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Kuwait champions unity at
key GGC-Central Asia talks

Crown

Prince affirms Kuwait’s support for strategic partnerships

H Khor Abdullah
dispute an internal
Iraqi matter

B Kuwait backs
Palestinian cause

B GCC-Asia ties
strengthen

M Peace, trade top
agenda

B Samarkand sum-
mit set

By Fares Al-Abhdan

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and

Agencies

Crown Prince Diwan photo

His Highness the Crown Prince receives Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Ali Al-Yahya, who presented to His Highness the Foreign
Ministers and representatives from the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and the Central Asian states.

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: His
Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah received on Tuesday at
Bayan Palace Minister of Foreign
Affairs Abdullah Ali Al-Yahya,
who presented to His Highness
the Foreign Ministers and rep-
resentatives from the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) countries
and the Central Asian states.

The meeting was held on the occasion of
the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Strate-
gic Dialogue between the GCC and Central
Asian countries, hosted by Kuwait.

His Highness the Crown Prince conveyed
the greetings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

His Highness affirmed the keenness of both
the GCC and Central Asian states on continu-

ing to strengthen cooperative and coordinated
relations across political, economic, and cul-

tural fields.
Continued on Page 5

Photo by Samer Shiger

Foreign ministers and representatives from the GCC countries and the Central Asian states pose for a group photo during the Third Ministerial
Meeting of the Strategic Dialogue between the GCC and Central Asian countries, hosted by Kuwait.

Kuwait, Egypt agree on Khor
Abdullah navigation accord

KUWAIT CITY, April 16, (KUNA):
Kuwait and Egypt have agreed on en-
hancing economic, commercial and in-
vestment relations.

This came in a joint statement issued
on Tuesday on the occasion of the visit
paid by Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi to Kuwait on April 14-15, in re-
sponse to an invitation of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

The visit was made out of the deep-
rooted historic relations between Ku-
wait and Egypt and in the enhancement
of their strategic partnership.

His Highness the Amir held talks
with President EI-Sisi that were pro-
ceeded by a wide session of the two
delegations’ members.

The talks covered the bilateral ties
between the two sisterly relations, and
both sides extolled and deeply appreci-
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ABK holds Ordinary
and Extraordinary
General Assembly meet-
I ings for the financial year
ended 31 December 2024

Zain Group holds AGM with
a quorum of 79.2%;
Assembly approves extension
of a minimum 35 fils dividend
policy for another
3 years until 2028

ated these bonds.

The Kuwaiti side expressed its de-
termination to carry out investment
projects in Egypt, exploiting multiple
opportunities in the domains of ener-
gy, agriculture, industry, information
technology, real estate development,
banking sector and pharmaceutical
industries, according to the joint state-
ment.

The two sides discussed boosting
collaboration in a number of fields like
energy, infrastructure, healthcare, edu-
cation, culture and tourism.

They commended progress in these
sectors and bilateral relations, express-
ing determination to enhance commer-
cial and investment ties in the upcom-
ing phase in a manner that achieves
their common interest.

Continued on Page 5

Newswatch

PAM to pause

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The Public
Authority for Manpower (PAM) an-
nounced that its electronic services will
be temporarily suspended on Saturday
to conduct routine maintenance on its
network, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The suspension will affect all its
electronic portals, including its offi-
cial website and the “Ashal” systems.
This is part of the authority’s ongoing
efforts to upgrade and improve the
quality of its services.

O 0o 0
KUWAIT CITY: The US Embassy in

Kuwait affirmed that national security
is a top priority for the United States,
due to which all visa applicants un-
dergo strict security procedures,
including a thorough review of law
enforcement and counterterrorism
databases, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The embassy stated via a post on
its X account that no visa will be is-
sued until all security concerns have
been thoroughly addressed.

16 held over national security threats

Kuwalit condemns terror plot in Jordan

KUWAIT CITY, April 16, (KUNA): The State of Ku-
wait condemned and denounced the terrorist plots that
aimed to undermine national security in the Hashem-
ite Kingdom of Jordan.

In a statement Wednesday, Kuwaiti Ministry of
Foreign Affairs reaffirmed Kuwait’s rejection of
all forms of violence and terrorism, and anything
that would spread chaos and destabilize security

and stability.

The ministry lauded the vigilance of the Jordanian
security services and their success in thwarting these
terrorist plots, stressing its support for the brothers in
Jordan in all the measures they take to maintain secu-
rity and stability in the Kingdom.

Continued on Page 5

Sahel app flags bogus payment links

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The Sahel app circulated
to its users a warning issued from the Ministry of In-
terior about fake or fraudulent websites that promote
discounts on traffic fines, with the intent of stealing
banking information, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The Ministry of Interior urged citizens and residents
to use official government applications, such as Sahel,

for electronic payments and avoid engaging with any
suspicious links.

The Sahel app also reminded users that the ministry
stresses the importance of verifying the authenticity
of links before using them and refraining from en-
tering banking details on any unofficial or untrusted
websites.
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Anwar Sadat was 30
years ahead of his
time, and his
predictions came true
¢

Saddam Hussein was reck-
less, and his only concern
was to occupy Kuwait.

@

I have never seen anyone
more cowardly than Hafez
al-Assad and his brother.

@

I urged Yasser Arafat to

take over Palestine within

the 1967 borders, but he re-
fused. -~
¢

I opposed the Iranian Rev-
olution because it was sec-
tarian in nature.

©

His statements angered Is-

lamist movements.
@

Syria collapsed on the
third day of the October 6,
1973 War.

¢

The Arabs turned against
me because Egypt made

peace. 7
¢

Ali Abdullah Saleh never
grasped the true significance
of Yemen.

¢
Gaddafi acted like a child,
and in doing so, he destroyed

his country.

Day by Day

THEY say happiness can be found
in two places - a heart content with
giving and a soul at peace with fate.

Fear of what the future holds is un-
necessary, as caution cannot change
destiny. What matters is to live your
life with the understanding that, if you
have been granted the ability, you
should remember God’s power over
you. This means avoiding injustice
and wrongdoing.

... Yet tomorrow is another day.

Zahed Matar

Kuwait-Tajikistan relations celebrate 30-year milestone

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian Af-
fairs Ambassador Samih Jawhar Hayat has affirmed the strength of the
relationship between Kuwait and Tajikistan, stressing that both nations
are committed to deepen bilateral cooperation and explore promising
avenues for mutual benefit and sustainable development.

Speaking at a celebration hosted by the Embassy of Tajikistan to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of diplomatic relations between
the two countries, Hayat asserted that “from the beginning, Kuwaiti-
Tajik relations have been grounded in mutual respect and constructive

cooperation.”

Photo by Samer Shiger

The ceremonial cutting of the cake during a celebration hosted by the Em-

bassy of Tajikistan to commemorate the 30th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries.

He pointed out that in the last three decades, the relationship has
steadily grown -- a manifestation of both countries’ dedication to so-
lidify their friendship, enhance coordination and promote shared inter-
ests. “Today, we proudly celebrate 30 years of diplomatic ties with the
Republic of Tajikistan. These relations started in 1995 and steadily
strengthened through mutual understanding and a genuine desire to ex-
pand cooperation between the two friendly nations,” he added.

He also cited the historic visit of Tajikistan’s President Emomali
Rahmon to Kuwait in November, and his meeting with His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah; considering
it milestone on the path of bilateral ties. “We value the cooperation
between Kuwait and Tajikistan, as well as with the wider Central Asian
region. Kuwait remains steadfast in its commitment to advance this
important partnership,” he added.

Continued on Page 5




Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 03:59 Asr.......... 15:22
Sunrise .. 05:21  Maghrib .. 18:15
Zohr....... 11:48 Isha ........ 19:35

Local

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Rather hot with light
to moderate freshening at times
northerly wind to northwesterly
wind, with speeds of 12-40 km/h
and some scattered clouds will
appear.

By Night: Mild to rather cold

ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2025 2

Weather

with light to moderate northwest-
erly wind to light variable wind,
with speeds of 08-30 km/h and
some scattered clouds will ap-

pear.

Station Max Exp  Min Rec
Kuwait Airport 30 20

Abdaly 30 14
Jahra 31 18
Salmiyah 28 20
Jal Aliyah 29 14
Nuwaisib 29 21
Wafra 31 13

Kuwait affirms aviation ties during high-level visit

Crown Prince hosts ICAO president at Bayan Palace

KUWAIT CITY, April 16,
(KUNA): His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah received on Tues-
day at Bayan Palace Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Defense and
Acting Minister of Interior Sheikh
Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-Salem
Al-Sabah, and the President of the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) Sheikh Humoud Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah.

During the meeting, they intro-
duced the President of the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) Council Salvatore Sciac-
chitano to His Highness the Crown
Prince, and ICAO Regional Direc-
tor for the Middle East Office Mo-
hamed Abubaker Abdullah Farea,
on the occasion of their visit to the
country.

The meeting was attended by Di-
rector of His Highness the Crown
Prince’s Office, Retired Lieuten-
ant General Jamal Mohammad
Al-Theyab, and the Undersecretary
for Foreign Affairs at the Crown
Prince’s Diwan, Mazen Eissa Al-
Eissa.

Crown Prince Diwan photo

His Highness the Crown Prince during the reception of the Minister of Defense, Acting Minister of Interior, and the
President of the General Directorate of Civil Aviation, where they introduced to His Highness the President of the
Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization.

Cabinet assesses notable diplomatic
outcomes, affirms strategic alliances

National cybersecurity program launched to bolster digital defense

KUWAIT CITY, April 16,
(KUNA): The Kuwaiti Cabi-
net held its weekly meeting on
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, at
Bayan Palace, chaired by Act-
ing Prime Minister Sheikh Fa-
had Yousef Saud Al-Sabah.

Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Shereeda Abdullah Al-Moushejri
provided a briefing on the meeting’s
key outcomes. The Cabinet was up-
dated on the state visit of Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah EIl-Sisi to
Kuwait from April 14 to 15, 2025,
during which official talks were
held with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. The discussions covered a
wide range of topics, including trade,
investment, energy, healthcare, edu-
cation, and tourism. The two sides
issued a joint statement emphasizing
their determination to strengthen bi-
lateral relations and expand coopera-
tion in multiple sectors.

The joint statement highlighted the
importance of finalizing the demarcation
of the Kuwaiti-Iraqi maritime border,
ensuring compliance with international
law, and protecting Kuwait’s sovereign-
ty. Both countries reaffirmed their com-
mitment to Security Council Resolution

No. 833 (1993) and the Maritime Navi-
gation Agreement in Khor Abdullah.
The statement also reiterated Kuwait’s
support for the return of Kuwaiti prop-
erty, including national archives, and
humanitarian efforts regarding missing
persons and prisoners.

In addition, the statement emphasized
that the Dorra gas field lies entirely with-
in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia’s maritime
territories, rejecting any claims to the
area by other parties.

The Cabinet was also briefed on the
recent visit of His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and Foreign Minister Abdul-
lah Al-Yahya to Antalya, Tiirkiye, where
they led the Kuwaiti delegation at the

Other Voices

By Ahmad alsarraf

Article 5 of the Kuwaiti Nation-
ality Law states that citizen-
ship may be granted by decree,
upon the recommendation of the
Minister of Interior, to individuals
who have rendered distinguished
services to Kuwait. However, the
law does not define what qualifies
as “distinguished services,” leaving
the provision open to interpreta-
tion, and in
some cases,
misuse.

Over the
years, thou-
sands have
been granted
citizen-
ship  under
this article,
including
around
2200  in-
dividuals
after the
liberation of Kuwait. Yet, many
of these recipients were far from
deserving, with some of their deeds
being far from being described as
“distinguished”. In fact, some of
these individuals were barely over
twenty years of age and had little
to no knowledge of where Kuwait
even was.

Countries around the world
adopt different policies when it
comes to granting citizenship to
foreigners. In most cases, there are
few barriers, particularly in West-
ern countries, where citizenship is
often encouraged due to the grow-
ing demand for labor that supports
development and contributes by
paying taxes. Countries such as the
United States, Canada, and Austra-
lia have achieved high economic

alsarraf

Citizenship for the ‘Good Boy’!

growth, due to the efforts of im-
migrants.

Notably, a few years ago, the
German Chancellor granted perma-
nent residency, and in many cases,
citizenship, to over a million Syr-
ians.

China is one of the countries
that rarely grants citizenship to for-
eigners, as it seeks to preserve its
national identity. Japan follows a
similar approach, requiring appli-
cants to fully integrate into Japa-
nese society, demonstrate profi-
ciency in the language, and possess
a deep understanding of the culture,
which makes the process long and
challenging.

In Europe, Liechtenstein (with a
population of just 40,000) is known
for having some of the most strin-
gent citizenship policies, along-
side countries like Bhutan, North
Korea, and Qatar. These countries
prioritize preserving their national
identity, controlling population
numbers, and limiting foreign in-
fluence.

Most countries around the world
establish specific criteria for grant-
ing citizenship to individuals who
have made exceptional contribu-
tions to fields such as science, arts,
sports, or culture, or who have
financially invested significantly
in major projects and created job
opportunities. This practice is com-
mon in countries like Malta, Cy-
prus, and Portugal.

Also, some countries offer citi-
zenship to those who have rendered
distinguished national services,
such as military service, diplomatic
work, or contributions to national
security.

Email: a.alsarraf@algabas.
com.kw

Prime Minister Diwan photo
Photo during the Cabinet meeting.

Fourth Antalya Diplomatic Forum, held
under the patronage of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

Minister of Finance and Minister of
State for Economic Affairs and Invest-
ment Noura Al-Fassam presented up-
dates on the outcomes of the joint annual
meetings of Arab financial institutions
and the 16th session of the Council of
Arab Finance Ministers, which were
hosted in Kuwait. Prime Minister Sheikh
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Acting Prime Minister Sheikh Fahad
Yousef Saud Al-Sabah, and other senior
officials attended the meetings. Sheikh
Fahad Al-Yousef emphasized the impor-
tance of deeper Arab economic coopera-
tion, youth empowerment, and support

for small and medium enterprises, align-
ing with Kuwait’s ongoing commitment
to development initiatives.

Additionally, the Cabinet heard a brief-
ing from Minister of Information, Cul-
ture, and State Minister for Youth Affairs
Abdulrahman Badah Al-Mutairi on Ku-
wait’s participation at Expo Osaka 2025.
The Minister reported on the opening
of Kuwait’s pavilion, under the theme
“Lighthouse of the Future,” highlighting
the country’s contributions to arts, cul-
ture, innovation, and youth development.
The exhibition runs for six months, with
participation from 158 countries.

Minister of State for Communications
Affairs Omar Saud Al-Omar presented
updates on the implementation of the
Kuwait-Google Cloud framework agree-
ment, which aims to enhance digital
government services while ensuring data
security.

He also shared details about the launch
of the “Newborn Journey” service on the
unified government app Sahel. This ser-
vice streamlines processes for newborn
registration, including issuing a civil
number, birth certificate, and civil ID.

The Cabinet praised Minister Al-
Omar and his team for their efforts in
advancing digital government initia-
tives, which aim to simplify procedures
and improve public service efficiency.
Finally, the Cabinet reviewed and ap-
proved several agenda items and referred
others to relevant ministerial committees
for further study and action.

Crown Prince, PM extend condolences

KUWAIT CITY, April 16,
(KUNA): His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received on Tuesday at Bayan
Palace Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Defense and Acting
Minister of Interior Sheikh Ab-
dullah Ali Abdullah Al-Salem
Al-Sabah, and the President
of the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) Sheikh
Humoud Al-Mubarak Al-Sa-
bah.

During the meeting, they intro-
duced the President of the Inter-

Amir offers sympathy to Malaysia
over death of ex-Premier Badawi

national Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAO) Council Salvatore
Sciacchitano to His Highness the
Crown Prince, and ICAO Re-
gional Director for the Middle
East Office Mohamed Abubaker
Abdullah Farea, on the occasion
of their visit to the country.

The meeting was attended by
Director of His Highness the
Crown Prince’s Office, Retired
Lieutenant General Jamal Mo-
hammad Al-Theyab, and the Un-
dersecretary for Foreign Affairs
at the Crown Prince’s Diwan,
Mazen Eissa Al-Eissa.

Kuwait Deputy FM welcomes
Saudi, Bahraini counterparts

KUWAIT CITY, April 16, (KUNA):
Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassa-
dor Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah received the Saudi Minister
of Foreign Affairs Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al-Saud, at Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport, upon his arrival to par-
ticipate in the third ministerial meet-
ing of the GCC and the Central Asian
countries strategic dialogue.

Deputy Foreign Minister Am-
bassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah received the
Bahrain Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Dr. Abdullatif Al-Zayani,
at Kuwait International Airport,
upon his arrival to participate in
the third ministerial meeting of the
GCC and the Central Asian coun-
tries strategic dialogue.

ﬂ
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Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah receives Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs.

KUNA photos

Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah receives the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain, Dr.
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani.

Kuwaiti women hailed as vital partners in nation’s prosperity

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Under
the patronage of Sheikha Amthal
Al-Ahmad, Capital Governor
Sheikh Abdullah Salem Al-Sabah
inaugurated the “Sait Harayer”
event on Monday evening at the
Women’s Market in Mubarakiya
in the presence of several ministers
and prominent public figures, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

The event celebrates the vital
role of Kuwaiti women and their
contributions to the nation’s devel-
opment and progress.

In his speech, the governor af-
firmed that Kuwaiti women have
always been, and continue to be,
vital partners in the country’s jour-
ney of growth and prosperity.

He praised their continuous
contributions and ever-evolving
creativity, passed down through
generations.

The governor expressed his
pride in participating in the event,
which honors women and cel-
ebrates their rich legacy.

He said Kuwaiti heritage is filled
with inspiring examples of women
who have made lasting contribu-
tions in various fields.

Sheikh Abdullah also praised
the artistic performances and the
diverse booths that reflected the
nation’s cultural identity, stressing
that “Sait Harayer” is more than
just an event, it is a journey through
the nation’s collective memory that
highlights the achievements of Ku-
waiti women as a source of inspira-
tion for future generations.

In conclusion, the governor
extended his gratitude to Sheikha
Amthal Al-Ahmad for her patron-
age and unwavering support, as
well as to all the entities involved
in organizing the event.

He called for continued efforts
to support and empower women in
all sectors.

Capital Governor inaugurates ‘Sait Harayer’ event

il

Photos by Mohammad Morsi
Sheikh Abdullah Salem Al-Sabah together with top officials inaugurate the ‘Sait Harayer’ event.
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Anwar Sadat was 30 years ahead of his
time, and his predictions came true

THE late President of Egypt, Anwar Sadat (May
God have mercy on him) made several statements
that proved prophetic. One such statement was,
“Saddam Hussein stands against me and against
Egypt because I signed a peace treaty with Israel. I
know he is powerful, but I am certain he is reckless
and doesn’t know how to calculate his moves. He
will misuse his power. Saddam Hussein’s reckless-
ness will one day set the Gulf on fire and destroy the
most important country in the Arab East.”

Sadat also said, “Saddam Hussein is inciting the
weak states of the Arabian Gulf against me in the
Arab League, even though his true dream is to oc-
cupy Kuwait and annex it to his country.”

What Sadat predicted in 1980 became a reality in
1990, just a decade later.

Sadat once said, “Hafez al-Assad and his brother
Rifaat are thugs protected by the Russians. They
have never cared about the true interests of the Ar-
abs. Their only concern is the Alawite sect to which
they belong. I have never seen anyone more cow-
ardly than Hafez al-Assad and his brother Rifaat.
They are willing to set the world on fire for their own
personal gain. They act as if they are leaders of the
Arab world, despite the fact that Syria collapsed by
the third day of the October 6, 1973 war because of
their betrayal.”

These remarks, made by Sadat in 1977 following
his historic visit to Jerusalem, which sparked deep
hostility from the Syrian regime, proved prophetic
during the Hama massacre in 1983.

Sadat once said, “I asked Arafat to accept the offer
of establishing Palestine based on the 1967 borders,
with East Jerusalem as its capital, under the protec-
tion of a group of countries he himself had selected,
but he refused. I don’t think Arafat will ever receive
a better offer.” And that’s exactly what happened.

He also warned, “I was among the first to strongly
oppose the Iranian revolution because it was a sec-
tarian movement that would try to export sectarian-
ism and hatred across the region.”

Sadat said this during the 1979 Khomeini revolu-
tion, which sparked backlash from Islamist move-

p Saddam Hussein was reckless,
~and his only concern was to oc-
cupy Kuwait.

p | have never seen anyone more
- cowardly than Hafez al-Assad
and his brother.

p | urged Yasser Arafat to take
- over Palestine within the 1967
borders, but he refused.

Q | opposed the Iranian Revolution
- because it was sectarian in na-

ture.

f} His statements angered Islamist

movements.

Syria collapsed on the third day
of the October 6, 1973 War.

The Arabs turned against me be-
cause Egypt made peace.

Ali Abdullah Saleh never grasped
the true significance of Yemen.

Gaddafi acted like a child, and in
doing so, he destroyed his coun-

try.

ments at the time. Yet, every word he said proved to
be true.

He once said, “Sergeant Ali Abdullah Saleh, who
became the president of Yemen, is illiterate and afraid
to step even one meter outside of Sana’a. Despite

this, he criticizes my policies and objects to Egypt’s
position. One day, the Arabs will understand who
Ali Abdullah Saleh truly is. He never recognized the
value or significance of Yemen.”

Sadat’s words came true, as history later revealed
the consequences of Saleh’s rule and the turmoil he
brought upon Yemen.

Regarding Muammar Gaddafi, he said, “This is
a crazy young man with deep psychological issues
who behaves like a child. Give him a well-function-
ing country today, and by tomorrow, he will reduce
it to rubble.” And that’s exactly what happened.

Sadat said: “Those who claim to speak in the name
of Nasserism care only about their personal interests.
They change their stance like chameleons and are
ready to shift their loyalty in an instant just to gain
power. There is no such thing as Nasserism or Sada-
tism. Every president must prove his worth through
his own actions and character.”

He was absolutely right in everything he said. We
have all seen how the Nasserists, who claimed to
stand with the poor, ended up becoming billionaires,
along with their children and grandchildren, all at the
expense of the naive.

Sadat declared, “With a single stroke of the pen, I
ended the bloodshed of Egyptian youth. Had I hesi-
tated out of fear of how the barbarians would react,
I would have been a traitor. The Arabs never under-
stand, as they always demand war. My mission is
to ensure that Egypt’s youth live without tears or
bloodshed.

To fight on behalf of the Arabs, I must first have
weapons factories that ensure a balance of power.
Without that, the October 1973 War will remain
the last and final war. After that, development must
take priority. Strangely, Egypt makes the decision,
and its enemy understands it, while the Arabs at-
tack it. They will understand one day, but it will be
too late.”

Sadat was, without a doubt, at least 30 years ahead
of his time. He was able to see the full picture clearly,
while others were too busy chasing hollow heroism
and finding excuses to blame him.

A small dispute can sometimes reveal deep-
seated grudges. Life is full of things that are
hard to understand - this person is angry,
that one has changed with time, another has
bought some things and sold some things.
In the end, we must simply remember that a
genuine person stays true, and that no one
can stop life from moving forward.

The best thing about this new era is that it
has put an end to plundering, looting, theft,
and the smuggling of stolen funds abroad.
What we hope to see now is steady and ac-
celerated development.

Kuwait has 982 laws, most of which are out-
dated and obsolete. It is time for all of them
to be amended. Today, we are witnessing
ministerial stability, and with it comes the
opportunity to breathe new life into these
laws. We have grown weary of these laws
and their humiliating procedures.

The wise once said, “There is no good in
a nation whose sword is in the hands of
cowards, whose wealth is in the hands of
thieves, and whose pen is in the hands of
hypocrites.” Words more precious than gold.

There is no such thing as a “vacation sale”
anywhere else in the world, meaning that an
employee, whether in the public or private
sector, can forgo their vacation time and sell
it back to the government. In some cases,
employees are granted up to 90 days of an-
nual leave, which is three full months, but
some of them are still frequently absent from
work. This is unbelievable.

Frankly, Trump managed to shake the world
with his bold actions. Now, the world has
agreed to discuss whatever he demands.
Stock prices have dropped, and the global
economy has taken a hit. Some parties have
gained, but overall, things have settled.
President Trump emerged victorious... He
played his cards smartly.

J

Court ‘reinstates’ Finance Ministry

National Guard Chief orders energy
and water conservation measures

employee after unjust termination

Lack of objective grounds for dismissal during probation

By Jaher Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The Ad-
ministrative Court has overturned
the decision of the Ministry of Fi-
nance to terminate the service of
a female employee working as a
“junior financial researcher” dur-
ing her probationary period. The
court ordered the Ministry of Fi-
nance to reinstate the employee, as
it was determined that the decision

to terminate her was not based on

sufficient objective grounds.

