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Happy National/Liberation Days to all
There will be no issue of the Arab Times on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. The next issue of the Arab Times will appear on Sunday morning. — See you then

Scan the QR code to access 
the Arab Times WhatsApp Channel

Amiri Diwan photos
Student performances take center stage at the Fifth Fence National Operetta, embodying Kuwait’s unity and resilience. Inset: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah graces the event at Bayan 

Palace Theater.

AMIR RECEIVES CONGRATULATIONS ON NATIONAL AND LIBERATION DAYS

Kuwait grants amnesty to 781 prisoners
Operetta honors Kuwait’s legacy

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24, (KUNA): His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Ja-
ber Al-Sabah on Monday received a congrat-
ulatory cable from His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sa-
bah on the occasion of Kuwait’s 64th National 
Day and 34th Liberation Day.

In his message, His Highness the Crown Prince wished 
the Amir continued good health and the people of Kuwait 
further progress and prosperity. He paid tribute to the sac-
rifices of those who gave their lives for the nation’s free-
dom and development. Reaffirming his commitment, the 
Crown Prince vowed to continue working towards greater 
achievements under the wise leadership of His Highness 
the Amir.

In response, His Highness the Amir expressed his appreciation 
for the Crown Prince’s heartfelt sentiments. He honored the mem-
ory of the nation’s martyrs, whose sacrifices remain etched in his-
tory, and wished the Crown Prince well-being, along with security, 
stability, and prosperity for Kuwait.

His Highness the Amir also received congratulatory messages 
from leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Arab, and 
friendly nations on the occasion. 

Continued on Page 5

Amiri Diwan photo
All smiles and filled with joy, students gather around His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah after their captivating performances at the Fifth Fence National Operetta.

Healthcare team ready
for emergencies: MoH

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The 
Public Authority for Civil Infor-
mation (PACI) announced today 
the removal of the residential ad-
dresses of 462 individuals from 
its records, either based on the 
owner’s declaration or due to the 
demolition of the building.

PACI urged the affected indi-
viduals to visit its offices, register 
their new addresses, and provide 
the required documents within 30 
days from the date of the announce-
ment in order to avoid the penalty 
outlined in Article 33 of law No. 
32/1982, which imposes a fine of 
up to KD 100 per individual.

PACI removes 462
invalid addresses

Continued on Page 5

Price surge hits
Ramadan goods

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The markets selling 
dates, Ramadan goods and foodstuff are wit-
nessing stagnation despite the approaching holy 
month of Ramadan, unlike the previous years.

The newspaper’s staff visited the big mar-
kets selling dates and items that every family 
needs in the holy month, specifically in Shu-
waikh, where a number of consumers and 
traders confirmed that the prices of Ramadan 
goods have increased by around 15-25 percent.

The traders attribute the increase to the 
hike of customs duties abroad, in addition to 
transportation and handling fees; while most 
countries exporting Ramadan products have 
increased levies on importers.

Bou Sulaiman said the prices of Ramadan 
goods have exceeded expectations, indicating 
the prices of dates and coffee increased in an 
exaggerated manner compared to the Rama-
dan season last year.  

Continued on Page 5

Chill sweeps Kuwait with frosty threat

New amendment imposes restrictions

PAM freezes work permits for blocked files
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The 
Public Authority for Manpower 
(PAM) announced that the First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior Sheikh Fahad 
Yousef Saud Al-Sabah issued 
ministerial resolution No. 1/2025, 
which amends some provisions of 

the rules and procedures for grant-
ing work permits through the ad-
dition of Clause No. 3 to Article 
No. 47 of the resolution, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

The amendment prohibits the 
registration of any new files for 
companies registered with PAM, 

whether for the manager or au-
thorized personnel, if it is proven 
that any existing files related to 
them have been suspended, until 
the legal status of these files is 
resolved.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24, (KUNA): The Meteorological De-
partment has forecast that Kuwait will be affected by a cold 
and dry air mass, with temperatures set to drop significantly. 
The cold wave is expected to result from an air rise extend-
ing from the northeast of the European continent, bringing 
cooler conditions to the region. Winds are anticipated to be 
northwesterly, moderate to brisk, particularly in coastal ar-
eas, which will further enhance the chilly weather, with pos-

sible frost in agricultural and desert regions.
Director of the Meteorological Department, Dirar Al-Ali, 

informed Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) on Monday that 
the peak of the cold wave is expected to occur tomorrow, 
Tuesday, continuing until Wednesday. He added that tem-
peratures should gradually rise starting Thursday.

Continued on Page 5

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: As part of its prepa-
rations for the National Day and Liberation 
Day celebrations, the Ministry of Health es-
tablished 20 temporary medical emergency 
units at the celebration sites and allocated 50 
various types of ambulances, including golf 
cars and four-wheel drive bikes, for ease of 
movement to immediately deal with any 
emergency situation.

In a press statement, the ministry confirmed 
that it assigned 250 medical emergency tech-
nicians to handle different cases in the field 
or immediate transfer to hospitals whenever 
needed; thereby, speeding up the response 
time and guaranteeing the provision of im-
mediate care.

In addition, the ministry ensured the con-
tinuous operation of about 40 percent of pri-
mary healthcare centers during the holiday; 
some of which operate round the clock, while 
others are open until midnight.  

This move aims to guarantee the provision 
of medical care for everyone, while seven 
preventive health centers continue to provide 

Newswatch

Gulf Bank secures 
$650 mln debut senior 
unsecured syndicated 

term loan facility

Gulf Bank, GUST 
sign strategic 
partnership for 

youth development
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Fajr  ........ 05:00
Sunrise ..  06:19
Zohr .......  12:01

Asr .......... 15:17
Maghrib .. 17:44
Isha  ........ 19:01

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Rather cold to cold with 
light to moderate freshening at 
times northwesterly wind to norther-
ly wind, with speeds of 12-50 km/h 
and some scattered clouds will ap-
pear with a chance for frost forming 
over agricultural and desert areas.

By Night: Cold to very cold and 
partly cloudy to cloudy with light 
to moderate freshening at times 
northwesterly wind to variable 
wind, with speeds of 08-45 km/h 
with a chance for frost forming 
over agricultural and desert ar-
eas.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 17 09
Kuwait Airport 17 10     
Abdaly 18 08
Bubyan 17 09
Jahra 18 09
Failaka Island 17 11
Salmiyah 18 11

Weather 

PM Diwan photo
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sees off his Egyptian counterpart at 

the Kuwait airport.

Students provided support to excel: Al-Suwayed

‘Kuwait in forefront to help ‘special people’
By Muneera Al-Rabiah

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24, (KUNA): Students with spe-
cial needs have the potential to academically excel in 
all phases of education, which made the State of Ku-
wait eager and willing to provide 
all necessary assistance to enable 
such sector of society to shine.

The State of Kuwait on the high-
est level, made it its mission to 
support people with special needs 
to achieve educational excellence, 
head of special education at the 
Ministry of Education Abdulaziz 
Al-Suwayed said.

Since the establishment of the 
very fi rst special needs school in 
the mid-1950s and onwards, Kuwait had been at the 
forefront in supporting this important sector of so-
ciety, he revealed, adding that in the late 1950s and 
1980s, the state had opened several educational facili-
ties to accommodate people with special needs.

There are numerous schools geared towards people 
with special need according to their disability through-
out the country, affi rmed Al-Suwayed, adding that 
such schools provided public, health, and social ser-

vices to students and their families.
He went on to say that services also extended to pro-

viding entertainment to students with special needs, 
pointing out that transportation of students from and 
to school was also an option for students.

He also revealed that grants were given to similar 
students from the GCC countries with all services 
from lodging, allowances, and monthly grants given 
to Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis alike.

On her part, the headmistress of Al-Amal (hope) 
School for audible disability Mairam Mustafa com-
mended the role of the Education Ministry in support-
ing students with special needs, saying that all services 
were provided to their students.

Similarly, the headmaster of Al-Warsh School 
for mental disability Omar Al-Kandari lauded the 
exceptional role played by the Ministry of Educa-
tion in supporting the education of people with dis-
ability.

He noted that the latest in technological advance-
ment was under the disposal of any special needs 
school, saying that such support had contributed to the 
educational excellence of many students.

There are around 20 special needs schools in Ku-
wait with 11 serving female students and nine for male 
students.

Al-Suwayed 

Egyptian PM concludes official visit to Kuwait
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24, 
(KUNA): Egyptian Prime Minis-
ter Dr. Mostafa Madbouly and his 
delegation departed the country on 
Sunday, concluding a two-day of-

ficial visit. 
He was seen off at Kuwait Inter-

national Airport by His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Dep-

uty Prime Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Sherida Al-
Maousharji, Head of the Prime Min-
ister’s Diwan Abdulaziz Al-Dakhil 
and other senior offi cials.

A view of the Catholic Church in Kuwait City.

‘Pride, glory ... national days
rekindle loyalty to country’

Patriotism comes with fun and frolic: Al-Enezi

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Assis-
tant Undersecretary for Educa-
tional Development and Activi-
ties at the Education Ministry 
Maryam Al-Enezi 
stated that “na-
tional celebrations 
are not only oc-
casions for shar-
ing joy and hap-
piness, but also a 
chance to renew 
our pledge of loy-
alty to our homeland and ex-
press our deep love for it.”

Al-Enezi made the statement dur-
ing the celebration of the ‘Ibrahim 
Taher Al-Baghli Foundation for the 
Righteous Son’ of the National Day 
and Liberation Day at the Ibrahim 
Al-Baghli Hall for Events in Rumai-
thiya.

She pointed out that “national celebrations 
are occasions that instill the values of true 
patriotism in our souls and remind us of the 

sacrifi ces of our fathers and grandfathers 
who gave their most precious and valuable 
possessions for the sake of the elevation and 
glory of this homeland.”

She extended her sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to the foundation for its kind 
initiative in organizing this generous cel-
ebration, which refl ects its commitment to 
enhance the value of loyalty to the homeland 
and instill national celebrations in the souls 
of the people of Kuwait. She added that this 
initiative is an example worth emulating 
in giving and showing loyalty to this dear 
homeland.

On the other hand, Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the foundation Raed 
Ibrahim Al-Baghli expressed his happiness 
over attending this ceremony, which was 
distinguished by the presence of prominent 
personalities including the chairman and 
members of the Muharraq House for Par-
ents’ Care in the sisterly Kingdom of Bah-
rain and the chairman and members of the 
Board of Trustees of the Prince Yousef Dan-
dan Forum.

He thanked them for attending and con-
tributing to the celebration of the founda-
tion on the occasion of the glorious national 
holidays of the beloved State of Kuwait, 
which “confi rms and embodies our sense of 
belonging to this land that Allah Almighty 
blessed us with.

It also renews loyalty and allegiance to 
HH the Amir, the people and social and soci-

etal components of Kuwait.”
He pointed out that the foundation be-

lieves in and supports the enhancement of 
national concepts among children of differ-
ent generations by activating the principle 
of social partnership with all individuals and 
institutions in civil society. 

He added that they have implemented 
many programs and activities for 18 con-
secutive years in coordination with the 
relevant sectors at the Ministry of Social 
Affairs , Ministry of Education and other 
ministries.

He continued that they worked towards 
enhancement and translation of the concepts 
of national unity as an important pillar that 
translates the cohesion of the people with 
their leadership.

He said it is the basis for the stability and 
development of the State, which makes na-
tional belongingness a value among the eter-
nal national values that everyone -- people, 
government and leadership -- works hard for 
to strengthen and preserve it, as it is one of 
the nation’s gains and a standard of distinc-
tion and respect for it. 

He expressed his happiness as they con-
tribute to supporting the work of colleagues 
and sons, wishing success for these sincere 
efforts and effective contribution to es-
tablishing the foundations of social work 
and developing their national concepts to 
achieve comprehensive development in the 
beloved State of Kuwait.

Al-Enezi

Arab world must unite on space front: KSR

Kuwait envisions Oman as launchpad for space rockets
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Founder of Kuwait 
Space Rocket (KSR) Group Nasser Ashkanani 
confi rmed at the 2025 conference on the Sultan-
ate of Oman serving as a launching pad for Ku-
waiti rockets that space exploration missions are 
considered an important step towards develop-
ing Arab space capabilities, which consolidates 
KSR’s position as a pioneer in the fi eld of re-
gional space exploration, reports Al-Rai daily.

Founder and Chief Executive Offi cer 
(CEO) of the Launching Company His High-
ness Azzan bin Qais bin Tariq Al-Said, and 
engineers Hassan Al-Mutawa and Sulaiman 
Al-Fuhaid attended the conference.

Ashkanani disclosed that the fi rst seed 
funding round will be launched in early 
2026, calling on ambitious investors to join 
in realizing KSR’s vision to make the Gulf 
region a leader in space exploration.

He explained that “it is not just about 

launching rockets, but about launching a 
new era for the Arab space industry.  We are 
proud to launch Kuwaiti rockets from Omani 
land. The choice of a launching pad in the 
Sultanate of Oman is the result of deep his-
torical relations between Kuwait and Oman, 
which have been linked by centuries of co-
operation. The strategic geographical loca-
tion of the platform between the Arabian Sea 
and the Indian Ocean enhances the safety 
and effi ciency of launching operations.”

He said the choice of the platform is ac-
companied by a future vision to push the 
region’s space capabilities towards new ho-
rizons, indicating that KSR calls on the Arab 
world to unite to lead the next space front.

KSR is a pioneering space initiative in Ku-
wait that was established in 2018.  It aims to 
develop rocket technology, support scientifi c 
research, and enhance the role of the Arab 

world in the global space industry.
It is worth mentioning that Ashkanani pre-

sented the show with the participation of Al-
Mutawa; reviewing the history of KSR from 
its beginnings to its successes in launching 
rockets, before revealing the ambitious fu-
ture plans as follows:

1. Ambition-3: a rocket that reaches an al-
titude of 15 kilometers, designed to break the 
world record for the highest altitude reached 
by a rocket powered by sucrose fuel.

2. Ambition-4: a rocket that reaches an alti-
tude of 20 kilometers, powered by a new solid 
fuel developed internally by KSR under the 
name ‘Moon Dust’, which is a highly effi cient 
and safe fuel that provides optimal performance.

3. Ambition-5: the fi rst suborbital launching 
vehicle for KSR, bringing Kuwait closer to pro-
viding commercial space services in the Arab 
world.

Church extends congratulations
to Kuwait leaders, gov’t, people
May you be blessed, my country 
Kuwait, for you have always been 
our home and a true homeland.

❑     ❑     ❑

The Catholic Church in the State 
of Kuwait extends its heartfelt 

congratulations and blessings to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (May God 
protect him), His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah (May God protect him), the 
government, and the generous people of 
Kuwait on the occasion of the National 
Day.

On this joyous day, we take pride in 
recalling Kuwait’s rich history of giv-
ing and its remarkable achievements in 
development, peace, and coexistence 
. Kuwait has long stood as a unique 
model for promoting religious toler-
ance and peaceful coexistence among 
all segments of society. It offers a safe 
and open environment fi lled with love 
and mutual respect under its wise lead-
ership.

On the occasion of Kuwait’s Lib-
eration in February 1991, the Catholic 
Church witnessed an iconic event, with 
priests and monks ringing the cathedral 
bells to celebrate this historic moment.

This event was a heartfelt expression 
of the joy, unity, and hope that fi lled the 
hearts of everyone, reaffi rming the val-

ues of freedom and peace that bind the 
people of the nation together.

In Christian tradition, the ringing 
of bells signifi es the announcement of 
good news and joy, spreading light and 
symbolizing renewed hope.

On that special day, the faces of the 
priests, monks, and citizens radiated 
with pride and gratitude . The sound 
of the bells carried a sublime message 
that combined the spirit of religious 
unity with the spirit of patriotism. This 
gesture was a symbol of the Catholic 
Church’s solidarity with the Kuwaiti 
people in celebrating the liberation of 
the homeland and marking the birth of 
a new dawn, one that heralded an era of 
stability and progress.

Finally, the sounds of the bells that 
rang on that day remain a living testa-
ment to the strength of the high spirits 
and patriotism that unite us.

We pray to God to continue blessing 
Kuwait with security and safety, and 
to crown its efforts with even greater 
achievements, progress, and prosperity. 
May He protect its leaders and people 
from all harm.

We pray that Kuwait remains an oa-
sis of peace and goodness, and a shin-
ing example of brotherhood between 
diverse peoples and cultures.

Many happy returns to Kuwait, its 
leadership, and its people.

Father Suleiman Haifawe

Ramadan timings for schools issued

Main junctions open today

Schools deserted before holidays

Smart licenses to streamline
food quality in private sector

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Ministry of 
Education schools recorded almost mass 
absences on Sunday -- two days before the 
National Day and Liberation Day.

Educational sector sources confi rmed 
that attendance rates in some schools were 
very low; as some classes recorded the at-
tendance of only one or two students, while 
some classrooms appeared completely emp-
ty, expecting such level of absence to con-
tinue on Monday.

A number of teachers and administrators ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction over this phenom-
enon indicating that the absence of students in 

this way hinders the educational process and 
affects the progress of the curricula.

Sources stated that this phenomenon is 
repeated every before offi cial holidays and 
vacations, calling for radical solutions to 
ensure the stability of school hours during 
such periods.

Meanwhile , the Ministry of Education 
has announced the offi cial working hours 
for all educational stages during the holy 
month of Ramadan for the academic year 
2024-2025.

The attendance and departure times for 
each educational stage are as follows:

- Kindergarten: 9:40 am to 1:10 pm
- Elementary: 9:40 am to 1:45 pm
- Intermediate: 9:20 am to 2:00 pm
- Secondary: 9:30 am to 2:10 pm

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Minister of Health 
Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi revealed that the 
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition 
(PAFN) and the Public Health Department 
have joined the fi rst phase of smart licenses, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

He stated that the Ministry of Health has sev-
eral branches, including PAFN, which plays an 
important role in maintaining food quality.

Dr. Al-Awadhi revealed that the ministry is-
sues hundreds of licenses but smart licenses will 
help reduce the documentation cycle, adding 
that hospitals and pharmacies will be included 

in the smart license system in the near future.
❑     ❑     ❑

Main junctions open today: Director Gener-
al of the Public Authority for Roads and Trans-
portation (PART) Eng. Khaled Al-Osaimi has 
announced that the new overpass from King 
Faisal Expressway-Road 50 to Ibrahim Al-
Muzain Street-Road 404, going towards South 
Surra and Sheikh Jaber Hospital; in addition 
to the ramp leading to Ibrahim Al-Muzain 
Street-Road 404, going towards Khaitan will be 
opened Tuesday morning, reports Al-Rai daily. 

PAAET classes go online
during Ramadan month

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Public Authority for Applied 
Education and Training (PAAET) has modified class hours 
during Ramadan in order to provide a suitable educational 
environment for students during the holy month.

According to the announcement of the Deanship of 
Admission and Registration, physical classes will stop 
and will be online from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm as per the 
schedule.

The class hours have been divided into different periods 
to suit the needs of students, as lectures will be conducted 
for an hour or an hour and a half before or after breaking 
the fast.

PAEET added that the exams coinciding with the period 
of class suspension will be determined on campus, with the 
possibility of completing some study materials through the 
digital platforms.

In a related development, the Deanship of Admission and 
Registration confirmed that the registration for courses dur-
ing Ramadan will be from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm in person, and 
from 8:00 pm until 2:00 am online. 

The authority then wished its students “acceptable fast 
and successful efforts in their studies” during the holy month 
of Ramadan.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

Parents, schools role vital to
curb kids social media misuse
“SOCIAL media is a double-edged 
sword -- one side is positive and the 
other is negative. If used in a positive 
manner, it is good and becomes a tool 
for construction, support for social rela-
tions, and means for constructive criti-
cism,” Adel Al-Jarallah Al-Kharafi  
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“However, if used negatively, it be-
comes the means for destruction and the 
consequences are under the purview of 
the law. From time to time, we may hear 
about judicial rulings with penalties, 
as a result of the 
misuse of social 
media.

“Perhaps, the 
saddest and most 
sorrowful aspect 
is the fact that 
some teenagers 
and those be-
low the teenaged 
years are misus-
ing social media, 
resulting in rul-
ings and penalties 
for a social group 
in the prime of life. This age group is 
usually in the early stages of growth, 
awareness and consciousness. They do 
not have practical and life experience, 
knowledge, and familiarity with the 
law, which makes them vulnerable to 
violations due to the lack of prudence 
and wisdom in using social media in a 
positive and constructive way. They are 
vulnerable to accountability and legal 
punishment.

“It goes without saying that these 
young people are prone to impulsive-
ness, excitement, enthusiasm, and non-
calculation of the consequences. Given 
that social media is always at their fi n-
gertips, misusage is a possibility, along 
with its repercussions, as it happened to 
some young people.

“So, what can be done to limit and ad-
dress this? There are three responsibili-
ties that must be borne, but before that 
is the responsibility of the young people 
themselves to use social media in a way 
that benefi ts them and their society.

“The fi rst responsibility falls on the 
family in terms of education and aware-
ness, the second, which is important, is 
the responsibility of the media, and the 
third is the responsibility of the educa-
tional system, which must constantly 
work on raising legal awareness. If these 
responsibilities are performed in the 
most complete manner, our children will 
be safe from the consequences of social 
media misusage.

“Yes, the legal responsibility falls pri-
marily on the young people themselves, 
but that is part of a greater responsibility 
borne by the State and society.”

Also: 
“Thank Allah and the State’s efforts 

to develop national human resources, 
Kuwait continues to achieve high ranks 
in the Human Development Index is-
sued by the United Nations, ranking 
47th among 193 countries recently. It 
recorded remarkable progress in the 
sub-indicators of the index. This is a 
source of pride and satisfaction,” Ku-
waiti writer and lawyer Dr. Abdullah 
Mohammad Al-Traiji wrote for Al-
Seyassah daily.

“Undoubtedly, we are currently wit-
nessing important transformations at 
several levels, such as enhancing the 
role of national human resources in de-
velopment, improving economic man-
agement, raising the quality of public 
services, and especially the continuous 
efforts to improve the infrastructure, all 
of which contribute to improving the 
quality of life and the well-being of citi-
zens.

“We should not expect to reap all of 
these fruits within a short time; because 
they require time, continuous efforts and 
national partnership.

“In my opinion, continuing to achieve 
high economic and human development 
entails paying attention to a number of 
important matters, as follows:

1. The population increased by about 
eight percent in 2023 to reach nearly 4.8 
million -- a high growth rate that puts 
pressure on services and government 
spending.

2. All sustainable development indi-
cators should be given attention, and ef-
forts should be exerted to achieve equal 
progress in their sub-indicators.

3. Education is the main lever for hu-
man resource development; hence, the 
need for the continuation of programs 
and procedures for developing this re-
source, raising the quality of its outputs 
and linking it to the manpower needs of 
the labor market.

4. Stimulating and encouraging the 
role of the private sector to be a partner 
in development are extremely important 
for it to play the required role in employ-
ing nationals and supporting economic 
growth.

5. Economic diversifi cation, sources 
of income, and increasing productivity 
are important pillars and goals for rais-
ing the effi ciency and competitiveness 
of the national economy, which should 
be the focus in the next stage.

6. Small enterprises are considered a 
vital economic sector, especially in pro-
viding job opportunities for young peo-
ple. This sector needs to be reconsidered 
in terms of organization, incentives and 
fi nancing, as well as protective policies 
that ensure its growth and enhance its 
competitiveness.”

❑    ❑    ❑

“It has been nearly 35 years since 
Kuwait experienced the brutal invasion 
by the fallen Iraqi regime. At that time, 
we lived through painful days fi lled with 
unforgettable memories. Throughout 
these challenging times, the courage and 
resilience of the Kuwaiti youth shone 
brightly, whether through those who 

participated in armed resistance or those 
who contributed through various neces-
sary services and tasks, all for the love 
of Kuwait”, columnist Mousa Behbe-
hani wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“Despite some negative stances from 
certain countries in the Arab League, 
Kuwaitis held strong faith in God, be-
lieving that the crisis would eventually 
pass and the nightmare would come to 
an end. They stood fi rm and remained 
resolute in their homeland, undeterred 
by danger, and carrying the love for 
their country in their hearts.

“On Wednesday, August 1, 1990, 
the meeting between Kuwait and Iraq 
concluded at 10:00 pm in Jeddah, with 
an agreement to resume discussions in 
Baghdad and, later, in Kuwait, as agreed 
upon by both parties.

“Four hours later, at 2:00 am on that 
black Thursday, August 2, the betrayal 
began. The invasion of Kuwait com-
menced, and the occupying forces seized 
all government and civilian institutions. 
The ominous statement was broadcast, 
declaring the brutal forces’ control over 
all of Kuwait’s territories, in an act of 
treachery and deceit by time itself.

“A government headquarters was 
formed in Taif, where the emergency 
government continued to monitor the 
situation of citizens both inside and out-
side the country. They provided various 
forms of aid and issued daily bulletins 
and radio broadcasts. Communication 
between the legitimate leadership and 
those steadfast in Kuwait remained un-
interrupted.

“From the womb of tragedy, hope 
was born.

“The people of Kuwait wrote hon-
orable chapters in the most painful of 
circumstances when their land was 
violated. Their sons became martyrs in 
defense of and in love for their beloved 
homeland. From among them emerged 
heroes in whom we take great pride. 
They remained steadfast, worked tire-
lessly, and defended the nation without 
boasting about their actions. They did 
not take pride in what they had given; 
instead, they humbled themselves, kept 
their deeds secret, and sought the face 
of their Lord, who does not waste the 
reward of those who do good deeds, and 
who knows the secrets and whispers of 
the heart.

“When Kuwaiti land was violated and 
subjected to a barbaric invasion, the ma-
jority of expatriate workers left, return-
ing to their countries out of fear for their 
lives and the safety of their families. 
They are not to be blamed, as it was their 
rightful choice.

