 
Winston Peters said he had repeated 

in a phone call to Cook Islands Prime 
Minister Mark Brown that he should 
discuss with New Zealand the con-
tents of the so-called Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership and other 
agreements that Brown intends to 
sign in China.

“This lack of consultation is a 
matter of signifi cant concern to 
the New Zealand government,” 
Peters’ offi ce said in a statement 
Sunday.

The Cook Islands, a collection of 
15 small islands with a population of 
15,000 but a large exclusive econom-
ic zone, has been self-governing in 
free association with New Zealand, 
its largest source of aid. The almost 
60-year-old arrangement allows 
Cook Islanders to hold New Zealand 
citizenship and passports and to work 
and live in New Zealand.

Brown has said that New Zea-
land has been advised that the deal 
with China does not touch on secu-
rity but that New Zealand does not 
have to review the exact wording 
of any documents.

He has said his state visit to Bei-
jing, starting this weekend, would 
focus on renewable energy and 
agriculture but that it would also 
touch on maritime issues and ship-
ping and seabed minerals develop-
ment, areas New Zealand, Austra-
lia, the US and others have been 
particularly concerned about.

‘Ensure your emergency kit is complete’

Tropical cyclone warning issued for residents of NW Australia
SYDNEY, Feb 10, (Xinhua): Resi-
dents of northwest Australia have been 
told to prepare for a tropical cyclone 
likely to form within days.

The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) 
on Monday said that a tropical low 
system off the north coast of Western 
Australia (WA) in the Indian Ocean 
has a “high chance” of reaching tropi-
cal cyclone strength within 48 hours.

A tropical cyclone warning has been 
put in place for towns along a 650-km 
stretch of coast in WA’s Kimberley 
region, including the town of Broome 
with a population of about 15,000.

The BoM said that damaging wind 
gusts of up to 100 km per hour could 
develop in the region on Tuesday. It 
warned residents to expect localized 
heavy rainfall and abnormally high 
tides.

It said the system may reach cate-
gory 3 severe tropical cyclone strength 
by late Tuesday or Wednesday. A 
fl ood watch warning has been put in 
place for catchments in the northern 
part of the Kimberley region.

“Although there is no immediate 
danger you need to start preparing 
for dangerous weather and keep up to 
date,” the WA Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services said in a post on 
social media.

“Ensure your emergency kit is com-
plete and check your family knows 
what to do. Your emergency kit should 
include canned food and water to last 
fi ve to seven days, a fi rst aid kit, medi-

cation, cash and a battery-operated 
radio and spare batteries to listen to 
warnings,” the department said.

It urged people in the area to secure 
vehicles, boats, gas bottles, rainwater 
tanks and other loose material around 
their homes. 

Meanwhile, a man has been criti-
cally injured in a brawl involving up 
to 40 armed people in western Sydney.

Police in the state of New South Wales 
(NSW) said on Monday that offi cers 
were called to reports of a brawl “involv-

ing between 30 and 40 people armed with 
knives, machetes and baseball bats” at a 
public park 18 km west of central Sydney 
at about 5:40 p.m. on Sunday.

Offi cers arrived at the scene in the 
suburb of South Granville, causing the 
group to disperse on foot and in cars.

“Police located a 28-year-old man 
with serious head injuries,” a NSW 
Police statement said.

Ambulance crews were sent to the 
scene and treated the man before tak-
ing him to a local hospital in a critical 

condition.
Shortly after, police arrested a 

29-year-old man in a nearby street. 
He was taken to a police station and 
charged with affray and carrying a 
knife in a public place.

In another development, Australian 
police have seized more than 40 kg of 
cocaine found in refrigerated contain-
ers imported into Sydney.

The Australian Federal Police (AFP) 
and Australian Border Force (ABF) 
said on Monday that about 41 kg of co-
caine was found in the containers that 
arrived at Sydney’s Port Botany from 
Chile and Belgium in January.

They said that offi cers have observed a 
recent drug import trend where cocaine is 
hidden by criminal syndicates in refriger-
ated containers used by legitimate busi-
nesses to import goods.

Once the container has arrived in 
Sydney, local members of the syndi-
cates attempt to break into the docks 
or other storage areas to recover the 
drugs.

The AFP and ABF said in a joint 
statement that there has been a sig-
nifi cant increase in the use of the tactic 
since April 2023 and that they are now 
actively targeting refrigerated contain-
ers arriving in Sydney.

They said that more than one tonne 
of cocaine has been seized in total 
from the containers since 2023, as well 
as tracking devices used by organized 
crime gangs to monitor and identify 
the containers.

Choi urges security posture against Pyongyang threats

South Korea and US troops hold live-fire drills near border with North Korea
TOKYO, Feb 10, (Agencies): South 
Korea and US troops have been stag-
ing a large-scale combined live-fi re 
exercise at a fi ring range near the 
inter-Korean border to enhance their 
joint operational capabilities, Seoul’s 
Air Force said Monday, said Yonhap 
News Agency.

The three-week exercise began last 
Monday at a complex in Pocheon, 
about 30 km south of the Demilitarized 
Zone separating the two Koreas, mobi-
lizing some 2,000 troops and over 150 
pieces of military hardware, according 
to the Army.

Troops of the allies have formed 
combined units to stage various drills, 
involving such as South Korean K1A2 
tanks, US Stryker combat vehicles, 
Apache attack helicopters and A-10 at-
tack aircraft, it said.

The drills are designed to strengthen 
the allies’ combined operational ca-
pabilities and help the US military’s 
rotational Stryker unit adjust to condi-
tions on the Korean Peninsula after its 
arrival in South Korea last October, the 
report said.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
has accused the US of standing behind 
the world’s disputes, reaffi rming the 
country’s policy to further develop its 
nuclear forces, the state-run Korean 
Central News Agency reported Sun-

day.
Kim made the remarks during his 

visit to the Ministry of National De-
fense the previous day in celebration 
of the 77th anniversary of the found-
ing of its armed forces, the Korean 
People’s Army.

Kim also claimed that US nuclear 
strategic assets deployed on the Ko-
rean Peninsula, the US-led nuclear 
war simulation exercises and the US-
Japan-South Korea military coopera-
tion are “inviting military imbalance” 
on the peninsula and in Northeast Asia, 
causing “a new confl icting structure” 
and posing a grave challenge to North 
Korea.

Amid stalled diplomacy with the US 
and South Korea in recent years, Kim 
has focused on enlarging and modern-
izing his arsenal of nuclear weapons. 
In response, the United States and 
South Korea have expanded their bi-
lateral military exercises and trilateral 
training involving Japan. North Korea 
has lashed out at those drills, calling 
them rehearsals to invade the country.

Since his Jan. 20 inauguration, 
Trump has said he would reach out to 
Kim again as he boasted of his high-
stakes summit with him during his fi rst 
term.

During a joint news conference 
with Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru 

Ishiba on Friday, Trump said that “We 
will have relations with North Korea, 
with Kim Jong Un. I got along with 
him very well, as you know. I think I 
stopped the war.”

North Korea hasn’t directly re-
sponded to Trump’s recent overture, 
as it continues weapons testing activi-

ties and hostile rhetoric against the US. 
Many experts say Kim is now preoccu-
pied with his dispatch of troops to Rus-
sia to support its war efforts against 
Ukraine. They say Kim would still 
eventually consider returning to diplo-
macy with Trump if he determines he 
would fail to maintain the current solid 

cooperation with Russia after the war 
ends.

Meanwhile, South Korea’s Acting 
President Choi Sang-mok on Monday 
called for coordinated efforts from all 
government agencies, including the 
military and police, to ensure security 
against North Korean threats, Yonhap 
News Agency reported.

Choi also called for joint efforts 
by the public and private sectors in 
an annual central integrated defense 
council meeting, highlighting the need 
for unity in response to North Korean 
provocations.

The meeting was attended by some 
150 offi cials, including the defense 
minister, acting police chief, fi re chief 
and civilian experts.

“In these grave security conditions, 
we must stand together as one team 
to establish a comprehensive security 
posture that protects the daily lives and 
safety of our people from North Ko-
rea’s various provocations,” Choi was 
quoted as saying.

He cited recent threats, including 
short-range ballistic missile and cruise 
missile launches, balloons carrying 
trash, along with Pyongyang’s dis-
patch of soldiers to support Russia’s 
war in Ukraine.

Choi, who assumed interim leader-
ship while serving as fi nance minister, 

stressed that national security is direct-
ly tied to the economy.

“Strong security is the foundation 
for economic growth and the public 
livelihood,” he said. 

In another development, one worker 
was killed and the other was injured on 
Monday in South Korea’s oil storage 
tank explosion, according to Yonhap 
news agency.

The explosion occurred at about 
11:15 am local time (0215 GMT) at a 
factory in Ulsan, some 300 km south-
east of the capital Seoul.

One of the two workers in their 30s 
at the scene was taken to a hospital un-
conscious to undergo surgery, but died 
later in the day.

The other suffered a serious injury 
that was not life-threatening.

The two victims were believed to be 
caught in the explosion while opening 
a hatch on top of the tank and checking 
the amount of petrochemicals inside.

The fi re authorities mobilized about 
230 fi refi ghters and 44 equipment, in-
cluding fi re trucks, to put out the fi re 
that broke out after the explosion.

There were four to fi ve other tanks 
containing lubricants, biodiesel and 
others around the tank where the ex-
plosion and fi re broke out.

The fi re was completely extin-
guished some three hours later.

Federal court grants request to block detained 
Venezuelan immigrants from being sent to Gitmo

3 key areas to end conflict identified

Ecuador’s conservative incumbent and leftist
lawyer advance to presidential runoff

South Sudan parties adjourn talks in Kenya

ALBUQUERQUE, NM, Feb 10, (AP): 
A federal court on Sunday blocked the 
Trump administration from sending 
three Venezuelan immigrants held in 
New Mexico to Guantanamo Bay Na-
val Base in Cuba as part of the presi-
dent’s immigration crackdown.

In a legal fi ling earlier in the day, 
lawyers for the men said the detainees 
“fi t the profi le of those the adminis-
tration has prioritized for detention in 
Guantanamo, i.e. Venezuelan men de-
tained in the El Paso area with (false) 
charges of connections with the Tren 

de Aragua gang.”
It asked a US District Court in New 

Mexico for a temporary restraining or-
der blocking their transfer, adding that 
“the mere uncertainty the government 
has created surrounding the availabil-
ity of legal process and counsel access 
is suffi cient to authorize the modest 
injunction.”

During a brief hearing, Judge Ken-
neth J. Gonzales granted the temporary 
order, which was opposed by the gov-
ernment, said Jessica Vosburgh, an at-
torney for the three men.

“It’s short term. This will get revisit-
ed and further fl eshed out in the weeks 
to come,” Vosburgh told The Associ-
ated Press.

A message seeking comment was 
left for US Customs and Immigration 
Enforcement.

The fi ling came as part of a lawsuit 
on behalf of the three men fi led by the 
Center for Constitutional Rights, the 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
New Mexico, and Las Americas Im-
migrant Advisory Center.

The Tren de Aragua gang origi-
nated in a lawless prison in the 
central Venezuelan state of Aragua 
more than a decade ago and has ex-
panded in recent years as millions of 
desperate Venezuelans fled Presi-
dent President Nicolás Maduro ‘s 
rule and migrated to other parts of 
Latin America or the US.

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi 
Noem said last week that fl ights of 
detainees had landed at Guantanamo. 
Immigrant rights groups sent a letter 
Friday demanding access to people 
who have been sent there, saying the 
base should not be used as a “legal 
black hole.”

White House Press Secretary Karo-
line Leavitt said Wednesday that more 
than 8,000 people have been arrested 
in immigration enforcement actions 
since Trump’s Jan. 20 inauguration.

Trump has vowed to deport millions 
of the estimated 11.7 million people in 
the US illegally.

NAIROBI, Feb 10, (Xinhua): Talks 
between South Sudan’s Transitional 
Government of National Unity and 
holdout opposition groups adjourned 
Saturday in the Kenyan capital of Nai-
robi, after making some progress that 
could usher in a new dispensation in 
the country, Chief Mediator Lazarus 
Sumbeiywo has said.

The adjournment of the talks came at 
a time when South Sudan is confront-
ing signifi cant challenges, including 9 
million people requiring humanitarian 
aid, 7.5 million experiencing food in-
security and an infl ux of over 1 million 
returnees and refugees fl eeing violence 
in neighbouring Sudan.

There are three priority areas of 
critical importance necessary to end-
ing the perpetual transition in South 
Sudan, Sumbeiywo said.

The unifi cation of forces and se-
curity sector reforms, the permanent 

constitution-making process, and 
the holding of free, fair, credible and 
transparent elections are the three key 
points that could help end confl ict in 
the country, he said.

“Given the acute human insecu-
rity and humanitarian crisis in South 
Sudan, the mediation believes that 
actions must be taken for there to be 
effective mechanisms of implementa-
tion,” Sumbeiywo said in a communi-
que issued in Nairobi.

Dubbed Tumaini, meaning hope in 
Swahili, the peace talks between South 
Sudan’s transitional government and 
opposition groups have been ongoing in 
Nairobi since last year but have some-
times been postponed to allow for further 
consultations among the parties involved.

During the latest round of talks, 
Sumbeiywo said, the root causes of the 
confl ict were extensively deliberated 
through a joint technical committee.

GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador, Feb 10, 
(AP): Ecuador will choose its next 
president in a runoff election after con-
servative incumbent Daniel Noboa and 
leftist lawyer Luisa González garnered 
enough votes Sunday to beat 14 other 
candidates.

The contest, set for April 13, will 
be a repeat of the October 2023 snap 
election that earned Noboa a 16-month 
presidency.

Noboa and González are now vying 
for a full four-year term, promising 
voters to reduce the widespread crimi-
nal activity that upended their lives 

four years ago.
The spike in violence across the 

South American country is tied to 
the traffi cking of cocaine produced in 
neighboring Colombia and Peru. So 
many voters have become crime vic-
tims that their personal and collective 
losses were a determining factor in de-
ciding whether a third president in four 
years could turn Ecuador around or if 
Noboa deserved more time in offi ce.

Noboa, an heir to a fortune built 
on the banana trade, and González, 
the protégée of Ecuador’s most in-
fluential president this century, were 

the clear front-runners ahead of the 
election.

Figures released by Ecuador’s Na-
tional Electoral Council showed that 
with 80% of ballots tallied, Noboa re-
ceived more than 3.71 million votes, or 
44.43%, while González earned over 
3.69 million votes, or 44.17%. The 14 
other candidates in the race were far 
behind them.

Voting is mandatory in Ecuador. 
Ecuador’s National Electoral Council 
reported that more than 83% of the 
roughly 13.7 million eligible voters 
cast ballots.

In this April 17, 2019, photo, reviewed by US military officials, the control 
tower is seen through the razor wire inside the Camp VI detention facility in 

Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba. (AP)

A soldier and voters listen to the national anthem at a voting station in Quito, Ecuador, as polls open for the presi-
dential elections on Feb 9. (AP)

CM of Manipur resigns: Chief Min-
ister of India’s Manipur state N. Biren 
Singh resigned on Sunday, almost two 
years after deadly ethnic violence broke 
out in the northeastern state.

Singh, a member of India’s main 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, ten-
dered his resignation to the governor 
of Manipur.

Insiders say he resigned from his 
post to quell dissidence within his 
party and to avert the possibility of a 

no-confidence 
motion against 
him by the 
Congress-led 
opposition in 
the state assem-
bly.

The legisla-
tive assembly 
session was 
scheduled to 
begin in Mani-

pur on Monday. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

5 terrorists killed in Pakistan: 
Five terrorists were killed during an op-
eration in Pakistan’s northwest Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, the counter-
terrorism department (CTD) of police 
said on Monday. The CTD personnel 
conducted an intelligence-based opera-
tion in Karak district of the province on 
the reported presence of terrorists in the 
area, CTD officials told the media.

The killed terrorist belonged to Teh-
reek-e-Taliban pakistan, said the CTD, 
adding that the security forces have in-
tensified their efforts against terrorism in 
the region, with operations continuing to 
ensure peace and stability. (Xinhua)

Subcontinent

Sudanese refugees arrive in Acre, 
Chad on Oct 6, 2024. (AP)

South Korean army K1A2 tanks move during a combined live fire drill with 
the United States at Rodriguez Live Fire Complex in Pocheon, South Korea 

on Feb 10. (AP)

This photo taken on Feb 4, 2025 shows the Opera House lit up in red to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year in Sydney, Australia. (Xinhua)
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Boursa Kuwait closes higher
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Boursa Kuwait ended 
Monday’s trading session on a positive note, 
with the general index rising 25.09 points, or 
0.32%, to close at 7,944.18 points. The mar-
ket witnessed signifi cant trading activity, with 
788.8 million shares exchanged through 25,896 

transactions, amounting to a total value of KD 
194.6 million (approximately USD 599.3 mil-
lion).

The Premier Market Index led the gains, climb-
ing 34.18 points, or 0.41%, to settle at 8,469.75 
points. 

Bank empowers national talent with digital and IT skills program

NBK-CODED program boosts digital skills of Kuwaiti youth
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: National 
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) recognizes the 
vital role of enhancing the digital capa-
bilities of local talent. In alignment with 
this vision, the Bank has introduced the 
NBK-CODED Full Stack Developer 
Program. This initiative, in partnership 
with CODED Academy, seeks to em-
power young professionals by provid-
ing them with advanced technical skills, 
deepening their expertise in program-
ming and technology, and contributing 
to the ongoing digital transformation 
within the banking sector.

The program will take place at NBK’s 
headquarters over 14 weeks, during 
which participants will undergo rigor-
ous training designed for swift progress 
and maximum effectiveness. It will pro-
vide young professionals with in-depth 
knowledge of advanced programming 
languages and techniques, equipping 
them with the skills to apply these tech-
niques in real-world business contexts 
and enhance operational delivery. 

The program is structured in two phas-
es to ensure a comprehensive and effec-
tive learning experience. The fi rst phase 
serves as both a selection and foundation 
stage, assessing participants’ technical 
abilities and commitment to excel in the 
program. The second phase delves into 
advanced integrated programming lan-
guages and techniques, providing train-
ees with the practical knowledge and 
skills needed to apply their expertise in 
real-world business scenarios.