Lawyer Nasser Al-Farhoud, who filed the
case on behalf of the employee, explained
that his client was appointed as a junior fi-
nancial researcher at the Ministry of Finance.
However, since her appointment, she was not
provided with an office or computer, nor was
her account activated on the official corre-
spondence system. She was also not assigned
any job duties by her superiors throughout
the probationary period.

His client was surprised by the decision to
terminate her service on the grounds of “lack
of competence during the probationary period”,

and she filed a grievance against the decision
but received no response.

Lawyer Al-Farhoud stressed that the con-
tested decision violated the law and amounted
to an abuse of power.

The court explained that the plaintiff’s per-
formance evaluation during the probationary
period was marked by clear inconsistencies.
The first and second evaluation reports were
positive, but the third and fourth reports were
negative. However, there was no explanation
for these changes or any mention of specific
violations committed by the employee, even
though all evaluations were issued by the same
entity.

97 scrap cars cleared in sweeps

Capital Municipality steps up
clean-up enforcement efforts

By Inaas Awadh

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and
Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The Public
Relations Department of the Kuwait Mu-
nicipality announced that recent inspection
campaigns carried out by field teams from
the Public Hygiene and Road Occupancy
departments resulted in the removal of 97
abandoned and scrap vehicles, and the is-
suance of 380 warnings.

The department affirmed its commitment

to strict enforcement of the law, stressing
that it will not be lenient towards violators
of public sanitation regulations and road
obstruction laws.

In this regard, Al-Rai daily quoted Faisal
Al-Otaibi, Director of the Public Hygiene
and Road Occupations Department at the
Capital Municipality, who stated that the
goal of intensifying the campaigns is to
identify violators and take all necessary le-
gal action against them.

Al-Otaibi affirmed that field inspections by
the team from the Public Hygiene and Road
Occupations Department will continue.

Interior Ministry cracks down on
road chaos and criminal activity

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Last week,
police patrols referred 28 individuals to
the Drugs Control General Department
(DCGD) at the Interior Ministry for the pos-
session of drugs, and arrested 241 wanted
persons who were handed over to the con-
cerned authorities.

According to the weekly statistics of the
emergency police patrols; the officers dealt
with eight physical altercations and con-
trolled all involved parties.

They also handled 161 traffic accidents;
issued 19,151 traffic violation citations and
impounded three vehicles.

Meanwhile, over the past six days, of-
ficers from the General Traffic Department

(GTD) at the Interior Ministry arrested 110
juveniles for driving without a license, and
referred them to the Juvenile Prosecution.

According to the department’s weekly
report, 39 individuals were placed in pre-
cautionary detention and 56,708 traffic vio-
lations were recorded.

Moreover, 18 vehicles were impounded,
two individuals were referred to the Drugs
Control General Department (DCGD), five
were detained as they were in an abnormal
condition, and six were nabbed for failure
to present valid identification documents.

Authorities also arrested 48 wanted in-
dividuals and seized 46 vehicles linked to
civil cases.

The department reported that it dealt with
1,480 traffic accidents during the week; in-
cluding 178 that resulted in injuries.

Ex-MPs await verdicts

Former Minister of Defense
referred to Ministerial Court

KUWAIT CITY, April 16, (Agencies): The Permanent Inves-
tigation Committee for the Trial of Ministers has decided to
refer former Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad to the
Ministerial Court, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The committee’s decision was based on a report regarding
secret expenses submitted by the Minister of Interior Sheikh
Fahad Al-Yousef.

The committee, chaired by Counselor Omar Al-Masoud and
including counselors Saud Al-Sanea and Ahmed Al-Muqallad,
took the decision on the referral after reviewing documents re-
lated to the disbursement of funds for the purchase of watches
and vehicles, which involved Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad and his
former office manager, who has also been included in the re-
ferral.

Mewanwhile, the Court of Cassation has postponed until
April 20 the announcement of its verdicts on several cases
involving former members of Parliament and electoral candi-
dates accused of violating the State Security Law and the Penal
Code, reports Al-Anba daily.

The deferred cases include the appeal of former MP Hussein
Al-Qallaf against a two-year prison sentence with hard labor
for insulting the Emirate. The charge stems from a social media
post criticizing the Ministry of Interior’s procedures regarding
the regulation of Husayniyas and the practice of Shia rituals.

The court also delayed ruling on the appeal of former MP
Hamad Al-Alyan who was convicted over tweets deemed to
challenge the powers of His Highness the Amir. The Court
of Appeals had earlier refrained from issuing a sentence on
his case.

It postponed its decision on the petition of former MP An-
war Al-Fikr , who faced accusations of interfering with HH the
Amir’s authority following remarks about the appointment of
the Prime Minister. The Court of Appeals had also opted not to
issue a sentence on his case.

The ruling on former National Assembly election candidate
Musaed Al-Quraifa’s appeal was deferred as well. He was
sentenced to two years in prison with hard labor for allegedly
insulting HH the Amir and challenging the latter’s authority
during his election campaign.

In another case, the court postponed its decision on former
MP Abdullah Fahad’s appeal against a suspended six-month
prison sentence. He was charged with insulting the judiciary
and was released on KD3,000 bail with a three-year suspen-
sion of the sentence.

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The Chief
of the Nvational Guard Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Sabah has issued directives to senior
National Guard commanders to ensure all
personnel adhere to measures for ration-
alizing electricity and water usage in var-
ious National Guard camps and facilities
during and after official working hours,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a press release, the National Guard
highlighted Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah’s
emphasis on adhering to the National
Guard’s strategic goals for rationalizing
energy consumption, expanding the use
of renewable energy, and managing re-

sources through smart systems.

It stressed that the National Guard has
been a pioneer in this effort, as it has been
taking serious and practical steps over the
years to rationalize electricity and water
consumption.

The National Guard called for the acti-
vation of the cooperation protocol signed
with the Ministry of Electricity, Water,
and Renewable Energy, which provides
support to the ministry when needed.
Also, relevant units have been tasked with
inspecting National Guard sites to ensure
compliance with the ministry’s energy and
water conservation requirements.
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Kuwait reaffirms commitment for
youth empowerment in all sectors

Kuwaiti delegation showcases ongoing initiatives at UN forum

NEW YORK, April 16, (KUNA):
Kuwait has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to adopting youth-empower-
ing policies and increasing youth
participating in the decision-mak-
ing process.

“Kuwait also launched a series of youth-
focused entrepreneurship and innovation
programs and established a ministry for
youth affairs,” Acting Deputy Director Gen-
eral of the Public Authority for Youth Abdul-
lah Al-Adwani told KUNA on the sidelines
of his participation in the Economic and So-
cial Council (ECOSOC) Youth Forum held
at the UN headquarters in New York during
the period from April 15 to April 17.

Youth constitute over 70 percent of Kuwaiti
population, he stated, emphasizing “investing
in youth capabilities is not an option, but rather
a national necessity.”

Al-Adwani pointed out that the Kuwaiti del-
egation includes an elite group of active Ku-
waiti youth who are participating in this con-
ference with their ideas and contributions.

Their presence at this event is a practical
embodiment of the state’s commitment to sup-
porting and empowering youth, he said.

Al-Adwani underlined the importance of
strengthening international cooperation to en-
sure that every young man and woman, every-
where, has an equal opportunity to participate,
influence, and lead toward a more just and sus-
tainable future.

He stated that this important forum is a glob-
al intellectual platform for purposeful dialogue
and knowledge exchange between countries.

It also provides an opportunity to unify in-
ternational efforts toward a better tomorrow for
youth, he clarified.

Al-Adwani added that the conference’s
agenda and comprehensive topics aim to for-
mulate shared international visions that en-
hance the empowerment and qualification of
youth in all fields.

In addition to Al-Adwani the Kuwaiti
delegation to the forum also includes Asrar
Al-Ansari, the official spokesperson for the

KUNA photo

Acting Deputy Director General of the Public Authority for Youth, Abdullah Al-Adwani, and the
Kuwaiti delegation participating in the Youth Forum of the United Nations Economic and Social
Council.

Public Authority for Youth, and six young
people, who contribute the Authority’s proj-
ects and programs namely: Maryam Al-Om-
ran, Ali Al-Damkhi, Fahad Al-Dhuwaihi,
Abdullah Al-Failakawi, Sarah Al-Tuwaijri,
and Sarah Ali.

The three-day Forum provides a platform
for young people to engage in a dialogue with
Member States and other stakeholders to share
their views and concerns as well as galvanize
actions and recommendations to transform the
world into a fairer, greener and more sustain-
able place led by the 2030 Agenda and the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The ECOSOC Youth Forum will be guid-

ed by the 2025 theme of ECOSOC and the
High-level Political Forum (HLPF): “Ad-
vancing sustainable, inclusive, science- and
evidence-based solutions for the 2030 Agen-
da for Sustainable Development and its Sus-
tainable Development Goals for leaving no
one behind.”

It will also provide opportunities to discuss
concrete actions and commitments to realize
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
for in-depth review at the 2025 HLPF, namely
SDG 3 (Good health and well-being), SDG 5
(Gender equality), SDG 8 (Decent work and
economic growth), SDG 14 (Life below water)
and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals).
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Reception to take place April 19-20

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Head of the
St. Mark’s Cathedral in Kuwait Father
Bigol Anba Bishoy announced that the
church will receive well-wishers for the
Blessed Easter on Saturday, April 19,
starting at 9:00 pm during part of the
Divine Liturgy, and on Sunday, April
20, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm in the re-
ception hall, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Father Bigol praised the spirit of
love and tolerance that has prevailed in
Kuwaiti society for many generations,
and flourished during the reign of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad.

He said, “We pray from our hearts
that His Highness’s reign continues and
is filled with goodness and prosperity,
and that the Kuwaiti people will experi-
ence a great cultural shift.”

Father Bigol expressed his sincere
appreciation and gratitude to the agen-
cies that contribute to securing the cele-
brations, particularly the leadership and
staff in all its sectors and branches of the
Ministry of Interior, as well as Hawally
and Ahmadi governorates, the media,
and others.

He also expressed his pride in the
many heartfelt congratulations that ex-
press great love and warmth.

Father Bigol said, “During such holi-
days, we are accustomed to receiving

St. Mark’s Cathedral opens doors to
well-wishers for Easter celebrations

Father Bigol Anba Bishoy — Head of
the St. Mark’s Cathedral in Kuwait

well-wishers from various segments of
the Kuwaiti community, including state
officials, citizens, social figures, mem-
bers of diplomatic missions, and many
members of the expatriate communities
living on this blessed land. The bou-
quets of flowers we receive carry beau-
tiful meanings and the spirit of brother-
hood, which we deeply cherish. This
reflects the atmosphere of harmony,
coexistence, and stability in Kuwait. 1
wish prosperity and success to both the
Kuwaiti and Egyptian peoples.”

Collaboration and achievements praised

Al-Baghli Foundation recognizes
top students in award ceremony

By Fares Al-Ahdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The Ibrahim
Taher Al-Baghli Foundation for the Pi-
ous Son concluded its ‘Al-Baghli Award
for the Pious Son’ competitions for the
2024/2025 academic year by honoring a
distinguished group of students from the
Ministry of Education schools.

The ceremony took place under the
patronage of Minister of Education Eng.
Sayed Jalal Al-Tabtabaei. It celebrated
the achievements of 87 winners out of a
total of 4,020 participating students.

Held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel recently,
the award ceremony was attended by the
representative of the minister, Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Educational Development
and Activities Maryam Al-Enezi.

Speaking on behalf of his father, Ibra-
him Al-Baghli, Vice Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the foundation,
emphasized the significance of the 13th
edition of the award. He affirmed that it
supports the strategy and philosophy of
the ministry by promoting educational
programs and activities that benefit stu-
dents and serve public interest.

He said the award affirms the alignment
of the foundation with the vision of the
ministry to instill values and principles
drawn from Kuwait’s faith, heritage and
constitutional foundations. “The award
is rooted in a deep understanding of na-

tional identity, development needs, and
the country’s interaction with the world
around it,” he explained.

He also cited the Kuwaiti Constitution,
stressing that the State bears responsibility
for nurturing youths. He asserted that educa-
tion is both a right and a duty for Kuwaitis,
and a fundamental pillar of national prog-
ress; fully entrusted to the care of the State.

Meanwhile, Al-Enezi expressed her
pride in honoring the students; calling it
a celebration not just of achievement, but
of the powerful collaboration between
government institutions and civil society.
She commended the Al-Baghli Founda-
tion for its continuous efforts to reinforce
core values rooted in Islamic teachings,
the principles of the Constitution, and
Kuwait’s Arab identity.

“This award — centered on honoring
parents, showing kindness to the elderly,
and deepening national belonging — dem-
onstrates the positive influence such ini-
tiatives have on our society,” she said.

Al-Enezi added that the work of orga-
nizations like the Al-Baghli Foundation
goes far beyond event organization. “They
play a crucial role in fostering community
cohesion, promoting positivity, and nur-
turing a shared sense of responsibility.”

She concluded by congratulating the
award winners and extending her grati-
tude to the Al-Baghli Foundation and all
those involved in this meaningful and
long-standing humanitarian effort.

|

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Under the
patronage and in the presence of Far-
waniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Al-
Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah, an event
titled “Let’s Spend Eid with the Dis-
abled” was held.

According to a press release issued
by Farwaniya Governorate, the event
was organized by visually impaired me-
dia advisor Abdulrahman Al-Adwani,
in collaboration with the Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Community Development
Center. It was held in the presence of
Supervisor of Community Development
Centers Nawal Al-Ajmi and Head of the
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Center Sharifa
Al-Rashidi.

The event witnessed wide participa-
tion from individuals with disabilities,
their families, public figures, and volun-
teer teams. It included various activities,
competitions, and an exhibition.

Governor Sheikh Athbi toured the ex-

Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Al-Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah supporting
‘Let’s Spend Eid with the Disabled’ event.

Farwaniya governor attends Eid
event for people with disabilities

Farwaniya Governorate photos

hibition and honored the participants in
recognition of their contributions.

He expressed his sincere gratitude
and appreciation to all participants,
supporters, and organizers of the event,
affirming that people with disabilities
receive the utmost attention from His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His High-
ness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and the
government as a whole.

Meanwhile, Media Advisor Abdul-
rahman Al-Adwani thanked the Far-
waniya Governor for his generous pa-
tronage, presence, interest, recognition,
and active involvement in the event.

He said such support reflects the
governor’s ongoing commitment to em-
powering people with disabilities and
his appreciation for the efforts of all
participating entities.
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Kuwait condemns

On Tuesday, Jordanian General
Intelligence Department (GID) an-
nounced the arrest of 16 individuals
involved in plans intended to sabotage
national security and incite chaos with-
in the Hashemite Kingdom.

In a press statement, the Department
revealed the arrest of 16 individuals
due to their connections to the plans,
which GID had been following since
2021.

The plans included cases related
to manufacturing rockets using local
tools, as well as tools imported for ille-
gal purposes, possession of explosives
and firearms, concealing a rocket ready
to be deployed, planning to manufac-
ture drones and recruiting and training
operatives in Jordan, as well as train-
ing them abroad.

The statement indicated that all cas-
es were referred to the State Security
Court for legal action.

Kuwait-Tajikistan

He underscored the importance of
sustained coordination and consulta-
tion -- both bilaterally and within in-
ternational forums -- to further activate
the roles of Kuwait and Tajikistan in
promoting regional and global peace,
stability and development.

On the other hand, First Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Tajiki-
stan Ismatullah Nasriddin echoed simi-
lar sentiments; praising the continuous
progress in Tajik-Kuwaiti relations
over the past 30 years. He said the
principles of mutual respect and effec-
tive collaboration are the main pillars
underpinning joint efforts to support
regional and international peace.

Nasriddin also acknowledged the
deep cultural and civilizational ties
that bind the two nations, confirming
that Kuwait is considered one of Ta-
jikistan’s most trusted partners in the
Middle East; in the same manner that
Tajikistan is a reliable partner for Ku-
wait in Central Asia.

While reaffirming the commitment
of Tajikistan, under the leadership of
President Rahmon, to expand multidi-
mensional cooperation with Kuwait,
he lauded the significant role played
by Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) in supporting
vital infrastructure and social service
projects in Tajikistan.

Kuwait, Egypt

The Egyptian side also praised re-
naissance witnessed in Kuwait on all
levels in the achievement of the coun-
try’s Vison 2035.

Similarly, the Kuwaiti side extolled
unprecedented development carried
out in Egypt under the wise leadership
of President El-Sisi, and his efforts
made to improve investment condi-
tions in line with Egypt’s 2030 vision,
the statement noted.

Additionally, His Highness the
Amir welcomed the ongoing prepara-
tions for Cairo’s hosting of the Gulf-
Egypt investment forum this year.

His Highness the Amir confirmed
Kuwait’s determination to effectively
participate in this event in a way that
achieves Kuwait and Egypt’s common
interest, it noted.

The two sides applauded mutual
support between the two countries in
various international forums, mainly
Kuwait’s baking to the nomination of
Dr. Khaled Al-Anani for the post of
Director-General of the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO) from
2025 to 2029.

They further praised close coordi-
nation on regional and international
issues of common interest, stressing
the need to promote peace, dialogue,
and diplomatic settlement of dis-
putes and differences in the Middle
East region to achieve development
and peaceful coexistence among
the region’s countries in a manner
to be consistent with the values of
tolerance, respect of the states’ sov-
ereignty over their territories, and
non-interference in their internal af-
fairs, it pointed out.

President El-Sisi extolled His High-
ness the Amir’s efforts to back the
Arab region’s stability and security,
mainly in light of Kuwait’s presidency
of the Gulf Cooperation Council this
year.

Both sides commended tangible
progress in relations between GCC
States and Egypt, affirming eagerness
to enhance the mechanism of political
consultation held on March 6, 2025 in
Makkah.

His Highness the Amir hailed
President El-Sisi’s efforts to cement
peace, security and good-neighborli-
ness, and support integration paths
in the region.

His Highness the Amir also com-
mended the success of Egypt’s hosting
of the exceptional Arab Summit held
on March 4, 2025, affirming Kuwait’s
backing to the Muslim-Arab plan on
the early recovery and reconstruction
of Gaza.

His Highness the Amir stressed the
rejection of any calls for the displace-
ment of Palestinian people from their
territories.

His Highness the Amir and Presi-
dent El-Sisi agreed on the need of
abiding by the ceasefire deal in Gaza
with its phases done through joint ef-
forts from Egypt, the United States and
Qatar, it noted.

The two leaders expressed their con-
demnation and denunciation of Israeli
occupation forces’ violation of this
deal and resumption of hostile acts in
the Strip.

They underlined the necessity of
stopping targeting of civilians, calling
for the delivery of sustainable, suf-
ficient and safe humanitarian aid to
Palestinian people in the occupied ter-
ritories, in implementation of the rel-
evant UN Security Council resolutions
mainly the 2720.

They also affirmed rejection to con-

tinued military operations carried out
by the Israeli occupation, warning
against humanitarian consequences
of the dangerous Israeli practices that
widen the circle of conflict, and jeopar-
dize the region’s security and stability,
and international peace and security,
according to the statement.

They further underlined the signifi-
cance for the international community
to assume its responsibilities to settle
Palestine’s cause through implement-
ing the two-state solution and estab-
lishing the Palestinian state on 4 June
borders, 1967, with East Jerusalem as
its capital, in line with the relevant in-
ternational references.

They expressed categorical rejec-
tion and strong commendation of all
Israeli attempts aiming to liquidate
the Palestinian issue, and Israel’s vi-
olations of international law and in-
ternational humanitarian law as well
as the displacement of Palestinians
from their territories in Gaza and the
West Bank.

On Syria, both sides stressed the
need of announcing the formation of
a transition government in the coun-
try in a manner that meets Syrians’
aspirations in peace, security and
prosperity.

They called for an inclusive politi-
cal process, in line with the Security
Council Resolution 2254, placing the
country’s national interest above any-
thing else, and maintaining the State’s
institutions and territorial integrity.

They rejected interfering into Syr-
ia’s domestic affairs, and stressed the
need of combating terror in all forms
and not allowing the presence of for-
eign terrorist fighters on Syria’s soil,
the statement pointed out.

They deplored Israeli occupation
forces’ violation of Syria’s sovereignty
and capturing new parts from Syria’s
territories, calling on the Israeli occu-
pation to respect international law and
abide by the Agreement on Disengage-
ment between Israel and Syria signed
in 1974.

Both sides called for the safeguard-
ing of navigation in the Red Sea to en-
sure the security and stability of the re-
gion’s waterways, in accordance with
the provisions of international law and
relevant international conventions, in-
cluding the 1982 United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea.

They emphasized the need to guar-
antee the freedom and safety of mari-
time navigation and to enhance secu-
rity and stability in these vital waters.

Both sides reaffirmed the impor-
tance of completing the demarcation
of the Kuwaiti-Iraqi maritime borders,
beyond maritime marker No. 162, in
accordance with the principles of in-
ternational law and the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea.

They also underscored the necessity
of respecting United Nations Security
Council Resolution No. 833 of 1993,
as well as the sovereignty of the State
of Kuwait over its land territory and
maritime areas.

They also addressed the issue of
Khor Abdullah, reaffirming the ne-
cessity of adhering to the Agreement
on the Regulation of Maritime Navi-
gation in Khor Abdullah, signed be-
tween Kuwait and Iraq on April 29,
2012, which entered into force on
December 5, 2013, following its rat-
ification by both parties and its joint
deposit with the United Nations on
December 18, 2013.

They also emphasized the impor-
tance of the 2008 Security Exchange
Protocol and the attached map signed
by both sides.

The Kuwaiti side stressed the im-
portance of supporting United Nations
Security Council Resolution No. 2732
(2024), and ensuring the continued
follow-up by the Security Council on
developments related to the humanitar-
ian file of Kuwaiti prisoners and miss-
ing persons, as well as the issue of Ku-
waiti property, including the National
Archives.

Kuwait reaffirmed its commitment
to maintaining the Security Council’s
oversight, as outlined in Resolution
No. 2107 (2013), which established
that all relevant reports concerning
Kuwait’s files should be submitted
exclusively to the Security Council,
rather than to other UN bodies.

Furthermore, Kuwait reiterated that
the most just and appropriate alterna-
tive following the conclusion of the
mandate of the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) lies
in the appointment of a High-Level
Coordinator by the UN Secretary-
General to follow up on Kuwait’s hu-
manitarian and national files, similar to
the arrangement prior to the issuance
of Resolution 2107 (2013), which had
proven to be effective.

The Kuwaiti side also called on the
Government of the Republic of Iraq to
cooperate fully to make meaningful
progress and exert maximum efforts to
reach a final resolution of these files.

In turn, the Egyptian side affirmed
the importance of continued coop-
eration between Kuwait and Iraq to
resolve outstanding issues within the
framework of relevant international
resolutions, considering the fraternal
relations between the two countries
and their people.

Both sides reaffirmed that the Dorra
Field is entirely located within the
maritime areas of the State of Kuwait.

They emphasized that the ownership
of natural resources in the submerged
area adjacent to the divided zone,
where the Dorra Field is situated, be-
longs exclusively to the State of Ku-
wait and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
based on the agreements concluded be-
tween the two countries.

They also rejected any claims as-
serting the existence of rights by any
other party in that area.

At the conclusion of Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s visit, he
extended his sincere gratitude and ap-
preciation to His Highness the Amir
of Kuwait Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, for the warm and
generous reception extended to him
and his accompanying delegation dur-
ing their stay in Kuwait.

Kuwait champions

His Highness also reiterated Ku-
wait’s commitment to supporting con-
structive dialogue and consolidating
frameworks for strategic partnerships
that serve mutual interests and pro-
mote regional and international peace
and stability.

The meeting was attended by His
Highness the Crown Prince’s Office
Director Retired Lieutenant General
Jamal Mohammad Al-Theyab, and the
Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs at
His Highness the Crown Prince’s Di-
wan, Mazen Eissa Al-Eissa.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and
Chairman of the current session,
Abdullah Al-Yahya, emphasized that
the third ministerial meeting of the
strategic dialogue between the GCC
and Central Asia marks a significant
step toward building a sustainable stra-
tegic partnership.

Al-Yahya made these remarks dur-
ing his opening speech at the meeting,
hosted by Kuwait on Wednesday.

Regarding the appeals filed by the
Iraqi President and Prime Minister
against the Federal Court’s decision to
annul the Khor Abdullah Agreement,
Al-Yahya stated, “This is an internal
Iraqi matter that does not concern us.”
He added, “The Federal Court has
made its decision, and we await the
outcome.”

He then affirmed that the ministerial
meeting marks a significant milestone
in the growing partnership between
the GCC and Central Asian nations.
He stressed that the meeting reflects
the deep historical, cultural and hu-
manitarian ties between the sides,
along with their mutual political will
to strengthen strategic cooperation in
pursuit of shared interests and to over-
come common challenges.

He said the meeting established a
new strategic platform aimed at fos-
tering a sustainable partnership based
on mutual respect, common interests
and a shared vision for a stable and
prosperous future. He added a range
of priority issues were addressed at the
meeting.