“What is truly beautiful, however, is 
that Kuwaitis, from all walks of life (ur-
ban, Bedouin, Sunni, Shia), took charge 
of all the work to replace that mass 
exodus. They worked in all professions, 
from the lowest tasks, such as driving 
garbage trucks from areas of Kuwait 
to the site of incineration, to managing 
all professional and service activities. 
The reliance was on the sons of the na-
tion, who worked without expecting any 
wages. Their work was purely for God 
and for the homeland during these ex-
traordinary circumstances.

“The brutal enemy proceeded to de-
stroy Kuwait’s cultural and architectural 
landmarks, vandalizing and stealing 
them. They burned the fi les of various 
ministries, and acts of oppression and 
terrorism escalated. They also transport-
ed large numbers of their own citizens 
to settle in Kuwait and seized the homes 
of Kuwaitis.

“They sought to turn Kuwait into a 
scorched land, leading them to commit 
their most heinous crime. The country’s 
natural landscapes - its wild, marine, 
and aerial environments - suffered a cat-
astrophic blow. The invaders set fi re to 
oil wells and reservoirs, creating an en-
vironmental disaster of unprecedented 
scale caused by the deliberate burning 
of oil wells.

“Over 737 oil wells were burned, 
marking one of the greatest environ-
mental catastrophes humanity has ever 
faced. As a result, thousands of tons of 
polluting gases were released daily, ac-
cumulating in the lower atmosphere and 

increasing the 
concentration of 
carbon dioxide. 
The falling rain 
did not help wash 
away the pollut-
ants; instead, the 
raindrops carried 
dangerous com-
pounds harmful 
to humans, plants, 
animals, and 

birds.
“The enemy did 

not stop there. They looted homes, cars, 
businesses, warehouses, and govern-
ment institutions. Their acts of sabo-
tage extended across every location, 
including the theft of food, medicine, 
antibiotics, and incubators from hos-
pitals. They also abducted young men 
from mosques, streets, and homes, 
transporting them to Iraq to be used as 
human shields.

“A symbol of steadfastness in the 
face of invaders, the House of the 
Qurain stands as a witness to the he-
roic resistance and sacrifices made 
during those dark days. Nineteen Ku-
waiti young men, from all walks of 
life, fought a national battle with their 
personal weapons, bravely confront-
ing the invading forces who surround-
ed their home and bombarded it with 
heavy artillery. Twelve of them were 
martyred, while the others miraculous-
ly survived, becoming eyewitnesses 
who would later recount the events 
with accuracy and integrity, directly 
from the scene.

—Compiled by Mahmoud Attiyeh/
Simi K.Kutty

Adel Al-Kharafi

Behbehani

KUNA photos
The emergency medical team that handled 35 cases during the walkathon.

A member of the paramedic team displays medical kit 
and other items used in emergency situations.

KFF photo
Firemen, officials at the headquarters.

MoH dealt with 35 medical cases
at Kuwait Sports Day walkathon

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) Department at 
the Ministry of Health announced that it 
handled 35 cases - 23 men and 12 women 
- during the Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Bridge Walkathon 
that was part of the 
activities of Kuwait 
Sports Day on Sat-
urday, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

Director of the 
department Dr. 
Ahmad Al-Shatti 
told Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) 
that the ministry 
had been fully 
prepared to support the event, which in-
cluded several sports activities in five dif-
ferent locations.

He explained that a comprehensive 
plan had been developed to allocate 30 
ambulances and 160 EMS technicians 
for these activities. For the Jaber Bridge 
Walkathon, 16 ambulances were sta-
tioned along the route, with one vehicle 
every 500 meters. Also, two fixed clinics 
and two golf carts were equipped, with 
the participation of 76 EMS technicians.

Dr. Al-Shatti affirmed the significance 

of Kuwait Sports Day in promoting 
health.

He said he considers this as a step in 
the right direction due to the vital role 
of sports in strengthening immunity, 
preventing chronic diseases, protecting 
against heart and artery diseases, and im-
proving mental well-being.

❑    ❑    ❑

E-check of prices: In order to com-
bat artificial price hikes, the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry will develop the 
system for the electronic monitoring of 
commodity prices in the markets, reports 
Al-Jarida daily.

The electronic price monitoring system 
will provide the consumers with a list of 
commodity prices in various sales outlets 
and ease the monitoring of prices by indi-
viduals or the ministry’s inspectors. 

Through this system, the movement of 
prices of basic and secondary commodi-
ties will be closely monitored to prevent 
artificial price hikes; while allowing the 
monitoring and comparison of prices 
among the sales outlets.

The ministry set the deadline for the 
submission of bids for this project on 
March 6, indicating the amount of the 
initial guarantee for the bid is about two 
percent of the bid value.

Dr. Al-Shatti

‘Remove all tents by March 1’

KFF holds fire drill at
Hawally headquarter
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) con-
ducted a practical drill at the Hawally Governorate Headquar-
ters on Monday morning.

According to a press release issued by KFF, the drill in-
volved evacuating the building, rescuing the injured, and ex-
tinguishing a simulated fire.

These exercises are designed to enhance KFF’s ability to 
respond quickly to emergencies, ensure the protection of lives 
and property, and contribute to community security in the 
country.

National Guard to take 
part in military exhibit
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The National Guard has confirmed 
its participation in the 2025 Military Exhibition, which will 
take place from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm on Feb 25-27 along 
the Arabian Gulf Street -- adjacent to Kuwait Towers, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

In a press statement, the National Guard explained that 
the exhibition is part of the National Day and Liberation 
Day celebrations; showcasing the important role of mili-
tary institutions in fostering loyalty and a sense of national 
pride.

It added that the exhibition aims to strengthen the values 
of loyalty and patriotism, highlight the National Guard’s so-
cial responsibility, and engage with all sectors in the com-
munity. 

The National Guard will present its equipment and mecha-
nisms, demonstrating its commitment to defend the nation and 
support other military institutions.

Municipality denies issuing new orders

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: According to 
informed sources, the removal of tents 
designated for events in the Governor-
ates of Farwaniya, Jahra, and Ahma-
di from early March, as per reports 
circulating on social media, is an old 
decision that is still in effect based on 
Supreme Municipality Committee’s 
ruling issued about three months ago.

Kuwait Municipality had notified the own-

ers of the tents/halls to remove them by the 
beginning of next March. The removal of 
the notified or warned tents is contingent on 
providing alternative locations for them by 
the concerned authorities, including Kuwait 
Municipality.

The sources denied any new decisions being 
issued by the Supreme Municipality Committee 
regarding this matter, either for the actual imple-
mentation of the removal or for postponing the 
removal of the warned tents.

❑    ❑    ❑

Bid to improve services: Minister of Social Af-

fairs, Family, and Childhood Affairs Dr. Amthal 
Al-Huwailah received Ahmadi Governor Sheikh 
Hamoud Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to discuss mecha-
nisms for improving services for the residents of 
the governorate, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a statement, the Ministry of Social Affairs 
explained that the meeting held discussions on en-
hancing the role of cooperative societies in meet-
ing the needs of the community.

They also discussed ways to enhance collabo-
ration between the ministry and the cooperative 
societies to ensure an integrated service delivery. 
Discussions were also held on expanding the 
scope of social services provided by the ministry 
to maximize benefits for citizens.
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Phase 2 of beautifi cation project launched

Capital Governor praises TEC’s waterfront efforts
By Marwa Al-Bahrawi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Tourism En-
terprises Company (TEC) has launched the 
second phase of the waterfront beautifi cation 
project, extending over a distance of fi ve kil-
ometers from the Green Island to the Yacht 
Club in Salmiya.

This coincided with the National Day and 
Liberation Day celebrations.  

Present at the launching ceremony were 
sponsor of the ceremony and Capital Gover-
nor Sheikh Abdullah Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, 
Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
TEC Hamoud Jassim Al-Falah, acting Chief 
Executive Offi cer Abdullah Hassan Al-Jaafar, 
and representatives of TEC and the companies 
investing along the waterfront.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Abdullah Salem Al-
Ali Al-Sabah praised the Waterfront Project 
(Phase Two); stressing that it will boost the 
local economy by attracting tourists in gen-
eral.

He disclosed there is follow up and antici-
pation of the development projects that are be-
ing implemented until 2035, while a package 
of future projects will be launched soon.  He 
affi rmed that the Waterfront Project is distin-
guished by its support for sports activities in 
Kuwait City, as it provides the infrastructure 
for those wishing to engage in various sports.

Al-Falah pointed out that the opening of the 
second phase of the waterfront project refl ects 
the company’s commitment to implement 
tourism and entertainment projects in line with 
the aspirations of citizens, expatriates and visi-
tors. 

“We are working hard to enhance Kuwait’s 
position as a distinguished tourist destination 
by developing integrated and modern facilities 
that meet everyone’s needs, in line with Ku-
wait Vision 2035,” he revealed.

He added that the project contributes to sup-
porting the local economy by attracting more 
visitors and activating the hospitality and ser-
vices sector, as well as providing promising 
investment opportunities for local and interna-
tional institutions. 

He said the project represents a qualita-
tive addition to the tourism scene in Kuwait, 
as “we were keen to design the second phase 
in accordance with the highest standards of 
sustainability and quality.  Environmental and 
sustainability elements were taken into ac-
count in all stages of implementation, starting 

from the use of clean energy to the adoption 
of modern technologies in managing facilities 
and infrastructure.”

Operations Manager of TEC Eng. Sami 
Al-Zanki stated that the second phase of the 
marine destination project, which extends for 
about 10 kilometers, includes entertainment 
services, operational services like restaurants, 
and facilities that serve all segments of Ku-
waiti society.  He confi rmed that TEC aims to 
develop tourist and entertainment places and 
facilities for the purpose of entertainment and 
domestic tourism.

He added that “after this phase, we have 

a direction to develop and renovate marine 
clubs along the marine destination, such as 
the Marine Yacht Club, People’s Marine Club, 
and Swimming Pools Complex.  These pro-
jects will be a qualitative shift for TEC in its 
future projects and will be developed by the 
private sector over the next four years.”

He affi rmed the project has been completed 
100 percent and some comments have been 
submitted to the contractor in order to fulfi ll 
them, explaining that there is a period of about 
a year to address these comments and that the 
project was received on February 2022 at an 
estimated cost of KD 14.700 million.

Project Engineer Mohammad Al-Mugh-
mas stressed that the project was imple-
mented according to designs that facilitate 
the public’s access to walking areas and var-
ious sports.  He said the project facilitated 
all means for people of determination and 
people with special needs -- parking lots or 
special paths for them.

He added that the waterfront project was de-
signed according to the highest specifi cations 
and standards, explaining that the project is di-
vided into two phases -- the fi rst from Kuwait 
Towers to the Green Island and the second 
from the Green Island to the Yacht Club.

He disclosed that the fi rst phase was opened 
in February 2024, followed by the second 
phase in February 2025.

It is worth noting that the waterfront is one 
of the most prominent tourist and entertain-
ment destinations in the State of Kuwait and is 
divided into two phases: the fi rst phase starts 
from the Kuwait Towers to the Green Island 
and was opened in February 2024, and the sec-
ond phase starts from the Green Island to the 
People’s Mosque.

The project also includes 12.4 kilometers of 
jogging tracks and dedicated bicycle path ex-
tending 15.4 km along the waterfront. 

The company paid special attention to sus-
tainability elements, as it replaced all tradi-
tional lighting poles with solar-powered ones 
and added 40 electric car charging stations 
from the famous Dutch brand ALFEN, distrib-
uted in strategic locations within the project, 
in addition to renovating 4,000 parking spac-
es, which contributes to facilitating access and 
providing a comfortable and convenient expe-
rience for all visitors.

TEC worked hard to rehabilitate the beaches 
as multi-use spaces to host events throughout 
the year, as well as reviving the natural land-
scape in the area by removing the Conacarpus 
trees that are harmful to the infrastructure and 
replacing them with new trees and plants that 
are suitable for the climate of the State of Ku-
wait.

It added distinctive artistic touches to the 
waterfront, including artworks that refl ect Ku-
wait’s culture and ecosystem, in addition to in-
stalling dedicated benches, columns, barriers 
and signage throughout the site. 

The project also includes models of ships 
inspired by Japanese art (origami) in the shape 
of the Kuwaiti currency, while displaying the 
name ‘Kuwait’ in both Arabic and English.

Capital Governor inaugurates the launch of the second phase of the waterfront beautifi ca-
tion project.

Photos by Mohammad Morsi
Capital Governor during a tour of the project, coincided with the National Day and Libera-

tion Day celebrations.

Farwaniya Gov. photo
Sheikh Athbi Al-Nasser Al-Athbi Al-
Sabah received in his offi ce at the 
governorate on Sunday former As-
sistant Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Ambassador Majdi Al-Dhafi ri.

Farwaniya Governor 
meets ex-Asssistant
FM Majdi Al-Dhafi ri
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Farwaniya 
Governor Sheikh Athbi Al-Nasser Al-
Athbi Al-Sabah received in his offi ce at 
the governorate on Sunday former As-
sistant Minister of Foreign Affairs Am-
bassador Majdi Al-Dhafi ri for a friendly 
discussion. According to a press release 
issued by Farwaniya Governorate, they 
discussed several important issues and 
developments for enhancing services for 
the people of the governorate.

The governor expressed his pleasure 
in meeting Al-Dhafi ri, and commended 
his tireless efforts during his tenure as 
Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs.

At the end of the meeting, Al-Dhafi ri 
expressed his gratitude to Sheikh Athbi 
Al-Nasser for the warm reception and hos-
pitality. He praised the governor’s efforts 
and commitment to maintaining commu-
nication with everyone, and wished him 
continued success and prosperity.

Director General of 
KDIPA reappointed
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: A 
decree was published recently 
in the offi cial gazette ‘Kuwait 
Alyoum’ regarding the renewal 
of the service term of Sheikh 
Dr. Meshal Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah as the Director Gen-
eral of the Kuwait Direct In-
vestment Promotion Authority, 
with the rank of Minister, for a 
four-year period starting from 
March 23, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

Municipal Council OKs
major urban proposals

Land, accessibility plan advances

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The 
Municipal Council, led by Ab-
dullah Al-Mahri, held its 13th 
regular session for the third 
legislative term on Sunday; 
with all members in attend-
ance. 

During the session, the council ap-
proved the following:
■ Amiri Diwan’s request to deduct 
1,161 square meters from Hind Interme-
diate School for Girls in Jabriya; 
■ Ministry of Electricity and Renew-
able Energy’s request to allocate a sec-
ondary transformer station site One in 
Jabriya, Block 10;
■ Final approval to reorganize part of 
Block Three in Sharq, represented by 
the remaining part of the property Plot 
1A/1; 
■ Request of the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs to allocate a mosque 
measuring 852 square meters and park-
ing spaces to serve the mosque with an 
area of 1,500 square meters temporarily 
in Shaqaya Industrial Area, Site 5A for 
Al-Naeem Scrap;
■ Five recommendations presented in 
the fi rst workshop of the Committee for 
People with Disabilities regarding the 
Kuwait Code for Accessibility accord-
ing to the general design to enable its 
implementation. 

The most important recommendations 
are: organizing introductory courses on 
the code, notifying the Union of Engi-
neering Offi ces and Consulting Houses 
to circulate the Kuwait Code for Acces-

sibility to engineering offi ces and con-
sulting houses, and qualifying architects 
and specialists to implement it. 

They also recommended assigning 
Kuwait Municipality to study the pen-
alties and sanctions for not implement-
ing the code and submitting them to the 
council for study and inclusion in the 
building regulations. 

The council rejected the request of Ku-
waiti Society for the Development of the 
Educational System regarding an unused 
vacant land in Salmiya for the establish-
ment of the headquarters of the society. 

It postponed discussions on the pro-
posal of member Sherifa Al-Shalfan re-
garding the recycling of plastic bottles 
and their caps and the proposal to study 
the use of water collection basins and 
rainwater drainage channels in Kuwait. 

It returned to the Hawally Governo-
rate Committee the latter’s comments 
during the meeting held on Feb 6, 2025 
regarding violations of building regula-
tions by private schools in private resi-
dential areas for further study.

Photo by Mohammad Morsi
Municipal Council, led by Abdullah 
Al-Mahri (right), during the Municipal 
Council’s 13th regular session for the 

third legislative term.

Arab Group calls for stronger co-op

Kuwait cyber plan praised
NEW YORK, Feb 24, (KUNA): The Arab 
Group at the United Nations praised Ku-
wait’s proposal on confi dence and capacity 
building in cybersecurity, submitted during 
the ninth session of the Open-ended Work-
ing Group (OEWG) on security of and in 
the use of information and communications 
technologies (ICTs).

This came in a speech delivered by Head 
of the ICT Department at Kuwait’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Qadiri on 
Friday evening on behalf of the Arab Group 
during the 10th session of OWICT.

Kuwait’s proposal suggests a platform 
for measuring the implementation of the 
list of rules and standards for responsible 
behavior of countries in the use of informa-
tion technology.

The Arab Group considered the Kuwaiti 
proposal a qualitative addition to enhance 
international cooperation and should be 
built upon to support the implementation of 
agreed-upon standards. Al-Qadiri stressed 
the group’s support for efforts to enhance 

cybersecurity and the need to include the 
“Rules and Standards Platform” as a key 
element within the global portal.

He pointed to the establishment of the 
Ministerial Council for Cybersecurity of 
the League of Arab States, explaining that 
successive steps are being taken to fully ac-
tivate it as a specialized regional platform.

He expressed the Arab Group’s aspira-
tion to achieve a smooth transition to the 
permanent mechanism for regular institu-
tional dialogue next July, praising their ef-
forts to discuss cybersecurity issues.

Al-Qadiri added that the continuous in-
crease in the use of digital technology and 
reliance on cyber systems would require 
strengthening international cooperation to 
confront threats that include attacks on in-
frastructure, disinformation campaigns, and 
ransomware attacks.

He stressed the full support of Kuwait 
for establishing a global portal dedicated to 
cooperation in ICTs security and capacity 
building led by member states.
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US envoy refl ects on Kuwait’s
National and Liberation Days

Ambassador affi rms strong defense ties

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: American 
Ambassador to Kuwait Karen Sasa-
hara said the National Day and Liber-
ation Day are two occasions represent-
ing pivotal moments in  the history of 
Kuwait.

“More than three decades ago; Kuwaiti, Ameri-
can and coalition forces worked together to liberate 
Kuwait, establishing a partnership that has grown 
stronger over time. We honor the courage and sacri-
fi ce of those who fought and gave their lives for Ku-
wait’s freedom and sovereignty,” Sasahara added.

She affi rmed that the “United States of America is 
proud to have led the coalition that came to Kuwait’s 
aid. It remains committed to the steadfast partnership. 
Over the decades, our defense cooperation has contin-
ued and strengthened.”

South African Minister Dean Macpherson
concludes successful two-day Kuwait visit
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The South 
Africa Minister of Public Works & 
Infrastructure, Dean Macpherson, and 
his delegation concluded a success-
ful two-day visit to Kuwait as part 
of a Middle East tour which also in-
cludes the United Arab Emirates, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and Qatar, 
from 20 to 28 February, to attract ad-
ditional investment into South African 
infrastructure projects, aimed at ignit-
ing economic growth and job creation. 
The Minister’s visit is the fi rst to Ku-
wait by a South African Minister under 
the newew administration. His delega-
tion included the Limpopo Member 
of the Executive Council (MEC) for 
Public Works & Infrastructure, Ernest 
Rachoene, Chairperson of the eThek-
wini Municipality Economic Devel-
opment and Planning Committee, 
Thembubuhle Ntuli, and Acting Head 
of Infrastructure South Africa (ISA), 
Mameetse Masemola.

Among the stakeholders engaged 
were the Minister of State for Mu-
nicipal Affairs and Minister of State 
for Housing Affairs of the State of 
Kuwait, Kuwait Investment Author-
ity, the oldest and one of the largest 
sovereign wealth funds in the world, 
and the Kuwait Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry. The delegation 
aims to build fruitful relationships 
with funding institutions to stimulate 
interest in South Africa’s infrastruc-
ture pipeline of projects, with the 
goal of closing the infrastructure in-
vestment gap.

“Our visit to Kuwait demonstrates 
our commitment to achieving our 
goal of attracting an additional R100 
billion in funding for South African 
infrastructure projects during the sev-

enth administration. The meetings held 
with the Minister of State for Munici-
pal Affairs and Minister of State for 
Housing Affairs of the State of Kuwait, 
the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry and the Kuwait Invest-
ment Authority - the world’s oldest 
sovereign wealth fund - will undoubt-
edly contribute towards turning South 
Africa into a construction site, growing 
the economy, and creating jobs,” said 
Minister Macpherson.

“We extend our gratitude to the 
South African Mission in Kuwait and 
their Acting Head of Mission, Ms Bu-
sisiwe Mpungose, for the invaluable 
role they played in facilitating numer-
ous meetings and engagements in the 
best interests of the South African 
people. The work of marketing South 
Africa abroad and attracting invest-
ment is precisely what our Embassies 
are intended to do, and we commend 
the Mission in Kuwait for fulfi lling 
this role.”

Limpopo MEC for Public Works & 
Infrastructure, Ernest Rachoene, reit-
erated the province’s commitment to 
working with stakeholders to attract 
additional investment, which will con-
tribute to improving the lives of South 
Africans in the region.

KUNA photo
A view of the meetings of the Min-
ister of Public Works and Infra-
structure in South Africa, Dean 
Macpherson, during his visit to the 

State of Kuwait.

Chill sweeps

Kuwait grants PAM freezes

Price surge

Healthcare team

Today’s weather has already seen a 
noticeable drop in temperatures, with 
conditions described as cold and partly 
cloudy. Winds will be from the north-
westerly to northwesterly direction, 
light to moderate, and occasionally ac-
tive, ranging from 15 to 45 km/h, with 
a chance of light, scattered rain. The 
expected maximum temperatures will 
range from 13 to 16 degrees Celsius, 
and the sea state will be light to moder-
ate, with waves rising to 2-6 feet.

Al-Ali emphasized that the weath-
er this evening will be cold to very 
cold, with northwesterly to northerly 
winds ranging from 15 to 50 km/h, 
particularly in coastal areas. There 
will also be a chance of frost in ag-
ricultural and desert regions, with 
minimum temperatures expected be-
tween 2 to 4 degrees Celsius. The sea 
state will be moderate to high, with 
waves from 3 to 6 feet.

For Tuesday, the weather will be 
cold, with northwesterly to northerly 
winds ranging from 12 to 50 km/h, oc-
casionally active. Scattered clouds are 
expected, and frost could develop in 
agricultural and desert areas. The max-
imum temperatures will be between 12 
and 14 degrees Celsius, with moderate 
to high waves in the sea, ranging from 
3 to 6 feet.

Expressing his gratitude, he ex-
tended his best wishes to these nations, 
emphasizing Kuwait’s commitment to 
strong and enduring ties.

The celebrations continued with the 
Fifth Fence National Operetta held un-
der the patronage and in the presence 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Me-
shal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at 
Bayan Palace Theater.

The event was attended by His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sa-
bah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
and senior state offi cials.

The ceremony commenced with the 
national anthem, followed by a vibrant 
student performance celebrating Ku-
wait’s unity, resilience, and leadership. 
The operetta highlighted the nation’s 
steadfast commitment to safeguard-
ing its sovereignty. A commemorative 
gift was presented to His Highness the 
Amir before his departure.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Inte-
rior announced that 781 prisoners 
have been granted Amiri pardon as per 
Amiri Decree No. 33/2025; thereby, 
exempting them from the requirement 
to serve the remaining prison sentence, 
restriction of freedom, judicial depor-
tation or reduced sentence for some on 
the occasion of the 64th National Day.

In a press statement, the ministry 
confi rmed this is in compliance with 
the directives of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and the abovemen-
tioned Amiri Decree.

According to the ministry, the Cor-
rectional Institutions and Implementa-
tion of Judgments Sector implemented 
the Amiri pardon in the presence of 
First Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef 
Saud Al-Sabah, who affi rmed the 
State’s commitment to fully support 
those released through the Amiri par-
don. He urged them to invest this pre-
cious opportunity on a new beginning 
based through commitment to the law 
and positive integration into society.

He stressed the need to avoid past 
mistakes, indicating that society ex-
pects them to contribute to its con-
struction and development. He added 
“pardon is an irreplaceable opportu-
nity and everyone should seize it to en-
sure a more stable and secure future.”

He recommended opening a special 
offi ce to follow up those pardoned to 
ease their reintegration into society 
and provide them with the necessary 
support through rehabilitation and 
guidance programs that contribute to 
achieving social stability and enabling 
them to start a new life based on com-
mitment and responsibility.

He addressed those who were re-
leased: For those who might be facing 
a problem, I will try every way to help 
you. Your job will be returned to you 

on the condition that you stop toeing 
wrong path you toed before.”

The Director of the Public Relations 
and Media Department and offi cial 
spokesperson of PAM Mohammad 
Al-Muzaini revealed that suspension 
cases include:

■ The presence of one or more inac-
tive licenses registered on the fi le

■ The presence of one or more li-
censes on a blocked fi le

■ The presence of licenses without 
a registered address.

Al-Muzaini stressed that the resolu-
tion also prohibits certain procedures 
for these companies, such as adding 
new licenses, updating license data 
(e.g., changing address or details), 
adding new workers, or estimating la-
bor needs.

He demanded that the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry should inten-
sify its campaigns in the markets to 
stop this unreasonable price hike.

Umm Hamoud compared the prices 
of Ramadan goods this year to “fi re” 
due to traders who exploit the Rama-
dan season, wondering if it is reasona-
ble that the price of a kilogram of dates 
that was sold for KD2.250 before has 
now reached KD3.500.

