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University graduates below 60 can transition from “‘government’ to ‘private’

— Details Page 2 —

GCC MEET HELD IN SHADOW OF UNPRECEDENTED GAZA CATASTROPHE

emergency number 112

HH Amir’s health
‘stable’: minister

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA): The health
condition of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah remains
stable, said the Amiri Diwan Affairs Minister
Tuesday.

Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah
Al-Sabah expressed wishes of good health and
rapid recovery for His Highness the Amir.

End the plight

of dud cheques

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

IT goes without saying that the Court of Cassation
is a source for interpretation of legislative work,
particularly the law, with the principles it estab-
lishes through its rulings.

This is due to the fact that the judge of the
Court of Cassation uses his intellect and experi-
ence to interpret the legal rules, and seeks the wis-
dom of the legislation. Therefore, his rulings are
considered judicial norms that can be referred to,
and reliable precedents so that there is no flaw in
the future rulings.

Based on this principle, the Court of Cassation
built the rulings related to the issue of the dud
cheque, and considered it a tool of fulfillment that
does not carry bad faith, but rather a purely com-

mercial transaction.

It is a principle that
many countries have es-
tablished in their modern
laws, after judges sensed
premeditated bad faith
through the creditor’s
insistence on the debtor
to issue a cheque, know-
ing that he has no funds.
This is a kind of blackmail
because failure to pay the

amount was considered a
criminal case.

This strange legal principle is still in effect in
Kuwait, although there are many rulings issued by
the Court of Cassation that deny it.

However, stakeholders insist on circumventing
the principles derived from the Court of Cassation
by refusing to legislate what renders a dud cheque
not a crime that requires physical coercion to be
exercised on its issuer.

That is why I began demanding since 1999
the abolition of the so-called “penal protection”,
which is imprisonment, to relieve pressure on the
investigative authority, the judiciary, and the rel-
evant agencies.

In addition, when banks issue a cheque book to
a customer, they are confident that he has solven-
cy; otherwise they would not have done so. For
greater credibility, there is the so-called “certified
cheque”.

For this reason, most countries in the world
have abolished the laws that criminalize the issu-
ance of dud cheques, and considered it a commer-
cial transaction that does not amount to physical
coercion.

In Kuwait, it is completely different because
the legal principle was based on an error, and the
legislator did not view the provisions of the Court
of Cassation as reliable principles for updating
legislation.

Therefore, the creditor must preserve his right
by knowing whether the debtor has enough funds
or not.

Those with bad intentions are working to estab-
lish the principle of coercion, which is why they
refuse to abolish this crime. This is happening at a
time when many observers and jurists are calling
for amending the law, because they are relying on
principles established by the Court of Cassation.

In banking transactions, there are collateral
assets against the loans granted to customers.
Therefore, when the bank lends, it works on the
principle of long-term loyalty.

This is because it realizes that the borrower
only resorted to it because he has outstanding as-
sets and is able to pay back; otherwise the banks
would throw people in prison.

Hence, the physical coercion practiced in this
case contradicts the spirit of legislation and legal
principles. It was appropriate for the time when
transactions were based on the principle of en-
slavement and not equality among people.

There is no doubt that decriminalizing the issu-
ance of dud cheque enhances the financial cycle,
because it gives the beneficiary the freedom to
work in order to repay the debt. But if he is thrown
in prison, the creditor loses his money because he
prevented the debtor from working.

Therefore, abolishing the law and resorting to
the principles established by the Court of Cassa-
tion has become a strong necessity today.

Finally, it must be said that those who insist on
criminalizing the issuance of dud cheques are the
loan sharks and consumer companies who built
their principle on bad faith and use the state to col-
lect their debts.

This is why we say to the people’s representa-
tives: Rally behind the popular issues.

Al-Jarallah

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com

ummit seeks joint Gulf actio

Issues reviewed

DOHA, Dec 5, (KUNA):
The 44th summit of the
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) kicked off on Tues-
day in the Qatari capital.

The Representative of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah headed the Kuwaiti
delegation at the 44th summit
of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), which kicked off Tues-
day in the Qatari capital.

During the session, ministers re-
viewed issues on the agenda and top-
ics concerned with supporting and
strengthening the process of joint
Gulf action in various fields and at
all levels.

The ministers also delved into the
decisions and recommendations sub-
mitted to the GCC Supreme Council,
in a way that would enhance the his-
torical process of joint Gulf action,
and discuss the most important re-
gional and international issues, most
notably the dangerous war taken
place in Gaza Strip and the numerous
violations on to the occupied Pales-
tinian lands and their sanctities.

Meanwhile, Qatari Amir Sheikh
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Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani on
Tuesday said the 44th summit of the
Gulf Cooperation Council takes place

KUNA photo

The 44th summit of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) kicked off on Tuesday in the Qatari capital Doha. The State of Kuwait delegation at

the summit is headed by the Representative of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Continued on Page 5

‘Al could replace jobs,

MP submits hill for consti

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: MP Abdulhadi
Al-Ajmi has submitted a bill on reform-
ing the constituencies to ensure equality
among the constituencies based on the
number of voters.

He affirmed that the bill, once ap-
proved, will narrow the gap between con-
stituencies in terms of the number of vot-
ers, as the current distribution negatively
affects the elections results.

The bill stipulates five constituencies
as follows:

First Constituency: 159,684 voters
consisting of Ahmadi, Maqwaa, Warah,
Juiadan, Jaber Al-Ali, Eqaila, Reqa, Had-
iya, Dhahr, Fahd Al-Ahmad, Abu Halifa,
Mangaf, Fahaheel, Fintas, Mahboulah,
Sabahiya, Ali Sabah Al-Salem neighbor-
hood, Abdullah Port, Zour, Sabah Al-Ah-
mad City, Wafra and Khairan residential
area.

Second Constituency: 172,938 voters
consisting of Funaitees, Messilah, Sabah
Al-Salem neighborhood, Abu Al-Hasani-
ya, Abu Fatera, Masayel, Qurain, Adan,
Qusour, Mubarak Al-Kabeer, Bayan,
Mishref, Bede’a, Rass, Salwa, Rumaithi-
ya, Mubarak Al-Abdullah neighborhood
and Anjafah.

Continued on Page 5

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Pal-
ace on Tuesday His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. (KUNA)

Q a Qa
WASHINGTON: The White House said

that the U.S. may establish a naval task
force to escort commercial ships in the
Red Sea, a day after three vessels were
struck by missiles fired by Iranian-back
Houthis in Yemen.

National security adviser Jake Sul-
livan said the U.S. has been in active
conversations with allies about setting up
the escorts though nothing is finalized, de-
scribing it as a “natural” response to that
sort of incident. (AP)

 Q Q
HYDERABAD, India: Twelve people

died in the downpour before Tropical
Storm Michaung made landfall along In-
dia’s southeast coast Tuesday, bringing
further torrential rains and strong winds,
officials said.

The storm entered Andhra Pradesh
state with maximum sustained winds of
90-100 kph (56-62 mph) and gusts up to
110 kph (68 mph), the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department said, adding that the
storm would weaken over the next few
hours. Authorities were on high alert for
heavy showers over the next 24 hours.
(AP)

tuency reformation

A woman mourns her child and her husband killed in an Israeli army bombardment of
the Gaza Strip, at a hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023. (AP)

Israel widens offensive into southern Gaza

War in Gaza enters bloody new phase

85 Killed in Nigerian drone
‘mistake’ at religious event

ABUJA, Dec 5, (AP): At least 85 people have been con-
firmed dead after a “mistaken” army drone attack on a reli-
gious gathering in northwest Nigeria, authorities said. The
president on Tuesday ordered a probe into the latest in a
series of mistakes in Nigeria’s conflict zones.

“Eighty-five dead bodies have so far been buried while
(a) search is still ongoing,” Nigeria’s National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA) said in a statement that
listed children, women and the elderly among the victims.
At least 66 people were injured, the agency added.

Since 2017, some 400 civilians have been killed by air-
strikes the military said were targeting armed groups in the
deadly security crisis in the country’s north, according to
the Lagos-based SBM Intelligence security firm.

Manila delegation in bid
to lift ban on recruitment

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: A delegation from the
Philippines will visit the country from Dec 14-16
to discuss the resumption of the recruitment of Fili-
pino workers for Kuwait, reports Al-Qabas daily
quoting a diplomatic source.

The source disclosed that the delegation will in-
clude Filipino officials who will discuss lifting the
ban on the recruitment of Filipino workers with
their counterparts in Kuwait.

Continued on Page 5

KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip, Dec
5, (AP): Israel intensified its bom-
bardment in and around Gaza’s
second-largest city early Tuesday,
sending ambulances and private
cars racing into a local hospital
carrying people wounded in a
bloody new phase of the war.

Under U.S. pressure to prevent
further mass casualties in the con-
flict with Hamas, Israel says it is
being more precise as it widens its
offensive into southern Gaza after
obliterating much of the north -
but Palestinians say there are no
areas where they feel safe, and
many fear that if they leave their
homes they will never be allowed
to return.

Aerial bombardment and the
ground offensive have already
driven three-fourths of the ter-
ritory’s 2.3 million people from
their homes - and new orders to
evacuate areas around Khan You-
nis are squeezing people into ever-
smaller areas of the already tiny
coastal strip.

At the Nasser Hospital in Khan
Younis, ambulances brought doz-
ens of wounded people in, includ-
ing a young boy in a bloody shirt
whose hand had been blown off.

“What’s happening here is
unimaginable,” said Hamza al-
Bursh, who lives in the neigh-
borhood of Maan, one of several
in and around the city where Is-
rael has ordered civilians to leave.
“They strike indiscriminately.”

but opens new career avenues’

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA): Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al) could potentially replace many jobs,
but create new lines of work such as prompt en-
gineering, which is a totally new discipline that
teaches how to command and control this new
technology, said a Kuwait University (KU) aca-
demic on Tuesday.

Vice President for Academic Services Dr. Sulai-
man Al-Rafee said in a statement to KUNA, “any-
one who wishes to guarantee a future, has to major
in the field of technology specifically Artificial
Intelligence” although some jobs might be at risk.

The KU scholar pointed out to the potential new
job market Al could create but also favored the reg-
ulations placed on Al in tools like ChatGPT, some
of which he believed posed ethical challenges, but
did not elaborate on the nature of the challenges.

Dr. Al-Rafee was among other scholars, name-
ly his assistant professor Mohammad Al-Dhafiri,
in a conference about Al, its innovations and ad-
vancements, which took place in Kuwait Univer-
sity. Kuwait News Ageny (KUNA), private and

Continued on Page 5

Audit Bureau saves
KD 25mn for Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA): Be-
tween April 1 and November 30, the Audit
Bureau’s efforts resulted in saving KD 25
million (USD 80.9 million) for the state
treasury.

Sara Al-Hajeri, an auditor specializing
in the advanced examination of allocations
for affiliated and independent departments,
stated that the bureau addressed 2,455 top-
ics related to state spending in various sec-
tors, totaling KD 3.27 billion (USD 10.6
billion).

Of the cases reviewed, 84 percent per-
tained to ministries and government depart-
ments, with a cumulative value of KD three
billion (approx. USD 9.7 billion).

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait committed to
hattle climate change

DUBAI Dec 5, (KUNA): Secretary-General of
the Supreme Council for Planning and Develop-
ment (SCPD), Dr. Khaled Mahdi stressed Tues-
day that Kuwait, as an oil
producing country, is com-
mitted to obligations in
facing the climate change
challenges, including com-
mitments to reach Carbon
neutrality in 2060.
Speaking to KUNA dur-
ing partaking in the 28th
UN Climate Change Con-
ference (COP28 UAE),
Mahdi stressed that Ku-
wait’s commitment is an
indication of its cohesive
role in the international and
global organization to combat climate change.
Having the UAE organizing COP28 is a clear evi-
dence of the importance of the climate change issue
to the Gulf Cooperation Countries and its effect of
climate on various areas of the world, Mahdi added.

Dr Mahdi

Continued on Page 5



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 05:03 Asr.......... 14:31
Sunrise .. 06:27 Maghrib .. 16:49
Zohr....... 11:38 Isha ........ 18:11

km/h.

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Mild and partly cloudy
to cloudy with light variable wind
to light to moderate southeast-
erly wind, with speed of 06-26
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Weather
By Night: Rather cold to cold Kuwait Airport 25 08
with light variable wind with speed j\bﬁaly gg ?g
ahra
of 06-22 km/h. Salmiyah 24 17
Station MaxExp MinRec Nuwaisib 26 13
Kuwait City 25 16  Wafra 26 11
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Qualification must match profession: PAM

Degree holders under 60 years can change ‘igama’ from public to private

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The Public Au-
thority for Manpower (PAM) has opened
a window for expatriates, whose profes-
sions match their university qualifica-
tions and whose age does not exceed 60
years, to transfer their residency from the
government sector to the private sector,
reports Al-Rai daily.

The authority explained that this deci-
sion is in line with the steps aimed at ad-
dressing the lopsided demographic struc-
ture issue and to benefit from expatriates
with vast experience who might be need-
ed by employers in the private sector, and
in accordance with the regulations and
policies on the demographic structure of
the country.

The Board of Directors of PAM issued
resolution number 239 of 2023 during its
third meeting for fiscal 2023/2024, stat-

ing “the expatriates employed in gov-
ernment agencies cannot transfer to the
private sector, except those under the fol-
lowing three categories:

1. Husband and children of a Kuwaiti
woman married to a non-Kuwaiti, and
foreign women married to Kuwaitis,

2. Palestinian document holders,

3. Those who hold a university certifi-
cate and have not reached the age of 60,
provided that the profession is compat-
ible with the qualification and nature of
the job occupied in the government sec-
tor.”

The decision also grants PAM the
power to “establish regulations on pro-
hibiting such transfer for some profes-
sions and specializations in the interest of
the public.”

Move in citizens interest: MoCl

Decision to cut ration items clarified

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The Ministry of
Commerce and Industry has clarified that
the decision to cancel 42 types of ration
food associated with the civil identification
card is in the interest of the citizens, reports
Al-Qabas daily.

Official Spokesman of the ministry Ab-
dullah Al-Haraz told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) that the aforementioned decision
is based on the results of a comprehensive
study carried out by the joint committee
whose members are from several bodies,
including the Public Authority for Food and
Nutrition (PAFN).

Al-Haraz disclosed that one of the most
important reasons for taking such a deci-
sion, which will take effect on Jan 1, is “the
failure of some companies to reduce the
market price as stipulated in the regulatory
decisions requiring a 25 percent reduction,
in addition to the fact that some items are
not in demand in the ration supply branch-
es.”

It can be recalled that on July 10 this year,
Minister of Commerce and Industry and

Minister of State for Youth Affairs Muham-
mad Al-Aiban issued a decision on the for-
mation of the permanent committee tasked
to regulate categories of food supplies and
discounted items, including basic and com-
plementary goods and products.

g Q Q

Diesel subsidy cut: The Subsidy Study
Committee reduced the quantity of subsi-
dized diesel for fishermen by 50 percent ef-
fective Nov 1, reports Al-Anba daily quot-
ing sources.

Sources explained that the 50 percent
diesel subsidy reduction came after the
concerned authorities set conditions that
the beneficiaries of the subsidy must meet
in order to continue enjoying the privilege,
indicating the reduction is the result of their
inability to fulfill these conditions.

Sources said the fishermen, who exceed
the 50 percent subsidy, can buy diesel at the
announced price of 115 fils per liter, which
is also a subsidized price as the global price
currently ranges from 230 fils to 240 fils.

KUNA pavilion at the exhibition.

KUNA, embassies participate

‘Media Role 2’ exhibition kicks off

By Ahmad Shabib

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA): The Mass
Communication unit at Kuwait University in-
augurated on Tuesday the “Our Media Role 2”
exhibition, with participation from more than
240 public and private institutions, including
KUNA, and several embassies in Kuwait.

In the Opening Statement, the Acting
Director of Kuwait University Dr. Meshari
Al-Harbi emphasized on KU consistent con-
tributions to society at different sectors.

Al-Harbi said, “public relations is a vital
part in our academic journey, and it reflects
effective communication with our society and
world.”

He added the exhibition sheds the light
on “improving students and professors skills
and abilities, and it unveils their dedication
and persistency.”

Moreover, the Dean of College of Arts Dr.

Abdulmohsen Al-Madaj stressed in his state-
ment on the great impact of Media in society.

“We all experienced the impact of media
in Kuwait, where freedom of speech scruti-
nizes economic, political, and social issues,”
Al-Madaj said.

From his end, Al-Madaj appreciated KU
and College of Art for receiving a vast num-
ber of participants from several public and
private institutions, and linking students
with the labor market.

For his part, the event supervisor, Dr. Hus-
sain Ibrahim said, “the exhibition focuses on
the crucial role of PR in the governmental
and private sector, non-profit organizations,
and embassies.”

Ibrahim added, “the exhibition highlights
the significance of Media studies at KU,
where plenty of innovators and leaders in
different fields have graduated.

Chronic diseases kill 4K per year

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Director of the
Health Promotion Department in the Min-
istry of Interior Dr Abeer Al-Bahwa said
4,000 citizens die annually due to chronic
diseases, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Al-Bahwa also highlighted the preva-
lence of physical inactivity among Kuwaiti
women at a rate of 90 percent.

She said Kuwait is one of the least active
countries in the world, revealing that chron-
ic diseases cause the death of about 4,000
Kuwaitis annually, accounting for 72 per-
cent of the total deaths of citizens and about
79 percent of the total deaths in Kuwait.

In a statement to the daily on the occasion
of the celebration of the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities, she revealed that
cardiovascular diseases rank first with 41
percent of deaths, followed by cancer with
15 percent, respiratory diseases and diabetes
with three percent each.

She indicated that patterns of physical
inactivity differ according to gender and so-
cial and geographical considerations around
the world. She cited the World Health
Organization’s report on physical activ-
ity in Kuwait for the year 2022 stating “the
prevalence of physical inactivity rate among
females by 90 percent compared to 79 per-
cent for males for the age group 11 to 17

years, and among adults aged 18 and above,
the inactivity rate for females is 75 percent
compared to 61 percent for males.

She stated that physical inactivity among
elderly women in the age group 70 and
above reached 85 percent compared to 76
percent for men.

She confirmed that the World Health
Organization estimated the annual cost of
healthcare for patients with chronic noncom-
municable diseases in Kuwait at $75,753,263
dollars, equivalent to KD 23,350,000, ex-
pecting the cumulative cost of healthcare in
the country to rise to $833,285,893, equiva-
lent to KD 256,870,000.

She attributed the differences in physical
activity between females and males to the
conservative social and cultural norms that
restrict women’s physical activities in the
open air, as well as the lack of sports facili-
ties designated for women.

Speaking about the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities, which falls on
Dec 3 each year; Al-Bahwah highlighted the
importance of practicing physical activity
for people with disabilities, explaining that
it contributes to improving respiratory, car-
diovascular and muscular fitness; improving
cardio-metabolic health such as blood pres-
sure, dyslipidemia, sugar and insulin resist-
ance; and improving physical functions in
children and adolescents in the age group
from five to 17 years.

-
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KRCS officials and volunteers pictured near the relief-carrying plane.

Two ambulances, mobile clinic on board

34th plane with 40 tons aid leaves for Egypt

Kuwaiti, Egyptian to
hang for Rashidi kill

Death for maid in colleague murder

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 5, (KUNA): The 34th Kuwait relief
plane for the Gaza Strip left to the Egyptian city of Al-
Arish Tuesday, carrying 40 tons of humanitarian aid.

The plane also carried two ambulances and a mobile
clinic, with a donation from the Ministry of Health and the
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK).

In a statement to Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), Depu-
ty Chairman of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
Anwar Al-Hasawi praised the political efforts, as well as
the continued relief bridge to support the people in Gaza,
led by prominent Kuwaiti figures and people.

The continuation of the relief air bridge came from
Kuwait’s solid stance towards the Palestinian case, to
support them against the Israeli occupation’s aggression
that martyred and left many injured in addition to de-
stroying hospitals, shelters, and other infrastructures, he
indicated.

The two ambulances and mobile clinic will be trans-
ported through Al-Arish airport to be deployed in Gaza, to
support the medical capabilities in the Strip, and maintain
medical service to the people of Gaza, he added.

Al-Hasawi said that the situation in Gaza required im-
mediate aid and relief from humanitarian organizations,
which the KRCS had done and will continue to do more to
support the effected.

He expressed his gratitude towards the Kuwaiti Defense
Ministry for providing airplanes for the air bridge and the
Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry on its contributions towards this
humanitarian mission.

He reminded people, companies, and banks to donate
through the Society’s website in the (Relief Palestine)
campaign to help the people in Gaza who are in desperate
need of direct relief and aid.

Kuwait sent on Monday an urgent humanitarian relief
aid convoy to help ease the suffering of Palestinians in
Gaza Strip, including 77 trucks of medical supplies and
food.

Deputy Director of Kuwait Society for Relief (KSR)
Omar Al-Thuwaini said to KUNA that the aid from Ku-
wait contains 1,000 tons of food baskets, flour, mineral
water bottles and medical supplies.

Al-Thuwaini added that the convoy came as part of an
agreement by KSR with Egypt’s Dar Al-Orman charity,
amounting at USD 500,000 to provide urgent aid for the
people of Gaza.

KSR’s campaign to aid Palestinians was launched dur-
ing the first days of the Israeli occupation aggression on
Gaza on October seventh, adding that 27 Kuwaiti chari-
ties, governmental bodies and authorities all participated
to help in any ways possible.

KPC plans to build 181
petrol stations by 2040

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC), in coordination with Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC), intends to build 181 gas stations by
2040, reports Al-Anba daily.

This move is aimed at providing retail gas stations to
meet the local needs, such that a total of 181 fuel filling
stations will be built by 2040 divided into nine groups.

The plan is to construct 100 stations by 2028 divided
into five groups. The new fuel filling stations will utilize
advanced technology to produce electrical energy through
alternative and renewable energy sources.

A total of 18 retail/fuel filling stations were operated
within the first group, so the number of filling stations has
so far reached 66 stations -- 61 are permanent and five are
mobile.

According to data obtained by the daily, the number of
gas stations currently stands at 66, which will reach 148
by 2028 and 229 by 2040.

In the private sector, Al-Soor Fuel Company currently
owns 42 stations, while Al-Oula Local Fuel Marketing
Company owns 43 stations.

Regarding the quantities of products sold in the local
market, the data revealed that local market sales for fis-
cal year 2022/2023 increased to 4.89 billion liters of gas-
oline compared to 4.46 billion liters in fiscal 2021/2022.
The kerosene sales in fiscal 2022/2023 reached about
172 million liters, compared to 177 million liters in fis-
cal 2021/2022; while gas oil sales reached 2.55 billion
liters in fiscal 2022/2023, compared to two billion liters
in 2021/2022.

The data also showed details of the sales of three types
of automobile fuel in fiscal 2022/2023 when total sales in-
creased by 10 percent or around 4.891 million liters com-
pared to the previous fiscal year. The breakdown of sales
are as follows: 1.8 billion liters of special gasoline, three
billion liters of premium gasoline and 40 million liters of
ultra gasoline.

By Jaher Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The
Criminal Court yesterday sen-
tenced a Kuwaiti citizen and
an Egyptian expatriate, who
were accused of the first degree
murder of Mubarak Al-Rashi-
di, to death by hanging.

The Public Prosecution had demand-
ed the Criminal Court to issue the death
penalty for the suspects after it was
proven that they had committed pre-
meditated murder.

It confirmed that the first defendant com-
mitted his crime with premeditation by pre-
paring his equipment, looking for the victim
and committing the murder after catching
him.

Weeks after the citizen Mubarak Al-
Rashidi disappeared in Subbiya desert, the
Ministry of Interior announced the discov-
ery of his body inside a container in Salmi.

On May 26, the forensic evidence report
revealed that the body belonged to the miss-
ing citizen Mubarak Al-Rashidi, and that he
had been killed.

The investigations by the Ministry of
Interior and its continuous efforts since
the disappearance of the citizen Mubarak
Al-Rashidi revealed the details and circum-
stances of this heinous crime.

The investigations extended from Kuwait
to Egypt, in coordination with the Egyptian
security authorities, to find the Egyptian
suspect who had witnessed the crime inside
a camp in Kabd and had helped in transport-
ing Al-Rashidi’s body to Salmi.

g a Q

Death sentence upheld: The Court of
Cassation upheld the verdict issued by the
lower court which sentenced an Ethio-
pian maid to death by hanging because she
stabbed an Indian housemaid to death in
Abdullah Al-Mubarak on the first day of
Ramadan.

Just minutes before breaking the fast, the
Operations Room of the Ministry of Interior
had received a report from a Kuwaiti citizen
about a quarrel that broke out between his
two housemaids which resulted in the death
of one of them.