He disclosed that the importance of
enhancing economic and trade coop-
eration was highlighted at the meet-
ing; focusing on facilitating trade ex-
change, encouraging investment, and
improving connectivity of transpor-
tation, energy and natural resources.
“Particular attention was given to the
transition to clean energy, the green
economy and modern technology,” he
elaborated.

On political and security matters,
Al-Yahya revealed the ministers un-
derscored the need to expand consul-
tations and coordinate positions on
regional and global challenges; par-
ticularly in combating terrorism and
extremism, confronting cyber threats,
and fortifying security cooperation
through the exchange of information
and expertise to protect societies from
cross-border threats.

He added that regional and inter-
national developments were among
the vital items on the agenda, with
the Palestinian issue taking center
stage. “Both sides reiterated their
unwavering support for the legiti-
mate rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple, especially the establishment of
an independent State along the 1967
borders with East Jerusalem as its
capital, in line with international
resolutions and the Arab Peace
Initiative. They also called for an
immediate end to the aggression
against the Gaza Strip, the unimped-
ed delivery of humanitarian aid, and
an end to the suffering of innocent
civilians,” he narrated.

On the situation in Syria, Al-Yahya
emphasized the need to support efforts
aimed at achieving a comprehensive po-
litical solution in accordance with United
Nations (UN) Security Council Resolu-
tion 2254 -- one that preserves Syria’s
unity and territorial integrity and ends the
suffering of the Syrian people.

On the sidelines of the meeting,
Al-Yahya held a series of discus-
sions with various ministers to ex-
plore ways to strengthen bilateral
ties, expand cooperation, and coor-
dinate positions in international fo-
rums. He revealed these discussions
aim to solidify a forward-looking
concept of regional solidarity.

In conclusion, Al-Yahya expressed
his anticipation for the upcoming sec-
ond summit between the GCC and
Central Asian countries, scheduled to
take place in Samarkand, Uzbekistan
on May 5. He voiced optimism that the
summit will be a pivotal step toward
launching new initiatives and projects
to elevate cooperation to strategic lev-
els that serve shared interests and col-
lective aspirations.

In his opening remarks as Chair-
man of the current meeting of the GCC
Ministerial Council, Al-Yahya under-
scored the significance of the meeting
as a critical stage in the journey toward
a sustainable strategic partnership that
contributes to regional and global se-
curity, stability and development.

He considers the meeting a chance
to strengthen bilateral frameworks
and consolidate a multidimensional
partnership; encompassing political,
economic, cultural and security coop-
eration.

He cited the remarkable progress in
relations between the GCC and Central
Asian countries, which now stand as a
model of fruitful cooperation across
various domains like trade, invest-
ment, cultural exchange and techno-
logical innovation.

“Today, more than ever; we are fac-
ing complex regional and international
challenges that require close coordina-
tion and effective cooperation on mul-
tiple fronts,” he stated.

On security, Al-Yahya reiterated
that security and stability are core pil-
lars of the joint strategy. He stressed
the importance of strengthening secu-
rity coordination, combating terrorism,
and confronting cyber and organized
crime threats as shared priorities that
contribute to broader regional and
global stability.

Youth shape Gulf

future: Al-Mutairi

Kuwait minister praises GCC vision

RIYADH, April 16,
(KUNA): Minister of In-
formation, Culture, and

Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi said that Gulf
youth are the primary
force behind “the sustain-
able development process
in our countries.”

The ministers’ remarks came in
a speech delivered by Minister Al-
Mutairi during a ceremony honoring
a group of distinguished Gulf youth,
held by the General Secretariat of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf under the slogan
“Gulf Youth: Creativity - Leadership
- Achievement.”

Al-Mutairi added, “it is our duty to
provide our Gulf youth with an envi-
ronment that embraces their ambitions,
believes in their capabilities, and sup-
ports their journey toward excellence.”
He expressed his pride in participating
in this celebration.

The minister pointed out that the
leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) countries, since the Coun-
cil’s founding, have established a firm
vision that investing in people, espe-
cially the energies of youth, is the best
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Kuwait’s Minister of Information, Culture, and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi delivers a speech at a ceremony honoring
a group of distinguished Gulf youth.

way to build prosperous and sustain-
able societies.

Al-Mutairi noted that youth a great
responsibility: to continue striving,
overcome challenges, and remain true
to your pledge and promise, and to
be the pillars of these nations and the
makers of their pride.

“With your determination, resolve,
and innovation, the GCC countries will
remain at the forefront of countries that
believe in and take pride in their youth
and build their future with their ef-
forts,” he added.

The minister called on youth to

“reflect on their surroundings in
this rapidly changing world,” stat-
ing “progress has become depen-
dent on innovation and excellence
because of determination and per-
severance.”

The minister conveyed greetings
on behalf of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Ha-
mad Al-Sabah, and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdul-
lah Al-Sabah, and their heartfelt wish-
es for success and fulfillment.

GCC celebrates two Kuwaiti
trailolazers in sustainability

RIYADH, April 16, (KUNA): The
Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation
Council hosted a ceremony to cel-
ebrate 12 creative young people from
the Gulf region, including Othman Al-
Jiran and Ghanima Al-Mutawa from
Kuwait.

The ceremony, held under the motto
of “Gulf youth - creativity, pioneering,
achievement,” was attended by Ku-
waiti Minister of Information and Cul-
ture and Minister of State for Youth

Affairs Abdul-Rahman Al-Mutairi.

Speaking to KUNA following the
function, Eng. Othman Al-Jiran, an
agricultural engineer and entrepreneur,
said he was honored in recognition of
his interest in environment protection
and sustainable farming projects inside
and outside Kuwait.

He thanked the GCC Secretariat and
the Public Authority for Youth (PAY)
for the honoring and support given to
him.

On her part, Ghanima Al-Mutawa
said she was honored for contributing
to the achievements of SEEDS Acad-
emy in the fields of sustainability edu-
cation and green development in col-
laboration with PAY.

Voicing joy for the honoring, she
promised to continue working for rais-
ing the public awareness about sustain-
ability, curbing the adverse impacts of
climate change and realizing the objec-
tives of Kuwait Vision 2035.
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Trump wants to give money and airplane tickets to immigrants who

WASHINGTON, April 16, (AP): US
President Donald Trump said he wants
to give money and an airplane ticket to
any immigrant who is in the country
illegally who chooses to “self-deport,”
and work to get those who are “good”
back in the US, a break from his usual
hardline immigration rhetoric.

Trump, who campaigned on a
pledge to carry out mass deportations,
said in a taped interview with Fox No-
ticias that aired Tuesday that his ad-
ministration is focused right now on
getting “murderers” out of the country.
But for others in the US illegally, he
said, he’s going to implement “a self-
deportation program.”

Trump offered few details about the
plan, including timing, but said the US
would provide immigrants airfare and
a stipend.

“We’re going to give them a stipend.
We’re going to give them some money
and a plane ticket, and then we’re go-
ing to work with them - if they’re good
- if we want them back in, we’re going
to work with them to get them back in
as quickly as we can,” Trump said.

Fox Noticias interviewer Rachel
Campos-Duffy, who is married to
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy,
played Trump a clip of a Mexican man
who she said arrived in the US illegally
more than 20 years ago and has chil-

US judge presses WH on its refusal to return Abrego Garcia

dren who are American citizens.

It is not clear if the man now has le-
gal permission to be in the country, but
Campos-Duffy said the man said that
even though he cannot vote, he would
have supported Trump. She played a
clip of the man saying he agrees that if
someone commits a crime, they should
be returned to their countries - includ-
ing himself.

“I look at this man. I say, this is a guy
that we want to keep,” Trump replied.
“I’ll probably take heat for saying it.”

He then asked if the man was sup-
posed to be deported and answered his
own question: “No, he didn’t say that.
Good.”

“I don’t think he’s in any danger of
it,” Trump said.

The Republican president also said
wants to help hotels and farms get the
workers they need and recommend
people to fill needed positions.

He said that would be “very sooth-
ing” to farmers and said he ultimately
wants workers who are in the US il-
legally to leave and come back with
legal permission, but he did not outline
any steps to do that.

“We’re doing a self-deportation and
we’re going to make it comfortable for
people,” he said. “And we’re going to
work with those people to come back
into our country legally.”

US President Donald Trump speaks during the Commander-in-Chief tro-
phy presentation to the Navy Midshipman football team in the East Room
of the White House, on April 15, in Washington. (AP)

Fox Noticias said the interview with
Trump was taped Monday.

Also:
GREENBELT, Md: A federal judge

said Tuesday that she will order sworn
testimony by Trump administration of-
ficials to determine if they complied
with her orders to facilitate the return
of Kilmar Abrego Garcia, who was

mistakenly deported to a notorious El
Salvador prison.

US District Judge Paula Xinis
in Maryland issued her order after
Trump officials continually refused to
retrieve Abrego Garcia. She said they
defied a “clear” Supreme Court order.

She also downplayed Monday’s
comments by White House officials
and El Salvador’s president that they

were unable to bring back Abrego
Garcia, describing their statements as
“two very misguided ships passing in
the night.”

“The Supreme Court has spoken,”
Xinis said, adding that what was said
in the Oval Office on Monday “is not
before the court.”

In her written order published Tues-
day evening, Xinis called for the tes-
timony of four Trump administration
officials who work for US Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement, the
Department of Homeland Security and
the State Department.

She expects the process to last about
two weeks. Xinis wrote that Trump ad-
ministration officials “have done noth-
ing at all” toward returning Abrego
Garcia. But, she wrote, they “remain
obligated, at a minimum, to take the
steps available to them toward aiding,
assisting, or making easier Abrego
Garcia’s release.”

The hearing came a day after White
House advisers repeated the claim that
they lack the authority to bring back
the Salvadoran national from his native
country. The president of El Salvador
also said Monday that he would not re-
turn Abrego Garcia, likening it to smug-
gling “a terrorist into the United States.”

Abrego Garcia’s deportation has be-
come a flashpoint as President Donald

‘self-deport’

Trump follows up on campaign prom-
ises of mass deportations, including
to an El Salvador prison. Following
Tuesday’s hearing, a crowd outside the
federal court house in Maryland chant-
ed, “What do we want? Due process.
When do we want it? Now!”

An attorney for Abrego Garcia said
contempt proceedings could be the
logical next step after the fact-finding
phase. “This is still a win, and this is
still progress,” Rina Ghandi said.
“We’re not done yet, though.”

Abrego Garcia’s wife, Jennifer
Vasquez Sura, said shortly before
Tuesday’s hearing that he was working
hard to achieve the American dream
for his family.

“That dream was shattered on
March 12th when he was abducted
and disappeared by the United States
government in front of our 5-year-old-
child,” she said. “Today is 34 days af-
ter his disappearance ... I will not stop
fighting until I see my husband alive.”

Meanwhile, Democratic US Sen
Chris Van Hollen of Maryland said
he’ll travel to El Salvador on Wednes-
day.

“My hope is to visit Kilmar and
check on his wellbeing and to hold
constructive conversations with gov-
ernment officials around his release,”
Van Hollen said.
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Parents are checked in to pick up their children at Wilmer-Hutchins High School, where police responded to reports
of a shooting, in Dallas, Texas, on April 15. (AP)

Dallas high school shooting injures 4, suspect in custody

A suspect in a shooting at a Dal-
las high school that wounded four
students and drew a heavy police
response to the campus has been
taken into custody, school district
officials announced Tuesday night.

Three of the students were in-
jured by gunfire and the fourth
was injured in their lower body, ac-
cording to the Dallas Fire-Rescue
Department. The department said
units were dispatched to Wilmer-

Hutchins High School just after 1
pm and that the four students, all
of whom are male, were taken to
hospitals with injuries ranging from
serious to not life-threatening.

“Quite frankly, this is just becom-
ing way too familiar. And it should
not be familiar,” Stephanie Elizalde,
superintendent of the Dallas Inde-
pendent School District, said at a
news conference.

The school district said in a state-

ment Tuesday night that a suspect
was apprehended within hours of
the shooting, but didn’t provide de-
tails about the person or say wheth-
er they had been arrested.

Christina Smith, assistant police
chief for the Dallas Independent
School District, said at the earlier
news conference that the investiga-
tion was fluid and she did not have
any information on what led to the
shooting. (AP)

Russia glide hombs strike Kkills 1 in Ukrainian city

NATO chief reaffirms support for Ukraine

ODESA, Ukraine, April 16, (AP):
NATO?’s support for Ukraine remains
“unwavering,” the alliance’s secretary-
general said Tuesday, emphasizing
that more than 20 billion euros - over
$22 billion - in security assistance has
already been pledged by NATO allies
in the first three months of the year.

Mark Rutte spoke on Tuesday in
Ukraine’s port city of Odesa, where he
met with President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy.

His visit came days after two Rus-
sian ballistic missiles struck the city of
Sumy on Palm Sunday morning, kill-
ing at least 35 people, including two
children, and injuring 119.

The attack on the northeastern
city, about 30 kilometers (20 miles)
from Ukraine’s border with Russia,
marked the second large-scale attack
in just over a week to result in sig-
nificant civilian casualties. Earlier
this month, about 20 people were
killed, including nine children, after
a Russian ballistic missile struck Ze-
lenskyy’s hometown of Kryvyi Rih
on April 4.

“I’'m here today because I believe
Ukraine’s people deserve real peace,
real safety and security in their coun-
try, in their homes,” Rutte said during a
joint news conference with Zelenskyy.
The two met with wounded Ukrainian
soldiers at a hospital in Odesa.

This is Rutte’s first trip to Ukraine

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, NATO

Secretary General Mark Rutte watches as Ukraine’s President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy awards a military medic with a state award in a hospital in Ode-
sa, Ukraine on April 15. (AP)

since US President Donald Trump
assumed the lead in ceasefire nego-
tiations between Kyiv and Moscow,
which have included several rounds of
talks in Saudi Arabia.

Also:
KYIV, Ukraine: Russian glide bombs
and artillery struck a city in southern
Ukraine on Wednesday, killing one
person and wounding nine others as

Moscow forces continued daily attacks
across the country.

The city of Kherson was struck with
glide bombs on Wednesday morning,
and when rescue teams arrived at the
scene, Russian forces launched an ar-
tillery barrage, said the region’s head,
Oleksandr Prokudin. “This is a de-
liberate tactic by t to hinder the rescue
of the injured and harm doctors, rescu-
ers, and police,” he said.

Slovakia’s pro-Russian leader rejects call by
EU not to attend military parade in Moscow

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia, April 16,
(AP): Slovakia’s populist Prime Minis-
ter Robert Fico reacted angrily Tuesday
to what he called “disrespectful” remarks
by the European Union foreign policy
chief who wamed European leaders
against traveling to Moscow for military
celebrations of the end of World War I1.

Known for his pro-Russian views,
Fico has repeatedly vowed to attend the
military parade in the Russian capital on
May 9 that will mark the 80th anniversa-
ry of Nazi Germany’s defeat in WW 1L

Kaja Kallas told reporters in Lux-
embourg on Monday after a meeting
of EU foreign ministers that “what was
also discussed and very clearly said by
different member states is that any par-
ticipation in the 9th of May parades,
or celebrations, in Moscow will not
be taken lightly on the European side,
considering that Russia is really wag-
ing a full-scale war in Europe.”

Slovakia’s Prime Minister Robert

Fico speaks at the Conservative

Political Action Conference, CPAC,

at the Gaylord National Resort &

Convention Center on Feb 21 in
Oxon Hill, Md. (AP)

Kallas also said that “We made it very
clear that we do not want any candidate
country to participate in these events on
the 9th of May in Moscow” and called
on the member states to send their repre-
sentatives to the capital of Kyiv instead
to show solidarity with Ukraine.

“I will go to Moscow on May 9,”
Fico said in a statement.

“Mrs Kallas, I would like to inform
you that I am a legitimate premier of
Slovakia, a sovereign country,” he
said. “Nobody can order me where to
go or not to go.”

Fico said he will travel to Moscow
to honor the Red Army soldiers who
liberated his country and other victims
of the Nazis.

The Kremlin has used the annual
“Victory Day” celebrations to tout its
battlefield prowess, and Putin hailed
Russian troops fighting in Ukraine as
“heroes” at last year’s event.

Rep Greene laughs off protests to deliver
pro-Trump message at Georgia town hall

ACWORTH, Ga., April 16, (AP): US
Rep Marjorie Taylor Greene came to a
town hall in suburban Atlanta on Tues-
day night to deliver full-throated sup-
port of US President Donald Trump,
and she wasn’t letting the protesters
faze her - not even the one who was
wrestled to the ground by police and
subdued with a Taser.

Three people were arrested at the
event - including a second person po-
lice said they also shocked - and others
were escorted out because Greene and
police said they were being disrup-
tive. But a majority of the crowd of
more than 150 was supportive of the
Republican, who represents a heavily
GOP district stretching from Atlanta’s
northwest suburbs to the Tennessee
border.

“What am I going to do? I am go-
ing to stand by my president,” Greene
said in response to a critical question
as many audience members whooped
in approval. She added that she would
“fight for his agenda with everything I
have in Congress.”

While Republican congressional
leaders have advised their mem-
bers not to hold town hall meet-
ings, Greene has always courted the
spotlight. After giving a speech and
playing video clips of her supporting
Trump, she answered questions that
had been submitted in advance and
printed on slides.

Most were supportive, like one
asking when officials could begin ar-

US Rep Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., speaks during a town-hall style
meeting on April 15, in Acworth, Ga. (AP)

resting politicians accused of treason.
Greene was dismissive of most of the
hostile questions, twice suggesting
that those behind them were Demo-
crats “brainwashed” by their news
consumption.

Also:

AUSTIN, Texas: Former Republi-
can US Rep Mayra Flores of Texas
on Tuesday launched a bid to unseat
Democratic Rep. Henry Cuellar in
2026, followed by her campaign an-
nouncing just hours later on social me-
dia that she had been hospitalized with

no further details.

Flores was the first Mexican-born
congresswoman in the US House after
winning a 2022 special election in an-
other Texas border district. She served
about six months in Congress but lost
her bid for a full term.

Her campaign did not immediately
respond to an email seeking comment
about why she was hospitalized.

“We pray that Mayra will return
stronger than ever, ready to continue
her unwavering commitment to serv-
ing our country,” her campaign said in
a statement posted on X.

Protesting Serbian university students who rode bicycles from Novi Sad, Serbia, arrive at the heart of the European
Union to seek support on April 15, in Strasbourg, eastern France. (AP)

Serhian students cycle hundreds of miles to take grievances to EU

Serbian university students who say
their fight for justice is being over-
looked in much of Europe arrived
to a hero’s welcome Tuesday in the
heart of the European Union. They
cycled more than 1,300 kilometers
(780 miles) from the Balkan country.

Around 80 students who set off
on bicycles 13 days ago on a jour-
ney to Strasbourg, France, were

aiming to draw EU attention to their
monthslong protests against cor-
ruption in the Balkan nation. Serbia
is formally seeking membership in
the 27-nation bloc but has been
backsliding in democratic freedoms
and the rule of law.

They received an emotional wel-
come from hundreds of people,
including members of the Serbian

diaspora and French students and
supporters upon arriving at the
main square in Strasbourg where
the European Parliament meets.

“| think that this protest action is
a full success,” one of the cyclists
said in a live N1 TV broadcast from
Strasbourg where people gathered.
“I think we have woken up Europe.”
(AP)

Canada election debate advanced by two
hours to avoid conflict with hockey game

MONTREAL, April 16, (AP): Politics
bowed to Canada’s most popular sport
on Tuesday, when the French-lan-
guage leaders’ debate was abruptly re-
scheduled to minimize a conflict with a
Montreal Canadiens hockey game.

Two federal party leaders had called
for the Wednesday evening debate
to be moved, out of concern that the
game could siphon off potential view-
ers. Five party leaders will debate each
other twice this week, once in French
and once in English, ahead of a nation-
al election set for April 28.

The televised event will now take
place two hours earlier than planned,
from 6 pm to 8 pm ET in Montreal.
The NHL team will face off against
the Carolina Hurricanes at 7 pm ET, in
a game that could clinch them a spot in
the Stanley Cup playoffs.

In a statement, Radio-Canada and
the Leaders’ Debates Commission said

1 s .
Conservative Party leader Pierre
Poilievre speaks during a federal

election campaign stop in Montreal
on April 15. (AP)

they were “recognizing Canadians’
passion for hockey.”

“Citizens will be able to catch this
crucial moment in the election cam-

paign while also following the deci-
sive periods of the hockey game that
could put the Montreal Canadiens in
the playoffs,” the statement reads.

Earlier in the day, NDP Leader
Jagmeet Singh and Bloc Québécois
Leader Yves-Francois Blanchet had
both called on debate organizers to re-
schedule the event.

“Hockey is in our blood,” Singh said
in a statement. “This scheduling con-
flict makes the political system look
out of touch and is going to have a seri-
ous impact on who tunes in to the only
French debate of the campaign.”

During a press conference on Tues-
day afternoon, Blanchet said he had
written to the debates commission.

“Let’s not underestimate the im-
portance of this debate for Quebec
democracy, on the one hand,” he told
reporters. “Let’s not underestimate the
quality of the game, either.”
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Afghan children will die because of
US funding cuts, aid official says

KABUL, April 16, (AP): Afghan chil-
dren will die because of US funding
cuts, an aid agency official said Tues-
day. The warning follows the cancel-
lation of foreign aid contracts by US
President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion, including to Afghanistan where
more than half of the population needs
humanitarian assistance to survive.

Action Against Hunger initially
stopped all US-funded activities in
March after the money dried up sud-
denly. But it kept the most critical
services going in northeastern Badakh-
shan province and the capital Kabul
through its own budget, a measure that
stopped this month.

Its therapeutic feeding unit in Kabul
is empty and closing this week. There
are no patients, and staff contracts are
ending because of the US funding cuts.

“If we don’t treat children with acute
malnutrition there is a very high risk of
(them) dying,” Action Against Hun-
ger’s country director, Cobi Rietveld,
told The Associated Press. “No child
should die because of malnutrition. If
we don’t fight hunger, people will die
of hunger. If they don’t get medical
care, there is a high risk of dying. They
don’t get medical care, they die.”

More than 3.5 million children in

T

Staff members wait for their director at Action Against Hunger’s therapeutic
feeding unit in Kabul, Afghanistan on April 15. (AP)

Afghanistan will suffer from acute
malnutrition this year, an increase of
20% from 2024. Decades of conflict -
including the 20-year US war with the
Taleban - as well as entrenched pover-
ty and climate shocks have contributed
to the country’s humanitarian crisis.

Last year, the United States provid-
ed 43% of all international humanitar-
ian funding to Afghanistan.

Rietveld said there were other non-

governmental organizations dealing
with funding cuts to Afghanistan. “So
when we cut the funding, there will be
more children who are going to die of
malnutrition.”

The children who came to the feed-
ing unit often could not walk or even
crawl. Sometimes they were unable to
eat because they didn’t have the ener-
gy. All the services were provided free

Australian prime minister trusts Trump
and Xi during debate with election rival

MELBOURNE, Australia, April 16,
(AP): Australia’s Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said he had no
reason not to trust U.S. President
Donald Trump or Chinese President
Xi Jinping while debating his rival
on Wednesday ahead of the May 3
election.

Albanese and opposition leader
Peter Dutton faced off in a televised
debate when Australian Broadcast-
ing Corp. moderator, David Speers,
asked both if they trusted the presi-
dents of the United States and Chi-
na, Australia’s most important secu-
rity and trading partners, after they
defied bilateral treaties negatively
affecting Australian exports.

Albanese, whose center-left La-
bor Party government came to pow-
er in 2022, said the 10% tariffs the

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese looks at Opposition

Leader Peter Dutton, right, during the second leaders’ debate of the

2025 federal election campaign at the ABC Studios in Parramatta,
Sydney on April 16. (AP)

Trump administration had placed
on Australian imports were as low
as any country had been burdened
with. “We made it very clear that
was an act of self-harm by the Unit-
ed States,” he said.

Dutton, of the conservative Lib-
eral Party, said he didn’t know ei-
ther.

Also:

MELBOURNE, Australia: A
6.6-magnitude earthquake struck far
off southwest Australia on Wednes-
day, but no tsunami warning was
issued.

The epicenter was in the Indian

miles) southwest of Albany on the
southwest tip of Western Australia
state at a depth of 10 kilometers (6
miles), the U.S. Geological Survey
said.

The Joint Australian Tsunami
Warning Center said there was no
tsunami alert for Australia or Ant-
arctica.

of charge, including three meals a day.

Ocean 2,069 kilometers (1,283

‘We're talking about a full battle test’

US, Philippine combat drills show Trump not scaling back on South China Sea region

MANILA, Philippines, April 16, (AP): About 14,000 American and Filipino
forces will take part in battle-readiness exercises in the Philippines, including
live-fire drills, in a largescale deployment that shows the Trump administra-
tion is not scaling back its commitment to help deter aggression in the region,
a senior Philippine military official said Tuesday.