She indicated that dates at lower 
prices are unsuitable for many fami-
lies, while some of them are only 
valid for a year or some months.  She 
thought that prices in Shuwaikh food 
markets are lower than those in coop-
eratives and parallel markets, but she 
was surprised as the prices are high 
compared to last year. 

Jamal Al-Mutairi called on the 
Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try to intensify control over food 
markets to stop the manipulation of 
traders, especially since all consum-
ers -- citizens and expatriates -- have 
noticed a huge increase in the prices 
of Ramadan goods at very high rates 
compared to last year despite the 
availability of all products in the 
markets.

their services in the morning period in 
all governorates to ensure the continu-
ation of work on preventive programs.

For oral and dental health services, 
dental emergency clinics affi liated with 
schools; and clinics designated for adults 
in specialized dental centers, public hos-
pitals or primary health care centers, will 
continue to provide their services.

Moreover, the Central Blood Bank 
in Jabriya and the Blood Transfusion 
Cooperative Center in Ahmadi Health 
District will continue to receive donors 
until 7:00 pm to ensure the availability 
of blood supply during the holiday.

The emergency departments in hos-
pitals remain on alert, operating round 
the clock; as the staff will work in shifts 
to guarantee the continuity of providing 
health services with high effi ciency.

In other news, the General Traffi c 
Department has established guidelines 
for decorating vehicles during national 
holidays, which are as follows:

■ Do not tint or place stickers on 
the front or rear windows that obstruct 
visibility.

■ Do not cover the vehicle’s body 
with stickers or other materials.

■ Do not cover the front or rear li-
cense plates of the vehicle.

■ Do not install fl ags outside the ve-
hicle’s body, as they may pose a dan-
ger to others.

Other guidelines issued by the Gen-
eral Traffi c Department included:

■ Do not reduce vehicle speed be-
low the minimum limit to avoid ob-
structing traffi c

■ Children under the age of ten 
should sit in the back seats for safety

■ Passengers should not lean out of 
the vehicle’s windows or sit on top of 
the vehicle

■ Seat belts are mandatory.
The General Traffi c Department urged 

everyone to cooperate to ensure that the 
celebrations remain civilized, sophisti-
cated, and safe. It stressed the need for 
motorists to pay attention while driving.

Continued from Page 1

KUNA photo
US Ambassador to Kuwait Karen Sasahara delivers speech.



GENEVA, Feb 24, (AP): UN Sec-
retary-General António Guterres 
says human rights are being “suf-
focated” around the world, lashing 
out at voices of division and anger 
who see them as a barrier to their 
quest for power and profit.

In a speech to the Human Rights 
Council, Guterres decried Rus-
sia’s full-scale war in Ukraine 
that marked its third anniversary 
Monday, appealed for a perma-
nent cease-fire between Palestin-
ian militants and Israel, and urged 
respect for Congo’s territorial in-
tegrity, among other things.

While reiterating many of his 
concerns about conflict and cli-

mate change, the UN chief said 
he would propose new ideas to the 
Security Council aimed to bring 
greater stability and security for 
the people of Haiti, where a mul-
tinational security support mission 
has been deployed.

Guterres depicted a world 
where human rights were “on the 
ropes and being pummeled hard” 
by warmongers, a “morally bank-
rupt global financial system” that 
favors profits over planet protec-
tions, those who might exploit ar-
tificial intelligence to harm people, 
and leaders who seek to demon-
ize migrants or restrict women’s 
rights.
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Trump meets with Macron as uncertainty grows about US ties to Europe

Democratic governors balance whether to fi ght
or pacify after Trump threatens one of their own

Western leaders visit Ukraine’s capital to
show support on war’s third anniversary

Merz on course to take Germany’s top job
after election and vows to unite Europe

Ex-Secret Service agent Bongino
 picked as FBI deputy director

Ramaswamy set to 
join Ohio gov’s race

WASHINGTON, Feb 24, (AP): US 
President Donald Trump welcomed 
French President Emmanuel Macron to 
the White House for talks on Monday 
at a moment of deep uncertainty about 
the future of transatlantic relations, 
with Trump transforming American 
foreign policy and effectively tuning 
out European leadership as he looks to 
quickly end Russia’s war in Ukraine.

The two leaders were starting their 
day by taking part in a virtual meet-
ing with fellow leaders of the Group 
of Seven economies to discuss the war.

Trump also has made demands for 
territory - Greenland, Canada, Gaza 
and the Panama Canal - as well as pre-
cious rare earth minerals from Ukraine. 
Just over a month into his second term, 
the “America First” president has 
cast an enormous shadow over what 
veteran US diplomats and former 
government offi cials had regarded as 

America’s calming presence of global 
stability and continuity.

Despite some notable hiccups, the 
military, economic and moral power 
of the United States has dominated the 
post-World War II era, most notably 
after the Cold War came to an end with 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. All of 
that, some fear, may be lost if Trump 
gets his way and the US abandons the 
principles under which the United Na-
tions and numerous other international 
bodies were founded.

“The only conclusion you can draw 
is that 80 years of policy in standing 
up against aggressors has just been 
blown up without any sort of discus-
sion or refl ection,” said Ian Kelly, a 
US ambassador to Georgia during the 
Obama and fi rst Trump administration 
and now a professor at Northwestern 
University.

“I’m discouraged for a lot of reasons, 

but one of the reasons is that I had taken 
some encouragement at the beginning 
from the repeated references to ‘peace 
through strength,’” Kelly added. “This 
is not peace through strength - this is 
peace through surrender.”

Trump, a Republican, is hosting 
Macron on Monday, the three-year an-
niversary of the war in Ukraine. Trump 
is set to hold a meeting Thursday with 
another key European leader, British 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

Their visits come after Trump shook 
Europe with repeated criticism of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy for failing to negotiate an end 
to the war and rebuffi ng a push to sign 
off on a deal giving the US access to 
Ukraine’s rare earth minerals, which 
could be used in the American aero-
space, medical and tech industries.

European leaders also were dis-
mayed by Trump’s decision to dis-

patch top aides for preliminary talks 
with Russian offi cials in Saudi Arabia 
without Ukrainian or European offi -
cials at the table.

Another clash is set to play out at the 
UN on Monday after the US proposed a 
competing resolution that lacks the same 
demands as one from Ukraine and the 
European Union for Moscow’s forces to 
immediately withdraw from the country.

On the minerals deal, Zelenskyy 
initially bristled, saying it was short 
on security guarantees for Ukraine. He 
said Sunday on X that “we are mak-
ing great progress” but noted that “we 
want a good economic deal that will be 
part of a true security guarantee system 
for Ukraine.”

Trump administration offi cials say 
they expect to reach a deal this week 
that would tie the US and Ukrainian 
economies closer together - the last 
thing that Russia wants.

WASHINGTON, Feb 24, (AP): US 
President Donald Trump’s real-time 
confrontation with Maine’s governor 
over athletes captured the conundrum 
many Democratic governors are facing 
in the Republican’s second term.

Gov. Janet Mills’ vow that she 
would see Trump in court over his 
threat to withhold money from the 
state if it didn’t comply with his ex-
ecutive order delighted Democrats 
who want more strident pushback. But 
the dust-up that played out in the open 
Friday as Trump hosted governors at 
the White House ticked off a president 
known to retaliate against people he 
considers enemies.

Hours after the spat, the federal De-
partment of Education announced it 
was initiating an investigation into the 
Maine Department of Education over 
the inclusion of trans athletes. Trump 
doesn’t want them playing in girls and 
women’s sports; Maine law bars dis-
crimination based on gender identity.

“Any time a public interaction like 
that takes place, it’s coming from a per-
son who’s grounded in their values,” 
Michigan Gov Gretchen Whitmer said 
in an interview Sunday. “I love Janet 
Mills and I appreciate her for standing 
up. I also know that there’s always a 
cost that comes with that.”

The Democrats who lead the na-
tion’s most populous states were in 
Washington for a meeting of the Na-
tional Governors Association, where 
they tried to strike a balance between 

their states’ needs and their feelings 
about Trump.

Whitmer, known for clashing with 
Trump during his fi rst term over the 
federal COVID-19 response, cam-
paigned vigorously against him in 
2024 on behalf of Democratic nominee 
Vice President Kamala Harris. Whit-
mer said she sat next to Trump at a 
White House dinner on Saturday night.

“I was the only Democrat at the 
table. I was a little surprised. I think 
everyone in the room was a little sur-
prised, to be honest,” she said. “But I 

took the opportunity to talk a little bit 
about tariffs.”

Michigan and other states could be 
signifi cantly affected by some of the 
president’s early proposals. For exam-
ple, Michigan expects nearly 42% of 
its budget to come from federal funds 
and relies heavily on trade with Cana-
da, which now faces potential Trump-
imposed trade penalties.

A federal judge is considering a re-
quest to block the administration from 
freezing trillions of dollars in grants 
and loans, a move that could severe-

ly impact states. At the same time, 
Trump’s key ally, Elon Musk, is push-
ing to shrink the federal government, 
with likely ripples nationwide. About 
80% of the roughly 2 million people 
in the federal workforce live outside 
metro Washington, dispersed across 
the country.

“I’m very worried that people are 
going to make make decisions without 
a real understanding of what the rami-
fi cations are going to be for the Ameri-
can public,” Whitmer said. Musk, she 
said, is “dangerous.”

At discussion panels and news con-
ferences at the meetings, state leaders 
struck a conciliatory tone.

“We always hope that people can 
disagree in a way that elevates the dis-
course and tries to come to a common 
solution,” said Democratic Gov. Jared 
Polis of Colorado, the association’s 
chair, when asked about the Trump-
Mills exchange. “I don’t think that 
disagreement was necessarily a model 
of that,” he said.

Gov. Kathy Hochul, D-N.Y., met 
with Trump for more than an hour on 
Friday afternoon to discuss Manhat-
tan’s congestion tolling. Trump or-
dered a halt to the program, a key Ho-
chul priority, and declared in a social 
media post: “Long live the king!”

Asked about the meeting, Hochul 
told CBS’ “Face the Nation” that it 
was “adversarial” and said New York-
ers “need to know I’m willing to take 
the fi ght wherever I have to.”

KYIV, Ukraine, Feb 24, (AP): More 
than a dozen Western leaders attended 
events in Ukraine on Monday marking 
the third anniversary of the country’s 
war with Russia, many pledging more 
military aid in a conspicuous show of 
support for Kyiv as uncertainty deep-
ened over the commitment of US 
President Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration to helping it fend off Russia’s 
invasion.

The fourth year of fi ghting could be 
pivotal, as Trump uses his return to 
offi ce last month to press for a peace 
deal. But Ukrainian and European 
offi cials have been rattled by his cor-
dial approach to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and his tough words 
for Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy.

World security is at stake in talks 
over how the war ends, European 
Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen warned.

“The autocrats around the world 
are watching very carefully whether 
there’s any impunity if you violate 
international borders or invade your 
neighbor, or if there is true deter-
rence,” she told a conference in Kyiv.

Some observers say Russian success 
in Ukraine could embolden China’s 
own ambitions. Just as Moscow claims 
that Ukraine is rightfully Russian terri-
tory, China claims the self-governing 
island of Taiwan as its own.

In a cascade of unwelcome develop-
ments for Kyiv, Trump has in recent 
days called Zelenskyy a dictator, sug-
gested Ukraine is to blame for the war 

and ended Putin’s three-year diplomat-
ic isolation by the United States. U.S. 
offi cials have also indicated to Ukraine 
that its hopes of joining NATO are un-
likely to be realized and that it prob-
ably won’t get back the land that Rus-
sia’s army has occupied, amounting to 
nearly 20% of the country.

Meanwhile, Putin’s troops are mak-
ing steady progress on the battlefi eld 
while Ukraine is grappling with short-
ages of troops and weapons.

Some of Ukraine’s most important 
backers, including European leaders 
and Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, were among the stream of 
dignitaries arriving by train in Kyiv. 
Others spoke at a conference via video 
link.

The guests had similar messages: 
Ukraine and its European partners 
must be consulted in any peace ne-
gotiations, Putin’s ambitions must be 
thwarted, and Europe must take on 
more of the burden for its own de-
fense.

The shift in Washington’s policy has 
set off alarm bells in Europe, where 
governments fear being sidelined by 
the US in efforts to secure a peace deal 
and are mulling how they might pick 
up the slack of any cut in U.S. aid for 
Ukraine. The changes have also placed 
strain on transatlantic relations.

European Council President Anto-
nio Costa on Sunday announced that 
he would convene an emergency sum-
mit of the 27 EU leaders in Brussels 
on March 6, with Ukraine at the top of 
the agenda.

“We are living a defi ning moment 
for Ukraine and European security,” 
he said in a post on social media.

EU foreign ministers on Monday 
approved a new raft of sanctions 
against Russia. The measures target 
Russia’s so-called “shadow fl eet” of 
ships that it uses to skirt restrictions 
on transporting oil and gas, or to carry 
stolen Ukrainian grain. The EU said 
74 vessels were added to its shadow 
fl eet list.

Asset freezes and travel bans were 
imposed on 83 offi cials and “entities” 
- usually government agencies, banks 
or companies.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sánchez said his country would pro-
vide a 1 billion-euro ($1.04 billion) 
military systems package to Ukraine 
this year.

Starmer said Ukrainians’ voices 
“must be at the heart of the drive for 
peace,” while Trump’s intervention 
had “changed the global conversation” 
and “created an opportunity.”

“Russia does not hold all the cards 
in this war,” he said.

Coming off a victory in Sunday’s 
German elections, conservative leader 
Friedrich Merz - also a staunch backer 
of Ukraine - posted on X Monday: 
“More than ever, we must put Ukraine 
in a position of strength.”

“For a fair peace, the country that is 
under attack must be part of peace ne-
gotiations,” he wrote.

On Sunday, Russia launched its big-
gest single drone attack of the war, 
pounding Ukraine with 267 drones.

BERLIN, Feb 24, (AP): Friedrich 
Merz, on course to become post-
World War II Germany’s 10th chan-
cellor after the country’s election, has 
vowed to prioritize European unity 
and the continent’s security as it grap-
ples with the new Trump administra-
tion and Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Merz’s task will be complicated 
by the need to form a coalition with 
the center-left Social Democrats of 
outgoing Chancellor Olaf Scholz. He 
has repeatedly pledged not to work 
with the far-right anti-immigrant Al-
ternative for Germany party despite 
their second-place fi nish.

The 69-year-old conservative 
leader heads the center-right Union 
bloc, which won Germany’s national 
election with 28.5% of the votes.

“I am also aware of the scale of the 
task that now lies ahead of us,” he 
told supporters after his victory Sun-
day night. “The world out there isn’t 
waiting for us, and it isn’t waiting for 
long-drawn-out coalition talks and 
negotiations.”

The top job has been late in com-

ing for Merz, a lawyer by profession, 
who saw his ascent derailed by former 
Chancellor Angela Merkel in the early 
2000s and even turned his back on ac-

tive politics for several years. Despite 
his political experience, he is heading 
to the chancellery without previously 
having served in government.

WASHINGTON, Feb 24, (AP): Dan 
Bongino, a former US Secret Service 
agent who has penned best-selling 
books, ran unsuccessfully for offi ce 
and gained fame as a conservative 
pundit with TV shows and a popular 
podcast, has been chosen to serve as 
FBI deputy director.

President Donald Trump announced 
the appointment Sunday night in a post 
on his Truth Social platform, prais-
ing Bongino as “a man of incredible 
love and passion for our Country.” He 
called the announcement “great news 
for Law Enforcement and American 

Justice.”
The selection places two staunch 

Trump allies atop the nation’s premier 
federal law enforcement agency at a 
time when Democrats are concerned 
that the president could seek to target 
his adversaries. Bongino would serve 
under Kash Patel, who was sworn in 
as FBI director at the White House on 
Friday and who has signaled his intent 
to reshape the bureau, including by re-
locating hundreds of employees from 
its Washington headquarters and plac-
ing greater emphasis on the FBI’s tra-
ditional crime-fi ghting duties.

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Feb 24, (AP): 
Vivek Ramaswamy, the Cincin-
nati-born biotech entrepreneur who 
departed the Department of Govern-
ment Effi ciency initiative on Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s fi rst day, was 
expected to launch his bid for Ohio 
governor Monday.

Ramaswamy, 39, is set to kick off 
his campaign in Cincinnati, joining 

the 2026 Re-
publican prima-
ry just a month 
after presumed 
frontrunner and 
then-Lt. Gov. 
Jon Husted left 
the running 
to take a U.S. 
Senate appoint-
ment.

Ramaswamy 
sought the GOP 

nomination for president in 2024 be-
fore dropping out to back Trump, 
who later tapped him to co-chair the 
effi ciency initiative with billionaire 
Elon Musk. A near-billionaire him-
self, Ramaswamy has promoted his 
ties to Trump as he lines up key en-
dorsements and donors in the gover-
nor’s race, but the president has made 
no formal endorsement yet.

Ramaswamy joins a competitive 
GOP primary fi eld to succeed Re-
publican Gov Mike DeWine, 78, a 
veteran center-right politician who is 
term-limited.

US president set to hold meeting Thursday with British PM Starmer

US President-elect Donald Trump, (left), attends a meeting with France’s Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron at the Elysee Palace in Paris on Dec 7, 2024. (AP)

Michigan Gov Gretchen Whitmer speaks at the Detroit Auto Show on Jan 
15, in Detroit. (AP)

Switzerland’s Ambassador Juerg Lauber, (left), President of the 
Human Rights Council, and UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres, attend the High-Level Segment of the 58th session of the 
Human Rights Council at the European headquarters of the United 

Nations in Geneva, Switzerland on Feb 24. (AP)

Friedrich Merz, (center), leader of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), 
receives fl owers and applause from board members Julia Kloeckner, (left), 
Christina Stumpp, (second from left), Carsten Linnemann, (second from 
right), and Silvia Breher, (right), at the CDU’s headquarters, in Berlin, Ger-

many on Feb 24. (AP)

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Offi ce, European leaders attending the ceremony at the 
memorial to the fallen Ukrainian soldiers on Independence Square in Kyiv, Ukraine on Feb 24. (AP)

Conservative commentator Dan Bongino speaks at the Conservative Po-
litical Action Committee annual conference in National Harbor, Md., on 

March 6, 2014. (AP)

Human rights being suffocated
by autocrats, warmongers: UN

Ramaswamy
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DPRK condemns 11 nations for
convening meet on sanctions

President Xi Jinping tells Putin that China pleased 
with Russia’s efforts to end Ukraine warSEOUL, Feb 24, (Xinhua): The Dem-

ocratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) has condemned 11 countries 
for convening a meeting on the im-
plementation of UN sanctions against 
Pyongyang, the DPRK’s offi cial Ko-
rean Central News Agency reported on 
Monday, citing an offi cial.

The inaugural meeting of the Mul-
tilateral Sanctions Monitoring Team 
(MSMT) “may 
bring about seri-
ous backfi re hard 
for them to deal 
with,” the chief 
of the External 
Policy Offi ce of 
DPRK’s Foreign 
Ministry was 
quoted as saying 
on Sunday. North 
Korean leader is 
Kim Jong-Un.

The MSMT meeting talked about 
strengthening the implementation of 
UN sanctions to cope with the nuclear 
and missile “threats” of the DPRK. 
The MSMT, formed by countries that 
are only doing harmful things, “is 
nothing but an illegal, illegitimate and 
criminal ghost group in terms of the 
reason of its existence and purpose,” 
said the offi cial.

Sanctions waiver through negotia-
tions has long ceased to be a concern for 
the DPRK and is not part of its agenda, 

said the offi cial. “However, it will never 
overlook any provocations of the United 
States and its followers to encroach upon 
the legitimate sovereign rights of the 
DPRK under the pretext of implement-
ing sanctions, but strongly counter them 
with resolute actions.”

According to the US State Depart-
ment, the governments of Australia, 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
the Netherlands, New Zealand, South 
Korea, the United Kingdom and the 
United States held the MSMT steering 
committee inaugural meeting in Wash-
ington, DC, on Wednesday.

The MSMT, established in October 
2024, is to assist with the full imple-
mentation of UN Security Council 
resolutions on the DPRK, said the US 
State Department in a statement.

Meanwhile, South Korea’s police 
booked President Yoon Suk-yeol for 
obstructing the execution of a warrant 
to arrest him, multiple media outlets 
said Friday.

The police were quoted as saying 
that its special investigative unit had 
booked and investigated Yoon over 
the suspicion of obstructing his arrest 
warrant execution. The police seized 
text messages between Yoon and Kim 
Seong-hoon, the presidential security 
service’s deputy chief, in which Yoon 
reportedly instructed Kim to block in-
vestigators’ attempt to arrest him in the 
presidential residence.

BEIJING, Feb 24, (AP): China’s 
President Xi Jinping had a call with 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin on 
Monday and said he was pleased with 
Moscow’s efforts to hold a summit 
with the U.S. toward ending the war 
in Ukraine, state broadcaster reported.

Putin updated Xi on the latest con-
tacts with the US, according to CCTV, 
which didn’t give further details.

Xi said that “China is pleased to see 
that Russia and relevant parties have 
made positive efforts to resolve the 
crisis,” according to CCTV.

The Chinese side “expressed sup-
port” for the dialogue between Russia 
and the U.S. and said it is prepared to 
assist to peacefully resolve the con-
fl ict, according to a statement from the 
Kremlin.

The call came as a dozen lead-
ers from Europe and Canada visited 
Ukraine’s capital on Monday to mark 
the third anniversary of Russia’s full-
scale invasion and show their support 
for Kyiv.

Xi also reiterated China’s stance, 
which includes a “Friends of Peace” 
group established last September with 
several other countries, to promote ef-
forts to end the war. China and Brazil 
issued a joint peace plan last year that 
calls for a peace conference with both 
Ukraine and Russia and no expansion 

of the battlefi eld.
Xi and Putin have had a close re-

lationship, which is also refl ected in 
the countries’ ties. China has become 
a major customer for Russian oil and 
gas and a source of key technologies 
following sweeping Western sanctions 
on Moscow.

Also:
BANGKOK: Chinese authorities said 
they began live-fi re exercises in the 
Gulf of Tonkin on Monday, only days 

after Vietnam announced a new line 
marking what it considers its territory 
in the body of water between the two 
countries. China’s Maritime Safety 
Administration said the exercises 
would be focused on the Beibu Gulf 
area, closer to the Chinese side of the 
Gulf of Tonkin, and would run through 
Thursday evening.

It gave no further details, but the dr-
rlls follow an announcement last week 
by Vietnam establishing a baseline 
used to calculate the width of its ter-

ritorial waters in the Gulf of Tonkin.
State-run Vietnam News reported 

that the baseline was in compliance 
with the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea and would provide 
“a robust legal basis for safeguarding 
and exercising Vietnam’s sovereignty, 
sovereign rights and jurisdiction.”

Vietnam has not publicly responded 
to the Chinese drills.

China and Vietnam have long had 
a maritime agreement governing the 
Gulf of Tonkin, but have been locked 
in competing claims in the nearby 
South China Sea over the Spratly and 
Paracel Islands and maritime areas.

China has been been growing ag-
gressive in pursuing those claims, and 
in October assaulted 10 Vietnamese 
fi shermen near the Paracel Islands, 
three of whom suffered broken limbs.

China claims almost the entire South 
China Sea as its own, though it has not 
publicly released exact coordinates 
of its claim other than a map with 10 
dashed lines broadly demarcating what 
it calls its territory.

In addition to Vietnam, China’s 
claims overlap with those of the Phil-
ippines, Malaysia, Brunei and Tai-
wan, while Indonesia has also fi gured 
in violent confrontations with the Chi-
nese coast guard and fi shing fl eets in 
the waters around the Natuna Islands.

Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks with Chinese President Xi Jinping 
via videoconference at Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside of Moscow, 

Russia, Tuesday, Jan 21. (AP)

‘Mutual alarm over Chinese aggression’

Japan and Philippines agree to further deepen defense collaboration
MANILA, Philippines, Feb 24, (Agencies): Japan and the Philippines agreed 
Monday to further deepen their defense collaboration and talk about protecting 
shared m.ilitary information in the face of mutual alarm over China’s increasing 
aggressive actions in the region.

Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani and his Philippine counterpart, 
Gilberto Teodoro, forged the agreements in a meeting in Manila where their 
concern over China’s actions in the disputed South China Sea and East China 
Sea was high in the agenda.

Japan and the Philippines are treaty allies of the United States, and the three 
have been among the most vocal critics of China’s assertive actions in the re-
gion, including in the contested waters.

At the opening of his meeting with Nakatani, Teodoro said the Philippines 
was looking forward to boosting defense relations with Japan “against unilat-
eral attempts by China and other countries to change the international order and 
the narrative.”

Nakatani said after the meeting that he agreed with Teodoro “to strengthen 
operational cooperation,” including joint and multinational defense trainings, 
port calls and information-sharing.

“We also agreed to commence discussion between defense authorities on 
military information protection mechanism,” Nakatani said.

The Philippines signed an agreement with the United States, its longtime 
treaty ally, last year to better secure the exchange of highly confi dential military 
intelligence and technology in key weapons to allow the sale of such weaponry 
by the U.S. to the Philippines.

Then-Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Teodoro signed the legally bind-
ing General Security of Military Information Agreement in Manila at a time 

when the U.S. and the Philippines were boosting their defense and military 
engagements, including large-scale joint combat drills, largely in response to 
China’s increasingly aggressive actions in Asia.

Nakatani said that he and Teodoro “fi rmly concurred that the security envi-
ronment surrounding us is becoming increasingly severe and that it is necessary 
for the two countries as strategic partners to further enhance defense coopera-
tion and collaboration in order to maintain peace and stability in Indo-Pacifi c.”

Japan has had a longstanding territorial dispute with China over islands in 
the East China Sea. Chinese and Philippine coast guard and navy ships, mean-
while, have been involved in a series of increasingly hostile confrontations in 
the South China Sea in the last two years.