Furthermore, the program is an in-
novative initiative refl ecting the Bank’s 
commitment to supporting digital trans-
formation and addressing the market’s 
increasing demand for technical exper-
tise. It aims to create a dynamic learning 
environment that combines educational 
courses, workshops, and specialized 
training sessions led by industry ex-
perts in programming and information 
technology. This comprehensive ap-
proach is designed to enhance the skills 
and capabilities of the workforce, while 
empowering young national talent and 
fostering professional development in 
key technological fi elds.

As a frontrunner in the digital transfor-
mation journey, NBK is dedicated to sup-
porting the country’s strategic agenda by 
developing national talent and equipping 
them with essential technical skills. This 
commitment is particularly crucial as the 
reliance on digital technology continues 
to grow across various sectors. 

Refl ecting on the event, Mr. Moham-
med Al-Kharafi , COO – Head of Group 
Operations and Information Technology 
at NBK stated: “We understand the criti-
cal importance of advancing the digital 
society by enhancing the skills of nation-

al talent and increasing their expertise in 
science and technology. This initiative 
plays a pivotal role in fostering a dynam-
ic digital workforce and encouraging 
engagement with content and events that 
drive continuous innovation. Moreover, 
we recognize that investing in the devel-
opment of young talent will create a dis-
tinguished generation equipped to face 
future challenges, lead Kuwait’s digital 
transformation, and stay ahead of the 
latest developments in digitization and 
information technology.”

“We are committed to staying at the 
forefront of technological advance-
ments and embracing innovation to 
shape a successful digital future. This 
commitment drives us to consistently 
launch training programs and initia-
tives designed to foster creativity and 
enhance specialized skills, including 
programming languages, data analysis, 
coding, and other critical competen-
cies,” Al-Kharafi  added.

He underscored the pivotal role this 
program will play in boosting digital 
literacy, equipping participants with the 
latest technological insights and tools. 
He further emphasized that the ini-
tiative is fully aligned with the bank’s 
forward-thinking vision, specifi cally 
tailored to meet the dynamic demands 
of the digital era. This program not only 
underscores the bank’s dedication to 
fostering innovation, but also highlights 
its ongoing commitment to cultivating 
and empowering national talent. 

In the meantime, Mr. Emad Al-
Ablani. General Manager - Head of 
Group Human Resources commented: 
“NBK remains steadfast in its com-
mitment to social responsibility toward 

Kuwaiti youth, providing comprehen-
sive support to develop their skills and 
empower them to enter the competitive 
labor market with confi dence. The bank 
continuously introduces training initia-
tives, workshops, and educational pro-
grams designed to foster creativity and 
innovation while keeping pace with the 
rapid technological advancements in 
the banking industry”.

“We are committed to developing 
a generation of highly skilled national 
talent equipped to drive economic 
growth in Kuwait and introduce in-
novative solutions within the banking 
industry. These programs play a vital 
role in preparing national professionals 
by equipping them with the knowledge 
and expertise needed to navigate and 
adapt to the fast-evolving technological 
landscape,” he emphasized.

Al-Ablani further highlighted that 
NBK remains committed to making a 

lasting social impact through its con-
tributions to various programs and 
initiatives designed to cultivate highly 
skilled national talent. He highlighted 
that Kuwaiti youth possess immense 
potential and capabilities that, when 
properly guided, can be effectively har-
nessed to support the nation’s sustain-
able development journey.

NBK plays a key and proactive role 
in shaping the future of Kuwait’s youth, 
harnessing their energy and potential to 
contribute to sustainable development. 
The bank places great emphasis on pro-
grams and initiatives that equip young 
people with the essential knowledge 
and skills needed to foster the well-
being and prosperity of both individu-
als and society in Kuwait. By providing 
the right guidance, NBK ensures that 
the next generation is well-prepared to 
make meaningful contributions to Ku-
wait’s growth and development.

Mohammed Al-Kharafi , Emad Al-Ablani, and offi cials from the National Bank of Kuwait and Coded Academy with 
the program’s trainees.

Al-Kharafi :
■ The program under-

scores NBK’s forward-
looking vision and com-
mitment to meeting the 
evolving demands of the 
digital age

■ The initiative aims to 
cultivate a generation 
equipped to tackle future 
challenges and drive Ku-
wait’s digital transforma-
tion

Al-Ablani:
■ NBK is committed to 

launching training initia-
tives that foster creativity 
and innovation among 
young people

■ Kuwaiti youth possess 
immense potential and 
capabilities that, with 
proper guidance, can be 
effectively channeled to 
support sustainable de-
velopment

5G SA POC surpasses 1.3 gbps

Zain Kuwait and Parallel Wireless 
showcase future of 5G networks
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Zain, Ku-
wait’s leading technology innovator, 
and Parallel Wireless®, the leading 
provider of Open RAN hardware-
agnostic solutions, have successfully 
completed a groundbreaking 5G Stan-
dalone (SA) Proof of Concept (POC). 
The step reinforces Zain’s unwaver-
ing commitment to driving techno-
logical innovation and solidifying Ku-
wait’s standing as a global ICT leader.

Focused on Fixed Wireless Ac-
cess (FWA), this POC demonstrated 
download speeds exceeding 1.3 Gbps 
– surpassing Zain’s rigorous perfor-
mance benchmark and establishing 
one of the highest achievements for 
Open RAN technology to date.

This POC represents a major step 
forward in the evolution of Open 
RAN technology, proving its ability 
to meet and exceed operator expec-
tations for performance, reliability, 
and scalability. The success of this 
POC not only validates the maturity 
of Open RAN but also highlights its 
readiness to compete with traditional 
RAN solutions in delivering next-
generation network performance.

Daaij Al-Oud, Zain Kuwait Chief 
Technology Offi cer, said: “We’re 
thrilled to achieve this milestone, 
which refl ects Zain’s continuous lead-
ership in technological innovation, 
contributing to strengthening Ku-
wait’s position in the ICT sector – not 
only at the local and regional levels 
but also on the global stage.”

He added: “This step embodies our 
proactive efforts in adopting the lat-
est advanced solutions that drive the 
transformation of our technical infra-
structure in preparation for the next 
generation of 5G networks. By reach-
ing over 1.3 Gbps in download speeds 
for 5G SA, Zain achieves yet another 
impressive milestone that reaffi rms 
our leadership position in the Kuwaiti 
market.”

Al-Oud continued: “We are excited 
about the potential of Open RAN to 
transform the future of 5G networks. 
In addition,saving more than 35% of 
power consumption supports Zain’s 
sustainability strategy and contributes 
towards our net-zero goal by 2050” 

Bassem A. Jalil, Vice Chairman 
and CEO of METCO, said: “The 
company’s expert team provided crit-
ical on-ground support, enabling the 
seamless execution of the trial and al-

lowing Parallel Wireless to showcase 
its innovative Open RAN technology. 
This milestone reinforces METCO’s 
commitment to driving innovation 
and delivering next-generation con-
nectivity solutions across the region.” 

“Committed to accelerating its 
drive for innovation and embracing 
Open RAN, Zain joins a growing 
community of networks striving to 
deliver secure connectivity and op-
timize TCO without compromising 
user experience,” said Steve Papa, 
CEO and Founder of Parallel Wire-
less. “This proof of concept demon-
strates our leadership in hardware-
agnostic design and highlights the 
real-world potential of Open RAN as 
a platform for innovation.”

Parallel Wireless showcased its 
GreenRAN™ hardware-agnostic 
technology during the trial. By lev-
eraging AMD EPYC™ CPUs, the 
trial achieved more than 35% energy 
savings, compared to legacy bench-
marks; demonstrating how open hard-
ware platforms can deliver both high 
performance and improved effi ciency. 

The POC also demonstrated seam-
less operation across two Kubernetes 
platforms – SUSE and AWS – high-
lighting deployment fl exibility and in-
teroperability. Additionally, the trial 
validated CU-DU separation based 
on ORAN Split Option 2, enhancing 
network scalability and operational 
effi ciency.

METCO played a pivotal role in the 
successful execution of this ground-
breaking POC with Zain. From initi-
ating discussions to overseeing pro-
ject management, METCO ensured 
smooth collaboration throughout the 
process.

Zain Kuwait CTO, Daaij Al-Oud.

Bank recommends 6% bonus share distribution

Warba Bank announces KD 22.4 million net profi t for 2024
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Warba Bank 
announced today its fi nancial results for 
the year ending December 31, 2024, re-
porting a net profi t of KD 22.4 million, 
refl ecting a 13.9% increase compared 
from to the previous year. This translates 
to Earnings per share (EPS) stood at of 
8.85 fi ls as of 31 December 2024, repre-
senting aa16.4%increase from the prior 
year growth year-over-year. The Board of 
Directors has recommended a 6% bonus 
share distribution to shareholders regis-
tered in the bank’s records at the General 
Assembly. This recommendation is sub-
ject to the approval of the General Assem-
bly and regulatory authorities.

These results underscore the success 
of the bank’s prudent strategy and its in-
novative approach to delivering advanced 
banking services and products, which 
align with the aspirations of its customers 
and shareholders. The strong performance 
also highlights the bank’s commitment 
to expanding its business and solidifying 
its position as a leading Islamic fi nancial 
institution, despite ongoing regional and 
international geopolitical and economic 
challenges.

The bank’s fi nancial performance was 
driven by a 25.2% increase in net operat-
ing income, which reached KD 80.3 mil-
lion, compared to the previous year. Net 
fi nancing income also rose by 24.24% to 
KD 54.78 million, while total compre-
hensive income for the year increased by 
10.4% to KD 270.4 million.

On the balance sheet front, total assets 
grew by 9.6% to KD 5.29 billion, while 
shareholders’ equity reached KD 335.9 
million, marking a 6.5% increase com-
pared to the previous year. 

Financing receivables increased by 
5.5% to KD 3.64 billion, and depositors’ 
accounts grew by 8.3% to KD 3.15 billion 
by the end of the fi scal year.

Results Refl ect the Bank’s Commit-
ment to Leadership

Commenting on these results, Warba 
Bank’s Chairman, Mr. Hamad Musaed Al-
Sayer, stated: “Warba Bank continues to 
deliver exceptional fi nancial performance, 
driven by its integrated strategy, which 
has enabled the bank to expand its opera-
tions and establish a strong foundation for 
sustainable growth. This success has been 
achieved despite ongoing geopolitical and 
economic challenges in the Middle East 
region.”

AlSayer added: “The bank has success-
fully implemented its strategy, which fo-
cuses on digital transformation to diversify 
banking products and services, alongside a 
conservative investment approach that em-
phasizes risk-balanced policies. This strat-
egy has strengthened the bank’s ability to 
anticipate and meet the evolving needs of 
customers, earning their trust, safeguard-
ing shareholders’ rights, and ensuring fi -
nancial stability. Our plans have been cen-
tered on expanding our banking operations 
and introducing innovative digital and fi -
nancing solutions tailored to the growing 
demands of the local market.”

AlSayer highlighted that Warba Bank 
has recently distinguished itself by launch-
ing cutting-edge digital services and prod-
ucts, marking the culmination of its ongo-
ing efforts and investments in developing 
innovative banking solutions. These initia-
tives aim to enhance service effi ciency and 

streamline transactions for customers of 
all sizes and requirements. 

He said: “Warba Bank’s direction re-
fl ects its future vision to become the bank 
of choice, delivering value in every aspect 
of its operations. This vision is embodied 
in our new slogan, launched at the end of 
last year: ‘Let’s Own Tomorrow.’ We aim 
to maintain our leadership by adopting in-
novative banking solutions that address 
the changing needs of our customers and 
support their future aspirations. Our focus 
on technology, digital transformation, and 
operational sustainability underscores our 
commitment to providing an advanced and 
comprehensive banking experience.”

AlSayer concluded: “By focusing on 
innovation and sustainability, Warba Bank 
continues to achieve milestones that re-
inforce its position as a modern Islamic 
bank, combining ethical principles, rich 
heritage, and future aspirations. We strive 
to be a trusted partner in building a bet-
ter tomorrow for all segments of society in 
Kuwait.”

Signifi cant Achievements in 2024
2024 marked a pivotal year in Warba 

Bank’s operational journey as it contin-
ued to develop and grow, solidifying its 
position as a leading Kuwaiti Islamic 
bank with over a decade of experience. 
Throughout the year, the bank introduced 
a range of innovative banking products 
and services, many of which were fi rst-
to-market in Kuwait. These initiatives 
refl ect Warba Bank’s commitment to de-
livering advanced solutions that align with 
the evolving aspirations of its customers, 
driven by a robust strategy focused on sus-
tainable expansion.

Despite global economic shifts and re-
gional tensions, the bank maintained sta-
ble performance, leveraging its diversifi ed 
business model and ability to provide inte-
grated banking solutions that deliver sus-
tainable value to customers and sharehold-
ers. This resilience has reinforced Warba 
Bank’s leading position in the banking 
sector.

Commenting on these achievements, 
Warba Bank Chief Executive Offi cer, Mr. 
Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanem, said: “Our 
earnings are the result of our strategy to 
achieve sustainable growth through in-
vestments in technology and innovative 
product offerings. We remain committed 
to expanding our digital footprint and en-
hancing the customer experience by deliv-
ering advanced solutions that align with 
the rapid transformations in the banking 
sector.”

Al-Ghanem highlighted the bank’s op-
erational milestones in 2024, most notably 
the issuance of sustainable green sukuk, 
listed on the Nasdaq Dubai and London 
Stock Exchange. This milestone made 
Warba Bank the fi rst Islamic bank in Ku-
wait to issue such sukuk, demonstrating its 
commitment to supporting global efforts 
to combat climate change. These sukuk are 
designed to fi nance projects that promote 
the green economy and sustainable devel-
opment, with a focus on renewable energy 
and environmental resource management.

Al-Ghanem added: “This achievement 
refl ects our dedication to the principles of 
Islamic Sharia, as well as our social and 
environmental responsibilities. By inno-
vating fi nancial solutions, we have posi-
tioned Kuwait among the global leaders 

investing in sustainable fi nance. Our ef-
forts extend beyond this, as we continue to 
invest in Sharia-compliant banking tech-
nologies and nurture young talent, empow-
ering future generations to drive progress 
in the banking sector and beyond.”

Al-Ghanem also emphasized the bank’s 
focus on delivering fl exible and seamless 
services to enhance customer satisfac-
tion. A standout initiative in 2024 was the 
launch of the “Warba Advisor,” Kuwait’s 
fi rst AI-powered personal fi nancial advi-
sor. This service provides customers with 
personalized fi nancial advice, leveraging 
data analysis and machine learning to help 
them make informed decisions tailored to 
their diverse needs.

Al-Ghanem concluded: “Warba Bank’s 
vision is rooted in our commitment to of-
fering services and products that align 
with modern trends while adhering to the 
principles of Islamic Sharia. We strive to 

meet customer needs with fl exibility and 
transparency, preserving our heritage and 
excellence. Our strategy also includes a 
strong focus on community engagement, 
supporting initiatives that equip younger 
generations with the skills and knowledge 
to compete in the future. Additionally, we 
prioritize community issues such as health, 
education, and the preservation of our lo-
cal heritage.”

2024 Milestones 
Warba Bank announced several mile-

stones in 2024 as part of its commitment 
to qualitative development and innovation. 
Among the most notable achievements 
was the launch of its premium banking 
service, Royal Banking, tailored to meet 
the unique needs of high-net-worth indi-
viduals. This service is designed to address 
their specialized banking requirements and 
investment goals, refl ecting the bank’s 
strategy to expand its offerings and deliver 

exceptional, personalized experiences that 
align with the aspirations of each customer 
segment.

In a pioneering move, Warba Bank be-
came the fi rst bank in Kuwait to introduce 
an AI-powered personal banking advi-
sor. This initiative is part of the bank’s 
broader digital transformation strategy, 
aimed at automating services, enhancing 
operational effi ciency, and maintaining a 
competitive edge in the fi nancial sector. 
By leveraging artifi cial intelligence, the 
bank provides advanced, personalized fi -
nancial consultations, improving customer 
engagement and satisfaction.

For its corporate clients, Warba Bank 
introduced the iPos smart wireless point-
of-sale device, an innovative solution 
designed to revolutionize how merchants 
manage their businesses. This advanced 
device aligns with the bank’s vision to 
create unique value in the banking sector 
and beyond, offering new opportunities for 
both individuals and businesses to stream-
line operations and enhance effi ciency.

Global Recognitions
In 2024, Warba Bank received a se-

ries of prestigious awards, cementing its 
reputation as a leader in innovation, sus-
tainability and digital banking. Among 
these accolades was the “Most Sustain-
able Bank in Kuwait” award from Inter-
national Business Magazine, recognizing 
the bank’s commitment to environmen-
tal, social, and governance (ESG) princi-
ples. The bank was also honored with the 
“Best Islamic Digital Banking Services in 
Kuwait” award by the same publication, 
which evaluates institutions based on mar-
ket trends, economic stability, sustainabil-
ity reports, corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) initiatives, and the adoption of in-
novative technologies.

Warba Bank further distinguished itself 
by winning two awards from International 
Finance Magazine: the “Most Innovative 
Islamic Banking Product – Sustainability 
Sukuk – Kuwait” and the “Most Socially 
Responsible Bank – Kuwait”. These 
awards come as the bank continues to de-
velop high-quality products and services 
that contribute to long-term sustainability 
and benefi t all segments of society. They 
also refl ect Warba Bank’s unwavering 
commitment to its community and its role 
as a socially responsible institution.

Additionally, Warba Bank was honored 
by Network International with the “In-
sightful Leadership and Pioneering Card 
Services” award, showcasing the bank’s 
recent introduction of innovative services, 
such as the issuance of instant credit and 
prepaid cards, which allow customers to 
order and receive a fully activated card 
within just fi ve minutes. The bank also 
implemented advanced interactive com-
munication solutions to enhance fraud pre-
vention and streamline payment recovery 
processes.

Further solidifying its leadership in 
digital banking, Warba Bank received the 
“Highest Growth in Credit Card Activa-
tion on Digital Wallets” award from Mas-
terCard for 2024 in Kuwait. This achieve-
ment refl ects the bank’s signifi cant growth 
in digital wallet adoption and its success 
in building customer trust and confi dence.

Community Investment
Warba Bank is deeply committed to in-

vesting in social responsibility programs 

and initiatives that drive sustainable de-
velopment and support diverse segments 
of society. The bank’s social responsibil-
ity strategy is built on several key pillars, 
designed to promote sustainability across 
economic, social and environmental di-
mensions. Through these pillars, Warba 
Bank aims to implement impactful pro-
grams that align with its cultural and ethi-
cal values while addressing the needs of 
the community.