Farwaniya Governorate detectives arrest-
ed the perpetrator after they went to the site
of the report and recovered the knife that
she used to commit the crime.

When questioned, she confessed to com-
mitting her crime, revealing that she had
killed the victim due to some disagreements
between them.

Q o Q

‘Spying’ in the loo: The Misdemeanor
Court, presided over by Judge Issa Al-Hazer,
sentenced two expatriates - an Asian and an
Arab , who were accused of placing a cam-
era inside a women’s bathroom, to two-year
imprisonment with hard labor followed by
deportation after serving the sentence, and
ordered the confiscation of the mobile phone.

The court also ordered the referral of the
civil case to the concerned civil court after the
legal team of the Kuwaiti plaintiff filed a civil
complaint, claiming an amount of KD 5,001.

According to the case files, a Kuwaiti
woman found a spy camera hidden inside
the women’s bathroom of a local bank in
Farwaniya Governorate. She immediately
filed a complaint with the police.

Soon after, the Ministry of Interior an-
nounced the arrest of the accused.

The ministry issued a statement, in which
it declared that, “The Criminal Security

Sector’s General Department for Crimi-
nal Investigations, arrested an Arab and an
Asian on charges of misusing a phone, by
placing it inside a bathroom designated for
women in a bank in Farwaniya.”

g o Q

Murder ruling Dec 26: The Criminal
Court has set the session of December 26
to rule on the murder case of Abdulaziz Al-
Za’atari at the hands of a member of the rul-
ing family.

During yesterday’s session, Lawyer Jass-
er Al-Jada’i said the court should read the
news regarding the arrest of the real killer,
as his client did not commit the crime.

He stressed that there were no finger-
prints of the accused on the weapon, bullets,
or helmet.

Lawyer Al-Jadai highlighted the pres-
ence of a witness around whom there are
question marks in terms of the actual culprit
behind the crime after his insistence on fab-
ricating a case with his partner to detain him
at the time of the crime.

g o Q

Jail in adultery abortion: The Criminal
Court sentenced two expatriates — a man
and a woman — to three-year imprisonment
with hard labor on charges of adultery and
abortion. It sentenced another individual
to two-year imprisonment for selling abor-
tion pills. The court sentenced a building
guard to one-year imprisonment for digging
a grave and burying the fetuses of the first
and second defendants in the backyard of a
building in Farwaniya.

The first defendant was charged with sell-
ing abortion pills to his friend (the second
defendant) who had asked his help for abort-
ing the fetus of his wife. The second defen-
dant then presented the pills to his wife (the
third defendant) to abort the fetus she had
carried in her womb for seven months.

After aborting the fetus, the second and
third defendants buried it in the backyard of
the building where they live in Farwaniya.
When their friend (the informant) learned
that her friend had purchased abortion pills
from her husband, aborted her fetus, and
buried it in the backyard of her building, she
informed the police.

Detectives

Immediately, the detectives conducted
secret investigations and found out that the
second and third defendants are married in a
common law contract, and she was pregnant
and had miscarried.

The Public Prosecution was notified, the
grave behind the building was dug up, and
the fetus was retrieved, after which the cou-
ple was arrested.

After conducting a DNA test on the fe-
tus, it was discovered that the first defen-
dant is the father, and the third defendant
had cheated on her husband and became
pregnant.

Confronting the third suspect, she admitted
to aborting her fetus with the help of her hus-
band, and that he had decided to do so because
of his intense love for her after she insisted
but without knowing that the fetus belonged
to his friend. She said she had been married to
her husband for six years and was in love with
him, but his friend managed to play with her
mind and seduce her into committing adultery
with him. She said, “I became pregnant, and
my husband bought abortion pills from that
man, without knowing that the fetus was his
friend’s and not his.”

When the husband (second defendant)
was confronted with this information, he ad-
mitted what was attributed to him, but was
shocked to know that the fetus was not his,
but of his special friend who had betrayed
him with his wife.
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Other Voices

The modern history
of the Jewish state

By Ahmad alsarraf

merican Thomas Tonon wrote an article in

the Princeton University Journal, last May
9, relating to the humanitarian and positive po-
sitions of the distinguished American scientist
Albert Einstein regarding Israel, the establish-
ment of a Jewish state, and his rejection of the
offer to become its first president.

Tonon begins his ar-
ticle entitled “A Jew’s
Journey” with a com-
ment that David Ben-
Gurion, the first prime
minister of Israel, met
the scientist Einstein at
Princeton University,
where Einstein had pre-
viously studied, and
subsequently became
one of its professors, to
convince him to become
president of Israel, but
Einstein rejected the offer.

In a speech Einstein gave in 1938, he said: |
would rather see a reasonable agreement with
the Arabs on the basis of living together in
peace than the establishment of a Jewish state.

In a quote dating back to the late 1920s, Ein-
stein said: If we cannot find a way to cooperate
and make honest treaties with the Arabs, we
have learned absolutely nothing in two thou-
sand years of suffering.

Einstein also previously co-signed a letter
on December 4, 1948, addressed to the New
York Times, with 28 other prominent members
of the American Jewish community, stating
that the “Freedom Party,” led by Menachem
Begin, is a political party very similar in its or-
ganization, methods, political philosophy, and
social appeal for the Nazi and fascist parties.

Referring to the massacre committed by the
Jews against the Arabs in the village of Deir
Yassin, the letter stated that the (Jewish) ter-
rorists, far from being ashamed of their ac-
tion, were proud of this massacre, and spread
it widely. The Deir Yassin incident embodies
the character and actions of the Freedom Party,
headed by Begin.

In an additional description of the Freedom
Party, he described the party as containing a
mixture of extremist nationalism, religious
mysticism, and racial supremacy, and that it
bears the unmistakable character of a fascist
party that targets terrorism against Jews, Ar-
abs, and Britons alike, and that it used decep-
tion as a means.

The letter from Einstein and his compan-
ions ended by saying that America should turn
its back on Begin and not support “this latest
manifestation of fascism.”

Ten years before that letter, Einstein had
announced at the Commodore Hotel in New
York that the existence of a Jewish state with
borders and an army to protect those borders
contradicts “the basic nature of Judaism.”

As he told the Anglo-American Commis-
sion of Inquiry into the Palestinian Question
in 1946: I cannot understand why there is
a need for a Jewish state. I think it is a bad
thing.

There are many quotes about Einstein in
Fred Jerome’s book, which show the truth
about his provocative ideas about the Middle
East and his positive position on the conflict.

It appears, from current events in Israel, that
the nature of its government has not changed
much since Einstein’s time. The reason for this
is that Zionism, as a political entity, is a form
of fascism, and no political party in Israel can
be truly democratic if it promotes Zionist ideals.

a a a
e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw
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Traces of fire.

5 suffer from smoke

The Public Relations and Media Department of the
Directorate-General of Fire Department (DGFD) said
acting on information firemen from the Salmiya and
Al-Bida’a centers responded to the call and controlled
the fire, which had originated on the ground floor of a
residential building, reports Al-Rai daily.

The daily added, five people suffering from asphyx-
iation were given first aid at the site and then taken to
a hospital for treatment.

The cause of the fire and the extent of property
damage are not known. In the meantime, the authori-
ties are investigating the cause of the fire.

Contraband seized from drug addict.

Drug addict arrested

Personnel from General Traffic Department (roving
patrol) have taken into custody an unidentified per-
son for consuming drugs, reports Al-Anba daily.

The daily added, the man was found in possession
of an air weapon, narcotic pills, and pieces of hash-
ish in the Sabah Al-Ahmad residential area.

He has been handed over to the Directorate-Gen-
eral for Drugs Control.

Municipality team carries away the abandoned cars.

Abandoned cars lifted

Cleanliness campaign launched

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The hygiene de-
partment’s field teams have intensified their
inspection campaigns to monitor and rectify
hygiene violations and road occupancy across
various governorates. This initiative stems
from the directives of Engineer Saud Al-Dab-
bous, the Director General of the Municipal-
ity, emphasizing the need to activate regula-
tory bodies to enforce municipal laws, reports
Al-Rai daily.

The Public Relations Department of the
Municipality clarified that the Public Clean-
liness and Road Occupations Department of
the Al-Ahmadi Governorate Municipality
Branch conducted a comprehensive campaign
in the Al-Ahmadi Industrial Estate. The pri-
mary objectives were to enhance cleanliness
standards, clear obstacles from roads, main-
tain the general aesthetic, and discourage the
improper disposal of waste outside designated
containers.

Nawaf Al-Mutairi, the Director of the
Public Cleanliness and Road Works Depart-
ment at the Al-Ahmadi Branch, emphasized
that the intensified field campaigns aim to
monitor violators and take necessary legal
actions . He highlighted the team’s dedica-
tion to elevating cleanliness standards in
their designated areas and eliminating ele-
ments that mar the visual appeal and obstruct
roads. The department conducts regular field
tours to preserve the cultural integrity of the
governorate.

Al-Mutairi reported that the recent cam-
paign resulted in identifying 10 municipal
violations and the removal of 17 abandoned,
scrap cars. He underscored the ongoing com-
mitment of the supervisory team to conduct
field tours, emphasizing their unwaver-
ing dedication to enforcing legal measures
against those who violate public cleanliness
and road occupancy regulations.

Remove Xmas decorations
from shops — Municipality

Shopkeepers, expats perplexed

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: In a
surprising move, the Municipal-
ity has issued a directive for all
shops to pack away Christmas
decorations, bringing an unex-
pected halt to festive prepara-

tions.

The announcement has left the expa-
triate community and shopkeepers per-
plexed, as the directive means a sudden
end to the Christmas celebrations and
festive atmosphere that typically sets the
city alive at this time of year, say sources.

The surprise move comes at a time when
the businesses and individuals alike were
gearing up for the holiday season, with store
facades adorned with festive lights, orna-
ments, and Christmas trees.

The municipality’s decision has sparked a
mix of reactions, disappointment and confu-

sion among residents, who were looking for-
ward to the festive spirit after a challenging
year.

Local shop owners, who had invested time
and resources into creating attractive Christ-
mas displays, now have no choice but to com-
ply with the municipality directive.

Kuwait has been experiencing a ban on
selling Christmas decorations in shops due
to opposition from some citizens who claim
that such decorations are incompatible with
Kuwait’s customs, and traditions.

Last year the management committee of
the Avenues Mall, one of the biggest shop-
ping centers in the country, removed a huge
Christmas tree that had been put up inside the
mall after citizens complained to the Kuwait
Municipality about it.

The ban on Christmas decorations in Ku-
wait is not unique, as many other countries,
including some Muslim-majority countries,
do not officially recognize Christmas as a
public holiday.

Stick to rules, campers warned

Fine for hunting lizards, birds

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The Environmental
Police Department at the Ministry of Interior
has advised campers to adhere to the regula-
tions to avoid legal problems, reports Al-Rai
daily.

According to the department, the fine for
hunting lizards or birds of prey is KD250, while
the fine for smoking in schools, universities and
institutes ranges from KD50 to KD100.

This was announced in a panel discussion or-
ganized by Kuwait Scouts Association entitled,
“Environmental Violations and the Camping
Season”. The association hosted Major Badriya
Sa’ad and First Lieutenant Zaid Abdullah from
the Environmental Police Department. They
stressed the necessity of obtaining a camping
license from the official website of Kuwait
Municipality and pay the corresponding fee of
KD50 while the security deposit is KD100.

One of the most important conditions for
camping is the prohibition of damaging or
deteriorating the natural environment, such as
uprooting plants and harming wild animals in
the form of hunting lizards or birds of prey, as
this leads to a fine of KD250 or imprisonment.

The two officers urged the people to stay
away from the border strip, natural reserves,
and oil installations, as the license will be can-
celed in the event of a modification to the site
chosen for camping through the Municipality’s
website. They also stressed the need to adhere
to the prevention and safety regulations of Ku-
wait Firefighting Force and the Ministry of In-
terior. They said people should not dig the soil,
not place cement pours, and not burn waste and
dump it anywhere.

They also touched on maritime violations
and warned against fishing in Kuwait Bay,
unless there is a license from the concerned
authority and an entry fee of KD5, as entry
without a license costs the entrant a fine of
KD1,250, along with the seizure of the cruiser.

They stressed that the fine for smoking in
enclosed and semi-enclosed spaces, such as

Nod to request

Family Court shift

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The Ahmadi Gov-
ernorate Committee approved the request
of the Ministry of Justice to renew the Mu-
nicipal Council’s decision regarding the
reallocation of a site for the Family Court
in the Al-Egaila area, reports Al-Rai daily.

It also approved the Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs’ request to expand the
Mubarak Abdullah Al-Dabbous Mosque and
parking lots in the Fahaheel area, Sector 12.

The committee referred during its meet-
ing on Monday, to the executive branch,
the requests of the Public Authority for
Roads and Land Transport for the alloca-
tion of only 9 basins, 5 water channels,
and 4 connecting links to collect and drain
rainwater between Wafra and Qaradan, Al-
Hafirah, and Al-Fawwar to protect the Al-
Khiran area.

On the other hand, the Mubarak Al-Ka-
beer Governorate Committee in the Munic-
ipal Council approved the PART request
to modify the shape and dimensions of the
location of the rainwater collection tank,
while allocating a path to connect the tank,
in the Sabah Al-Salem area, Block 3.

schools, complexes, universities and institutes,
ranges between KD50 to KD100, wishing ev-
eryone to adhere to the instructions in the inter-
est of the public.

At the end of the discussion session, Vice
President of the Scouts Association Hussein
Al-Magseed honored the lecturers.

Team in Shuwaikh

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The price moni-
toring team, headed by Director of the
Technical Body tasked to Supervise Com-
modities and Determine Prices in the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry Faisal
Al-Ansari, conducted an inspection tour of
the wholesale and central markets in Shu-
waikh to survey the prices of meat, frozen
chicken, and other basic commodities such
as edible oil, sugar, cheese, canned beans,
lentils chickpeas and table eggs, reports Al-
Anba daily.

In a statement to the daily, Al-Ansari
confirmed that the prices of basic commod-
ities are fixed according to the list of prices
announced to consumers in the markets and

, 1o check prices

stores.

He added the administration will submit
a plan to Undersecretary Ziad Al-Najem
that includes its work during the coming
period to monitor the markets.

He said Al-Najem instructed the man-
agement of the technical body to supervise
goods and to intensify inspection tours in
all regions to survey prices and uncover
whether there are violations like raising
prices in an unjustified manner and to im-
plement the law against violators.

He pointed out that the price monitoring
team took pledges from the central markets
and stores not to raise prices and to adhere
to the announced prices.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Creating trust, transparency
can shut the door on rumors

“POLITICAL rumors pose a significant
challenge for many countries, often exerting
a considerable impact on political stability
and potentially tipping the balance in certain
situations. Universally, no country is im-
mune to the prevalence of political rumors,”
columnist Dr. Ghadeer Muhammad Asiri
wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“A recent study conducted at the Uni-
versity of Basel in Switzerland revealed
that 30% of people believe in rumors. This
underscores the global need for qualified
researchers to analyze the dissemination of
political rumors and their effects on indi-
viduals.

“Numerous
countries actively
seek to analyze and
categorize rumors
with precision, uti-
lizing them strate-
gically to manage
conflicts and their
repercussions  on
public sentiment.

“Major powers
employ electronic
communication as a
weapon to achieve political, economic, and
military objectives, manipulating people’s
emotions to influence both domestic and
international affairs. This influence can be
wielded positively or negatively, shaping
the narrative through organized means.

“Political rumors are employed as a
weapon by countries or foreign policies, of-
ten involving financial incentives or official
documents to sway individuals.

“This strategy may extend to the ac-
quisition of media outlets, electronic
platforms, and programming, influencing
public opinion in specific directions. The
objectives behind such tactics may range
from undermining national unity to pro-
moting ideological conflicts, bias, and fa-
naticism, disrupting peaceful coexistence
and societal stability.

“The destructive nature of political ru-
mors becomes evident in their efforts to
dismantle the state of peace and societal
coexistence. They aim to induce psy-
chological instability among citizens by
generating doubt and distrust through the
dissemination of hypothetical scenarios.
Kuwait, undergoing political changes akin
to its neighbors, faces an influx of political
rumors, exacerbated by a unique space of
freedom.

“While official statements caution
against the spread of misinformation, the
absence of a proactive official body in com-
municating changes swiftly contributes to
citizens relying on potentially inaccurate
sources, such as WhatsApp or other elec-
tronic communication programs.

“To address this challenge, solutions are
imperative to provide citizens with real-
time and accurate information, acknowl-
edging their right to access pertinent and
trustworthy data affecting their lives. The
state must prioritize creating trust, aware-
ness, and transparency by disseminating au-
thentic information that aligns with citizens’
concerns.

“Leveraging official media institutions
becomes crucial in this context, as they
serve as authoritative sources for correct,
prompt, and transparent information.

“The constitution emphasizes the vital
connection between citizens and the state,
underscoring the need for transparency in
conveying facts to ensure stability and pros-
perity for the nation’s future, thereby dimin-
ishing reliance on false rumors in the pursuit
of information.”

o
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Dr. Ghadeer Asiri

Also:

“The Israeli state’s policy towards Syria
is unequivocal and well-known, consider-
ing Syria as a primary target due to its per-
ceived role as the tip of the spear against the
occupying state. Since the establishment of
the Israeli entity, Syria’s stability and its re-
sistance to occupation have marked it as a
key focus. Over the years, the Israeli state
has targeted the airport and its vicinity, often
claiming the presence of Iranian weapons or
forces as a pretext for its attacks,” columnist
Fakhri Hashem Al-Sayyid Rajab wrote
for Al-Qabas daily.

“These strikes, particularly on the airport,
have intensified, with periods of it being
rendered non-operational. After the Gaza
War, the Israeli state not only targeted the
airport but also struck military barracks in
the southern part of the country. The final
blow to the airport occurred thirty-five days
after its initial disablement, leading to a halt
in flights, including those at Aleppo Interna-
tional Airport.

“The Israeli state remains steadfast in
its obstructionist approach. The official

spokesperson, Avichai Adraee, issued a
warning, declaring that any act of sabotage
against Israel would be met with an iron fist,
exempting no warnings.

“In response, Syria issued a statement
through its Foreign Ministry, cautioning the
Israeli state about the consequences of these
attacks on Syria, Palestine, and southern
Lebanon. Syria vowed that the occupying
state would pay the price for its reckless-
ness.

“The Israeli state’s interest in disrupting
the airport is rooted in its belief that Iranian
weapons enter Syria through this route.
Even if this hypothesis were valid, the ques-
tion arises: does this legitimize the actions
of the occupying state?

“Amidst the complexities of the Syrian
reality, where the nation battles occupiers in
the north and east, there is a strange regional
silence and occasional support for the oc-
cupier. The perplexing situations prompt
questions without clear answers.

“Why doesn’t Syria reciprocate? The
truth contradicts the Israeli state’s claims,
as the notion of weapons passing through
Damascus International Airport is deemed
false. The real objective is to eliminate the
axis of resistance, with Damascus at its
core.

“Since the last third of 2022, attempts to
disrupt Damascus Airport have increased,
coinciding with a rise in movement and
visitors to the city. The Israeli state even tar-
gets United Nations planes delivering aid,
showing a willingness to exacerbate Syrian
suffering amid the economic blockade.

“The future remains uncertain, with
many in the nation left in a state of anticipa-
tion, unsure of the direction events will take
and who will emerge victorious or defeated
in a reality filled with contradictions and
variables. The destiny of many in this na-
tion seems to be one of waiting.”
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“Nawaf ... our great love. For those who
know us, or who do not know us, we are the
people of the beloved State of Kuwait. We
Kuwaitis differ among ourselves on many
matters, but we all agree on two constant
things: the love of Kuwait and the love of
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, may God protect
and preserve him,” columnist Talal Al-
Saeed wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“We in Kuwait do not have declared
parties, but every citizen or every group of
citizens who represent a party themselves,
has their own point of view that they defend
strongly, and some of us try to impose our
point of view on others!

“Yes, there are undeclared parties, some
of which are managed from abroad, and
there are disputes and disagreements that
have a beginning and no end, but what is
certain is that we all come together in love
for Kuwait, and love for His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, may God
protect and preserve this great leader who
enjoys an unparalleled popular support.
It is unprecedented and no country in the
world has witnessed it. The young before
the old, the woman and the man, without
exception, all unite in their love for the
Amir, the leader, the humanitarian father,
who imposed his love and respect on ev-
eryone, believing in God Almighty, fear-
ing God Almighty for himself and for his
people.

“He has a great character and a thank-
ful, witty tongue. He puts his interlocutors
to shame with his extreme humility and
fragrant conduct. It is not only the Ku-
waitis who love him, but even the expatri-
ate brothers residing on the land of Kuwait
who have the same feelings for the Amir,
may God protect him. As for the people of
Kuwait, there is no Kuwaiti family that does
not know this great personality closely, and
even feels that he is a caring father for the
one who loves him and he loves in return.

“This is an unprecedented consensus on
the love and respect of Nawaf Al-Khair,
who has white hands, a big heart and clear
patriotic stances. Therefore, you find every-
one on the land of Kuwait sincerely praying
for his speedy recovery.

“Oh God, you know that our human
prince is fair to us and loved by us. Oh God,
hasten his recovery and grant him good
health and well-being.

“We call on you by your greatest name,
by which if we call on you, you respond, to
remove all harm from Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad, return him to his people unharmed,
and reward him on our behalf with the best
reward in this world and the hereafter. From
us is sincere supplication, and from you,
Glory be to You, is the answer, and our last
supplication is praise be to God, Lord of the
worlds.”

— Compiled by Mai Elsoukary
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Minister issues regulation to set up
cos to huild cities, residential areas

MPW inks deal for maintenance of service sectors, roads

By Abdul Nasser Al-Aslami
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5:
The Minister of Justice
and the Minister of State
for Housing Affairs Faleh
Al-Ragba issued resolu-
tion No. 138/2023 regard-
ing the issuance of the
executive regulations of
law No. 118/2023 for the
establish-
ment of
companies
to  build
cities and
residential
areas and
develop
them eco-

nomically.

In a press
statement issued Sunday, the
Public Authority for Housing
Welfare (PAHW) said the deci-
sion included a set of steps that
contribute to implementing the
various articles of the law, in
response to Article 39 of the law,
which stipulates the necessity of
issuing the executive regulations
of the aforementioned law from
the concerned minister.

PAHW explained that the new
regulations focus on identifying
aspects of cooperation and partner-
ship with the private sector, and ben-
efiting from the law and turning it
into reality, by launching a series of
projects that provide housing care, in
support of the development visions
and plans of the Council of Ministers.

The regulations include 16 chap-
ters with 84 legal articles that

Al-Ragba

Council’s panel okays PART request

Bid to modify shape, dimensions
of ‘rainwater’ collection tank site

By Inass Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Committee
of the Municipal Council, dur-
ing its meeting headed by Nas-
sar Al-Azmi, Sunday, approved
the request of the Public Author-
ity for Roads and Transportation
(PART) to modify the shape and
dimensions of the site of a rain-
water collection tank on an area
of 7,898.5 square meters, and

to allocate a path to connect the
tank in Sabah Al-Salem Block 3
in Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governo-
rate.

The committee also approved
the request of a Kuwaiti citizen to
amend the regulatory status of the
plot she owns in Abu Fatira.

The committee referred to the
technical committee the request of
the Public Authority for Industry
to allocate a site to establish a sta-
tion for treating liquid industrial
waste in Subhan.

Meanwhile, the Ahmadi Gover-
norate Committee of the Munici-
pal Council, during its meeting
headed by Nassar bin Muhaini,
approved the request of the Min-
istry of Justice regarding the re-
allocation of a site for the Fam-
ily Court in Egaila in the Ahmadi
Governorate, and the request of
the Ministry of Awgqaf and Islam-
ic Affairs to expand the Mubarak
Abdullah Al-Dabbous Mosque’s
parking area in Fahaheel Block
12.

cover the mechanism for imple-
menting housing projects, either
in the form of a city or an area.
They will enter into force immedi-
ately upon their publication in the
official gazette.

The articles of the regulations
also cover projects from the time
they are an idea until the comple-
tion of their presentation, then
select the winning investor, and
establish a public joint-stock com-
pany, as the case may be.

Accurately

The regulations touched on how to
implement projects, their quality, and
work items accurately, while guaran-
teeing the rights of those entitled to
housing care and beneficiaries, as
well as the duties and obligations of
the company in operating, managing,
and maintaining the project until the
end of the contract period.

The regulations contain a number
of procedures related to re-introduc-

ing projects after the end of the
contract period of the companies
benefiting from them, in addition to
regulating the building regulations
and issuing their licenses.