Also high in the agenda of Nakatani and Teodoro, a copy of which was seen 
by The Associated Press, was the “expansion of bilateral cooperation, espe-
cially in the context of the Reciprocal Access Agreement.”

Last year, Japan and the Philippines signed the agreement allowing the de-
ployment of Japanese and Philippine forces for joint military and combat drills 
in each other’s territory. The Philippine Senate has ratifi ed the agreement, and 
its expected ratifi cation by Japan’s legislature would allow the agreement to 
take effect.

The agreement with the Philippines, which includes live-fi re drills, is the fi rst 
to be forged by Japan in Asia. Japan signed similar accords with Australia in 
2022 and with Britain in 2023.

Japan has taken steps to boost its security and defensive fi repower, includ-
ing a counterstrike capability that breaks from the country’s postwar principle 
of focusing only on self-defense. It’s doubling defense spending in a fi ve-year 
period to 2027 to bolster its military power.

Many of Japan’s Asian neighbors, including the Philippines, came under 
Japanese aggression until its defeat in World War II, and Tokyo’s efforts to 
strengthen its military role and spending could be a sensitive issue.

A Somali soldier controls the crowd as thousands of 
people attend a protest rally in Mogadishu, Somalia 
on Jan 3, after being angry with an agreement signed 
between Ethiopia and the breakaway region of So-
maliland to give landlocked Ethiopia access to its 

shoreline. (AP)

Ethiopia and Somalia to 
boost army cooperation

Sudan’s army breaks RSF siege of crucial city

Argentina’s President Milei explains chainsaw
methods and likens them to Musk’s DOGE

ADDIS ABABA, Feb 24, (Xinhua): Ethiopia and Somalia have 
set to develop a “Status of Force Agreement” for their bilateral 
forces that will operate in Somalia, according to a joint commu-
nique released on Saturday, the state-affi liated Fana Broadcast-
ing Corporate reported.

The agreement followed talks between Ethiopian Prime Min-
ister Abiy Ahmed and Somali President Hassan Sheikh Moha-
mud in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia, on Feb. 14-16 and a 
subsequent discussion between the army chiefs of the two neigh-
boring countries in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, on Satur-
day. Ethiopia was a key troop contributor to the African Union 
Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS), which operated from 
2022 to 2024. ATMIS has been replaced by the African Union 
Support and Stabilization Mission in Somalia (AUSSOM) since 
January 2025.

A delegation led by Birhanu Jula, chief of staff of the Ethio-
pian National Defense Force (ENDF), paid a one-day working 
visit to Somalia on Saturday. The Ethiopian delegation held a 
discussion with Somalia’s offi cials, including Odowaa Yusuf 
Rageh, Somali chief of defense force, on ways of strengthening 
bilateral cooperation in the fi ght against Al-Shabaab and main-
taining peace, security, and stability in the Horn of Africa.

CAIRO, Feb 24, (AP): Sudan’s mili-
tary on Sunday broke a more than 
yearlong siege on the crucial city of 
Obeid, restoring access to a strategic 
area in the south-central region and 
strengthening crucial supply routes in 
its nearly two years of war against a 
notorious paramilitary group, offi cials 
said.

The military also kicked the Rapid 
Support Forces from its last stronghold 
in the White Nile province in another 
setback to the notorious group, mili-
tary spokesman Brig. Gen. Nabil Ab-
dullah said in a statement.

Sudan was plunged into chaos in 
April last year when simmering ten-
sions between the military and the RSF 
exploded into open warfare across the 
country.

The fi ghting, which wrecked the 
capital, Khartoum, and other urban 
areas has been marked by atrocities 
including mass rape and ethnically 
motivated killings that amount to war 
crimes and crimes against human-
ity, especially in the western region of 
Darfur, according to the United Na-
tions and international rights groups.

Abdullah, the spokesman, said mili-

tary troops in the al-Sayyad axis man-
aged to reopen the road to the city of 
Obeid and break the RSF siege on the 
city which serves as the provincial 
capital of North Kordofan province. 
The city hosts a sprawling airbase and 
the military’s 5th Infantry Division 

known as Haganah.
A commercial and transportation 

hub, Obeid is located on a railway 
linking Khartoum to Nyala, the provin-
cial capital of South Darfur province. 
It was besieged by the RSF since the 
onset of the ongoing confl ict in April 
2023.

Finance Minister Jibril Ibrahim 
hailed the military’s advances in 
Obeid as a “massive step” to lift the 
RSF siege on el-Fasher, the capital 
of North Darfur province, as well as 
delivering humanitarian aid to the 
Kordofan area.

Sunday’s RSF defeats were the lat-
est in a series of setbacks for the noto-
rious group that started in September 
when the military launched an offen-
sive aiming at recapturing the Great 
Khartoum area - Khartoum and its two 
sister cities of Omdurman and Khar-
toum North, or Bahri.

The military has since captured 
strategic areas including its own main 
headquarters and is now close to re-
capturing the Republican Palace which 
RSF fi ghters stormed in the fi rst hours 
of the war in an attempt to kill military 
chief Gen. Abdel-Fattah Burhan.

OXON HILL, Md., Feb 24, (AP): 
Argentina’s President Javier Milei on 
Saturday urged an enthusiastic crowd 
of U.S. conservatives to keep support-
ing measures to shrink the size of their 
government, saying his methods are 
similar to those undertaken by Presi-
dent Donald Trump and close ally Elon 
Musk.

Milei is the man behind the chain-
saw waved effusively onstage by 
Musk, in perhaps the most memorable 
single moment at this year’s Conserva-
tive Political Action Conference, or 
CPAC, held in suburban Maryland.

In a Saturday speech in Spanish, 
Milei expressed support for the Trump 
administration’s efforts to dismantle 
the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, saying it is out of line with 
the president’s agenda and claiming it 
was wasteful.

“The only rational path is to shrink 
the size of the state as much as possi-
ble,” Milei said. “Reducing the size of 
the State is in itself an act of justice.”

Trump, in his remarks at the gather-
ing, praised Milei. “We’re very proud 
of you,” he said.

Milei quoted in his speech an in-
fl uential libertarian intellectual from 
Pennsylvania, Albert J. Nock, who 
wrote in his 1935 book “Our Enemy, 
the State” about the struggle between 
state power and social power.

“Our method is similar to that of 
our dear friend Elon Musk,” Milei 
said. “To go office by office, keep 
in place what is working and get rid 
of the rest. That’s why I gave him a 

chainsaw.”
The Argentine leader used a differ-

ent chainsaw as a prop during his 2023 
campaign to symbolize his propos-
als to shred the bloated state. The red 
chainsaw gifted to Musk was engraved 
with Milei’s slogan “Viva la libertad, 
carajo,” which is Spanish for “Long 
live liberty, damn it.”

When Musk fi rst began toying with 
the idea of forming a taskforce to 
downsize the federal workforce dur-
ing an interview with Trump on X last 
August, they both talked about the 
Argentine leader. Musk praised his ex-
treme austerity measures that had laid 

off tens of thousands of public sector 
workers and cut pensions to reverse 
spending that caused the country to de-
fault on its debts.

Milei also attended CPAC last year 
and met with Trump backstage, ex-
changing a close hug. Milei was the 
fi rst foreign leader to meet with Trump 
after he won the election, but before he 
took offi ce. Milei was also invited to 
the inauguration on Jan. 20.

In a video message later Saturday, 
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni de-
fended the central role of Europe and 
its crucial relationship with the United 
States.

This photo taken with a mobile 
phone in Port Sudan shows dis-
placed individuals preparing to 
leave Port Sudan for Wad Madani, 
the capital of Gezira State in cen-
tral Sudan, as part of a government 
program for voluntary return, on 

Feb 10. (Xinhua)

Argentina’s President Javier Milei speaks at the Conservative Political 
Action Conference, CPAC, at the Gaylord National Resort & Convention 

Center, on Feb 22 in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP)

Residents attack Bangladesh
air force base, leaving 1 dead
DHAKA, Bangladesh, Feb 24, 
(Agencies): A group of residents in 
southern Bangladesh on Monday 
attacked an air force base follow-
ing an altercation, prompting sol-
diers to open fi re that killed at least 
one and wounded several others, 
local media reports said.

The military in a statement 
blamed “miscreants” for attacking 
the air force base in Cox’s Bazar. 
It did not mention any casualties.

The country’s largest English-
language Daily Star newspaper 
reported one dead.

The violence broke out after 
a man on a motorbike was chal-
lenged by air force soldiers for not 
wearing his helmet, according to 
the Bengali-language Prothom Alo 
newspaper. After an altercation, 
the man’s relatives and neighbors 
came forward and started attacking 
the base, the report said.

Bangladesh, which is run by 
an interim government headed by 
Nobel Peace laureate Muhammad 
Yunus, has faced numerous chal-
lenges in establishing order since 
the ouster of former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina in early August by 
a mass uprising spearheaded by 
students. Mob justice has become 
a concern.

The interim government 
launched a nationwide crackdown 
called “Operation Devil Hunt” 
on Feb. 8 and arrested more than 
8,000 people across the country. 
Hasina’s Awami League party 
blamed the government for arrest-
ing their supporters.

Meanwhile, Bangladeshi in-
terim government is planning the 
possibility of introducing military 

training for the youth.

Also:
DHAKA: The Bangladeshi interim 
government has declared Feb. 
25 as “Army Martyrs Day” to 
commemorate the army offi cers 
killed during a mutiny inside the 
headquarters of the paramilitary 
Border Guard Bangladesh, previ-
ously known as Bangladesh Rifl es 
(BDR).

A notifi cation issued by the 
country’s Cabinet Division on 
Sunday instructed all ministries, 
divisions and organizations to 
comply with the observance an-
nually.

A total of 74 people, including 
57 army offi cials, were killed at 
BDR’s headquarters on Feb. 25-26 
in 2009.

People stand around the van-
dalized residence of Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, Bangladesh’s 
former leader and the father of 
the country’s ousted prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, in Dhaka, 

on February 6. (AP)

Asia
Teen held for stabbing: The 
Tokyo Metropolitan Police De-
partment on Monday arrested a 
17-year-old boy on suspicion of 
attempted murder after another 

17-year-old 
boy was fa-
tally stabbed 
on a street in 
Adachi Ward 
of Tokyo.

The crime 
scene is lo-
cated in a 
r e s i d e n t i a l 
area approxi-
mately 1.5 
km west of 
N i s h i - A r a i 
Daishi Nishi 

Station on the Nippori-Toneri Lin-
er. Governor of Tokyo is Yuriko 
Koike. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Traffi c accident kills 6: Six 
people were killed and three oth-
ers injured in a traffi c accident on 
Monday in the county of Zhong-
shan in south China’s Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region, ac-
cording to local authorities.

A minivan traveling along a sec-
tion of a national highway collided 
with a truck at around 7 a.m. this 
morning. Four died at the scene 
and two passed later despite emer-
gency rescue efforts. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

6 killed in fatal incident: Six 
people were found dead, and nine 
others remain missing after a truck 
carrying 32 people, including sev-
eral children, plunged into a river 
in Indonesia’s Riau province, a top 
rescuer said on Sunday.

The fatal accident occurred in 
a river in Pelalawan Regency late 
Saturday, according to Budi Cahy-
adi, head of the provincial search 
and rescue offi ce. (Xinhua)

Yuriko Koike

Kim

Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani, (left), gestures beside Philip-
pine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro during their press conference 

in Makati City, Philippines on Feb 24. (AP)
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NBK hosts fraud awareness session for Dasman Bilingual School students

GCC foreign reserve assets
reach $804.1 bln in H1 2024

Weyay Bank opens the doors to digital fi nancing

ABK champions fi nancial literacy
with ‘Let’s Be Aware’ campaign

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: In line with 
its ongoing commitment to promot-
ing banking culture and enhancing 
fi nancial awareness across all seg-
ments of society, National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK) held a fraud awareness 
and prevention session at Dasman Bi-
lingual School. The initiative aligns 
with NBK’s support for the “Let’s Be 
Aware” banking awareness campaign, 
launched by the Central Bank of Ku-
wait (CBK) in collaboration with Ku-
wait Banking Association (KBA). 

The session, attended by over 100 
middle school students, shed light on 
the latest prevalent fraud tactics, how 
they are executed, and the deceptive 
methods employed by fraudsters. It 
also provided essential tips and guid-
ance on safeguarding against such 
schemes and ensuring online security. 

The session saw remarkable engage-
ment, with students actively interact-
ing through the real-life examples and 
cases presented by the NBK team. The 
discussion was further enriched by nu-
merous student inquiries, to which the 
team provided insightful responses. 
Beyond raising awareness, the ses-
sion aimed to equip students with the 
knowledge and vigilance needed to 
proactively safeguard their personal 
data while using social media. 

The NBK team shared several key 
fraud prevention tips, emphasizing 
the importance of using strong and 
secure passwords with a minimum 
of eight characters, incorporating 
letters, numbers, and symbols. They 
highlighted that the longer the pass-
word, the harder it is to crack, while 
also advising against using personal 
information or reusing the same 
password across multiple accounts. 
This precaution is crucial, as a secu-
rity breach on one device could com-

promise all linked online accounts if 
the same password is used. 

The team also cautioned against 
clicking on suspicious links, whether 
received through social media or 
emails from fraudulent sources that 
impersonate reputable institutions 
such as banks, telecommunications 
providers, or major corporations. 
These deceptive tactics are designed to 
steal banking or personal information, 
making vigilance and verifi cation es-
sential to safeguarding one’s data. 

The team also emphasized the im-
portance of never responding to mes-
sages or phone calls claiming to be 
from the bank and requesting person-
al or banking information. Fraudsters 
increasingly use artifi cial intelligence 
tools to manipulate communications, 
making phone numbers appear local 
within Kuwait to deceive victims. To 
ensure security, no banking details 

should ever be shared with any indi-
vidual or entity. 

Furthermore, the NBK team reaf-
fi rmed that the bank will never request 
personal information via email, text 
messages, or phone calls. They cau-
tioned against responding to such mes-
sages, as they are fraudulent attempts 
designed to steal banking information, 
sensitive data, or funds. 

Commenting on the event, Farah 
Bastaki, Manager, Digital Commu-
nications at National Bank of Kuwait 
stated: “Awareness serves as the fi rst 
and most effective line of defense 
against fraud. That is why we remain 
committed to expanding the aware-

ness content shared across our social 
media platforms to educate the pub-
lic, strengthen their confi dence in the 
banking sector, and ensure a secure 
banking environment. This commit-
ment is particularly crucial amid rapid 
technological advancements and the 
increasing sophistication of fi nancial 
fraud driven by artifi cial intelligence.” 

“We are continuously striving to en-
hance fi nancial awareness and promote 
banking culture across all segments of 
society, including school and univer-
sity students as well as our senior com-
munity members. Our commitment 
extends to innovating new approaches 
that enrich the content of the ‘Let’s 

Be Aware’ campaign, empowering 
the public with the knowledge needed 
to safeguard their data and bank ac-
counts,” she added. 

Bastaki emphasized that NBK lev-
erages its extensive capabilities in 
customer communication, utilizing 
its wide-reaching digital channels—
the most followed among Kuwaiti 
banks—to ensure that the objectives 
of the “Let’s Be Aware” campaign 
reach the broadest possible audience. 

NBK remains dedicated to champi-
oning strategic campaigns that drive 
meaningful impact on the national 
economy and society. Its steadfast 
commitment to fraud prevention and 

raising customer awareness serves as 
a cornerstone of its broader strategy, 
reinforcing trust and fi nancial security. 

The campaign, launched by the Cen-
tral Bank of Kuwait (CBK) in collabo-
ration with Kuwait Banks Association 
(KBA), is the largest of its kind in the 
region. It aims to enhance banking and 
fi nancial awareness among customers 
by covering key topics such as fraud 
prevention measures, best practices for 
utilizing banking services, and foster-
ing a culture of savings and investment, 
along with other relevant fi nancial is-
sues. 

NBK is a key supporter and strate-
gic partner of all CBK campaigns and 
initiatives aimed at enhancing fi nancial 
literacy and promoting banking aware-
ness across all segments of society. As 
a leading fi nancial institution, NBK 
consistently organizes various initia-
tives and events that raise awareness 
about critical banking sector issues.

MUSCAT, Feb 24, (KUNA): Data released 
by the Statistical Centre for the Coopera-
tion Council for the Arab Countries of the 
Gulf (GCC-Stat) indicate that total foreign 
reserve assets of GCC countries amount-
ed to USD 804.1 billion by the end of the 
fi rst half of 2024, marking a 7.5 percent 
increase compared to end of the previous 
year.

The statistics also revealed on Sunday that these 
reserve assets accounted for 4.9 percent of total 
global reserve assets, making GCC countries rank 
fi fth in terms of the size of international reserve 
assets after China, the European Union, Japan and 
Switzerland.

The data attributed this growth to the increase in oil rev-
enues, in addition to the rise in prices of fi nancial assets in 
global markets. The average price of Brent crude during the 
fi rst half of 2024 reached about USD 84 per barrel, which 
constitutes the largest portion of fi nancial resources of the 
GCC countries.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: In a new step 
that is the fi rst of its kind towards en-
hancing digital fi nancing in the bank-
ing sector, Weyay Bank announces the 
launch of fully digital loans with the 
highest standards of speed and security 
and the aim of expanding the scope 
of the Bank’s services to meet the re-
quirements of customers from differ-
ent segments. This step comes in line 
with Kuwait 2035 Vision, which aims 
to transform Kuwait into a fi nancial 
and trade hub regionally and interna-
tionally through digital transformation. 

This transfor-
mation supports 
innovative digi-
tal initiatives in 
various sectors, 
which contrib-
ute to develop-
ing the digital 
infrastructure 
and expanding 
the use of mod-
ern technolo-
gies to facilitate 
people’s lives 

and achieve sustainable development. 
This unprecedented step also en-

hances the vision of the Central Bank 
of Kuwait, which plays a pivotal role 
in supporting digital transformation in 
the Kuwaiti banking sector by imple-
menting legislation and visions that 
support digital innovation, as it seeks 
to develop a banking environment 
based on modern technology, such as 
developing digital systems for pro-
cessing payments, transfers, and other 
services. 

With the launch of digital loans, 
Weyay Bank customers, for the fi rst 
time in Kuwait can enjoy an end-to-
end digital loan experience that rede-
fi nes convenience, transparency, and 
control for customers. Designed for 
the digital-fi rst generation, this seam-
less loan journey empowers users to 
apply, track, and manage their loans 
effortlessly through the Weyay app. 

What makes this launch further in-
novative is that the loan applications 
submitted through the Weyay app 
are linked to the Credit Information 
Network (CiNet), for the fi rst time in 
Kuwait, to provide an instant and se-
cure loan process. This link to CiNet 
allows the borrower’s credit data to be 
verifi ed and the accuracy and reliabil-
ity of their fi nancial information to be 
ensured, which can only happen after 
obtaining the borrower’s approval that 
is also done digitally via the “Kuwait 
Mobile ID” app. This all together ac-
celerates the approval process, enhanc-
es transparency, and reduces the risks 

associated with loans. 
The main features of Weyay Bank’s 

digital loans:  
A Smarter Way to Borrow: With a 

state-of-the-art loan calculator, cus-
tomers can personalize their loan ex-
perience from the very fi rst step. The 
Apply stage enables users to: 

■ Obtain CINET consent digitally, 
ensuring a fully paperless process.

■ Instantly check their actual loan el-
igibility based on salary and liabilities.

■ Customize their loan amount and 
repayment plan through an intuitive cal-
culator that provides real-time insights. 

Real-Time Tracking and Digital 
Contract Signing: The Track stage 
gives customers full visibility over 
their loan’s progress, eliminating un-
certainty. Through the Weyay app, us-
ers can: 

■ Monitor their loan status through-
out the underwriting process.

■ Access and review loan contracts 
in one place.

■ Sign their loan agreement digi-
tally via Kuwait Mobile ID, ensuring a 
secure and hassle-free process. 

Complete Management at Your Fin-
gertips: once the loan is approved and 
funded, customers can take full control 
in the Manage stage. A user-friendly 
payment calendar offers complete 
transparency, allowing users to: 

■ Track all payments made towards 
their loan.

■ View upcoming installment due 
dates.

■ Stay informed with a clear, struc-

tured repayment plan. 
“The launch of our digital loans 

underscores our dedication to creat-
ing innovative fi nancial solutions that 
empower our customers to achieve 
their goals. Recognizing that our cus-
tomers require banking services that 
align with their digital lifestyle, Weyay 
Bank is committed to offering modern, 
advanced banking options that cater to 
these evolving needs,” said Moham-
mad Al-Hunaidi, Product Owner at 
Weyay Bank. 

These loans also play a key role in 
boosting the national economy by en-
couraging customers to manage their 
fi nancial lives more effectively. By 
enhancing their fi nancial capabilities, 
Weyay Bank helps promote fi nancial 
inclusion and stimulate both invest-
ment and economic growth. 

Weyay Bank is leading the way in 
banking innovation in Kuwait, offer-
ing a digital experience that not only 
meets the needs of customers who 
seek to keep up with the latest, but also 
those who seek effi ciency, fl exibility 
and simplicity. As more than just a fi -
nancial institution, Weyay Bank plays 
an active role in enabling the digital 
lifestyle and remains committed to 
shaping the future of banking in Ku-
wait. 

All information about the Weyay 
Bank digital loans and how to apply 
can be found on its website www.
weyaybank.com or in the Weyay app 
that can be downloaded from the App 
Store or Google Play Store.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Ahli Bank 
of Kuwait (ABK) continues to play a 
pivotal role in promoting fi nancial lit-
eracy and banking culture within the 
Kuwaiti society by actively supporting 
the ‘Let’s Be Aware’ awareness cam-
paign. Now in its fourth consecutive 
year, this campaign is a collaboration 
with the Central Bank of Kuwait and 
the Kuwait Banking Association.

ABK is harnessing all its resources 
to achieve the objectives of this initia-
tive. By engaging with customers and 
the local community, ABK dissemi-
nates daily tips and valuable insights 
to enhance fi nancial literacy. These are 
shared within its branches, digital plat-
forms, and social media pages. 

The Bank places great emphasis on 
encouraging customers to adopt the 
comprehensive digital solutions it of-
fers. This initiative aims to ensure cus-
tomers can conduct their banking and 

fi nancial transactions with the highest 
security standards. ABK also provides 
numerous instructional videos detail-
ing the use of new digital services, 
as part of its ongoing commitment to 
enhancing customers’ banking knowl-
edge. This education helps customers 
understand the methods and benefi ts of 
these banking solutions, aligned with 
technological advancements. 

ABK’s digital services encompass a 
wide range of functionalities, including 
account opening, data updating, loan 
and bank card applications, customer 

service contact, and account statement 
requests. These services are continu-
ously introduced as part of ABK’s digi-
tal transformation plan. 

This digital content supports fi nan-
cial inclusion in the community, which 
stands as one of the most important 
and prominent goals of the ‘Let’s Be 
Aware’ banking awareness campaign. 
ABK remains committed to support-
ing the efforts of the Central Bank of 
Kuwait and the Kuwait Banking As-
sociation in advancing this campaign 
throughout the year across Kuwait.

In line with its commitment to promoting banking culture and enhancing fi nancial awareness across all segments of society

Foreign reserves account for 4.9% of global total

‘Fully digital loans for the fi rst time in Kuwait’

Wide range of digital banking services now available at ABK

Farah Bastaki

NBK hosts fraud awareness session for middle school students.

Weyay Bank launches Kuwait’s fi rst fully digital loans.

ABK logo Diraya logo

 Bastaki: 

■ Awareness serves as 
the strongest safeguard 
against fraud, and we re-
main unwavering in our 
commitment to strengthen-
ing it

■ We continuously enhance 
and expand our social me-
dia content to educate and 
empower all segments of 
society

■ Our commitment extends 
to actively supporting key 
strategic campaigns that 
serve the broader interests 
of the national economy 
and community
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Bank employees gain access to higher education at GUST

Gulf Bank, GUST sign strategic partnership for youth development
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: As part of its ongoing commitment to empow-
ering and equipping young professionals – and reinforcing its position 
as a preferred employer in Kuwait’s fi nancial sector – Gulf Bank has 
signed a strategic partnership agreement with the Gulf University for 
Science and Technology (GUST) to enhance training and employment 
opportunities for students.

Under the agreement, Gulf Bank will offer distinguished training 
programs to GUST students in various banking fi elds, enabling them 
to apply their academic knowledge in a real-world work environment. 
Additionally,Gulf Bank will consider employment opportunities for 
GUST’s top talent upon graduation.

The partnership also includes Gulf Bank’s active participation in ini-
tiatives, events, and career fairs organized by GUST, providing students 
with valuable networking opportunities with potential employers and 
insights into their future career paths.

Furthermore, as a part of the strategic partnership, Gulf Bank em-
ployees will have access to exclusive packages for continuing their 
higher education at GUST. This initiative refl ects the bank’s commit-
ment to investing in its workforce’s professional growth, providing op-
portunities to enhance skills, expand knowledge, and advance careers 
through quality academic programs.

Following the signing of the agreement,Mrs. Salma Al-Hajjaj, Gen-
eral Manager of Human Resources at Gulf Bank, stated: “We are ex-
cited about our partnership with GUST, as it aligns with our commit-
ment to supporting education and youth development in Kuwait. This 
collaboration highlights our dedication to equipping young talents with 
the necessary skills and expertise to excel in the private sector, particu-
larly in banking, thereby contributing to Kuwait’s economic growth.”

She added, “This strategic partnership is part of Gulf Bank’s ongoing 
efforts to build strong collaborations with esteemed universities in Ku-

wait, aiming to provide students with comprehensive training programs 
that equip them for the job market, support their career growth, and 
offer employment opportunities after graduation.”