One of the bank’s most notable initia-
tives is its focus on youth empowerment. 
Through programs like “Rowad,” Warba 
Bank works to develop the skills of Ku-
waiti youth, foster creativity and innova-
tion, and cultivate the next generation of 
leaders. Additionally, the bank is dedicated 
to environmental preservation, partnering 
with organizations such as Climate Partner 
to reduce carbon emissions from employee 
travel. Warba Bank also promotes sustain-
able agriculture by distributing Moringa 
seedlings, encouraging eco-friendly prac-
tices within the community.

Warba Bank also collaborates with local 
institutions to raise awareness about public 
health. Initiatives such as the “The Healthy 
Offi ce” program educate employees on 
physical and mental wellbeing, while the 
bank actively participates in national cam-
paigns like the Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. Furthermore, Warba Bank demon-
strates its commitment to cultural preserva-
tion by sponsoring heritage activities and 
supporting events that celebrate and safe-
guard Kuwait’s national identity.

Investing in Digital Infrastructure
Warba Bank continued to strengthen its 

digital infrastructure, focusing on enhanc-
ing banking applications and introducing 
innovative services such as “Customer 
Onboarding”. The service streamlined 
the process of opening new accounts as 
Warbacommits to delivering banking so-
lutions that meet the highest international 
standards. These advancements refl ect the 
bank’s dedication to leveraging technol-
ogy to improve customer experience and 
operational effi ciency.

A Bright Year and a Promising Vi-
sion

These achievements mark another 
milestone in Warba Bank’s journey as a 
modern, integrated fi nancial institution 
that harmonizes Islamic values with tech-
nology. 

Commenting on the bank’s progress, 
AlSayer stated: “Warba Bank is the peo-
ple’s bank, established by an Amiri decree 
to serve as a pillar of the national econo-
my. With these results, we are confi dent in 
our steady progress toward realizing our 
vision of a sustainable banking future that 
benefi ts generations to come.”

Warba Bank is one of Kuwait’s leading 
Islamic fi nancial institutions, operating in 
full compliance with Sharia principles. 
The bank has solidifi ed its position as a 
pioneer in offering integrated services and 
products, particularly in the digital space, 
tailored to meet the unique needs of its 
customers and simplify their banking ex-
perience. Alongside its focus on innova-
tion, Warba Bank remains deeply com-
mitted to supporting community initiatives 
that add value and contribute to building a 
brighter future for all.

Warba Bank’s Chairman, Mr. Ham-
ad Musaed AlSayer.

Warba Bank Chief Executive Offi cer, 
Mr. Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanem.

AlSayer:
■ Results affi rm Warba Bank’s sound policies, prudent man-

agement, and solid strategy maximizing shareholder value
■ Warba maintained growth momentum during the year, 

achieving strong results that refl ect the fundamentals of its 
diverse business lines

■ Despite regional and international geopolitical tensions, War-
ba continues to benefi t from its diversifi ed portfolio of prod-
ucts and services

■ Strategy centered on expanding in banking services, prod-
ucts and fi nancing solutions

■ Warba succeeded in providing a banking experience that 
meets changing customer needs through carefully designed 
digital services and products

Al-Ghanem:
■ Warba’s strong results refl ect the success of its strategy aim-

ing for sustainable growth and delivering long-term value to 
shareholders and customers

■ Our ability to maintain profi t growth across different economic 
cycles demonstrates our fl exible business model and pru-
dent approach to risk management

■ Warba’s efforts stood out through investments in green fi -
nancing, sustainable goals, and its environmental and social 
sustainability principles
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KIB Group achieves profi t of KD 23.1 million for year 2024
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The Chair-
man of Kuwait International Bank 
(KIB), Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah 
Al-Sabah, announced the Bank’s fi -
nancial results for the year ended on 
31 December 2024, highlighting that 
KIB achieved a net profi t attribut-
able to shareholders of KD 23.1 mil-
lion, marking a 21% increase over 
the last year, with earnings per share 
(EPS) of 11.04 fi ls. Meanwhile, total 
operating income increased by 26% 
over 2023, reaching KD 91.4 million 
in 2024.

In this regard, Al-Jarrah highlight-
ed that the fi nancial results achieved 
by KIB refl ect the Bank’s effective 
strategy that is focused on continu-
ous innovation and excellence in 
banking services, as well as its abil-
ity to adapt to market changes and 
competition. This success is further 
supported by its robust fi nancial po-
sition and solid, stable capital base.

Al-Jarrah said: “At KIB, we be-
lieve success is not solely measured 
by numbers but by our ability to an-
ticipate the future and sustain high 
performance. That’s why we invest 
signifi cantly in technology, digital 
infrastructure and human capital 
development, ensuring we meet 
our customers’ needs at the highest 
standards in a rapidly changing mar-
ket environment.”

As for the fi nancial statements 
for 2024, Al-Jarrah noted that the 
total assets witnessed a 9% growth, 
amounting to KD 3.92 billion, in 
comparison to KD 3.62 billion at 
the end of2023. This growth came 
primarily as a result of an increase 
in the fi nancing portfolio by 14%, 
reaching KD 2.85 billion at the end 
of 2024, compared to KD 2.49 bil-
lion at the end of 2023. Additionally, 
the fi nancial investments portfolio 
which primarily concentrated on 
high-quality Sukuk recorded a sig-
nifi cant growth of 42%, amounting 
to KD 150.7 million, bringing the to-
tal to KD 513.4 million at the end of 
2024, compared to around KD 362.7 
million in 2023.

Regarding dividends’ distribution 
among the shareholders, Al-Jarrah 
stated that KIB’s Board of Directors 
proposed cash dividends of 5 fi ls per 
share and 5% as bonus shares from 
the issued and paid-up capital, sub-
ject to the approvals of the Bank’s 
shareholders’ general assembly and 
competent regulatory authorities.

Al-Jarrah added: “KIB’s growth 
in 2024 was driven by its focus on 
strengthening its fi nancing portfolio 
and diversifying investments, which 
contributes to long-term fi nancial 
stability. The Bank remains com-
mitted to supporting the national 
economy by backing initiatives and 
projects that promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship. Additionally, the 
Bank is dedicated to creating sus-
tainable value for the community, 
customers, and shareholders, while 
upholding the highest standards of 
governance and transparency.”

Al-Jarrah concluded his remarks 
by emphasizing that the Bank’s 
positive results would not have been 
possible without the exceptional ef-
forts of its dedicated team and the 
unwavering support of its valued 
shareholders. He reaffi rmed KIB’s 
commitment to investing specially 
in technology, digital infrastructure, 
developing human capital and im-
plementing future plans to meet mar-
ket demands, all while upholding its 
social responsibility to deliver sus-
tainable value for all stakeholders.

Innovation and Sustainable 
Growth

On his part, Raed Jawad Bukham-
seen, Vice Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi cer of KIB, stated: “This 
year’s results represent a pivotal 
milestone in our journey, refl ecting 
our strategic focus on innovation 
and sustainable growth. This ap-
proach has allowed us to strengthen 
our competitiveness signifi cantly by 
optimizing our fi nancing portfolio 
and adopting innovative digital so-
lutions that keep pace with market 
trends.”

Bukhamseen added: “The Bank 
has effectively achieved a balance 
between growing its investment 
portfolio and expanding its banking 
services, leading to a signifi cant in-
crease in operating revenues. These 
results highlight the Group’s excep-
tional performance and growth in 
key fi nancial indicators, showcasing 
the success of our strategy and our 
commitment to the highest standards 
in the banking industry.” 

Commenting on KIB’s fi nancial 
performance, Bukhamseen noted the 
increase in the net fi nancing income 
by 29% in 2024, to reach KD 68mil-
lion, in comparison with the approx-
imate KD52.9million in 2023. Fee 
and commission incomeincreased 
to KD 17.4million, up from KD 
12.2million, refl ecting a growth rate 
of 43%. This contributed to a rise 
in total operating income, which 
reached KD 91.4million compared 
to KD 72.6million in 2023, marking 
a growth of 26%.

Discussing the Bank’s fi nancial 
position, Bukhamseen highlighted 
that depositors’ accounts in KIB 
grew by 30%, totaling of KD 2.75 
billion by the end of 2024, with 
the comparison with 2.12 billion 
in 2023. Meanwhile, shareholders’ 
equity attributable to the sharehold-
ers grew by 4% to reach KD 348 
million. He further noted that KIB 
maintained high levels of total capi-
tal adequacy ratio, in accordance 
with Basel III instructions, reaching 
18.38% as at 31 December 2024.

Issuance of USD 300 million in 
Sukuk

Bukhamseen underscored KIB’s 
notable achievements during the 
fi rst half of 2024, including the suc-
cessful issuance of a USD300 mil-
lion Additional Tier 1 Sukuk (AT1) 
with an annual profi t rate of 6.625%. 

The issuance saw investor demand 
exceeding twice the original size of 
the issued Sukuk, with fi nal pricing 
achieving the tightest spread ever 
achieved onan AT1 Sukuk globally 
at the time of issuance, at 195 basis 
points above US Treasury. Further-
more, the AT1 Sukuk issued in 2019 
were fully redeemed by way ofexer-
cising of the Call Option in 2024.

Establishing KIB Invest
In 2024, the Bank officially 

launched its investment arm, Al 
Dawli Invest Investment Company 
(KIB Invest), to engage in Islamic 
investment activities and provide 
a diversified suite of investment 
solutions tailored to meet clients’ 
evolving needs, Bukhamseen not-
ed. This was achieved through a 
specialized team with extensive 
expertise in local, regional, and 
global markets.

Bukhamseen also highlighted that 
KIB Invest served as Joint Lead 
Manager (JLM) in the issuance of a 
seven-year sovereign Sukuk for the 
Kingdom of Bahrain. The Sukuk 
raised USD1.25 billion for 7 years 
and attracted demand exceeding 2.8 
times the targeted size. He expressed 
pride in KIB Invest’s position as a 
trusted partner for major institutions 
and investors in GCC markets. 

Expanding the Branch Network
As part of KIB’s efforts to expand 

its branch network and be closer to 
its customers across various areas 
of Kuwait, the Bank opened a new 
branch in Sabah Al-Salem. The 
branch features a modern, innovative 
design and advanced technological 
capabilities aligned with KIB’s digi-
tal infrastructure investment strat-
egy. Additionally, the Bank inau-

gurated its 18th branch in Mubarak 
Al-Kabeer, designed with a con-
temporary approach and equipped 
with the latest banking technologies. 
These steps demonstrate the Bank’s 
commitment to enhancing its digital 
infrastructure and broadening the 
scope of its services, he said.

Enhancing Services and Inno-
vating New Solutions

KIB achieved signifi cant progress 
in developing banking services and 
digital products in 2024, while also 
introducing innovative fi nancial so-
lutions designed to continually ele-
vate the customer experience. These 
efforts aim to address customers’ 
evolving needs and empower them 
to manage their fi nances and conduct 
transactions securely at all times. 
This is based on its comprehensive 
strategy towards digital transfor-
mation, innovation and sustainable 
digital growth, keeping pace with 
the latest developments in the bank-
ing sector, and aligning with its main 
slogan, “Bank for Life”.

Social Responsibility
In 2024, the Bank launched sever-

al key initiatives, solidifying its po-
sition as a leader in community de-
velopment across various sectors, as 
part of its comprehensive social re-
sponsibility program. Leading these 
efforts was its continued support, for 
the fourth consecutive year, of the 
“Let’s Be Aware” (Diraya) banking 
awareness campaign, initiated by 
the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) 
in collaboration with the Kuwait 
Banking Association (KBA). The 
campaign aligns with the Bank’s 
mission to promote fi nancial and 
banking literacy across all segments 
of society. To maximize its impact, 

KIB strategically targeted high-traf-
fi c locations, such as major shopping 
centers, while also leveraging media 
platforms and its digital channels to 
disseminate awareness messages.

Prestigious Awards and Recog-
nitions

In 2024, KIB achieved numer-
ous prestigious accolades, refl ecting 
its leadership in the banking sector. 
These included the “Best Real Estate 
Solutions Provider – MENA 2024” 
award from Capital Finance Inter-
national (CFI.co) magazine and the 
“Best Retail Banking Product 2024” 
from World Finance magazine, rec-
ognizing the successful revamp of 
the KIB Mobile application. Ad-
ditionally, KIB was honored with 
the “Excellence in FinTech Innova-
tion & Digital Leadership in Kuwait 
2024” by the World Union of Arab 
Bankers (WUAB).

Furthermore, the Arab Academy 
for Management, Banking and Fi-
nancial Sciences (AAMBFS) an-
nounced the appointment of Al-
Jarrah as Chairman of its Board of 
Trustees. Recognized as one of the 
leading educational institutions in 
the Arab world, the academy plays 
a vital role in preparing top profes-
sionals in fi nance, banking, and 
management.

In their closing remarks, Al-Jarrah 
and Bukhamseen praised the exem-
plary regulatory and supervisory role 
of the Central Bank of Kuwait and 
its steadfast support. They also ex-
pressed their gratitude to the Capital 
Markets Authority for its efforts in 
creating an attractive and competi-
tive investment environment in Ku-
wait. In addition, they acknowledged 
the dedicated efforts of all KIB 
teams and their signifi cant contribu-

tions to achieving these results. They 
extended their heartfelt appreciation 
to the Board of Directors and the Ex-
ecutive Management for their con-
tinued support and wise guidance in 
further strengthening KIB’s fi nancial 
position.

About KIB
Kuwait International Bank (KIB) 

is a bank that operates according to 
the Islamic Shari’ah, based in the 
State of Kuwait. Incorporated in 
1973, and originally known as Ku-
wait Real Estate Bank, KIB made 
the transition to its current Islamic 
operating model in 2007. In 2018, 
KIB embarked on a new phase of its 
journey full of innovation and de-
velopment. As part of its new stra-
tegic direction, the Bank focuses 
on offering a next-level customer 
experience under the slogan: “Bank 
for Life”. 

Through a network of branches 
spread across the State of Kuwait, 
KIB offers a broad range of bank-
ing products and services, as well 
as innovative digital banking so-
lutions in line with international 
best standards. As part of its duty 
towards the community, the Bank 
also encompasses a leading social 
responsibility program that aims at 
positively impacting all members 
of the community through a wide 
range of impactful initiatives and 
activities. 

Today, KIB has taken concrete 
steps in implementing its new stra-
tegic objectives. The Bank has ce-
mented its role as a key player in 
the local banking industry and has 
continued to maintain its strong fi -
nancial performance; enabling it to 
be globally recognized for its strong 
credit rating and fi nancial position.

Bank recommends 5 fi ls cash dividend & 5% bonus shares

Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah Al-Sa-
bah, Chairman

Raed Jawad Bukhamseen, Vice 
Chairman and CEO

KIB’s fi nancial results for the year end.

 KIB Group reports 21% profi t growth:
■ Growth in total assets reaching to KD3.92 bil-

lion
■ Growth in fi nancing portfolio reaching to 

KD2.85 billion
■ Growth in depositors’ accounts reaching to 

KD2.75 billion and 30%
■ Growth in net profi t attributable to shareholders 

achieved 21% growth

Wafra operations to boost
production to 230,000 bpd

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: According to sources from 
the oil sector, the joint Wafra operations between the 
Kuwait Gulf Oil Company and Saudi Chevron Com-
pany aim to boost the fi eld’s production capacity to 
230,000 barrels per day by 2027, up from the current 
170,000 barrels per day. 

Meanwhile, the management overseeing the joint 
Khafji fi eld operations between Kuwait Gulf Oil Com-
pany and Saudi Aramco plans to raise the fi eld’s pro-
duction capacity from 270,000 to at least 360,000 bar-
rels per day by early 2028. 

To achieve this, Khafji operations are increasing off-
shore drilling platforms. A contract was recently signed 
with a leading digital transformation company to in-
tegrate artifi cial intelligence into the development of 
Khafji fi eld facilities. 

The contract also aims to enhance cybersecurity and 
protect Khafji fi eld data through artifi cial intelligence, 
and establish an advanced digital systems monitoring 
center to track potential threats or violations of infor-
mation security laws and regulations. 

In addition, Saudi Arabia is working on develop-
ing the Khafji region into an industrial logistics city, 
which will primarily support the interests of the Khafji 
fi eld and joint Kuwaiti-Saudi oil projects planned to 
be established in the promising Khafji industrial re-
gion. 

The sources revealed that the future merger of Ku-
wait Gulf Oil Company with Kuwait Oil Company 
will not disrupt the joint Khafji operations, citing the 
smooth transfer of Kuwait’s share in the Khafji project 
to the Kuwait Arabian Oil Company and Kuwait Gulf 
Oil Company without issues. 

Kuwait Oil and Gulf Oil are currently working on 
completing the transition process. However, full pro-
duction from the Khafji and Wafra fi elds, which are 
managed by Kuwaiti Gulf Oil Company and Saudi 
Aramco, has not yet been restored to their maximum 
capacity of approximately 550,000 barrels per day due 
to an eight-year shutdown period, during which several 
facilities suffered a decline.
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KFH holds earnings webcast for FY-2024
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) held 
the earnings webcast for highlighting the Group’s fi nancial 
performance and results during the fi scal year 2024. The meet-
ing was attended by KFH Group Chief Executive Offi cer, Mr. 
Khaled AlShamlan, Senior Deputy Group CEO – Finance, Dr. 
Shadi Zahran and Group Chief Strategy Offi cer, Mr. Fahad Al-
Mukhaizeem. 

KFH Group Chief Executive Offi cer, Mr. Khaled AlSham-
lan commenced the meeting by shedding light on the Bank’s 
fi nancial performance for the year ended 2024. He said: “By 
the grace of Allah, KFH has reported historic net profi t of KD 
601.8 million attributable to the shareholders of the bank for the 
year ended 2024; an increase of 3.0% compared to 2023.Earn-
ings per share reached 36.37 fi ls for the year 2024, an increase 
of 3.0%,compared to 2023. Net Financing income for the year 
ended 2024 reached KD 1,147.0 million; an increase of 18.7% 
compared to 2023.”

He added that the Board of Directors considered the distribu-
tion of cash dividends to shareholders of 22% (including 10% in 
H1 2024). The Board of Directors also proposed distribution of 
bonus shares of 8% subject to the approval of the General As-
sembly and the competent authorities.