PAHW is continuing to cooper-
ate and partner with various agen-
cies in the country to achieve more
steps that contribute to providing
housing care for citizens and
increasing its size in line with the
country’s development plan.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Public Works has signed a contract
for the maintenance of service sec-
tors, roads and squares of State
institutions in the Farwaniya,
Capital and Jahra governorates
(contract number QS/T/453) with
an undisclosed company valued at
KD1.7 million, reports Al-Anba
daily quoting reliable sources.

Sources said the contract period
is 1,095 days and this tender was
awarded to the winning company
on Jan 18 in order to comply with

the technical conditions and specifi-
cations as per the approval of the
concerned authorities.

According to the terms of the
contract, the contractor is obligated
to complete the work in accordance
with the conditions stipulated there-
in. The contractor is also obligated
to guarantee and maintain the works
that are the subject of this contract
for a period of 1,825 days from the
date specified in the initial hando-
ver certificate.

Before concluding the con-
tract, the contractor submitted to
the ministry the final insurance
equal to 15 percent of the total
value of the contract and this
insurance is valid for 3,010 days
from the date of its issuance and
throughout the period of comple-
tion of the work, including the
warranty for maintenance period,
plus three months, as insurance
and guarantee for the implemen-
tation of the contract.
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HH Crown Prince, PM send greetings

HH the Amir congratulates
Thailand on ‘National Day’

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA):
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent,
Tuesday, a cable of congratulations
to King Vajiralongkorn of Thailand
on his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness wished
King Vajiralongkorn good health and
wellbeing, his country and the people
of Thailand progress and prosperity.

Meanwhile, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable

of congratulation to King Vajiralong-
korn on his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness Sheikh
Mishal wished King Vajiralongkorn
good health and wellbeing, his coun-
try and the people of Thailand pro-
gress and prosperity.

Also, His Highness the Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable
of congratulation to King Vajira-
longkorn on his country’s National
Day.

KUNA photo

Part of the participation of the KRCS delegation in the forum.

Al-Zaid participates in Doha forum

Volunteering work vital, stresses KRCS

DOHA, Dec 5, (KUNA): Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) has stressed
the importance of developing and
strengthening work in the volunteer
and relief fields in communities, refin-
ing them through participation in spe-
cialized forums.

This came in a statement made by
the Director of Public Relations and
Media Department at KRCS Khaled
Al-Zaid to KUNA on the sidelines of
participation in the Fourth Gulf
Voluntary Work Forum for Red
Crescent societies from the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) coun-
tries, which Doha is hosting for two
days.

In the forum, volunteers will partici-
pate in exchanging experiences
between them, he said, indicating its
importance in highlighting capabilities
and talents in the fields of volunteer
and relief work.

The volunteers presented KRCS’
vision regarding plans for volunteers in
dealing with disasters and emergency
crises and their efforts in relief work,
Al-Zaid pointed out.

He stated that International Volunteer
Day falls on December 5 yearly, which
comes in honor of volunteers and in
recognition of the great humanitarian
services they provide to local commu-
nities everywhere.

= -_1 . s |

Al-Bazzaz standing in front of a model of a ‘dhow’.

‘Building dhows one of oldest crafts’

Kuwaiti retirees master handicrafts
making amid govt encouragement

By Fawaz Karami

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA):
Hussein Al-Bazzaz carefully examined
an unfinished statuette of a wooden
dhow, the “Kuwaiti Al-boom,” relish-
ing the moments of gazing at the prod-
uct of meticulous work that had lasted
for a month and a half and now deco-
rated center of his diwaniah.

The 74-year-old Kuwaiti craftsman,
Bu Waleed, said in an interview with
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that
building dhows is one of the oldest
Kuwaiti crafts and has remained a sym-
bol of prosperous trade in the old times
and ancestors’ skills both in commerce
and handwork.

Nowadays, building the wooden
boats, “Al-Gallafa,” is a craft on the
verge of extinction and has become a
hobby for some retirees, such as Bu
Waleed who spends much of his time
in constructing small figures of the
dhows.

On a recent government resolution to
back up Kuwaiti craftsmen and work-
ers, namely the young ones, Bu Waleed
said that maintaining traditional pro-
fessions needs more than financial sup-
port because only a countable number
of Kuwaitis are practicing the crafts.

He called for establishing special
workshops, securing sufficient support
for the young citizens willing to turn
into artisans and engaging government
institutions, citing as a successful
example the training of inmates at the
central prison on some crafts.

Bu Waleed said that he had met
many young Kuwaiti artisans who
practice the traditional handworks, in

addition to their jobs, however they
would need government incubation
and care to render these works a reli-
able source of income.

Salman Boland, President of the
Kuwaiti  Craftsmen  Association,
echoed Bu Waleed’s hope that the gov-
ernment support would eventually
develop to render the crafts a sustain-
able source of income for the skilled
juniors.

Up to 200 handworks disappeared
after the oil discovery and many others
would follow, Boland said, noting that
the crafts’ products are only promoted
and sold at exhibitions, popular mar-
kets and even through personal
acquaintances.

The handcraft requires a lot of time,
effort and high costs in addition to dif-
ficulties in selling the products, thus
government intervention is very much
needed to save them, Boland said, sug-
gesting that the relevant authorities
organize training courses for the young
craftsmen, specialize pavilions for their
works at exhibitions and organize
workshops.

In some Gulf countries, authorities
have allocated plots of lands and booths
for craftsmen and craftswomen in
exchange for token fees. Moreover, the
craftsmen are allowed to sell their
items at airports, where majority of the
clients are tourists interested in carry-
ing souvenirs with them back home.

The ancestors-created handworks are
honorable professions that maintain the
national identity and heritage, he said,
alluding in part to the making of
“bishts” and “sadu” weaving in addi-
tion to pottery and gold works.
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Ministry plans to implement e-messaging system in all sectors

MoC launches nomination of applicants for supervisory posts

Vietnam-Kuwait ties strong and sturdy: envoy

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Vietnamese
Ambassador to Kuwait Ngo Thuan
Thang has affirmed that the Viet-
namese-Kuwaiti relations are strong
and sturdy, as they were built on sol-
id foundations of friendship, mutual
respect and joint cooperation, reports
Al-Anba daily.

In an exclusive interview with the
daily, he highlighted the develop-
ment of bilateral relations at all lev-
els and various areas of cooperation.
He said Kuwait, with its pioneering
and balanced diplomacy, plays a
vital role regionally and internation-
ally in resolving crises and bringing
peace.

He revealed that Kuwait and Viet-
nam signed more than 10 agreements
and memorandums of understanding

(MoUs) governing bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries and
form the legal framework for them.

. g He added that
r Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic
Development
(KFAED) has fi-
nanced 18 infra-
structure projects
in Vietnam at a
total cost of $200
million.

He said the
total volume of
trade exchange
between the two countries reached
$5.5 billion last year, while the total
volume of Kuwaiti government in-
vestments in the Nghe Son refinery

Ngo Thang

and petrochemical complex project
amounted to $3.5 billion.

He confirmed that his country
has enormous potential in the agri-
cultural production sector and can
form a distinguished partnership
with Kuwait in the field of food
security. He added the next round
of political consultations between
the two countries at the ministe-
rial level will be held in Kuwait
next year.

He pointed out that the political
scene in the region is very complex,
with many hot spots affecting se-
curity and safety and cause people
to suffer. “I hope that security and
peace will return to the region and
that it will enjoy calm and more sta-
bility,” he concluded.

‘Al could

Continued from Page 1

public institutions participated in the
event showcasing their different appli-
cations of Al

Professor Al-Dhafiri expressed the
important role Al plays across many
fields in everyday life, the medical
field being one of them.

He said he believes that the positive
impact of Al can be found in the
potential it holds and the capacity it
has to be developed to serve the medi-
cal professionals in treating patients
surgically or help in diagnosing sick
people.

KUNA participated in the KU event
showcasing its new Smart Oasis, an
innovative new unit seamlessly merg-
es the realms of Artificial Intelligence
and Journalism, where a team of adept
professionals harness the power of Al
to elevate journalistic practices, ensur-
ing the delivery of timely, accurate,
and contextually rich content.

Audit Bureau

Continued from Page 1

Health-related cases were the most
numerous, reaching 1,062, with an
estimated value of KD one billion
(USD three billion). Al-Hajeri noted
that the bureau either approved, condi-
tionally blessed, or renewed approval
for 1,415 cases, totaling around KD
2.2 billion (USD 7.1 billion).

Furthermore, Al-Hajeri mentioned
that the Diwan rejected 768 cases
worth KD 458 million (USD 1.4 bil-
lion) due to non-compliance with
specified terms. Additionally, 73 cases
were outright turned down, with an
estimated value of KD 520 million
(USD 1.6 billion).

Kuwait committed

Continued from Page 1

He pointed out to the vision of His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
in reaching Carbon neutrality by 2060,
especially with major projects in this
field within Kuwait’s development
plan and the Sustainable environment
program.

Such projects includes, producing
electricity from renewable energy,
protecting environmental areas, build-
ing smart and green residential cities,
as well as oil sector projects repre-
sented in producing electricity using
solar energy such as (Sidrah 500) proj-
ect.

Kuwait is keen in improving its
environmental performance to become
one of the leading countries in this
field despite environmental and cli-
mate challenges, the Kuwaiti official
concluded.

Manila delegation

Continued from Page 1

According to the source, Philippine
Ambassador to Kuwait Jose Cabrera
will soon meet with Assistant Secretary
of State for Asian Affairs Ambassador
Samih Gohar Hayat to tackle the labor
file, in addition to discussions with
other concerned parties.

Philippine  President  Ferdinand
Marcos Jr announced on Oct 21 that
the ban on sending Filipino workers to
Kuwait would be lifted soon.

The Philippine media, including
Philippine Star Newspaper and CNN
Philippines, quoted the Philippine
president as saying upon his return
from the ASEAN and Gulf Cooperation
Council Summit held in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia that “they discussed relations
between Kuwait and the Philippines
on the sidelines of the summit.”

MP submits

Continued from Page 1

Third Constituency: 153,868 vot-
ers consisting of Sharq, Damascus,
Matabah, Dasman, Beneid Al-Gar,
Deiya, Shaab, Failakah, Hawally,
Nugra, Maidan Hawally, Salmiya,
Morgan, Abdullah Al-Salem neigh-
borhood, Qiblah, Shuwaikh, Shamiya,
Qadsiya, Mansouriya, Faiha, Nuzhah,
Kaifan, Rawda, Adailiya, Jabriya,
Surrah, Khaldiya, Qurtobah and
Yarmouk.

Fourth Constituency: 169,081 vot-
ers consisting of Farwaniya, Firdous,
Omariya, Rabia, Regae, Andalus,
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, Sabah Al-Nasser
neighborhood, Shaddadiya, Saied
Al-Awazem, Rehab, Ardhiya,
Ishbeliya, Abdullah Mubarak, West

Abdullah Mubarak, South Abdullah
Mubarak, Abraq Khaitan, Khaitan,
Salaam, Seddiq, Haitteen, Shuhadah
and Zahraa.

Fifth Constituency: 138,156 voters

consisting of Sulaibikhat, Doha,
Northwest ~ Sulaibikhat, ~Gharnata,
Jaber Al-Ahmad City, Shuwaikh

Health District, Shuwaikh Industrial
Area, Nahdha, Qairawan, Sulaibiya,
Saad Al-Abdullah City, Jahra, Oyoun,
Naseem, Qasr, Taima’a and Waha.

MPs Jenan Bu Shehri, Abdullah
Al-Anbai, Osama Al-Shaheen and
Mubarak Al-Tasha submitted a bill on
amending Article Six of law number
24/1962 regarding clubs and public
profit organizations. The bill states
that the aforementioned article will be
replaced as follows: “Clubs and public
profit organizations are banned from
interfering in religious disputes. They
should not instigate sectarian or racist
disputes.” The current article bans
public profit organizations and clubs
from interfering in political disputes.

Bushehri pointed out that the bill is
aimed at providing more freedom to
civil society organizations.

On the other hand, the Legal and
Legislative Affairs Committee on
Tuesday discussed the bills on reform-
ing the constituencies and amending
Penal Code number  16/1960.
Representatives of the Ministry of
Interior, Ministry of Justice and the
Public Prosecution attended the com-
mittee meeting.

The Budgets and Final Accounts
Committee deliberated on the budget
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
fiscal 2022/2023 and the comments of
State Audit Bureau (SAB) on its final
account. It also discussed the com-
ments of the Bureau of Financial
Controllers (BFC) on the budget of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for fiscal
2022/ 2023. Representatives of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry
of Finance, SAB, BFC, Civil Service
Commission (CSC) and Central
Agency for Public Tenders (CAPT)
attended the meeting.

The Public Funds Protection
Committee continued its discussion on
the Kuwait Army Fund case and issues
concerning the overseas military offic-
es under the Ministry of Defense.
Senior officials at the Ministry of
Defense and representatives of SAB
attended the meeting.

On the other hand, MP Abdulkareem
Al Kandari forwarded queries to all
ministers about the procedures they
have adopted to respond to the com-
ments of the State Audit Bureau
(SAB). He wants to know the number
of comments included in SAB’s
reports from fiscal 2018/2019 to
2022/2023 that were not addressed
immediately or within the same fiscal
year, comments that were not
addressed because of overlapping
functions with other institutions, if
those responsible for the comments
were referred to the Public Prosecution,
number of financial violations that
SAB recorded against the ministries
and their subsidiaries in the last five
years, if committees were formed to
investigate these violations, recom-
mendations and conclusions of the
committees if the response is in the
affirmative, copies of decisions issued
by the concerned minister, undersecre-
tary or assistant undersecretary to
implement the recommendations of
investigation committees, number of
comments recorded by SAB against
the ministries and their subsidiaries
from fiscal 2018/2019 to fiscal
2022/2023 which were addressed,
number of those not addressed till
date, number of repeated comments, if
senior officials in the ministries dis-
cussed the comments with SAB offi-
cials, and copies of the minutes of such
meetings if the answer is ‘yes’.

In another development, MP
Dawoud Maarefi has launched an
attack on Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Scientific
Research Adel Al-Manea; describing
him as “a formal minister who lacks
the capability to manage the ministry
and whose decisions are not consid-
ered by some departments.”

He wonders how HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah chooses
his ministers and how an official who
lacks the required leadership qualities
is appointed to a leadership position.
He said he received several complaints
from citizens about the problems they
have encountered at the ministry; indi-
cating that his tasks as a lawmaker do
not include the functions of the minis-
ter and his senior officials.

He revealed the Coordination
Department at the Ministry of
Education did not consider the family
conditions or traffic jams when it
assigned teachers to schools; as a
teacher who resides in Bayan or
Mishref was assigned to a school in
Jahra. He added this departmentis sim-
ply ignoring the directives of
Al-Manea.

He added the Accreditation

Department at the Ministry of Higher
Education uses double standards in
dealing with academic certificates; cit-
ing as an example two individuals who
hold the same certificates, but one was
accredited while the other was reject-
ed. He claimed this department treats
individuals like criminals. He then
urged the minister to “address the
shortcomings or resign.”

Al-Manea has been subjected to a
series of parliamentary queries, which
seem to support the allegation that a
grilling motion will be filed against
him soon.

National Assembly Deputy Speaker
Muhammad Al-Mutair forwarded the
same queries to Minister of Finance
Fahd Al-Jarallah and Minister of
Electricity, Water and Renewable
Energy and acting Minister of Public
Works Jassem Al-Ostad. Before start-
ing his queries, the lawmaker high-
lighted the importance of the establish-
ment of Terminal Two (T2) and its
essential role in realizing the Kuwait
2035 vision and transforming the
country into an international financial
center. He pointed out that despite its
utmost importance, the project has
been delayed and the total cost
increased by almost KD2 million. He
disclosed that some parties like Jazeera
Airways are manipulating State prop-
erties by allocating land for the estab-
lishment of its own Terminal Six (T6),
as mentioned in the meeting held on
Nov 7, 2023 by the investment ana-
lysts at Jazeera Airways; while the
chairman of Kuwait  Airways
Corporation (KAC) said the national
carrier will provide services at T2
without additional advantages.

Thus, Al-Mutair asked the two min-
isters to provide him with copies of all
relevant correspondences, including
the approvals of concerned institutions
on the allocation of land for Jazeera
Airways; economic and operative
effects of not allowing Jazeera
Airways flights at T2 which constitute
roughly 30 percent of the Kuwaiti air
transportation market. He quoted the
KAC chairman as saying that half of
the revenues of Jazeera Airways come
from its investment in Terminal Five
(T5); so he wants to know the legal
basis for Jazeera Airways to obtain
such revenues, if any. He added the
KAC chairman also revealed that
Jazeera Airways is getting more privi-
leges than KAC, because of certain
official ~decisions. Therefore, he
inquired about all the privileges grant-
ed to Jazeera Airways compared to
that of KAC; as well as all the fees
collected from the passengers of
Jazeera Airways, either directly or
indirectly.

Summit seeks

Continued from Page 1

in the shadow of the unprecedented
and dangerous tragedy and humanitar-
ian catastrophe resulting from the
Israeli aggression on the Palestinian
people.

Addressing the summit inaugural
session, the Amir said the Israeli occu-
piers breached in the occupied
Palestine all humanitarian, moralistic
and religious norms and values.

Regretfully and in spite of the scope
of the “crime and the wide-spread pro-
tests throughout the world, some offi-
cial quarters continue to neglect the
Palestinian people’s calls for a cease-
fire,” he said.

He was alluding to the ongoing
Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip that
began more than 55 days ago, claiming
nearly 16,000 lives among the Gazans.

“It is shameful that the international
community has allowed this brazen
crime to proceed for nearly two months,
with systematic killing of the innocent
and the unarmed namely children and
women,” the Qatari Amir said.

The aggressors have targeted the
infrastructure in Gaza, cut off power
and water supplies, stopped entry of
medicines, demolished hospitals,
mosques and key installations in the
enclave. “All this has been done at the
pretext of self defense although the
occupation cannot be justified as such
according the international laws.”

The Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim
said peoples throughout the world
“have been wondering what is the
meaning of the term international
community. Why it has turned its back
to the killing of the children in
Palestine ...”

“The international legitimacy may
become a victom of this barbaric war.”

Qatar that had mediated a truce in
the past was ready to renew it “but
truces are not alternative to a compre-
hensive cease-fire,” the Qatari Amir
said.

He expressed hope that the GCC
leaders at the summit would succeed
in bolstering the joint Gulf action and
meet aspirations of the GCC peoples.

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The Minis-
try of Communications recently an-
nounced the start of the nomination
process for supervisory positions in all
sectors from those who had not previ-
ously applied, in accordance with the
regulations accompanying resolution
No. 184/2023.

The ministry invited those wishing
to submit an application to visit the
Administrative Affairs Department in

Shuwaikh - Building No. 2, floor 3,
Employment Affairs Department dur-
ing the period scheduled to receive ap-
plications, which is from December 4
to December 14.

Meanwhile, informed sources in
the ministry revealed a tendency to-
wards implementing the electronic
messaging system in all its sectors
for sending internal letters between
sectors and departments, as this will
contribute to avoiding delays and
slowness in the documentary cycle
that disrupts the work mechanism

within the ministry.

The sources explained that elec-
tronic correspondence will enable the
ministry to respond to all letters and
correspondence received to and from
other government agencies, especially
with the regulatory authorities, includ-
ing the Financial Controllers Bureau
and the State Audit Bureau.

They affirmed that the ministry pro-
vides full support to the bureau’s team
to enable it to complete all the docu-
ments and send the information it re-
quests.

Decree issued to amend
retirement pension law

PADA chief hails nod to amending law

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5:
A decree has been issued
amending the Retirement
Pension and Benefits for
Military Personnel Law,
which stipulates the mini-
mum retirement pension
for those supporting seven
children or more shall be
KD1,615 based on the total
pension, contributions and
due increments; regardless
of the year of their determi-
nation, name and the party
bearing them, reports Al-
Anba daily.

The amendment stipulates that
through the decision of the con-
cerned minister and after the ap-
proval of the board of firectors of
the Public Institution for Social Se-
curity (PIFSS); the minimum pen-
sion of other retirees is KD1,010
for a single woman; KD1,126 for
a married person with no depend-
ents; KD1,196 for a person sup-
porting one child; KD1,265 for
a person who supports two chil-
dren; KD1,335 for someone who
has three children; KD1,405 for
someone who has four children;
KD1,475 for someone who has five
children and KD1,545 for some-
one who supports six children.

The decision also specifies the
rules and conditions for the subsidy
and the consequences of changing
the social status of the pensioner in
terms of continuing to disburse the
amount of the increase of the mini-
mum or modifying it. The decision
may be issued by the minister in case
of the absence of the board of direc-
tors, provided that it is presented at
the first meeting.

The decree allows the minimum
limit for retirement pensions to be
amended upward by a decision of
the minister after the approval of the
board of directors. The decree stipu-
lates that in all cases, what is due in
accordance with the amended provi-
sions of Article Seven may not be
less than what is due before the date
it takes effect and PIFSS shall bear
the financial burdens resulting from
the application of the provisions of
this law.

Meanwhile, the Director General
of the Public Authority for Disabled
Affairs (PADA) Al-Humaidi Al-
Mutairi expressed his happiness over
the approval of some amendments to
Disabled Affairs Law No. 8/2010,
reports Al-Anba daily.

As per the directives of His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad and Min-
ister of Social, Family and Child-
hood Affairs Sheikh Firas Al-Saud;
the country focuses on comprehen-
sive care for people with disabilities.
The amendments are aimed at sup-
porting those taking care of people
with disabilities and the handicapped
themselves to provide them with a
decent life, Al-Mutairi disclosed.

On the other hand, Al-Mutairi
confirmed that the concerned entities
like the Activities and Media De-
partment in welfare homes affiliated
with the Medical, Psychological and
Social Services Sector; and welfare
homes and the Vocational Rehabili-
tation Department affiliated with the
Educational and Rehabilitation Ser-
vices Sector at PADA will organize
the celebration of the International
Day of Persons with Disabilities
with the theme, “I Am Talented”, at
the Avenues Mall on Dec 7.

He said this event will highlight
the importance of the role of the
disabled, their skills and abilities,
ways to integrate them into society,
identify the outcomes of integration,
activate and employ them in devel-
oping society and raise their status
economically, socially and psycho-
logically.

In addition, Deputy Director Gen-
eral of Educational and Rehabilitation
Services and the authority’s official
spokesman Mubarak Al-Badah re-
vealed that Kuwait is one of the first
countries that paid attention to persons
with disabilities. He said this has been
demonstrated since the 1950s through
the establishment of facilities for peo-
ple with disabilities, including schools
and public benefit associations special-
izing in people with disabilities, in ad-
dition to issuing laws guaranteeing a
decent life for them.

Ties developed ‘drastically’

Kuwait ambassador to Russia
presents ‘credentials’ to Putin

MOSCOW, Dec 5, (KUNA): Kuwait’s
new Ambassador
to Russia Rashid
Al-Adwani on
Monday pre-
sented his cre-
dentials to the
Russian President
Vladimir Putin at
the Kremlin Pal-
ace. During the
ceremonial occa-
sion of presenting
diplomatic ~ cre-
dentials, the web-
site of the Russian Presidential Admin-

Al-Adwani

istration evoked Putin saying, “relations
between Russia and Kuwait have devel-
oped drastically” while also pointing to
the importance of developing bilateral
cooperation in the economic sector.

He also mentioned how prominent
the strengthening of political rela-
tions is, especially in terms of foreign
policy, explaining that cooperation
is based on the convergence of views
encompassing a range of regional and
international issues.

As both countries are working to-
wards coordinating stances on the en-
ergy sector bearing in mind Kuwait’s
an OPEC member, he added.

Top and above: Some photos from the event.

AlIU and Amideast to promote private
sector career opportunities in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: American
International University (AIU) is
pleased to announce its collaboration
with Amideast to host a dynamic event
entitled: “Future Pathways — Careers
& Opportunities in the Private Sector.”
Joined by senior leadership members
of the HSBC Kuwait team, the event
aligns with AIU’s mission to foster the
development of future leaders and pro-
vide an authentic American education-
al experience in Kuwait.

AIU believes in offering its stu-
dents exposure to diverse industries,
and this event underscores the uni-
versity’s commitment to enriching
the educational journey for its stu-
dents. By collaborating  with
Amideast to bring the HSBC team to
campus, AIU aims to provide stu-
dents with invaluable and exclusive
insights into the dynamic world of
banking and finance, along with
prime networking opportunities.

Dr. Michael Pishko, President of
AlIU, expressed enthusiasm about the
collaboration, stating, “AlU is excited
to welcome HSBC Bank Middle East
Limited — Kuwait CEO and other
executives to campus. Their engage-
ment with our students shows a real
commitment by HSBC to develop the
next generation of Kuwaiti banking
and finance leaders.”