The annual joint Balikatan - Tagalog for “shoulder-to-shoulder” - exercises
between the longtime allies will be held from April 21 to May 9 and involve
about 9,000 United States and 5,000 Filipino military personnel. They will
involve fighter aircraft, navy ships and an array of weaponry, including a US
anti-ship missile system, Philippine Brig. Gen. Michael Logico said. Australia
will deploy about 200 military personnel. and Japan and a number of other
friendly nations will send smaller military delegations.

China has frowned on such war drills in or near the disputed South China
Sea and in northern Philippine provinces close to Taiwan, especially those
that involve the US and allied forces that Beijing says aim to contain it and
consequently threaten regional stability and peace. Logico said the Balikatan
exercises were not aimed at any particular country.

Taiwan is the island democracy which China considers as its own, to be
annexed by force if necessary. China conducted large-scale drills in the waters
and airspace around Taiwan this month that included an aircraft carrier battle
group as it renewed a warning to Taiwan against seeking formal independ-
ence.

US Marine Col Doug Krugman, of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, told
reporters most of the joint exercises would be staged within Philippine terri-
tory except for multi-nation sea exercises, which he did not specify.

Trump’s “America First” foreign policy thrust has triggered concerns in
Asia a bout the scale and depth of US commitment to maintain a longstanding
security presence in the volatile region.

“As you can see, there is no scale back,” Logico said during a news briefing.

Philippine Brig Gen Michael Logico, (left), gestures beside US Marine

Corps Colonel Doug Krugman of the 1st Marines Expeditionary Force as

he answers questions regarding the upcoming joint military exercises dur-

ing a press conference at Camp Aguinaldo military headquarters in Quezon
city, Philippines on April 15. (AP)

“We’re talking about a full battle test.”

The comprehensive drills would generally involve a command post issu-
ing orders to field forces in mock battle scenarios, according to Logico and
Krugman.

The exercises will include aerial surveillance, the use of a barrage of artil-
lery and missile fire to sink a mock enemy ship, deploying a US anti-ship mis-
sile system and countering the landing of enemy forces on an island.

A US mid-range missile system, which was deployed to the northern Phil-
ippines last year, would be used again in the combat exercises, Logico said,
without elaborating. China has repeatedly expressed alarm over the missile
deployment and demanded that the Philippines pull out the weaponry from its
territory which it said could spark an arms race.

A Philippine official told The Associated Press early this year that the U.S.
Army’s mid-range missile system, which consists of a mobile launcher and at
least 16 Standard Missile-6 and Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles, was reposi-
tioned from the northern Philippine city of Laoag to a strategic area in a west-
ern coastal province facing a disputed South China Sea shoal, where Chinese
and Philippine coast guard and navy forces have engaged in tense faceoffs.

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth visited Manila in March in his first trip
to Asia and said the Trump administration would work with allies to ramp up
deterrence against China’s aggression in the South China Sea.

The US was not gearing up for war, Hegseth said, while underscoring that
peace would be won “through strength.” He said the U.S. would deploy an
anti-ship missile system, called the Navy Marine Expeditionary Ship Interdic-
tion System, as well as unmanned sea vessels to enable the allies forces to
train together to defend Philippine sovereignty during the Balikatan exercises.

Additionally, the allied forces agreed to stage special operations forces
training in Batanes province, a cluster of islands in the northernmost tip of the
Philippine archipelago across a sea border from Taiwan, he said.

As well as China and the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Tai-
wan also have overlapping claims in the busy waterway, a key global trade
route which is also believed to be sitting atop large undersea deposits of gas
and oil.

Africa

US pastor rescued: An American
pastor who was kidnapped last week
by armed and masked men during
a sermon in the Eastern Cape prov-
ince of South Africa was rescued on
Tuesday after three of his abductors
engaged in gunfire with officials and
were killed, police reported Wednes-
day.

The 45-year-old American citizen,
Josh Sullivan from Tennessee, has
been based in the Motherwell town-
ship branch of the Fellowship Baptist
church since 2018 alongside his wife
and two children.

The missionary was abruptly ab-
ducted on Thursday evening when
four men broke into the Fellowship
Baptist church in Motherwell. They
stole two cellphones from members
of the congregation before seizing
Sullivan from the pulpit and bun-
dling him out of the building. His
truck was found abandoned a few
hours later.

A multi-agency task force, includ-
ing the Anti-Gang Unit and the Seri-
ous Organised Crime unit, took over
the investigation. On Tuesday night
they approached the location where
they suspected Sullivan was being
held, a house in KwaMagxaki, Gqe-
berha about 20 minutes’ drive from
the Baptist church. (AP)

o 0o Q
Belgian teens arrested: Two Bel-

gian teenagers were charged Tuesday
with wildlife piracy after they were

found with thousands of ants packed
in test tubes in what Kenyan authori-
ties said was part of a trend in traffick-
ing smaller and lesser known species.

Lornoy David and Seppe Lodewi-
jckx, two 19-year-olds who were ar-
rested on April 5 with 5,000 ants at a
guest house, appeared distraught dur-
ing their appearance before a magis-
trate in Nairobi and were comforted in
the courtroom by relatives. They told
the magistrate they were collecting
the ants for fun and did not know that
it was illegal.

In a separate
criminal  case,
1 Kenyan Dennis

Ng’ang’a and
®{ Vietnamese Duh
Hung Nguy-
en also were
charged  with
illegal traffick-
ing in the same
courtroom, fol-
lowing their
arrest while in
possession  of

David
400 ants.

The Kenya Wildlife Service said
the four men were involved in traf-
ficking the ants to markets in Europe
and Asia, and that the species included
messor cephalotes, a distinctive, large
and red-colored harvester ant native to
East Africa.

The illegal export of the ants “not
only undermines Kenya’s sovereign
rights over its biodiversity but also de-
prives local communities and research
institutions of potential ecological and
economic benefits,” KWS said in a

statement.

Kenya has in the past fought against
the trafficking of body parts of larger
species of wild animals such as el-
ephants, rhinos and pangolins among
others. But the cases against the four
men represent “a shift in trafficking
trends - from iconic large mammals to
lesser-known yet ecologically critical
species,” KWS said. (AP)

a a Q

Gambian ex-soldier convicted:
A former member of Gambia’s mili-
tary was convicted in federal court
Tuesday of torturing five people ac-
cused of involvement in a failed coup
against the West African country’s
longtime dictator nearly 20 years
ago, capping a rare prosecution in the
United States for torture committed
abroad.

Jurors at the weeklong trial in Den-
ver also found Michael Sang Correa
guilty of being part of a conspiracy
to commit torture against suspected
opponents while serving in a military
unit known as the “Junglers,” which
reported directly to Yahya Jammeh.

Correa came to the US in 2016 to
work as a bodyguard for Jammeh,
eventually settling in Denver, where
prosecutors said he worked as a day
laborer.

Correa, who prosecutors say over-
stayed his visa, was arrested by US
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment in 2019 and then indicted the
following year under a seldom-used
law that allows people to be tried in
the US judicial system for torture al-
legedly committed abroad. (AP)

Bolsonaro shares recovery footage
from intensive care after 12-hour op

SAO PAULO, April 16, (AP): Brazil’s
former president Jair Bolsonaro shared
footage on social media on Tuesday
of his recovery in hospital where he
remains in intensive care following
bowel surgery.

The far-right leader, who has started
physiotherapy, shared video of walk-
ing through the corridors of Brasilia’s
DF Star Hospital with medical support.

On Sunday, Bolsonaro underwent a
12-hour surgery to remove intestinal
adhesions and reconstruct the abdomi-
nal wall. It was the sixth procedure
related to long-term effects of being
stabbed in the abdomen during a cam-
paign rally in September 2018.

Doctors at the hospital issued a
statement Tuesday saying there is no
estimated discharge date from inten-
sive care, and that Bolsonaro should
not receive Vvisitors.

Bolsonaro said earlier on social me-
dia that he was only having direct con-
tact with his family and the medical
team to avoid physical complications.

The latest surgery was the “most
complex” procedure since the stabbing
with a “very delicate and prolonged
postsurgery,” doctors told journalists

Doctor Claudio Birolini talks about the abdominal surgery on former Brazil
president Jair Bolsonaro at DF Star Hospital in Brasilia, Brazil on April 14.

(AP)

on Monday.

Bolsonaro has been in and out of
hospitals since the attack at a cam-
paign event before Brazil’s 2018 presi-
dential election. He underwent several
surgeries during his presidency from
2019-2022.

On Friday, he was admitted with
severe abdominal pain to a hospital in
Santa Cruz, a small city in Rio Grande
do Norte, and later transferred to a
hospital in the state’s capital, Natal.
On Saturday, his family requested his
transfer to Brasilia.

RSF suffered multiple battlefield sethacks

Sudan paramilitary groups form rival govt

CAIRO, April 16, (AP): A notorious
paramilitary group fighting against
the Sudanese military announced that
it was forming a rival government,
which will rule parts of the country
controlled by the group including the
western Darfur region where the Unit-
ed Nations says recent attacks by the
group have killed over 400 people.

Gen Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo,
commander of the Rapid Support Forc-
es, announced the move in a speech on
Tuesday as the northeastern African
nation marked two years of civil war.

“On this anniversary, we proudly de-
clare the establishment of the Govern-
ment of Peace and Unity,” Dagalo said
in a recorded speech, adding that other
groups have joined the RSF-led adminis-
tration, including a faction of the Sudan’s
Liberation Movement, which controls
parts of Kordofan region.

Dagalo, who is sanctioned by the US
over accusations that his forces com-

Gen Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo, the deputy head of the military council
speaks at a ceremony in the capital Khartoum, Sudan, on Aug. 4, 2019.
A

mitted genocide in Darfur, said that he
and his allies were also establishing “a
15-member Presidential Council” rep-
resenting all of Sudan’s regions.

The move came as the RSF suffered
multiple battlefield setbacks, losing
the capital, Khartoum and other urban
cities in recent months. The paramili-

tary group has since regrouped in its
stronghold in the sprawling region of
Darfur.

It raises concerns that Sudan is head-
ing towards partition, or a prolonged
conflict like that one in neighboring
Libya where two rival administrations

have been fighting for power for over
a decade. The nation of South Sudan
won independence from Sudan in a
2011 referendum that followed a war
in which Janjaweed militias, a prede-
cessor to the RSF, fought on behalf of
the government.

Asia

‘Telesco’ robot starts 2nd mission: A remote-con-
trolled robot on Tuesday embarked on its second mission
to retrieve tiny bits of melted fuel debris from inside a
damaged reactor at the Fukushima nuclear plant that was
wrecked by a tsunami 14 years ago.

The mission, which follows the first such debris retrieval
in November, is aimed at eventually developing the tech-
nology and robots needed for a larger scale cleanup of the
plant, destroyed by the earthquake and tsunami in March
2011. The extendable “Telesco” robot carries cameras and
a tong to grip tiny nuggets of radioactive debris. It entered
the No. 2 reactor’s primary containment vessel Tuesday, ac-
cording to Tokyo Electric Power Company.

This time, the company aims to send the robot further
into the containment vessel to get a sample from an area
closer to the center where more melted fuel is believed to
have fallen.

It is expected to take several days before the front tip
of the robot reaches the targeted area, where it will lower
a device carrying a tong and camera in a fishing-rod style.

That first sample retrieval in November, despite a num-
ber of mishaps, was a crucial step in what will be a daunt-
ing, decades-long decommissioning that must deal with at
least 880 tons of melted nuclear fuel that has mixed with
broken parts of internal structures and other debris inside
the three reactors ruined in 2011.

After a series of small missions by robots to gather sam-
ples, experts will determine a larger-scale method for re-
moving melted fuel, first at the No. 3 reactor, beginning in
the 2030s. (AP)

a a Q
HK defends immigration procedures: Hong Kong’s
government on Monday defended its immigration proce-

dures after a British member of parliament was denied entry
to the Chinese city last week, an incident that has prompted

A bird flies within the premises of the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power plant in Futaba town, north-
eastern Japan on Feb 20. (AP)

concerns among UK officials.

Wera Hobhouse, a member of the Liberal Democratic
Party representing Bath, on Sunday wrote on the social me-
dia platform Bluesky that authorities gave her no explana-
tion for what she described as a “cruel and upsetting blow.”
She noted that she was the first British MP to face such a
situation upon arrival in the former British colony since it
returned to Chinese rule in 1997.

Hobhouse had told British media that she flew to Hong
Kong to visit her newborn grandchild. She is also a member
of the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China that has scru-
tinized Beijing’s human rights record.

The Hong Kong government, in a statement released late
Monday, maintained that its immigration officers are duty-
bound to question individuals to ascertain the purpose of
any visit. (AP)



Kuwait crude rises to $69.03 pb

KUWAIT CITY, April 16, (KUNA): Kuwait crude
oil edged 35 cents higher during Tuesday’s trading
to reach USD 69.03 per barrel compared with USD
68.68 pb the day before, Kuwait Petroleum Corpo-

ration (KPC) said Wednesday.

Brent futures dropped 21 cents to USD 64.67 pb
and West Texas Intermediate declined 20 cents to
USD 61.33 pb.
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Saudi Arabia presents Al-Shaya with the
King Abdulaziz Medal of the Fourth Class

RIYADH, April 16, (KUNA): Saudi
Minister of State and CEO of the Royal
Commission for Riyadh City, Engineer
Ibrahim Al-Sultan awarded Kuwaiti
businessman Mohammed Al-Shaya the
King Abdulaziz Medal of the Fourth
Class.

The Saudi Press Agency reported that,
in compliance with a royal order, Minis-

Boursa Kuwait

ter Al-Sultan awarded Saudi businessmen
Abdullah Al-Fawzan and Kuwaiti busi-
nessmen Mohammad Al-Shaya the King
Abdulaziz Medal of the Fourth Class in
appreciation of their company Shomoul’s
initiative to develop the intersection of
King Salman Road with King Fahad Road
at a total cost of 646 million Saudi riyals
(about USD 172.14 million).

Minister Al-Sultan the significant role
of the private sector as a key partner in the
development of the capital, Riyadh.

He pointed out that such projects and
initiatives contribute to improving the
quality of life and enhancing the level of
services provided to the city’s residents,
thus achieving the goals of the Kingdom’s
Vision 2030.

i
KUNA photo

Mohammed Al-Shaya receives the King Abdulaziz Medal.

This anniversary marks a legacy of trust and innovation: Yousef AlShaya

ends in

‘green’

General index up 0.10%

KUWAIT CITY, April 16, (KUNA): Boursa Kuwait
closed Wednesday’s session in the green, with the gen-
eral index climbing 7.90 points, or 0.10 percent, to set-
tle at 7,813.34. Trading volume reached 282.5 million
shares across 20,603 transactions, with a total value

of KD 87.11 million (approx. USD 266.5 million).

The Main Market Index advanced 7.98 points, or 0.11 percent,
closing at 7,145.30 points, as 129.5 million shares changed hands
through 7,927 deals valued at KD 24.17 million (approx. USD 73.9

million).

The Premier Market Index rose by 8.27 points, or 0.10 percent, to
reach 8,365.98, with 153 million shares traded via 12,676 transactions
worth KD 62.9 million (approx. USD 192 .4 million).

Meanwhile, the Major 50 Index recorded the biggest percentage
gain, adding 49.55 points or 0.72 percent to close at 6,954.52 points. It
saw the trade of 112.19 million shares through 6,703 deals worth KD
20.6 million (approx. USD 63 million).

Banks enhance AML/CGFT measures

Central Bank of Kuwait orders banks
to strengthen data update measures

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The Central
Bank of Kuwait has instructed local
banks to increase warning measures
aimed at encouraging customers to
update their personal data and monitor
their account activity, reports Al-Rai
daily.

According to informed sources,
banks have been directed to take ap-
propriate action against customers who
fail to update their information within
the designated grace period, including
the potential freezing of their bank ac-
counts. These measures are part of the
efforts to strengthen anti-money laun-
dering and counter-terrorism financing
(AML/CFT) systems.

In line with regulatory directives,
banks are ramping up communica-
tion efforts with customers through
various official channels, and send-
ing repeated reminders to customers
to update their information to avoid
disruptions in account access.

The sources explained that accounts
belonging to customers who fail to up-

date their data within the period speci-
fied by each bank will remain blocked
until the required information is updat-
ed and the customer visits a branch to
request account reactivation.

The data update intervals vary based
on each customer’s risk classification.
High-risk customers must update their
data annually, medium-risk customers
every two years, and low-risk custom-
ers every three years.

The Central Bank of Kuwait has is-
sued directives to banks to waive the
KD 5 fee for updating customer data
at bank branches, in addition to the
previously waived online update fee.
It also suspended the monthly KD 2
deduction applied when a customer’s
account balance falls below KD 100.

The “Know Your Customer” (KYC)
data update process typically includes
updating the customer’s civil ID num-
ber, current nationality (in cases of
nationality change or revocation), per-
sonal details, residential address, and
sources of income.

Returning to Osaka after 55 years

Kuwait participates in Expo 2025

OSAKA, April 16: The Expo 2025
exhibition officially opened on Sun-
day morning in Osaka, Japan, with
the participation of 158 countries and
regions, including the State of Kuwait.
This global event will continue for six
months and aims to highlight national
visions, cultures, and the exchange of
experiences that contribute to shaping
a more sustainable and cooperative
future among peoples. The Kuwait
Fund for Development is participating
within the State of Kuwait’s pavilion
alongside a number of government en-
tities and institutions.

On the occasion of the opening of
the State of Kuwait’s pavilion at (Expo
2025), Acting Director-General of the
Kuwait Fund for Development, Mr.
Waleed Shamlan Al-Bahar, stated that
the Fund’s participation in the exhibi-
tion’s activities confirms to the world
the State of Kuwait’s commitment to
supporting economic and social devel-
opment.

Al-Bahar said: “The State of Kuwait
has adopted a firm approach in the field
of support and development of devel-
oping countries around the world, and
this approach has been embodied since
its independence when it hastened to
establish the Kuwait Fund for Devel-
opment more than six decades ago.”

Al-Bahar added: “The Kuwait Fund
for Development is the first institution
in the Middle East to play an active
role in international development ef-
forts, through its financing of develop-
ment projects in developing countries
and achieving the UN- Sustainable
Development Goals. The Kuwait Fund
today also constitutes a strong bridge
of friendship and solidarity between
the State of Kuwait and its sisterly and
friendly countries.”

The participation of the Kuwait

Kuwait Fund For Development

Fund aims to highlight the vital role
played by the State of Kuwait in both
the development and humanitarian
fields. The Fund’s participation affirms
Kuwait’s commitment to financing de-
velopment projects around the world,
reflecting its belief in the importance
of achieving comprehensive and sus-
tainable development.

The State of Kuwait’s pavilion at
Expo 2025 Osaka is located in the
(Empowering Lives) zone, bearing the
title (the Visionary Lighthouse). It fea-
tures a design inspired by the marine
and desert environment, natural land-
scapes, and wildlife in Kuwait.

The title expresses Kuwait’s national
identity with cultural content that high-
lights the authentic Kuwaiti heritage in
harmony with aspects of progress, re-
flecting an integrated image of a country
that combines heritage with develop-
ment and progress aspirations. The title
also symbolizes the State of Kuwait’s
role in illuminating the path towards the
future, based on its richlegacy and its
openness to progress and sustainability.

It is worth mentioning that the State
of Kuwait’s participation in (Expo
2025) is the second of its kind in the
same region, as Kuwait previously
participated in (Expo 1970) in (Osaka,
Japan) more than fifty years ago, and
the exhibition attracted more than 64
million visitors at that time.

KAICO & ExxonMobil celebrate 75-year partnership in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Kuwait Automotive Im-
ports Co.W.L.L (AlShaya & AlSagar), an authorized
distributor of Mobil-branded lubricants in Kuwait,
proudly marks 75 years of a successful business rela-
tionship with ExxonMobil.

This landmark achievement highlights decades of
delivering high-performance lubrication solutions
that have contributed to the growth and development
of Kuwait’s automotive and industrial sectors, solidi-
fying KAICO’s position as a trusted leader in the au-
tomotive market.

A key player in Kuwait’s automotive industry
since 1936, KAICO (AlShaya & AlSagar) has been
crucial to the Mobil brand’s growth in the country
since 1950, ensuring that industries, fleets, and indi-
vidual customers benefit from cutting-edge lubrica-
tion technology. To commemorate these milestones,
KAICO will work with ExxonMobil to host customer
appreciation events, industry collaborations, and in-
novative marketing campaigns to showcase this suc-
cessful relationship and reaffirm their shared dedica-
tion to excellence.

KAICO is focused on maintaining high service
standards and expanding its market presence while
driving growth in Kuwait’s lubricant industry through
technological innovation.

On this momentous occasion, Mr. Yousef AlSh-
aya, CEO of KAICO, stated: “This anniversary
celebrates a legacy built on trust and collaboration.
We are proud to have joined with ExxonMobil to
provide premium lubricants that enhance perfor-
mance and reliability in the Kuwaiti market. We
remain focused on driving innovation and sustain-
ability in the years to come.”

“Celebrating 75 years of working with KAICOis a
testament to our shared vision and commitment to de-
livering superior value driven lubrication solutions,”

KAICO marks 75th anniversary with ExxonMobil in Kuwait.

said by Mr. Amr Abou Eita, ExxonMobil Egypt Lu-
bricants Sales Manager.

Together, KAICO and ExxonMobil continue to set
new standards of innovation, offering high-quality
solutions tailored to the needs of customers across
Kuwait. With a forward-looking approach centered

on innovation and customer satisfaction, KAICO
is poised for continued success and progress in the
years ahead.

For more information about our 75th anniversary
celebrations and upcoming events, please visit htt-
ps://mobil-kuwait.com/

Agility, ESG continue facility management training for Kuwaiti graduates.

Empowering 25 engineering graduates in Kuwait with facilities management skills

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Agility, a supply chain
services, infrastructure and innovation company,
collaborated with Engineering Systems Group
(ESG) to offer an accelerated facility manage-
ment training that is tailored for 25 of Kuwaiti
Youth for the third year-in-a row.

The Facilities Management training program is
part of the Work-Maker Project run by Kuwait’s
Youth Authority, and is a national workforce de-
velopment initiative that equips young Kuwaiti
engineering graduates from Kuwait, US, and UK
universities with practical training and career
opportunities in key industries, preparing them
for public and private sector jobs based on real
market needs. A total of 35 engineering graduates
enrolled in the program, with 25 participating in
the course delivered by Agility and Engineering
Systems Group-representing 71% of total partici-

Agility and Engineering Systems Group support
Work-Maker Project by Youth Public Authority

pation.

For the third consecutive year, Agility and
ESG provided theoretical and hands-on training
on best practices in industrial zone management,
modern facility management technologies, and
leadership in safety, security, and environmental
management. Over five weeks, the young Kuwaiti
engineers received 125 hours of training, includ-
ing intensive workshops and field training at Agil-
ity’s logistics facilities. Under the guidance of an
experienced team, participants developed key
skills before completing a final exam to earn a
facility management certification.

Nader Sakeen, CEO of ALP Kuwait and Gulf,
said: “As Kuwait and the region continue to
advance their development projects, there is a
growing need for highly skilled national talent in
facilities management to oversee these projects

in line with global standards for safety, security,
and environmental sustainability. We are proud
to continue our partnership with ESG and Youth
Public Authority for the third consecutive year
and we remain dedicated to supporting initiatives
that grow local talent and contribute to Kuwait’s
long-term development goals.”

Ahmed B. Al-Eisa, Chairman and CEO of
ESG, said: “At ESG, we are committed to invest-
ing in Kuwait’s future workforce. With new pro-
jects being launched and existing ones progress-
ing, the demand for skilled facilities management
professionals is growing. This is why ESG is
proud to collaborate with our partners at Agility
and the Youth Public Authority to equip and train
local talent, enhancing their practical skills and
supporting the aspirations of both the public and
private sectors.”

Kuwait Petroleum and 0Q Group drive Dugm Refinery’s success

Dugm Refinery targets 5 million ton product exports in 2025

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Dugm Refinery, which
is jointly owned by Kuwait Petroleum Internation-
al (KPI) and Omani OQ Group, intends to increase
its product exports to five million tons in 2025.

Omani oil sources revealed in an exclusive
statement to the newspaper that the refinery ex-
ported around 4.1 million tons in 2024. They also
confirmed the milestone achieved in December
last year; when the refinery increased its produc-
tion capacity from 230,000 to 255,000 barrels per
day.

Sources attributed the strong performance and
operational excellence of the refinery to several
factors, the most important of which is the stra-
tegic cooperation between a unit of Kuwait Petro-
leum Corporation (KPC) and the OQ Oil Deriva-
tives Trading Unit. Sources said this partnership,
along with seamless integration and knowledge-
sharing between the two entities, was instrumental
in driving a notable increase in sales last year.

Sources disclosed that the refinery also played a
vital role in supplying global markets amid the dis-
ruption of Russian diesel and gasoline exports due
to the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian war. “It helped
alleviate fuel shortages in several markets over the
past two years,” they affirmed.