AlShamlan stated that during 2024, KFH successfully 
achieved a strong financial performance, reporting record 
annual financial results. KFH also demonstrated growth in 
operating income, profits and all key financial indicators. 
The Bank also succeeded in achieving the strategic objec-
tives and enhancing the Group’s leading standing after the 
completion of the largest-ever merger project in the Kuwaiti 
banking sector, and the successful integration of operations 
with the (formerly) Ahli United Bank – Kuwait (AUBK) as 
part of its landmark cross-border acquisition of Ahli United 
Bank - Bahrain, one of the largest deals in the region. This 
historic move paved the way for the creation of a giant fi-
nancial entity, with a reach spanning 8 countries worldwide 
through a large international network of over 600 branches. 
It also paved the way for KFH’s ambition of becoming one of 
the world’s top 100 banks within the next decade.

“KFH demonstrated its ability to promote the future of Islamic 
fi nance worldwide. This is evident in the successful and record-
breaking conversion of Ahli United Bank in Bahrain, the UK, 
and Egypt to Islamic banking, achieved with high effi ciency” he 
noted.

Additionally, KFH completed the successful issuance of a 
5-year Senior Unsecured Sukuk of $1 bn, the second issue un-
der KFH $4 bn Sukuk Program. The aim of the Sukuk issuance 
is to enhance KFH’s long-term funding sources, in addition to 
fi nancing its overall operations. Additionally, KFH increased its 
investment in green Sukuk to $653.2 million in 2024, a 162.3% 
increase compared to last year’s investment of $249 million in 
2023.

AlShamlan further said:“KFH continued its endeavors in 
building a sustainable banking model within the (ESG) frame-
work, noting the inclusion of KFH in the FTSE4Good Index Se-
ries. KFH was also awarded “A” rating by MSCI ESG Index. 
Furthermore, KFH’s participated in the sixteenth session of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP16) to the United Nations Con-
vention to Combat Desertifi cation (UNCCD). The Bank also 
signed the fi rst-of-its-kind Global Takaful Alliance agreement 
with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and re-
leased the fi rst-of-its-kind Carbon Footprint report in Kuwait’s 
banking sector. KFH continues to issue its sustainability reports, 
refl ecting its commitment to environmental leadership and re-
sponsible banking.”

He went on to say that KFH played a prominent role in sup-
porting the local economy and contributed to the development of 
the infrastructure by fi nancing large scale projects across various 
sectors. KFH also strengthened its role as a strategic partner for 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) within the Kuwaiti 
banking sector. Many of these SMEs begin their success story by 
securing fi nancing from KFH.

KFH continued its innovative streak, developing digital fi nan-
cial solutions tailored to the needs and aspirations of its custom-
ers. The Bank also implemented numerous projects related to 
services, products, and fi nancial solutions. It developed its tech-
nological infrastructure, enhanced cybersecurity defenses, and 
embraced AI technology.

Speaking about KFH’s social role, AlShamlan said: “KFH suc-
ceeded in launching value-added community initiatives that catered 
to various segments of society. These initiatives encompassed sup-
porting community capabilities, caring for individuals with special 
needs, launching awareness campaigns, safeguarding the environ-
ment, supporting sustainable practices, empowering the youth, in 
addition to supporting innovation and various health and sport initia-
tives. The commencement of the reconstruction project for the dam-
aged area in Al Mubarakiya has started with an estimated cost of 
approximately KD 8 million. The contract, signed with the project’s 
contractor and Kuwait Municipality, involves reconstructing approx-
imately 17 buildings and developing some neighboring structures. 
KFH’s efforts also encompassed various strategic initiatives in social 
responsibility”.

In appreciation of its exceptional efforts, KFH received 43 
awards and 4 rankings at the Group level from different global 
and regional entities.  Most notable of these awards are: “World’s 
Best Islamic Financial Institution” Award from Global Finance 
magazine, “Kuwait’s Best Bank” and “Kuwait’s Best Bank for 
ESG” from Euromoney. In addition, KFH was named “Bank of 
the Year – Kuwait” by The Banker and was awarded with the 

“Corporate Social Responsibility – Middle East” award from 
EMEA Finance Magazine.

KFH Senior Deputy Group CEO, Finance – Dr. Shadi Zah-
ran

Meanwhile, Senior Deputy Group CEO, Dr. Shadi Zahran, 
talked about the Group’s fi nancial performance for the fi nancial 
year ended 31 December 2024.

Zahran said: “The Group has achieved Net Profi t After Tax 
attributable to Shareholders for the year ended 31st December 
2024 of KD 601.8mn higher by KD 17.3mn or 3.0% compared to 
2023 of KD 584.5mn. The higher profi ts are mainly from an in-

crease in total operating income. Partly offset by higher net mon-
etary loss that resulted from the application of IAS-29 “Financial 
reporting in Hyperinfl ationary Economies” on the fi nancial state-
ments of the group subsidiary in Türkiye Kuwait Turk Participa-
tion Bank (KTPB) and the increase in operating expenses.”

He added: “Financing income has increased by KD 692.3mn 
or 31.6% compared to the last year mainly due to increase in the 
gross yield. Net fi nancing income at KD 1,147mn increased 
by KD 181mn or 18.7% compared to last year mainly due to an 
increase in fi nancing income by KD 692.3mn offset by increase 
in fi nance cost and distribution to depositors by KD 511.2mn.

Speaking about the operating income profi le, contribution of 
net fi nancing income to operating income increased from 66% in 
2023 to 70% in 2024 due to increase in net fi nancing income and 
decline in investment income.

Group NFM for 2024 at 3.12% is higher by 44bps compared 
to 2023. Average yield improved by 227bps while average 
COF also increased by 183bps. This was the result of full year 
impact of rate changes and repricing of assets and liabilities dur-
ing the year.

Zahran indicated that by looking at provisions and impair-
ments, group total impairment charge increased by KD 14.1mn 
compared to 2023. 

“KFH cautious approach towards provisioning have contrib-
uted to fi nancing provision balance exceeding ECL required as 
per CBK IFRS 9 by KD 539mn as of 31 December 2024” com-
mented Zahran.

As for the Net Monetary Loss, application of IAS-29 on the 
fi nancial statements of KTPB resulted in recognition of net mon-
etary loss of KD 155.3mn in the current year with an increase of 
KD 82.5mn compared to last year due to the continued infl ation 
and signifi cant maturity of CPI linked sukuk during last quarter 
of 2023.

Speaking about the fi nancial position, Zahran said that the To-
tal Assets at KD 36.7bn decreased by (3.4)% in 2024. Net fi -
nancing receivables at KD 19.1bn decreased by (1.8)% mainly 
due to sale of KFH Bahrain in addition to foreign currency vola-
tility during the year. Excluding these impacts, group net fi nanc-
ing receivable would be higher in 2024 by 5.5%.

Investments in debt securities at KD 6.9bn as at the end of 
year 2024.

Deposits as of2024 areKD 19.2bn.The contribution from 
CASA deposits to total group customer deposits as at the end 
of 2024 is 44.4%.Contribution of customer deposits to total 
funding is 66.5% compared to 71.4% in 2023.

KFH Group Chief Strategy Offi cer - Fahad Al-Mukhaizeem

KFH Group Chief Strategy Offi cer, Fahad Al-Mukhaizeem 
highlighted the Kuwait operating environment with an overview 
on KFH. He also talked about KFH’s strategy, as well as Full 
Year-2024 results.

Al-Mukhaizeem said: “In light of the evolving monetary policy 
landscape, the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) has implemented 
a measured and balanced strategy to align with local economic 
conditions, uphold macroeconomic stability, and promote sus-
tainable growth. Consequently, during 2024, CBK has reduced 
the discount rate by 25 basis points, bringing it down to 4.00%, 
effective September 19, 2024.”

At the macroeconomic level, Kuwait’s GDP is forecasted to 
reach KD 39.4 billion in 2024 according to the most recent Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) report released in October 2024. 
Additionally, the average infl ation rate reached declined to 2.9% 
during the year 2024according to the latest issued data Central 
Statistical Bearu. Kuwait’s crude oil price reached USD 74.2 per 
barrel as of the end of December 2024, down by 6.7 % from the 
same period of the previous year. 

Al-Mukhaizeem mentioned that in 2024, Kuwait’s economic 
development is marked by a strategic focus on diversifi cation and 
resilience in the face of global economic challenges. The govern-
ment is actively implementing initiatives aimed at reducing reli-
ance on oil revenues by promoting sectors such as fi nance, tech-
nology, and tourism. Investments in infrastructure development 
are also a priority, with signifi cant projects underway to enhance 
transportation and connectivity. Additionally, the Central Bank 
of Kuwait’s monetary policies, including adjustments to the dis-
count rate, are designed to foster a stable economic environment 
conducive to growth.

As a result, Kuwait is positioning itself to achieve sustainable 
development and attract foreign investment, ultimately aiming 
for a more balanced and robust economy. In terms of credit rat-
ings, Kuwait maintains a robust profi le with an A+ rating and 
a stable outlook from Standard & Poor’s, an A1 rating from 
Moody’s, and an AA- rating from Fitch, all with stable outlooks.

He added: “KFH’s long term credit rating stands at A by Fitch 
with Stable Outlook, and at A2 by Moody’s with Stable outlook.  
Furthermore,KFH continued its efforts to achieve fi nancial solid-
ity and sustainable growth, capitalizing on the fl exible business 
model, strong asset quality, abundant liquidity, continuous diver-
sifi cation of fi nancing and wide geographical spread in different 
markets worldwide, most prominently Kuwait, Bahrain, Turkey, 
Egypt, UK and Germany.”

Additionally, KFH ranked fi rst among the largest listed com-
panies on Boursa Kuwait in terms of a market capitalization ap-
proximately KD 12.4 billion as of the end of December 2024 
according to Boursa Kuwait.

Mr. Khaled AlShamlan, KFH Group Chief Executive Officer

Dr. Shadi Zahran, Senior Deputy Group CEO – Finance

Mr. Fahad Al-Mukhaizeem, Group Chief Strategy Officer

AlShamlan: Strong fi nancial performance, record annual prof-
its and growth in all key fi nancial indicators

Dr. Zahran: Increase in the operating income, fi nancing in-
come and the solvency driven by a comprehensive perfor-
mance

Al-Mukhaizeem: KFH ranked fi rst among the largest listed 
companies on Boursa Kuwait in terms of a market capitaliza-
tion approximately KD 12.4 billion.
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Bank proposes 10 fi ls cash dividend per share and 5% bonus share distribution

Gulf Bank reports KD 60.2 million net profi t for 2024
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Gulf Bank K.S.C.P. (“Bank”) 
announced its fi nancial results for the full year ending 31 
December 2024. The Bank reported a net profi t of KD 60.2 
million, refl ecting a decline of KD 11.0 million or 15.5% 
compared to a net profi t of KD 71.2 million for the same 
period in 2023. 

Earnings per share for the year were 16 fi ls, and the 
Board of Directors is recommending a cash dividend 
distribution of 10 fi ls per share, representing a 63% cash 
payout ratio. In addition, a 5% bonus share distribution is 
proposed, subject to shareholder approval at the Annual 
General Meeting scheduled for March 2025.

Furthermore, Gulf Bank recorded an operating income 
of KD 199.3 million for the full year 2024, marking an 
increase of 4.8% compared to the previous year. Operating 
profi t also saw a rise, reaching KD 106.7 million, refl ect-
ing a growth of 3.2% compared to 2023.

The decline in net profi t for the full year of 2024 is pri-
marily attributed to an increase in total provisions and im-
pairments, which increased by KD 14.9 million for the full 
year compared to the same period last year. Nevertheless, 
in the fourth quarter the total provision cost has signifi -
cantly decreased compared to both the previous quarters 
of 2024 and the same period last year.

Now looking at the fi nancial performance of the fourth 
quarter of 2024, the Bank reported a net profi t of KD 20.0 
million, an increase of 14.8% over the fourth quarter of 
2023. Operating income for the mentioned period was KD 
53.3 million, an increase of 6.3% compared to the same 
period of last year.  

The Bank’s prudent risk management approach has 
effectively mitigated risks and maintained the quality of 
its loan portfolio. As of 31 December 2024, the Bank’s 
non-performing loans (NPL) ratio stood at 1.3%, com-
pared to 1.2% at the end of the previous year. Addi-
tionally, the Bank continues to maintain a robust NPL 
coverage ratio of 340%, including total provisions and 
collateral. 

As of 31 December 2024, total credit provisions reached 
KD 270 million, whereas IFRS 9 accounting requirements 
(i.e., ECL or expected credit losses) were KD 177 million. 
This results in a substantial excess provision level of KD 
94 million, over and above what is mandated by IFRS 9 
accounting requirements.

In comparison to 31 December 2023, Gulf Bank’s total 
assets increased by 4.3% to reach KD 7.5 billion, with net 
loans and advances rising by 5.2% to KD 5.5 billion. Ad-
ditionally, total deposits grew by 4.3% to reach KD 5.6 
billion, while shareholders’ equity increased by 2.1% to 
reach KD 834 million for the year ended 2024.

The Bank’s capital position remains robust, supported 
by strong internal capital generation. As of 31 December 
2024, the Bank’s regulatory Tier 1 capital ratio stood at 
15.2%, exceeding the regulatory minimum of 12% by 
3.2%. Additionally, the Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) 
was 17.3%, surpassing the regulatory minimum of 14% 
by 3.3%.

Robust Results
Commenting on the fi nancial results, Gulf Bank Chair-

man Mr. Ahmad Mohammad Al-Bahar stated: “2024 was 
a year of notable progress for Gulf Bank, defi ned by our 
ability to deliver on our strategic objectives while navi-
gating a complex economic landscape. Despite global 
uncertainties and local challenges, our prudent risk man-
agement, operational excellence, and commitment to in-
novation have solidifi ed our position as a trusted fi nancial 
partner and a pillar of Kuwait’s fi nancial ecosystem.”

He added: “I am pleased with our performance for the 
year 2024. We have addressed and resolved several lega-
cy-loan challenges, which has substantially improved our 
asset quality allowing capacity for sustainable growth and 
increased stakeholder value.” 

Operational Achievements
Gulf Bank’s operational advancements in 2024 were 

signifi cant. The completion of Phase II of its core bank-
ing system upgrade has positioned the Bank to offer more 
agile, customer-focused services, setting a benchmark in 
operational effi ciency. This system implementation has 
improved internal processes and elevated the customer 
experience by enabling faster and more reliable service 
delivery.

The launch of Gulf Bank’s enhanced mobile banking 
application is another highlight of the year. With a state-of-
the-art interface and expanded features, the app empowers 
customers to manage their fi nances securely and conveni-
ently, refl ecting the Bank’s dedication to innovation and 
customer satisfaction.

In private banking, Gulf Bank introduced a refined 
identity rooted in three core principles: long-term 
wealth growth, asset protection, and seamless wealth 
transfer. This initiative redefines the private banking 
experience, ensuring that clients receive personalized, 

comprehensive financial solutions aligned with their 
aspirations.

Gulf Bank also reinforced its commitment to SMEs 
by enhancing its exclusive digital portal, which offers a 
wide array of services, including credit facilities, salary 
transfers, and payment gateways. Through a partnership 
with Omnifi ntec, the Bank further expanded its suite of 
fi nancial solutions tailored to the unique needs of SMEs, 
reinforcing its role as a key enabler of Kuwait’s economic 
development.

Commenting on the operational performance of Gulf 
Bank, Acting Chief Executive Offi cer Mr. Waleed Khaled 
Mandani said: “Refl ecting on 2024, we are proud of the 
signifi cant progress we’ve made in enhancing our op-
erational capabilities and delivering seamless customer 
experiences. This year, Gulf Bank achieved several key 
milestones, marked by the completion of Phase II of our 
core banking system upgrade and the commencement of 
operations at Invest GB,our fully owned investment arm, 
with a capital of KD 10 million. Additionally, we have 
achieved a meaningful success in reducing costs and opti-
mizing effi ciencies which has contributed to streamlining 
processes and delivering sustainable results. By Embrac-
ing a mindset of continuous optimization, we are dedicated 
to making this principle a lasting part of our organizational 
culture. Furthermore, the Bank continues to implement 

its ambitious plan to transform its branch network across 
various parts of Kuwait into environmentally friendly 
branches with a new identity. Last year, the new branch 
in Sabah Al-Ahmad Residential City was opened, and six 
branches were renovated and reopened. These branches 
are equipped with energy-saving technologies and sustain-
able materials, refl ecting our commitment to environmen-
tal responsibility.By prioritizing innovation and customer 
convenience, the new branch design enhances the client 
experience while contributing to a greener future.”

Credit Ratings and Recognitions
In 2024, Gulf Bank’s fi nancial strength and operational 

resilience were affi rmed by leading credit rating agencies. 
Fitch Ratings assigned a Long-Term Issuer Default Rating 
(IDR) of ‘A’ with a Stable Outlook, while Moody’s rated 
long-term deposits at ‘A3’ with a Positive Outlook. Capi-
tal Intelligence affi rmed a Long-Term Foreign Currency 
rating of ‘A+’ with a Stable Outlook, further highlighting 
the Bank’s stability and sound risk management practices.

Gulf Bank’s achievements were also celebrated on the 
global stage, with the Bank receiving 13 regional and in-
ternational awards. Notably, it was recognized among the 
“Top 100 Listed Companies in the Region” by Forbes and 
as one of the “Best 100 Arab Banks” by The Banker.

Commitment to Sustainability
Throught the year 2024, Gulf Bank made signifi cant 

strides in reducing its environmental footprint, promoting 
diversity and inclusion, and enhancing social responsibil-
ity. 

Additionally, Gulf Bank has revealed its ambitious en-
vironmental, social, and governance (ESG) strategy for 
the period 2024-2030, outlining a clear roadmap and key 
performance indicators for the next six years. The strat-
egy focuses on implementing sustainability standards and 
enhancing corporate governance practices that refl ect the 
bank’s core values and guide every aspect of its banking 
operations.

Appreciation
Mr. Al-Bahar concluded his remarks by saying: “As 

weembark on 2025, ourstrategic initiatives, coupled with 
our commitment to governance, operational excellence, 
and innovation, position Gulf Bank for a prosperous fu-
ture. We will continue to pursue with our intention to ex-
plore the feasibility of transforming Gulf Bank into a Sha-
ria-compliant Bank, aiming to achieve sustainable growth 
to our stakeholders. On behalf of the Board of Directors, 
I would like to thank our shareholders for their ongoing 
trust, and our employees for their commitment and dedica-
tion. I would also like to thank the Regulatory Authorities 
for their continuous support. Finally, I want to thank our 
customers for their loyalty and reiterate our commitment 
to offering them the best banking experience.”