The event will feature a panel dis-
cussion moderated by Mr. Samer
Alabed, Chief Executive Officer of
HSBC Bank Middle East Limited —
Kuwait, along with senior speakers
from HSBC, including Mr. Leith
Ashkanani — Head of Regulatory
Conduct, Mr. Bader Alsalem — Head
of Global Markets, and Ms. Ruqaya Al
Naqi — Head of Operations, Security
Services. The panelists will share their
career paths and achievements, shed-

One more photo from the event.

ding light on the benefits and diverse
employment possibilities in HSBC and
the private sector.

“We value the collaboration with
Amideast for creating learning oppor-
tunities for the next generation of
Kuwaiti business leaders,” remarked
Mr. Samer Alabed, Chief Executive
Officer of HSBC Bank Middle East
Limited — Kuwait.

Ms. Samar Khleif, Country Director
for Amideast, Kuwait, expressed pride
in the partnership, stating, “Thanks to
the support provided by HSBC Bank
Middle East Limited — Kuwait, we
hope that the students will continue to
benefit from the information and guid-
ance to enhance and develop their
career opportunities and future growth

prospects.”
The event is a testament to the col-
laborative  efforts of  American

International University and industry
leaders working together to shape the
future of Kuwait’s workforce. The col-
laborative effort between AIU, HSBC
Bank Middle East Limited — Kuwait
Branch, and Amideast supports
Kuwait’s Vision 2035 by encouraging
more Kuwaitis to explore and pursue
careers in the private sector.
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Freezing rain kills 3

UK unveils rules to
‘cut’ net migration

LONDON, Dec 5, (AP): The British government an-
nounced tough new immigration rules Monday that it
says will reduce the number of people able to move to
the U.K. each year by hundreds of thousands.

Home Secretary James Cleverly said he was tak-
ing “robust action” to lower authorized immigration,
which hit a record level of almost 750,000 people
in 2022. Critics said the moves would leave over-
stretched sectors like health and social care at a break-
ing point.

Under the new rules, immigrants will have to earn
more to get a work visa and will find it harder to bring
family members to the U.K.

Cleverly said that from the spring of 2024, prospec-
tive immigrants will have to
earn 38,700 pounds ($48,900)
to get a skilled worker visa, up
from 26,200 pounds ($33,000)
now. British citizens who want
to bring their foreign spouse
to Britain will have to earn the
same amount - almost double
the current threshold.

Health and social care, sec-
tors that are highly reliant on
immigrant staff, are exempt
from the salary rule. But care
workers from overseas will no
longer be able to bring dependent relatives with them
to Britain, leading to concerns in the industry that
fewer will want to come.

The government also said it would scrap a rule that
lets employers in sectors on a “shortage occupation
list” pay immigrant workers 20% less than U.K. citi-
zens.

Cleverly

g a Q

Freezing rain Kills 3: Freezing rain and cold weather
buffeting Germany were blamed for traffic accidents
that left three dead on Tuesday while Munich Airport
temporarily suspended flights.

One student was killed in a crash involving a school
bus in the Erzgebirge mountains in the eastern Ger-
man state of Saxony, police said. At least 10 other
schoolchildren were taken to a hospital. Two adults,
including the bus driver, were seriously injured.

The bus skidded into the side of a winter road main-
tenance vehicle in Sehmatal county near the Czech
border, German news agency dpa reported. It then
crashed head-on into a tree and and the impact was
so strong that it completely destroyed the front of the
vehicle.

In Munich, all flights were either canceled or post-
poned between 6 a.m. and noon (0500-1100 GMT),
with the airport warning that many flights scheduled
for later in the day might also be affected by the severe
weather conditions.

g o Q

Russian shelling hits city, killing 2: Russian artil-
lery struck the southern Ukrainian city of Kherson on
Tuesday morning, local officials said, killing at least
two people in the street as the 21-month war drags into
another winter.

Regional Gov. Oleksandr Prokudin posted a video
of the attack’s aftermath, showing two bodies in a city
center street and blood near holes in the road caused
by the shelling.

“The medics who arrived promptly at the scene
could only declare their deaths,” Prokudin said of the
victims on Telegram.

The head of the Kherson city administration, Ro-
man Mrochko, added that a medical facility also was
struck, wounding two medics.

g 4 Q

Heavy snowfall hits Moscow: Heavy snowfall has
hit the Russian capital, disrupting traffic on roads and
flights in and out of three Moscow airports, officials
and media reported on Monday.

The snowfall that began Sunday and continued
overnight has brought an additional 23 centimeters
(nine inches) to already high levels of snow in Mos-
cow, according to deputy mayor Pyotr Biryukov.
About 135,000 people and 18,000 pieces of equip-
ment were involved in the snow-clearing effort.

Nearly 200 trucks got stuck in the snow over the
past 24 hours, and required assistance from road traffic
workers, the Moscow transport department reported.

A total of 53 flights were delayed and five more
were canceled on Monday morning in three out of four
Moscow airports, Russian business daily Vedomosti
reported. Most of the delays occurred at the Shereme-
tyevo airport north of the capital.

I L |

‘Strategic discussion needed first’: Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban demanded on Monday
that Ukraine’s membership in the European Union
and billions of euros in funding meant for the war-torn
country be taken off the agenda at a summit of the
bloc’s leaders next week.

In a letter to European Council President Charles
Michel, who will chair the Dec 14-15 summit in
Brussels, Orban insisted that a “strategic discussion”
is needed first about Ukraine’s European future and
warned that forcing a decision could destroy EU unity.

Decisions on EU’s enlargement and a review of
its long-term budget, which includes 50 billion eu-
ros ($54.1 billion) in aid for Kyiv, can only be taken
unanimously by all 27 member countries.

g o Q

Plane makes emergency landing in Paris: A
small twin-engine plane was forced to make an emer-
gency landing Monday in the southern Paris suburbs,
France’s civil aviation safety agency said.

French media said the aircraft landed near a popu-
lated area in the town of Villejuif.

Sebastien Barthe, the communications director for
the safety agency known as BEA for short, said the
cause of the unplanned landing was a “technical prob-
lem” and that four people were on board the plane,
including the pilot.

g o Q

Judges reject demand by prosecutors: Interna-
tional judges on Monday rejected a demand by pros-
ecutors for a nearly complete ban on prison visits for
three former Kosovo Liberation Army leaders on trial
at The Hague for war crimes.

Kosovo ex-President Hashim Thaci, former parlia-
mentary Speaker Kadri Veseli and ex-lawmaker Rexhep
Selimi face charges including murder, torture and perse-
cution during and after the 1998-1999 war with Serbia.

The three defendants have been in custody since
November 2020. Prosecutors called on the judges to
limit their prison visits to only their lawyers or close
relatives, saying that the three were attempting to tam-
per with witnesses and leak confidential testimony.
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Roads in front of Schwerin Castle are covered in snow, in Schwerin, Germany on Dec 5. Heavy snowfall in places and temperatures below freezing are hampering

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban delivers his speech after he was
re-elected as party president at the
election of officials congress of the
ruling Hungarian Fidesz party in Bu-
dapest, Hungary, on Nov 18. Orban
demanded on Dec 4 that Ukraine’s
membership in the European Union
and billions of euros in funding meant
for the war-torn country be taken off
the agenda at a summit of the bloc’s
leaders next week. (AP)

Garland

America

Explosion leveled home in Va: A
massive explosion at a duplex where po-
lice were investigating reports of shots
fired shook a Washington, DC, suburb
Monday and destroyed the home.

All officers escaped serious injury but
it was unclear what happened to the sus-
pect who was inside the home when it was
leveled by the explosion, Arlington Coun-
ty, Virginia, police spokesperson Ashley
Savage said.

Officers went to the home at about 4:45
pm after receiving reports of shots fired.
They later determined the shots came
from a flare gun, Savage said. While po-
lice investigated, they obtained a search
warrant for the home.

When police later attempted to execute
the warrant the suspect fired several rounds
inside the home and the explosion occurred
just before 8:30 p.m., shooting flames and
debris into the air police said. (AP)

g Qa d

5.1 quake hits Hawaii: A magnitude
5.1 earthquake on the Big Island of Ha-
waii was felt widely Monday, but there
were no reports of damage or injury, of-
ficials said.

The earthquake hit at 5:54 pm near the
Kilauea volcano at a depth of 1 mile (1.6
kilometers) below sea level, according to
a statement from the Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory. The initial quake and a mag-
nitude 3.0 aftershock were not related to
volcanic activity, the statement said.

“Aftershocks will likely continue,
some large enough to be felt locally. We
see no detectable changes in activity at
Kilauea as a result of these earthquakes,”
the observatory said. There was no risk of
a tsunami, officials said. (AP)

a Qo Q
Man charged in Killings: Prosecutors

charged a man Monday with four counts
of murder in the fatal shootings of three

traffic in northern Germany. (AP)

Politics

Santos offers personalized videos for $200

Burgum ends 24 GOP presidential bid

BISMARCK, North Dakota, Dec 3,
(AP): North Dakota Gov Doug Bur-
gum ended his long-shot presidential
campaign on Monday, blaming his
inability to resonate in the race on
the Republican National Committee’s
strict requirements to qualify for the
debate stage.

The second-term governor and
wealthy software entrepreneur dropped
his bid just hours before the RNC was
to release the list of candidates who
had met the polling and donor quali-
fications for the fourth debate, being
held Wednesday in Alabama. He also
failed to qualify for the third debate
last month.

He blamed the RNC, which sets
qualifications for the debates, for “na-
tionalizing the primary process and
taking the power of democracy away
from the engaged, thoughtful citizens
of Iowa and New Hampshire.”

Mission

“It is not their mission to reduce
competition and restrict fresh ideas by
‘narrowing the field” months before the
Iowa caucuses or the first in the nation
New Hampshire primary,” Burgum
wrote in his statement announcing his
departure. “These arbitrary criteria en-
sure advantages for candidates from
major media markets on the coasts
versus America’s Heartland. None of
their debate criteria relate to the quali-
fications related to actually doing the
job of the president.”

An RNC spokesperson did not im-
mediately respond to a request for
comment on Burgum’s remarks.

Burgum was little known nation-
ally when he launched his 2024 presi-
dential campaign in June, touting
his priorities of energy, the economy
and national security, as well as his
small-town roots and leadership of the
sparsely populated state.

He participated in the first two Re-
publican debates, meeting donor re-
quirements of the Republican National
Committee by offering $20 Biden
Relief Cards - a jab at rising inflation
rates during President Joe Biden’s
term - in exchange for $1 donations.
The tactic drew skepticism over its

homeless men in Los Angeles and a sub-
urban resident last month.

Jerrid Joseph Powell was also charged
with one count of residential robbery and

legality, though Burgum’s campaign
said its legal advisers had reviewed
and approved the method.

Ultimately, he was unable to gain
much traction against his rivals in a
contest dominated by former Presi-
dent Donald Trump. He joins former
Vice President Mike Pence, Sen Tim
Scott of South Carolina, radio show
host Larry Elder, businessman Perry
Johnson, former Texas congressman
Will Hurd and Miami Mayor Francis
Suarez in suspending his bid.

Burgum had been one of two lower-
tier candidates scheduled to appear this
coming weekend at an event billed as
an “action conference” in South Caro-
lina, hosted by the state GOP.

Filings

Burgum injected millions of his
own money into the race, accounting
for $12.2 million of the $15.1 million
raised by his campaign from March
through September, according to Fed-
eral Election Commission filings. A
super PAC supporting his bid spent
over $19 million from July to Novem-
ber, according to filings.

Burgum nearly missed his first oppor-
tunity for national public exposure when
he ruptured his Achilles tendon the day
before the inaugural debate in August in
Milwaukee. But he persevered through,
later telling reporters that he stood on
one leg behind the podium.

Former North Dakota Republican
Gov Ed Schafer called Burgum’s cam-
paign “pretty gutsy.” But hailing from
such a little-populated state, with just
three electoral votes and little national
profile, brings no leverage or power,
Schafer said.

“In the structure of a presidential race,
it’s virtually impossible for a state like
North Dakota to play in the game,” said
Schafer, a former US agriculture sec-
retary. Raising campaign money from
North Dakota also presents an increasing
challenge, he added.

Burgum is in his second term as gov-
ernor and is eligible for a third in 2024,
though he hasn’t indicated whether he
plans to run again. He and his family
will gather over the holidays “to con-
sider future possibilities,” said senior

one count of being a felon with a firearm,
the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s
Office said in a statement. He also faces spe-
cial circumstances of committing multiple

Arlington County Fire Department fire and police vehicles fill the street near the

scene of a house explosion on Dec 4 in Arlington, Va. All officers escaped seri-

ous injury but it was unclear what happened to the suspect who was inside the

home when it was leveled by the explosion, Arlington County, Virginia, police
spokesperson Ashley Savage said. (AP)

political adviser Dawson Schefter.

Burgum’s “most likely scenario” is
to seek a third term,” Schafer said, cit-
ing accomplishments and pressures to
run again, as well as Burgum’s popu-
larity and likely “unfinished business.”
An April filing deadline looms for can-
didates.

Also:

ALBANY, N.Y.: George Santos al-
ready has a new gig.

The former congressman, fresh off
his historic expulsion last week, has
created a Cameo account where the
public can pay for a personalized video
message.

Screenshots of his account - with the
bio “Former congressional ‘Icon’!” -
started to spread online Monday morn-
ing. By the afternoon, users, including
several lawmakers, were posting clips
of Santos offering advice, blowing
kisses and making jokes about Botox.

The price for a personalized video
from Santos started at $75 and by Mon-
day evening went as high as $200. He is
also selling text messages for $10.

Santos did not immediately return a
voicemail seeking comment on Mon-
day, but added a link to the Cameo
account on his personal account on X,
formerly known as Twitter.

] ] ]
LITTLE ROCK, Ark.: Arkansas elec-

tion officials on Monday said online
news personality Cenk Uygur, who
was born in Turkey, can’t appear on
the state’s Democratic presidential pri-
mary ballot next year.

The determination comes weeks after
Uygur proclaimed that he had become
the first naturalized citizen on a presi-
dential ballot after filing paperwork with
the state and the Arkansas Democratic
Party. Uygur’s parents immigrated to the
US from Turkey when he was 8.

“My office has received your candi-
date filing paperwork,” Arkansas Sec-
retary of State John Thurston said in a
letter to Uygur. “However, based on your
own proclamation, your are not qualified
to hold the elected office for which you
filed. Therefore, I cannot, in good faith,
certify your name to the ballot.”

murders, murder in the course of a robbery,
as well as personal use of a firearm allega-
tions, the statement said.

Powell, 33, appeared in court Monday
afternoon with his attorney, Deputy Pub-
lic Defender Carlos Bido, but did not en-
ter a plea. His arraignment was continued
to Jan 8. (AP)

O o Q
Ex-career US diplomat charged:

A former career American diplomat was
charged with serving as a secret agent for
communist Cuba going back decades in
what prosecutors portrayed as one of the
most brazen and long-running betrayals in
the history of the US foreign service.

Manuel Rocha wept as he sat handcuffed
in Miami federal court on charges that he
engaged in “clandestine activity” on Cuba’s
behalf since at least 1981 - the year he
joined the US foreign service - including by
meeting with Cuban intelligence operatives
and providing false information to US gov-
ernment officials about his contacts.

“This action exposes one of the high-
est-reaching and longest-lasting infiltra-
tions of the United States government
by a foreign agent,” Attorney General
Merrick Garland said in a statement.
“To betray that trust by falsely pledging
loyalty to the United States while serving
a foreign power is a crime that will be met
with the full force of the Justice Depart-
ment.” (AP)
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US sanctions 3 Sudanese

Niger’s junta revokes
security agreements

ABUJA, Nigeria, Dec 5, (AP): Niger’s junta on Mon-
day scrapped two key military agreements that the
West African nation signed with the European Union
to help fight the violence in Africa’s Sahel region as
the country’s army leaders and a senior Russian de-
fense official discussed military cooperation.

Before the coup that deposed the country’s presi-
dent, Mohamed Bazoum, Niger had been the West
and Europe’s last major security partner in the Sahel,
the vast region south of the Sahara Desert that Islamic
extremist groups have turned into the global terror hot
spot.

In a memo, Niger’s foreign affairs ministry said the
government has decided to “withdraw the privileges
and immunities granted” under the EU Military Part-
nership Mission in Niger that was launched in Febru-
ary and consequently “has no
legal obligation” related to that
partnership.

It also dismissed the EU
Civilian  Capacity-Building
Mission established in 2012
to strengthen Niger’s internal
security  sector, effectively
revoking its approval for the
missions.

The developments are the
latest in growing political ten-
sions between Niger and the
EU since the July coup.

In a rare visit on Sunday, a Russian delegation led
by Russia’s Deputy Minister of Defense Lounous-
Bek Evkourov met with Niger’s junta leader, Gen.
Abdourahmane Tchiani, and Minister of State for Na-
tional Defense Salifou Mody. The two sides held more
meetings on Monday to discuss military and defense
issues.

Bazoum

a o a

Cleverly visits Rwanda to try to unblock plan:
British Home Secretary James Cleverly flew to Rwan-
da on Tuesday in a bid to revive a plan to send asy-
lum-seekers to the East African country that has been
blocked by UK courts.

The UK government said Cleverly will meet his
Rwandan counterpart, Vincent Biruta, to sign a new
treaty and discuss next steps for the troubled “migra-
tion and economic development partnership.”

“Rwanda cares deeply about the rights of refugees,
and I look forward to meeting with counterparts to
sign this agreement and further discuss how we work
together to tackle the global challenge of illegal mi-
gration,” Cleverly said.

The Rwanda plan is central to the Conservative
government’s self-imposed goal of stopping unauthor-
ized asylum-seekers arriving on small boats across the
English Channel.

Critics say it is both unethical and unworkable to
send migrants to a country 4,000 miles (6,400 kilom-
eters) away, with no chance of ever settling in the UK.

g Q Q

US imposes sanctions on 3 Sudanese figures:
The United States imposed sanctions Monday on three
Sudanese individuals accused of undermining “peace,
security and stability” in the conflict-stricken African
nation.

The sanctions imposed by the Department of the
Treasury block all property and entities owned by
Taha Osman Ahmed al-Hussein, Salah Abdallah Mo-
hamed Salah and Mohamed Etta al-Moula Abbas that
are in the US.

All three held senior government positions under
former autocratic President Omar al-Bashir, who
ruled Sudan for 30 years. They were forced out of
public office after al-Bashir was toppled in a popular
uprising in 2019.

The sanctions are the latest the US has imposed on
Sudanese leaders and companies in recent months.

g Q Q

Embalo issues decree dissolving parliament:
Guinea-Bissau President Umaro Sissoco Embalo is-
sued a decree Monday dissolving the nation’s opposi-
tion-controlled parliament, less than six months after
it was reconstituted following a similar move by the
president in 2022.

Embalo cited last week’s shootout between troops
loyal to him and forces controlled by the parliament,
which he described as a failed coup.

“The date for holding the next legislative elections
will be set in due time in accordance with the provi-
sions of ... the Constitution,” the decree stated. “This
Presidential Decree comes into force immediately.”

On Monday night, Embalo deployed soldiers at
the headquarters of the state television and radio as
he sought to change the heads of the broadcast sta-
tions said to be loyal to the parliament. “Everything
is going well in Bissau,” the nation’s leader said as he
attempted to allay fears of yet another political crisis
in the capital city. “Democratic achievements are re-
spected and maintained.”

g o Qa

Rescuer raises hope of survivors at mine: A
member of a rescue team raised hope Monday that
there may be survivors at a Zambian mine where more
than 30 informal miners have been trapped under
debris for days and presumed dead after heavy rain
caused landslides.

Rescuers have been searching for the miners since
early Friday after they were buried Thursday night
while digging tunnels at an open-pit mine near the city
of Chingola on the country’s copper belt.

“We are getting close and expect to find survivors
as there is some voices we are hearing from one of the
tunnels,” Wiva Chanda, an informal miner from the
area helping with the rescue effort, told The Associ-
ated Press by telephone. “There is hope but I think it
will be a mix of survivors and dead bodies.”

g Q Q

Heavy rains, landslides kill at least 47: At least
47 people are dead and 85 others injured following
heavy flooding and landslides in northern Tanzania,
authorities said Monday.

The government has deployed the military to help
rescue hundreds of people trapped by the flooding
which has been described as the worst in years in the
East African nation.

The flooding occurred near Mount Hanang in the
north. Houses, roads and bridges have been destroyed,
complicating ongoing rescue efforts.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan, who is attend-
ing the U.N. climate summit in Dubai, said she was
cutting short her trip to return to Tanzania due to the
tragedy.

“I send my sincere condolences to the affected
families and have directed all our security forces to
deploy to the area and help those affected,” she said
in a video message.

>
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In this photo provided by Sawang Rungrueang Rescue22 Foundation, rescue workers and volunteers work at the site of a bus accident on Dec 5 at the Prachuap

Khiri Khan province, Thailand. More than a dozen people were killed after the vehicle fell off the road and hit a big tree. (AP)

Bus crashes in western Thailand, killing 14 and injuring more than 30

A bus crashed in western Thailand early Tuesday,
killing 14 people and injuring more than 30 others,
officials said. The accident occurred in Prachuap
Khiri Khan province as the bus was traveling from
the capital, Bangkok, to Songkhla province in the
deep south. It was carrying 49 people when it ran
off the road and hit a tree near Hat Wanakorn Na-

tional Park, a local police official said. Prachuap
Khiri Khan province is located on a coastal stretch
between the Gulf of Thailand and Myanmar.

“We presume the driver might have fallen asleep,”
said Pol Col Weerapat Ketesa, the superintendent
of the Huay Yang Police Station, adding that offi-
cials were waiting for the result of a blood test on the

driver, who survived the accident.

Police were still investigating what caused the
crash, he added.

Most victims were Thai and a few were Burmese,
Weerapat said. Some 35 people were being treat-
ed for injuries at local hospitals, according to the
Sawang Rungrueang Rescue Foundation. (AP)

-

In this undated photo released Dec
5, by the Indonesian National Search
and Rescue Agency (BASARNAS),
rescuers prepare to evacuate the
body of a climber killed in Mount
Marapi’s eruption in Agam, West Su-
matra, Indonesia. Rescuers found
11 more bodies who were caught by
a surprise weekend eruption, raising
the number of confirmed dead to 22,
officials said Tuesday. One person re-
mained missing.

Gardufo

Lat/Am

5 bodies found in car: The bodies of
five young men were found stuffed in a ve-
hicle on a dirt road in north-central Mexico,
authorities said.

Diego Sinhue Rodriguez, the governor
of the state of Guanajuato, pledged an “ex-
haustive” investigation into the killings.

The car and the bodies were found Sun-
day in a rural area on the outskirts of the city
of Celaya, which has seen a spate of drug
cartel violence in recent years. The area is
located outside a local university.

Local media reported the men had been
shot to death, but prosecutors did not imme-
diately confirm that.

In June, a drug cartel set off a car bomb
in Celaya aimed at law enforcement, killing
a National Guard officer.

National Guard officers were report-
edly responding to information about a car
parked with what appeared to be bodies
inside. As they approached, the vehicle ex-
ploded, sending officers flying.

Authorities blamed the Santa Rosa de
Lima cartel, which for years has fought a
bloody turf war with the Jalisco cartel for
control of Guanajuato. (AP)

Q o 0
Mexico halts deportations: The head

of Mexico’s immigration agency has or-
dered the suspension of migrant deporta-
tions and transfers due to a lack of funds
amid a record-setting year for migration
through the country’s territory.

The suspensions were outlined in an
agency memo dated Dec 1 from director
Francisco Gardufio, whose authenticity
was confirmed to the Associated Press by
an agency official who requested anonymity
because they were not authorized to discuss
1t.

Mexico’s finance ministry suspended
payments to the National Immigration Insti-
tute in November due to end-of-year budget
adjustments, according to the memo.

Citing budget constraints “and the lack of
liquidity to cover commitments,” Gardufio
ordered a halt to various agency activities,
most notably the “assisted returns,” a gov-

Asia

Thousands protest Indigenous policies of NZ

PNG to sign security pact with Australia

CANBERRA, Australia, Dec 5, (AP):
Papua New Guinea Prime Minister
James Marape said Tuesday he will
sign a bilateral security pact with Aus-
tralia during a visit this week.

Marape said the agreement to be
signed with his Australian counter-
part Anthony Albanese on Thursday
will involve Australian police officers
working under the command of Papua
New Guinea Police Commissioner Da-
vid Manning.

“The security arrangement is in the
best interest of Papua New Guinea and
also for Australia and its regional secu-
rity interests,” Marape said in a state-
ment.