Mrs. Al-Hajjaj emphasized Gulf Bank’s commitment to Kuwait Vi-
sion 2035, which prioritizes employment in the private sector and youth 
empowerment. She noted that the Bank’s continuous investment in na-
tional talent has led to signifi cant growth in its Kuwaiti workforce over 

recent years.
“We take pride in being one of the leading banks that generously in-

vest in human capital to enhance employees’ competencies. Our people 
are at the core of our strategic vision, and we are committed to equip-
ping them with the latest skills and expertise needed to navigate the 
ever-evolving banking industry,” she added.

Mrs. Al-Hajjaj concluded by highlighting Gulf Bank’s commitment 
to economic sustainability through employment, training, and develop-
ment – focusing on hiring and empowering Kuwaiti talent, fostering 
their growth, and preparing them to lead in the private sector.

Gulf Bank aims to be Kuwait’s leading bank, fostering a diverse and 
inclusive workplace to deliver exceptional customer service while con-
tributing sustainably to the community. Through its extensive branch 
network and innovative digital services, the Bank empowers customers 
to conduct banking transactions conveniently and effi ciently, ensuring 
a seamless experience.

In alignment with Kuwait Vision 2035, “New Kuwait,” and its com-
mitment to fostering collaborative partnerships, Gulf Bank is dedicated 
to driving robust sustainability initiatives across environmental, social, 
and governance (ESG) dimensions. The Bank is committed to imple-
menting strategically selected and diverse sustainability programs both 
internally and externally.

Gulf Bank secures $650 mln debut senior 
unsecured syndicated term loan facility

Deal successfully closed by Emirates NBD Capital and Standard Chartered

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 
24: Gulf Bank K.S.C.P. 
(“Gulf Bank” or the 
“Borrower”), one of the 
leading conventional 
banks in Kuwait, has 
successfully signed a US$ 
650 Million Senior Unse-
cured Syndicated Term 
Loan Facility (the “Facil-
ity”). 

Emirates NBD Capital Lim-
ited, the investment banking 
arm of Emirates NBD, and 
Standard Chartered served as 
Global Coordinators, Mandated 
Lead Arrangers and Bookrun-
ner (“MLABs”), acting both 
individually and collectively in 
these roles. 

The Facility is Gulf Bank’s de-
but transaction in the international 
syndicated loan markets and opens 
up a sustainable and diversified 
route of financing through access 
to the international and regional 
syndicated loan markets. The pro-
ceeds of the Facility will be uti-
lized to fund Gulf Bank’s general 
corporate purposes. 

The Facility was anchored by the 
MLABs and was launched to a select 
group of international and regional 
investors in general syndication. 

Waleed Mandani, Gulf Bank’s 
Acting Chief Executive Officer, 
commented: “The transaction re-

ceived strong interest from both 
global and regional banks, al-
lowing Gulf Bank to expand its 
funding sources and diversify its 
investor base. The Facility was 
significantly oversubscribed, al-
lowing Gulf Bank to exercise the 
green-shoe option to upsize the 
Facility to US$ 650 Million from 
the original size at launch of US$ 
500 Million, post scale-back. The 
success of this debut transaction 
affirms Gulf Bank’s reputation as a 
regional banking leader with good 
domestic franchise, high credit 
worthiness and impeccable finan-
cial strength.”

Mandani Added:“Emirates NBD 
and Standard Chartered have dem-
onstrated exceptional expertise in 
successfully closing this transac-
tion.”

Hitesh Asarpota, CEO of Emir-
ates NBD Capital, said: “We are 
proud to have played a pivotal role 
in facilitating Gulf Bank’s mile-
stone debut global syndicated loan 
transaction. The transaction was 

successfully completed with strong 
demand from both regional and 
global investors. This transaction 
is a testament to Emirates NBD 
Capital’s commitment to fostering 
long-term partnerships, strength-
ening relationships with key insti-
tutions, and enhancing access to 
global liquidity.”

Commenting on the transaction, 
Rola Abu Manneh, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of Standard Chartered, UAE 
Middle East and Pakistan said: “This 
successful transaction underscores 
Gulf Bank’s market position and the 

high level of investor confi dence in 
the region. The strong demand for 
the facility highlights both, the resil-
ience of the syndication market and 
the depth of liquidity available to 
leading institutions. Standard Char-
tered remains committed to provid-
ing clients with innovative fi nancing 
solutions and seamless access to 
global liquidity.”

The Facility was closed with par-
ticipation from a diversifi ed mix of 
regional and international lenders, 
with Emirates NBD Bank (P.J.S.C.) 
acting as Facility Agent.

Waleed Mandani

Gulf Bank headquarters.

Musk claims ‘fraud,’ demands federal employee reports

Federal employees face job cuts under Musk’s mandate
WASHINGTON, Feb 24, (AP): Confusion and 
chaos loom as hundreds of thousands of federal 
employees begin their workweek on Monday 
facing a deadline from President Donald Trump’s 
cost-cutting chief, Elon Musk, to explain their 
recent accomplishments or risk losing their jobs. 

Musk’s unusual demand has faced resist-
ance from several key U.S. agencies led by the 
president’s loyalists - including the FBI, State 
Department, Homeland Security and the Pen-
tagon - which instructed their employees over 
the weekend not to comply. Lawmakers in both 
parties said that Musk’s mandate may be illegal, 
while unions are threatening to sue.

Trump over the weekend called for Musk to 
be more aggressive in his cost-cutting crusade 
through the so-called Department of Govern-
ment Effi ciency, or DOGE, and posted a meme 
on social media mocking federal employees who 
“cried about Trump and Elon.” 

Musk’s team sent an email to hundreds of 
thousands of federal employees on Saturday giv-
ing them roughly 48 hours to report fi ve specifi c 
things they had accomplished last week. In a 
separate message on X, Musk said any employee 
who failed to respond by the deadline - set in the 
email as 11:59 p.m. EST Monday - would lose 
their job.

Mass confusion followed on the eve of the 
deadline as some agencies resisted the order, oth-
ers encouraged their workers to comply, and still 
others offered confl icting guidance.

One message on Sunday morning from the 
Department of Health and Human Services, led 
by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., instructed its roughly 
80,000 employees to comply. That was shortly 
after the acting general counsel, Sean Keveney, 
had instructed some not to. And by Sunday even-
ing, agency leadership issued new instructions 
that employees should “pause activities” related 
to the request until noon on Monday.

“I’ll be candid with you. Having put in over 70 
hours of work last week advancing Administra-
tion’s priorities, I was personally insulted to re-
ceive the below email,” Keveney said in an email 

viewed by The Associated Press that acknowl-
edged a broad sense of “uncertainty and stress” 
within the agency. 

Keveney laid out security concerns and pointed 
out some of the work done by the agency’s em-
ployees may be protected by attorney-client priv-
ilege: “I have received no assurances that there 
are appropriate protections in place to safeguard 
responses to this email.”

Democrats and even some Republicans, in-
cluding Sen. John Curtis, R-Utah, were critical of 
Musk’s ultimatum.

“If I could say one thing to Elon Musk, it’s like, 
please put a dose of compassion in this,” Curtis, 
whose state has 33,000 federal employees, said 
on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” “These are real peo-
ple. These are real lives. These are mortgages. ... 
It’s a false narrative to say we have to cut and you 
have to be cruel to do it as well.”

Newly confi rmed FBI Director Kash Patel, an 
outspoken Trump ally, instructed employees to 
ignore Musk’s request, at least for now.

“The FBI, through the Offi ce of the Director, is 
in charge of all of our review processes, and will 
conduct reviews in accordance with FBI proce-
dures,” Patel wrote in an email confi rmed by the 
AP. “When and if further information is required, 
we will coordinate the responses. For now, please 
pause any responses.”

Ed Martin, interim U.S. attorney for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, sent his staff a message Sunday 
that may have caused more confusion.

“Let me clarify: We will comply with this 
OPM request whether by replying or deciding not 
to reply,” Martin wrote in the email obtained by 
the AP, referring to the Offi ce of Personnel Man-
agement.

“Please make a good faith effort to reply and 
list your activities (or not, as you prefer), and I 
will, as I mentioned, have your back regarding 
any confusion,” Martin continued. “We can do 
this.” 

Offi cials at the Departments of State, Defense 
and Homeland Security were more consistent.

Tibor Nagy, acting undersecretary of state for 

management, told employees in an email that 
department leadership would respond on behalf 
of workers. “No employee is obligated to report 
their activities outside of their Department chain 
of command,” Nagy wrote in an email.

Pentagon leadership instructed employees to 
“pause” any response to Musk’s team, according 
to an email from Jules Hurst, the deputy under-
secretary of defense for personnel and readiness. 

The Homeland Security Department, mean-
while, told employees that “no reporting action 
from you is needed at this time” and that agency 
managers would respond, according to an email 
from R.D. Alles, deputy undersecretary for man-
agement.

Thousands of government employees have al-
ready been forced out of the federal workforce - 
either by being fi red or through a “deferred resig-
nation� offer - during the fi rst month of Trump’s 
second term. There is no offi cial fi gure available 
for the total fi rings or layoffs so far, but the AP 
has tallied hundreds of thousands of workers who 
are being affected. Many work outside of Wash-
ington.

Musk on Sunday called his latest request “a 
very basic pulse check.”

“The reason this matters is that a signifi cant 
number of people who are supposed to be work-
ing for the government are doing so little work 
that they are not checking their email at all!” 
Musk wrote on X. “In some cases, we believe 
non-existent people or the identities of dead peo-
ple are being used to collect paychecks. In other 
words, there is outright fraud.”

He has provided no evidence of such fraud. 
Separately, Musk and Trump have falsely claimed 
in recent days that tens of millions of dead people 
over 100 years old are receiving Social Security 
payments.

Meanwhile, thousands of other employees 
are preparing to leave the federal workforce this 
coming week, including probationary civilian 
workers at the Pentagon and all but a fraction of 
U.S. Agency for International Development staff-
ers through cuts or leave.

Salma Al-Hajjaj and President of Gulf University for Science and Tech-
nology Dr. Bassam Alameddine during the signing of the agreement.

Salma Al-Hajjaj: 
■ This partnership reaffi rms our commitment to support-

ing education and youth in Kuwait, focusing on en-
hancing their skills and potential.

KFH services

Available on several channels

KFH ensures 24/7 banking 
services during the holiday
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Kuwait 
Finance House (KFH) continues to 
provide its banking services around 
the clock through a group of various 
digital tools during the holiday.

Most of the banking services 
are available on several channels 
around the clock, whether through 
the bank’s website, KFH.com, or via 
the KFHOnline mobile application, 
or through the KFH Go self- bank-
ing stations that are spread in many 
important locations, in addition to 
the KFH accounts on social media 
and many E-service channels.

The KFH Go self- banking sta-
tion is considered a smart electronic 
channel that helps transfer normal 
customer transactions to an inno-
vative automated branch, allowing 
customers to benefi t from highly ef-
fi cient banking services. It includes 
more than 80% of the services and 
business provided by the branches 
in their traditional sense.

KFH GO self- banking stations 
include the XTM device that allows 
direct video call with service per-
sonnel, as well as automatic teller 
and cash deposit machines. The 
cash deposit machines receive 300 
notes per transaction.

Moreover, customers can perform 
a variety of interactive banking ser-
vices through KFH Go branches lo-
cated in various places in Kuwait, in-
cluding Kuwait International Airport. 
These services include: establishing 
Murabaha fi nancing transactions, 
requesting credit and prepaid cards, 
updating data and phone numbers, 
activating bank cards, opening depos-
its and accounts, instant cheque and 
card printing, receiving gold biscuits 
(10 grams), opening (gold, savings, 
Al-Rabeh, electron) accounts, on-
line gold purchase and sell, cardless 
withdrawals using QR code through 
mobile, or by using Civil ID or phone 
number, in addition to many other 
fi nancing and banking services con-
ducted quickly, easily and safely.

The electronic banking services 
at KFH are also characterized by 
their high effi ciency in addition to 
ease and safety.  This was evident 
in the number of electronic banking 
operations that KFH customers car-
ried out via KFHonline, on the web-
site or through mobile applications.

The e-banking transactions in-
cludes: opening bank account online 
for citizens and residents without 
having to visit the branch, local and 
telex fi nancial transfers, opening 
deposits, adding benefi ciaries, bal-
ance inquiry, cheque book request, 
opening gold account, selling and 
purchasing gold, requesting fi nanc-
ing, requesting Al-Khair Card, and 
checking the PINs of the credit and 
debit cards, activating new cards, 
reporting a lost credit/debit cards, 
checking the fi nancing obligations 
and the number of installments, re-
viewing investment plans, receiving 
account balances and deposits sum-
mary, along with other wide range 
of digital services.

KFH also allows customers to 
complete their personal fi nancing 
transactions and signing them on-
line, whether through the mobile 
app or the website from anywhere 
without having to visit the branch. 
The Bank also launched the Live 
FX Pricing, and instant cross-border 
payments service at KFH-Turkey 
using Ripple’s technology in ad-
dition to the instant card printing 
service within three minutes. Ad-
ditionally, KFH offers digital Wallet 
service through smart mobiles and 
watches, providing advanced and 
smart digital payment methods ac-
cording to highly developed secu-
rity standards in cooperation with 
Samsung, Fitbit and Garmin. 

Call Center
Meanwhile, the call center con-

tinues to provide services 24/7 to 
receive customer calls, listen to 
their enquiries and respond to them 
through a qualifi ed and techni-
cally advanced staff. KFH provides 
the automated telephone service 
1803333 that works with the same 
effi ciency and speed, to respond to 
transfers between accounts, inquire 
about fi nancial operations, pay bills, 
and recharge Mobile phone cards, 
among other services.

Social Media
KFH’s social media team remains 

dedicated to addressing customer 
inquiries and assisting them at all 
hours through the offi cial social me-
dia accounts (@KFHGroup).
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K.T. Rabeeullah honored for contributions to Kuwait’s healthcare

Shifa Excellence Awards 2025 celebrates leadership and service

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Shifa Excellence Awards 2025 unfolded in a grand cer-
emony at Aspire International Indian School, Abbasiya, celebrating excellence, com-
mitment, and visionary leadership.

The event was inaugurated by Dr. Khaled Al Kandari, who delivered an inspiring 
address, commending Mr. K. T. Rabeeullah, Chairman of Shifa Al Jazeera Medical 
Group, for his pioneering efforts in making quality healthcare accessible and his endur-
ing philanthropic vision that has shaped Kuwait’s private healthcare sector.

Joining as Guests of Honour were Munthasar Majeed and Naziha Mohamed Rabeeh, 
Vice Chairman and Vice Chairperson of Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Group, respectively.

Recognizing Media Excellence & Dedicated Service
In his keynote address, Azeem Sait Sulaiman, Head of Operations & Business De-

velopment, extended warm congratulations to the awardees, highlighting the vital role 
of media in fostering strong community relations.

Two media professionals were recognized for their impactful contributions:
■ Mr. Najeeb C K, Country Head (Kuwait), Business Solutions, Gulf Madhyamam – 
Media Relations Impact Award
■ Mr. Nixon George, CEO, Connexions Media, Asianet – Kuwait – Outstanding Me-
dia Leadership Award

Each recipient was awarded Rs. 500,000 and a distinguished memento in recognition 
of their achievements.

Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Group honoured its long-serving employees, who com-
pleted 10 and 15 years of dedicated service, acknowledging their vital role in the orga-

nization’s continued success at the event.
A special highlight of the evening was the screening of “Bin Hubbik Ya Kuwait 

(We Love You Kuwait)”, a visual documentary presented as a tribute to Kuwait’s rich 
heritage, expat-friendly spirit, and enduring glory, in celebration of the National Day 
of Kuwait. Scripted, narrated, and directed by Mr. Azeem Sait Sulaiman, the docu-
mentary garnered widespread acclaim from both Kuwaiti nationals and the expatriate 
community.

Vision for Healthcare & Growth
In his honorary address, Munthasar Majeed applauded the awardees and long-serv-

ing staff for their commitment and dedication. He emphasized the guiding philosophy 
of Mr. K. T. Rabeeullah—that quality healthcare should be accessible to all—and out-
lined the group’s future plans, including the upcoming launch of new medical centres 
in Salmiya and Jahra and efforts to secure international accreditations to elevate service 
standards.

Award Presentations:
■ Mr. Najeeb C K was felicitated by Munthasar Majeed and Naziha Mohamed Rabeeh.
■ Mr. Nixon George received his award from Dr. Khaled Al Kandari.

Cultural Extravaganza:
The evening was further enlivened by an enthralling musical performance by the 

Urumi Musical Band, led by popular Indian singers Faizal Razi and Shikha Prabha-
karan, captivating the audience with their dynamic renditions. A soulful melody seg-
ment by Abid Anwar added a harmonious touch to the celebrations.

Adding to the festive spirit, employees from various branches of Shifa Al Jazeera 
Medical Group showcased vibrant performances, enhancing the program’s beauty and 
grandeur and reflecting the unity and talent within the organization.

About Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Group:
Operational since 2008, Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Group has established a robust 

presence in Kuwait’s private healthcare sector. The group actively operates a network 
of healthcare services across the GCC countries and runs three multispecialty medical 
centres in Kuwait, located in Farwaniya, Fahaheel, and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.

Event Highlights:
The ceremony was hosted by Lucia Williams, Deputy Manager – Administration & 

Human Resources, ensuring a seamless flow of the program.
Key contributors to the event’s success included:

■ Zubair Musliyarakath, Administrative Manager, Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Centre, 
Farwaniya – Event Captain
■ Mona Hassan, Head of Marketing & Business Development – Event Coordinator

The felicitation segment featured:
■ Gunaseelan Pillai, Administrative Manager, Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Centre, Fa-
haheel
■ Vigith V Nair, Administrative Manager, Al Nahil Clinic

The evening concluded on a patriotic note, with heartfelt National Day wishes ex-
tended to Kuwait, celebrating its rich heritage and visionary leadership.

“Bin Hubbik Yaa Kuwait! We Love You, Kuwait!”

Photos during the event.

ABK’s Alfouz draw winner.

Pradeep Menon honors winning departments in Kuwait heritage decoration competition

Al Rashed Shipping Co. celebrates Kuwait’s National & Liberation Days with heritage and history
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Al Rashed International Ship-
ping Co. celebrated Kuwait’s National and Liberation Days 
with a vibrant decoration competition, honoring the nation’s 
heritage. Winners were recognized, making it a memorable 
tribute to unity and progress.
■ National Day, celebrated on February 25th, marks the 
anniversary of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah’s 
leadership and Kuwait’s independence in 1961. His vi-
sionary leadership laid the foundation for Kuwait’s trans-
formation into the flourishing and modern nation it is 
Monday.
■ Liberation Day, observed on February 26th, commemo-
rates the end of the Iraqi occupation in 1991. It stands as 
a powerful reminder of Kuwait’s resilience, unity, and the 
sacrifices made for its freedom.

Al Rashed International Shipping Co., a leading name in 

Kuwait’s maritime industry, marked the nation’s National 
and Liberation Days with vibrant celebrations, on Monday, 
February 24.

The celebration at Al Rashed International Shipping Co.’s 
office was a vibrant tribute to Kuwait’s heritage, where each 
department took part in a spirited competition, breathtaking 
decorations at their workspaces to showcase national pride 
and the country’s rich cultural legacy.

All the ten floors of the Shipping Co.’s building 
buzzed with creativity and patriotism as individual de-
partments participated in the competition, each show-
casing Kuwait’s rich cultural heritage through stunning 
decorations. 

Replicas of traditional Kuwaiti cafés, crafted with intri-
cate details, beautifully captured the essence of the nation’s 
history, while a striking model of a traditional wooden 

dhow, symbolizing Kuwait’s proud maritime legacy, be-
came a standout attraction.

The celebration was further enriched by impressive ex-
hibits featuring traditional Kuwaiti items such as pottery, 
textiles, and artifacts, offering a captivating glimpse into the 
nation’s cultural legacy. Walls adorned with historical pho-
tos and artistic illustrations took visitors on a visual journey 
through Kuwait’s rich heritage. 

The vibrant display of Kuwaiti flags, colorful lighting, and 
traditional setups added to the festive atmosphere, while Di-
versey’s own products were innovatively designed to reflect 
Kuwaiti expressions. 

The experience was brought to life with the aroma of 
freshly brewed Arabic coffee filling the air, complemented 
by the delightful taste of traditional sweets and dates, im-
mersing everyone in the warmth of Kuwaiti hospitality.

The fusion of creativity and cultural heritage made the 
celebration truly unforgettable. Each display reflected a deep 
sense of national pride, turning the event into a vibrant trib-
ute to Kuwait’s legacy. Kudos to everyone who participated, 
showcasing their talent and passion, and making the celebra-
tion a remarkable and cherished experience!

The decoration competition was meticulously evaluated 
by Mr. Bassim Al-Rashed and Ms. Saba Bassim Al-Rashed, 
who carefully assessed each department and floor. The judg-
ing criteria focused on creativity, cultural expression, the-
matic representation, and visual impact.

Amidst an atmosphere of excitement and anticipation, the 
winners of the competition were announced, celebrating the 
teams’ creativity and dedication. CFO Pradeep Menon hon-
ored the winning departments with well-deserved apprecia-
tion and cash awards.

Mohammad Hadel Atteyah wins ABK Alfouz draw

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait announces KD 20,000 monthly winner
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) is ex-
cited to announce MOHAMMAD HADEL ATTEYAH as the 
winner of the Alfouz KD 20,000 monthly draw on Monday, 
24 February 2025. The draw took place in the presence of a 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry representative, ensuring 
transparency. 

From the highly coveted mega annual draw of a KD 5,000 
monthly salary for 10 years to its KD 10,000 weekly prize, 
the account has attracted significant attention in the Kuwaiti 
market. 

Based on the account’s great success, ABK decided to go 
above and beyond to reward customer loyalty. 

With a KD 100,000 quarterly draw, in addition to an exciting 
KD 20,000 monthly draw, the Alfouz account continues to sur-

pass expectations and deliver even more customer satisfaction. 
To top it off, ABK has simplified the ability to open the ac-

count and win! Customers can enter the draws and get extra 
entry chances for every KD 10 deposited. The more you save, 
the higher your chance to be the next Alfouz winner!

ABK encourages everyone to open an Alfouz draw account 
or increase their balance to participate in the upcoming draw, 
which is scheduled to take place on Monday,3March 2025. 

Open an Alfouz account today and enjoy increased opportu-
nities to win the lifestyle you’ve been waiting for!

To learn more about the Alfouz account and its range of ex-
citing draws and prizes, please follow ABK’s Instagram ac-
count @abk_kuwait, visit eahli.com, contact Ahlan Ahli 1 899 
899 or visit one of the Bank’s branches across Kuwait.



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2025

John Lithgow, (from left), Ralph Fiennes, Sergio Castellitto, and Isabella Rossellini accepts the award for outstanding performance by a cast in a motion 
picture for ‘Conclave’ during the 31st annual Screen Actors Guild Awards on Sunday, Feb. 23, at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. (AP)

Sergio Castellitto, (from left), John Lithgow, Isabella Rossellini, and Ralph 
Fiennes, winners of the award for outstanding performance by a cast in a 
motion picture for ‘Conclave,’ pose in the press room during the 31st an-
nual Screen Actors Guild Awards on Sunday, Feb. 23, at the Shrine Audi-

torium in Los Angeles. (AP)

Hiroyuki Sanada, (from left), Tadanobu Asano, Anna Sawai, Hiroto Kanai, Moeka Hoshi, Tommy Bastow, and Shinnosuke Abe accept the 
award for outstanding performance by an ensemble in a drama series for ‘Shogun’ during the 31st annual Screen Actors Guild Awards. 

(AP)

Tommy Bastow, (from left), Shinnosuke Abe, Moeka Hoshi, Hiroyuki Sanada, Anna Sawai, 
Tadanobu Asano, and Hiroto Kanai, winners of the award for outstanding performance by 
an ensemble in a drama series for ‘Shogun,’ pose in a press room during the Screen Actors 

Guild Awards. (AP)

Awards

List of winners at the SAG Awards

Chalamet, Moore win best actor awards

‘Conclave’ triumphs at SAG Awards
LOS ANGELES, Feb 24, (AP): The 
papal thriller “Conclave” won best en-
semble and Timothée Chalamet took 
best actor at the 31st Screen Actors Guild 
Awards on Sunday, a pair of twists that 
added a few fi nal wrinkles to an unusu-
ally unpredictable awards season.

In winning the guild’s top award, 
Edward Berger’s Vatican-set drama tri-
umphed just as the Catholic Church was 
praying for the health of Pope Francis, 
who remained in critical condition Sun-
day after an asthmatic respiratory crisis. 
“Conclave” dramatizes the fi ctional elec-
tion of a new pope. Earlier in the evening 
onstage, Isabella Rossellini shared the 
cast’s best wishes for Pope Francis. 

All the momentum going into the SAG 
Awards was with Sean Baker’s “Anora,” 
which had won with the producers, direc-
tors and writers guilds. Now, with “Con-
clave” winning with the actors and at the 
BAFTAs, what will nab best picture in 
a week’s time at the Academy Awards 
is, again, anyone’s guess.  “Wow,” said 
“Conclave” star Ralph Fiennes taking 
the stage. “I’ve not been elected to speak. 
I’ve been designated to speak on behalf 
of our conclave, our ensemble.”

That wasn’t the only surprise in the 
ceremony held at the Shrine Auditori-
um in Los Angeles and streamed lived 
by Netfl ix. Chalamet’s best actor win 
upset “The Brutalist” star Adrien Bro-
dy and put the 29-year-old on course to 
possibly win his fi rst Academy Award. 