Key Financial indicators for the year 2024: 
■ 2024 net profi t of KD 60.2 million.
■ 2024 operating income of KD 199.3 million, an in-

crease of 4.8% compared to the year 2023.
■ Operating profi t reached KD 106.7 million, an in-

crease of 3.2% compared to the year 2023.
■ Net loans and advances grew by 5.2% year-to-date to 

reach KD 5.5 billion.
■ Non-performing loan ratio as of 31December 2024 is 

1.3%, with a strong non-performance loan coverage ratio 
of 340%.

■ Capital ratios as of 31 December 2024, Tier 1 ratio 
was 15.2% and Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) was 17.3%.

Gulf Bank Chairman, Ahmad Mohammad Al-Bahar. Gulf Bank Acting Chief Executive Offi cer, Waleed 
Khaled Mandani.

Ahmad Mohammad Al-Bahar: 
■ 2024 was a year of notable progress 

for Gulf Bank, defi ned by our ability to 
deliver on our strategic objectives. 

■ Our prudent risk management and op-
erational excellence have solidifi ed our 
position as a trusted fi nancial partner 
and a pillar of Kuwait’s fi nancial eco-
system.

■ We have resolved several legacy-loan 
challenges, substantially improving our 
asset quality.

■ We will continue to pursue with our 
intention to explore the feasibility of 
transforming Gulf Bank into a Sharia-
compliant Bank, aiming to achieve sus-
tainable growth to our stakeholders.

Waleed Khaled Mandani:
■ We are proud of the signifi cant pro-

gress we’ve made in enhancing our 
operational capabilities and delivering 
seamless customer experiences.

■ A remarkable success was achieved in 
reducing costs and optimizing effi cien-
cies leading to streamlined processes 
and sustainable results.

■ 2024 witnessed the commencement 
of operations at our fully owned invest-
ment arm, “Invest GB”, with a capital of 
KD 10 million.

■ The reopening of our newly designed 
eco-friendly branches across Kuwait 
enhances the client experience while 
contributing to a greener future.
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Hosted by Kamco Invest and Burgan Bank

‘The Investment Conference 2025’ brought together thought leaders, 
industry experts and investors to discuss ideas that move markets

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Kamco In-
vest and Burgan Bank successfully 
hosted the second edition of their in-
vestment conference under the theme 
“Exploring Trends: Ideas That Move 
Markets”. The conference, attended 
by thought leaders and industry ex-
perts, in addition to institutional and 
high-net-worth investors from Kuwait 
and the region,discussed crucial topics 
spanning the global economy, geo-
politics, and various asset classes.The 
conference actively supports the vision 
to transform Kuwait into a regional fi -
nancial and trade hub.

Sarkhou: The collaboration be-
tween Kamco Invest and Burgan 
Bank brings together two estab-
lished institutions with independent 
track records and deep-rooted ex-
pertise, creating a more integrated 
fi nancial ecosystem.

In his capacity as the Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer of Kamco Invest and the 
Vice Chairman of Burgan Bank, Faisal 
Sarkhou inaugurated the conference 
during a welcome speech addressed 
to the audience and participants. He 
stressed the importance of the confer-
ence, which refl ects the commitment 
to analyzing the key forces shaping 
global and regional economies, from 
geopolitical and regulatory shifts to 
technological advancements and sec-
tor-specifi c opportunities. 

Sarkhou also highlighted the strate-
gic partnership between Kamco Invest 
and Burgan Bank, following Burgan 
Bank’s majority acquisition of Kamco 
Invest. This collaboration brings to-
gether two established institutions 
with independent track records and 
deep-rooted expertise, creating a more 
integrated fi nancial ecosystem. By lev-
eraging their combined strengths, they 
are enhancing investment solutions and 
expanding opportunities for clients in a 
rapidly changing fi nancial landscape.

Oxford Economics: Strong fi scal 
positions and continued progress on 
diversifi cation agendas position the 
GCC region as a standout perform-
er in the global economy.

Scott Livermore, Chief Middle East 
Economist at Oxford Economics, pro-
vided insights into the macroeconomic 
and geopolitical landscape, emphasiz-
ing the expectations of Oxford Eco-
nomics for another year of steady but 
unspectacular global growth. However, 
this masks three very different stories: 
US exceptionalism, structural downturn 
in China and European malaise.

Globally, interest rates are expected 
to decline gradually, except in Eu-
rope, where monetary easing remains 
constrained. Meanwhile, fi scal policy 
will play a crucial role in shaping eco-
nomic prospects. In the GCC, strong 
fi scal positions and continued progress 
on diversifi cation agendas position the 
region as a standout performer in the 
global economy.

Trade policy uncertainty remains 
the primary risk to the baseline fore-
cast. While the GCC is not currently a 
direct target of potential trade actions 
by President Trump, any disruption 
to global trade would have negative 
repercussions for the region. Addition-
ally, ongoing geopolitical tensions in 
various parts of the world pose further 
risks to global economic stability.

Investing in human capital, foster-
ing private-sector participation, and 
strengthening regional cooperation 
will be critical in mitigating external 
shocks and securing a prosperous, 
diversifi ed future for the GCC.

Dr. Merza Hasan, Senior Advi-
sor at the Arab Fund for Economic 
& Social Development (AFESD) and 
Dr. Nasser Saidi, President of Nasser 
Saidi & Associates explored in a panel 
discussion the dynamic transformation 
of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
economies amidst global and regional 
challenges. The session was moderat-
ed by Abdullah AlSharekh, Managing 
Director of Markets and Investment 
Banking at Kamco Invest & Board 
Member at Burgan Bank.

Dr. Hasan and Dr. Saidi under-
scored the need for GCC countries to 
move beyond reliance on cyclical oil 
revenues. They highlighted that while 
the region has enjoyed robust cycli-
cal growth, the emerging challenges–
softening oil prices and an increasing 
fi scal dependence on hydrocarbons–
demand a decisive shift towards struc-
tural reforms and economic diversi-
fi cation. Both panelists agreed that 
long-term resilience will hinge on ef-
fectively transitioning to a model that 
prioritizes productivity-led growth.

The discussion also delved into 
the delicate balance between fi scal 
discipline and strategic government 
spending. Panelists noted that while 
signifi cant public investments remain 
crucial for fostering innovation and 
building competitive sectors, these 
must be managed within a framework 
that safeguards fi scal sustainability. 
They explored various approaches, 

including more prudent debt issuance 
and enhanced use of sovereign wealth 
funds, as a means to fi nance the nec-
essary reforms without compromising 
long-term fi scal health.

Finally, the panel addressed the im-
pacts of global uncertainty, from fl uc-
tuating interest rates to trade tensions, 
on the regional economy. Dr. Hasan 
and Dr. Saidi stressed the importance 
of agile monetary policies and the role 
of central banks in ensuring a smooth 
transition in changing global fi nancial 
conditions. They also emphasized that 
investing in human capital, foster-
ing private-sector participation, and 
strengthening regional cooperation 
will be critical in mitigating external 
shocks and securing a prosperous, di-
versifi ed future for the GCC.

While the global macroeconomics 
shifts and economic diversifi cation 
accelerate, thematic investing for 
active managers will be key to cap-
turing long-term megatrends in the 
region’s evolving public markets

The panel on GCC Public Markets 
explored key macroeconomic and 
structural shifts shaping the investment 
landscape as we enter 2025. The pan-
elists included Raman Subramanian, 
Managing Director & Global Head 
of Solutions Research at MSCI, Iyad 
Ghulam, Head of Equity Research at 
SNB Capital, Thomas Mathew, Vice 
President - Equity & Fixed Income at 
Kamco Invest, and moderated by Sa-
rah Dashti, Vice President - Equity & 
Fixed Income at Kamco Invest.

Global challenges such as high in-
fl ation, rising interest rates, geopo-
litical tensions, and the ongoing trade 
war continue to infl uence market dy-
namics. Meanwhile, the GCC remains 
focused on economic diversifi cation 
and energy transition, with large-scale 
projects such as Saudi Vision 2030 
and Kuwait’s new initiatives creating 
investment opportunities. 

The discussion explored the grow-
ing importance of thematic investing, 
with a focus on mega projects and ma-
jor events as key themes, particularly 
in infrastructure, construction, and 
tourism. These themes are expected 

to create opportunities across various 
sectors, including industrials, utilities, 
real estate development, and banking, 
as they shape the market landscape.
The GCC’s weight in MSCI Emerg-
ing Markets indices remains under-
weight by 4%, signaling potential for 
increased foreign investment. A key 
development could be Saudi Arabia 
raising its Foreign Ownership Limit 
(FOL) to 100%, which could potential-
ly unlock USD 9-10 billion in infl ows. 
Furthermore, recent changes in foreign 
investment rules for Makkah and Ma-
dinah are projected to contribute an 
additional USD 600 million to Saudi 
weight this May from MSCI EM track-
ers alone, this is if we assume all other 
companies’ weights remains as is.

Raman Subramanian from MSCI 
highlighted that the combined weight 
of GCC countries in the MSCI Emerg-
ing Markets Index has risen signifi -
cantly, increasing from just over 1% in 
June 2014—when Qatar and the UAE 
were fi rst included—to over 7% today. 
This expansion, driven by an annual-
ized outperformance of more than 2% 
over the MSCI Emerging Markets In-
dex and a fourfold increase in the re-
gion’s broader opportunity set over the 
past decade, underscores the GCC’s 
rapid rise in global equity markets.

With structural shifts shaping 
market dynamics, investors in GCC 
equities must strategically position 
themselves to capitalize on emerging 
trends. While the global macroeco-
nomics shifts and economic diversifi -
cation accelerate, thematic investing 
for active managers will be key to 
capturing long-term megatrends in the 
region’s evolving public markets.

Asset-backed fi nance remains a 
strong performer in high-yield en-
vironments, leveraging lease rate in-
creases and infl ation protection

The third panel explored investment 
opportunities in a high-interest rate en-
vironment and the discussion covered 
both debt and equity opportunities. It 
also examines how elevated rates are re-
shaping real estate strategies. The pan-
elist included Ian Worboys, Co-founder 
& CEO of European Green Logistics 

Space (EGLS), Fabrice Fraikin, Man-
aging Partner & Co-founder of Flexam 
Invest, Mohammad Al Othman, Senior 
Executive Director of Alternative In-
vestments at Kamco Invest, and moder-
ated by Hassan Farran, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of Kamco Invest – London.

The discussion underscored how 
higher borrowing costs have reshaped 
the investment landscape, prompting a 
renewed focus on fundamentals, risk 
management, and diversifi cation. With 
traditional market tailwinds no longer 
a given, investors are emphasizing 
downside protection and strategic asset 
selection to navigate evolving market 
conditions effectively.

Within real estate, the panel high-
lighted the shifting behavior of occu-
piers and the growing importance of 
selective market positioning. While 
broad market movements may not 
guarantee returns, careful analysis of 
local dynamics, tenant behavior, and 
diversifi cation strategies can mitigate 
risks and enhance resilience. The con-
versation also touched on the interplay 
between interest rates, asset pricing, 
and development trends. 

On the debt side, private credit contin-
ues to offer attractive opportunities, par-
ticularly in asset-backed fi nance, which 
benefi ts from lease rate increases and 
natural infl ation protection. With rising 
default risks in certain highly leveraged 
sectors, effective downside risk manage-
ment remains paramount. A disciplined 
approach to asset selection, collateral-
backed structures, and strong origination 
strategies has proven essential in sustain-
ing high-yield investments.

Ultimately, the panel reinforced 
that in a high-interest rate environ-
ment, investors must adopt a proactive 
and fundamentals-driven approach. 
Whether in real estate or private credit, 
identifying structurally resilient assets 
and managing risk exposure are as 
important as ever to achieving sustain-
able returns.

When founders successfully exit 
their startups, they gain valuable 
experience, fi nancial capital, and 
credibility

The fourth panel explored the dy-

namic venture capital landscape in the 
GCC, emphasizing the pivotal role of 
exits in strengthening the MENA VC 
ecosystem. The discussion delved into 
how founders and investors navigate 
exit strategies, the key drivers of suc-
cess, the role of governments in foster-
ing growth, and the evolving infl uence 
of private capital in the region. The 
panel featured distinguished speakers 
including Abdulaziz Alomran, Co-
founder & CEO of Impact46, Suleiman 
Al Anjeri, Co-founder & CEO of Yiswa 
App and Co-founder & Former COO of 
Dabdoob, and Elie Habib, Co-founder 
& CEO of Anghami. The session was 
moderated by Dalal Al Shaye, Senior 
Vice President at Kamco Invest.

The conversation underscored the 
signifi cance of exits in fueling the 
MENA venture capital ecosystem, 
as they pave the way for second-time 
founders, attract seasoned investors, 
and inject fresh capital into the mar-
ket. Whether through IPOs or M&As, 
successful exits provide liquidity, en-
courage reinvestment, and drive inno-
vation. By understanding the factors 
that contribute to successful exits and 
addressing regional challenges, both 
entrepreneurs and investors can better 
navigate this evolving landscape, fos-
tering a cycle of entrepreneurship and 
reinvestment. When founders success-
fully exit, they gain invaluable experi-
ence, fi nancial capital, and credibility. 
Many of these entrepreneurs go on to 
launch new ventures, leveraging their 
insights to scale faster and more effi -
ciently.

The discussion also highlighted the 
region’s growing talent and creativity 
in shaping a more robust digital mar-
ket ecosystem. While the venture capi-
tal landscape continues to expand, the 
pathway from startup to exit remains 
a work in progress across multiple 
markets. Once this process becomes 
more structured, innovation will accel-
erate naturally, driven by the fi nancial 
incentives of a well-defi ned system. 
Unlike developed markets, where exit 
strategies are more established, the 
MENA region is still navigating its 
own challenges. Key to unlocking this 

potential is a regulatory environment 
that allows agility and rapid decision-
making, as well as seamless access to 
customers across borders.

Panelists highlighted the recent mo-
mentum in the IPO market, citing nota-
ble listings such as Rasan, Talabat, and 
Nice One. These IPOs offer valuable 
insights into the region’s evolving pub-
lic market dynamics. However, chal-
lenges such as market fragmentation, 
late-stage funding gaps, and scalability 
constraints continue to hinder startups 
seeking viable exit opportunities.

By addressing these challenges and 
strategically leveraging capital market 
opportunities, the region can unlock its 
full entrepreneurial potential, paving 
the way for a thriving and sustainable 
venture ecosystem.

By 2030, the portion of market 
value tied to disruptive innovation 
could expand from 16% to 60%, 
refl ecting AI’s growing infl uence 
across industries

The last session was a live interview 
conducted by Faisal Al Othman, Direc-
tor - Equity & Fixed Income at Kamco 
Invest, with Cathie Wood, Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi cer & Chief Investment 
Offi cer of ARK Invest who believes 
that disruptive innovation drives long-
term growth by transforming indus-
tries through simplicity, accessibility, 
and cost reduction. The fi rm focuses 
exclusively on disruptive technologies, 
identifying leaders, enablers, and ben-
efi ciaries to capture long-term capital 
appreciation.

AlOthman noted that Kamco Invest 
has been investing in artifi cial intel-
ligence, automation, and technology 
through a diverse range of exposures, 
recognizing the transformative poten-
tial of these themes in global economic 
evolution. By actively seeking oppor-
tunities across the tech value chain, 
Kamco Invest is positioning itself to 
capitalize on the growth and innova-
tion emerging globally. 

Traditional investors often underes-
timate the scale and impact of disrup-
tive innovations, which is why ARK 
differentiates itself through active 
management of high-conviction port-
folios.Cathie mentioned that the con-
vergence of artifi cial intelligence (AI), 
blockchains, multiomic sequencing, 
energy storage, and robotics is set to 
reshape global economic activity. This 
transformation could accelerate real 
economic growth from 3% to over 7% 
within the next seven years.

Breakthroughs in AI, in particular, 
could signifi cantly impact the global 
equity market. By 2030, the portion 
of market value tied to disruptive in-
novation could expand from 16% to 
60%, refl ecting AI’s growing infl uence 
across industries.

AI’s ability to solve complex prob-
lems and automate knowledge work 
will revolutionize every sector, reshap-
ing business models and accelerating 
innovation. Robotics, powered by AI, 
will redefi ne manufacturing, transpor-
tation, and supply chain resilience.

Advancements in energy storage, 
particularly in battery technologies, 
will enable autonomous mobility sys-
tems and drive the transition to decen-
tralized energy generation. 

Public blockchains will play a cru-
cial role in redefi ning the fi nancial 
ecosystem by facilitating decentralized 
money and contracts, increasing trans-
parency, and reducing costs. Mean-
while, multiomic sequencing will 
transform healthcare by unlocking new 
possibilities in digital biological data, 
precision medicine, and gene editing.

The rise of open-source AI models 
is reshaping the competitive landscape, 
with new models continuously altering 
industry dynamics. As AI technology 
advances at an exponential pace, akin 
to compounding interest, platforms 
like DeepSeek will be critical in cap-
turing future market opportunities.

In China, government investment in 
AI and related technologies presents 
both opportunities and challenges. 
Overcoming regional barriers will be 
key to driving adoption and ensuring 
competitiveness. As AI technology 
continues to evolve, improvements in 
application development and training 
effi ciency will enable platforms like 
DeepSeek to expand their reach and 
compete effectively in both Western 
markets and China.

Kamco Invest and Burgan Bank 
thanked all those who participated in 
and attended the conference, which 
led to a highly successful turnout. The 
companies mentioned in a joint state-
ment that The Investment Conference 
2025 is the second edition of the an-
nual conference to be hosted to sup-
port Kuwait’s Vision of becoming a 
globally recognized fi nancial hub. Ad-
ditionally, the conferences will serve 
as a platform to share market insights, 
geopolitical views, and valuable infor-
mation regarding the investment world 
across different asset classes.

Top and above: Photos during the investment conference under the theme ‘Exploring Trends: Ideas That Move Markets’.

Top and above: Photos during the investment conference under the theme ‘Exploring Trends: Ideas That Move Markets’.
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Medical group marks Kuwait’s National Days with free consultations on Feb 25-27

Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Group to host Excellence Awards 2025
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Shifa Al 
Jazeera Medical Group, Kuwait, 
is to host the Shifa Excellence 
Awards 2025 alongside the Kuwait 
National Day celebrations 2025.