“Cabinet will fully endorse the finer
details before Prime Minister Albanese
and [ sign off,” Marape added.

Albanese’s office did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment
on Tuesday.

A security treaty between Australia
and its nearest neighbor, which is stra-
tegically crucial in the U.S. partners’
battle against China for regional influ-
ence, had been expected to be signed
in June.

But after a security agreement that
Papua New Guinea signed with the
United States sparked student protests
in May in the South Pacific island na-
tion’s second-largest city, Lae, Marape
announced the Australian pact would
be delayed.

Papua New Guinea’s deputy prime
minister, John Rosso, told Austral-
ian Broadcasting Corp. that the latest
agreement would aim to build the ca-
pabilities of both the developing na-
tion’s military and police.

Also:
WELLINGTON, New Zealand: Thou-

sands of protesters rallied against the
New Zealand government’s Indige-
nous policies on Tuesday as the Parlia-
ment convened for the first time since
October elections.

Demonstrations in the capital, Wel-

ernment euphemism to describe deporta-
tions, and “ground transportation for trans-
fer of irregular migrants.”

Mexico’s government had been frequent-
ly moving migrants from points north near
the US border to locations in the south in
part to relieve pressure on border cities, but
also to exhaust migrants, according to ad-

lington, and in about a dozen other
New Zealand cities and towns were
organized by the minor Maori Party,
which advocates for the rights of In-
digenous New Zealanders who are
known as Maori.

Protesters demonstrated peacefully
outside Parliament against what they
described as the “anti-Maori” policies
of the newly elected conservative-led
coalition government.

Maori Party co-leader Rawiri Wai-
titi said the new policies of Prime Min-
ister Christopher Luxon’s adminis-
tration would take New Zealand “back
to the 1800s.”

“Our protest this morning was an
activation of our people,” Waititi said.

The National Party-led government
promises to review the Treaty of Wait-
angi and implement potential changes
to how that foundation document
signed by British colonists and Maori
chiefs in 1840 affects modern laws.

The government has also foreshad-
owed changes to the Maori Health
Authority, a statutory agency responsi-
ble for ensuring that the New Zealand
health system meets Maori needs.

Luxon said his government was
“deeply committed to improving out-
comes for Maori and non-Maori.”

“Maori have done very well in Na-
tional-led governments in the past, and
they’re going to continue to do well,”
Luxon said.

Lawmakers were sworn in on Tues-
day after elections on Oct. 14 ousted
the center-left Labour Party govern-
ment that had ruled since 2017.

The Maori Party won six of the 123
seats in the 54th Parliament.

Party lawmaker Takuta Ferris
wore a Maori headdress and performed
a haka, a traditional dance or challenge
accompanied by a chant, as he crossed
the chamber to make an affirmation
that confirmed his place in the Parlia-
ment.

a a Q

vocates.

Mexico has recorded nearly 590,000
undocumented migrants in its territory this
year, a significant increase compared to
440,000 in all of last year and fewer than
310,000 in 2021, according to government
data.

Mexico has already deported far fewer

Home Secretary James Cleverly shakes hands with the British High Commis-
sioner to Rwanda, Omar Daair, as he arrives at Kigali International Airport in
Rwanda, where he will sign a new treaty with Rwanda on Dec 5. The treaty will
address concerns by the Supreme Court, including assurances that Rwanda will
not remove anybody transferred under the partnership to another country. (AP)

BANGKOK: An estimated 400 Roh-
ingya Muslims believed to be aboard
two boats adrift in the Andaman Sea
without adequate supplies could die if
more is not done to rescue them, ac-
cording to the UN refugee agency and
aid workers.

The number of Rohingya Muslims
fleeing by boats in a seasonal exodus
- usually from squalid, overcrowded
refugee camps in Bangladesh - has
been rising since last year due to cuts
to food rations and a spike in gang vio-
lence.

“There are about 400 children,
women and men looking death in the
eye if there are no moves to save these
desperate souls,” Babar Baloch, the
agency’s Bangkok-based regional
spokesperson, told The Associated
Press.

The whereabouts of the other boat
were unclear.

The boats apparently embarked
from Bangladesh and are reported to
have been at sea for about two weeks,
he said.

The captain of one of the boats, con-
tacted by the AP, said he had 180 to
190 people on board. They were out
of food and water and the engine was
damaged. The captain, who gave his
name as Maan Nokim, said he feared
all on board will die if they do not re-
ceive help.

On Sunday, Nokim said the boat
was 320 kilometers (200 miles) from
Thailand’s west coast. A Thai navy
spokesperson, contacted Monday, said
he had no information about the boats.

The location is about the same dis-
tance from Indonesia’s northernmost
province of Aceh, where another
boat with 139 people landed Satur-
day on Sabang Island, off the tip of
Sumatra, Baloch said. Those on the
ship included 58 children, 45 women
and 36 men - the typical balance of
those making the sea journey, he
said. Hundreds more arrived in Aceh
last month.

migrants this year than in recent years.
From January to October, the government
deported 51,000 migrants, compared to
nearly 122,000 in all of last year and more
than 130,000 in 2021. (AP)

g o Q

Rainforest defender killed: A Kichwa
tribal leader has been shot to death in an
area of the Peruvian rainforest that’s seen
high tensions between Indigenous people
and illegal loggers.

Quinto Inuma Alvarado was attacked
as he was returning from presenting at a
workshop for women environmental lead-
ers in the San Martin region of the Amazon,
his son, Kevin Arnol Inuma Mandruma, told
The Associated Press in a phone interview.
Peruvian police confirmed his death.

“He was travelling in a boat,” when as-
sailants blocked the river with a tree trunk,
Kevin Inuma said. “There were many shots
fired.”

The boat carried six people, said Kevin
Inuma, including his mother, brother, sister
and uncles. Quinto Inuma was shot three
times in the back and once in the head, and
Kevin Inuma’s aunt was wounded too, he
said.

Kevin Inuma was not on the trip. He said
his brother and mother recounted the attack
to him.

Quinto Inuma had received numer-
ous death threats over illegal logging, said
Kevin Inuma.

The loggers “told him they were going
to kill him because he had made a report,”
he said. “They’ve tried to kill him several
times, with beatings and now gunfire.” (AP)
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KIB adds multi-currency ATM to its expansive network

Kuwait International Bank (KIB) an-
nounced that it has installed a new
multi-currency ATM at the Kuwait In-
ternational Airport, as part of efforts to
continue providing a seamless, com-
prehensive and distinctive banking
experience for its customers. This step
falls in line with the Bank’s integrated
strategy aimed at strengthening the
ATM network using the latest technol-
ogy.lt also stems from KIB’s commit-
ment to continue developing its servic-
es and products to meet all customer

needs as a “Bank for Life.” Comment-
ing on the initiative, Ahmad Abdullah
Alanazi, Assistant Manager — ATMs,
Retail Banking at KIB, said: “We are
currently witnessing fast-moving tran-
sitions and successive developments
in the banking market with every pass-
ing second. This pushes us to continu-
ously renew the definition of a con-
venient and easy banking experience.

Committing to our motto and main vi-
sion ‘Bank for Life,” we continue to moni-
tor and keep abreast of all new tech-

their modern lifestyle.”

nologies that we believe can contribute,
directly or indirectly, to enhancing our
customers’ banking experience and en-
suring the quality of services suited to

Alanazi pointed out that the banking
sector in Kuwait continues to affirm its
keenness to offer practical solutions that
meet customer requirements and exceed
their expectations, in step with the devel-
opment of modern financial technology.
He also highlighted that KIB’s multi-cur-
rency ATM is located at Jazeera Airways

Terminal 5 (T5). The new ATM will allow
cash withdrawal in four different major
currencies:the UAE dirham,the Kuwaiti di-
nar, the US dollar, and the British pound,
without the need to visit any of the Bank’s
branches. KIB customers can still ben-
efit from its network of ATMs available all
around the country to complete all basic
banking operations, such as cash with-
drawals and deposits, transfer of funds
between accounts, PIN management, and
cardless withdrawals using their civil 1D
and mobile phone number.

Ahmad Abdul-
lah Alanazi,
Assistant Man-
ager — ATMs,
Retail Banking
at KIB.
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Bader Nasser Al Kharafi and Aziz Aluthman Fakhroo sign the deal.

Ooredoo, Zain &

ooredoo’

GzaiN  ooredod’

2ZQiN  ooredod’

TASC Towers create largest tower

company in MENA region valued at USD 2.2 hillion

Operating model will provide passive infrastructure as service, supporting reduction of MENA’s carbon footprint

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Ooredoo Q.P.S.C. (“Ooredoo”)
— Ticker: ORDS and Mobile Telecommunications Com-
pany K.S.P.C (“Zain Group”) -Ticker: Zain announce the
signing of definitive agreements between Ooredoo Group,
Zain Group and TASC Towers Holding (“‘TASC”) to cre-
ate the largest tower company in the MENA region, in a
cash and share deal.

The enlarged tower company, comprising approximately 30,000 tow-
ers, has a combined estimated current enterprise value of USD2.2 billion.
Ooredoo and Zain will equally retain a substantial stake of 49.3% each
in the newly restructured entity, through an asset and cash equalization
process.The founders of TASC will retain the remaining shareholding,
through Digital Infrastructure Assets LLP, and will continue to manage

the operations of the business.

The tower entity is expected to achieve run-rate revenues close to USD 500
million annually, with an EBITDAaL(after leases) of more than USD 200 million
annually upon the completion of closings in all individual countries— including
Qatar, Kuwait, Jordan, Iraq, Algeria, and Tunisia. This financial position underpins
the promising prospects and profitability of the newly restructured tower company.

The chairmanship of the Tower company rotates every two years between Zain
and Ooredoo, beginning with Bader Al-Kharafi as Chairman and Aziz Aluthman
Fakhroo as Vice-Chairman.

The signing of this landmark transaction constitutes a major milestone towards
realising key aspects of both Ooredoo and Zain’s strategies, focused on evolving
into smart telcos and creating value-focused portfolio. It also reaffirms the com-
mitment of Ooredoo, Zain and TASC to drive growth and value for shareholders.

In a joint commentary, Aziz Aluthman Fakhroo, MD and Group CEO,
Ooredoo;Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-Chairman & Group CEO; and Iyad
Mazhar,Founder &CEO of TASC said: “This pioneering deal embarks us on
an exciting journey together as it results in the establishment of the region’s
largest independent Tower company, placing the MENA region on the world
telecom tower map. It also positions the region as an advanced player in the
global telecoms landscape, and we anticipate wide-ranging positive implica-
tions for the region — from economic growth and upgraded connectivity to
technological improvements and increased global relevance.”

“This strategic transaction will unlock significant shareholder value through
higher earnings multiples, as well as ensure capital efficiency, optimising balance
sheets for our respective companies and creating new possibilities for investors.
The deal also demonstrates our joint dedication to supporting the reduction of the
region’s carbon footprint,contributing to our vision of reshaping the telecommu-
nications sector by building a more sustainable ecosystem and ensuring a better-
connected future for our communities across the region,” the CEOs concluded.

As an independent tower company, leveraging the combined assets of Oore-
doo and Zain, TASC will offer Passive Infrastructure as a Service (PlaaS) in
a partnership model. This creates unprecedented opportunities for all mobile
network operators, offering a capital-efficient alternative to building, owning
and managing their own passive infrastructurein a cost-efficient and environ-
mentally friendly manner. This partnership model is well-equipped to meet the
needs of other mobile network operators seeking to reduce costs, lower carbon
emissions, and address the increasing demand for sites driven by double digit
growth in mobile data consumption across the region.

Both Ooredoo and Zain will retain their respective active infrastructure, includ-
ing wireless communication antennas, intelligent software, and intellectual prop-
erty with respect to managing their telecom networks.

The expected timeline for the completion of this transaction contemplates initial
market closings in 2024. The phased implementation, tailored for each market and
adhering to the regulatory environment, is subject to regulatory approvals, ensur-
ing a seamless transition of operations. Ooredoo’s tower network in Oman is fol-
lowing a stand-alone process.

Morgan Stanley acted as the exclusive financial advisor to the Ooredoo Group, and
Citigroup Global Markets Ltd acted as the exclusive financial advisor to Zain Group
and TASC Towers Holding on this transaction. DLA Piper acted as the legal advi-
sors for Ooredoo, and both Herbert Smith Freehills (HSF)and Norton Rose Fulbright
(NRF) jointly acted as the legal advisors of Zain Group and TASC Towers Holding.
Shearman & Sterling (S&S) acted as the legal advisors of Digital Infrastructure Assets.

KUNA Photo
Kuwait’s Minister of Finance reviews the development projects of
government entities participating at the COP28 summit.

Kuwait plays ‘key’ role in
COP28 financial day talks

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Minis-
ter of Finance Fahad Al-Jarallah
stressed Monday on the impor-
tance of Kuwait’s participation in
the financial day meeting and the
round table discussion of finance
ministers participating in Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP28), held
in Dubai.

Al-Jarallah stated to KUNA that
the two meetings discussed unify-
ing initiatives to reach a common
vision on improving climate fi-

nancing, as well as discussing tran-
sitioning to a low-carbon global
economy and keeping pace with
climate change challenges.

Kuwait is participating in COP28
conference with an official delega-
tion headed by representative of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, with more than 70,000
participants from 198 countries.

‘Strengthening links for air travel’

Yearly raises under microscope: Employee feedback

67 % Kuwaiti employees satisfied with salaries & benefits

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: A new survey conducted by
Bayt.com, the Middle East’s #1 job site, titled “Bayt.
com Middle East and North Africa Salary Survey
2023” sheds light on employee satisfaction levels
with their current salaries and the factors influencing
those levels. More than half of respondents (67%)
expressed high or medium levels of satisfaction with
their current salary. Additionally, the research found
that 54% of respondents are satisfied with the benefits
they receive from their current company.

The survey aimed to comprehend the level of sat-
isfaction employees experienced with the raises they
received in the past year and their expectations for fu-
ture salary increases. Notably, 45% of the respondents
received a salary raise up to 10% in the past year, with
35% expressing satisfaction with the increase. Look-
ing ahead to 2024, 23% of the respondents anticipate
a salary raise of up to 10%. These findings underscore
the significance of fair compensation practices in at-
tracting and retaining talented employees.

Ola Haddad - Director of Human Resources at
Bayt.com at Bayt.com said: “The findings from our
latest survey offer Kuwait organizations an opportu-
nity to reflect on their compensation strategies and ad-
dress the factors that influence employee satisfaction.
By prioritizing fair and competitive salaries, coupled
with a comprehensive range of benefits and growth
opportunities, organizations can truly empower their
workforce, foster loyalty, and create a thriving envi-
ronment that attracts and retains top talent.”

In terms of gender pay parity, 32% of respondents
believed that salaries offered to both men and women
in their companies were equal.

Insights into Salary and Benefits in Kuwait

The survey unveiled that 57% of respondents re-
ceive just a basic salary, while personal medical in-
surance (25%), transportation allowance (18%), bo-
nus (25%), and family medical insurance (9%) were
cited as the top benefits received by employees. A
majority of respondents (77%) have a monthly in-
come of US$3000 or less, with 34% earning less than
US$1000.

According to the research findings, one-quarter of
respondents currently hold middle management and
mid-level executive positions without managerial
responsibilities. Moreover, 41% of the respondents
have been working in their respective industries for
up to six years. Impressively, 75% of the respondents
have been with their current employer for six years
or less, with 40% having been employed for less than
three years.

The survey also revealed that 49% of respondents
have up to 10 employees reporting to them, illustrat-
ing their influence and level of responsibility within
their organizations. When asked about their position
in their career path, 60% of respondents described
themselves as being between fairly senior and mid-
point seniority. The research also indicated that 59%
of respondents held one or two jobs over the past five
years, while 36% held three jobs or more.

Cost of Living, Savings, and Financial Outlook in
Kuwait

In Kuwait, 55% of respondents reported saving up
to 35% of their personal income, highlighting that de-
spite the increasing cost of living, substantial savings
are still possible.Furthermore, 73% of respondents in

the UAE expected further increases in the cost of liv-
ing in 2024. This makes the ability to save even more
important for individuals in order to maintain their
financial stability.

Understanding the drivers of employee loyalty is cru-
cial for organizations seeking to create a positive work
environment.The survey revealed that while 23% of re-
spondents stated that their loyalty to their company was
not influenced by their salary, for 57% of respondents,
salary played a significantly influential role in their loy-
alty to their organization. In addition to compensation,
other factors such as the nature of daily responsibilities
(33%), career advancement opportunities (26%), col-
leagues (21%), and training and development opportu-
nities (24%) were found to drive employee loyalty.

Zafer Shah — Research Director at YouGov said:
“We are pleased to present the findings from the Bayt.
com Middle East and North Africa Salary Survey
2023, which provides valuable insights into employee
satisfaction levels in the region and the key factors
influencing them. Fair compensation practices are
critical to attracting and retaining talented employees,
complemented by a comprehensive range of benefits
and growth opportunities, organizations can empower
their workforce and foster loyalty, creating a thriving
environment that attracts and retains top talent.”

Data for the Bayt.com Middle East and North Af-
rica Salary Survey 2023 was collected online from
October 2 to 18, 2023. Results are based on a sample
of 6,734 respondents from the following countries:
UAE, KSA, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Lebanon,
Jordan, Iraq, Palestine, Syria, Egypt, Morocco, Tuni-
sia, Sudan, and others.

‘Curbs only phased out after consideration of market conditions’

Kuwait’s DGCA inks MoUs of

OPEC+ oil production cuts can continue past March

if needed: Saudi

cooperation with 5 countries

RIYADH, Dec 5, (KUNA): The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) signed on Monday memoran-
dum of understanding for cooperation
with five countries during the ICAO
Air Service Negotiations Event, ICAN
2023, currently held in Riyadh.

In a press briefing Acting Director-
General of the DGCA, Eng. Emad
Al-Jalawi mentioned meetings with
representatives of Ethiopia, Italy,
Iceland, Seychelles, and Turkiye were
held on the sidelines of the event.

During the meetings, memorandum
of understanding and special agree-
ments were signed with those states
especially for organizing air transport
to better meet the needs of affiliated
air carriers.

Furthermore meetings in the upcom-
ing days will commence with other
countries until the last day of the con-
ference, December 7, which will focus
on updating air transport mechanisms
with positive impacts linking the
Kuwait International Airport with the
largest number of airports worldwide
to better serve passengers and airlines.

He also eagerly talked about the
importance of the conference to
upgrade operational mechanisms with
countries with which “our national
carriers work” to better operate
inbound and outbound flights from the
Kuwait International Airport, in order
to achieve the goals set by the national
air carriers and serve the desired eco-
nomic goals.

DUBAIL Dec 5: The OPEC+ oil pro-
duction cuts can “absolutely” continue
past the first quarter if needed, Saudi
Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salman said, as he pledged the curbs
would be delivered in full.

The supply reductions announced
last week of more than 2 million bar-
rels a day — about half of which are
coming from Saudi Arabia — will
only be withdrawn after considera-
tion of market conditions and using a
“phased-in approach,” he said.

As the prince was speaking to
Bloomberg, crude prices remained be-
low the level seen before the OPEC+
meeting, trading near $78 a barrel in
London. Oil has failed to find renewed
momentum  after market-watchers
noted that only about half of the cuts
are entirely new, and also questioned
whether all of the promised supply re-

ductions will actually materialize.

Prince Abdulaziz said these skeptics
will be proved wrong.

“I honestly believe that the delivery
of the 2.2 million will happen,” he said
in an interview in Riyadh on Monday.
“I'honestly believe that 2.2 million will
overcome even the usual inventory
build that usually happens in the first
quarter.” There are already signs that
demand is improving, he said.

As traders try to gauge the real
impact of the agreement between the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries and its allies, one of the big-
gest questions is about Russia. Its con-
tribution comes from export curbs, not
outright production cuts as is the case
for other OPEC members.

Prince Abdulaziz said he would
have preferred to see a reduction in
output, but couldn’t convince his Rus-

sian counterpart. Moscow has long
argued that freezing weather and other
geological conditions make it more
difficult to curb production in the first
few months of the year.

“We did try,” Prince Abdulaziz
said. “We also know it’s extremely
tough for Russia to cut production in
the winter.” Even as Riyadh makes
the greatest effort to rebalance the oil
market, with deeper cuts than any of its
allies, Prince Abdulaziz emphasized
the level of trust between Riyadh and
Moscow, which is the key relationship
in OPEC+.

While Russia may not be cutting
output, it is carrying out its exports
curbs, he said. If Moscow ever falls
short of its pledges, as it did earlier this
year, it has been transparent and prom-
ised to make amends.

“We believe them,” Prince Ab-

dulaziz said. “I honestly believe they
are doing everything by the book.”

It’s just as important that Russia has
the trust of the market, which requires
outside verification, the prince added.

“This is what we’ve been saying to
them: What counts is not us believing
you, what counts is the market, the sec-
ondary sources, the tanker trackers,”
the prince said. “You have to approach
them, you have to work with them.”

Prince Abdulaziz said he has the
same faith in key Gulf ally the United
Arab Emirates, which has for several
years been arguing that it should be al-
lowed to produce more to monetize its
massive investments in capacity.

“We would not have done this deal
if we had believed that they are not
doing what they are supposed to do,”
he said when asked about the UAE’s
commitment to the OPEC+ deal.
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Uber’s stock is set to join the
S&P 500 index later this month,
the latest sign that the ride-
hailing and delivery company is
turning its business around after
struggling through much of the
pandemic.

The San Francisco company
will be added to the benchmark
index prior to the opening of regu-
lar trading on Dec. 18, S&P Dow
Jones Indices said late Friday.

Inclusion in the S&P 500 can

Uber set to join S&P 500 index

be a big boost for a stock be-
cause the index is widely tracked
by many funds designed to mir-
ror the holdings of the S&P 500,
which is at the heart of many
401(k) accounts. That translates
into more demand for stocks in
the index, driving up their price.
Shares in Uber Technologies
Inc. rose 2% Monday to close at
$58.63. That’s not far from their
all-time high of $63.18 per share
set in February 2021. The stock

is up more than twofold so far
this year.

The strong rally marks a major
turnaround from as recently as
the summer of 2022, when the
stock was at $20.46.

The pandemic severely sty-
mied Uber’s ride-hailing busi-
ness as government lockdowns
kept most people at home. The
work-from-home trend continued
to limit the need for anyone to
summon a ride on Uber.

Taulia adds Bank of China & BNP Paribas to its network

Taulia, a leading provider of
working capital management so-
lutions, today announced it has
added the Bank of China London
Branch, and BNP Paribas to its
global multi-funder network.

The addition of the two major
global banks is the most recent
in an already large and growing
network of funders available to
Taulia’s global customers, ena-
bling businesses to access an
increasingly broad and diverse

Will the Biden admin let the merger fly?

funding pool, with greater choice,
liquidity, and availability of capital.

Multifunder models within sup-
ply chain finance programs are
designed to provide resilience
through diversification and a
wider pool of funding for different
currencies, geographies, client
sizes, and credit profiles. Com-
bined with the right technology,
it also enables businesses to
hedge against liquidity risk, par-
ticularly during periods of eco-

nomic uncertainty.

“Adding Bank of China and
BNP Paribas to the Taulia multi-
funder network is an enormous
achievement, and we are de-
lighted to work with them. These
agreements mark a significant
step in fulfilling Taulia’s mission
to enable businesses to unlock
the liquidity trapped in supply
chains, help them grow and
navigate ever-changing market
conditions.” (BUSINESS WIRE)

Alaska Airlines is buying Hawaiian Airlines for $1 biln in cash

Bitcoin surpasses $41,000 for

WASHINGTON, Dec 5, (AP): Anoth-
er proposed airline buyout is renewing
debate over whether there has been too
much consolidation in the industry -
and whether consumers are paying the
price.

The Biden administration has taken a
tough stance against mergers, and it is
certain to take a close look at Alaska Air
Group’s proposed acquisition of Hawai-
ian Airlines for $1 billion in cash.

The deal is smaller than the merg-
ers that reshaped the airline industry
more than a decade ago. But the Justice
Department is already fighting another
smallish deal - JetBlue’s proposal to
buy Spirit Airlines.

Alaska Airlines parent Alaska Air
Group announced Sunday that it will
pay $18 per share for Hawaiian - a
huge premium over Hawaiian’s closing
stock price on Friday. Hawaiian has
struggled to recover from the pandemic
and new competition from Southwest
on intra-islands flights. It has lost $159
million so far this year.

Alaska says Hawaiian will continue
to operate as a stand-alone brand, an
unusual step.

Here’s some information about each
airline, their customer bases, the way
antitrust regulators will view the deal,
and the impact of past mergers.

Alaska Air Group, based in Seattle,
valued the deal at $1.9 billion, which
includes the assumption of Hawaiian’s
$900 million in net debt.