Surprised
Chalamet looked visibly surprised 

when his name was announced at the cer-
emony. But once he reached the staged, 
the “A Complete Unknown” star spoke 
with composure and confi dence.  “The 
truth is, this was 5 ½ years of my life,” 
said Chalamet. “I poured everything I 
had into playing this incomparable artist, 
Mr. Bob Dylan, a true American hero. It 
was the honor of a lifetime playing him.”

He then added: “The truth is, I’m 
really in pursuit of greatness. I know 
people don’t usually talk like that, but 
I want to be one of the greats.”

The other Oscar favorites - Demi 
Moore, Zoe Saldaña and Kieran 
Culkin - all won. The SAG Awards are 
closely watched as an Oscar preview. 
Their picks don’t always align exactly 
with those of the fi lm academy, but 
they often nearly do.

The last three best ensemble winners 
- “Oppenheimer,” “Everything Every-
where All at Once” and “CODA” - all 
went on to win best picture at the Oscars. 
All but one of the SAG acting winners of 
the last three years has also won the Os-

car. (The sole exception was Lily Glad-
stone, who won SAG’s award for female 
actor last year for “Killers of the Flower 
Moon,” but the Oscar trophy went to 
Emma Stone for “Poor Things”.)

Moore seemingly solidifi ed her 

Oscar chances by following up her 
Golden Globe win for her performance 
in “The Substance.” Moore, whose 
campaign was boosted by her speech 
about being pigeonholed a “popcorn 
actress,” has traded awards with “Ano-

ra” breakthrough Mikey Madison.
“What we believe is so much more 

powerful than what we think,” said 
Moore. “The saying, ‘I’ll believe it 
when I see it’ - the reality is when I 
believe it, I will see it.”

The SAG Awards unfolded against 
the backdrop of the aftermath of the 
devastating wildfi res that began in ear-
ly January. Those fi res forced the guild 
to cancel its in-person nominations 
announcement and launch a disaster 
relief fund for SAG-AFTRA members 
affected. Host Kristen Bell introduced 
attending fi refi ghters as “the most at-
tractive tables” among a sea of stars. 

Jane Fonda, 87, given the guild’s 
Life Achievement Award, provided 
the evening with its most passionately 
political moment. Fonda, a famed ac-
tivist, spoke indirectly about President 
Donald Trump’s administration. 

“We are in our documentary mo-
ment,” said Fonda. “This is it. And it’s 
not a rehearsal.” 

Fonda added that “woke just means 
you give a damn about other people.” 

Hurt
“A whole lot of people are going 

to be hurt by what’s happening, by 
what’s coming our way,” said Fonda. 
“We are going to need a big tent to re-
sist what’s coming at us.”

Jean Smart, who had advocated for can-
celing award shows because of the wild-
fi res, won best female actor in a comedy 
series for “Hacks.” Smart didn’t attend, 
but participated in a pre-taped introduction 
as her character, Deborah Vance. 

Also not in attendance: Martin 
Short, though he upset Jeremy Allen 
White to win best male actor in a com-
edy series for “Only Murders in the 
Building.” The Hulu series also won 
for best comedy ensemble. 

“Wait, we never win. This is so 
weird,” said Selena Gomez. “Marty 
and Steve (Martin) aren’t here because, 
you know, they don’t really care.” 

Colin Farrell won his fi rst SAG award, 
for his performance in “The Penguin” 
and also became the fi rst winner ever 
introduced, by Jamie Lee Curtis, as 
“the man who gave me COVID at the 
Golden Globes.” Farrell bounded to the 
stage and promptly responded, “Guilty as 
charged,” before blaming Brendan Glee-
son for giving it to him. 

Selena Gomes

Mikey Madison

Elle Fanning

From top: Selena Gomez, Mikey 
Madison, Elle Fanning and  Sofia 
Carson arrive at the 31st annual 
Screen Actors Guild Awards on 
Sunday, Feb. 23, at the Shrine Au-

ditorium in Los Angeles. (AP)

Demi Moore accepts the award for 
outstanding performance by a fe-
male actor in a leading role for ‘The 

Substance.’ (AP)

Kieran Culkin accepts the award 
for outstanding performance by a 
male actor in a supporting role for 

‘A Real Pain.’ (AP)

Timothee Chalamet poses with the 
award for outstanding performance 
by a male actor in a leading role for 

‘A Complete Unknown.’ (AP)

Jessica Gunning poses with the 
award for outstanding performance 
by a female actor for ‘Baby Rein-

deer.’ (AP)

Zoe Saldana accepts the award for 
outstanding performance by a fe-
male actor in a supporting role for 

‘Emilia Perez.’ (AP)

Jane Fonda poses with the life-
time achievement award during the 
31st annual Screen Actors Guild 

Awards. (AP)

LOS ANGELES, Feb 24, (AP): Here’s an updat-
ing list of winners at the 31st Screen Actors Guild 
Awards, held Sunday at the Shrine Auditorium in 
Los Angeles. In addition to the winners below, Jane 
Fonda received the SAG Life Achievement Award.

Film
■ Ensemble: “Conclave”
■ Female actor in a leading role:  Demi Moore, 

“The Substance”
■ Male actor in a leading role: Timothée Chal-
amet, “A Complete Unknown”
■ Female actor in a supporting role: Zoe Salda-
ña, “Emilia Pérez”
■ Male actor in a supporting role: Kieran 
Culkin, “A Real Pain”
■ Stunt ensemble: “The Fall Guy”

Television
■ Drama ensemble: “Shogun”
■ Comedy ensemble:  “Only Murders in the Building”
■ Female actor in a drama series:  Anna Sawai, 
“Shogun”
■ Male actor in a drama series: Hiroyuki Sana-
da, “Shogun”
■ Female actor in a comedy series: Jean Smart, 

“Hacks”
■ Male actor in a comedy series: Martin Short, 
“Only Murders in the Building”
■ Female actor in a limited series or TV movie: 
Jessica Gunning, “Baby Reindeer”
■ Male actor in a limited series or TV movie: 
Colin Farrell, “The Penguin”
■ Stunt ensemble: “Shogun”
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This image released by Disney shows Danny Ramirez, (left), and Antho-
ny Mackie in a scene from Marvel Studios’ ‘Captain America: Brave New 

World.’ (AP)

‘The Monkey’ adds to Neon’s successes

‘Captain America’ dives in second weekend
NEW YORK, Feb 24, (AP): “Captain America: 
Brave New World” soared on opening weekend, but 
crash-landed in its second go-around with audiences.
“Brave New World,” the latest sign that the Marvel 
machine isn’t quite what it used to be, remained No. 
1 at the box offi ce in its second frame with $28.2 
million in ticket sales, according to studio estimates 
Sunday. But after a debut of $100 million over four 
days and $88 million over three days, that meant a 
steep drop of 68%.

While blockbusters often see signifi cant slides in 
their second weekends, only two previous MCU titles 
have fallen off so fast: 2023’s “The Marvels,” which 
fell 78%, and 2023’s “Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quan-
tumania,” which dropped 70%.

The Anthony Mackie-led “Captain America” in-
stallment has been slammed by critics, and audiences 
also have graded it poorly, with a “B-” CinemaScore. 
“Brave New World,” which fans had hoped would 
right the Marvel ship, has been largely met as another 
example of a once impenetrable brand struggling to 
recapture its pre-”Avengers: Endgame” aura of in-
vincibility.

Still, “Brave New World” has quickly grossed 
$289.4 million worldwide, with international sales 
nearly reaching $150 million. And with few big-

budget offerings arriving in theaters in the coming 
weeks, it will have scant competition through much 
of March.

The biggest new release of the weekend was Oz 
Perkins’ “The Monkey,” the director’s follow-up to 
his 2024 horror hit, “Longlegs.” Adapted from a Ste-
phen King short story, “The Monkey” opened with 
$14.2 million for Neon, the second-best debut for 
the indie distributor. The best? “Longlegs,” which 
launched with $22.4 million.

Momentum
Neon had much to celebrate over the weekend. Its 

top awards contender, “Anora,” by Sean Baker, con-
tinues to gather momentum into next Sunday’s Acad-
emy Awards. The best-picture favorite added wins at 
the Independent Spirit Awards on Saturday. 

Perkins, Neon and Blumhouse, which partnered in 
the release of “The Monkey,” have found a produc-
tive low-budget collaboration, with more on the way. 
Even if “The Monkey” doesn’t reach the heights of 
“Longlegs” ($126.9 million globally), Perkins and 
Neon return with “Keeper” this October.

“The Monkey,” starring Tatiana Maslany and 
Theo James, revolves around an old monkey toy 
found in an attic. Reviews have been good (77% 

fresh on Rotten Tomatoes), though audiences were 
less impressed, giving it a C+ CinemaScore. Horror 
fi lms, though, typically grade low.

As it did with “Longlegs,” Neon leaned into cryptic 
promotion for “The Monkey,” along with some macabre 
marketing. A funeral premiere was held Los Angeles’ 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, and fan screenings took 
place at Hollywood Cemetery. The fi lm, produced by 
James Wan, cost $10 million to make. 

Lionsgate’s “The Unbreakable Boy” opened with 
a paltry $2.5 million in 1,687 theaters. The Christian-
themed Jon Gunn-directed fi lm starring Zachary Levi 
and Meghann Fahy, is about parents who learn their 
son is autistic and has brittle bone disease.

“Paddington in Peru,” the third installment of the 
marmalade-mad bear, fell to third place in its second 
weekend. It grossed $6.5 million in 3,890 locations, 
bringing its two-week total to $25.2 million. “Pad-
dington in Peru” has been most popular overseas, 
where it’s collected $125 million thus far.

“Ne Zha 2,” the animated Chinese juggernaut, took 
in $3.1 million from 800 theaters in its second week-
end. In China, the sequel has grossed $1.7 billion this 
month, setting numerous box-offi ce records. Those 
totals put “Ne Zha 2” past “Inside Out 2” ($1.66 bil-
lion) as the highest grossing animated fi lm ever.

Film

Why is the international film category broken?

Oscars are more international than ever
NEW YORK, Feb 24, (AP): For many 
fi lmmakers, the Oscars are a pipe 
dream. But not because they think their 
movies aren’t good enough.

The Iranian director, Mohammad 
Rasoulof, for instance, knew his native 
country was more likely to jail him 
than submit his fi lm for the Academy 
Awards. Iran, like some other coun-
tries including Russia, has an offi cial 
government body that selects its Os-
car submission. For a fi lmmaker like 
Rasoulof, who has brazenly tested his 
country’s censorship restrictions, that 
made the Oscars out of the question.

“A lot of independent fi lmmakers in 
Iran think that we would never be able 
to make it to the Oscars,” Rasoulof 
said in an interview through an inter-
preter. “The Oscars were never part of 
my imagination because I was always 
at war with the Iranian government.”

Unlike other categories at the Acad-
emy Awards, the initial selection for 
the best international fi lm category is 
outsourced. Individual countries make 
their submission, one movie per coun-
try.

Sometimes that’s an easy call. When 
the category - then “best foreign lan-
guage fi lm” - was established, it would 
have been hard to quibble with Italy’s 
pick: Federico Fellini’s “La Strada,” 
the category’s fi rst winner in 1957.

But, often, there’s great debate 
about which movie a country ought 
to submit - especially when undemo-
cratic governments do the selecting. 
Rasoulof’s fellow Iranian New Wave 
director Jafar Panahi likewise had no 
hopes of Iran selecting his 2022 fi lm 
“No Bears” for the Oscars. At the time, 
Panahi was imprisoned by Iran, which 
didn’t release him until he went on a 
hunger strike.

Rasoulof’s fi lm, “The Seed of the 
Sacred Fig” - a movie shot clandes-
tinely in Iran before its director and 
cast fl ed the country - ultimately was 
nominated for best international fi lm. 
But on March 2, it will be at the Oscars 
representing Germany, the country 
Rasoulof made his home in after being 
sentenced to fl ogging and eight years 
in prison in Iran.

Distribution
“The fi lm, to a large degree, is now 

a German fi lm, both because of the 
distribution company and because of 
all the people who worked on it post-
production, including myself,” said 
Rasoulof. “I’m a person who’s been 
ripped of his Iranian national identity.”

The Oscars are more international 
than ever. This year’s lead nominee, 
“Emilia Pérez,” is the most nominated 
non-English language fi lm ever. It’s 
a Mexico-set, Spanish-language fi lm 
shot outside Paris - a refl ection of how 
borderless fi lm can be. (It’s France’s 
Oscar submission.) For the seventh 
year in a row, a foreign-language fi lm 
has been nominated for best picture. 
And for the fi rst time, in fact, there 
are two up for Hollywood’s top prize: 
“Emilia Pérez” and the Brazilian dra-
ma “I’m Still Here.”

The historic 2020 win for “Parasite,” 
the fi rst non-English language best 
picture winner, wasn’t just, as director 
Bong Joon Ho called it then, a victory 
over “the one-inch-tall barrier of subti-
tles.” It was the sign of a tectonic shift 

in the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. To diversify its member-
ship, the academy has in recent years 
invited hundreds of overseas voters, 
tipping the Oscar scales. The Academy 
Awards have gone global. 

And yet the Academy Awards’ mar-
quee category for international cin-
ema, best international fi lm, has been 
continually criticized as unjust, out-
dated and subject to political interfer-
ence. “The Oscars’ international fi lm 
category is broken,” wrote fi lm critic 
Alissa Wilkinson in 2020 for Vox. 
“Nothing short of a total overhaul of 

the category is order,” wrote Variety 
critic Peter Debruge in 2022.

The academy has sometimes 
tweaked the category, which was re-
named in 2020. In 2006, the academy 
ruled that international submissions no 
longer needed to be in the language of 
its home country. Last year’s winner, 
“The Zone of Interest,” was a German-
language fi lm set at Auschwitz, but 
marked the United Kingdom’s fi rst 
best international fi lm Oscar.

To help guard the process from out-
side infl uence, the academy in 2023 
specifi ed that each country’s selec-

tion committees must be at least 50% 
composed of “fi lmmakers, artists and 
craftspeople.” But who those people 
are, and what their subjective sense of 
national identity might be, has often 
been questionable.

This year, one of the most conspicu-
ous absences from the Oscars is Payal 
Kapadia’s “All We Imagine As Light,” 
an Indian drama that numerous critics 
have named the best fi lm of 2024. It 
was the fi rst Indian fi lm to play in com-
petition at the Cannes Film Festival in 
30 years.

The Film Federation of Indian in-

stead chose Kiran Rao’s “Laapataa 
Ladies,” a glossier comedy from Jio 
Studios that the academy ultimately 
passed on. FFI president Ravi Kot-
tarakara told the Hollywood Reporter 
India that the jury, which was all male, 
felt “All We Imagine As Light” was 
like “watching a European fi lm taking 
place in India.”

Kapadia, speaking shortly after that 
decision, praised the choice of “Laapa-
taa Ladies” while taking issue with the 
jury’s metric.

“What is Indian? It’s a very big 
continent that we have,” said Kapa-
dia. “There’s a lot of Indias. I’m really 
happy with the fi lm they chose. It’s 
a really nice fi lm. I liked it a lot. But 
I feel like these kind of statements, I 
don’t know what purpose they serve. 
The committee that made the selection 
was 13 men. Is that very Indian?”

Rancor over the Greek selection 
process led 20 fi lmmakers to withdraw 
their submissions for this year’s Os-
cars to protest the Greece Ministry of 
Culture’s sudden replacement of selec-
tion committee members.

Renos Haralambidis, one of the 
fi lmmakers who withdrew his fi lm, 
told Balkan Investigative Reporting 
Network: “I believe that the commit-
tee that will choose which fi lm will 
be nominated for the Oscars should 
be independent of the state, because 
I believe the less the state in art, the 
better.”

Question
The question for the academy is: 

Does it want this annual drama in the 
international fi lm category? Should 
governments, autocratic or not, have 
any say in what fi lms are in the run-
ning for one of the most sought-after 
Oscars?

The fi lm academy declined to com-
ment for this article.

These are issues the Oscars have long 
been aware of. Sometimes, the academy 
has even lent a hand to a country mak-
ing its fi rst submission. That was the 
case when Bhutan established a selection 
committee so it could nominated Pawo 
Choyning Dorji’s 2019 fi lm “Lunana: A 
Yak in the Classroom.” It surprised pun-
dits and received an Oscar nomination, 
Bhutan’s fi rst.

What options does the academy 
have? It could make its own interna-
tional fi lm selection committee, like 
those that exist in other categories, 
and remove governments completely 
from the process. Some have advo-
cated for expanding the category to 10 
nominees, like best picture, and doing 
away with the one-nation, one-movie 
rule. Another option: Keep the current 
system but allow for several academy 
committee-chosen slots so that politi-
cal dissidents aren’t ruled out.

Such changes would surely be wel-
come news to those who believed 
France last year should have submitted 
Justine Triet’s best picture-nominated 
legal drama “Anatomy of a Fall,” or 
India ought to have backed the Telugu-
language smash “RRR.” Both picked 
up Oscars in other categories.

Regardless, it’s clear that geopoli-
tics have increasingly made the best 
international fi lm award at the Oscars 
almost as quarrelsome as the rest of 
our global existence.

This image released by Neon shows Soheila Golestani, (from left), Mahsa Rostami, and Setareh Maleki in a scene 
from ‘The Seed of the Sacred Fig.’ (AP)

This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti, (left), and Divya Prabha in a scene from 
‘All We Imagine As Light.’ (AP)

An era of family control of 007 ends

Amazon MGM takes creative reins of James Bond
NEW YORK, Feb 24, (AP): In a James 
Bond shakeup that stirred the fi lm indus-
try, Amazon MGM announced Thursday 
that the studio has taken the creative reins 
of the 007 franchise after decades of fam-
ily control. Longtime Bond custodians 
Michael G. Wilson and Barbara Broccoli 
said they would be stepping back.

Amazon MGM Studios, Wilson and 
Broccoli formed a new joint venture in 
which they will co-own James Bond 
intellectual property rights - but Ama-
zon MGM will have creative control. 

Financial terms weren’t disclosed. 
The deal is expected to close sometime 
this year. 

“With my 007 career spanning near-
ly 60 incredible years, I am stepping 
back from producing the James Bond 
fi lms to focus on art and charitable 
projects,” Wilson said in a statement. 
“Therefore, Barbara and I agree, it is 
time for our trusted partner, Amazon 

MGM Studios, to lead James Bond 
into the future.”

Amazon bought MGM Studios in 
2022 for $6.1 billion, a purchase that was 
signifi cantly motivated by the acquisition 
of one of the movies’ most beloved and 
long-running franchises. Since the Daniel 
Craig era of 007 concluded with 2021’s 
“No Time to Die,” Broccoli and Wilson 
have reportedly clashed with Amazon 
MGM over the direction of Bond. 

The announcement Thursday means 
that for the fi rst time in the more than 
half a century of Bond, a Broccoli 
won’t be greenlighting the next 007 
fi lm, or picking who inherits his tux. 
Amazon MGM also anticipates ex-
panding the franchise beyond movies. 

“We are grateful to the late Albert R. 
Broccoli and Harry Saltzman for bring-
ing James Bond to movie theaters around 
the world, and to Michael G. Wilson and 
Barbara Broccoli for their unyielding 

dedication and their role in continuing the 
legacy of the franchise that is cherished 
by legions of fans worldwide,” said Mike 
Hopkins, head of Prime Video and Ama-
zon MGM Studios. “We are honored to 
continue this treasured heritage, and look 
forward to ushering in the next phase of 
the legendary 007 for audiences around 
the world.”

Bond had been a family business 
since Albert “Cubby” Broccoli secured 
the rights to adaptations of Ian Flem-
ing’s novels and kicked off a run of 25 
Bond fi lms produced by Eon Produc-
tions, beginning with 1962’s “Dr. No.” 
Those movies have accrued $7.6 bil-
lion in box offi ce.

In 1995, the elder Broccoli handed 
over control of Eon to his daughter, 
Broccoli, and stepson, Wilson. In re-
cent years, the 64-year-old Broccoli 
has largely taken the lead as Wilson, 
83, has aged into retirement.

In this Oct 28, 2015 file photo, actor Daniel Craig poses for the media as 
he arrives for the German premiere of the James Bond movie ‘Spectre’ in 

Berlin, Germany. (AP)

LOS ANGELES: Justin Bieber and 
Steve Carell laced up their skates 
along with Hockey Hall of Famers 
Rob Blake, Mark Messier, Cammi 
Granato and Jeremy Roenick on 
Sunday afternoon to support relief 
funds from the Los Angeles fires.

The Los Angeles Kings and Na-
tional Hockey League held “Skate 
for LA Strong” at Crypto.com Are-
na to benefit recovery efforts from 
the devastating wildfires in South-
ern California. The Palisades Fire 
was the most destructive in Los 

A n g e l e s ’ 
history.

“ W e ’ r e 
looking to 
have a good 
time and 
show when 
we come to-
gether, good 
things hap-
pen,” Bieber 
said.

The four-
team exhi-

bition tournament was the brain-
child of Hockey Hall of Famer and 
Kings President Luc Robitaille. 

The four teams had 15 skaters 
and one goaltender and included a 
mix of celebrities, former players 
and local first responders.

“We’ve all been touched by what 
happened last month. We all have 
friends, families or different (people) 
that have been impacted, so for us to 
be able to make a difference and to 
do something, we’re gonna raise as 
much as possible and make a differ-
ence,” Robitaille said.

The team coached by actors 
Vince Vaughn and Cobie Smulders 
won both of its games to take the 
exhibition tournament. 

Roenick had two goals on the 
day and then playfully dropped the 
gloves with Bieber during one of 
the games. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

LOS ANGELES: Chinese animated 
blockbuster “Ne Zha 2” remained 
the top five at the North American 
box office on its second weekend, 
taking in 3.06 million U.S. dol-
lars for a North American cume 
of 14.85 million dollars, data 
from measurement firm Comscore 
showed on Sunday.

The tally made the film the high-
est-grossing Chinese-language film 
in North America since 2006.

Data from online platforms 
show that 2000’s “Crouching Ti-
ger, Hidden Dragon,” directed 
by Ang Lee, is still the highest-
grossing Chinese-language film 
in North America, with over 128 
million dollars, followed by 2002’s 
“Hero,” directed by Zhang Yimou, 
which generated 53.7 million U.S. 
dollars in North America. How-
ever, since 2006’s “Fearless,” 
starring Jet Li, which earned 24.6 
million in North America, no Chi-
nese-language film has been able to 
break through the 10 million-mark 
in North America.

“Ne Zha 2” is a sequel to the 2019 
animated box office hit “Ne Zha.” 
Both films were inspired by China’s 
16th-century classic novel “The In-
vestiture of the Gods.” (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

KABUL: A week-long street book 
fair kicked off on Sunday in Kabul, 
the capital of Afghanistan, which 
was aimed at promoting the culture 
of book reading among the public.

Organized by the Kabul Munici-
pality in collaboration with an in-
dependent publisher, the exhibition 
features hundreds of book titles 
across various genres, including 
language education, psychology, 
and literature, according to a state-
ment from the Kabul Municipality.

“The exhibition has been well 
received by visitors, both men and 
women, and we are delighted to see 
such enthusiasm for books,” Ali 
Ahmad Nazari, one of the organiz-
ers, told Xinhua. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia: Artists 
are seen during an “Ardah” dance 
performance in Diriyah, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, on Feb. 22, 2025. 
The performance was held to cel-
ebrate this year’s Saudi Founding 
Day, which falls on Feb. 22 every 
year to commemorate the establish-
ment of the first Saudi state in 1727 
by Imam Mohammed bin Saud. 
(XinhuaLuo Chen)RIYADH, Feb. 
23 (Xinhua) -- Traditional dancing 
performances were staged in Ri-
yadh on Saturday to mark the Saudi 
Founding Day, observed annually 
on February 22 to commemorate 
the establishment of the first Saudi 
state in 1727.

The “Ardah” dance, which com-
bines traditional chanting, sword-
play, and rhythmic drums, was 
originally performed to motivate 
warriors. (Xinhua)

Variety

Bieber 
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Eye expert warns about the dangers of water and foam sprays

Pope Francis in critical condition with
early kidney failure but remains alert

China reinforces daily PE for student well-being

Prolonged standing tied to 
chronic pain, heart issues

China to ‘end’
air pollution

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Retina Surgery and Ophthal-
mology Consultant at Jaber Hospital Dr. Yousef Al-
Dhafi ri praised the decision of the Ministry of Commerce 
to ban foam and water sprays during the National Day and 
Liberation Day celebrations. 

In an exclusive interview with the newspaper, Al-
Dhafi ri stressed that fi rmness in confronting such nega-
tive phenomena contributes to protecting celebrants from 
direct eye damage resulting from the use of foam or water 
sprays; in addition to the second social dimension, which 
is preserving public money and water -- preserving the 

blessing of water, and not encouraging children to assault 
and spray others with water without permission. 

Regarding the effects of such negative phenomena on 
the eye, he cited the danger of direct injury to the eye; 
as the foam is for cleaning cars.  “Regrettably, it was 
promoted and marketed for some chemical materials and 
cleaning sprays at one time, for a festive activity which, 
unfortunately, causes severe harm to the eye, as such for-
mulations contain materials that cause chemical burns to 
the cornea of the eye, burns to the conjunctiva, redness 
of the eye and severe damage,” he explained. 

He pointed out that the ban on foam spraying during 
celebrations has led to a decrease in the number of eye 

injury cases over the past three years. He credited the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the Ministry of 
Health for their tremendous efforts in this regard. 

He also revealed that diabetic retinopathy is the most 
common eye disease among adults in Kuwait, followed 
by eye pressure disease, hereditary retinal diseases, cata-
racts and high eye pressure. 

He said most eye patients can fast during Ramadan, 
but they should adhere to using their prescribed eye 
drops. He emphasized that fasting is a religious matter 
and patients should follow their own beliefs and consult 
with religious scholars if they have concerns about using 
eye drops while fasting. 