The prestigious Shifa Excel-
lence Awards 2025 will recognize 
outstanding contributions in the 
fi eld of media. This year’s recipi-
ents include Najeeb C.K., Country 
Head (Kuwait), Business Solu-
tions, Gulf Madhyamam, who will 
be honoured with the Media Rela-
tions Impact Award, and Nixon 
George, CEO, Connexions Media, 
Asianet–Kuwait, who will receive 
the Outstanding Media Leader-
ship Award. Their contributions in 
strengthening media-public rela-
tions and elevating Kuwait’s glob-
al presence, particularly among the 
Indian expatriate community, have 
been commendable.

While K T Rabeeullah, Founder 

and Chairman of Shifa Al Jazeera 
Medical Group has previously 
honoured media professionals in 
Kuwait, the UAE, and India on 

multiple occasions, these awards 
were not promoted under a unifi ed 
brand format. For the fi rst time, 
similar recognitions will be pre-

sented under the Shifa Excellence 
Awards banner.

Additionally, the event will recog-
nize employees of Shifa Al Jazeera 

Medical Group in Kuwait who have 
completed 10 and 15 years of ser-
vice, celebrating their dedication and 
commitment to the organization’s 
journey of excellence. The event will 
be further enlivened by an enthrall-
ing musical performance by the Uru-
mi Musical Band.

As part of Kuwait National Day 
celebrations 2025, Shifa Al Jazeera 
Medical Group’s three branches—
Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Centre, 
Farwaniya; Shifa Al Jazeera Medi-
cal Centre, Fahaheel; and Al Nahil 
Clinic, Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh — will 
offer free consultations with any 
doctor on February 25, 26, and 27, 
2025, along with discounts of up 
to 30% on laboratory, ultrasound, 
x-ray, injections, and procedures. 
Affordable lab check-up packages 
will also be available across all 
branches.

Committed to the principle that 

quality healthcare should be ac-
cessible to all, Shifa Al Jazeera 
Medical Group remains steadfast 
in its mission to provide affordable 
healthcare services to the people of 
Kuwait. The organization express-
es its deep gratitude to the great 
and mighty country Kuwait, its es-
teemed and noble rulers, dignifi ed 
ministry offi cials, and the citizen 
and expat communities for their 
continued support and trust.

Shifa Excellence Awards 2025 
Ceremony will take place on the 
evening of February 20, 2025.

Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Group 
is set to expand its healthcare net-
work by establishing additional fa-
cilities, including daycare hospitals 
and multi-specialty medical cen-
tres across Kuwait. The upcoming 
facilities in Salmiya and Jahra are 
top priorities and are scheduled for 
completion within this year.

Azeem Sait Sulaiman, Head of Operations; Mona Hassan, Head of Marketing & Business Development; Abdul 
Rasheed, Head of Accounts & Finance; Dr Abdul Nazar, Medical Director; Zubair Musliyarakath - Administrative 
Manager, Farwaniya Branch; Gunaseelan Pillai - Administrative Manager, Fahaheel Branch; Vigith V Nair - Admin-

istrative Manager, Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh Branch (Al Nahil Clinic).

There is ‘panic, fear and confusion’

Cancer responsible for 1 in 5 deaths in Mongolia

HIV infections could increase six
times if US cuts support: UNAIDS

Pakistan commits to global cancer battle

LONDON, Feb 10, (AP): The head of the UN AIDS agen-
cy said Monday the number of new HIV infections could 
jump more than six times by 2029 if American support of 
the biggest AIDS program is dropped, warning that millions 
of people could die and more resistant strains of the disease 
could emerge.

In an interview with The Associated Press, UNAIDS Execu-
tive Director Winnie Byanyima said HIV infections have been 
falling in recent years, with just 1.3 million new cases recorded 
in 2023, a 60% decline since the virus peaked in 1995. 

But since President Donald Trump’s announcement the 
US would freeze all foreign assistance for 90 days, Byany-
ima said offi cials estimate that by 2029, there could be 8.7 
million people newly infected with HIV, a tenfold jump in 
AIDS-related deaths - to 6.3 million - and an additional 3.4 
million children made orphans. 

“We will see a surge in this disease,” Byanyima said, 
speaking from Uganda. “This will cost lives if the American 
government doesn’t change its mind and maintain its leader-
ship,” she said, adding that it was not her place to criticize 
any government’s policy.

Byanyima pleaded with the Trump administration not 
to abruptly cut off funding, which she said has resulted in 
“panic, fear and confusion” in many of the African countries 
hardest hit by AIDS. 

In one Kenyan county, she said 550 HIV workers were im-
mediately laid off, while thousands of others in Ethiopia were 
terminated, leaving health offi cials unable to track the epidemic.

She noted that the loss of US funding to HIV programs 
in some countries was catastrophic, with external funding, 
mostly from the US, accounting for about 90% of their pro-
grams. Nearly $400 million goes to countries like Uganda, 
Mozambique and Tanzania, she said.

“We can work with (the Americans) on how to de-
crease their contribution if they wish to decrease it,” she 

said. Byanyima described the American withdrawal from 
global HIV efforts as the second biggest crisis the field 
has ever faced - after the years-long delay it took for poor 
countries to get the lifesaving antiretrovirals long avail-
able in rich countries.

Byanyima also said the loss of American support in ef-
forts to combat HIV was coming at another critical time, 
with the arrival of what she called “a magical prevention 
tool” known as lenacapavir, a twice-yearly shot that was 
shown to offer complete protection against HIV in women, 
and which worked nearly as well as for men. 

Widespread use of that shot, in addition to other interven-
tions to stop HIV, could help end the disease as a public 
health problem in the next fi ve years, Byanyima said.

She also noted that lenacapavir, sold as Sunlenca, was de-
veloped by the American company Gilead.

International aid, Byanyima said, “helped an American 
company to innovate, to come up with something that will 
pay them millions and millions, but at the same time prevent 
new infections in the rest of the world.” The freeze in Ameri-
can funding, she said, didn’t make economic sense.

“We appeal to the US government to review this, to un-
derstand that this is mutually benefi cial,” she said, noting 
that foreign assistance makes up less than 1% of the overall 
US budget. “Why would you need to be so disruptive for 
that 1%?”

Byanyima said that so far, no other countries or donors 
have stepped up to fi ll the void that will be left by the loss of 
American aid, but that she plans to visit numerous European 
capitals to speak with global leaders.

“People are going to die because lifesaving tools have 
been taken away from them,” she said. “I have not yet heard 
of any European country committing to step in, but I know 
they are listening and trying to see where they can come in 
because they care about rights, about humanity.”

ISLAMABAD, Feb 10, (Xinhua): 
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari 
and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif re-
affi rmed the country’s commitment to 
global efforts in the fi ght against can-
cer as Pakistan marked World Cancer 
Day recently.

The president said that the day 
serves as a reminder of the immense 
challenges posed by the disease and 
an opportunity to inspire hope through 
collective action, innovation, and resil-
ience, the President’s Offi ce said in a 
statement.

“By raising awareness and strength-
ening our healthcare response, we can 
collectively combat cancer and reduce 
its impact on our communities,” the 
president said.

Meanwhile, the prime minister 
highlighted the government’s focus on 

enhancing cancer care infrastructure, 
investing in research, and ensuring 
access to affordable and high-quality 
treatment for all citizens, the Prime 
Minister’s offi ce said in a statement.

He added that Pakistan continues to 
work in partnership with healthcare pro-
fessionals, researchers, and international 
organizations to enhance its capacity for 
cancer prevention and treatment.

World Cancer Day is observed annu-
ally to raise awareness and encourage 
action in the global fi ght against cancer.  

Meanwhile, cancer remains one 
of the leading causes of mortality in 
Mongolia, accounting for one in every 
fi ve deaths, according to the country’s 
National Cancer Center (NCC) on 
Tuesday.

“A total of 4,755 people died from 
cancer in Mongolia in 2024, account-

ing for one in fi ve deaths in the coun-
try,” the NCC said in a statement on 
the occasion of the World Cancer Day, 
which falls on Feb. 4 each year.

Additionally, the Asian country, 
with a population of 3.5 million, re-
corded 8,169 new cases of cancer in 
2024, marking an increase of nearly 13 
percent compared to the previous year. 
The NCC attributed this rise in part to 
improved early detection efforts.

While 80 percent of cancer patients 
in Mongolia were previously diag-
nosed at a late stage, the situation has 
improved, with the fi gure dropping to 
65 percent, the center noted.

The most common types of can-
cer among Mongolians include liver, 
stomach, lung, cervical, and colorectal 
cancer, refl ecting long-standing public 
health challenges.  

Kuwait equips trainee doctors

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The Ku-
wait Board Program for Pediatric 
Dentistry organized a specialized 
training course on treating chil-
dren’s dental injuries and frac-
tures, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Held at the Farwaniya Special-
ized Dental Center, this course is 
part of the ministry’s visiting doc-
tors program, which aims to attract 
advanced international expertise 
in various medical fi elds.

Pediatric dentistry consultant 
and director of the Kuwait Board 
Program for Pediatric Dentistry 
Dr. Anfal Faridoun explained that 
this course is the fi rst of its kind 
in Kuwait. It was specifi cally de-
signed to equip trainee doctors 

with the latest knowledge and 
practical skills in treating chil-
dren’s dental injuries and frac-
tures. Hosting globally renowned 
experts in this fi eld offers Kuwaiti 
doctors the opportunity to learn di-
rectly from pioneers and apply the 
latest treatment protocols.

Dr. Faridoun highlighted that the 
Kuwait Board Program for Pediatric 
Dentistry seeks to improve the qual-
ity of medical training in Kuwait.

She affi rmed the ministry’s com-
mitment to aligning academic educa-
tion with practical training to ensure 
the preparation of competent doctors 
capable of providing distinguished 
medical services based on the high-
est international standards.

Specialized course focuses on
treating kids’ dental injuries

A number of global experts and trainee doctors participated in the 
pediatric dental care training.

KUNA photos
A photo from the training course.

Health issues

Phones ‘banned’
in Brazil schools
SAO PAULO, Feb 10, (AP): Bra-
zilian students returned to class last 
week with a new task: staying away 
from their smartphones as a new law 
restricting their use in schools takes 
effect. 

President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
signed a bill in January limiting smart-
phone access at schools, in line with a 
trend seen in the US and Europe. It ap-
plies to public and private schools, and 
applies to classrooms and the halls. 

Phones are still allowed for edu-
cational purposes, with the teacher’s 
permission, and when needed for the 
student’s accessibility and health. 
Schools have the autonomy to set their 
own guidelines, such as whether stu-
dents can keep phones in backpacks 
or store them in lockers or designated 
baskets.

Before the federal law, most of 
Brazil’s 26 states - including Rio de 
Janeiro, Maranhao and Goias - had al-
ready passed measures applying some 
restrictions to phone use in schools. As 
of 2023, nearly two-thirds of Brazil-
ian schools had some limitations, with 
28% banning them entirely, according 
to a survey last year by the Brazilian 
Internet Steering Committee. 

But rules varied between states and 
between schools, and authorities and ad-
ministrators struggled with enforcement.

That may have contributed to support 
for federal legislation from across the po-
litical spectrum - both allies of leftist Lula 
and the far-right former President Jair 
Bolsonaro. A survey released in October 
by Brazilian pollster Datafolha said that 
almost two-thirds of respondents wanted 
to ban smartphone use by children and 
teenagers at schools. More than three-
quarters said those devices do more harm 
than good to their children.

Porto Seguro, a nearly 150-year-old 
private school in Sao Paulo, prohibited 
smartphones in classrooms last year 
and encouraged students to disconnect 
completely once a week. This year, it 
expanded its ban to include hallways, 
requiring students to keep their phones 
in lockers for the entire school day, in-
cluding breaks.

“Students were having trouble con-
centrating,” school principal Meire 
Nocito said in an interview Thursday. 
“There was also the issue of social 
isolation. Many students who used 
technology excessively would isolate 
themselves during breaks, interacting 
only through social media.” 

“Banning cellphone use has helped 
create a space for social interaction, fos-
tering relationships and teaching students 
to navigate conflicts, which are a natural 
part of human interactions. It has been 
very positive,” she added.
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Thomas Detry of Belgium smiles, celebrates after his win at the Phoenix Open golf tournament at TPC Scottsdale while holding the winner’s trophy and 
posing for photographers in Scottsdale, Ariz. (AP)

Detry romps in Phoenix Open Spurs ravaged by injuries this season

Two cup exits in week leave
Ange under major scrutiny

LONDON, Feb 10, (AP): Two cup 
exits in a three-day span have left 
Tottenham staring at the prospect of 
another trophyless season and man-
ager Ange Postecoglou facing the 
biggest crisis in his time at the club.

A 2-1 loss at Aston Villa in the 
fourth round of the FA Cup on Sun-
day came on the heels of an exit from 
the English League Cup semifi nals 
after a 4-0 second-leg thrashing at 
Liverpool on Thursday.

With Tottenham languishing in 
14th place in the Premier League, the 
team’s only chance of a fi rst piece of 
major silverware since 2008 lies in 
winning the Europa League. Spurs 
have advanced to the last 16 of the 
second-tier European competition.

In September, Postecoglou put 
pressure on himself by saying in 
an interview: “I don’t usually win 
things, I always win things in my 
second year (with a team). Nothing’s 
changed.”

He was referring to spells at Aus-
tralian clubs South Melbourne and 
Brisbane Roar, Japanese side Yoko-
hama F. Marinos, Scottish giant Celt-
ic and also with Australia’s national 
team, which won the Asian Cup in 
his second year as coach.

Postecoglou has only a few months 
left of his second campaign at Totten-
ham, where he started so promisingly 
- the team was undefeated and top of 
the Premier League after 10 games of 
his fi rst season - but has imploded, 
leaving question marks over the Aus-
tralian’s style of play.

Tottenham has been ravaged by in-
juries this seaso as the games came 
thick and fast in a number of com-
petitions, and at least now has gaps 
in the schedule for more rest before 
recovering key players like Cris-
tian Romero, Dominic Solanke and 
Micky van der Ven.

“This group of players has done an 
unbelievable job for 2 1/2 months. An 
unbelievable job,” Postecoglou said. 
“Can’t praise them highly enough 

for the effort they’ve put in - a small 
group of players playing twice a 
week since the middle of November.

“They will get some opportunity to 
recover now, we’ll get some players 
back over the next couple of weeks 
and we’ll look forward to resetting 
and fi nishing the season strongly.”

Postecoglou will hope for more 
goals from Mathys Tel, a 19-year-old 
French forward who joined on the 
last day of the winter transfer window 
and scored a late strike against Villa 
to set up a tense fi nale.

Ultimately, Tottenham was undone 
by a big error from goalkeeper An-
tonin Kinsky, who let a shot from Ja-
cob Ramsey squirm through his grasp 
after just 57 seconds. Morgan Rogers 
added a second for Villa in the 64th.

“Wasn’t a great start - it’s the last 
thing you want,” Postecoglou said. 
“That gave them some momentum 
for the fi rst 45 minutes and we strug-
gled to get some control.”

PSG starts as the big favorite to advance

Blockbuster clash as Man City hosts 
Real in Champions League playoffs
LONDON, Feb 10, (AP): 
Real Madrid vs. Manchester 
City in the Champions League 
is the accidental blockbuster 
of the new knockout playoffs 
round, which starts Tuesday. 

Surprisingly, the past two 
title winners finished mid-
table in the new 36-team 
standings format that ended in 
January. The top eight teams 
skipped the playoffs and went 
directly to the round of 16 in 
March. 

The penalty for City and 
Madrid is now to meet in the 
extra stage inserted into the 
format just to enter the round 
of 16 that they have come to 
expect as their rightful place.

Bayern Munich and Par-
is Saint-Germain also are 
wealthy and influential clubs 
now facing unexpected jeop-
ardy in the two-leg playoffs 
on back-to-back midweeks in 
February.

The bonus for UEFA and 
broadcasters is having global 
attractions in action for two 
extra games after an expand-
ed opening league phase. If 
record 15-time champion Ma-
drid is to retain its European 
title, it will take playing 17 
games instead of 13 last sea-
son.

Madrid eliminated Man 
City in the quarterfinals one 
year ago, and in two epic 
semifinal legs before lifting 
the trophy in 2022. Man City 
won their semifinal meeting 
decisively in 2023 on the way 
to its first European Cup title. 

It is a different Man City in 
personnel and personality that 
Pep Guardiola will send out 
Tuesday in Manchester.

Star midfielder Rodri is out 
injured despite being included 
Friday in an updated squad, 
playmaker Kevin De Bruyne 
is less often fit, and the team’s 
pursuit of a fourth straight 
Premier League title has been 
conceded with Liverpool the 
likely successor. New sign-
ings Omar Marmoush in at-
tack and Nico Gonzalez in 
midfield have barely settled 
in - with Gonzalez getting 
injured early into his debut in 
the FA Cup and now a doubt 
for the Madrid game.

Madrid, however, is now 
rolling as La Liga leader 
since its early-season wobbles 
when Kylian Mbappé took 
longer than expected to settle 
in.

The France superstar has 
scored nine goals in his last 
eight games, most recently 
the equalizer against Atletico 
Madrid in the Spanish league 
on Saturday. His first game 
in a Madrid shirt against Er-
ling Haaland is a key narra-
tive among many before the 
winner is decided on Feb. 19 
at the Santiago Bernabeu sta-
dium. 

Brest exceeded expecta-
tions by getting out of the 
league stage in its first sea-
son not just in the Champi-
ons League but in European 
competition. For that reason, 
the Brittany side might have 
been hoping for a rare match 
against a team from outside 

France in the playoffs - in-
stead, it got PSG.

Indeed, the teams met just 
last week, with PSG win-
ning 5-2 at Brest’s 15,000-
seat Stade Francis-Le Blé. 
That stadium in northwestern 
France does not meet UEFA’s 
requirements so Brest has 
been playing its Champions 
League home games at Guin-
gamp’s Stade de Roudourou, 
114 kilometers (70 miles) 
away.

PSG hasn’t lost in any 
competition since Nov. 26 
and starts as the big favorite 
to advance in a competition 
it has yet to win in 14 years 
under Qatari ownership.

An all-France game in 
February was impossible in 
the past 20 years because 
UEFA separated teams from 
the same country until the 
quarterfinals draw. Now the 

tennis-style seeded knockout 
bracket does not keep nation-
al rivals apart.

There could have been 
Dutch and Italian derbies in 
the playoffs but Juventus was 
paired with PSV Eindhoven 
and Feyenoord got AC Milan. 
All four are former European 
champions.