“Its strategic location within the Special Eco-
nomic Zone of Dugm — overlooking major ship-
ping routes in the Arabian Sea and close to global
maritime lanes in the Indian Ocean — has further
enhanced its logistical efficiency. In addition, the
refinery benefits from being geographically re-
moved from high-risk geopolitical areas, such as
the Red Sea, where recent conflicts forced ship-
ping traffic to reroute around the Cape of Good
Hope,” sources added.

Sources emphasized the value brought by KPI,
whose expertise and global experience contributed
significantly to the refinery’s operational success.
“This excellence was recognized as the refinery
was declared the ‘Best Refining Company of the
Year 2024’; while its Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) David Baird received the accolade of ‘Best

Refining CEO of the Year 2024

“In another development, the refinery recently
passed a key credibility test set by its lenders. As
a result, $4 billion in shareholder guarantees are
expected to be released, having fulfilled the neces-
sary conditions,” sources disclosed.

0Q Group, according to the sources, continues
to welcome Kuwaiti investment across its broad
range of business sectors; including oil and gas ex-
ploration, energy transport, refining, petrochemi-
cal production, power generation and alternative
energy. “The group’s products currently serve
more than 2,000 customers in 80 countries world-
wide,” sources revealed.

They also underscored the unwavering commit-
ment of the refinery to guarantee safety and com-
pliance with all security protocols, reporting zero
work-related injuries or fatalities to date.

“Covering an area of 900 hectares, the refinery
is connected through an 80-kilometer pipeline to
the Ras Markaz crude oil storage and export facili-
ty, ensuring a steady supply of feedstock,” sources
concluded.
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The assembly approves all items on agenda, including distribution of cash dividends at 10%

ABK holds Ordinary and Extraordinary General Assembly
meetings for the financial year ended 31 December 2024

Talal Mohammed Reza Behbehani — ABK Chairman

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Al
Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
Group held its Ordinary and Ex-
traordinary General Assembly for
the financial year ended 31 De-
cember 2024, with an attendance
rate of 90.910% of shareholders.
The meeting was chaired by the
Chairman of the Board, Talal
Mohammed Reza Behbehani, and
attended by Acting Group CEO
Mr. Abdulla AlSumait, members
of executive management, and
re%presentatives from the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, and
Kuwait Clearing Company.

The assembly approved all
items on the agenda, including
the distribution of cash dividends
at 10% (10 fils per share) and
free bonus shares at 5% (5 shares
for every 100 shares held). The
meeting also reviewed the Board
of Directors’ report on the 2024
results, the auditor’s report, and
other items.

Following this, the new Board
of Directors for the next three
years (2025-2027) was elected,
comprising Talal Mohammed
Reza Behbehani;Salah Ahmed
Al Serhan;Ali Ebrahim Hejji
Hussain Marafi; Khaled Othman
Abdulwahab Al Othman; Adel
Ibrahim Yali Ahmed Behbehani;
RaedAbdulkareem Al Moamen;
and The Public Institution for So-
cial Securityas non-independent
board members. This is in ad-
dition to Tarek Fareed Abdul-
rahman Al Othman; Dr. Mahdi
Ismael Ali Al Jazzaf, Ahmed
Abdullah Mohammed Al-Baghli;
Dr. Mohammad Munther Abdul
Kareem Al-Zuhair as independ-
ent board members; and Shaimaa
Mohammed Abbas Bin Hussain
as a reserve independent board
member. Furthermore, Behbe-
hani Investment Company and
Mohammad Saleh & Reza You-
suf Behbehani as reserve non-in-
dependent board member.

Sustainable Growth

On this occasion, Chairman Ta-
lal Mohammad Reza Behbehani
stated, “We have maintained sus-
tainable growth in our net profits
and various financial indicators
by consistently keeping pace with
developments. This reflects our
ongoing commitment to maxi-
mizing shareholder returns and
providing added value to all our
stakeholders, thereby strengthen-
ing their trust in the Group and
reinforcing our leading position

in the banking sector in Kuwait
and the regional markets in which
we operate, including the United
Arab Emirates and Egypt.”

He added, “The Group achieved
net profits of KD 52.41 million
by the end of 2024, a 16% in-
crease, with earnings per share
reaching 21 fils, up 17% year-on-
year. Net operating profit rose by
11% to KD 107.41 million, while
total assets reached KD 7.37 bil-
lion, growing by 17%. Customer
deposits grew by 16% to KD 4.42
billion, while the loan portfolio
increased by 13% to KD 4.83
billion. Operating income also
increased by 9% to KD 200.75
million.”

He continued, “Our non-per-
forming loan ratio (NPL) dropped
to 1.23% from 1.67% in 2023,
covered by provisions at 460%.
Capital adequacy ratio (CAR)
stood at 16.94%, and sharehold-
ers’ equity increased by 1.4% to
KD 628 million.”

Behbehani confirmed that these
indicators reflect the Group’s
success in achieving its strategic
goals, thanks to the outstand-
ing performance of all divisions
and their dedication to continu-
ous achievement. He stressed
the Group’s commitment to
maintaining strong profitability,
sustainable growth, and innova-
tion in banking services, prod-
ucts, and solutions, in line with
its newly approved strategy and
clear vision across all levels, with
a focus on strategic expansion
and leveraging growth opportuni-
ties in local and regional markets.

He emphasized the Group’s
forward momentum in enhanc-
ing service quality, maintaining
rowth momentum, strengthen-
ing its strong financial position,
improving asset quality, and di-
versifying income sources. He
also highlighted the Group’s
readiness to seize opportunities
arising from new economic deci-
sions aimed at stimulating activ-
ity in the Kuwaiti and regional
markets, and its preparedness to
finance major development pro-
jects that will be launched as part
of the New Kuwait 2035 vision.

He further noted that ABK
continues to reinforce its leading
position in Kuwait and the mar-
kets it serves, evidenced by win-
ning over 15 awards in 2024 from
global institutions specialized in

Talal Behbehani chairs the General Assembly meeting.

evaluating banking performance
locally and regionally.

Egypt and the UAE

Behbehani noted that ABK-
Egypt achieved strong net profit
growth of 137% in 2024, reaching
EGP 6.6 billion. This was due to
a sustainable growth strategy and
flexible business plans aligned
with the evolving banking sec-
tor in Egypt and a commitment to
delivering added value for both
customers and shareholders.

Meanwhile, ABK-UAE contin-
ued to significantly contribute to
the Group’s financial results by
enhancing its services and prod-
ucts. The DIFC branch partici-
pated in syndicated loans exceed-
ing USD 10 billion across GCC
countries, Europe, Asia, and oth-
ers during 2024.

Digital Transformation

Behbehani noted that 2024 was
a landmark year in ABK’s digi-
tal transformation journey under
its integrated strategy aligned
with the ‘Simpler Banking’ vi-
sion. This included launching a
newly designed website that of-
fers customers a seamless, 24/7
experience with top-tier security
standards.

He highlighted the Group’s col-
laborations with leading compa-
nies to introduce new digital solu-
tions and its readiness to leverage
artificial intelligence (Al) tech-
nologies by partnering with spe-
cialized institutions to enhance
operations and drive innovation.

He thanked the regulatory au-
thorities, including the Central
Bank of Kuwait, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, Kuwait
Clearing Company, Boursa Ku-
wait, the Central Bank of Egypt,
and the Central Bank of the UAE
for their continued support of
ABK and the banking sector.

He praised the executive man-
agement team for successfully
executing strategic plans and
commended employees as the
Group’s most valuable asset, urg-
ing everyone to strive for further
achievements in the coming pe-
riod to meet the needs of existing
and prospective customers.

Strong Performance

Acting Group CEO Abdulla
AlSumait stated, “The year 2024
witnessed significant develop-
ments in ABK’s operations, as

we continued to provide solutions
that meet diverse customer needs
and enhanced operational effi-
ciency across all divisions.”

He emphasized that ABK’s
strong 2024 performance reflects
its adaptability and customer-
first approach, noting success in
enhancing the product portfo-
lio, diversifying income sources,
expanding market share, and at-
tracting new customers to the
ever-growing ABK family.

Al-Sumait added that these re-
sults were achieved through me-
ticulous planning, coordination
among departments, and adher-
ence to excellence while offering
innovative solutions in line with
global developments.

Branch Upgrades

AlSumait noted that ABK con-
tinued its branch renovation plan
in 2024, reopening Jabriya and
Zahra branches with modern de-
signs featuring the latest bank-
ing technologies. The plan will
continue in the upcoming period
to include more branches across
Kuwait.

He affirmed that ABK is com-
mitted to continuously upgrading
its digital infrastructure and sys-
tems while adhering to the high-
est security standards to safe-
guard customer data— solidifying
ABK as their preferred banking
partner.

He highlighted the launch of
several new accounts and suc-
cessful campaigns in 2024, in-
cluding a special offer for oil
sector employees, a new family
banking bundle, a UAE mortgage
loan, and real estate escrow agent
services in the UAE. These offer-
ings reflect ABK’s ongoing com-
mitment to providing integrated,
tailored services and solutions for
all customer segments.

He also revealed ABK’s inten-
tion to surprise customers with
exclusive campaigns and offers
designed to meet their needs and
deliver benefits through diverse
banking solutions.

Employee Development

AlSumait affirmed ABK’s ded-
ication to enhancing employee
performance through continuous
Investment in training programs,
promoting productivity, and fos-
tering a positive work environ-
ment that drives innovation. He

Abdulla Al Sumait — Acting Group Chief Executive Officer

also emphasized the Bank’s on-
going efforts to attract top talent
and improve employee benefits
to strengthen loyalty and engage-
ment.

‘Let’s Be Aware’ Campaign

AlSumait stated that ABK con-
tinued to support the ‘Let’s Be
Aware’ campaign in collabora-
tion with the Central Bank of
Kuwait and the Kuwait Banking
Association to raise awareness
of banking services and promote
financial inclusion. This included
hosting events and offering tar-
geted digital content on banking
topics, helping ABK secure a top
ranking in the campaign’s annual
evaluation.

He stressed that social respon-
sibility remains a cornerstone at
ABK, which actively engages
with all segments of society and
supports educational, sporting,
cultural, environmental, and hu-
manitarian initiatives through
sponsorships and participation.

Sustainability Report

In 2024, ABK issued its fourth
sustainability report, highlight-
ing key operational develop-
ments, carbon emission reduction
achievements, significant support
for SMEs, and strong social re-
sponsibility efforts —demonstrat-
ing its leadership across sectors.

Additional Tier 1 Bonds

In 2024, ABK issued USD 300
million in Additional Tier 1 capi-
tal bonds at a 6.5% annual yield.
This marked ABK’s return to
global debt markets since 2018,
with overwhelming demand—
oversubscribed by 4.5x —reflect-
ing high investor confidence in
the Group’s strength and finan-
cial stability.

High Credit Ratings

ABK maintained strong credit
ratings of A from Fitch and A2
from Moody’s. These ratings re-
flect global and institutional con-
fidence in ABK’s financial posi-
tion.

Premier Market Listing

In 2024, ABK’s stock was
promoted to the Premier Mar-
ket on Boursa Kuwait due to its
compliance with qualification
requirements. This increased
institutional trading and dem-
onstrated ABK’s commitment
to meeting regulatory standards
and maintaining its status in the
index.

A section of the audience.

Some members of the Board of Directors and Executive Management during the meeting.
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Kuwait University students to benefit from ALSAYER’s training program

ALSAYER Group signs two strategic agreements to advance sustainability with the
Kuwait Green Building Council and the College of Architecture at Kuwait University
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ALSAYER signs strategic sustainability agreements with KGBC and Kuwait University.

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: As part of its unwavering commitment to sustain-
able development and promoting green building practices in Kuwait, AL-
SAYER International Trading General and Contracting Co. announced the
signing of two strategic agreements. The first is with the Kuwait Green Build-
ing Council (KGBC), under which the Group joins as a Platinum Member for
the year 2025 and the second is with the College of Architecture at Kuwait
University to train students under the “GSAS Certified Green Professional
Program.”

The signing ceremony of the memorandum of understanding with the Kuwait
Green Building Council was held at the ALSAYER Group headquarters, in
the presence of Mr. Mubarak Naser Al-Sayer, CEO of the Group; Mr. Mo-
hamed Naser Al-Sayer, Executive Board Member& Chairman of Sustainability
Committee; Mr. Khaled Khudair Al-Meshaan, Chairman of the Kuwait Green
Building Council and Dr. Omar Mohammed Khattab, Assistant Dean of the
College of Architecture at Kuwait University along with a large number of
attendees.

Partnership Towards a More Sustainable Built Environment

The partnership with the Kuwait Green Building Council aims to support and
promote sustainable building practices in the country, raise community aware-
ness on the importance of sustainability in the urban sector, and implement

training programs and field initiatives that help build qualified local capacities
for this transformation.

Commenting on the occasion, Mr. Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer stated:

“At ALSAYER Group, sustainability is at the heart of our corporate strat-
egy. Joining the Kuwait Green Building Council is a natural extension of our
commitment to creating a work environment and society that is more aware
of its environmental responsibilities. We believe that promoting green build-
ing concepts in Kuwait is the foundation for a more sustainable urban future,
and we call on all stakeholders in both public and private sectors to adopt this
responsible and forward-thinking approach.”

In turn, Mr. Khaled Khudair Al-Meshaan welcomed ALSAYER Group’s
membership, stating: “We highly value this strategic cooperation that reinforc-
es the importance of impactful partnerships between the private sector and civil
society. It enhances our national potential to achieve sustainability goals and
strengthen sustainable construction practices across Kuwait. The Kuwait Green
Building Council was officially established in 2017 and is part of a global net-
work of over 75 Green Building Councils operating under the World Green
Building Council. Through its initiatives and strategic partnerships, the Council
aims to foster a more sustainable built environment that enhances quality of life
and safeguards future generations.”

Empowering National Talent in Green Building

As part of its commitment to academic empowerment and capacity build-
ing, ALSAYER Group signed a cooperation agreement with the College of
Architecture at Kuwait University. The agreement aims to train students in the
GSAS Certified Green Professional Program and provide them with field visits
to green building projects certified by the Gulf Organisation for Research &
Development (GORD) for the years 2025, 2026 and 2027. This initiative repre-
sents a significant step in reinforcing the role of higher education in advancing
the national shift towards more efficient and sustainable built environments, by
equipping students with practical knowledge and firsthand experience in one of
the region’s most recognized green building certification systems.

A Strategic Commitment to Sustainability

ALSAYER Group partnerships reflect the Group’s firm commitment to em-
bedding sustainability principles across all its business operations. The Group’s
sustainability strategy is built around four main pillars: Environment, Econo-
my, Society, and Quality of Life. Through these pillars, ALSAYER aims to re-
duce environmental impact, enhance social responsibility and adopt more effi-
cient operational practices. These efforts are fully aligned with Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG) standards, Kuwait Vision 2035and the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Achieving 33.4%, on average, of the total trading value within the market maker portfolio

Markaz Market Maker Desk solidifies leadership with strong 2024 performance

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Kuwait Financial
Centre “Markaz” has reinforced its financial
market leadership through the exceptional per-
formance of its Market Maker Desk in 2024.
The desk successfully traded KD 762 million,
accounting for 33.4%, on average, of the total
trading value within the market maker portfo-
lio, and representing 5.1% of the total market
trading value on Boursa Kuwait. These results
highlight Markaz’s expertise in market making
and its ability to drive liquidity, enhance mar-
ket efficiency, and create tangible value for a
diverse range of blue chip and small-sized com-
panies.With a diversified portfolio encompass-
ing 15 listed companies across various sectors,
Markaz continues to lead among Kuwait’s larg-
est market makers.

Throughout 2024, Markaz played a leading
role in maintaining or securing Premier Market
positions for 10 listed companies in Kuwait.
Two additional companies, Combined Group
Contracting Co. and Al Eid Food Co., also en-
tered the watchlist for Premier Market eligibil-
ity. These achievements demonstrate the effec-
tiveness of Markaz’s market-making strategies
in strengthening the market positioning of its
portfolio companies.

Backed by deep sectoral expertise and ad-
vanced trading infrastructure, Markaz is one
of the largest market-making desks in Kuwait.
The company continues to lead in provid-
ing financial solutions that enhance stability,
price discovery, and overall trading activity.
Markaz was also among the first financial in-
stitutions in Kuwait to obtain a Market Maker
license from the Capital Markets Authority
(CMA), reflecting its commitment to fostering
a well-functioning and liquid financial market.
The company’s approach to market making is
rooted in a data-driven strategy that ensures
listed companies meet liquidity requirements
for Premier Market status while simultaneously
contributing to a dynamic and efficient trading
environment.

Azzam B. Al-Otaibi,
Assistant Vice President

Mr. Azzam B. Al-Otaibi, Assistant Vice
President, MENA Equities at Markaz said: “We
are proud to be among the first financial insti-
tutions to obtain a Market Maker license from
Kuwait’s Capital Market Authority (CMA).
Today, our market maker portfolio comprises
of a diverse set of 15 companies across differ-
ent segments of Boursa Kuwait, 10 of which
are listed on the Premier Market. Over the past
year, we have played a key role in supporting
consistent trading activity and enhancing over-
all trading efficiency across our portfolio.”

Mr. Al-Otaibi added: “Market making con-
tinues to have a profound impact, not only on
local investors and the Kuwaiti market but also
on the international stage. Increased trading
activity has helped position companies in our
portfolio for inclusion in key global indices,
such as the FTSE Emerging Markets Index
and the KIA Shariah Index, further reinforcing
Kuwait’s position in the global financial land-
scape.”

With over 50 years of leadership in financial
services, Markaz has consistently been at the fore-
front of investment banking and asset manage-
ment in the region. The company has pioneered
a range of innovative financial products and ser-
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Markaz Market Maker Desk 2024

vices, including Mumtaz, Kuwait’s first domestic
mutual fund; MREEF, the first real estate invest-
ment fund in Kuwait; and Forsa Financial Fund,
the first options market maker in the GCC since

2005. Markaz also launched the GCC Momentum
Fund, the first passive fund of its kind in Kuwait
and the wider GCC, which was awarded Best
Momentum Fund Innovation by Global Finance

in its first year. Its commitment to excellence and
strategic market-making expertise continues to
support the growth and development of Kuwait’s
capital markets, reinforcing its reputation as a
leader in financial innovation.

As Kuwait’s capital markets evolve, Markaz
remains committed to expanding its market-
making role and empowering listed companies
with the tools needed to thrive in a competi-
tive financial environment. Markaz’s role as
market maker is based on its firm belief in the
importance of this tool on the financial markets
and the shares of listed companies. The market
maker service aim to create a balance between
supply and demand, bridge the gap between the
buying and selling prices, thus narrowing down
bid-ask spreads to enhance trading efficiency.
Market making can positively affect compa-
nies’ borrowing costs, and aids in price discov-
ery. Market making services also support the
overall development of the Kuwaiti economy
by motivating companies to list their shares on
the national stock exchange.

About Kuwait Financial Centre “Markaz”

Established in 1974, Kuwait Financial Cen-
tre K.P.S.C “Markaz” is one of the leading as-
set management and investment banking insti-
tutions in the MENA region with total assets
under management of over KD 1.41 billion
(USD 4.57 billion) as of 31 December 2024.
Markaz was listed on the Boursa Kuwait in
1997. Over the years, Markaz has pioneered
innovation through the creation of new invest-
ment channels. These channels enjoy unique
characteristics and helped Markaz widen inves-
tors’ horizons. Examples include Mumtaz (the
first domestic mutual fund), MREF (the first
real estate investment fund in Kuwait), Forsa
Financial Fund (the first options market maker
in the GCC since 2005), and the GCC Momen-
tum Fund (the first passive fund of its kind in
Kuwait and across GCC that follows the mo-
mentum methodology), all conceptualized, es-
tablished, and managed by Markaz.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds launches Festive Edition Collection globally

Kareena Kapoor unveils Malabar's new ‘Festive’ jewellery line in Dubai

Malabar Gold & Diamonds also

DUBALI, April 16: Malabar Gold &
Diamonds, the 6th largest jewellery
retailer in the world with a global
presence of over 390 showrooms
across 13 countries, proudly unveiled
its much-anticipated Festive Edition
Jewellery Collection. The collection
was officially unveiled by bollywood
icon and brand ambassador of Mala-
bar Gold & Diamonds, Kareena Ka-
poor Khan at a function held in Dubai,
UAE.

The Festive Edition features a
stunning range of jewellery crafted
in 22K gold, diamonds, and precious
gemstones, capturing the essence of
tradition blended with contempo-
rary charm. The collection is spread
across Malabar’s most sought-after
exclusive brands and collections in-
cluding Mine, Aanika, Era, Precia,
Ethnix, and Divine. For those seek-
ing a modern touch, the collection

also includes captivating designs in
18K gold. The designs in the Festive
Edition jewelleryis available across
all Malabar Gold & Diamonds show-
rooms globally.

Commenting on the launch, Mr.
Shamlal Ahamed, MD-International
operations, Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds said: “At Malabar Gold & Di-
amonds, our commitment has always
been to deliver designs that resonate
with the aspirations of our custom-
ers. The Festive Edition is a tribute
to the cultural vibrancy and the joy-
ous spirit of the festive season. With
a rich blend of traditional motifs and
modern elegance, this collection is
thoughtfully curated to offer some-
thing special for everyone. We are
honoured to have our brand ambassa-
dor Kareena Kapoor Khan unveil this
special collection. Her timeless charm
and grace perfectly embody the beau-

Kareena Kapoor Khan launches Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ Festive Edition
in Dubai.

ty of this collection”.

About Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds

Malabar Gold & Diamonds was es-
tablished in 1993 and is the flagship
company of Malabar Group, a leading
diversified Indian business conglom-
erate.

With an annual turnover of $6.2
billion, the company currently ranks
as the 6th largest jewellery retailer
globally and today has a strong retail
network of over 390 outlets spread
across 13 countries in addition to mul-
tiple offices, design centres, whole-
sale units, and factories spread across
India, Middle East, Far East, the
USA, the UK, Canada & Australia.
The group, owned by more than 4,000
shareholders, has more than 22,000
professionals from over 26 countries
working towards its continued suc-
cess.

features an online store www.mala-
bargoldanddiamonds.com providing
customers the opportunity to purchase
their favorite jewellery at any time
and on any day from the comfort of
their homes.

ESG (Environmental, Social &
Governance) has been the primary
commitment of the group since its in-
ception. The key ESG focus areas of
Malabar Group are Health, Housing,
Hunger Free World, Education, Envi-
ronment and Women empowerment.
Integrating the principles of respon-
sibility and sustainability into its core
business, Malabar Group periodically
strengthens its ESG goals to remain a
socially conscious and responsible or-
ganization. The group contributes 5%
of its profit to such initiatives in the
same country of operation.
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Zain Group holds AGM with a quorum of 79.2%; Assembly approves
extension of a minimum 35 fils dividend policy for another 3 years until 2028

Total cash dividend of 35 fils for 2024 amount to KWD 151.4 million reflecting an attractive 73% payout ratio

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The
Zain Group Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) was held at the Zain
Group’s headquarters in Kuwait,
attended with a quorum of 79.2%
of shareholders whereby they were
presented with the Zain Group’s
2024 annual report entitled “Bet-
ter Lives, Lasting Connections”
which highlights the financial state-
ments, Governance and Auditors re-
ports and the major achievements of
Zain Group and its operations and
subsidiaries across Middle East and
Africa, for the year ended Decem-
ber 31, 2024. Additionally, Zain
Group released its 2024 Sustain-
ability Report entitled “The New
Paradigm Shift”.

The shareholders approved all
items on the AGM agenda, includ-
ing the recommended cash dividend
of 25% (25fils per share) to the
shareholders already registered in
the company’s record date of Sun-
day, 4 May 2025. Cash dividends
will be paid to shareholders com-
mencing Wednesday, 7 May 2025.
Notably, the Assembly also ap-
proved the extension of a minimum
35 fils dividend policy for another 3
years until 2028.

Attractive dividends for Share-
holders

This 25 fils dividend for H2 2024
follows the semi-annual dividend of
10 fils distributed earlier in 2024,
totaling 35 fils per share for the year
and reflecting a 73% payout ratio,
one of the highest in the region. To-
tal cash dividends for 2024 amount-
ed to KWD 151.4 million ($492
million). In 2023, Zain adopted a
minimum cash dividend policy of
35 fils per share for three years that
has now been extended till 2028.

Solid Financial Performance
during 2024

2024 was a defining year for Zain
in growing the business and in-
creasing shareholder value despite
socio-economic challenges (primar-
ily Sudan) across the company’s
footprint. The implementation of
numerous ESG initiatives as well
as the acceleration of digital trans-
formation and revenue growth from
new business verticals have future-
proofed Zain and prepared the com-
pany for the next phase of growth.