Together the two airlines will have
365 planes and serve 138 destinations,
including 29 outside the United States.

Shares of Hawaiian Holdings Inc.
nearly tripled, closing Monday at $14.22.
Alaska fell 14% to close at $34.08.

Many Americans, including travel-
ers in the middle and eastern parts of
the country, have never flown on either
of these airlines.

Alaska Air Group, based in Seattle,
is the fifth biggest U.S. airline com-
pany by 2022 revenue, slightly ahead
of JetBlue, but is not widely known
beyond the West Coast. Its biggest op-
eration is in Seattle, and it bulked up
in California in 2016 by buying Virgin
America for $2.6 billion after a bidding
war with JetBlue.

Hawaiian Airlines - only a quarter
the size of Alaska Air by revenue -
operates flights throughout the island
chain and to the U.S. mainland and
also relies heavily on traffic between
Asia and Hawaii. Its only East Coast
destinations are New York and Boston.

Alaska and Hawaiian are rather tra-
ditional airlines. Their fares are typi-
cally in line with larger carriers and
higher than those charged by discount
airlines. In September, both charged
slightly lower than average fares for
economy-class seats between Hawaii
and the mainland, according to figures
from aviation-data firm Cirium.

Helped by generally mild weather,
Hawaiian often tops the industry for
on-time flights, and Alaska usually
ranks near the top too. Both score in
the middle for consumer complaint
rates, according to U.S. Department of
Transportation data.

Alaska says the airlines will operate
separately but under a single loyalty
program. Currently Alaska has Mile-
age Plan and its target offers Hawaiian-
Miles. It’s not clear whether benefits

would change much, although Alaska
says HawaiianMiles members will be
able to earn and spend miles on 29
partner airlines in the Alaska program.

This deal will provide another test
for the Biden administration’s resolve
to preserve competition in various in-
dustries.

The Justice Department succeeded
earlier this year in killing a partner-
ship between JetBlue and American
Airlines - a federal judge ruled the al-
liance was uncompetitive and violated
antitrust law - and a trial over the gov-
ernment’s lawsuit to stop JetBlue from
buying Spirit Airlines is scheduled to
wrap up this week.

In the JetBlue-Spirit case, the Jus-
tice Department sued because it wants
to preserve Spirit, the nation’s biggest
discount airline. If regulators sue to
block the Alaska-Hawaiian deal, they
are likely to make a different argument
- that it would put too much traffic be-
tween Hawaii and the U.S. mainland in
the hands of one company.

Between them, Hawaiian and Alaska
control about 40% of that market, ac-
cording to Cirium.

Alaska CEO Ben Minicucci said
buying Hawaiian will help it compete
against the four biggest U.S. airlines.
That is exactly the same argument Jet-
Blue made to defend its purchase of
Spirit - and that didn’t stop the Justice
Department from suing.

Henry Harteveldt, a travel analyst
for Atmosphere Research Group, said
the fact that Alaska is not buying a low-
fare airline like Spirit could improve
the chances that regulators will let the
purchase of Hawaiian go through.

Jamie Baker, an analyst for JPMor-
gan, said “Alaska-Hawaiian is much
more of a plain vanilla, run-of-the-mill
merger than, say, JetBlue-Spirit,” mak-
ing regulators less likely to sue.

But William McGee, an airline ex-
pert with American Economic Liber-
ties Project, which opposes industry
consolidation, said the deal is all about
market size, not consumers.

“Nothing about this merger is good
for competition or consumers, espe-
cially in Hawaii. And the last thing we
need is a continuation of the consoli-
dation that has already caused so many
problems for air travelers, workers, and
entire cities and regions of the coun-
try,” he said.

The federal government raised few
objections to a slew of mergers that
consolidated power in the industry.
American Airlines, Delta Air Lines,
United Airlines and Southwest Airlines
control about 80% of the domestic air-
travel market, and all of them grew
significantly through mergers between
2008 and 2013.

Under President Joe Biden, the Jus-
tice Department seems to be showing
some buyer’s remorse that previous ad-
ministrations didn’t try to block merg-
ers that eliminated Northwest, Conti-
nental, US Airways and AirTran.

Airfares rose faster than inflation for
a time after the initial wave of consoli-
dation, but that trend has cooled. The
average fare today for a flight within
the United States is 35% lower than
in 2000 when adjusted for inflation,
according to the Transportation De-
partment. However, fees have grown
sharply and partly offset lower fares.

Japan’s SoftBank Corp to
invest in Cubic Telecom

TOKYO & DUBLIN, Dec 5, (BUSI-
NESS WIRE): SoftBank Corp. (TO-
KY0:9434, “SoftBank”), a telecommu-
nications and IT operator headquartered
in Tokyo, and Cubic Telecom Ltd. (“Cu-
bic Telecom™), a leading global provider
of software-defined connected vehicle*1
solutions headquartered in Dublin, to-
day announced they signed a definitive
agreement whereby SoftBank will in-
vest approximately 473 million EUR*2
in Cubic Telecom for a 51.0% equity
stake*3 in the company, at a valuation
of over 900 million EUR. With this in-
vestment, SoftBank and Cubic Telecom
will form a strategic global partnership
to pioneer the future of software-defined
connected vehicles and other high-value
Internet-of-Things (IoT) assets*4 by
harnessing the power of global con-
nectivity platforms. Cubic Telecom is a
leading global provider of connectivity
solutions to automotive, transportation
and agriculture original equipment man-
ufacturers (OEMs), and according to
McKinsey & Company*5, 95% of new
vehicles sold globally will be connected
by 2030, and connected car use cases
alone could deliver 250 billion USD to
400 billion USD in annual incremental
value for the ecosystem, with Cubic Tel-
ecom poised to capture a leading share
of this rapidly growing market.

After the investment closes, Barry
Napier will continue to lead Cubic
Telecom as CEO and Board Member,
and Daichi Nozaki, SoftBank’s Senior
Vice President responsible for its glob-
al business, and two other SoftBank
appointees will join Cubic Telecom’s
Board. Three Board seats will continue
to be held by Cubic Telecom’s exist-
ing shareholders, including CARIAD
(Volkswagen Group) and Qualcomm,

and with the close of the investment,
Cubic Telecom will become a consoli-
dated subsidiary of SoftBank.

Cubic Telecom’s Platform for Ap-
plication & Connectivity Enablement
(PACE) is a testament to the shift to-
wards software-defined solutions and
away from the legacy of hardware.
The platform allows OEMs to monitor,
manage and update many aspects of a
vehicle or device in real-time, globally,
via mobile connectivity - meaning vehi-
cles can be tailored to the requirements
of a country or region while comply-
ing with different regulatory mandates.
Vehicles and devices can receive new
features and functionality over-the-air
(OTA) throughout their lifetime, which
improves performance, safety, comfort
and value to ensure the best user experi-
ence. Cubic Telecom has grown rapidly
since launching its industry-first con-
nectivity platform in 2016, and through
agreements with more than 90 mobile
network operators (MNOs), the compa-
ny currently connects more than 17 mil-
lion vehicles in over 190 countries and
regions, adding 450,000 new vehicles
a month, which is expected to increase
exponentially over the next 5 years.

Junichi Miyakawa, President &
CEO of SoftBank Corp., commented,
“In line with our ‘Beyond Japan’ stra-
tegic growth initiative, we are extreme-
ly pleased to be teaming up with Cubic
Telecom to make a full-fledged entry
into the fast-growing market for high-
value IoT asset connectivity. With
its global leadership position, we are
convinced Cubic Telecom is the best
partner for this opportunity, and we
look forward to building connectivity
platforms for next-generation social
infrastructure.”

the first time since Apri

NEW YORK, Dec 5, (AP):
Bitcoin is once again hav-
ing a moment. On Monday,
the world’s largest cryp-
tocurrency soared past
$41,000 for the first time in
over a year and a half - and
marking a 150 % rise so far

this year.

Volatile bitcoin rocketed from
just over $5,000 at the start of the
pandemic to nearly $68,000 in No-
vember 2021, according to Fact-
Set, a period marked by a surge in
demand for technology products.
Prices fell back to earth during an
aggressive series of Federal Re-
serve rate hikes aimed at taming
inflation and then the collapse of
FTX, one of the biggest companies
in crypto.

When 2023 began, a single bitcoin
could be had for less than $17,000 af-
ter losing more than 75% of its value.
Investors, however, began returning
in large numbers as inflation started
to cool. And the collapse of promi-
nent tech-focused banks actually led
more investors to turn to crypto as they
bailed out of positions in Silicon Val-
ley start-ups and other risky bets.

But fueling this latest rally are
prospects for the possible approval of
spot bitcoin exchange traded funds - a
pooled investment security that can be
bought and sold like stocks.

Industry advocates say this new way
of investing in bitcoin at spot prices,
instead of futures, could make it easier
for anyone to enter the cryptoverse
while lowering some of the well-docu-
mented risks associated with investing
in cryptocurrencies. Regulators have
previously rejected bitcoin spot ETF
applications, but recent wins for some
crypto fund managers have improved
odds for a first approval, perhaps as
soon as next month.

“The longer-term catalyst (for bit-
coin) is a lot of optimism related to
the potential approval of a spot ETF,”
Kaiko research analyst Riyad Carey
said Monday. He noted, however, that
a regulatory green light doesn’t prom-
ise continued gains.

While analysts expect the potential
approval of spot bitcoin ETFs to create
a much larger pool of crypto investors,
future volumes could go either way,
Carey added. That could either boost
or undermine bitcoin’s value.

Bitcoin’s current rally also arrives
during an incredibly disruptive period
for cryptocurrencies. Just last month,
the U.S. government slapped Binance,
the world’s largest crypto exchange,
with a $4 billion fine as its founder
Changpeng Zhao pleaded guilty to a
felony charge.

But Binance continues to operate
and maintain its market share, Carey
noted. In some ways, the company’s
settlement “propelled the market for-
ward more by removing one of the ...
more ominous overhangs that was a
sort of a big question mark,” he said,
noting bitcoin’s gains in the two weeks
since the settlement was announced.

Despite the recent excitement
around bitcoin, experts still maintain
that crypto is a risky bet with wildly
unpredictable fluctuations in value.
In short, investors can lose money as

What's behind the price surge?

| 2022

Binance founder and CEO Changpeng Zhao, right,
leaves federal court in Seattle on Nov. 21, 2023, after
pleading guilty to violations of U.S. anti-money launder-
ing laws. Bitcoin’s current rally also arrives during an

incredibly disruptive period for cryptocurrencies. Just
last month, the U.S. government slapped Binance, the
world’s largest crypto exchange, with a $4 billion fine as
its founder Zhao pleaded guilty to a felony charge. (AP)

Former top Ohio utility regulator surrenders

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Dec 5, (AP):
Ohio’s former top utility regulator sur-
rendered Monday in connection with a
$60 million bribery scheme related to a
legislative bailout for two Ohio nuclear
power plants that has already resulted
in a 20-year prison sentence for a for-
mer state House speaker.

Sam Randazzo, former chair of the
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio,
self-surrendered at U.S. District Court
in Cincinnati after being charged in an
11-count indictment that was returned
on Nov. 29, U.S. Attorney Kenneth L.
Parker’s office announced. Randazzo
was scheduled for an initial court ap-
pearance later in the day.

“Today’s indictment outlines an al-
leged scheme in which a public regula-
tory official ignored the Ohio consum-
ers he was responsible for protecting,
instead taking a bribe from an energy
company seeking favors,” FBI Cincin-
nati Special Agent in Charge J. Wil-
liam Rivers said in a statement.

Randazzo, 74, resigned in Novem-
ber 2020 after FBI agents searched his
Columbus townhome and FirstEnergy
revealed in security filings what it said
were bribery payments of $4.3 million
for his future help at the commission a
month before Republican Gov. Mike
DeWine nominated him as Ohio’s top

utility regulator.

He faces one count of conspiring
to commit travel act bribery and hon-
est services wire fraud, two counts of
travel act bribery, two counts of honest
services wire fraud, one count of wire
fraud and five counts of making illegal
monetary transactions.

A message seeking comment was
left for his lawyer. If convicted as
charged, the defendant could face up to
20 years in prison.

Ohio Consumers’ Counsel Maureen
Willis, who represents the state’s utility
ratepayers, said the indictment was “an
important first step to bring justice to
Ohio utility consumers” - but that more
is needed.

“It underscores the need for near-term
reform of the PUCO selection process
that led to his appointment as Chair of
the PUCO,” Willis said in a statement.
“OCC’s calls for reform so far have
gone unanswered. Ohioans deserve bet-
ter from the public officials in this state.”

The long-awaited indictment marks
the latest development in what has been
labeled the largest corruption case in
Ohio history.

Former Ohio House Speaker Larry
Householder was sentenced in June
to 20 years in prison for his role in
orchestrating the scheme, and lobby-

ist Matt Borges, a former chair of the
Ohio Republican Party, was sentenced
to five years.

The U.S. attorney’s office in Cincin-
nati indicted three others on racket-
eering charges in July 2020. Lobbyist
Juan Cespedes and Jeffrey Longstreth,
a top Householder political strategist,
pleaded guilty in October 2020. The
third person arrested, statehouse lobby-
ist Neil Clark, pleaded not guilty before
dying by suicide in March 2021. The
dark money group used to funnel First-
Energy money, Generation Now, also
pleaded guilty to a racketeering charge
in February 2021.

All were accused of using the $60
million in secretly funded FirstEn-
ergy cash to get Householder’s chosen
Republican candidates elected to the
House in 2018 and then to help him
get elected speaker in January 2019.
The money was then used to win pas-
sage of the tainted energy bill, House
Bill 6, and to conduct what authorities
have said was a $38 million dirty-tricks
campaign to prevent a repeal referen-
dum from reaching the ballot.

For Randazzo’s part, prosecutors
allege that in November 2019, he in-
cluded language in a PUCO opinion
and order to address a concerning issue
FirstEnergy had coming up in 2024.

quickly as they make it.

Last year’s collapse of crypto ex-
change giant FTX also “left a big scar”
on the public’s confidence in the crypto
industry and crushed retail investors,
Edward Moya, a former senior market
analyst at Oanda, previously told The As-
sociated Press - noting that institutional
money, like hedge funds, are behind the
bulk of current crypto investing.

Carey added that liquidity in cryp-

tocurrency markets has yet to return
to where it was before FTX collapsed,
and lower liquidity can exacerbate
price fluctuations.

“In the past few months, that has
normally been the price moving up -
but people should always be aware it
can go in the reverse and quickly,” he
said.

As of around 1:30 p.m. Eastern time
Monday, the price of bitcoin stood at

$41,709.

The stocks of some other crypto
players have also seen rises over recent
months, but not with the same speed or
heights as bitcoin. Ethereum, for exam-
ple, stood at $2,223 Monday afternoon,
up 85% since the start of 2023. Mean-
while, Binance Coin and Dash are
down about 5.25% and 24.37% for the
year, respectively, with Monday after-
noon prices of roughly $231 and $32.

Issue favored by some Dems

Supreme Court is taking up a case
that could rule out a tax on wealth

WASHINGTON, Dec 5, (AP): The
Supreme Court is taking up a case
Tuesday over a Washington couple’s
$15,000 tax bill that is widely seen
as a test of a never-enacted tax on
wealth.

A decision in favor of Charles and
Kathleen Moore of Redmond, Wash-
ington, could strike down a provision
of the 2017 tax bill that is expected to
bring in $340 billion, threaten other
provisions of the tax code and rule
out a wealth tax that is favored by
some Democrats who argue that the
wealthiest Americans don’t pay their
fair share of taxes.

Paul Ryan, the Wisconsin Repub-

lican who was Speaker of the House
when the tax bill was passed by a Re-
publican Congress and signed into law
by then-President Donald Trump, has
called the challenge “misguided” and
said “a lot of the tax code would be un-
constitutional if that thing prevailed.”

The couple is backed by conserva-
tive political groups and business in-
terests, including the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce.

The law applies to companies that
are owned by Americans, but do their
business in foreign countries. It im-
poses a one-time tax on investors’
shares of profits that have not been
passed along to them, in order to off-

set other tax benefits.

The Moores paid $15,000 in taxes
based on Charles Moore’s investment
in an Indian company.

They argue that the tax violates the
16th Amendment, which allows the
federal government to impose an in-
come tax on Americans. Moore said
in a sworn statement that he never re-
ceived any money from the company,
KisanKraft Machine Tools Private
Limited.

Some groups allied with the Moores
argue that the challenged provision is
similar to a wealth tax, which would
apply not to the incomes of the very
richest Americans, but their assets,

like stock holdings, that now only get
taxed when they are sold.

Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden of
Oregon said a court ruling for the
Moores could stymie legislation like
the Billionaires Income Tax he intro-
duced last week. “The Moore case
could make it impossible to close
those loopholes,” Wyden said.

The case also has kicked up ethical
concerns and raised questions about
the story the Moores’ lawyers told in
court filings. Public documents show
that Charles Moore’s involvement
with the company, including serving
as a director for five years, is far more
extensive than court filings indicate.
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Annual recognition ceremony for employees and graduates of Ajyal training program

Mandani commends Gulf Bank’s success and employee dedication

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Gulf Bank
recently hosted its annual employee
ceremony, celebrating the eighth batch
graduation of the Ajyal program in the
presence of Acting CEO, Mr. Waleed
Khaled Mandani, and bank executives.

Mr. Mandani expressed gratitude
to employees for their year-long ef-
forts, leading to positive impacts on
the bank’s overall performance. He
highlighted the successful launch of
Gulf Capital Investment, Invest GB,
and commended collaborative efforts
across various departments.

Proud of Gulf Bank’s enhanced cus-
tomer experience, Mr. Mandani em-
phasized ongoing service development
and the introduction of more competi-
tive products.

He highlighted the bank’s commit-
ment to prioritizing customers and its
significant strides in digital transfor-
mation. Additionally, he emphasized
the crucial role of youth development
in the bank’s strategy, particularly
through the Ajyal program.

Work Environment

Ms. Salma Al-Hajjaj expressed sat-
isfaction in the numerous accomplish-
ments of Gulf Bank’s employees over
the past year. Furthermore, she empha-
sized the bank’s strong sense of unity
and communication among its staff,
highlighting how this cohesion reflects
the financial institution’s values and
distinctive work environment.

She went on to affirm the team’s
commitment to supporting one another
by providing tools and opportunities
for the enhancement and growth of
the workforce. This commitment is
realized through ongoing training ini-
tiatives, including participation in the
Ajyal Program for Fresh Graduates.
Additionally, Gulf Bank collaborates
with renowned universities and train-
ing institutes worldwide to ensure con-
tinuous learning and development for
its employees.

Panel Discussion

Conversely, the ceremony featured
a panel discussion moderated by Ms.

Waleed Khaled Mandani delivers
his speech.

Salma AIH
GM, Human Re:

Department directors during the dialogue session.

Salma Al-Hajjaj, the General Man-
ager of Human Resources. The panel
included Mr. Mohammed Al-Qattan,
the General Manager of Consumer

Banking, Mr. Faisal Al-Adsani, the
Director of Corporate Banking, Ms.
Mona Mansour, the General Manager
of Customer Support Services, and Mr.

Part of the audience.

Shahzad Anjoom, the General Manag-

er of Information Technology.

During the session, the participants
delved into the significant develop-

ments witnessed by the bank through-
out the year in its digital transformation
journey, aiming to solidify its position
as a bank geared for the future. Each

department provided insights into
completed stages and ongoing efforts
within this transformative process.

The discussion also highlighted the
bank’s achievements in sustainability
across environmental, social, and gov-
ernance realms. Emphasis was placed
on the bank’s dedication to implement-
ing top-tier environmental sustainabil-
ity practices in the ongoing develop-
ment processes of its branches.

Ajyal Training Program

The Ajyal training initiative attracts
individuals with under five years of
experience, offering them the chance
to enhance their skills and nurture both
their professional and personal devel-
opment.

In its continuous commitment to
developing and enriching the capa-
bilities of its workforce, the bank ini-
tiated the ninth edition of the Ajyal
program in September 2023. This
edition welcomed a fresh cohort of
newly recruited trainees in collabo-
ration with the American University
of Kuwait.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the lead-
ing Kuwaiti Bank of the Future. The
Bank is constantly engaging and em-
powering its employees as part of an
inclusive and diversified workplace in
recognition of every employee’s role
in delivering customer excellence and
serving the community at large. With
its extensive network of branches and
innovative digital services, Gulf Bank
is able to give its customers the choice
of how and where to conduct their
banking transactions, all while ensur-
ing a simple and seamless banking ex-
perience.

Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining robust developments in sus-
tainability at environmental, social
and governance levels through diverse
sustainability initiatives, strategically
selected to benefit the Bank both in-
ternally and externally. Gulf Bank
supports Kuwait Vision 2035 “New
Kuwait” and works with various par-
ties to achieve it.

South African Ambassador explores

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The South
African Ambassador to Kuwait, His
Excellency Manelisi Genge made a
significant visit to the regional office
of Lulu Hypermarket Kuwait on De-
cember 4, 2023. During his visit, His
Excellency engaged in productive
discussions with Mr. Mohmed Haris,
Director of Lulu Hypermarket Kuwait,
and other esteemed members of Lulu’s
top management to explore potential
business collaborations, particularly
focusing on the import of more south
African product ranges into the vibrant
Kuwaiti market for the upcoming year
2024.

The meeting commenced on a cor-
dial note, with warm greetings ex-
changed between the Ambassador and
the Lulu Hypermarket team. Express-
ing gratitude for the opportunity to
visit the renowned retail giant, His Ex-
cellency acknowledged Lulu’s promi-
nence in the Kuwaiti retail landscape
and its contribution to the region’s
economic growth.

In addition to these discussions, the
Ambassador highlighted that as part of
the strategic initiatives for 2024, South
African delegate teams are poised
to visit Lulu stores across Kuwait.
This upcoming visit aims to further
strengthen the partnership between
South Africa and Kuwait by providing
an on-the-ground understanding of the
market dynamics and consumer prefer-
ences. It underscores the commitment
of both nations to fostering lasting
economic ties and promoting cultural
exchange through mutually beneficial
business endeavors.

The discussions between the parties
centered on identifying potential sec-
tors and more products for import from
South Africa to Kuwait. Both parties
expressed a keen interest in further ex-
ploring these opportunities, aiming to

Parties aim to enhance trade relations

South African Ambassador to Kuwait, His Excellency Manelisi Genge with Mohmed Haris, Director of Lulu Hyper-

market Kuwait, and other esteemed members of Lulu’s top management.

enhance trade relations and strengthen
economic ties between south Africa
and Kuwait. LuLu Hypermarket cur-
rently imports and stocks more than
70 well-known South African brands,
including food and non- food items.
The hypermarket also has a dedicated
sourcing office for various products
from the region, conveniently located
in South Africa’s port city of Cape
Town.

‘Uniting for a Cleaner Tomorrow’

Beach clean-up by IMA, KCWA,
UPNRI & Maharashtra Mandal

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Indian Mus-
lim Association (IMA) in collaboration
with Kuwait Canara Welfare Association
(KCWA), UPNRI & Maharashtra Mandal
Kuwait invites all to participate in Beach
Cleaning Event aimed at promoting cleaner
Beach & stronger sense of community &
environmental responsibility.

Event Details:

Date: 8-Dec-2023; Time: 8:30 am

Location: Shuwaikh Beach, Opposite

“~ 08 DEC 23 | FRI
(O 08:30 AM

+2- SHUWAIKH BEACH,
OPPOSITE KPC HEAD OFFICE

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
UP NRI FORUM, KUWAIT CANARA WELFARE ASSOCIATION,
MAHARASHTRA MANDAL-KUWAIT & KUWAIT DIVE TEAM

[® 60044851 B97895654 B97856660 O 56555728
MA HCVWA UPNRI M.MANDAL

P

Beach Clean-Up poster

to KPC Head Office

Event is a collective effort to bring
together individuals from all walks of
life to contribute to the well-being of our
coastal ecosystem. Whether you’re a na-
ture enthusiast, a community supporter,
or simply someone who cares about the
environment, your participation will
make a difference.

Event Highlights:

U Engaging Beach Cleanup Activities

U Informative Talks on Environmental
Conservation

U Opportunities to Learn about Sustain-
able Practices

U Networking with Like-minded Indi-
viduals

Join us as we unite for a day dedicated
to fostering community, promoting envi-
ronmental awareness & taking positive
action. Your participation & efforts can
contribute to a cleaner & healthier coast-
line, ensuring a better environment for
generations to follow.