Juventus and PSV meet 
Tuesday for the second time 
in Turin this season. Juventus, 
which has drawn more games 
than it has won this season, 
beat PSV 3-1 in September 
in the first of the 144 league-
phase games. 

Bayern reached the final 
when the Champions League 
title was last decided at its 
stadium in Munich - in 2012 
when Chelsea won on penal-
ties after a 1-1 draw. 

The seven-time European 
champion has a long road 

back to a home-field final on 
May 31 after placing 12th in 
the league standings. Still, 
the blow of being in the 
playoffs was softened by 
being drawn against Celtic 
instead of Man City.

The runaway Scottish 
league leader, which won the 
1967 European Cup seven 
years before Bayern’s first 
title, hosts the first leg on 
Wednesday. 

Also Wednesday, Club 
Brugge hosts in-form Ata-
lanta, the Europa League title 
holder, which is a dangerous 
floater in the playoffs, and 
two-time champion Benfica 
travels to Monaco.

Borussia Dortmund, the 
1997 champion and last sea-
son’s beaten finalist, is away 
to Sporting Lisbon on Tues-
day. Both teams fired their 
coach in recent weeks.

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz., Feb 10, (AP): 
Thomas Detry nearly aced the rowdy 
par-3 16th hole in a stretch of four 
closing birdies, shooting a 6-under 65 
on Sunday to win the Phoenix Open 
by seven shots for his first PGA Tour 
victory.

A year after soggy conditions led to multiple 
delays, perfect weather greeted players at TPC 
Scottsdale’s Stadium Course. The fans also 
were on their best behavior - as much as they 
can be at the PGA Tour’s wildest stop - follow-
ing a mayhem-filled 2024 tournament.

Detry took advantage of the ideal conditions and 
navigated the rowdiness to enter the final round with 
a five-shot lead. Top-ranked Scottie Scheffler, Jor-
dan Spieth and Daniel Berger all made charges, but 
Detry hit it to 16 inches on 16 to seal his first win in 
68 PGA Tour starts.

Detry added two more birdies to finish at 24-under 
260, becoming the first Belgian to win on the PGA 
Tour.

Berger (67) and Michael Kim tied for second. Spi-
eth shot 68 to tie for fourth at 16 under in his second 
tournament since wrist surgery last summer.

Scheffler shot 31 on the front nine to reach 14 un-
der, only to fade. He gad a 5-over 41 on the back nine 
for a 72, dropping into a tie for 25th at 8 under in his 
second start since he injured his hand on a broken 
glass.

Yealimi Noh turned a one-shot deficit into a three-
shot lead over three-time champion Jin Young Ko in 
the span of two holes on the back nine Sunday and 
cruised from there to her first LPGA Tour victory in 

the Founders Cup.
The 23-year-old from Northern California shot 

a 3-under 68 to finish at 21-under 263 at Braden-
ton Country Club, four shots better than Ko (71). 
Noh made her last bogey of the week on her final 
hole Friday, then surged into the lead Saturday 
with a 63.

Noh was making her 111th career start, the first of 
her sixth season on tour. She made 10 straight pars, 
allowing Ko to edge in front, but holed birdie putts 
of about 15 feet on the 13th and 12 feet on the par-4 
14th while Ko made bogey on each - her first bogeys 
of the week.

Ko missed a chance to win the event that honors 
the tour’s founders on a fourth venue. She won in 
2019 at Desert Ridge in Phoenix, 2021 at Mountain 
Ridge in New Jersey and 2023 in a playoff at Upper 
Montclair, also in New Jersey. 

Megan Khang (68) was another shot back. Miyu 
Yamashita, Hannah Green and Jin Hee Im tied for 
fourth at 13 under. Top-ranked Nelly Korda, who 
won a different tournament on this course last year 
to kick off a seven-win season, closed with a 71 to 
finish nine shots back.

In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Adrian Meronk of Po-
land won LIV Golf’s first tournament under the 
lights Saturday night, shooting a 1-under 71 to com-
plete a wire-to-wire victory.

Meronk finished at 17-under 199 after opening 
with rounds of 62 and 66 at Riyadh Golf Club. Jon 
Rahm and Sebastian Munoz tied for second, two 
strokes back after rounds of 67.

Rahm’s Legion XIII won the team title.
Li Haotong of China made a 15-foot birdie putt 

on the final hole Sunday for a 3-under 69 and a one-
stroke victory over Denmark’s Rasmus Neergaard-
Petersen in the Qatar Masters.

Li let out a loud roar, pumped both fists and wept 
in the arms of his caddie after his winning putt at 
Doha Golf Club. He finished at 16-under 272 for his 
fourth European Tour title.

Neergaard-Petersen closed with a 65. 
Miguel Angel Jimenez won the Trophy Hassan II 

on Saturday at age 61 for his 14th PGA Tour Cham-
pions victory, beating Steven Alker by two strokes.

Jimenez drove the green on the par-4 17th to set up 
an eagle in a closing 4-under 69 at Royal Golf Dar Es 
Salam. The Spanish player finished at a tournament-
record 11-under 208. Alker shot 71.

Kyle Westmoreland won the Astara Goplf Cham-
pionship for his first Korn Ferry Tour title Sunday, 
shooting a 1-under 71 in light rain for a one-stroke 
victory.

Westmoreland won a day after shooting a career-
best 61 on the Lagos Course at Country Club de Bo-
gota. The 33-year-old Air Force Academy graduate 
finished at 18-under 265. 

Pierceson Coody (66) and Christo Lamprecht (68) 
tied for second.

England’s Cara Gainer beat India’s Diksha Dagar 
in a playoff in the Lalla Meryem Cup in Morocco for 
her first Ladies European Tour title. Gainer closed 
with a 4-under 69 to match Dagar (67 ) at 9-under 
210.

Josh Geary won the Vic Open on Sunday at 
13th Beach Golf Links for his first PGA Tour of 
Australasia title in almost 12 years. The New Zea-
lander shot a 6-over 78 in high wind to finish at 
13 under, four strokes ahead of Connor McKinney. 
Jamie Rutherford of England won the Cape Town 
Open on Sunday for his first Sunshine Tour title. 
He shot a 3-under 69 in windy conditions to finish 
at 14 under. Keenan Davidse was two strokes back 
after a 67.

Noh takes Founders Cup

Leyton Orient’s Jack Currie, left, challenges for the ball with Manchester City’s Phil Foden 
during the English FA Cup fourth round soccer match between Leyton Orient and Man-

chester City at the Gaughan Group Stadium in London, England. (AP)

Aston Villa’s Morgan Rogers, left, 
and Tottenham Hotspur’s Lucas 
Bergvall battle for the ball during the 
English FA Cup fourth round soccer 
match between Aston Villa and Tot-
tenham Hotspur at Villa Park, Bir-

mingham, England. (AP)

Unwavering motivation

Indian skater defies age and
defines legacy at Winter Asiad
HARBIN, Feb 10, (Xinhua): 
Vishwaraj Rajendrasinh Jadeja 
stepped off the ice, his breath still 
heavy from the grueling 5,000-meter 
race at the Harbin 2025 Asian Winter 
Games. A thin sheen of sweat lingered 
on his forehead as he walked into the 
mixed zone, his body exhausted yet his 
spirit undeterred.

“Very painful. Very, very painful,” 
Jadeja admitted after fi nishing 14th out 
of 16 competitors. “I was very nerv-
ous. But it was okay. I’m already per-
forming better than my time in 2017 in 
Sapporo. I am very happy with it.” At 
39, Jadeja has inked his name into the 
record books as the oldest speed skater 
at the Harbin Games and the most sen-
ior member of India’s delegation. Yet, 
for the father of two daughters, age is 
not a barrier but a testament to his re-
silience. He has spent nearly two dec-
ades pushing boundaries in a sport that 
had little representation in India when 
he fi rst embarked on this journey.

Jadeja’s path to ice was never a 
predetermined one - his sporting roots 
were on wheels, not blades.

He was born into an athletic family 
in Gujarat, one of the most industrial-
ized states in India and the birthplace 
of Mahatma Gandhi. His father was a 
three-time national champion in roller 
and inline speed skating, and his aunt 
also competed in inline skating. Fol-
lowing their footsteps, Jadeja made his 
debut at the national championships 
in 1999, before becoming a national 
champion and representing India’s na-
tional team in roller sports.

But something greater stirred him.
Watching the Olympic Games on 

television - beginning with Atlanta 
1996 - ignited a dream within him, a 
dream that his chosen sport could not 
fulfi l. Inline skating never made it into 
the Olympic program, forcing Jadeja 
to confront a harsh reality. If he want-
ed to become an Olympian, he would 
have to start over.

“I packed my bags and moved to 
Europe to pursue the dream of rep-
resenting India in long-track speed 
skating at the Winter Olympics,” he 
recalled.

In 2008, at the age of 22, he laced up 
ice skates for the fi rst time in Sweden, 
diving headfi rst into an entirely new 
world. That same year, he watched the 
Beijing Olympics, further solidifying 
his determination.

“It was amazing to see, and to hold 
your [national] fl ag at the Olympics is 
obviously the greatest honor of your 
life. So I think that is something which 
inspired me a lot to keep pursuing 
what I do,” he told Xinhua.

His coach Wim Nieuwenhuizen, 
who has mentored him for 15 years, 
vividly remembers those early days.

“He came as a roller skater, with-
out any idea how to skate on ice. He 
learned skating very well so that he 
could become one of the best, although 
not the fastest anymore,” Nieuwenhui-
zen said.

The Dutch coach described Jadeja 
as “a crazy guy,” an athlete with unwa-
vering “motivation, will, and courage” 
to leave India for Europe in pursuit of 
his Olympic dream.

Jadeja came painfully close to re-
alizing that dream twice. Before the 
PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympics, 
a severe back injury left him unable to 
walk for a month, derailing his qualifi -

cation hopes. Again, in the lead-up to 
Beijing 2022, he narrowly missed out.

Despite these heartbreaks, he re-
fused to walk away.

“You just want to improve yourself 
every day a little bit. And you keep try-
ing to do that over and over again,” he 
said.

Jadeja is notably the best speed 
skater in India, having set 65 national 
records in his career and participated 
in over 200 international competitions.

At the Harbin Winter Asiad, he 
is competing in four events - men’s 
1,500m, 5,000m, team sprint, and 
team pursuit. India made its debut in 
the team sprint on Monday and now 
faces the team pursuit on Tuesday.

Despite fi nishing lower in the stand-
ings in his individual races, Jadeja 
remains upbeat. “We are here to get 
inspired and inspire,” he emphasized.

For Jadeja, competing is only part 
of his mission. He has established a 
skating school, actively planning its 
expansion to nurture the next genera-
tion of Indian skaters.

“Now we’re trying to open skating 
schools all over the country because 
I’m very happy that kids are inspired 
by the whole Indian team’s journey to 
the Asian Winter Games. I hope the 
next contingent is bigger. In 2017, we 
had a very small contingent. Now we 
are almost twice as big, which is a great 
thing.” Jadeja expressed gratitude to 
coaches and personnel from the Neth-
erlands, South Korea and China, and to 
the Asian Skating Union in helping In-
dia prepare for the Harbin Winter Asiad 
and develop the sport in his country.

“It was great to see all the Asian 
countries coming together for the pro-
motion of the sport, for the well-being 
of the athletes. Together we can do a 
lot of good, great things,” he said.

Despite his unwavering dedication, 
Jadeja acknowledges that his time as a 
competitor may be drawing to a close. 
After years of constant travel, he is 
considering shifting his focus toward 
family.

“I think I will fi nish. This is my last 
year,” he revealed.

But when pressed about whether he 
might appear at the next Asian Winter 
Games, he left the door slightly ajar.

“I’m taking one day at a time. Let’s 
see where we get,” he said.

Vishwaraj Rajendrasinh Jadeja of 
India competes during the speed 
skating men’s 1500m final at the 
9th Asian Winter Games in Har-
bin, northeast China’s Heilongjiang 
Province. (Xinhua)



SPORTS
ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025

15

‘China and Kuwait share a strong connection’

Middle East skiers showcase growth at Harbin Winter Asiad
HARBIN, Feb 10, (Xinhua): Finishing 19th in the women’s slalom during her 
debut at the ongoing Harbin Asian Winter Games on Saturday, alpine skier Joud 
Farhoud of Saudi Arabia expressed disappointment with her result.

“I didn’t achieve the result I was hoping for, but I am very happy to have been 
part of this experience, and it will defi nitely boost my confi dence moving for-
ward,” said Farhoud.

At the Harbin Games, several Alpine skiers from the Middle East told Xinhua 
that winter sports are fl ourishing in their countries.

Faris Alobaid, 37, marked Kuwait’s Asian Winter Games debut in alpine skiing 
on Sunday. An investor by profession, he set aside his busy schedule to focus on 
preparing for the event.

“Sport is the best way to bring people together, fostering friendship and show-
casing different talents,” said Alobaid.

“This is an excellent opportunity to showcase our country to the world, demon-
strating our friendliness and openness for business,” the Kuwaiti added.

Kuwait has recently established several ice hockey clubs and constructed a 
high-level rink for hosting international ice hockey events.

Since 2023, skiing has been actively promoted in the country. Alobaid, who 
learned to ski at the age of eight in the French Alps, has become a pioneering fi g-
ure in his country’s skiing scene. Six months ago, he hired a coach for the newly-
established Kuwait national team. “We understand the theory of turning and not 
missing gates, we also have our equipment ready,” said Alobaid.

Though he ranked last out of 35 fi nishers in the men’s slalom event, the 37-year-
old was pleased that his expectations were met. “China and Kuwait share a strong 
connection. We really appreciate the partnership we have with China and we look 
forward to building more collaborations in winter sports.” In Lebanon, two main 
ski resorts have been established - one in the country’s north, and the other in the 

center.
“On average, we can now train in our country around 60 days a year, with 

around 50 skiers spread across Lebanon,” skier Anthony Mrad explained.
In addition to Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon, other Middle Eastern na-

tions such as Jordan and Iran have seen their alpine skiers compete at Harbin, all 
expressing their ambition to improve.

Saudi Arabia is set to host the 10th Asian Winter Games in 2029, and Farhoud 
expressed her excitement, stating, “I was fortunate to learn this sport as a child, 
and our country is remarkable for hosting the Asian Winter Games in the Middle 
East.” “The organization of this event has been incredible, and there’s always 
something to learn as we take our next steps in hosting the Asian Winter Games,” 
she added.

Faris Alobaid of Kuwait competes in the alpine skiing men’s slalom at the 
9th Asian Winter Games in Yabuli, northeast China’s Heilongjiang Prov-

ince. (Xinhua)

Anthony Mrad of Lebanon competes during the men’s slalom of alpine ski-
ing event at the 9th Asian Winter Games in Yabuli, northeast China’s Hei-

longjiang Province. (Xinhua)

Yamashita claims cross-country 
10km free gold at Winter Asiad

China seals six out of seven golds on offer

HARBIN, Feb 10, (Xin-
hua): Haruki Yamashita 
claimed Japan’s fi rst 
cross-country skiing 
gold medal at the Har-
bin Asian Winter Games 
after winning the men’s 
10km free event on Mon-
day.

A total of 46 skiers competed 
in the race, with each competitor 
starting 30 seconds apart.

Despite Chinese veteran Wang 
Qiang holding the fastest pace 
across the fi rst 6km, Yamashita 
surged in the latter stages of the 
race. The 25-year-old Japanese 
fi nished in 21 minutes and 6.5 
seconds to take gold.

 Japan’s Takatsugu Uda was 
10 seconds behind Yamashita 
to earn the silver, while Kazakh-
stan’s Olzhas Klimin secured the 
bronze in 21 minutes and 20.3 
seconds.

China’s Bao Lin and Wang 
fi nished fourth and fi fth respec-
tively.

The cross-country skiing 
competition will conclude on 
Wednesday with the women’s 
4x5km relay and the men’s 
4x7.5km relay events.

China sealed six out of seven 
golds on offer at the Harbin 2025 
Asian Winter Games on Mon-
day, with Japan bagging the rest 
in the cross-country men’s 10km 
free.

Speed skater Gao Tingyu, one 
of the six OCA fl agbearers dur-
ing the Harbin 2025 opening 
ceremony, pocketed his second 
gold at the Games in the men’s 
500-meter, following his tri-
umph in the men’s 100m race 
last Saturday. Wataru Morishige 

of Japan and South Korean Kim 
Jun-ho fi nished second and third, 
respectively.

Yang Binyu led a podium 
sweep for China in the speed 
skating women’s 3,000m, with 
Han Mei and 18-year-old Tai 
Zhien securing silver and bronze.

The Chinese skaters then kept 
the strong momentum, clocking 
one minute and 19.22 seconds to 
win the men’s team sprint. South 
Korea trailed 1.26 seconds to 
take the silver, while Japan set-
tled for the bronze.

With four fi nals scheduled on 
Tuesday to conclude the speed 

skating event, China with seven 
golds now has already secured 
the sport’s medal table title.

China added three golds in 
snow events in Yabuli.

Chinese snowboarder Xiong 
Shirui’s stable fi rst two runs 
secured the gold medal in the 
women’s big air fi nal with a 
score of 164.00 points. Xiong’s 
teammate Zhang Xiaonan added 
a silver, while Suzuka Ishimoto 
of Japan took the bronze.

China’s Yang Wenlong domi-
nantly won the men’s big air 
with 193.25 points, his compa-
triot Jiang Xinjie claimed the 
silver and South Korean Kang 

Dong-hun fi nished third.
Led by Beijing Winter Olym-

pics gold medalists Qi Guangpu 
and Xu Mengtao, China won 
the freestyle skiing mixed team 
aerials gold at ease, with young 
talent Li Xinpeng scoring the 
highest among the three Chinese 
skiers in the fi nal. Kazakhstan 
and Japan took the silver and 
bronze, respectively.

 After Monday’s competi-
tions, China leads the medal 
tally with 21 golds, 18 silver and 
15 bronze, followed by South 
Korea on 11-10-9 and Japan on 
4-4-9.

Yamashita Haruki of Japan competes during the Cross-Country Skiing men’s 10km free match at the 9th 
Asian Winter Games in Yabuli, northeast China’s Heilongjiang Province. (Xinhua)

‘Barcelona is playing with a lot of confi dence’

Barca routs Sevilla to inch closer to Madrid rivals
MADRID, Feb 10, (AP): Barce-
lona is making sure there will be 
a three-way fi ght for the Spanish 
league title. 