During the AGM, Zain Group
presented its financial results for
the full-year 2024, whereby the
company served 49 million custom-
ers.For FY-24, Zain Group gener-
ated consolidated revenue of KD
2 billion (USD 6.4 billion), up 3%
YoY, a 15-year high. Consolidated
EBITDA for the period reached
KD 689 million (USD 2.25 billion),
with normalized EBITDA growth
of 2% (excluding number range
claim in 2023), reflecting an EBIT-
DA margin of 35%. Consolidated
net income reached KD 208 mil-
lion (USD 677 million), represent-
ing normalized net income growth
of 15%, when adjusted for number
range claim and Tower transaction
gain in 2023 and gain on business
combination from acquisition of
IHS (Kuwait TowerCo) in 2024.
Earnings per share amounted to 48
fils (USD 0.16).

Excerpts from the Board of Di-
rectors statement at the AGM

The Board of Directors welcomes
all shareholders and affiliated par-
ties to the Annual General Assem-
bly of Zain Group.

Over the past year, Zain has re-
affirmed its regional position as an
innovative ICT and digital lifestyle
provider, playing a major role in
shaping digital economies in mar-
kets across the Middle East and Af-
rica. The company’s focus has been
on enhancing financial inclusion,
developing advanced fintech solu-
tions, digital services and building
data infrastructure centers. Zain’s
dynamic digital ecosystem has also
focused on catering to meet the
growing demand for cloud services,
cybersecurity, data analytics, and
emerging technologies to empower
enterprises and government entities
that provide the region’s markets
with a solid foundation for this digi-
tal economy.

Zain Group is committed to im-
plementing a solid framework mod-
el for corporate governance, with an
emphasis on enhancing its compre-
hensive governance environment.
In this context, Zain was crowned
World Finance’s ‘Best Corporate
Governance’ recipient 2024 for Ku-
wait for the fourth consecutive year.
This excellence was further high-
lighted by Zain’s recent upgrade to
BBB in the recently issued Envi-
ronmental, Social and Governance
Standards Index (MSCI ESG).

Zain Group’s ESG practices are
consistently rated highly by S&P,
MSCI, and FTSE rating agencies.
ESG practices are critical for stake-
holders as they reflect the Group’s
commitment to sustainability, and
long-term, responsible manage-
ment.

On behalf of Zain Group Board
Members, executive management,
and employees, I would like to ex-
press our combined sincere appre-
ciation for the confidence shown
in us by our valued customers and
shareholders, as well as by all the
government ministries, and regula-
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Zain Group Annual General Meeting ( AGM

Osamah Al Furaih:

B “Zain’s dynamic digital ecosystem is empowering en-
terprises and government entities across the region”

Bader Al Kharafi:

B “New business verticals achieved additional revenues
of USD 253 million that will be further accelerated by
the 4WARD corporate strategy”

tory authorities across our markets
of operation.

Excerpts from Zain Vice-Chair-
man and Group CEO, Bader Al
Kharafi’s AGM statement

As a leading entity listed on Ku-
wait’s Premier market as well as
having local listings in Saudi Arabia
(KSA), Iraq, and Bahrain, Zain has
an unwavering commitment to drive
profitable and sustainable growth,
and create value for all stakehold-
ers.

To achieve this, the Board and ex-
ecutive management have worked
closely to overcome socio-econom-
ic challenges in our markets, where
we maximize value creation by
investing heavily in our networks,
technologies, and people. We have
succeeded in implementing future-
focused strategies to drive forward
the evolution of digital ecosystems
across the Group’s footprint, result-
ing in us extending our market lead-
ership in many highly competitive,
evolving, and complex markets.

From 4SIGHT to 4WARD

2024 witnessed the ongoing im-
plementation of our 4SIGHT digi-
tal transformation strategy that de-
livered significant milestones and
solid performances across all our
markets, driving sustainable growth
and value to our customers and
stakeholders.

In December 2024, we unveiled
the ‘4WARD-Progress with Pur-
pose’ corporate strategy to acceler-
ate the company’s evolution into a
purpose-driven TechCo conglom-
erate providing ‘Better Lives and
Lasting Connections’.The strat-
egy was formulated internally and
builds on the significant momentum
and transformational accomplish-
ments achieved under the previous
4SIGHT corporate strategy.

4WARD comprises four primary
forces, each with three accelerators
(thus 12 key accelerators in total)
to meet the ever-growing demand
for superior and dynamic consumer
and enterprise services. These four

efficiency

sity and Equity programs

B 2024 revenue reached 15-year high of KD 2 billion
(USD 6.4bn), with net income exceeding guidance
given to the investor community

B Larger investments in technology, 5G upgrades and
network expansion empowers management’s focus
on digital transformation, innovation, and operational

Bl Strong revenue growth in Enterprise space powered by
ZainTECH and local B2B teams

B ZOI revenues soared, highest-ranked carrier network
in the region and top 100 worldwide

B Monetization initiatives in Fintech and digital VAS en-
tertainment services driving growth

B A concerted focus on Sustainability, Inclusion, Diver-

B Solid Corporate Governance practices result in MSCI
upgrading Zain ESG’s rating to ‘BBB’

B Zain brand valuation up 14.5% year-on-year (YoY),
reaches a milestone of USD 3.5 billion

forces - Customer Delight; Digi-
tal Zain; Purpose and Action; and
Collaborative Growth - will focus
on continuity, acceleration, col-
laboration and digital innovation,
all designed to foster value creation
by fast-tracking Zain’s evolution
from a predominantly mobile cen-
tric operator into a purpose driven,
customer-centric, future-proof, and
impactful leading regional TechCo.

We are confident that 4WARD
will build on the success of the
4SIGHT strategy and provide the
necessary impetus for Zain’s con-
tinued evolution, growth, relevance,
and impact on shaping societies and
drive the Zain brand value to even
greater heights.

CAPEX investments in net-
work expansion and cutting-edge
technologies is driving revenue
growth and improving mobile
and data experience for custom-
ers

During the year, Zain enhanced
its operational capabilities signifi-

cantly through substantial capital
expenditure (CAPEX) amounting
to USD 1.1 billion (reflecting 17%
of revenues), which primarily fo-
cused on expanding the company’s
4G and 5G networks, as well as en-
hancing fiber-to-the-home (FTTH)
infrastructure.

This has driven revenue growth
in profitable areas such as our En-
terprise and Government business-
es, as well as in our digital services
to consumer offerings across our
footprint.

Our state-of-the-art networks are
empowering the spectacular growth
of all the new business verticals, in-
cluding Fintech, ZainTECH, ZOI,
FOO and Dizlee, generating ad-
ditional revenue of USD 253 mil-
lion in 2024, which reflects revenue
growth of 130% YoY. Consolidated
data revenue reached USD 2.44
billion, representing 38% of the
Group’s 2024 revenue.

The main impact of our CAPEX
investment is the massive enhance-
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ment that it provides mobile and data
experience for individuals, business-
es and government clientele.

Numerous achievements of the
4SIGHT strategy (2019-2024)
have future-proofed Zain

This solid 2024 performance
can be attributed to the successful
implementation of the ‘4SIGHT’
corporate strategy that was born in
2019 and concluded in December
2024, achieving its aim to trans-
form the company into a multi-
faceted provider of digital services
for consumers, governments, and
businesses. 4SIGHT was based on
two strategic directions, centered on
evolving Zain’s core telecom busi-
ness to maximize value and lever-
age the company’s many strengths
to invest in selected high-growth
verticals beyond standard mobile
services.

Since then, 4SIGHT has success-
fully steered Zain’s transformation
from being a mobile-centric compa-
ny to a multi-faceted organization,
successfully transforming its fixed
and mobile services, and expanding
into several new business verticals
including ICT, Digital Mobile Op-
erations, Fintech, Entertainment,
Digital Infrastructure, Subsea and

Cross-Border Connectivity, and
more.
Landmark achievements con-

cluded under 4SIGHT among many
others include the creation of:

1. ZainTECH,: the Group’s re-
gional ICT and Digital Solutions
arm was established in 2021, posi-
tioning Zain as a key player in the
digital transformation of enterprises
and governments across the region.

2. Fintech: Zain launched fin-
tech offerings across several mar-
kets, gaining strong market traction
with Tamam, a microfinance play in
KSA, Bookey in Kuwait, and Bede
in Bahrain, and the revamping of
Zain Cash to become a market lead-
er in Jordan and Iraq.

3. Network Tower strategy:
This created enormous value

through the sale and leaseback deal
of Zain towers in KSA, Jordan, and
Iraq over the years. The landmark
merger of the tower portfolios of
Zain and Ooredoo will create the
largest TowerCo in the region with
over 30,000 towers. In December
2024, Zain increased its 30% own-
ership in THS Kuwait Limited to
100%.

4. Zain Omantel International
(ZOI): In partnership with Oman-
tel, Zain established ZOI, a regional
wholesale powerhouse serving op-
erators, international carriers, and
hyperscalers. Notably ZOI was the
highest-ranked carrier network in
the region, and top 100 worldwide,
out of 70,000 active networks.

5. Digital Operators: In KSA,
under the Yaqoot brand, in Iraq
under the oodi brand, and in Ku-
wait in partnership with RedBull
Mobile, we have cumulatively wit-
nessed impressive customer and
revenue growth. By delivering a
market-leading app-based experi-
ence targeting a younger audience,
we provide digital-grade platforms
to digitize customer journeys to
streamline processes.

6. Dizlee: Zain’s Group-wide
dynamic API platform and digital
monetization ecosystem offers in-
novative entertainment and gaming
solutions, direct operator billing,
messaging, and digital authentica-
tion.

The multiple digital transforma-
tional initiatives and expansion of
new business verticals achieved
under 4SIGHT has driven business
growth and positioned Zain firmly
as a leading provider of innovative
ICT and digital lifestyle services,
delivering meaningful connectivity
that empowers societies.

Zain’s Sustainability and cli-
mate change efforts are leading
the region

Zain maintains an unwavering
commitment to integrating climate
action into its corporate sustain-
ability strategy, which was first
announced in 2020, paving the
way for a resilient, low-carbon fu-
ture while addressing the pressing
environmental challenges facing
the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region.

Building on the foundation of
its five-year corporate sustainabil-
ity strategy, Zain made significant
progress in 2024, as it marked a
pivotal step in the company’s jour-
ney toward establishing long-term
sustainable value for all stakehold-
ers by accelerating its climate ac-
tion agenda. Zain submitted and
received approval on its Net-Zero
targets from the Science-Based Tar-
gets initiative (SBTi), reflecting the
company’s dedication to a Net-Zero
economy and making Zain the only
Kuwaiti-based corporate to have its
emission reduction targets verified
by the SBTi.

The powerful and admired
Zain brand is a key aspect of the
company’s success

Our efforts in every aspect of the
business resulted in a 14.5% YoY
increase of Zain’s brand value to
USD 3.5 billion (according to the
BrandFinance 2025 rankings), rank-
ing it among the top 25 strongest
telecom brands and top 40 most val-
uable telecom brands globally. The
continual growth in our brand valu-
ation and rankings some 18 years
after the initial Zain brand launch in
September 2007 is testament to the
passionate actions, services, and in-
vestment the company has placed in
establishing its name and identity.

The innovative media campaigns,
numerous corporate sustainabil-
ity, inclusion, diversity, and equity
(IDE) initiatives Zain has institut-
ed over the years have won us the
hearts and minds of our customers
and employees, which are key driv-
ers for the Zain brand’s value suc-
cess.

Today, we have a social media
following exceeding 35 million, and
annually, we count over 200 million
YouTube views of our creative vid-
eos, with many of them going viral.

Conclusion

On behalf of the executive man-
agement team, I would like to ex-
tend my sincere thanks to the tal-
ented 8,000-strong Zain workforce,
our 49 million individual customers
and other corporate clientele and
government bodies, all of whom
contribute to the Zain ecosystem
and our success in providing mean-
ingful connectivity to the communi-
ties we serve.

Our focus for 2025 will be on ex-
ecuting our ‘4WARD-Progress with
Purpose’ corporate strategy, accel-
erating our evolution to a TechCo
through investment in network ex-
pansion, digital technologies, stra-
tegic business opportunities, and
talent, in a collaborative and sus-
tainable manner, to ensure the com-
pany reaps the rewards of being at
the forefront of digital transforma-
tion in the ever-growing mobile and
ICT sector. This will take the Zain
brand to new heights.

Please feel free to download
the 2024 Zain Group Annual
Report and Sustainability Report
(https://zain.com/en/agm2024)
available in digital format
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Authorities release records on couple’s last days
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Hackman'’s wite researched illness days betore her death

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M., April 16, (AP): Authorities on
Tuesday released a trove of records related to the deaths of
Gene Hackman and his wife, including a lengthy investi-
gation report detailing some of the last emails, phone calls
and internet searches by Hackman’s wife indicating that she
had been scouring for information on flu-like symptoms and
breathing techniques.

Betsy Arakawa died in February of hantavirus pulmonary
syndrome - a rare, rodent-borne disease that can lead to a
range of symptoms that include flu-like illness, headaches,
dizziness and severe respiratory distress, investigators have
said. Hackman is believed to have died about a week later of
heart disease with complications from Alzheimer’s disease.

The partially mummified remains of Hackman, 95, and
Arakawa, 65, were found in their Santa Fe home Feb. 26,
when maintenance and security workers showed up at the
home and alerted police.

Photos, hours of footage and other documents were made
public Tuesday after a recent court order that mandated any
depictions of the deceased couple would be blocked from
view. Authorities said additional records including dash-
board camera footage could later be released.

The records had been restricted from release by an ear-
lier, temporary court order. The Hackman estate and family
members had sought to keep the records sealed to protect the
family’s privacy.

Actor Gene Hackman arrives with his wife, Betsy
Arakawa, for the 60th Annual Golden Globe Awards in
Beverly Hills, Calif., Jan. 19, 2003. (AP)

According to the lengthy investigation report, a review
of Arakawa’s computer showed she was actively research-
ing medical conditions related to COVID-19 and flu-like
symptoms between Feb. 8 and the morning of Feb. 12. The
searches included questions about whether COVID-19 could
cause dizziness or nosebleeds.

She also had mentioned in an email to her massage thera-
pist that Hackman had woken up Feb. 11 with flu or cold-like
symptoms but that a COVID-19 test was negative and she
would have to reschedule her appointment for the next day
“out of an abundance of caution.”

Arakawa’s search history also showed a query for a con-
cierge medical service in Santa Fe the morning of Feb. 12. A
review of her phone records by investigators showed she had
a call with the service that lasted less than two minutes and
missed a return call later that afternoon.

Investigators reviewed a call history to the home phone
along with voicemails and security footage from stores that
Arakawa had visited Feb. 11.

The redacted police body camera footage showed inves-
tigators working inside the home as they tried to piece to-
gether what had happened to the couple.

Investigators found one of the couple’s dogs sitting in the
bathroom near Arakawa’s body. They then walked to the
other side of the house, where Hackman was found dead.

“Two totally separate areas of the house,” an officer com-
ments.

“Mhm, it’s strange,” another responds.

The officers, worried about a possible gas leak or carbon
monoxide poisoning, opened doors and windows around the
house. Subsequent testing showed there were no leaks.

The footage showed them going through rooms of the

home and finding nothing out of the ordinary and no signs
of forced entry, with the couple’s art collection still adorn-
ing shelves and walls throughout. The investigators also
can be seen counting cash that was found around the home
and looking at the prescription medication on the bathroom
counter as one of the couple’s dog barked in the background.

An environmental assessment of the Hackman property
by state health personnel found rodent feces in several out-
buildings along with live traps on the property. There was no
evidence of rodent activity inside the home.

Nestled among the pifion and juniper hills overlooking
Santa Fe, the Hackman home is not unlike others in the area
as mice are common within the surrounding landscape.

One of the couple’s three dogs also was found dead in a
crate in a bathroom closet near Arakawa, while two other
dogs were found alive. A state veterinary lab tied the dog’s
death to dehydration and starvation.

An attorney for the estate, Kurt Sommer, argued during a
hearing last month that the couple had taken great pains to
stay out of the public light during their lifetimes and that the
right to control the use of their names and likenesses should
extend to their estate in death.

The Associated Press, CBS News and CBS Studios inter-
vened in the matter, saying in court filings that they would
not disseminate images of the couple’s bodies and would
blur images to obscure them from other records.

Early Presley interviewer

Wink Martindale, game
show host, dies aged 91

LOS ANGELES, April 16, (AP): Wink Martindale, the genial host of
such hit game shows as “Gambit” and “Tic-Tac-Dough” who also did
one of the first recorded television interviews with a young Elvis Presley,
has died. He was 91.

Martindale died Tuesday at Eisenhower Health in Rancho Mirage,
California, according to his publicist Brian Mayes. Martindale had been
battling lymphoma for a year.

“He was doing pretty well up until a couple weeks ago,” Mayes said
by phone from Nashville.

“Gambit” debuted on the same day in September 1972 as “The Price is
Right” with Bob Barker and “The Joker’s Wild” with Jack Barry.

“From the day it hit the air, ‘Gambit’ spelled winner, and it taught me
a basic tenant of any truly successful game show: KISS! Keep It Sim-
ple Stupid,” Martindale wrote in his 2000 memoir “Winking at Life.”
“Like playing Old Maids as a kid, everybody knows how to play 21, i..
blackjack.”

“Gambit” had been beating its competition on NBC and ABC for over
two years. But a new show debuted in 1975 on NBC called “Wheel of
Fortune.” By December 1976, “Gambit” was off the air and “Wheel of
Fortune” became an institution that is still going strong today.

Martindale bounced back in 1978 with “Tic-Tac-Dough,” the classic
X’s and O’s game on CBS that ran until 1985.

Outhouse

“Overnight I had gone from the outhouse to the penthouse,” he wrote.

He presided over the 88-game winning streak of Navy Lt. Thom Mc-
Kee, who earned over $300,000 in cash and prizes that included eight
cars, three sailboats and 16 vacation trips. At the time, McKee’s winnings
were a record for a game show contestant.

“I love working with contestants, interacting with the audience and to
a degree, watching lives change,” Martindale wrote. “Winning a lot of
cash can cause that to happen.”

Martindale wrote that producer Dan Enright once told him that in the
seven years he hosted “Tic-Tac-Dough” he gave away over $7 million in
cash and prizes.

Martindale said his many years as a radio DJ were helpful to him as a
game show host because radio calls for constant ad-libs and he learned to
handle almost any situation in the spur of the moment. He estimated that
he hosted nearly two dozen game shows during his career.

Martindale wrote in his memoir that the question he got asked most
often was “Is Wink your real name?” The second was “How did you get
into game shows?”

He got his nickname from a childhood friend. Martindale is no rela-
tion to University of Michigan defensive coordinator Don Martindale,
whose college teammates nicknamed him Wink because of their shared
last name.

Born Winston Conrad Martindale on Dec. 4, 1933, in Jackson, Ten-
nessee, he loved radio since childhood and at age 6 would read aloud the
contents of advertisements in Life magazine.

He began his career as a disc jockey at age 17 at WPLI in his home-
town, earning $25 a week.

Hired

After moving to WTIJS, he was hired away for double the salary by
Jackson’s only other station, WDXI. He next hosted mornings at WHBQ
in Memphis while attending Memphis State. He was married and the
father of two girls when he graduated in 1957.

Martindale was in the studio, although not working on-air that night,
when the first Presley record “That’s All Right” was played on WHBQ
on July 8, 1954.

Martindale approached fellow DJ Dewey Phillips, who had given
Presley an early break by playing his song, to ask him and Presley to
do a joint interview on Martindale’s TV show “Top Ten Dance Party”
in 1956. By then, Presley had become a major star and agreed to the
appearance.

Martindale and Presley stayed in touch on occasion through the years,
and in 1959 he did a trans-Atlantic telephone interview with Presley, who
was in the Army in Germany. Martindale’s second wife, Sandy, briefly
dated Presley after meeting him on the set of “G.I. Blues” in 1960.

In 1959, Martindale moved to Los Angeles to host a morning show on
KHJ. That same year he reached No. 7 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart
with a cover version of “Deck of Cards,” which sold over 1 million cop-
ies. He performed the spoken word wartime story with religious over-
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Anna Kendrick poses for photographers at the photo call for the film ‘Another Simple Favour’ on Tuesday,
April 15, in London. (AP)

People

Defamation lawsuit back in court

Palin brings NYT libel case to new jury

NEW YORK, April 16, (AP): Sarah

tee had contributed to an atmosphere

Variety
NEW YORK: As jury selection

began Tuesday in Harvey Wein-
stein’s New York City rape retrial,
some prospective jurors made clear
they couldn’t be fair in judging
the one-time Hollywood mogul-
turned-#MeToo pariah.

Mark Axelowitz, an actor who
plays a Manhattan prosecutor in the
new Robert De Niro film “The Alto
Knights,” was one of more than a
dozen candidates who raised a hand
when the judge asked if anyone felt
they couldn’t be impartial. “I don’t
like the guy, -
he is a really
bad  guy,”
Axelowitz
told a re-
porter  after
being  dis-
missed from
considera-
tion. Another
dismissed
prospec-
tive  juror
disqualified
herself because she had previously
been sexually assaulted. Yet another
wondered whether anyone could be
impartial.

The first day ended with no one
chosen for the panel of 12 jurors
and six alternates. Jury selection
will resume Wednesday.

Weinstein is being tried again
after New York’s highest court
last year overturned his 2020
conviction and 23-year prison
sentence and ordered a new trial,
finding that improper rulings and
prejudicial testimony tainted the
original one. That Court of Ap-
peals ruling gave Weinstein a sec-
ond chance to fight the charges,
with his retrial playing out in a
different atmosphere than the first,
which was held amid a global reck-
oning over sexual misconduct.

Weinstein, 73, has pleaded not
guilty and denies he raped or sexu-
ally assaulted anyone. He is older
and more frail, in and out of the
hospital regularly for a variety of
health problems and far removed
from his time among the most
powerful men in show business.

Weinstein’s lawyer, Arthur Aid-
ala, said the ex-studio boss is “cau-
tiously optimistic that when all the
evidence is out, the jury will find
that all of his relationships were
consensual and therefore reach a
verdict of not guilty.” (AP)

Weinstein

tones on “The Ed Sullivan Show.”

KMPC, owned by actor Gene Autry.

“I could easily have thought, ”"Wow, this is easy! I come out here, go on
radio and TV, make a record and everybody wants to buy it!” he wrote.
“Even if I entertained such thoughts, they soon dissipated. I learned in
due time that what had happened to me was far from the ordinary.”

A year later he moved to the morning show at KRLA and to KFWB
in 1962. Among his many other radio gigs were two separate stints at

His first network hosting job was on NBC’s “What’s This Song?”
where he was credited as Win Martindale from 1964-65.

Palin’s 8-year-old defamation claims
against The New York Times were be-
ing heard anew Tuesday by a Manhat-
tan jury after they were revived by an
appeals court last year.

Lawyers for the one-time Alaska gov-
ernor and Republican vice presidential
candidate and the newspaper told the
civil jury that they will show through tes-
timony and exhibits how a 2017 editorial
was written and corrected.

Host Wink Martindale looks at a card during game show, May 22,
1997. (AP)

Palin has asserted that the newspa-
per defamed her by falsely linking her
campaign rhetoric to a mass shooting.

In his opening statement, attorney
Shane Vogt told jurors that the news-
paper had engaged in a “sickeningly
familiar pattern” by targeting a popular
Republican personality.

He told jurors they would learn the
effects of the editorial on his client
when Palin testifies, likely early next
week.

The Times admits it made an er-
ror, but its attorney Felicia Ellsworth
said in her opening that the newspaper
“corrected the record as loudly, clearly
and quickly as possible.”

She said the correction was posted
within 14 hours, and jurors will have
to conclude that the newspaper’s edi-
tors knew they were saying something
false and said it anyway to reach a ver-

Former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin
leaves federal court Tuesday, April
15, in New York. (AP)

dict against the Times and its former
editorial page editor, James Bennet.

Palin sued the Times for unspecified
damages in 2017, accusing it of damag-
ing her career as a political commenta-
tor with the editorial about gun control
published after U.S. Rep. Steve Scalise,
a Louisiana Republican, was wounded
when a man with a history of anti-GOP
activity opened fire on a congressional
baseball team practice in Washington.

In the editorial, the Times wrote
that before the 2011 mass shooting in
Arizona that severely wounded former
US Rep. Gabby Giffords and killed six
others, Palin’s political action commit-

of violence by circulating a map of
electoral districts that put Giffords
and 19 other Democrats under stylized
crosshairs.

In a correction, the Times said the
editorial had “incorrectly stated that a
link existed between political rhetoric
and the 2011 shooting” and had “incor-
rectly described” the map.

Elizabeth Williamson, a feature
writer at the Times who was on the edi-
torial board in 2017 and came up with
the idea for the editorial to address the
effects of political rhetoric, was the
trial’s first witness.

Ellsworth asked her if she had any
negative feelings toward Palin.

“No,” she answered.

The trial is occurring after the 2nd
US Circuit Court of Appeals in Man-
hattan restored the case last year.