He advised patients with diabetes and diabetic retinopathy 
to control their sugar levels during Ramadan and to avoid 
sugary drinks and foods. He warned that high sugar levels 
can lead to retinal hemorrhage and other complications. 

He then explained that chronic diseases such as dia-
betes and high blood pressure can damage the retina and 
optic nerve, leading to vision loss. He said these tissues 
are irreplaceable, and that there is no treatment for optic 
nerve damage. 

He added that people considering weight loss injec-
tions should consult an ophthalmologist beforehand, as 
there have been reports of these injections affecting the 
optic nerve.

ROME, Feb 24, (AP): Pope Francis 
remained in critical condition Sunday 
and blood tests showed early kidney 
failure but he remains alert, responsive 
and attended Mass, the Vatican said, 
as the 88-year-old pontiff battles pneu-
monia and a complex lung infection.

In a late update, the Vatican said 
Francis hadn’t had any more respira-
tory crises since Saturday night but 
was still receiving high fl ows of sup-
plemental oxygen.

Some blood tests showed “initial, 
mild, kidney failure,” but doctors said 
it was under control. 

“The complexity of the clinical pic-
ture, and the necessary wait for drug 
therapies to provide some feedback, 
dictate that the prognosis remains 
guarded,” Francis’ doctors concluded.

Prayers for Francis, meanwhile, 
poured in from around the world, from 
his native Argentina to the seat of Sun-
ni Islam in Cairo to schoolchildren in 
Rome.

In New York, Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan admitted what church leaders in 
Rome weren’t saying publicly: that the 
Catholic faithful were united “at the 
bedside of a dying father.”

Condition
“As our Holy Father Pope Francis is 

in very, very fragile health, and prob-
ably close to death,” Dolan said in his 
homily from the pulpit of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, though he later told report-
ers he hoped and prayed that Francis 
would “bounce back.”

Doctors have said Francis’ condition 
is touch-and-go, given his age, fragil-
ity and pre-existing lung disease. His 
condition has revived speculation about 
what might happen if he becomes un-
conscious or otherwise incapacitated, 
and whether he might resign.

Francis was supposed to celebrate 
Mass on Sunday morning in St. Peter’s 
Basilica and ordain deacons as part 

of the Vatican’s yearlong Holy Year 
commemoration.

The organizer of the Holy Year, 
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, celebrat-
ed the Mass in his place and offered 
a special prayer for Francis from the 
altar before delivering the homily the 
pope had prepared.

“Even though he is in a hospital bed, 
we feel Pope Francis close to us. We feel 
him present among us,” Fisichella told 
the hundreds of white-robed deacons.

A prewritten message that had been 
prepared for Francis to read Sunday, but 
he did not deliver, said he was “confi -
dently continuing my hospitalization at 
the Gemelli Hospital, carrying on with 
the necessary treatment; and rest is also 
part of the therapy!” The message asked 
for prayers for him - as he always asks - 
and noted the upcoming anniversary of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, “a painful 
and shameful occasion for the whole of 
humanity.”

Meanwhile in Francis’ native Ar-

gentina, Catholics prayed for the pope 
at the Buenos Aires cathedral and the 
city’s iconic obelisk was lit up “Fran-
cis, the city prays for you.”

In Cairo, the grand imam of Al-
Azhar, the seat of Sunni learning who 
forged a close bond with Francis, 
wished him well.

“I pray to Allah to grant my dear 
brother, Pope Francis, a swift recovery 
and to bless him with good health and 
well-being so that he may continue his 
journey in serving humanity,” Sheikh 
Ahmed al-Tayeb wrote in a Facebook 
post. 

The American Jewish Committee 
also offered prayers. “We stand to-
gether with our Catholic brothers and 
sisters during this challenging time,” 
the group wrote on X.

And school children from around 
Rome deluged the Gemelli hospital 
with get-well cards, while Italian bish-
ops led rosary prayers and celebrated 
special Masses across Italy.

BEIJING, Feb. 24, (Xinhua): Thanks 
to more emphasis on PE classes, the 
southern Chinese city of Shenzhen has 
seen a noticeable drop in the number of 
secondary school students who need to 
wear glasses.

The municipal education bureau re-
cently released the data one year after 
it piloted “one physical education (PE) 
class per day” in the compulsory edu-
cation stage.

Since its implementation on Jan. 1, 
2024, the overall myopia rate among 
children and adolescents in Shen-
zhen has dropped to 55.5 percent, 
down 1.2 percentage points from 
2023. Meanwhile, a measurement of 
student physical fitness excellence 
rose by over 6 percentage points 

from 2023.
   “Seeing the data, I feel even more 

confi dent about implementing the 
policy. A year of practice has proven 
that we made the right decision,” said 
Zheng Xiuyu, head of the municipal 
education bureau.

Since the beginning of this new 
semester, various provincial-level re-
gions in China have introduced poli-
cies to ensure students have proper re-
cess activities and suffi cient PE classes 
to improve their health.

Beijing has released a document to 
strengthen physical education in pri-
mary and secondary schools. It out-
lines eight measures, including ensur-
ing one PE class for primary and junior 
high school students and ensuring that 

they engage in at least two hours of 
comprehensive physical activities 
every day.

Regions such as Hunan, Hebei, 
Gansu, Tianjin and Sichuan have re-
cently released similar documents.

These initiatives came after con-
cerns over the physical and men-
tal health of primary and secondary 
school students have been growing in 
recent years.

A 2024 report released by the China 
Development Research Foundation 
highlights that issues like myopia, 
obesity and scoliosis are surpassing 
infectious diseases as primary health 
concerns. Mental health problems, in-
cluding high anxiety and depression 
rates, are also rising.

NEW YORK, Feb 24, (AP): As a citizen 
of both France and America, Margaux 
Lantelme has noticed a difference in 
how store cashiers work in the two coun-
tries: in France, they do their jobs sitting 
down. In the US, where Lantelme works 
a register at REI, cashiers typically spend 
eight hours a day on their feet.

For Lantelme, a former kayaking in-
structor, prolonged standing can trig-
ger fl are-ups of chronic pain that limit 
her mobility. She requested a chair to 
use during her shift and got one. But 
after a change in management, she had 
to fi ll out paperwork to keep the chair, 
which required multiple doctor visits 
and insurance co-payments over a pe-
riod of months. She’s still waiting for 
fi nal approval.

“Not having access to a chair with-
out approval from a doctor, which 
costs money and time and energy, is 
really ridiculous,” Lantelme said. “I 
personally think that people should be 
able to have access to seating at work 
anytime they need it.”

Standing for long periods can lead 
to low back pain, fatigue, muscle pain 
and leg swelling, and it can increase 
the risk of cardiovascular problems and 
pregnancy complications, according 
to a review conducted by the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health. Researchers there concluded 
that movement, whether walking or 
shifting from a standing to a seated or 
leaning position, appeared to be the best 
way of reducing those health hazards. 

Being on one’s feet for an extended 
time also can lead to chronic venous 
insuffi ciency, a disease in which dam-
aged veins impact blood circulation, 
according to the Association of periO-
perative Registered Nurses, which rep-
resents operating room nurses.

Fatigue
The association recommends trying 

“fatigue-reducing techniques such as 
alternate propping one foot on a foot-
stool, the use of anti-fatigue mats, us-
ing a sit-stand stool and wearing sup-
portive footwear,” said Lisa Spruce, 
senior director of evidence-based peri-
operative practices at AORN.

Many jobs besides nursing require 
extended standing: department store 
sales clerks, hairdressers, surgeons, 
restaurant cooks and airport workers 
are just some of the people who per-
form their roles on their feet. 

Cecilia Ortiz, 43, used to work as an 
airport wheelchair attendant in Phoenix. 
“It takes a really hard toll on the knees,” 
she said. The break room had three or 
four chairs, which wasn’t enough for 
everyone, so workers often went to the 
hallway and sat on the fl oor, Ortiz said.

She said she once got written up by 
her boss for sitting down at an elec-
tronic device charging station for 15 
minutes after she’d been on her feet 
for fi ve hours without a break. 

Ortiz now works for a warehouse 
that provides supplies to the airport, 
and when she needs to sit, she can.

“It’s not so strict over there. If we 
needed to sit down for any reason there 

wouldn’t be a problem,” Ortiz said.
Her former employer, Prospect Air-

port Services, said it adheres to all lo-
cal, state and federal labor regulations 
regarding breaks. “Our employees 
are welcome to take their breaks and 
meals in our designated break room or 
in any common-use space throughout 
the airport,” company spokesperson 
Jackie Reedy said. “This policy allows 
our employees to choose the location 
that best suits their needs.” 

Unionized workers at the Barnes 
& Nobles store in Manhattan’s Union 
Square have made access to chairs and 
the right to sit down under certain con-
ditions a part of their negotiations for 
their fi rst contract.

Solutions
“The longer I’ve been at the job, 

I’ve started noticing knee issues, espe-
cially because we do a lot of bending 
down and standing back up when we’re 
shelving books and showing customers 
things and creating displays,” booksell-
er Bear Spiegel, 28, said. “Being able to 
have a stool available would be really 
useful just so I could rest my knees for 
a couple of minutes throughout the day 
while I’m doing things on the computer 
while I’m at the registers.”

Spiegel’s coworkers suggested 
wearing a knee brace and athletic tape, 
and those solutions have helped, but 
it’s hard for him to predict what days 
he’ll need the extra support because 
his symptoms vary each day, he said. 

“There have been days that I’ve 
requested a stool and thankfully my 
managers have allowed me to take 
them out and use them when needed,” 
Spiegel said.

Barnes & Noble uses chairs or stools 
routinely for those working off the 
sales fl oor when it’s sensible to do so, 
but a lot of a bookseller’s work is done 
on the move, including unpacking, 
sorting and shelving books, a company 
spokesperson said.

The Retail, Wholesale and Depart-
ment Store Union, which represents 
about 100,000 workers, has been push-
ing to include in the contracts it nego-
tiates, including at Barnes & Noble, a 
guaranteed right to sit during work that 
can be done seated, said Stuart Appel-
baum, the union’s president.

During one bargaining session, an 
employer objected to the demand. Un-
ion negotiators used a break that emp-
tied the conference room to underline 
their position. “The employer came 
back and saw we had removed all chairs 
from the negotiating table,” Appelbaum 
said. “I think the point was made.”

In the end, the union got the chairs it 
wanted written into the contract, he said.

Around the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, most states in the U.S. had laws 
requiring seating for female workers. 
Women were increasingly entering the 
workforce, and there was a fear that if 
their jobs were too physically taxing, 
they might not become pregnant, said 
Eileen Boris, a labor historian and pro-
fessor at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. 

BEIJING, Feb 24, (Xinhua): China 
aims to basically eliminate severe air 
pollution by 2025, the fi nal year of the 
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025), Li 
Tianwei, an offi cial with the Ministry 
of Ecology and Environment, said on 
Monday.

To reach this goal, China will ramp 
up efforts in pollution control and 
emission reduction, improve its air 
quality forecasting and early warn-
ing systems, and enhance coordinated 
management of PM2.5 and ozone pol-
lution, Li told a press conference.

In 2024, China’s air quality con-
tinued to improve significantly. The 
average concentration of PM2.5 in 
cities at or above the prefecture level 
was 29.3 micrograms per cubic me-
ter, a year-on-year decrease of 2.7 
percent. 

The proportion of days with good 
air quality reached 87.2 percent, up by 
1.7 percentage points year on year.

“The blue sky is not given; it is 
earned,” Li said.

In China, mobile sources are a sig-
nifi cant contributor to air pollutant 
emissions, accounting for roughly 60 
percent of the national nitrogen oxides 
and 24 percent of the volatile organic 
compounds.

To effectively tackle mobile source 
air pollution, it is crucial to expedite 
the development and revision of rel-
evant standards, the offi cial said, add-
ing that China plans to introduce new 
emission standards that align with 
global best practices.

China will also boost the share of 
new energy vehicles and machinery in 
airports, ports and logistics parks, and 
accelerate the transition of long-haul 
bulk cargo transportation from road to 
rail and waterways, Li said.   

❑     ❑     ❑ 

Quantum communication: A team 
of Chinese researchers proposed a 
theory of one-way quantum direct 
communication and successfully de-
veloped a practical system, advancing 
quantum direct communication from 
a concept to the stage of practical ap-
plication.

According to a study recently 
published in Science Advances, re-
searchers from the Beijing Academy 
of Quantum Information Sciences, 
Tsinghua University, and North Chi-
na University of Technology set a 
record in a standard optical fi ber com-
munication test with a transmission 
distance of 104.8 km. They achieved 
stable transmission at a rate of 2.38 
kilobit per second for 168 consecu-
tive hours.

Quantum direct communication was 
previously proposed by a team led by 
Long Guilu from Tsinghua Univer-
sity, one of the corresponding authors 
of the study paper. It enables secure 
communication by utilizing quantum 
states and features characteristics such 
as eavesdropping detection and pre-
vention, compatibility with existing 
networks, simplifi ed management pro-
cesses, and covert transmission.

Diabetic patients should control sugar levels during Ramadan: Dr. Al-Dhafi ri

Pontiff battles complex lung infection

Schools see drop in myopia rates in children

Standing job’s health risks Communication

Candles and photos for Pope Francis are seen at the Agostino Gemelli 
Polyclinic, in Rome, Monday, Feb. 24, where the Pontiff is hospitalized 

since Friday, Feb. 14. (AP)
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Brian Campbell, of the United States, watches his hit from a bunker on the 18th hole during the final round of the 
Mexico Open golf tournament in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. (AP)

Cagliari’s Zito Luvumbo in action during the Serie A soccer match between Cagliari Calcio and Juventus at the Unipol Domus in Cagliari, Sardinia, 
Italy. (AP)

Angel Yin of the U.S., holds her trophy during the award ceremony after winning the LPGA Honda Thailand golf 
tournament in Pattaya, southern Thailand. (AP)

Angel Yin takes Honda LPGA Thailand

Campbell wins first PGA tour title at Mexico Open

Napoli winless streak reaches  
4 with loss at promoted Como

‘A big concern’

Nordic combined faces a
shaky future at Olympics
WASHINGTON, Feb 24, (AP): Nordic combined has a rich history in the 
Olympics and potentially, a bleak future.

Since the first Winter Games in 1924, the unique sport has tested the bravery 
and endurance of athletes in ski jumping and cross-country skiing.

A year from now, it might be a former Olympic sport.
“That’s a big concern - or a big issue - that we talk about,” four-time Olympic 

champion Joergen Graabak of Norway said in an interview with The Associ-
ated Press.

Nordic combined is scheduled to wrap up competition at the Milan-Cortina 
Olympics on Feb. 19, 2026, and that may be its finale on the world stage.

The International Olympic Committee will make the call in June, when it 
decides which events will be part of its program at the 2030 French Alps Winter 
Games.

The sport might not make the cut at least in part to end conversations about 
its gender inequities during an era in which women have made strides in sports 
across the globe.

Nordic combined is the only Winter Olympic sport that excludes a gender, 
giving men an opportunity to go for gold while women are relegated to watch-
ing. The International Ski and Snowboard Federation (FIS) plans to apply for 
women’s Nordic Combined to become an Olympic sport, but not until the sum-
mer of 2026.

The IOC is proud to say the 2026 Winter Games will be the most gender-
balanced, hailing the fact that 47% of the athletes will be female.

While the governing body could decide to give women a chance at Olympic 
gold in Nordic combined, it could also choose to eliminate the sport from the 
program in five years.

FIS, national governing bodies, athletes, coaches and advocates are doing 
what they can to salvage the sport on the Olympic level. They have increased 
the number of participating skiers along with attempts to boost its visibility 
with a docuseries “The Overlooked,” and a bigger presence on social media.

The French ski federation may also give the sport a lifeline.
Although the governing body in France is not going to call the shots, it 

is teaming up with FIS to publicly and privately push for women in Nordic 
combined to have their first opportunity to compete for Olympic gold in 
2030.

“Women’s Nordic combined is developing little by little around the world 
and it’s only logical that women should be able to join the Olympic program 
too,” French skiing federation technical director Pierre Mignerey told the AP. 
“But we are not the decision-makers.”

Jarl Magnus Riiber, a five-time overall World Cup champion currently 
ranked No. 1, hopes the IOC considers how cutting the sport would also affect 
two other disciplines.

“Taking away Nordic combined will destroy ski jumping a little bit and cross 
country as well,” said the 27-year-old Norwegian, who is planning to retire fol-
lowing the season due to a digestive condition. “This is very important for the 
stability of our system.

“It’s a very easy choice for them to make a quick fix, but I think for the fu-
ture, it’s best to keep it in the Winter Games.”

Three years ago, Nordic combined barely survived as an Olympic sport.
The IOC’s executive board lamented that it did not have strong international 

representation outside of Europe. During the previous three Winter Games, just 
four countries won the 27 medals available and the sport had the smallest audi-
ence during those Olympics.

Since then, FIS has provided the IOC with progress reports every six months 
and met annually.

Females who leave a perch as high as a 40-story building and fearlessly fly 
the length of an American football field and then race on cross-country skis 
have also done their part to keep flickering Olympic dreams alive.

There are 46 women with World Cup points, entering world championships 
that start Thursday in Norway, after 30 females participated in the debut season 
four years ago.

Skiers from Germany, Japan and Norway are in the top three in the World 
Cup standings and eight countries are represented among the top 12.

Kean discharged from hospital after collapsing

ROME, Feb 24, (AP): Nap-
oli’s winless streak reached 
four matches with a 2-1 
loss at promoted Como in 
the Italian league.

Amir Rrahmani set the tone 
of the match for Napoli with 
an own-goal seven minutes in. 
Giacomo Raspadori equalized 
for Napoli 10 minutes later but 
19-year-old Spanish winger As-
sane Diao won it for Como after 
being set up by Nico Paz late in 
the second half.

Antonio Conte’s Napoli had a 
chance to reclaim the Serie A lead 
from defending champion Inter Mi-
lan, which moved ahead by beating 
Genoa, but will instead be in second 
for a matchup with Inter next week-
end.

Napoli had drawn its three previ-
ous matches.

Cesc Fabregas’ Como moved up 
to 13th.

Third-placed Atalanta bounced 
back from a Champions League exit 
with a 5-0 rout at Empoli that was 
helped by a brace from Ademola 
Lookman.

Mateo Retegui and Davide Zap-
pacosta also scored for Atalanta, 
which took the lead with an own-
goal from Emmanuel Gyasi.

Atalanta moved within three 
points of the top of the league.

Fourth-placed Juventus won 1-0 
at Cagliari with an early goal from 
Dusan Vlahovic after it, too, was 
eliminated from the Champions 
League.

Also, Hellas Verona beat Fioren-
tina 1-0 with a goal fi ve minutes into 
second-half injury time from An-
toine Bernede.

Fiorentina forward Moise Kean 
has been released from the hospital 
after collapsing on the fi eld during a 

Serie A match on Sunday following 
a head injury.

Kean was carried off on a stretch-
er and taken to a local hospital after 
the incident in the second half of 
Fiorentina’s match at Hellas Ve-
rona.

“Fiorentina can confi rm that 
Moise Kean was discharged from 
hospital in Verona overnight and has 
returned to Florence. Medical and 
diagnostic tests all produced nega-
tive results,” his club said in a brief 
statement on Monday.

Kean had been hit in the face and 
received treatment for a deep cut 
on his eyebrow before returning to 
the game. But a few minutes later 
he fell down to the grass. The Italy 
international did not appear to lose 
consciousness.

It was the second time that a 
Fiorentina player collapsed this sea-
son, after Edoardo Bove lost con-
sciousness in December. Bove was 
placed in a medically induced coma 
and then had a heart defi brillator im-
planted.

Kean is having the best season of 
his career, with 15 goals scored.

Verona went on to beat Fiorentina 
1-0 with Antoine Bernede netting 
the winner fi ve minutes into stop-
page time. Fiorentina’s next match 
is on Friday, at home to Lecce.

VALLARTA, Mexico, Feb 24, (AP): Brian Campbell 
cashed in on a huge break Sunday when his tee shot in a 
playoff bounced out of the trees and back into play, lead-
ing to a birdie on the second extra hole to win the Mexico 
Open over Aldrich Potgieter.

Campbell, who closed with a 1-under 70 at Vidanta 
Vallarta, won for the fi rst time since he turned pro a dec-
ade ago and the timing could not have been better. The 
victory sends him to the Masters, The Players Champion-
ship and the PGA Championship, along with fi ve of the 
signature events left on the tour schedule.

Campbell and Potgieter, who shot 71, each made birdie 
on the 18th in regulation and began the playoff with a par. 
Returning to the par-5 closing hole for the third time - a 
big advantage for the 20-year-old South African with his 

power - the 31-year-old Campbell hit a low, hard fade 
toward the out-of-bounds stakes.

But it crashed into the trees and popped back out into 
the rough. He still was 94 yards behind Potgieter, but at 
least he had a shot. He hit fairway metal to 68 yards short, 
and hit a lob wedge to 4 feet. Potgieter came up a foot 
short and into a bunker. He blasted out some 6 feet by and 
missed the birdie putt to the left.

Campbell was winless in 186 starts on the Korn Ferry 
and PGA Tour combined, earning $1,487,830. His payoff 
Sunday was $1,260,000.

Potgieter started the fi nal round with a one-shot lead, 
fell behind with two bogeys to end the front nine, caught 
up to Campbell with a superb up-and-down on the par-5 
14th. They each made one bogey coming in and fi nished 

at 20-under 264.
Angel Yin won for the second time on the LPGA Tour, 

making a shot birdie putt on the 18th hole for a 7-under 
65 that was just enough to hold off hard-charging Akie 
Iwai of Japan in the Honda LPGA Thailand.

Yin started the fi nal round on the Pattaya Old Course 
at Siam Country Club with a fi ve-shot lead. She played 
bogey-free. She had four birdies on the last six holes. 
And it was barely enough to capture the title.

Akie, who along with twin sister Chisato Akie are 
LPGA rookies this year, was dynamic to the very end 
when she made eagle on the par-5 closing hole for a 61 to 
momentarily tie for the lead. Yin got her birdie to fi nish 
at 28-under 260.

Jacques Kruyswijk of South Africa closed with a 4-un-

der 67 and held on to win the Kenya Open for his fi rst 
European tour title.

Kruyswijk fi nished at 18-under 266 at Muthaiga Golf 
Club for a two-shot victory over John Parry, who shot a 
68.

The 32-year-old Kruyswijk completed the weekend 
bogey-free and carded four birdies in the final round. 
Having started the day one shot ahead, Kruyswijk 
was overtaken by Parry within five holes, but back-
to-back birdies on Nos. 6 and 7 saw him regain the 
lead.

Nick Voke closed with a 3-under 69 and held on for 
a one-shot victory over Jake McLeod (65) in the We-
bex Players Series Sydney on the PGA Tour of Aus-
tralasia.

Atalanta’s Mateo Retegui, left, and Empoli’s Alberto Grassi in action dur-
ing the Serie A soccer match between Empoli and Atalanta at the ‘Carlo 

Castellani - Computer Gross Arena’ Stadium in Empoli, Italy. (AP)

In this file photo, gold medal winner Norway’s Joergen Graabak shows his 
medal during the Nordic combined individual Gunderson large hill/10k medal 

ceremony at the 2022 Winter Olympics in Zhangjiakou, China. (AP)
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Another thrilling NASCAR finish in Atlanta

Bell takes only lead in OT to edge Hocevar, Larson
HAMPTON, Ga., Feb 24, (AP): 
Christopher Bell celebrated a 
drought-ending victory for himself 
and Joe Gibbs Racing after a dra-
matic comeback in Atlanta.

Bell edged Carson Hocevar and 
Kyle Larson in overtime Sunday 
in another close NASCAR Cup 
Series finish at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway.

Bell led only the fi nal lap in his 
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota and had a 
slight edge on the outside when the 
caution light came on in overtime 
following a wreck by Josh Berry.

“That last lap of the race we were 
at our best,” Bell said.

It was the fi rst victory for Joe 
Gibbs Racing since Bell’s win at 
New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
on June 23, 2024.

“I am glad that we don’t have to 
hear about that,” Bell said. “’Joe 
Gibbs Racing hasn’t won since 
June.’ That’s all I’ve heard. So I’m 
very happy to end that narrative.” 

The 30-year-old Oklahoma driver 
has 10 career Cup victories, and he 
acknowledged Atlanta wasn’t the 
spot his team had circled to end the 
drought.

Bell’s strength in his career has 
not been superspeedway style rac-
ing, but he pulled off the come-
back after qualifying only 32nd 
and struggling most of the day to 
look like a serious contender. Even 
Bell’s crew chief, Adam Stevens, 
wasn’t expecting the late comeback.

“I think I fell off the edge of my 

seat a couple of times, especially 
there what was it, maybe 10, 15 to 
go when we were up in the top three 
or four and then fell back outside 
the top 10,” Stevens said. “I thought 
we were toast. But Bell just kept his 
head down and really dug deep all 
day.”

Austin Cindric led in his Team 
Penske Ford before he and William 
Byron, the Daytona 500 winner last 
week, wrecked with three laps re-
maining, setting up the overtime.

Hocevar faced criticism from 
Ryan Blaney and other drivers after 
the race for his aggressive style on 
the track.

“Yeah, I mean, there’s some stuff 
I got to learn and clean up a little 
bit, but I feel like we put ourselves 
in the perfect opportunity to try and 
win a race,” Hocevar said after fall-
ing short in a bid for his fi rst victory. 
“I’ve never had that opportunity re-
ally before, especially on a super-
speedway.”

Kyle Busch fi nished seventh, 
ending his hopes of snapping a win-
less streak on the Cup Series. Busch 
won the Atlanta Truck Series race 
Saturday but is still looking for his 
fi rst Cup win since 2023 after hav-
ing his NASCAR-record 19-year 
streak with at least one win end last 

year.
Larson failed to fi nish the last 

four and fi ve of the last six Atlanta 
races and was involved in accidents 
in each of the six.