The Catalan club moved 
closer to rivals Real Madrid and 
Atletico Madrid at the top of the 
standings by routing Sevilla 4-1.

Robert Lewandowski, Fer-
mín López, Raphinha and Eric 
García scored a goal each as 
Barcelona took advantage of the 
1-1 draw between Madrid and 
Atletico in the capital derby on 
Saturday.

Third-placed Barcelona is now 
two points behind leader Madrid 
and one point behind Atletico.

Barcelona had a comfortable 
away win despite playing with 
10 men from the 62nd when 
López was sent off for a hard 
foul. The red card was shown 
after a video review.

It was the third straight league 
win for Barcelona, and its ninth 
victory in 11 matches across all 
competitions.

Sevilla, in 13th place, has won 
only one of its last fi ve league 
games.

Lewandowski put Barcelona 
ahead in the seventh minute with 
his eighth goal in his last nine 
games in all competitions. Ru-
ben Vargas equalized a minute 
later for the hosts before López 
put Barcelona back in front in 
the 46th. Raphinha added to 
the lead in the 55th and García 
sealed the win in the 89th.

“We needed to win to stay in 

contention and put some pres-
sure on our rivals,” Barcelona 
defender Iñigo Martínez said. 
“The team is playing with a lot 
of confi dence right now and we 
know that we can still improve. 
We need to stay on this track.”

Defender Jules Koundé made 
his 124th appearance for Barce-
lona, equaling the mark of Lu-
dovic Giuly in fi fth place for the 

most appearances for Barcelona 
by a French player. Éric Abidal 
tops that list with 193 appear-
ances.

Barcelona defender Ronald 
Araujo had to be substituted 
about 20 minutes into the match 
with a right ankle injury.

Brais Mendez scored an 84th-
minute winner as seventh-placed 
Real Sociedad beat relegation-

threatened Espanyol 2-1 at 
home. 

Defenders Cristhian Mosquera 
and Mouctar Diakhaby scored 
fi rst-half goals as Valencia 
moved to 18th with a 2-0 home 
win over 17th-placed Leganes. 

Mauro Arambarri converted 
a 44th-minute penalty to give 
14th-placed Getafe a 1-0 road 
win over 19th-placed Alaves.

Barcelona’s Lamine Yamal controls the ball between Sevilla’s Ruben Vargas and Adria Pedrosa, right, 
during a Spanish La Liga soccer match between Sevilla and FC Barcelona at the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan 

stadium in Seville, Spain. (AP)

Kuwait Club tops Al-Duhail 
in Championship warm-up

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

DOHA, Feb 10: Kuwait Club defeated Al-
Duhail of Qatar 36-27 in a friendly match as 
part of the ongoing training camp in Doha. 
This match served as preparation for the 41st 
Gulf Clubs Handball Championship, which 
will take place in Oman from the 15th to the 
24th of this month. It will face Qatar in its 
second friendly tomorrow. Afterward, the 
team will head directly to Muscat on Thurs-
day for the upcoming competition.

On the sidelines of the Al-Duhail match, 
Kuwait Club’s Handball Director, Sameh 
Al-Hajri, honored the administrator of Al-
Duhail, Mansour Al-Sharshani.

Kuwait Club has also strengthened its 
squad with the signing of Egyptian hand-
ball star Shadi Khalil from Zamalek. Khalil 
joins the team as the third professional play-
er alongside Qatari players Frankis Marzo 
and the Orange Angel Hernandez. The team 
is placed in Group 2 for the Gulf Champi-
onship, alongside Al-Arabi of Qatar, Oman 
of Oman, and Dibba Al-Hisn of the UAE.

Sameh Al-Hajri, Kuwait Club’s Handball 
Director, praised the progress of the Doha 
camp and highlighted the players’ com-
mitment to the instructions of the coaching 
and administrative staff. He also noted the 
team’s readiness for the Gulf Champion-

ship, although winger Saleh Al-Moussawi, 
who was injured during the World Cup in 
Croatia, remains out. Al-Hajri reassured 
that the medical team is working on his 
rehabilitation to prepare him for the Gulf 
Championship.

Al-Hajri extended his gratitude to the 
Kuwait Club Board of Directors, led by 
President Khaled Al-Ghanim, for their un-
wavering support and efforts in overcom-
ing challenges to ensure the team is fully 
prepared to represent Kuwaiti handball and 
compete for the title in the Gulf tournament.

Al-Hajri honors Al-Duhail administrator 
Mansour Al-Sharshani.

Al-Shabab eyes fourth straight win

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: The seventh round 
of the Zain First Division League gets under-
way with two key matchups. Al-Shabab faces 
Al-Sahel at the latter’s stadium at 8:15 pm, fol-
lowing an earlier clash between Al-Sulaibikhat 
and Burqan at 6:00 pm at Al-Shabab Stadium. 
Al-Jahra sits out this round.

Al-Sulaibikhat and Al-Sahel are tied at 4 
points, with the latter sitting at the bottom due 
to goal difference.

 Al-Shabab enters the match in top form, aim-

ing for its fourth consecutive victory as it pushes 
for promotion to the Zain Premier League. 
Meanwhile, Al-Sahel is desperate to end its 
three-match losing streak and secure its fi rst win 
of the season against the league leaders. Their 
previous encounter ended in a 1-1 draw.

Burgan looks to build on its recent winning 
form and climb further up the standings, while 
Al-Sulaibikhat is eager to avenge its 2-0 defeat 
to Burgan earlier in the competition and claim a 
second consecutive victory.

Player controls the ball during Zain First Division League match.



ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025 16

SportsPhiladelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen 
Hurts, left, holds the Vince Lombardi 
Trophy next to head coach Nick Sirianni 
after defeating the Kansas City Chiefs in 
the NFL Super Bowl 59 football game in 
New Orleans. (AP)
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Eagles deny Chiefs a Super Bowl three-peat
Hurts throws for two touchdowns to earn MVP honors

NEW ORLEANS, Feb 
10, (AP): Yo Philly: Jalen 
Hurts and Nick Sirianni 
are world champions. 

A ferocious Philadelphia Eagles 
defense tormented and frustrated 
Patrick Mahomes while Hurts made 
all the plays the offense needed.

So much for the Kansas City Chiefs’ 
quest for a Super Bowl three-peat.

It wasn’t even close.
Cooper DeJean got a pick-6 on his 

22nd birthday, Josh Sweat pressured 
Mahomes all night and the Eagles 
routed the Chiefs 40-22 on Sunday to 
secure the franchise’s second Super 
Bowl championship.

Hurts threw for two touchdowns and 
ran for a score on a tush push to earn 
Super Bowl MVP honors, and Vic Fan-
gio’s defense was so dominant that the 
Eagles didn’t need much from Saquon 
Barkley. The game-changing running 
back fi nished with 57 yards, breaking 
Terrell Davis’ record for yards rushing 
in a season, playoffs included. Hurts 
threw for 221 yards.

“This is the ultimate team game. 
You can’t be great without the great-
ness of others. Great performance by 
everybody - offense, defense, special 
teams,” Sirianni said. “We didn’t re-
ally ever care what anyone thought 
about how we won, or their opinions. 
All we want to do is win.”

Hurts has been doubted since he 
started for Alabama in a national 

championship game and was benched 
for Tua Tagovailoa at halftime. Finish-
ing second to Mahomes in MVP vot-
ing two years ago didn’t quite silence 
all the detractors. Now, he’s hoisted 
the Vince Lombardi trophy.

Sirianni, who mocked fans chant-
ing “Fire Nick!” during a victory over 
Cleveland in October and was called 
a “clown” on national television, also 
quieted critics by adding a champion-
ship ring to a coaching resume that in-

cludes the fi fth-best winning percent-
age in league history.

“Things come right on time. The 
last time around, it wasn’t our time, 
it wasn’t my time and sometimes you 
have to accept that you have to wait 

your turn,” said Hurts, who nearly led 
the Eagles to victory against the Chiefs 
two years ago in Arizona.

With Donald Trump becoming the 
fi rst president in offi ce to attend a Su-
per Bowl, the Eagles outplayed Kansas 

City in every facet, delighting a rau-
cous pro-Philly crowd that celebrated 
each score with a familiar rendition of 
“Fly! Eagles! Fly!”

Even Taylor Swift’s presence 
couldn’t help the Chiefs. They lost for 
the fi rst time in 10 games this season 
with the pop superstar in a suite watch-
ing boyfriend Travis Kelce, who didn’t 
catch a pass until late in the third quarter.

Not in Kansas City’s worst night-
mares could its fans have imagined 
such a lackluster performance. The 
Chiefs had won three of the previous 
fi ve Super Bowls, losing 31-9 to Tom 
Brady and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
four years ago.

Mahomes was 8-0 against Fangio’s 
defenses before the longtime coordi-
nator and former Broncos head coach 
outcoached Andy Reid, capping his 
fi rst season with his hometown team. 
Reid fell to 3-3 in Super Bowls, in-
cluding a loss with the Eagles.

The Eagles sacked Mahomes six 
times, the most of his career, including 
2 1/2 by Sweat and two by Milton Wil-
liams. And they did it without Fangio 
calling a single blitz.

“Defense wins championships,” 
Hurts said. “We saw how they played 
today. We saw the difference they 
made in the game. They gave us op-
portunities, gave us short fi elds. And 
we’re able to do what we do.”

Barkley, the 2024 AP NFL Offen-
sive Player of the Year, only had 31 
yards rushing in the fi rst half when 
Philly built a 24-0 lead.

Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver DeVonta Smith, right, catches a touchdown pass as Kansas City Chiefs cornerback Jaylen Watson (35) defends during 
the second half of the NFL Super Bowl 59 football game in New Orleans. (AP)

Kuwaiti Embassy in China pledges full support 
for Kuwait teams at 9th Asian Winter Games

KUNA photo
Advisor of the Kuwaiti Embassy in China Faisal Al-Mawed with the players of the Kuwaiti ice hockey team and the administrative delegation.

HARBIN, Feb 10, (KUNA): The Kuwaiti Embas-
sy in China affi rmed its full commitment to sup-
porting the Kuwaiti teams participating in the 9th 
Asian Winter Games (Harbin 2025).

This statement was made by Faisal Al-Mawed, 
the embassy’s counselor, on behalf of Kuwaiti 
Ambassador to China, Jassem Al-Najem, during a 
meeting with the Kuwaiti media delegation attend-
ing the ice hockey competitions of the Kuwaiti 

team at the tournament.
Al-Mawed expressed hope for the Kuwaiti mis-

sion’s distinguished participation in the games, 
which he believes will refl ect the reputation of 
Kuwaiti winter sports and enhance the standing of 
Kuwait on the international stage.

He emphasized that the inclusion of Kuwaiti ath-
letes among the continent’s elite competitors is al-
ready an achievement to be proud of, as they represent 

Kuwaiti sports through their athletic prowess, strong 
values, and exemplary sportsmanship, becoming role 
models that showcase the principles of Kuwait.

He also praised the efforts of Fahid Al-Ajmi, 
the director of the Kuwaiti mission, for his excep-
tional work in managing the team, ensuring that all 
necessary conditions are in place for the athletes to 
perform their best. Al-Mawed further commended 
China for its excellent organization of the event.

Breetzke’s record-breaking ODI ton goes in vain

New Zealand reaches tri-nation series fi nal
LAHORE, Pakistan, Feb 10, (AP): Kane Williamson trumped South African 
opener Matthew Breetzke’s record-breaking debut ODI hundred and led New 
Zealand to the tri-nation series fi nal with a six-wicket win on Monday.

Williamson followed his Saturday’s half century against Pakistan with an un-
beaten 133 off 113 balls -- his fi rst ODI century since 2019 World Cup - and 
cruised New Zealand to 308-4 for its second successive win.

The tournament is being served as build up for the Champions Trophy later 
this month and Williamson has tuned up perfectly for the mega event with two 
meaningful knocks.

Breetzke had earlier became the fi rst cricketer to score 150 in his maiden ODI 
appearance and guided an understrength South Africa to 304-6 after New Zealand 
captain Mitchell Santner won his second successive toss and elected to fi eld.

Williamson and Devon Conway setup the run-chase with a solid second-wicket 
partnership of 187 runs against a weakened South African pace bowling attack. 
Fast bowlers Marco Jansen and Kagiso Rabada are among seven players sched-
uled to join the South Africa team for Champions Trophy over the weekend after 
the tri-nation series fi nal on Friday.

Williamson used his feet well against inexperienced bowlers and even expe-
rienced wrist-spinner Tabraiz Shamsi also couldn’t separate the pair on a fl at 
wicket.

Williamson completed his second fastest century in ODIs off 72 balls with a 
single, but Conway missed out on his hundred when he fell for 97 while attempt-
ing the landmark with a square cut.

Conway made it to the playing XI after Rachin Ravindra got a blow on his fore-
hand in the fi eld during New Zealand’s thumping 78-run win in the fi rst match at 
the newly renovated Gaddafi  Stadium on Saturday.

The left-hander fully capitalized on a missed stumping chance when he was on 
36 and hit nine fours and a six before he was brilliantly caught at point by Senuran 
Muthusamy - one of the four debutants for South Africa.

New Zealand middle-order stuttered briefl y when left-arm spinner Muthusamy 
got the wickets of Daryl Mitchell (10) and Tom Latham of successive balls with 
the latter falling for his second successive duck in the tournament.

Glenn Phillips (28 not out), whose maiden ODI century had romped New Zea-
land to a big win on Saturday against Pakistan, and Williamson then shared an 
unbroken 57-run stand to seal the match.

Williamson raised the victory with eight balls to spare with his 13th boundary 
when he smashed Muthusamy through mid-off.

Debutant opening batter Breetzke, who isn’t part of South African squad for this 
month’s Champions Trophy, smashed 150 off 148 balls and broke West Indies 
batter Desmond Haynes’ record of 148 against Australia in 1978.

South Africa rode on Breetzke’s blitz to score 304-6.
After losing captain Temba Bavuma (20) inside the power play, the 26-year-old 

Breetzke shared 93-run stand with Jason Smith (41) - another batter overlooked 
for the Champions Trophy. He pushed the scoring rate with some exhilarating 
hitting - especially on the off side of the wicket - and added further 131 runs with 
Wiaan Mulder, who made 64 off 60 balls.

Al-Arabi drops points ahead of 
‘showdown’ with Kuwait Club

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 10: Al-Arabi 
coach Nasser Al-Shatti admitted that 
his team dropped two valuable points 
in the Zain Premier League title race 
after a goalless draw against Khaitan 
in the 14th round. However, he empha-
sized that the competition is still long 
and remains open.

Al-Shatti acknowledged that Al-
Arabi did not meet expectations, de-
spite the team’s awareness that some 
opponents would adopt defensive tac-
tics against them. He also pointed out 
that “luck was not on our side.”

Expressing his dissatisfaction with 
the limited actual playtime in the 
match, particularly in the second half, 
he estimated that effective play did not 
exceed 20 minutes. However, he con-
ceded that “it is a legitimate strategy 
for any team.” Al-Shatti urged referees 
to address this issue in future matches 
by using disciplinary measures. “We 
support the referees in their efforts to 
improve the league,” he added.

Looking ahead to Al-Arabi’s up-
coming clash against Kuwait Club on 
Saturday in the 15th round, Al-Shatti 
described it as an important match re-
quiring full concentration but stopped 
short of calling it decisive.

Meanwhile, Kuwait Club’s Monte-
negrin coach Nebojsa Jovovic empha-
sized the signifi cance of his team’s vic-
tory over Yarmouk, especially given 
recent injury struggles. He stressed the 
importance of player recovery ahead 
of its challenging encounter against 
Al-Arabi, stating, “Our goal is to stay 
on course for the title.”

Jovovic made it clear that Kuwait 
Club will approach the remaining nine 
matches as if its was fi nals, aiming for 

victory in each one.
Adel Aqla, , described the upcom-

ing match against Al-Arabi as “summit 
clash,” irrespective of the teams’ cur-
rent standings. He praised Al-Arabi’s 
strong performances and rich football 
history.

Aqla expressed confi dence in Ku-
wait Club’s squad depth, ensuring 
that the team will fi eld fully prepared 
players for the fi xture. He highlighted 
the team’s dominant 6-0 win over Yar-
mouk in the fourth round as proof of 
its intent to avoid past struggles, refer-
encing the narrow 2-1 victory over the 
same opponent earlier in the season.

On fan support, Aqla appreciated 
the growing attendance at Kuwait Club 
matches. “Even if just one fan shows 
up, we will fi ght to make him happy,” 
he remarked. He acknowledged that 
Kuwait Club has the third-largest fan 
base in the country after Al-Qadsiya 
and Al-Arabi, urging full attendance to 
support the team’s title push.

Al-Arabi coach Nasser Al-Shatti.

Kuwait squash team gears up 
for Asian Junior Championship
HONG KONG, Feb 10: The technical 
committee for the Asian Junior Squash 
Championship, set to begin tomorrow 
in Hong Kong with Kuwait’s participa-
tion, will hold a meeting this morning 
to fi nalize the match timings, provide 
instructions, and address any inquiries.

It’s worth noting that Kuwait’s na-
tional squash team has been placed in 
the fi rst group, alongside teams from 
Korea and Sri Lanka. Kuwait’s squad 
includes Abdulrahman Al-Maghribi, 
Jassim Al-Gharib, Khaled Al-Fawzan, 
and Abdulrahman Al-Sanea, with 
coaches Ahmed Abdel-Aal and Falah 
Fayez leading the technical staff.

In other news, Kuwait’s Consul Gen-
eral in Hong Kong and Macau, Nasser 
Al-Ghanim, hosted a luncheon the day 
before yesterday to honor the Kuwaiti 
Squash team delegation participating 
in the Asian Junior Championship. The 
event was attended by Deputy Consul 
General, Counselor Abdulaziz Al-Zaid.

Adel Al-Gharib, head of the Ku-
waiti squash delegation, presented a 
commemorative shield to Al-Ghanim 
on behalf of the Federation, expressing 
gratitude for his warm reception and 
generous hospitality.

Ambassador Al-Ghanim welcomed 
the delegation and encouraged the 
players to perform admirably, refl ect-
ing the progress of squash in Kuwait. 
He wished the team success and hopes 
they achieve positive results in their 
matches against Asian teams and ad-
vance to the later rounds.

 Al-Gharib presents a commemora-
tive shield to Al-Ghanim.