In February 2022, Judge Jed S. Ra-
koff rejected Palin’s claims in a ruling
issued while a jury deliberated. The
judge then let jurors deliver their ver-
dict, which also went against Palin.

In restoring the lawsuit, the 2nd Cir-
cuit said Rakoff’s dismissal ruling im-
properly intruded on the jury’s work. It
also cited flaws in the trial, saying there
was erroneous exclusion of evidence, an
inaccurate jury instruction and a mistak-
en response to a question from the jury.

Kim Kardashian

Kim to testify in

Paris heist trial

PARIS, April 16, (AP): Kim
Kardashian will testify in person
at an upcoming trial over a 2016
heist in Paris in which armed
robbers allegedly tied her up and
locked her in a bathroom while
they stole millions of dollars’
worth of jewelry, her lawyer said
Tuesday.

Ten suspects accused of
armed robbery, kidnapping or
other criminal charges are go-
ing on trial in Paris from April
28 through May 23. The Octo-
ber 2016 robbery took place in a
Paris apartment where Kardashi-
an was staying for Paris Fashion
Week.

“We can confirm that Ms.
Kardashian will be testifying in
person at the upcoming French
criminal trial involving the 2016
incident in which she was bound
and robbed at gunpoint by a
number of masked assailants,”
lawyer Michael Rhodes said in
a statement provided to the AP.

The reality TV star and en-
trepreneur has “tremendous ap-
preciation and admiration for
the French judicial system” and
wishes for the trial to proceed in
an orderly fashion in accordance
with French law and with re-
spect for all parties to the case,”
the lawyer said.
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Wildlife finds refuge in Qatar’s expanding reserves

Nature reserves: Qatar’'s eco-defense against desertification

This is the second in a series of articles on State of Qatar’s nature re-
serves, environment and sustainability.

g o aQ

1-Riffa Reserve is also a nature reserve. It is a group of meadows near the
Al-Rayyan area, and close to the Al-Wajba area. Its area is approximately 53
square kilometers.

Al-Riffa Reserve is elevated compared to the surrounding lands, and is home
to a wealth of wild plants that distinguish it from other areas of Qatar. It was an
important destination for Qatar’s residents, who sought to enjoy the magnificent
nature.

Saina Reserve is located in the northwest of Doha. Given its high biodiversity, it
was regarded as a natural reserve to prevent and preserve urban sprawl.

Um Al-Amad Reserve is about 25 km from Doha, and is located in the north-
eastern region of Qatar. It is rich in meadows and is characterized by dense vegeta-
tion. The nature reserves also include the Um Qarn Reserve, located approximate-
ly 25 kilometers from Doha in the northeastern region of the country, boasting
abundant meadows characterized by dense vegetation.

The Erkia Reserve is located near the Erkia farm, 50 kilometers west of Doha
on the Abu Samra Road, in the south-central plain of Qatar.

Erkia stands in the middle of the desert like a shining emerald, home to all resi-
dent species. It is located within the “flights of migratory birds and insects” that
pass through Qatar. This reserve can even be seen from space on satellite maps.

A center-pivot drip irrigation system is used on the fields where animal feed is
grown. The farm consists of sandy and loamy topsoil on a flat, sandy plain with
pebbles polished by water. The rest of the area is a low, rocky limestone elevation
with scattered boulders and sparse vegetation.

In northern Qatar lies the Um Al-Sheif Reserve, one of the region’s most promi-
nent pearl diving sites and one of the most famous natural resources located within
Qatar’s exclusive economic zone. It boasts a rich marine environment, thanks to
the convergence of nutrient-laden currents, making it a rich habitat for marine life
such as fish, shellfish, and coral reefs.

Um Al-Sheif Marine Reserve is a key site for preserving biodiversity and sup-
porting scientific studies on coral reefs and marine organisms. It was designated a
nature reserve to protect pearl diving sites and their unique biodiversity, in addi-
tion to being one of the most prominent marine areas teeming with organisms such
as fish, shellfish, and coral reefs. Due to its strategic location and the confluence
of nutrient-rich ocean currents, it represents an ideal environment for supporting
marine life and enhancing biodiversity. This classification of the reserve aims to
ensure the protection of this area from harmful human activities, such as overfish-
ing and marine pollution, as well as to support scientific efforts to study coral reefs
and marine organisms in accordance with the national strategy for biodiversity
protection and the country’s sustainable development plans.

Protected

As part of its Third National Development Strategy 2024-2030, the State of
Qatar seeks to increase the number and area of nature reserves with the aim of
achieving a balance between economic growth and environmental sustainability.
These efforts include expanding protected areas through the establishment of new
reserves in addition to developing existing reserves by improving their infrastruc-
ture and enhancing their environmental management.

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change is also implementing strate-
gic projects aimed at enhancing biodiversity in cooperation with relevant authori-
ties in the country. This is achieved by developing policies to protect natural habi-
tats, launching initiatives to conserve endangered species, and adopting modern
technologies to monitor the environment and protect wildlife.

In this context, Director of the Natural Reserves Department at the Ministry of En-
vironment and Climate Change Saleh Al-Kuwari told QNA that Qatar is witnessing a
significant expansion in natural reserves, which now cover approximately 25.73 per-
cent of the country’s area, with plans to reach 30 percent by 2030.

He added that nature reserves cover approximately 23.6 percent of Qatar’s land
area, while marine reserves extend over 2.6 percent of the country’s territorial
waters. Qatar seeks to increase the area of marine reserves to 30 percent of its

exclusive economic zone, reflecting its commitment to protecting environmental
resources and promoting sustainability.

Nature reserves play a key role in achieving environmental development as they
contribute to protecting biodiversity by providing safe environments for wildlife.
They also work to improve air and water quality, as plants help purify the air,
while wetlands contribute to purifying groundwater. In addition, nature reserves
play a key role in combating desertification by protecting the vegetation cover
from negative environmental impacts.

In this regard, the Director of the Natural Reserves Department at the Minis-
try of Environment and Climate Change said that within the framework of Qatar
National Vision 2030, plans have been developed to enhance green spaces and ex-
pand the scope of nature reserves. This is achieved through sustainable strategies
that include the rehabilitation of natural environments, the development of envi-
ronmental resource management policies, and the expansion of protected areas to
protect fragile ecosystems from climate change.

He pointed out the vital role of nature reserves in revitalizing the ecotourism
sector, which is currently witnessing tangible and rapid development in Qatar.

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change is developing an integrated
plan to develop this sector, which includes comprehensive development of eco-
tourism sites, a map of all the landmarks and attractions in these sites, along with
improving infrastructure and public services in visitor areas, as well as promoting
sustainable practices, reducing negative impacts on ecosystems, and introducing
visitors to the country’s cultural heritage.

Commenting on the contribution of nature reserves to the development of ecotour-
ism in the country, Al-Kuwari considered nature reserves to be a fundamental element
in the development of ecotourism in Qatar, as they provide unique tourist destinations
for nature and environment lovers. He pointed out that the Al-Thakhira Reserve, for
example, attracts visitors thanks to its mangrove trees and coral reefs, while the Khor
Al-Udeid Reserve provides an exceptional experience for visitors through its sand
dunes and intersecting marine waters.

To be continued

Treaty aims to prevent future global health crises

Patients murder

WHO member nations agree on draft

Doctor charged
with 15 Killings

TARGET

A Target logo is displayed outside of a store location, Dec. 20, 2022, in
Westwood, Mass. (AP)

Target baby food recalled

A company that makes baby food sold under a Target store brand is re-
calling more than 25,000 packages of a product because it may contain
elevated levels of lead.

Miami-based Fruselva issued the recall in March for Target's Good &
Gather Baby Pea, Zucchini, Kale & Thyme Vegetable Puree, sold in
4-ounce tubs, according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

The packages include lot number 4167, with a best-by date of Dec. 7,
and lot number 4169, with a best-by date of Dec. 9.

Consumers should not feed babies the products. The recall is listed as
Class Il, which means the products are unlikely to cause serious harm, but
still have the potential to result in temporary or reversible problems. (AP)

Autism rates in US jump
againto 1in 31 kids: CDC

ATLANTA, April 16, (AP): An esti-
mated 1 in 31 US children have au-
tism, the US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention reported Tuesday,
marking another jump in a long string
of increases.

The CDC’s data was from 14 states
and Puerto Rico in 2022. The previous
estimate - from 2020 - was 1 in 36.

Boys continue to be diagnosed more
than girls, and the highest rates are
among children who are Asian/Pacific
Islander, American Indian/Alaska Na-
tive and Black.

To estimate how common autism
is, the CDC checked health and school
records for 8-year-olds, because most
cases are diagnosed by that age. Other
researchers have their own estimates,
but experts say the CDC’s estimate is the
most rigorous and the gold standard.

Here’s what you need to know about
the new numbers, as well as Health

Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s plan
to do a “massive testing and research
effort” around autism. Autism is a de-
velopmental disability caused by dif-
ferences in the brain. There are many
possible symptoms, many of which
overlap with other diagnoses.

They can include delays in language
and learning, social and emotional
withdrawal and an unusual need for
routine. For decades, the diagnosis was
rare, given only to kids with severe
problems communicating or socializ-
ing and those with unusual, repetitive
behaviors.

As late as the early 1990s, only 1
in 10,000 children were diagnosed
with autism. Around that time, the
term became a shorthand for a group
of milder, related conditions known as
Oautism spectrum disorders,” and the
number of kids labeled as having some
form of autism began to balloon.

pandemic treaty after COVID lessons

LONDON, April 16, (AP): Five years
after COVID-19 triggered national
lockdowns, economic uncertainty and
killed millions, the World Health Or-
ganization’s member countries agreed
on a draft “pandemic treaty” that sets
guidelines for how the international
community might confront the next
global health crisis.

After the world’s largely disastrous
response to the coronavirus, countries
tasked the WHO with overseeing a
pandemic treaty in 2021; negotiations
concluded early Wednesday on an
agreement expected to be adopted next
month at the UN health agency’s an-
nual meeting in Geneva.

WHO  Director-General — Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus heralded it
as a historic moment, saying coun-
tries have proven that “in our divided
world, nations can still work together
to find common ground and a shared
response.”

Following U.S. President Donald
Trump’s decision to withdraw the
country from the WHO in January,
American officials were barred from
participating in the talks and are not
expected to sign the treaty. During
COVID-19, it was largely American
research and development that pro-
duced the most effective vaccines and
medicines.

Weeks after Trump’s decision, Ar-

Dolores Reyes Fernandez, 61, hugs her father, José Reyes Lozano, 87, for
the first time in nearly four months as visits resume at the nursing home in
Barcelona, Spain, Monday, June 22, 2020. (AP)

gentina’s President Javier Milei also
exited the WHO, citing “profound dif-
ferences” with the UN agency.
Rachael Crockett, of the advocacy
group Drugs for Neglected Diseases
Initiative, described the draft pandemic
treaty as “a product of compromise.”
She said it contained strong provisions,
but only if countries chose to imple-
ment them. “This could change what we
saw in COVID, when some populations

didn’t get access to what they needed.”
The draft treaty notably includes a
provision to guarantee that countries
that share critical virus samples re-
ceive any resulting tests, medicines
and vaccines, with the WHO to hold
up to 20% of such products to ensure
poorer countries get supplies. Negotia-
tions on this provision are expected to
continue after the treaty is likely ac-
cepted by member countries in May.

Vaccine committee meets under Kennedy Jr.

ATLANTA, April 16, (AP): A key vaccine advisory com-
mittee met for the first time under new US Health Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a leading voice in the US anti-vaccine
Tuesday’s meeting was, to some extent, busi-
ness as usual, though with a major question looming: Who
would evaluate the committee’s recommendations? The
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ two-day
meeting took up vaccine policy questions that had been put
on hold when the US Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices abruptly postponed the panel’s February meeting.

“It will be striking” if the meeting is routine, given “sig-
nals and alarms” that suggest changes and perhaps reduc-
tions in federal vaccination efforts, said Jason Schwartz, a
Yale University health policy researcher who studies gov-
ernment health agencies. But Tuesday’s meeting started fair-
ly routine, with most members joining through a webcast.

movement.

recommendation,”

They discussed an mpox vaccine and how the winter flu and
COVID-19 seasons were going.

The conversation took a turn when a CDC official summa-
rized a committee workgroup discussion about the waning
COVID-19 pandemic, and asked whether the panel might
consider changing vaccination recommendations. For exam-
ple, instead of recommending seasonal shots for all Ameri-
cans 6 months and older, should the recommendations be
more focused - at least for certain age groups - on people
with chronic illnesses or otherwise at higher risk?

“I guess I am surprised we’re considering a risk-based

said committee member Dr. Denise

Jamieson, dean of the University of lowa’s medical school.

She worried it will be harder to implement, and may cause
more headaches for patients who want to get shots and have
them covered by insurance.

BERLIN, April 16, (AP): A doctor in
Berlin has been charged with murder
over the deaths of 15 patients under pal-
liative care, prosecutors said Wednes-
day. He is also accused of trying to
cover up the evidence by starting fires
in their homes.

The doctor was part of a nursing ser-
vice’s end-of-life care team and was
initially suspected in the deaths of just
four patients. That number has crept
higher since last summer, and investi-
gators now say they’ve found evidence
linking him to the deaths of 15 people
between September 22, 2021, and July
24 last year.

The victims’ ages ranged from 25 to
94. Most died in their own homes.

He allegedly administered an an-
esthetic and a muscle relaxer to the
patients without their knowledge or
consent. The drug cocktail then alleg-
edly paralyzed the respiratory muscles.
Respiratory arrest and death followed
within minutes, prosecutors said.

The doctor - a 40-year-old man
whose name hasn’t been released, in
line with German privacy rules - has
been in custody since Aug. 6. Prosecu-
tors said Wednesday that he has not yet
responded to the case against him.

a Qa Q

Wyoming abortion bans put on hold
and struck down by a lower court judge,
including the first explicit US ban on
abortion pills, will be argued Wednes-
day before the state’s Supreme Court.

Arguments are set for 1:30 p.m. be-
fore the state high court in Cheyenne.

Abortion has remained legal in this
conservative state since Teton County
District Judge Melissa Owens in Jack-
son blocked a series of bans passed in
the state since 2022.

One law would ban abortion except
to protect to a pregnant woman’s life
or in cases involving rape and incest.
The other would make Wyoming the
only state to explicitly ban abortion
pills, though other states have institut-
ed de facto bans on abortion medica-
tion by broadly prohibiting abortion.

Wyoming’s laws prompted lawsuits
filed by four women, including two ob-
stetricians, and two nonprofits including
Wellspring Health Access, the state’s
only abortion clinic. They argued in
court filings that the laws stand to harm
the women’s health, well-being and
livelihoods and violate a state constitu-
tional amendment.
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LA28 CEO unveils vision for ‘incredible’ Olympic Games

Dodger Stadium to host baseball, with surfing and cricket outside LA at 2028 Oly

LOS ANGELES, April 16, (AP): The 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics will feature baseball at Dodger
Stadium in its return to the program with surfing
and cricket held outside the city as part of an up-
dated venue plan released Tuesday by the organ-
izing committee.

Surfing will be at Trestles Beach, a renowned
collection of surfing spots between northern
San Diego County and southern San Clemente
in Orange County, about an hour’s drive south
of downtown Los Angeles. It formerly hosted a
World Surfing League competition and attracts
about 2.5 million visitors every year.

“We’ve promised the world an incredible
Olympic Games and today we’re proud to share
the plan that will make it happen,” LA28 chief
executive officer Reynold Hoover said in a state-
ment.

Cricket will return to the Olympics for the first
time in a century in a temporary structure at the
Fairgrounds in Pomona, about 35 miles from LA.
Host committee chairman Casey Wasserman had

initially said it was likely to be played on the East
Coast, which would have better aligned with the
time zone in India, home of the sport’s biggest fan
base.

Squash will make its Olympic debut on the Uni-
versal Studios lot, famous as the setting for mov-
ies and television shows.

Beach volleyball is going to Long Beach after
negotiations fell through with the city of Santa
Monica. Triathlon is moving from Long Beach to
famed Venice Beach on the west side of LA.

Joining the sports in Long Beach are target
shooting at a temporary indoor range at the city’s
convention center. Sport climbing will take place
outside in the parking lot. Already planned for
Long Beach is the new event of coastal rowing as
well as marathon swimming.

Venice Beach will also be the starting location
for the marathon and cycling road courses. The
course layouts and finishing sites for both events
will be announced later.

Boxing returns to the Olympic program with

preliminary matches at the Peacock Theater
across from Crypto.com Arena, which will host
the final stages in downtown LA. Weightlifting
also will be at Peacock, while artistic gymnastics
and trampoline will be in Crypto.com Arena.

Volleyball will be at Honda Center in Anaheim,
about 27 miles from downtown Los Angeles.

The city of Carson will host archery at Dig-
nity Health Sports Park after the Rugby Sevens
tournament. Shotgun shooting will be in South El
Monte, about 14 miles from downtown LA.

Equestrian is set for Santa Anita racetrack in
suburban Arcadia, which hosted the sport during
the 1984 Los Angeles Games.

Rhythmic gymnastics will be at Galen Center
on the University of Southern California campus,
along with badminton.

The Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area in the
San Fernando Valley north of downtown LA will
host 3x3 basketball, as well as modern pentathlon,
BMX freestyle, BMX racing, skateboarding and
skateboarding street.
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In this file photo, Dodger Stadium is seen during the first inning of an open-
ing day baseball game between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the San Di-
ego Padres in Los Angeles. (AP)

Punjab defends lowest-ever total

after dismissing Kolkata for 95

Punjab Kings’ Prabhsimran Singh plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Punjab Kings and Kolkata Kings Riders at Ma-
haraja Yadavindra Singh Cricket Stadium in Mohali, India. (AP)

Kings break into the top four with eight points

MOHALI, India, April
16, (AP): Punjab Kings
successfully defended the
lowest total in the history
of Indian Premier League
and bowled out defending
champion Kolkata Knight

Riders for 95.

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
ignited a sensational Kolkata col-
lapse with 4-28 for Punjab’s 16-
run win after the home team got
dismissed for 111 in 15.3 overs.

Punjab broke into the top four
with eight points from six matches
while defending champion Kolkata
is sixth after four defeats and three
wins.

Kolkata had a bumpy start to
its chase when Sunil Narine and
Quinton de Kock both fell cheaply
against fast bowlers Marco Jansen
and Xavier Bartlett, playing his first
IPL game for Punjab.

But impact player Angkrish Ra-
ghuvanshi (37) and captain Ajinkya
Rahane showed plenty of intent as
Kolkata cruised to 62-2 before Cha-
hal turned the game on its head in
the eighth over.

Rahane could have overturned

Punjab Kings’ Glenn Maxwell

bowls a delivery during the Indian

Premier League cricket match be-

tween Punjab Kings and Kolkata

Kings Riders at Maharaja Yadavin-

dra Singh Cricket Stadium in Mo-
hali, India. (AP)

the on-field umpire’s Ibw decision
against him as the replays suggested
the ball had hit the front pad outside
the line of offstump but didn’t go for

a TV referral and that ignited a sen-
sational Kolkata collapse.

“I’ll take the blame,” Rahane said.
“I played the wrong shot ... but it
started from there. We batted really
badly as a batting unit. Too many
things going through my head, very
disappointed.”

Chahal had been struggling this
season with only two wickets in the
previous five games. He also had
to pass a fitness test ahead of Tues-
day’s game.

Kolkata slid further when Cha-
hal went on to dismiss top-scorer
Raghuvanshi, who was brilliantly
snapped by Bartlett at point and then
Glenn Maxwell got the key wicket
of Venkatesh Iyer when he had
the left-hander lbw while bowling
around the wicket.

Kolkata slumped to 76-7 when
Chahal first outfoxed Rinku Singh
with a slower ball and had the bat-
ter stumped and Ramandeep Singh
couldn’t resist to play a ramp shot of
alow Chahal full toss but got caught
at leg-slip.

Jansen (3-17) and Arshdeep Sin-
gh (1-11) then mopped up the tail
quickly despite Andre Russell (17)
showing a brief spark and smashing
two sixes and a boundary.

Harshit Rana’s (3-25) triple strike

inside the power play had Punjab
reeling at 54-4 that included a sec-
ond-ball duck from captain Shreyas
Iyer against his former franchise.

Iyer, who had captained Kolkata
to the title last year, but was not re-
tained for this season, was brilliantly
snapped by diving Ramandeep Sin-
gh at deep point.

Josh Inglis’ IPL debut knock was
short lived as the Australian wicket-
keeper-batter was clean bowled by
Varun Chakravarthy (2-21) when
he went for an over ambitious slog
sweep against the spinner in the
power play.

Glenn Maxwell’s (7) below-par
season continued when he got dis-
missed for his fourth single digit
score in six games and Narine (2-
25) made it 80-7 when impact player
Suryansh Shedge edged the spinner
to wicketkeeper de Kock.

Shashank Singh (18) and No. 10
Bartlett (11) made sure Punjab cross
the 100-run mark before Bartlett got
run-out.

“At the halfway mark there
weren’t too many people around the
world who would have defended
that,” Punjab’s coach Ricky Ponting
of Australia said. “That might just
be about the best win I’ve ever had
as coach.”

Return timeline still unclear

Bucks say Lillard has made
‘significant improvement’

MILWAUKEE, April 16, (AP): The Milwaukee Bucks said Damian Lillard has
made “significant improvement” in his recovery from deep vein thrombosis in
his right calf but they haven’t indicated when the seven-time all-NBA guard
might start playing again.

The update comes as the Bucks get ready to begin their postseason. Milwau-
kee, the fifth seed in the Eastern Conference, has its first playoff game Saturday
at fourth-seeded Indiana.

“Damian’s most recent weekly scan shows that his injury has significantly
improved which will enable him to move ahead safely with increased basket-
ball activity,” general manager Jon Horst said Tuesday in a statement. “Da-
mian’s health remains our No. 1 priority. We have followed strict protocols and
will continue to do so. We are pleased with the positive news about Damian’s
progress.”

The Bucks said Lillard would continue to increase his on-court basketball
activity.

Lillard last played in a game on March 18. The Bucks announced a week lat-
er that Lillard was dealing with deep vein thrombosis, an abnormal clot within
a vessel where the congealing of blood blocks the flow through on the way back
to the heart.

The 34-year-old Lillard finished the regular season ranked 10th in scoring
(24.9) and 10th in assists (7.1). He earned his ninth All-Star Game selection
this year.

Milwaukee went 10-4 without Lillard over its last 14 regular-season games
and enters the playoffs on an eight-game winning streak.

The Bucks have dealt with injuries to key players every postseason since
winning the NBA title in 2021.

Khris Middleton missed an entire seven-game Eastern Conference semifinal
loss to Boston in 2022 with a sprained medial collateral ligament. Giannis An-
tetokounmpo bruised his lower back in Milwaukee’s first playoff game in 2023
and didn’t return until Game 4 of a first-round series it lost 4-1 to the Miami
Heat. In the Bucks’ 4-2 first-round loss to Indiana last year, Antetokounmpo
didn’t play at all because of a calf strain and Lillard missed two games with an
Achilles injury.

Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo and Damian Lillard watch from
the bench during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Detroit
Pistons. (AP)

Best of the Rest

Chinese snooker star qualifies: Chinese snooker star Zhao Xintong
has qualified for the world championship, just a few months after returning
to competitive action following a 20-month ban for his role in the sport’s
biggest match-fixing scandal.

Zhao, who won the UK Championship in 2021, was ranked No. 9 in the
world when his suspension began after accepting charges of being a party to
another player fixing two matches and betting on matches himself.

A total of 10 Chinese players were sanctioned by the World Snooker
Tour in the scandal, with two handed lifetime bans.

Zhao has been free to play since his ban expired in September and, in
January, secured a return to snooker’s main professional tour.

Now he has qualified to play in the game’s biggest tournament, at the
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield starting Saturday, after coming through four
qualifying rounds playing as an amateur - the latest being on Tuesday when
he beat Elliot Slessor 10-8.

Zhao will discover his opponent in the world championship on Thursday.
(AP)
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Fowler ruptures AC: Australia forward Mary Fowler sustained a rupture
to her anterior cruciate ligament while playing for Manchester City in the
Women’s FA Cup semifinals, the English club said Wednesday.

The injury happened during City’s loss to Manchester United on Sunday.

City didn’t give a timeline for Fowler’s likely absence, only saying:
“Mary will remain under the care of the club’s medical team and start her
rehabilitation.

“Everyone at City wishes Mary all the best on a full and speedy recov-
ery.”
The 22-year-old Fowler has played for City since 2022. (AP)

Dalma describes room where her father underwent home hospitalization as ‘disgusting’

Maradona's daughter testifies, says family was deceived by doctors

Change Name

I, Salate Rajkumar Mariajesu,
holder of Indian Passport No.
73830927, father of Maria Sana
(Given Name), 13 years of age,
holder of Indian Passport No.
0493682, do hereby change her
name to Maria Sana (Given Name)
Salate Rajkumar (Surname) for all
purposes. She will henceforth be
known in the name of Maria Sana
Salate Rajkumar, and I also
undertake to carry out this name
change in all her documents.