Feel free to share this with your friends
and family. For more information, please
contact below POC’s

60044851 (IMA)

97895654 (KCWA)

97856660 (UPNRI)

56555728 (Maharashtra Mandal)

For further details and queries, please
refer attached flyer

Visit: www.imakuwait.org

Digital disparities exposed

AUK professor’s research on Kuwait’s
digital landscape pioneers in Mideast

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Dr. Fahed
Al-Sumait, associate professor of
communication at the American
University of Kuwait (AUK), col-
laborated with researchers at the
London School of Economics and
the Gulf University for Science
and Technology (GUST) to pub-
lish a report that stands as the first
of its kind in the Middle East. The
‘Kuwait’s Digital Inequalities Re-
port 2022,” featured in the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement
of Sciences (KFAS) ‘Al-Tagad-
dum Al-Ilmi’ magazine, offers es-
sential insights into Kuwait’s cur-
rent digital landscape.

Dr. Al-Sumait and his core-
searchers Ellen J. Helsper, Cristina
Navarro, Nouf Al-Saif, and Nilesh
Rau, carried out a national survey
that shed light on the factors affect-
ing digital skills and access. This
survey was part of a global project
known as ‘From Digital Skills to
Tangible Outcomes’ (DiSTO).

The survey, conducted between
October 2020 and January 2021
with over 700 adults in Kuwait,
unveiled that respondents aged 18-
25 demonstrated more than twice
the digital skills compared to those
over 40; however, these skills are
not fully harnessed in professional
or educational settings. The survey
also indicated a deficiency in navi-
gation skills as the lowest among
those recorded, while online social
skills dominated, emphasizing the
necessity for more accessible ICT
skills and media literacy training.
Importantly, the report highlighted
that the country does not have a
significant gender gap, which is
present in many countries across
the Middle East and worldwide.

e

Dr. Fahed Al-Sumait

Instead, women on average dem-
onstrated higher levels of personal
uses, access to more internet de-
vices, and achievement of more
work-related outcomes than men.

The ‘Kuwait’s Digital Inequali-
ties Report 2022’ serves as a com-
pass for navigating Kuwait’s path
into a highly digitized and globally
interconnected future. Dr. Al-Su-
mait emphasized the importance
of the gathered data in informing
policymakers and businesses. In
particular, more can be done to
reduce barriers and add incentives
that address current limitations in
access, skills, and uses, especially
for older populations, those with
limited formal education, and the
high number of expatriates living
in the country. Doing so will fos-
ter greater equity, promote higher
participation, and contribute to
society-wide benefits in both pro-
ductivity and well-being.

By consistently publishing their
findings, AUK professors play a
vital role in advancing their fields,
shaping the academic community,
and actively engaging in ground-
breaking research that changes and
influences scientific discourse.

business opportunities at Lulu Hypermarket Kuwait

No fees via KFHOnline for a limited period

KFH offers int’l money transfer in
collaboration with Western Union

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: Kuwait Finance
House (KFH) has collaborated with
Western Union to offer co-branded inter-
national money transfer services through
its mobile app, KFHOnline.

KFH Manager E-Channels and Cash
Management Services, Meshal Mandani,
said that KFH and Western Union are of-
fering the new service without any trans-
fer fees for a limited period.

He pointed out that the services are
beneficial to customers in terms of sav-
ing time and effort, as it permits them to
send money (cash or bank account) to
their designated beneficiaries at desired
locations across Western Union’s global
network.

Mandani added that customers who
want to transfer money from their ac-
count to an overseas location via Western
Union can conveniently and securely ac-
cess the KFHOnline app on their mobile
devices. Then, they can carry out the
transfer procedure by following specific
and swift steps.

He pointed out that the service is de-
signed to offer the best benefits to KFH
customers and is part of the Bank’s coop-
erative efforts with global money trans-
fer companies. The aim is to facilitate
secure, transparent, and prompt money
transfer that aligns with customer expec-
tations.

Western Union is one of the larg-
est and accredited international money
transfer operators. Customers can send
money through Western Union’s vast re-
tail network, which spans more than 200
countries and territories. Payouts can also
be made into billions of bank accounts
and millions of digital wallets and cards
in over 110 countries. Real-time interna-
tional money transfers are available for
accounts in 100 countries.

Western Union’s Regional Vice Presi-
dent for the Middle East, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, Hatem Sleiman, empha-
sized the importance of the collaboration,
which gives customers access to the full
scale of Western Union’s network.

Sleiman added that according to
World Bank’s 2022 remittance data, Ku-
wait ranked in the top 10 send markets
globally. Consumers expect a choice in
how and when they send money. They
want services that are easy to access, re-
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Meshal Mandani

Hatem Sleiman, Regional Vice Pre-
sident, MEPA, Western Union.

liable, convenient and can be completed
at speed. Joining forces with Kuwait
Finance House to expand its digital app
capability, Western Union aims to serve
these needs. The collaboration brings
Western Union another step closer to-
wards ensuring accessible financial ser-
vices for all, which is a central compo-
nent of its strategy.

It is worth noting that KFH provides
a range of digital banking solutions via
the KFHOnline app. These include a set
of new services such as submitting a per-
sonal finance application online through
KFHOnline, opening a gold account
with options for selling and buying, gold
delivery service, cheque book request,
instant cheque printing, instant debit
card issuance via QR code, and cheque
deposit. Customers can also view invest-
ment plans, make local and international
transfers, and create investment deposits.

JassiM MIRAJ

ART OF CALLIGRAPHY

YARMOUK CULTURAL CENTRE

I2-14 pEeC

WORKSHOP

5-7PM

DAI Workshop: Art of Calligraphy flyer.
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Duke of Sussex said he wants protection when he visits home

Prince Harry challenges UK govt over security removal

LONDON, Dec 5, (AP): Prince Harry is challenging on Tuesday
the British government’s decision to strip him of his security detail
after he gave up his status as a working member of the royal family
and moved to the United States.

The Duke of Sussex said he wants protection when he visits
home and claimed it’s partly because an aggressive press jeopard-
izes his safety and that of his family.

The three-day hearing scheduled to begin in London’s High
Court is the latest in a string of Harry’s legal cases that have kept
London judges busy as he takes on the UK government and the
British tabloid media. It was not clear if he would attend Tuesday’s
hearing.

Harry failed to persuade a different judge earlier this year that he
should be able to privately pay for London’s police force to guard
him when he comes to town. A judge denied that offer after a gov-
ernment lawyer argued that officers shouldn’t be used as “private
bodyguards for the wealthy.”

Harry, the youngest son of King Charles III, said he did not feel

safe bringing his wife, former actor Meghan Markle, and their two
young children back to Britain and was concerned about his own
safety after being chased by paparazzi following a London charity
event.

Harry’s animosity toward the press dates back to the death of his
mother Princess Diana, who died in a car wreck as her driver tried
to outrun aggressive photographers in Paris.

Decision

Harry, whose wife is mixed-raced, cited what he said were racist
attitudes and unbearable intrusions of the British media in his deci-
sion to leave the United Kingdom.

The 39-year-old prince is challenging the decision by the Execu-
tive Committee for the Protection of Royalty and Public Figures to
provide his security on a “case by case” basis after moving in 2020
to Canada and then California, where he and his family now reside.

He said the committee unfairly nixed his security request without
hearing from him personally and did not disclose the makeup of the

panel, which he later learned included royal family staff. He said
Edward Young, the assistant private secretary to the late Queen
Elizabeth II, should not have been on the committee because of
“significant tensions” between the two men.

The Home Office has argued that any tensions between Harry
and the royal household staff was irrelevant and that the committee
was entitled to its decision because he had relinquished his role as
a working member of the family.

The case is one of five that Harry has pending in the High Court.

The four other lawsuits involve Britain’s best-known tabloids,
including a case that alleges the publisher of the Daily Mail libeled
him when it ran a story suggesting he had tried to hide his efforts
to continue receiving government-funded security. A ruling is ex-
pected in that case Friday.

Three other lawsuits allege that journalists at the Mail, the Dai-
ly Mirror, and The Sun used unlawful means, such as deception,
phone hacking or hiring private investigators to dig up dirt about
him.

WASHINGTON: President Joe

Biden is making a big push to
raise money for his reelection
effort before the end of the year,
appearing at seven events through
next Monday - with more to
come.

Biden was traveling to Massa-
chusetts on Tuesday to schmooze
with donors at a trio of Boston
fundraisers to benefit his campaign
and the broader Democratic Party,
including an event in the city’s
theater district featuring a concert
by singer-songwriter and guitarist
James Taylor.

Later this week, the Democrat
will touch down on the West Coast
on Friday for his first Los Angeles
fundraisers since the end of the
strikes by actors and screenwrit-
ers, featuring film director Steven
Spielberg and “Scandal” show-
runner Shonda Rhimes, among
other celebrities.

Biden will also attend a fund-
raiser Wednesday near the White
House and another one on Monday
in Philadelphia.

“This next election is going to
be different,” the president said
last week at a money event in
Denver, where he sought to draw
contrasts with former President
Donald Trump, expected to
be Biden’s Republican oppo-
nent. “Not because I’'m running,
because of the nature of what’s at
stake.”

The burst of fundraising comes
as the holiday season sets in and as
candidates make their final pushes
to raise needed cash before the
quarter ends on Dec. 31.

Biden is also headlining fund-
raisers in Washington, D.C., and
in Maryland later in December.

November was the campaign’s
strongest grassroots fundrais-
ing month since Biden formally
announced last April that he was
seeking a second term, accord-
ing to a campaign official who
requested anonymity to discuss
campaign finances before details
are made public. The numbers will
be released in January. (AP)

d a a
LOS ANGELES: An influencer

who staged a California plane
crash to make a YouTube video of
himself parachuting to safety was
sentenced Monday to six months
in federal prison for obstructing
the investigation by destroying the
wreckage, the US Justice Depart-
ment.

Trevor Daniel Jacob, 30, an
experienced pilot and skydiver,
pleaded guilty in June to one count
of destruction and concealment
with the intent to obstruct a federal

investigation.

Variety

This image released by Focus Features shows Paul Giamatti in a scene from ‘The Holdovers.’

Film

(AP)

A 20-year journey from ‘Sideways’ to recognition

Will Giamatti finally secure an Oscar?

NEW YORK, Dec 5, (AP): When Paul Giamatti made
“Sideways” with Alexander Payne, he stayed in a little
house in the middle of a large vineyard. At the end of a
day of shooting, he would drive home in darkness, with
the California hills around him.

Giamatti was then a respected character actor,
but this was one of his first times as the lead. And he
couldn’t believe it.

“I remember Alexander saying, ‘You two guys are
going to do it,”” recalls Giamatti of himself and Thomas
Hayden Church. “And we were like, ‘Seriously?’”

In the years since, Giamatti, 56, has remained a lead-
ing man, albeit an unlikely one. His ability to carry a
movie is now, well, kind of obvious. That goes for indie
gems like “Private Life” and “Win Win” or acclaimed
series like “John Adams” and “Billions.”

But two decades later, “Sideways” remains lodged
in Giamatti’s memory. “I remember every second of
making it,” he said on a recent afternoon in Manhattan.
Wide as his travels have been since - “Hamlet” at Yale,
Jerry Heller in “Straight Outta Compton,” seven years
on “Billions” - he’s not experienced anything quite like
the natural, ensemble feel of “Sideways.” Until, that is,
he reteamed with Payne for “The Holdovers.”

“I’ve never done anything like it again,” says Gia-
matti, “except this is the closest thing to it.”

“The Holdovers,” playing in theaters and available
digitally, marks the long-in-coming reunion of Giamatti
and Payne. Just as in “Sideways,” their alchemy pro-
duces something wry and moving. The setting - a 1970s
boarding school - has moved from California sunshine
to snowy New England.

But a faint connection between to the two movies is
there. Giamatti plays Paul Hunham, an irascible clas-
sics professor, widely disliked by his students, who’s
forced to spend Christmas break with a handful of stu-
dents. The movie, a broad comedy at first, peels away
a tender humanistic drama around the trio of Hunham,
a bright, less well-off student (Dominic Sessa) and the
school’s grieving head cook (Da’Vine Joy Randolph).

For Giamatti, the bookends of “Sideways” and “The
Holdovers” inevitably prompt reflection on the distance
he’s traveled in the intervening decades.

“All the stuff in between, I mean the life changes,
the professional stuff - it’s just insane. My whole life
changed. I got divorced. Massive change,” Giamatti
says. “I never talked to Alexander about this, but I
thought there were similarities between the two charac-
ters. But it’s a guy 20 years on from the other guy. And

The video titled “I Crashed

probably there’s a lot of me 20 years on going into it.”

Hunham, like Giamatti’s struggling writer Miles
Raymond of “Sideways,” is a prickly misanthrope
stuck in a midlife stasis. In Giamatti’s hands, the dia-
logue of an erudite grouch sings. One example: “Christ
on a crutch, what sort of fascist hash foundry are you
running?”

“I kind of like this character better, for some reason,”
Giamatti says. “He’s not as self-pitying. He’s got a little
more zest. He, like, enjoys being the a--hole that he is.”

Payne and Giamatti have talked for years about mak-
ing another movie, including a private-eye film (“It’d
be so great,” says Giamatti) and a Western (“I'm like,
I would do anything in a Western”). But it wasn’t until
Payne got together with screenwriter David Hemingson
with the idea of loosely adapting the 1935 French com-
edy “Merlusse” that they hit on the right project.

Connections

“I wanted to work with that guy again for 20 years,”
says Payne. “I’ve been lucky to work with a lot of ter-
rific actors, but we had a really terrific professional rela-
tionship making ‘Sideways.” I was waiting for the right
thing - and created it. I told David Hemingson: We’re
writing for Paul Giamatti.”

“He’s just the best actor,” Payne adds. “He’s the fin-
est actor. Not casting aspersions on others, I just think
there’s nothing he cannot do.”

The part of Paul also had connections to Giamatti’s
own upbringing. His father, A. Bartlett Giamatti, was
an academic. Aside from being president of Yale and
commissioner of Major League Baseball, he was a pro-
fessor of English Renaissance literature. His mother,
Toni, taught at the Hopkins School, the New Haven,
Connecticut, prep school. The younger Giamatti, him-
self, attended the boarding school Choate as a day stu-
dent.

“I think it’s why he was like, ‘You’ll get this charac-
ter. This is sort of written for you.” Because he knows
I went to a school like that and I had a background like
that,” says Giamatti. “He even knows I'm interested in
Roman history. A lot it was kind of a big gift of like:
You kind of know all of this.”

Asked for an example of how he and Payne work
together, Giamatti describes a scene from “Sideways”
when his character runs into his ex-wife and learns
she’s newly married and pregnant. Miles, crushed,
struggles to keep up a cheery facade.

“We had done three takes or something, and he came

camera in hand.
His jump and the aircraft’s

ment, Jacob had a sponsorship
deal to promote a company’s

up to me and said, ‘Don’t stop smiling. Whatever you
do, whatever she says, you can’t stop smiling,”” says
Giamatti. “That was one of the best examples to me of
how an actor and a director can work together. He saw
something I was doing and he just kept pulling it out
of me.”

On “The Holdovers,” Giamatti and Payne had their
first argument. In a scene toward the end of the film,
Paul is in a tense meeting with the parents of Sessa’s
character. In the middle of it, Giamatti decided to sit
down - an instinctual choice that, he felt, showed Paul
was breaking protocol.

“He came up to me and he said, ‘Talk to me about
sitting down,’” recalls Giamatti.

They discussed Giamatti’s reasoning and as they be-
gan to shoot it, Payne announced: “Sitting down, I buy
it.” But by then, Giamatti had rethought it. He asked to
try it standing up. Each had come around to the other’s
idea. Giamatti decided he liked standing better.

“And that was the biggest disagreement we had,”
says Giamatti, laughing.

During the actors strike, Giamatti and his castmates
(Randolph and Sessa have also been widely celebrated
for their performances), weren’t able to promote the
film. Normally, missing out on interviews wouldn’t be
something Giamatti would lose sleep over.

“But it was funny, I kept saying to my girlfriend, ‘I
actually want to be talking about it. I think I'm frus-
trated that I can’t,”” Giamatti says.

Twenty years ago, Giamatti was surprisingly passed
over for an Oscar nomination for “Sideways.” This
time, many are predicting he’ll receive his first Acad-
emy Award nomination for best actor. (He was nomi-
nated for best-supporting actor in 2006 for “Cinderella
Man.”)

“That would be lovely if it happened. I’'m not count-
ing on anything,” Giamatti says. “But for the first time,
I do feel like putting myself behind it because I'd like it
to get acknowledged in some way. Whether it’s me or
not, that’s fine. If the movie does, if (Randolph) does,
if Hemingson does or Alexander does - it’d be great if
somebody does.”

If Giamatti is nominated for best actor, it would be
an overdue acknowledgement of one this era’s finest
actors, one who’s long imbued everyman characters
with wit and warmth. Calling them “schlubs” wouldn’t
do justice for the justice he does them. So good at it is
Giamatti that you might mistake the very down-to-earth
actor for a regular guy, too.

its location - and then lied that he
did not know the location.

My Airplane” appeared in
December 2021 and purported to
show Jacob’s small plane have
engine failure over the mountain-
ous Los Padres National Forest
in Santa Barbara County.
Already wearing a parachute, he
jumped out with a selfie stick

plunge were recorded by cameras
mounted on the plane’s wing and
tail and by the camera he carried.
After landing, he hiked to the
crash site and recovered video
from the onboard cameras, the
government said.

According to the plea agree-

product in a video he would post,
and he never intended to complete
the Nov. 24, 2021, flight.

The Justice Department said
Jacob later informed federal inves-
tigators about the crash, was told
he was responsible for preserving
the wreckage, agreed to determine

On Dec. 10, 2021, Jacob and a
friend flew to the site in a helicop-
ter that was used to lift the wreck-
age and fly it to a trailer attached
to his pickup truck, according to
the agreement. The plane was later
cut up, and the parts were disposed
of in trash bins. (AP)
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Career sethacks
‘Clashing stories’ in
Majors assault trial

NEW YORK, Dec 5, (AP): Jonathan Majors listened
silently, head-cocked and eyes down, as a Manhattan
prosecutor and his defense attorney offered competing
accounts of a violent confrontation in the backseat of a
car that led to assault charges against the film star and
put his rapid Hollywood ascent on pause.

The opening statements Monday in the trial against
Majors centered on whether the actor assaulted his for-
mer girlfriend, Grace Jabbari, after she read a roman-
tic text message sent to his phone by another woman.

Prosecutors say Majors grabbed the woman’s hand
so hard he fractured her middle finger, then twisted
her arm behind her back and struck her on the side of
the head - the latest outburst in an alleged pattern of
physical and emotional abuse. An attorney for Majors
argued that her client was the
true victim, claiming he was
left bloodied by the attack,
while she spent the rest of the
night clubbing.

That the competing versions
of the struggle were presented
to a jury was itself unusual, a
rare instance of a misdemeanor
assault case going to trial. For
Majors, a 34-year-old rising
star, the stakes may be higher
than the one year in prison he
could face if convicted.

In her opening statements, the actor’s attorney, Pri-
ya Chaudhry, described the allegations as a revenge
plot to “ruin Jonathan Majors and take away every-
thing he has spent his whole life working for.”

Pointing to Majors’ breakout roles in “Creed III”
and his emergence as a key supervillain in the Marvel
multiverse, Chaudhry said her client’s career “seemed
unstoppable until he ended his relationship with Ms.
Jabbari and she, hours later, made these false allega-
tions.”

Majors

Confrontation

Since his arrest in March, an ad campaign for the
US Army featuring Majors has been pulled and the
release of “Magazine Dreams,” a Sundance award-
winning filming that he starred in, has been postponed.

Chaudhry also invoked Majors’ race - he is Black,
Jabbari is white - as a potential reason that he was ar-
rested the day after the confrontation.

In his own opening statements, assistant district at-
torney Michael Perez described the alleged assault as
the culmination of a “cruel and manipulative pattern
of psychological and physical abuse” that Majors di-
rected at his partner of two years.

The trial, he said, would show that Majors “de-
manded total compliance” from his girlfriend, at one
point telling her that she needed to model herself after
Michelle Obama or Coretta Scott King. If she didn’t
meet that standard - by staying out late with friends or
going to a music festival, for example - Majors would
often become angry, throwing household objects or
shouting at her, the prosecutor said.

Both prosecution and defense offered clashing nar-
ratives about the aftermath of the alleged assault as
well.

Once the driver pulled over, Majors fled the scene
with his phone as Jabbari chased him “on foot, through
traffic, like in a movie,” according to Chaudhry. Un-
able to find Majors, she met three strangers and fol-
lowed them to a Manhattan night club, where she
spent the next few hours drinking and dancing, the
defense attorney said.

The prosecutor, meanwhile, said Majors picked Jab-
bari up and threw her inside the car on multiple occa-
sions after the driver pulled over. He said she accepted
the invitation of bystanders in hopes of “temporarily
blocking out” the abuse committed by Majors. She re-
turned home after a few hours at the nightclub, took
two sleeping pills and fell asleep on the floor of her
bathroom, he said.

Jabbari awoke the next morning to Majors standing
over her with police officers. Though Perez said she
was initially reluctant to report the abuse “because of
how he’s manipulated her in the past and trained her
to stay silent,” she soon told police about the alleged
assault, leading to the arrest of Majors.

She was hospitalized with minor injuries. Six
months later, she was arrested by police after Majors
brought a counter-claim against her for assaulting him
in the vehicle. Those charges were dismissed by the
Manhattan DA the following day.

Perez referenced the arrest on Monday, telling ju-
rors that Majors’ “attempts to control and intimidate
Ms. Jabbari extended well after he assaulted her.”

Jabbari is expected to testify against her former
partner in the coming days. Majors did not speak to
reporters as he entered and exited the courtroom on
Monday.

Also:

WOODSTOCK, Ala.: A man featured in the hit pod-
cast “S-Town” that chronicled events in a rural Ala-
bama community was shot and killed by police dur-
ing a weekend standoff in the town, authorities said
Monday.

Joseph Tyler Goodson, 32, of Woodstock, was
shot and killed by officers after he barricaded himself
inside a home and “brandished a gun” at officers early
Sunday, the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency said.

The agency’s statement said the Woodstock Police
Department had initially responded to a “call for ser-
vice” early Sunday and the standoff ensued. Multiple
law enforcement agencies converged on the home.

The statement said Goodson was shot by officers
during the confrontation and was subsequently pro-
nounced dead.

The state agency did not describe what led to the
initial call to the home.

“Police bout to shoot me down in my own yard,”
a message posted early Sunday on Goodson’s Face-
book account read, news outlets, WIAT and al.com
reported.

The state agency is reviewing the shooting and will
turn its findings over to the Bibb County district at-
torney.

The 2017 podcast, which won a Peabody Award,
told the story of an Alabama man named John B. Mc-
Lemore, who died by suicide before the show came
out. McLemore’s use of an expletive to describe his
hometown gives the podcast its abbreviated title.

“S-Town” begins telling the story of a reputed kill-
ing and also another death and winds up focusing on
the eccentric McLemore, a restorer of antique clocks,
and his tortured relationship with the town of Wood-
stock. Several people in his life were also featured,
including Goodson.

“Because you know, I ain’t ever had no daddy
worth a damn. He’s just about the only daddy I've
got,” Goodson said of McLemore in the the third epi-
sode of the podcast.
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Musician Lenny Kravitz poses at the
Critics Choice Association’s Celebra-
tion of Cinema and Television: Honor-
ing Black, Latino and AAPI Achieve-
ments, Monday, Dec. 4, at Fairmont
Century Plaza in Los Angeles. (AP)

Variety

GREEGE: Police in Greece have arrested
a rap artist accused of using explosives to
rob cash machines and finance his music
videos, authorities said Monday.

The 28-year-old Greek singer, who was
not named, was arrested over the weekend
with two other suspects aged 26 and 27
after police raided a property near Athens
and searched several vehicles.

Police seized 1.5 kilograms (3.3 pounds)
of explosives, an M 16 assault rifle, four
handguns and just over 200,000 euros
($217,200) in cash.

“They laundered money by spending
exorbitant amounts via the music industry
or by gambling at casinos,” police Brig.
Gen. Ioannis Skouras alleged.

Police spokeswoman Constantia Dimog-
lidou alleged the gang was linked to 10 ATM
attacks in several parts of Greece, mostly
in isolated locations, stealing an estimated
710,000 euros ($770,000) in total. (AP)

o Q Q
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico: A female

tourist from Boston was killed Monday
by a shark while paddleboarding in the
Bahamas, police told reporters.

The victim, who was not identified, was
attacked less than a mile off the western end
of New Providence island, where the capital,
Nassau, is located. She was paddleboarding
with a man who was not injured, according to
Police Sgt. Desiree Ferguson.

“We extend our heartfelt condolences. . .for
this most unfortunate situation,” she said.