Larson’s Hendrick Motorsports 
teammates claimed the spotlight in 
NASCAR’s fi rst two weeks. Chase 
Elliott won The Clash on Feb. 2 be-
fore Byron avoided late wrecks to 
win the Daytona 500.

Larson’s string of bad luck ended 
Sunday after he qualifi ed only 17th. 
Larson, the 2021 Cup champion, 
surged late the win the second stage.

“Came up a little bit short, but 
proud of the effort today by ev-
erybody on our HendrickCars.com 
Chevy,” Larson said. “Yeah, fi nally 
fi nished at Atlanta and fi nally got to 
run up front.”

Elliott was in the top 10 when 
his Hendricks Motorsports Chev-
rolet hit the wall late in the sec-
ond stage and then hit Brad Ke-
selowski’s RFK Racing’s Ford, 
ending Keselowski’s race. Elliott 
finished 18th.

Daniel Suarez, who edged Blaney 
Kyle Busch in a thrilling three-wide 
fi nish in Atlanta’s 2024 February 
race, saw his hopes for a repeat 
win end when he was involved in 
a seven-car crash early in the third 
stage. Cole Custer, Ty Gibbs, Cody 
Ware, Noah Gragson and JJ Yaley 
also were involved.

Blaney was in contention before 
his late one-car spin caused a cau-
tion, but he rallied to fi nish fourth.

Christopher Bell celebrates victory after a NASCAR Cup Series auto 
race in Hampton, Ga. (AP)

Championship’s third season with Suffix concluded, winners of the CSI3-W* show jumping competition announced

KIB | The Stadium proves to be an exceptional success beyond expectations

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Kuwait International Bank (KIB) announced the suc-
cessful conclusion of the third season of KIB | The Stadium championship, which 
exceeded all expectations. The event garnered signifi cant audience engagement 
and was enjoyed by attendees and participating riders from various countries, 
including Kuwait, Argentina, Bahrain, Belarus, Belgium, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, Hungary, India, Italy, Jordan, the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, and 
Spain. This achievement played a vital role in promoting sports tourism, stimu-
lating the local economy and domestic trade, and supporting small and medium-
sized enterprises.

The championship drew a large crowd, creating a thrilling and sportsman-
like atmosphere of intense competition.The closing ceremony was attended 
by several prominent figures, including H. E. the Minister of Information 
and Culture and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Baddah 
Al-Mutairi; Vice Chairman and CEO of KIB Raed Jawad Bukhamseen; Vice 
President of the Kuwait Olympic Committee Sheikh Mubarak Faisal Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah; Acting Director General of the Public Authority for 
Sports Bashar Abdullah; President of the Kuwait Equestrian Federation 
Masoud Hayat; Secretary of the Kuwait Equestrian Federation Ghazi Al-
Jariwi; General Manager of the Retail Banking Department at KIB Othman 
Tawfeqe; Chief Executive Officer of Suffix Ahmed Al Huzami; Manager of 
the Corporate Communications Unit at KIB Marwa Marafie; in addition to 
a number of employees from KIB and Suffix. Commenting on the success 
of the three-week championship, Othman Tawfeqe, General Manager of the 
Retail Banking Departmentat KIB, said: “We are extremely proud of the suc-
cess of the third edition of KIB | The Stadium. This event not only highlighted 
Kuwait’s remarkable equestrian talent but also reinforced the country’s posi-
tion as a premier destination for hosting and organizing international sporting 
events. We congratulate all the winners and participants on their outstanding 
performances.”

As the title sponsor of the championship organized by Suffi x, KIB partnered 

with leading experts and specialists in sports event management for KIB | The 
Stadium.  A world-class equestrian arena was built along Marina Beach, providing 
a unique and innovative experience for the Kuwaiti community as well as the local 
and international teams competing in the event.

Tawfeqe added: “KIB is dedicated to supporting and sponsoring sports events 
and activities, reinforcing the role of Kuwaiti banks—and the private sector as a 
whole—as strategic partners in the state’s efforts to empower youth, nurture tal-
ent, and advance Kuwait’s sports landscape. This commitment also strengthens 

Kuwait’s position as a premier destination for hosting major international champi-
onships.Continuing this mission, the Bank remains committed to building a better 
future for the community, launching and sponsoring initiatives that enable indi-
viduals to achieve their ambitions, refl ecting its main slogan, ‘Bank for Life’.”

Tawfeqe also expressed his gratitude to everyone who contributed to the suc-
cess of the third season of KIB | The Stadium, highlighting how this year’s events 
drew a large audience of equestrian enthusiasts and played a key role in promoting 
the sport across the region. He emphasized that this success reinforces KIB’s com-
mitment to supporting such initiatives, which align with the Bank’s comprehen-
sive social responsibility strategy and its ongoing efforts to strengthen community 
engagement and foster meaningful connections with all segments of society.

From his side, Chief Operations Offi cer of Suffi x Ahmed Al-Majed said: “The 
success of the third season of KIB | The Stadium is a testament to the growing en-
thusiasm for equestrian sports in Kuwait and the region. At Suffi x, we take pride in 
organizing such prestigious competitions, and we remain committed to elevating 
the standard of equestrian events in the country. Congratulations to all the winners 
and participants for their outstanding performances.”

The KIB | The Stadium championship attracted approximately 500 riders and 
5,000 spectators, fostering an atmosphere of excitement, fi erce competition, and 
true sportsmanship. Kuwaiti rider Yara Al-Hunaidi stole the spotlight by claiming 
fi rst place in the Grand Prix of the FEI World Cup Jumping Qualifi er, a CSI3-
W* event. Ali Al-Khorafi  secured second place, while Fawaz Al-Subaie fi nished 
third. The winners earned valuable points toward their World Cup qualifi cation 
rankings.

It is worth noting that sports play a vital role in KIB’s comprehensive social 
responsibility program, which includes organizing and sponsoring various sports 
activities and events across Kuwait. The Bank remains dedicated to promoting a 
sports culture within the community while continuing to support young athletes 
who have achieved remarkable milestones and proudly represented Kuwait on the 
international stage.

New Zealand wins women’s

Argentina claims men’s 
title at Vancouver Sevens
VANCOUVER, Feb 24, (AP): Argentina held off South Africa to win 
the men’s title and New Zealand beat Fiji to claim the women’s title 
Sunday at the Vancouver Sevens, the fourth leg of rugby’s World Sev-
ens Series.

Luciano Gonzalez scored two fi rst-half tries and Tobias Wade scored im-
mediately after the break as Argentina opened a 19-0 lead over South Africa 
in the men’s fi nal. 

South Africa rallied with tries to Quewin Nortje and Siviwe Soyizwape 
before Gonzalez claimed a late turnover which helped Argentina seal a 19-
12 win.

It was Argentina’s fourth successive title in Vancouver and its fi rst win in 
six fi nals against South Africa.

“I’m very happy, very proud of my team. All the team, all the staff and 
all the work we do here to fi nish on top,” Argentina captain Santiago Mare 
said. “I don’t know what it is about this city and this stadium but we are very 
happy to stay here and play rugby here.”

Argentina’s win took it clear atop the season standings with 68 points, 
ahead of Spain with 64 and Fiji and South Africa with 62. Spain beat Fiji 
22-7 in the playoff for third.

New Zealand beat Fiji 41-7 in the women’s fi nal after leading 22-0 at 
halftime. It was New Zealand’s third consecutive title in Vancouver.

Risi Pouri-Lane and Manaia Nuku scored early tries while Fiji had a play-
er in the sin-bin. Stacey Waaka and Georgia Miller added tries before the 
break.

Michaela Brake scored the fi rst try of the second half, her 10th of the 
tournament and her 264th in the World Series, extending her all-time record.

Sesenila Donu scored for Fiji before Maia Davis and Mahina Paul added 
tries for New Zealand.

“We love coming here to Vancouver. It would be one of our favorite 
spots,” New Zealand captain Sarah Hirini said. “It’s nice to get the win here 
again.

“We don’t take our Fijiana sisters lightly and we must congratulate them 
on reaching a pretty cool Oceania fi nal.”

Olympic champion New Zealand leads the women’s standings with 76 
points ahead of Australia with 70 and France with 52.

Australia fi nished in third place in Vancouver and host Canada beat the 
United States 27-10 in a seventh-place playoff.

PSG moves 13 points clear
No serious rival in France this season

PARIS, Feb 24, (AP): Paris 
Saint-Germain has no seri-
ous rival in France this sea-
son and will soon find out if 
its crushing domestic domi-
nance can translate into the 
team thriving on European 
soccer’s biggest stage. 

Still unbeaten in the French 
league after 23 matches, PSG ex-
tended its massive lead at the top 
of the standings to 13 points with a 
3-2 win at sixth-placed Lyon.

The match came to life after the in-
terval and featured inspired attacking 
moves from both sides. PSG was the 
better side and led 2-0 with seven min-
utes left to play. The only downside for 
Luis Enrique’s team was its players’ 
inability to keep their lead intact when 
Lyon really upped the tempo.

Inspired by the in-form Ousmane 
Dembélé - who scored his 17th league 
goal at Lyon - PSG has made tremen-
dous progress in recent weeks. Achraf 
Hakimi scored PSG’s other goals.

There appears little doubt that PSG 
will win a record-extending 13th 
league title this season. But a far tough-
er test looms in March against Premier 
League leader Liverpool when the two 
teams face off in a mouthwatering last-
16 Champions League tie. The first leg 
is in Paris on March 5.

It’s the next big hurdle on the road 

that separates PSG from their ulti-
mate goal of winning the Champions 
League, a task that has proved too 
difficult so far despite the millions in-
jected by Qatari investors since 2011.

The only French club to win the 
Champions League, second-placed 
Marseille, made headlines for the 
wrong reason this weekend. It lost 3-0 
at Auxerre, and its president accused 
French league referees of corruption.

In Lyon, Hakimi put PSG ahead in 
the 53rd minute from Bradley Bar-

cola’s cross and Dembélé doubled the 
lead six minutes later with a superb 
strike in the opposite corner.

Ryan Cherki ensured some suspense 
when he pulled one back at the end of a 
fine team move with seven minutes left 
to play. Hakimi completed his brace 
soon after to restore PSG’s two-goal 
lead after Gonçalo Ramos delivered a 
scintillating backheel pass in the build-
up, only for Corentin Tolisso to revive 
the suspense in stoppage time with a 
header. But that was too little, too late. 

Struggling Nantes moved five points 
clear off the relegation playoff spot 
with a 3-1 win against Lens.

A week after getting hammered 7-1 
at Monaco, Nantes bounced back to 
secure only its fifth win in 23 league 
games this season.

The hosts put on a spirited display 
against a visiting side that lacked an 
attacking spark and was reduced to 10 
men for the last 20 minutes.

French teenager Louis Leroux cel-
ebrated his first Ligue 1 start by open-
ing the scoring in the 36th minute with 
a powerful shot. Moses Simon then 
made it 2-0 with a penalty kick on the 
hour-mark following a handball.

Neil El Aynaoui pulled one back 
from the spot five minutes later but 
Lens never looked capable of scram-
bling a comeback, especially after 
Mbala Nzola was sent off. Meschack 
Elia Lina secured a Nantes victory in 
stoppage time from former Arsenal 
midfielder Francis Coquelin’s assist.

Lens slumped to a third straight loss 
and remained in eighth place.

According to the league’s statistics, 
Coquelin played his first Ligue 1 game 
since May 29, 2011, meaning he wait-
ed for 13 years and 270 days. 

The much-traveled Coquelin joined 
Nantes last month as a free agent.

It’s the second longest gap between 
two matches for a player in the French 
topflight since 1947-48 after Samuel 
Lobé - 14 years, 79 days between Jan-
uary 1986 and April 2000.

Lyon’s Clinton Mata, left, duels for the ball with PSG’s Achraf Hakimi dur-
ing the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Paris Saint-

Germain at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France. (AP)

Minister of Information and Culture and Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, along with Jawad Bukhamseen, Raed Bukham-

seen, Anwar Bukhamseen, and Ahmed Al Huzami with the Bank team.

Minister of Information and Culture and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, along with Raed 
Bukhamseen, Bashar Abdullah, Ghazi Al-Jariwi, Ahmed Al Huzami, and Masoud Hayat with the winners of the 

World Cup qualifying round.

A glimpse of the winners’ coronation ceremony.



MINNEAPOLIS, Feb 24, 
(AP): Shai Gilgeous-Alexan-
der had 37 points, eight re-
bounds, eight assists and three 
steals to help the West-leading 
Oklahoma City Thunder beat 
the Minnesota Timberwolves 
130-123 on Sunday night to 
open a home-and-home set.

Chet Holmgren added 19 points 
for the Thunder, who shot a season-
best 54% (19 for 35) from 3-point 
range.

Gilgeous-Alexander re-entered 
the game with eight minutes left and 
sparked an 18-4 spurt over the next 
5:16 after his cousin, Nickeil Alexan-
der-Walker, hit a 3-pointer that put the 
Timberwolves up 110-105.

Anthony Edwards had 29 points and 
10 rebounds for the short-handed Tim-
berwolves (31-27), who wiped out a 
19-point defi cit in the second quarter 
before losing for the fourth time in fi ve 
games.

Raptors 127, Suns 109
In Toronto, Immanuel Quickley, 

Chris Boucher,and RJ Barrett each 
scored 23 points and the Toronto Rap-
tors made 20 3-pointers in victory over 
the Phoenix Suns.

Quickley made 5 of 7 3-pointers and 
the Raptors were 20 of 35 overall from 

long range in sending the Suns - coming 
off a victory Saturday in Chicago - to 
their fi fth loss in six games.

Boucher also had 10 rebounds, and 
Scottie Barnes added 20 points for the 
Raptors. Toronto shot 8 for 8 from 
3-point range in the fourth quarter to 

win for the second time in eight games.
Bucks 120, Heat 113 

In Milwaukee, Damian Lillard scored 
28 points and Giannis Antetokounmpo 
had 23 points and 16 rebounds as the Mil-
waukee Bucks used a strong fourth quar-
ter to rally past the Miami Heat  for their 
fourth consecutive victory.

Lillard, who sat out Friday night’s 
win over Washington with a hamstring 
strain, also had eight assists. Brook 
Lopez added 17 points, Kyle Kuzma 
and Gary Trent Jr. each scored 16, and 
Kevin Porter Jr. fi nished with 11.

Cavaliers 129, Grizzlies 123  
In Cleveland, Donovan Mitchell 

scored 33 points, fellow All-Star Evan 
Mobley had 25 points, 13 rebounds 
and eight assists and the NBA-leading 
Cleveland Cavaliers beat the Memphis 
Grizzlies.

Ty Jerome had 15 of his 26 points in 
the fourth quarter for Cleveland, which 
extended the longest active winning 
streak in the league to seven and is 27-4 
at Rocket Arena. All-Star guard Darius 
Garland did not play after bruising his 
left hip Friday against New York.

Warriors 126, Mavericks 102
In San Francisco,Stephen Curry 

scored 30 points and the Golden State 
Warriors beat the Dallas Mavericks.

The Warriors have won fi ve of six 
and improved to 5-1 since trading for 
Jimmy Butler, who made his home de-
but and fi nished with 18 points.

Pelicans  114, Spurs 96
In New Orleans, Zion Williamson 

had 22 points and nine rebounds and 
the New Orleans Pelicans overcame a 
17-point defi cit to beat the San Antonio 
Spurs to open a two-game set.

The teams will meet again in New 
Orleans on Tuesday night.

Magic 110, Wizards 90
In Orlando, Franz Wagner and An-

thony Black each scored 23 points, Pao-
lo Banchero added 19 and the Orlando 
Magic pulled away in the second half to 
beat the Washington Wizards.

Black scored 18 of his career-high 23 
points in the second half.

Pistons 148, Hawks 143
In Atlanta, Cade Cunningham had 38 

points, 12 assists and seven rebounds, 
and the Detroit Pistons extended their 
winning streak to a season-high six 
games with a 148-143 win over the At-
lanta Hawks on Sunday night.

Malik Beasley scored 24 points, 
shooting 6 of 10 from 3-point range.

Pacers 129, Clippers111
In Indianapolis,Tyrese Haliburton 

had 29 points and 12 assists for his 16th 
double-double of the season, Aaron Ne-
smith scored a season-high 19, and the 
Indiana Pacers defeated the Los Ange-
les Clippers.

Haliburton scored 17 points in the third 
quarter, when the Pacers (32-23) took a 
101-83 lead. The All-Star point guard 
shot 9 of 14 overall with four 3-pointers.
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SportsBangladesh’s Mushfi qur Rahim, right, attempts 
to run out to New Zealand’s Devon Conway, left, 
during the ICC Champions Trophy cricket match 
between Bangladesh and New Zealand, in Raw-
alpindi, Pakistan. (AP)
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‘Tournament born successful,’ says Bahraini legend Hamoud Sultan

Gulf Cup for Veterans enters decisive stages in Kuwait
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Gulf Cup for Veterans, hosted by Kuwait, has 
reached its critical stages with the semi-fi nal matches set for today. The champion 
of Group One will face the runner-up of Group Two at 4:45 PM, while the cham-
pion of Group Two will compete against the runner-up of Group One at 6:30 PM 
at Jaber Al-Mubarak Stadium. The tournament will conclude tomorrow, Wednes-
day, with the fi nal match scheduled for 7:00 PM at the same venue.

The second round of the tournament continued with a series of draws. On Sun-
day, Qatar played to a 1-1 draw against Oman, while Kuwait and the UAE fi nished 
0-0 in Group One. In Group Two, Iraq and Bahrain ended their match goalless, 
while Saudi Arabia secured a 1-0 victory over Yemen.

 Bahraini goalkeeping legend Hamoud Sultan praised the Gulf Cup for Veter-
ans, stating that its success was ensured by being hosted in Kuwait. He expressed 
his gratitude to the Kuwait Football Association and Sheikh Ahmed Al-Yousef for 
the invitation to attend, despite not being part of Bahrain’s squad.

Sultan highlighted how the tournament rekindled fond memories for Gulf foot-
ball stars who had been away from the spotlight for years. He commended Kuwait 
for its excellent hosting of the inaugural edition and expressed hope that future 
tournaments could be held alongside the offi cial “Gulf 27” competition, ensuring 
greater fan engagement and media coverage.

He also emphasized that the tournament prioritizes camaraderie over competi-
tion, with its true essence being a celebration of Gulf football heritage under the 
banner “Made in Kuwait.” Sultan further noted that the event serves as a motiva-
tion for retired players to maintain their fi tness and remain involved in the sport, 
lamenting the decline in physical activity among some former Gulf stars.

Former UAE national team star Nasser Khamis, who won the Best Player 
Award in the 1990 Gulf Cup in Kuwait, expressed his delight at participating in 
the event. He was thrilled to reunite with Gulf football icons from the 1980s and 
noted that the close competition in the group stage demonstrated that any team 
could claim the title. However, he stressed that the true signifi cance of the tourna-
ment lies in the reunion of Gulf football legends.

Saudi Arabian goalkeeper Mabrouk Zayed observed that the level of play has 
been steadily improving. He noted that Saudi Arabia’s slow start was due to a 
short preparation period, but the team’s performance against Yemen showed no-
ticeable progress despite some mistakes.

Zayed expressed gratitude to Kuwait for organizing the event, describing it as a sym-
bolic recognition of the players’ careers. He cherished the opportunity to reconnect 
with former colleagues in a friendly atmosphere reminiscent of the sport’s golden days.

Yemeni football veteran Ali Al-Nono acknowledged the challenges of main-
taining peak performance due to age, fi tness, and limited preparation. However, 
he emphasized that the tournament’s primary goal is to revive cherished memories 
and reunite Gulf football stars. He extended his gratitude to Kuwait for launching 
an initiative he hopes will continue in future editions.

Veteran Kuwaiti goalkeeper Nawaf Al-Khalidi received widespread praise 
from critics and fans for his standout performances in the tournament’s prelimi-
nary rounds. Al-Khalidi credited his strong form to rigorous training and dedica-
tion to maintaining his physical and mental sharpness.

He expressed excitement about reliving his international career moments, par-
ticularly after playing in Kuwait’s opening match against Oman. His performanc-
es have solidifi ed his status as a key fi gure in the tournament.

Kuwaiti footballer Walid Ali underscored the importance of such tournaments 
in keeping retired players engaged with the sport. He highlighted how the event 

encourages former players to maintain their health and fi tness, which aligns with 
the core values of sportsmanship.

Ali, known for scoring the decisive goal in Kuwait’s Gulf 20 triumph over Sau-
di Arabia, praised the exceptional performances of goalkeepers, particularly his 
compatriot Nawaf Al-Khalidi. He affi rmed that Al-Khalidi had become one of the 
standout fi gures in the competition.

The Veterans Committee held a meeting on Sunday at the Gulf Union dele-
gation headquarters, led by Hassan Al-Suwaidi and attended by all committee 

members. Discussions focused on the tournament’s organization and the support 
required to ensure its success.

During the meeting, Mohsen Musbah was appointed Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee, signaling a commitment to strengthening the tournament’s structure 
and securing its future presence. The committee praised the positive reception of 
the event and underscored the importance of integrating it into the offi cial Gulf 
Cup schedule. This move aims to foster continued engagement with former play-
ers and celebrate Gulf football heritage.

A Kuwaiti dribbles past an opponent during the Gulf Cup for Veterans match between Kuwait and UAE.

Intensive preparations before the tournament.

Kuwait to host Asian handball
championship & WC qualifi ers

Al-Kharafi  qualifi es for Show Jumping World Cup Kuwait Volleyball Association unveils new logo

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Execu-
tive Council of the Asian Handball Fed-
eration has approved the schedule for 
the 22nd Asian Championship, which 
will serve as the 2027 World Cup Qual-
ifi ers to be held in Kuwait in January 
2026, with matches set to take place at 
the Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Complex 
Hall, starting on January 26.

Kuwait’s bid to host the championship 
received unanimous approval from the 
Executive Offi ce, granting the country 
the honor of organizing this prestigious 
event. The tournament will determine the 
four teams that will qualify for the 2027 
IHF World Championship in Germany.

Commenting on the announcement, 
Qaed Al-Adwani, Secretary General 
of the Kuwait Handball Federation, 
expressed pride in hosting the Asian 
qualifi ers under the directives of Ab-
dulrahman Al-Mutairi, Minister of In-
formation and Culture and Minister of 
State for Youth Affairs. He emphasized 
Kuwait’s proven track record in suc-

cessfully organizing Asian tournaments 
and highlighted the strong support from 
Minister Al-Mutairi and Bashar Abdul-
lah, Director General of the Public Au-
thority for Youth.

“All preparations for the champion-
ship will be meticulously handled by 
the organizing committees to ensure a 
world-class event that upholds Kuwait’s 
reputation on the international stage,” 
Al-Adwani said. “Additionally, an in-
tensive preparatory program will be put 
in place for the national team ahead of 
the tournament.”

Talal Al-Otaibi, a member of the Ku-
wait Handball Federation’s Board of 
Directors and the Arab Handball Fed-
eration, underscored the signifi cance of 
this unanimous decision, which refl ects 
the confi dence of Asian Federation of-
fi cials in Kuwait’s capability to host a 
major sporting event. He also credited 
Minister Al-Mutairi and the acting Di-
rector of the Sports Authority for their 
instrumental support in securing the bid, 
extending his gratitude on behalf of Ku-
wait’s handball community.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: Kuwait Club 
and national team show jumping star 
Ali Jassim Al-Kharafi  has offi cially 
qualifi ed for the 2025 Show Jump-
ing World Cup Finals in Switzerland, 
marking a signifi cant achievement for 
Kuwait and the nation’s equestrian 
community.

Al-Kharafi  secured his spot after earn-
ing 67 points in the Arab League com-
petitions, fi nishing behind Saudi rider 
Ramzi Al-Dahami (71 points) and Emi-
rati rider Omar Al-Marzouqi (69 points).

Expressing his joy, Al-Kharafi  em-
phasized the honor of representing Ku-
wait on the global stage in one of the 
most prestigious equestrian events.

Masoud Jawhar Hayat, President 
of the Kuwait Equestrian Federa-
tion, extended his congratulations to 
Al-Kharafi , praising his outstanding 
performance in the Arab League quali-

fi ers within the seventh regional group, 
which includes Arab nations. He high-
lighted Al-Kharafi ’s exceptional skills 

in show jumping and affi rmed the fed-
eration’s commitment to fully support-
ing him throughout his sporting journey.

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 24: The Board of Directors of 
Kuwait Volleyball Association has approved a new 
logo following the endorsement of the Public Authority 
forSports. The previous logo, in use since the Associa-
tion’s establishment in 1957, will be replaced.

The new design refl ects the ongoing development of 
the sport, with the Arabic text now placed above the 
foreign text, in contrast to the old logo. Additionally, 
a volleyball shape has been incorporated, replacing the 
image of a hand hitting the ball above the net in the 
previous version.

In the latest Volleyball League action, Al-Shabab se-
cured a 3-1 victory over Burqan, temporarily sharing 
the top spot with Kazma, each team holding 18 points. 
Burqan remains with 9 points. In another match, Al-
Yarmouk triumphed 3-0 over Al-Tadamon, increasing 
their tally to 5 points, while Al-Tadamon stayed at 3 
points.

  Ali Jassim Al-Kharafi  poses with other winners.

 The new Kuwait Volleyball Association logo.

Golden State Warriors forward 
Draymond Green, left, shoots while 
defended by Dallas Mavericks for-
ward P.J. Washington (25) during 
the second half of an NBA basket-

ball game in San Francisco. (AP)

OKC outlasts Timberwolves,
Raptors rout slumping Suns

Bucks finish strong to beat Heat for 4th straight win