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, April 16, (AP): One of Diego Mara-
dona’s daughters testified Tuesday in the trial of seven medical pro-
fessionals accused of negligence in Maradona’s death, describing the
room where her father underwent home hospitalization in 2020 as
“disgusting” and “smelling of urine.”

Dalma Maradona said she and her siblings were deceived by the
doctors treating their father.

“They promised us a home hospitalization that never happened,”
said Dalma, the eldest of the former Argentina captain’s five children
and the first of them to testify in court.

“They made us believe in something that never happened. They deceived
us in the cruelest way to support that,” she added.

Maradona, who led Argentina to the World Cup title in 1986, died
on Nov. 25, 2020 while undergoing home hospitalization on the out-
skirts of Buenos Aires, days after undergoing surgery for a hematoma
that formed between his skull and brain. He was 60. Dalma said the
facility was not fit for medical treatment.

“It smelled like urine, the bed was disgusting,” she said. “There was
a portable toilet. There was this panel on the windows to keep out the
light. There was nothing. It was horrible. The kitchen was disgusting.”

Seven healthcare professionals, including a neurosurgeon and a
psychiatrist, are on trial for failing to provide adequate care and could
face a maximum penalty of 25 years in prison.

Dalma recalled that after the hematoma surgery, neurosurgeon
Leopoldo Luque, psychiatrist Agustina Cosachov, and psychologist
Carlos Diaz - three of the defendants whom she identified as “my fa-
ther’s doctors” - suggested home hospitalization since Maradona did
not want to remain hospitalized.

“There were three options (voluntary hospitalization, forced hospi-
talization, and home hospitalization), but they made us understand that
home hospitalization was the only option,” Dalma said.

“They promised us 24-hour nurses to monitor his blood pressure
and to give him medication.”

Last week, Diego Maradona’s ex-wife and a doctor also questioned

the decision to take him to a private home following the surgery in-
stead of admitting him to a rehabilitation center.

The deficiencies in Maradona’s home care are one of the prosecu-
tion’s key pieces of evidence against the defendants.

Dalma Maradona said the last time she saw her father alive was at
the hospital as she had not been allowed access to the house where he
was rehabilitating until after he was dead.

“I went into the room (after he died), he was very swollen. He was
covered with a sheet, but you could see he was swollen,” she said. “I threw
myself on him because I thought he was going to wake up. His face was
very swollen, his hands, his face. His stomach, his body. Everything.”

She added: “I miss him every day of my life, and what pains me
the most is knowing that if they (the doctors) had done their job, this
could have been avoided,” Dalma concluded. “It’s still very painful to
remember the abuse he suffered, and I didn’t know. If I had known this
was going to be the outcome, I would have handled it differently. But
I never thought about it.”
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Al-Arabi exits Challenge League
after a heavy defeat to Arkadag

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

ASHGABAT, April 16: Al-Arabi
bowed out of the AFC Challenge
League after suffering a 3-0 defeat to
Turkmenistan’s Arkadag in the second
leg of the semi-finals, at the latter’s
home ground.

Despite entering the match with a
2-0 lead from the first leg — secured
through goals by Hamza Khaba and
Salman Al-Awadhi — the “Greens”
failed to maintain its advantage.

Coach Nasser Al-Shatti fielded a
lineup that included Suleiman Abdul
Ghafoor in goal, a backline of Hamad
Al-Qallaf, Hassan Hamdan, Sofiane
Bouchar, and Jumaa Aboud, with Ka-
mil Al-Aswad, Hussein Ashkanani,
and Ali Khalaf in midfield, and Hamza
Khaba, Wanayo Iwala, and Christo-
pher John up front.

Disaster struck early for Al-Arabi
when defender Hassan Hamdan suffered
an injury in the first minute following a
rough challenge. Play was paused for five
minutes before Hamdan was stretchered
off, and Mohammed Khaled came on as
his replacement.

Arkadag capitalized on the disrup-
tion, scoring its opening goal in the 7th
minute through Shenzar Turkishov,
who fired a powerful shot into the bot-
tom left corner past Abdul Ghafoor.

Al-Arabi tried to respond with at-
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Al-Arabi player controls the ball as an opponent makes a tackle.

tacking efforts, but they struggled to
break through Arkadag’s organized
defense. Meanwhile, the home team
continued to threaten with aerial balls
and crosses, keeping the pressure on
until halftime.

In the second half, Arkadag main-
tained their dominance. They doubled
their lead in the 58th minute when sub-
stitute Anadiev pounced on a rebound
from Turkishov’s shot that hit both the
post and Abdul Ghafoor before slot-

ting it home.

Seven minutes later, Bazgilich Gur-
banov nearly made it 3-0, but Abdul
Ghafoor produced a crucial save. Al-
Shatti then brought on Youssef Majed
and Salman Al-Awadhi in an attempt
to turn the tide. Al-Arabi’s perfor-
mance improved, and they created
several chances, including a clear one-
on-one opportunity for Al-Awadhi in
the 88th minute, but Rustam Ahaliev
blocked the shot.

Warri

SAN FRANCISCO, April
16, (AP): Jimmy Butler
and Stephen Curry threw
their arms around each
other and embraced.

Playoff Jimmy in all his bril-
liance on the big stage took all
the pressure off Curry, and now
they’re taking the Golden State
Warriors to the playoffs.

“I know I want to win a champi-
onship so he needs, his what, this
would be No. 5?” Butler said.

Butler had 38 points, seven re-
bounds and six assists creating op-
portunities on both ends at every
chance, Curry scored 37, and the
Warriors earned the seventh seed in
the Western Conference by beating
the Memphis Grizzlies 121-116 on
Tuesday night in the Play-In Tour-
nament.

Curry knocked down a baseline
3-pointer with 1:50 to go and one
from the left wing with a minute on
the clock then converted four free
throws in the closing five seconds.

Golden State is now headed for a
best-of-seven first-round series with
the Rockets beginning with Game 1
on Sunday at Houston.

After a pair of free throws by Cur-
ry with 5.4 seconds left, the Grizzlies
had one last chance - but Santi Al-
dama couldn’t inbound the ball be-
fore a five-second violation.

Desmond Bane scored 30 points
and Ja Morant 22 for Memphis,
which will head home to host the
winner of the Mavericks-Kings
matchup on Wednesday night in
Sacramento to determine the eighth
playoff spot.

With the Grizzlies on a roll
midway through the third, Butler
grabbed momentum back with a
steal and dunk. He shot 12 for 20
in a second straight 30-point per-
formance and his highest scoring
game since joining the Warriors at
the trade deadline. He made 12 of 18

Is secure 7th see

Orlando dominates Hawks

Petrovic criticizes refereeing

Ibrahim lauds Al-Qadsiya resilience despite
defeat in the Gulf Champions League final

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Former Al-Qadsiya and na-
tional team coach Mohammed Ibrahim, known as “The
General,” has commended Zeljko Petrovic for his suc-
cessful tenure with the team, emphasizing the positive
impact the Montenegrin coach has had on the squad this

season.

Ibrahim highlighted the Al-Qadsiya board of directors’
strong support for the team, along with the technical and
administrative staff’s efforts in maintaining high player
focus, especially with the added strain of frequent travels
for the Gulf Champions League alongside local tourna-

ment commitments.

Reflecting on the team’s challenges before the Gulf Cham-
pions League final, Ibrahim noted the difficult circumstances
Al-Qadsiya faced. The team was without Hussein Dhahiri
due to suspension, Moaz Al-Dhafiri was injured the day

before the match, and the loss of Khaled Ibrahim, who was

forced off injured in the first half, was another setback. De-
spite these challenges, Ibrahim praised the technical staff’s
management of the match and their decision to include
young talents like Khaled Sabah, Faisal Al-Shatti, Jassim Al-

Matar, and Abdullah Mutawa.

Ibrahim congratulated the Qadisiya players, the board
of directors, and the administrative and technical staff,
led by Sheikh Fahad Talal, for their outstanding perfor-
mance in the Gulf Championship despite the obstacles

they faced.

Following their return from Iraq, Al-Qadsiya resumed
training today in preparation for their upcoming match
against Al-Tadamon on Sunday in the second round of

the tournament’s group stage.

Al-Qadsiya and Duhok players fighting for the ball.

In the final, Al-Qadsiya suffered a 2-1 loss to Iraqi club
Duhok in the second leg of the Gulf Champions League
the day before yesterday.

In post-match comments, Petrovic criticized the ref-

eree’s decisions, stating, “It’s difficult to win under these

side.”

conditions. The referee didn’t award many free kicks
to my team, but he was quick to give them to the home

The emotional coach was seen tearing up after Omani

referee Qassim Al-Hatmi blew the final whistle.

defeat.

Meanwhile, Mohammed Soula, Al-Qadsiya’s Libyan
professional, pointed to a lack of concentration in the fi-
nal moments of the match as the key reason for the team’s

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) drives to the basket against Memphis Grizzlies guard Scotty Pip-
pen Jr. (1) during the first half of an NBA play-in tournament basketball game in San Francisco. (AP)

free throws - having been 63 of 68
from the line over the previous eight
games in April.

Morant went down hard rolling
his right ankle when he stepped on
Buddy Hield’s foot and was fouled
by Quinten Post with 4:25 remain-
ing in the third but got up and fin-
ished the three-point play to pull
the Grizzlies within 82-81.

Jaren Jackson Jr. scored 18 points,
while Zach Edey contributed 14
points, 17 rebounds and hit two free
throws with 14.3 seconds left.

Curry had eight rebounds, four
assists and shot 9 for 22 while regu-
larly swarmed by Scotty Pippen Jr.
before he fouled out late.

Curry had lit up the Grizzlies for

52 points on their home floor in a
134-125 win on April 1, and the
Grizzlies made him a top priority
this time - so Butler took charge.

Cole Anthony came off the Magic
bench with 26 points and six assists
to lead the Orlando Magic to a 120-
95 win over the Atlanta Hawks on
Tuesday night in the first game of
the Play-In Tournament.

Paolo Banchero had 17 points,
nine rebounds and seven assists
for the Magic, and Wendell Carter
Jr. added 19 points and seven re-
bounds. Anthony Black also came
off the bench and scored 16 points
on 6-o0f-7 shooting in the the Mag-
ic’s first appearance in a play-in
game.

Earning the Eastern Conference’s
seventh seed after a 41-41 regular
season, the Magic will start their
first-round playoff series at Boston
on Sunday.

Trae Young led the Hawks with
28 points and six assists before get-
ting two technical fouls and an auto-
matic ejection with 4:47 left in the
game.

The Hawks, who have reached the
playoffs through the play-in route
in two of the last three seasons, will
play at home Friday night for the
eighth spot against the winner of
Wednesday night’s game at Chicago
between the Bulls and the Miami
Heat.

French champion reaches last four

Nabila Al-Ali elected to Arab
Equestrian Federation Board

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Kuwaiti
international referee, equestrian com-
mentator, and former Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Kuwait Equestrian Federa-
tion, Nabila Abdullah Al-Ali, has been
elected to the Board of Directors of the
Arab Equestrian Federation. Her elec-
tion came during the Federation’s ex-
traordinary general assembly meeting.
The Arab Equestrian Federation is
chaired by Prince Abdullah bin Fahd
Al Saud. The newly elected board also
includes Badr Al-Darwish (Qatar),
Munther Al-Busaidi (Oman), Dr. Is-
mail Shaker (Egypt), Fareed Al-Subaie
(Libya), and Fawzi Sahrawi (Algeria).
Following the announcement, the Ku-
wait Equestrian Federation, led by
Masoud Jawhar Hayat, extended its
congratulations to Nabila Al-Ali on
her achievement, wishing her contin-
ued success and excellence in repre-
senting Kuwait at the regional level.

Nabila Al-Ali

Al-Qadsiya on track: Al-Musameh

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Al-Qad-
siya handball team manager Osama
Al-Musameh affirmed that the team
is back on the right path, showing
steady progress and strong ambition to
reclaim a spot in the Premier League
next season.

Al-Musameh acknowledged the
team’s recent performance dip, attrib-
uting it to the lengthy league suspen-
sion caused by the national team’s par-
ticipation in the World Cup. He added,
“Unfortunately, we weren’t able to
secure Premier League promotion last
season due to a wave of nine injuries
that weakened our lineup and led to a
drop in form, resulting in relegation to
the First Division.”

However, he emphasized that the
team’s situation is improving: “Thanks to
the combined efforts of the technical staff,
players, and continuous support from the
club’s board, we are now correcting our
course. The team’s performance has been
consistently improving from one match
to the next, and most importantly, we are
now leading the First Division standings.
Our goal is clear: to return to the Premier
League next season.”

Al-Qadsiya climbed to the top of the

First Division table following its 30-24
win over Al-Fahaheel, coupled with
Khaitan’s 36-32 victory over previous
leader Al-Nasr in the penultimate sev-
enth round. This shift gave Al-Qadsiya
22 points, pushing Al-Nasr to second
place with 20 points. Al-Qurain fol-
lows in third with 18 points, while the
rest of the standings are: Al-Fahaheel
(12), Khaitan (10), Al-Yarmouk (4),
Al-Tadamon (3), and Al-Sahel at the
bottom with no points.

I L B
Qadsiya players defend during the
first division game.

PSG staves off gallant Villa fightback

BIRMINGHAM, England, April
16, (AP): Their players were rattled.
Their goalkeeper was pulling off
save after save. For Paris Saint-Ger-
main, another brutal “remontada”
looked on the cards in the Champi-
ons League.

This time, the French champion
just about hung on.

PSG staved off a gallant fight-
back by Aston Villa to reach the
semifinals of Europe’s top competi-
tion despite a 3-2 loss to the English
club on Tuesday.

Holding a 3-1 lead from last
week’s quarterfinal first leg, PSG
built a four-goal cushion thanks to
goals by full backs Achraf Hakimi
and Nuno Mendes inside 27 minutes
at Villa Park.

Villa, cheered on by Prince
William, roared back thanks to a
deflected shot before halftime by
Youri Tielemans and then goals in
a two-minute span from John Mc-
Ginn and Ezri Konsa by the 57th.

Only a string of brilliant stops
from PSG goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma denied Villa a fourth
goal that would have taken the
match to extra time and seen the
French club blow another four-goal
lead - just like it did famously when
losing to Barcelona in 2017, when
current Villa manager Unai Emery
was in charge of PSG.

“I don’t think we could have done
anymore,” Konsa said.

PSG advanced 5-4 on aggregate

to knock out a second Premier
League team, after Liverpool in the
round of 16. Next up could be an-
other in Arsenal, which leads Real
Madrid 3-0 from the first leg.

PSG advanced to the semifinals
for the third time in five seasons
and this time they’ve done it with-
out their “galacticos,” with Neymar,
Lionel Messi and most recently
Kylian Mbappé having left the club.

“I think over the two matches, we
deserved to win,” PSG coach Luis
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Enrique said. “We are very happy
because this is the second year in a
row in the semifinals. Now we want
to go to the next phase.”

Before the return leg against
Villa, this new-look PSG was being
talked up as a potential Champions
League winner but that viewpoint
might be checked given the way the
team nearly collapsed at Villa Park.

There was as much relief as joy
in the celebrations of PSG’s play-
ers, who are bidding to win the

PSG’s Fabian Ruiz, left, challenges for the ball with Aston Villa’s Lu-

cas Digne during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soc-

cer match between Aston Villa and Paris Saint-Germain at the Villa
Park stadium, in Birmingham, England. (AP)

club’s first Champions League title.
It lost in the final to Bayern Munich
in 2020 and was eliminated in the
semifinals by Dortmund last season.

“We believed in the end we were
going to go through,” Marquinhos,
PSG’s Brazilian center back, said in
comments from Portuguese to Eng-
lish on British broadcaster Amazon
Prime. “But this is the Champions
League - the games are always go-
ing to be difficult.”

Donnarumma ended up being
PSG’s savior, diving full length
to claw away a powerful shot by
Marcus Rashford and a header by
Tielemans, and then standing tall to
keep out Marco Asensio - a player
on loan from PSG - when the play-
maker was clean through.

Then, with virtually the last kick of
the game, Villa substitute lan Maatsen
sent in a volley that might have been
swerving into the bottom corner, only
for PSG defender Willian Pacho to
block the shot near the line.

And so for Villa, it marked the
end of the road in the club’s first Eu-
ropean Cup campaign since 1982-
83 season - when it was the reign-
ing champion. Now it’s all about
qualifying again, with Villa sitting
in seventh place in the Premier
League and a point off the Champi-
ons League qualification spots.

“We showed tonight we can com-
pete at the highest level,” Konsa
said. “We want to do it again next
season.”
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Orlando Magic forward Paolo
Banchero (5) and Atlanta
Hawks forward Dominick
Barlow (0) go after a rebound
during the first half of an NBA
play-in tournament basketball
game in Orlando, Fla. Or-
lando beat the Atlanta Hawks
120-95. (AP )

- See Page 15
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Kuwait’s rising stars rule squash championship

Blues edge Jordan in U-19 final |

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: Kuwait claimed the over-
all title at the 29th Arab Squash Championship for
youth and juniors, which concluded at the Sheikh Sa-
lem Al-Sabah International Squash Center, the head-
quarters of the Kuwait Squash Federation. Kuwait
secured victory in three out of the four competitions
held during the tournament.

In the Under-19 youth team category, Kuwait triumphed over
Jordan with a 2-1 win in the final. The team featured Jassim Al-
Gharib, Abdullah Hani, and Khaled Al-Fawzan. Qatar and Saudi
Arabia shared third place. Meanwhile, the Under-19 singles title
went to Saudi Arabia’s Mohammed Al-Nusfan.

In the Under-15 junior category, Kuwait’s Issa Al-Najadah clinched the
singles gold after defeating Jordan’s Hazem Tariq 3-1.

Teammates Abdullah Mayouf and Saleh Al-Kandari both secured
bronze medals in the same event. In the junior team competition, the Ku-
waiti trio of Issa Al-Najadah, Abdullah Mayouf, and Salman Al-Saleh
defeated Jordan 2-1 to win first place.

Waleed Al-Sumaie, President of both the Kuwait and Arab Squash Fed-
erations, praised the significance of this edition, noting it marked a return
after a ten-year hiatus due to technical reasons.

He emphasized the tournament’s success, particularly for the Kuwaiti
team.

Al-Sumaie also highlighted the extensive efforts behind Kuwait’s
achievements, crediting the players’ commitment and the Federation’s
long-term planning.

He extended gratitude to the Public Authority for Sports for its unwav-
ering support in hosting the championship and helping elevate Kuwait’s
status in regional squash.
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Players celebrate with their trophies after the closing ceremony.

KUNA photo

Kuwait Paralympic table tennis team
returns from Jordan with seven medals

\#

The heroes of International Table Tennis Championship.

AMMAN, April 16: The Kuwait Paralympic table tennis
team returned with an impressive haul of seven medals,
following its participation in the 16th National Club Inter-
national Table Tennis Championship, held in the Jordanian
capital, Amman. The tournament, organized by the Jordani-
an Paralympic Committee, featured 85 players representing
13 countries across Asia, Africa, and Europe.

Awad Al-Harbi earned silver in the men’s doubles and
bronze in the mixed doubles categories. Meanwhile, Ahed
Al-Rashidi claimed two silver medals in the women’s dou-
bles and mixed doubles, as well as a bronze. Mohammed Bin
Jabal and Ali Al-Sanea each secured a bronze medal in their
respective singles competitions.

Head of the delegation, Duaij Al-Hajri, praised the ath-
letes” strong performances, saying:

“This international championship witnessed intense com-
petition in all categories. Our Kuwaiti champions delivered
a remarkable performance, bringing home seven medals.
Their success reflects the high technical level of Paralympic
table tennis in Kuwait and highlights our responsibility to
continue striving for excellence in future regional and con-
tinental events.”

Al-Hajri also expressed his appreciation to the Kuwait
Paralympic Committee and the Public Authority for Sports
for their continued support and contributions to the develop-
ment of Paralympic sports.

‘Kuwait’s shooting facilities are among the hest globally’

Trap finals take center stage in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, April 16: The
final round of the 50-count trap
shooting competition for both men
and women will take place today
as part of the prestigious His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Grand International Shoot-
ing Championship. Organized
by the Kuwait Shooting Sports
Club, the event is being held at the
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic
Shooting Complex. The women’s
final is scheduled for 2:00 pm, fol-
lowed by the men’s final at 3:00
pm.
Omani shooter Butti Al-Shabli
expressed his enthusiasm for par-
ticipating in the Amir’s Champi-
onship for the second consecutive
year, citing the tournament’s pres-
tige and the elite level of competi-
tion.

“Kuwait has world-class shoot-
ing ranges, and competing along-
side Kuwaiti champions provides
valuable experience,” said Al-Sha-
bli, who is aiming for a top finish
in this year’s event.

His teammate, veteran shooter
Salib bin Nasser, who has been in
the sport for 25 years, echoed simi-
lar sentiments.

“Kuwait’s shooting facilities
are among the best globally. The
varied weather conditions actually
add to the challenge in a positive
way, and competing with world-
class athletes only enhances our
skills,” he added.

Lebanese shooter Elie Bejani, a

Shooters in action during the Amir International Shooting Championship.

past medalist at the 2022 edition,
praised the high caliber of compe-
tition.

“This is my second time par-
ticipating. The tournament is
tough, and making it to the finals
is already a great achievement. I'm
determined to earn another medal
this year.”

His compatriot Ashraf Alloush
noted the unique stature of the
championship.

“The Amir of Kuwait Champion-

ship stands out from other events be-
cause it is hosted at one of the best
ranges in the world and attracts top-
tier international shooters.”

Turkish shooter Nadim Tolga
Tolcer highlighted the fierce com-
petition, underscoring the presence
of world and Olympic champions.

“The championship is exception-
ally well organized. The weather in
Kuwait is ideal for shooting, and
the level of competition is world-
class,” Tolcer said.

Guirassy scores hat trick in vain for Dortmund

Barcelona advances to Champions League semifinals

DORTMUND, Germany, April 16, (AP): Serhou
Guirassy and Borussia Dortmund did what no else
has been able to in 2025 - they beat Barcelona. It still
wasn’t enough to reach the Champions League semi-
finals.

Guirassy scored a hat trick and still ended up on
the losing side as Dortmund’s 3-1 win over Bar-
celona - the Spanish club’s first defeat of any sort
since December - wasn’t enough to prevent a 5-3
aggregate loss.

After being swept aside 4-0 in the first leg of the
quarterfinal, Dortmund had nothing to lose Tuesday
and attacked Barcelona from the start, leaving the visi-
tors off-balance.

Barcelona coach Hansi Flick, who has plenty of ex-
perience of facing - and beating - Dortmund from his
time in the German league, said the passionate home
crowd meant he’d expected a tough second leg despite
his team’s four-goal lead.

It was an unusually quiet game for Barcelona’s pro-
lific forwards Raphinha and Robert Lewandowski,
who had 12 and 11 Champions League goals respec-
tively this season.

The closest either came to scoring was a tame
shot by Raphinha at Dortmund goalkeeper Gregor
Kobel.

Dortmund had arguably lost the quarterfinal in the
first leg, and in addition had captain Emre Can and
midfielder Carney Chukwuemeka ruled out with inju-
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Barcelona’s goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny, right, blocks a shot by Dortmund’s Serhou Guirassy, center, during
the Champions League quarterfinals second leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Barcelona, at the
Signa-lduna Park in Dortmund, Germany. (AP)

ries earlier in the day. possible.

For a while, Guirassy made the impossible seem Guirassy had missed chances in the first leg and

spurned a couple more early in Tuesday’s game but
made no mistake from the penalty spot in the 11th
minute after Barcelona goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny
collided with Pascal Gross.

Guirassy’s header made it 2-0 in the 49th minute
before an own goal by Ramy Bensebaini made Dort-
mund’s task even harder. Fermin Lépez’s low cross
that in off Bensebaini’s ankle - a double disappoint-
ment for Dortmund because the defender been crucial
in the comeback attempt, assisting Guirassy’s second
goal shortly before.

Guirassy seized on Ronald Araujo’s defensive er-
ror to complete his hat trick with a powerful close-
range shot in the 76th, in the process becoming the
Champions League’s top scorer this season on 13
goals.

It gave Dortmund fresh hope of completing what
would have been one of the all-time great Champions
League comebacks - one to rival Barcelona’s against
Paris Saint-Germain in 2017 - but Barcelona held on
to progress.

As well as being Barcelona’s first loss in all compe-
titions since a 2-1 defeat to Atletico Madrid on Dec.
21, it was Barcelona’s first Champions League loss
since September, and only the seventh loss in Flick’s
50 games in charge.

The German coach had won all seven of his previ-
ous games against Dortmund in charge of Barcelona
and Bayern.
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