Police said a lifeguard rescued both people
with a boat upon seeing what was happening,
but the woman suffered serious injuries to the
right side of her body and was declared dead
at the scene despite CPR efforts.

It was not immediately clear what type
of shark attacked the woman. A police su-
perintendent did not immediately respond
to a message requesting comment.

Gavin Naylor, program director of the
International Shark Attack File in Florida,
said in an interview that there have been a
couple of shark-related fatalities reported in
the Bahamas in the past five years.

He noted that the Bahamas has a “huge”
tourist population, adding that there are a
lot of people in the water and a lot of visi-
tors who want to view sharks from a fishing
boat or dive with them.

“So the sharks get acclimated, and the
animals are a little bit less cautious than
they otherwise might be,” he said. (AP)

a a a

LONDON: Oxford University Press has
named “rizz” as its word of the year, high-

Music

Some ideas for the music lover in your life

Gift guide that will strike a chord

LOS ANGELES, Dec 5, (AP): For the
obsessive record collector or the casual
listener, the shower singer or the rock
star of tomorrow, a music-inspired gift
is never a faux pas over the holidays.

The challenge, of course, is in the
decision making. Is a genre-specific
festival ticket the way to go? What
about a box set fit for a budding au-
diophile?

Here’s a variety gift guide for the
audio lover in your life - from photo
card binders for the K-pop superfan to
a pair of some of the best headphones
on the market and a cheese board that
looks surprisingly hi-def.

It’ll be music to their ears.

Give ’em Simone: There are vi-
nyl box sets, and then there is “Four
Women: The Nina Simone Complete
Recordings 1964-1967,” a massive,
seven-LP collection built from the
seven albums Simon released for the
Philips label during her most prolific
creative period. That’s 1964’s “Nina
Simone in Concert” and “Broadway-
Blues-Ballads”; 1965°s “I Put A Spell
On You,” “Pastel Blues” and “Let It
All Out”; 1966’s “Wild Is the Wind”;
and 1967’s “High Priestess of Soul,”
remastered from the original tape. It is
the ideal way to celebrate the musician
and civil rights activist, and the ideal
gift for a music fan of any walk.

Hit “Play”: The cassette tape revo-
lutionized the music industry and the
music listening experience: You could
make mixtapes for loved ones, record
that hit song from the radio, or best of
all, carry your favorite album around
with you. In “High Bias: The Distorted
History of the Cassette Tape,” music
journalist Marc Masters provides the
definitive text on the tiny-but-mighty
piece of plastic. Perfect for the pop-
culture obsessed. Cost: $20

For Your Pleasure: In 2021, Harry
Styles entered the beauty game with his
company, “Pleasing,” beginning with
colorful, gender-neutral nail polish. It
continued to grow, eventually includ-
ing skincare and makeup. This holiday
season, Styles has entered the fragrance
game. Launched this month, Styles’
perfume line includes “Closeness,”
described as a “woody musk scent,”
“Rivulets,” which is a “floral, fresh am-
ber scent,” and “Bright, Hot,” a “heady

lighting the popularity of a term used by
Generation Z to describe someone’s ability
to attract or seduce another person.

It topped “Swiftie” (an enthusiastic
fan of Taylor Swift), “situationship” (an
informal romantic or sexual relationship)

woody amber scent with top notes of
plum and tobacco.” Something for eve-
ryone, or, at least, the pop music fan
in your life. It’s a welcome distraction
from One Direction’s indefinite hiatus.

Say Cheese: This one might give
an audiophile a heart attack, but that
doesn’t make it any less adorable. ‘Tis
the season to break out the charcuterie
board and host a great holiday party
- but why not do it in musical style?
The “Turntable Cheese Board” from
Uncommon Goods is exactly what it
sounds like - a cheese board designed
to look like the most expensive, slick
turntable, featuring a slate platter and
hidden slicer in the one arm. Delicious.

Hear It Loud: There’s never a
wrong time to upgrade headphones - in
fact, it makes for a great gift. Sony’s
MDR-7506 headphones are a par-
ticularly wise selection. This pair is
perfect for aspiring producers, music
students, podcast hosts of the future,
anyone who wants to look cool walk-
ing down the street with studio-grade
headphones and beyond. They’re an
industry standard for a reason.

The Way She Was: On Nov. 7,
Barbra Streisand released her very
long and very long-awaited memoir,
“My Name is Barbra.” She’d talked
about it for years - in 2021, she told
Jimmy Fallon that Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis had asked her to write a mem-
oir in the early 1980s, when the former
first lady was an editor at Doubleday.
(Heck, during an Associated Press in-
terview in 2009, Streisand mentioned
that she had been writing chapters
about her life, in longhand. “I go back
and forth,” Streisand said at the time.
“Do I really want to write about my
life? Do I really want to relive my life?
I’'m not sure.”) But beyond the wait
- and the fact that “My Name is Bar-
bra” is well worth it, a larger-than-life
autobiography coming in at a whop-
ping 1,040 pages - are the revelations
that await the reader. From her child-
hood to her marriage to the making of
“Yentl” and beyond.

K-Pop Cool: Far too often, holiday
gift guides - even those specifically ca-
tering to music enthusiasts - fail to ac-
count for dedicated, artist-specific fan-
doms. And that’s a shame, because the
most thoughtful presents are often the

and “prompt” (an instruction given to an ar-
tificial intelligence program) in the annual
decision by experts at the publisher of the
multivolume Oxford English Dictionary.
The four finalists were selected by a
public vote and the winner was announced

sky original

sky original

Jack O’Connell, (left), Penelope Cruz, (second left), Adam Driver, (centre),
Shailene Woodley, (second right), and Patrick Dempsey arrive at the premiere
of the film Ferrari, Monday, Dec. 4, in London. (AP)

most specific ones. They communicate
to the gift-receiver that the gift-giver
really gets them. That they listen. For
the K-pop lover, why not get a photo-
card binder where they can store their
limited-edition collection? Just make
sure you know who their “bias” (a K-
pop term for favorite member) is first,
OK? That would be embarrassing.

It’s Not A Phase: In his second
book, “Goth: A History”, Lol Tol-
hurst, co-founder the influential “goth”
band The Cure, explores the often-
misunderstood movement, what he
calls “the last true alternative outsider
subculture.” It’s about the music sub-
genre born out of late-’70s punk and
dread, of course (Joy Division, Bau-
haus, Siouxsie and the Banshees) but
also touches on Tim Burton films, Ed-
gar Allan Poe’s poem “The Raven,”
Mary Shelley’s novel “Frankenstein”,
Emily Bronté, and an adolescent pe-
riod marked by black nail polish and
nihilism. It’s a well-rounded, inter-
disciplinary and definitive history and
part-memoir, perfect for that friend
who swears he liked that band before
they were big.

There’s Something Going On: In
1995, The Roots dropped their influen-
tial sophomore album, “Do You Want
More?!!127?1,” a critically acclaimed al-
bum in hip-hop canon. Now, nearly three
decades later, a four-LP box set has been
released - a remastered version of the
original two LP albums and now with
bonus tracks curated by Questlove him-
self. He and Tariq Trotter, a.k.a. Black
Thought, wrote the liner notes, and that’s
akind of exclusive commentary you can
only pay for. (And if you're feeling re-
ally generous, you could also throw in
Trotter’s new book, “The Upcycled Self:
A Memoir on the Art of Becoming Who
We Are” and become the greatest gift
giver in your circle.)

Te Amo: What do music fans really
want for the holidays? The live music
experience, of course. In 2024, the
Latin music festival Besame Mucho
is headed to Austin, Texas, following
the success of its inaugural year in Los
Angeles, and should be considered a
hot-ticket item. The lineup features
Los Tigres Del Norte, Banda MS,
Grupo Frontera and many more - a
can’t miss event.

on Monday.

Rizz is believed to come from the middle
of the word charisma, and can be used as
a verb, as in to “rizz up,” or chat someone
up, the publisher said.

“It speaks to how younger generations
create spaces - online or in person - where
they own and define the language they
use,” the publisher said. “From activism to
dating and wider culture, as Gen Z comes
to have more impact on society, differences
in perspectives and lifestyle play out in
language, too.” (AP)

d d d

NEW YORK: MSNBC will shuffle its
weekend schedule early next year to try
and juice ratings, starting a new morn-
ing ensemble program and ending regular
shows hosted by Mehdi Hasan and Yas-
min Vossoughian.

In a memo to her staff recently, MSNBC
President Rashida Jones said the changes will
help the network “better position ourselves as
we head into the presidential election.”

The new show, “The Weekend,” will
air for two hours starting at 8 a.m. Eastern
on Saturday and Sunday. Its hosts will
be Alicia Menendez, Symone Sanders-
Townsend and Michael Steele.

Ayman Mohyeldin and Alex Witt will
both get more airtime as hosts on both
weekend days under the new plans. Jona-
than Capehart and Katie Phang will see
time shift changes. (AP)
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The Conversation

MicroRNA is the master regulator of genome

Experts explore ways to treat diseases by controlling genes

By Andrea Kasinski
Purdue University

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofit source of news,
analysis and commentary from
academic experts.

a 4 Q

he Earth formed 4.5 billion years

ago, and life less than a billion
years after that. Although life as we
know it is dependent on four major
macromolecules - DNA, RNA, pro-
teins and lipids - only one is thought to
have been present at the beginning of
life: RNA.

It is no surprise that RNA likely
came first. It is the only one of those
major macromolecules that can both
replicate itself and catalyze chemical
reactions, both of which are essen-
tial for life. Like DNA, RNA is made
from individual nucleotides linked into
chains. Scientists initially understood
that genetic information flows in one
direction: DNA is transcribed into
RNA, and RNA is translated into pro-
teins. That principle is called the cen-
tral dogma of molecular biology. But
there are many deviations.

Target

One major example of an excep-
tion to the central dogma is that some
RNAs are never translated or coded
into proteins. This fascinating diver-
sion from the central dogma is what led
me to dedicate my scientific career to
understanding how it works. Indeed,
research on RNA has lagged behind the
other macromolecules. Although there
are multiple classes of these so-called
noncoding RNAs, researchers like my-
self have started to focus a great deal of
attention on short stretches of genetic
material called microRNAs and their
potential to treat various diseases, in-
cluding cancer.

Scientists regard microRNAs as
master regulators of the genome due
to their ability to bind to and alter the
expression of many protein-coding
RNAs. Indeed, a single microRNA can
regulate anywhere from 10 to 100 pro-
tein-coding RNAs. Rather than trans-
lating DNA to proteins, they instead
can bind to protein-coding RNAs to
silence genes.

The reason microRNAs can regulate
such a diverse pool of RNAs stems
from their ability to bind to target
RNAs they don’t perfectly match up
with. This means a single microRNA
can often regulate a pool of targets that
are all involved in similar processes
in the cell, leading to an enhanced re-
sponse.

Because a single microRNA can
regulate multiple genes, many micro-
RNAs can contribute to disease when
they become dysfunctional.

In 2002, researchers first identified
the role dysfunctional microRNAs
play in disease through patients with a
type of blood and bone marrow cancer
called chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
This cancer results from the loss of
two microRNAs normally involved in
blocking tumor cell growth. Since then,
scientists have identified over 2,000
microRNAs in people, many of which
are altered in various diseases.

The field has also developed a fairly
solid understanding of how microRNA
dysfunction contributes to disease.
Changing one microRNA can change
several other genes, resulting in a pleth-
ora of alterations that can collectively
reshape the cell’s physiology. For exam-
ple, over half of all cancers have signifi-
cantly reduced activity in a microRNA
called miR-34a. Because miR-34a regu-
lates many genes involved in prevent-
ing the growth and migration of cancer
cells, losing miR-34a can increase the
risk of developing cancer.

Researchers are looking into using
microRNAs as therapeutics for can-
cer, heart disease, neurodegenerative

disease and others. While results in the
laboratory have been promising, bring-
ing microRNA treatments into the clin-
ic has met multiple challenges. Many
are related to inefficient delivery into
target cells and poor stability, which
limit their effectiveness.

One reason why delivering micro-
RNA treatments into cells is difficult
is because microRNA treatments need
to be delivered specifically to diseased
cells while avoiding healthy cells. Un-
like mRNA COVID-19 vaccines that
are taken up by scavenging immune
cells whose job is to detect foreign ma-
terials, microRNA treatments need to
fool the body into thinking they aren’t
foreign in order to avoid immune attack
and get to their intended cells.

Scientists are studying various ways
to deliver microRNA treatments to their
specific target cells. One method garner-
ing a great deal of attention relies on di-
rectly linking the microRNA to a ligand,
a kind of small molecule that binds to
specific proteins on the surface of cells.
Compared with healthy cells, diseased
cells can have a disproportionate num-
ber of some surface proteins, or recep-
tors. So, ligands can help microRNAs
home specifically to diseased cells while
avoiding healthy cells. The first ligand
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration to deliver small RNAs
like microRNAs, N-acetylgalactosa-
mine, or GalNAc, preferentially delivers
RNAs to liver cells.

Identifying ligands that can deliver
small RNAs to other cells requires find-
ing receptors expressed at high enough
levels on the surface of target cells.
Typically, over one million copies per
cell are needed in order to achieve suf-
ficient delivery of the drug.

One ligand that stands out is folate,
also referred to as vitamin B9, a small
molecule critical during periods of
rapid cell growth such as fetal develop-
ment. Because some tumor cells have
over one million folate receptors, this
ligand provides sufficient opportunity
to deliver enough of a therapeutic RNA
to target different types of cancer. For
example, my laboratory developed a
new molecule called FolamiR-34a -
folate linked to miR-34a - that reduced
the size of breast and lung cancer tu-
mors in mice.

One of the other challenges with us-
ing small RNAs is their poor stability,
which leads to their rapid degradation.
As such, RNA-based treatments are
generally short-lived in the body and
require frequent doses to maintain a
therapeutic effect.

Development

To overcome this challenge, re-
searchers are modifying small RNAs
in various ways. While each RNA re-
quires a specific modification pattern,
successful changes can significantly in-
crease their stability. This reduces the
need for frequent dosing, subsequently
decreasing treatment burden and cost.

For example, modified GalNAc-
siRNAs, another form of small RNAs,
reduces dosing from every few days to
once every six months in nondividing
cells. My team developed folate li-
gands linked to modified microRNAs
for cancer treatment that reduced dos-
ing from once every other day to once
a week. For diseases like cancer where
cells are rapidly dividing and quickly
diluting the delivered microRNA, this
increase in activity is a significant ad-
vancement in the field. We anticipate
this accomplishment will facilitate fur-
ther development of this folate-linked
microRNA as a cancer treatment in the
years to come.

While there is still considerable work
to be done to overcome the hurdles as-
sociated with microRNA treatments,
it’s clear that RNA shows promise as
a therapeutic for many diseases. (AP)

Climate

‘Threats from warming are immediate and present’

Earth running a fever: UN talks shift
focus on contagious effect on health

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates, Dec 5,
(AP): With Planet Earth running a fe-
ver, UN climate talks focused Sunday
on the contagious effects on human
health.

Under a brown haze over Dubai,
the COP28 summit moved past two
days of lofty rhetoric and calls for
unity from top leaders to concerns
about health issues like the deaths of
at least 7 million people globally from
air pollution each year and the spread
of diseases like cholera and malaria
as global warming upends weather
systems.

World Health Organization Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said it’s high time for the UN
Conference of Parties on climate to
hold its first “Health Day” in its 28th
edition, saying the threats to health
from climate change were “immediate
and present.”

“Although the climate crisis is a
health crisis, it’s well overdue that 27
COPs have been and gone without a
serious discussion of health,” he said.
“Undoubtedly, health stands as the
most compelling reason for taking cli-
mate action.”

Attention

After two days of speeches by doz-
ens of presidents, prime ministers,
royals and other top leaders - in the
background and on-stage - participants
were also turning attention to tough
negotiations over the next nine days
to push for more agreement on ways
to cap global warming at 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) since pre-in-
dustrial times.

Pope Francis, who was forced to
abandon plans to attend because of a
case of bronchitis, on Sunday said that
“even from a distance, I am following
with great attention the work.” In re-
marks read at the Vatican by an aide,
the pope called for an end of what he
called “bottlenecks” caused by nation-
alism and “patterns of the past.”

Protests began in earnest Sunday at
COP28: In one, a group gave mock re-
suscitation to an inflatable Earth.

“Well, I mean, it’s cheesy doing
CPR on the Earth,” said Dr. Joe Vi-
pond, an emergency room physician
from Alberta, Canada, who took part.
“We’re kind of in a lot of trouble right
now,” he said, so will do “anything
we can do to bring attention to this
issue.”

Saturday capped off with confer-
ence organizers announcing that 50 oil
and gas companies had agreed to reach
near-zero methane emissions and end
routine flaring in their operations by
2030. They also pledged to reach “net
zero” for their operational emissions
by 2050.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said “the promises made
clearly fall short of what is required.”

In comments Sunday, he called the
methane emissions reductions “a step
in the right direction.” But he criticized
the net zero pledge for excluding emis-
sions from fossil fuel consumption
- where the vast majority of the indus-

Summit grapples with curbing climate change

UN agency cites worrylng warming trend

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates, Dec
5, (AP): The United Nations weather
agency is reporting that glaciers shrank
more than ever from 2011 and 2020
and the Antarctic ice sheet lost 75 per-
cent more compared to the previous
ten years, as it released its latest stark
report about the fallout on the planet
from climate change.

The World Meteorological Or-
ganization served up more evidence
of what scientists already know - the
Earth is heating - on Tuesday, but this
time looking at the trend over a longer
period with its latest Decadal State of
the Climate report.

“Each decade since the 1990s has
been warmer than the previous one
and we see no immediate sign of this
trend reversing,” its secretary-general,
Petteri Taalas, said. “We are losing the
race to save our melting glaciers and
ice sheets.”

Warming oceans and melting of ice
sheets caused the rate of sea-level rise
to nearly double in less than a genera-
tion, he said, and WMO says that bodes
ill for low-lying coastal regions and
countries.

Experts are divided about one of the
most important metrics: The rate of
warming.

Former NASA top scientist James
Hansen, nicknamed the Godfather of
Global Warming for his early warn-
ings, has reported that the rate is ac-
celerating. University of Pennsylvania
climate scientist Michael Mann has
argued warming has been steadily in-
creasing since 1990, but isn’t speeding
up.

“The surface of the planet and the
oceans both continue to warm at a
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Water drips from a melting chunk of ice that originated from the Jamtalfern-

er Glacier near Galtuer, Austria, Sept. 6, 2023. The UN weather agency

is reporting that glaciers shrank more than ever from 2011 and 2020, as it

released its latest stark report about the fallout on the planet from climate
change. (AP)

steady rate, not an accelerating rate,
and that’s bad enough,” Mann said in
an email. He warned that such warming
is fueling increasingly dangerous ex-
treme weather events, coastal flooding
and many other “disastrous” impacts.

Consequences

“And the warming and its conse-
quences will continue as long as we
continue to generate carbon pollution
through fossil fuel burning and other
activities, highlighting the critical need
for progress at the COP28 climate sum-
mit in Dubai taking place right now,”
he wrote.

The WMO report said that glaciers
measured around the world thinned by
roughly one meter (about 3 feet) per
year on average from 2011 to 2020,
and a look at over 40 “reference gla-
ciers” showed the lowest mass balanc-
es of any decade.

“The remaining glaciers near the
Equator are generally in rapid decline.
Glaciers in Papua, Indonesia are likely
to disappear altogether within the next
decade,” WMO said. “In Africa, gla-
ciers on the Rwenzori Mountains and
Mount Kenya are projected to disap-
pear by 2030, and those on Kilimanjaro
by 2040.”

try’s greenhouse gases come from - and
said the announcement provided no
clarity on how the companies planned
to reach their goals.

“There must be no room for green-
washing,” he said.

Germany’s climate envoy Jennifer
Morgan said Sunday the oil and gas
industry needs to go beyond just cut-
ting emissions that are generated to
make those products and slash emis-
sions from indirect activities too, as
well as fossil fuels burned by the end
users.

“It’s 2023,” the former Greenpeace
International co-director said. “I was
already speaking to Shell about this in
1998.”

Temperature rises caused by the
burning of oil, gas and coal have wors-
ened natural disasters like floods, heat
waves and drought, and caused many
people to migrate to more temper-
ate zones - in addition to the negative
knock-on effects for human health.

“Our bodies are ecosystems, and

the world is an ecosystem,” said John
Kerry, the U.S. climate envoy. “If you
poison our land and you poison our wa-
ter and you poison our air, you poison
our bodies.”

He said his daughter Vanessa, who
works with the WHO chief, “repeats to
me frequently that we should not meas-
ure progress on the climate crisis just
by the degrees averted, but by the lives
saved.”

A COP28 declaration backed by
some 120 countries stressed the link
between health and climate change. It
made no mention of phasing out plan-
et-warming fossil fuels, but pledged to
support efforts to curb health care sec-
tor pollution, which accounts for 5%
of global emissions, according to the
WHO head.

In the United States, 8.5% of green-
house gas emissions come from the
health sector and the Biden Admin-
istration is trying to use funds from
the Inflation Reduction Act to try to
cut that down, Assistant Secretary of

Health and Human Services Admiral
Rachel Levine said.

US officials said one of the main is-
sues has been waste anesthesia emis-
sions from hospitals and greenhouse
gases that escape when patients are
treated for respiratory diseases like
asthma with albuterol inhalers.

Solution (cross head)

Part of the solution may come
through raising awareness: when offi-
cials used a system that showed anes-
thesiologists how much gas they used
and how much escaped, emissions fell
by as much as half, said Dr. John Bal-
bus, the Health and Human Services
climate change and health equity direc-
tor.

Dr. Yseult Gibert of Montreal said
70 percent of operating-room emis-
sions come from the way patients are
given anesthesia. She said some types
of anesthesia are more climate-friend-
ly than others, without sacrificing on
quality or effectiveness when it comes
to care.
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West Virginia women down Penn State

Quinerly, Harrison shine

MORGANTOWN, W. Va,,
Dec 5, (AP): JJ Quinerly
scored 22 points, Jordan
Harrison had 14 points,
nine assists and six steals,
and West Virginia beat
No. 25 Penn State 83-65 on
Monday night for its first
victory in the series since

1989.
tKyah Watson
added 15 points,
Lauren  Fields
had 12 and Tavy
Diggs 10 for
West  Virginia |, .
(8-0). (‘G
West Virginia .
took its first A\
Quinerly

double-digit lead
of the game dur-
ing a 12-2 run to
close the first half. Quinerly had 13
points in the first half as the Moun-
taineers shot 46%, including 5 of 8

from distance.

Penn State never got closer than
seven points in the second half.

Tay Valladay led Penn State
(7-2) with 18 points. Ali Brigham
and Chanaya Pinto each scored 10.
Penn State’s top two leading scor-
ers, Makenna Marisa (17 points per
game) and Shay Ciezki (15.5) com-
bined for eight points on 3-for-14
shooting.

Penn State entered averaging 86.3
points per game, while shooting 50%
from the field and 41% from beyond
the arc this season. The Lady Lions

BASKETBALL

shot 47% against West Virginia but
turned it over 26 times, leading to 31
West Virginia points.

Penn State, which has Big 12 wins
against Kansas and Oklahoma State
this season, begins Big Ten play at
No. 12 Ohio State on Sunday. West
Virginia hosts Delaware State on
Sunday.

Djokovic earns year-end No. 1 spot
in ATP rankings for the eighth time

LONDON, Dec 5, (AP): Novak
Djokovic earned the year-end No.
1 spot in the ATP rankings for the
eighth time on Monday, adding to
a record he already held.
Djokovic won three of the
four Grand Slam tournaments -
the Australian Open in January,
French Open in June and U.S.
Open in September - to raise his

TENNIS

career total to a men’s-record 24
and was the runner-up at the oth-
er, Wimbledon. He went 56-7 this
season while leading the tour with
seven titles, including at the ATP
Finals last month.

The 36-year-old from Serbia
regained the top ranking from
Carlos Alcaraz, who edged him in
a five-set final at the All England
Club in July.

Alcaraz finished 2023 at No. 2
after the two men swapped No.
1 back-and-forth repeatedly this
year.

Iga Swiatek claimed the

WTA’s year-end No. 1 ranking
for the second consecutive year
by winning the WTA Finals last
month. Swiatek, who won her
fourth career major champion-
ship at the French Open, overtook
Aryna Sabalenka, the Australian
Open champion and runner-up
to Coco Gauff at the U.S. Open.
Gauff finished at No. 3, followed
by Elena Rybakina at No. 4 and
Jessica Pegula at No. 5.

Djokovic eclipsed his own
mark for the oldest player to top
the ATP at the end of a season; he
was 34 in 2021.

His eight year-end No. 1s put
him two ahead of previous record-
holder Pete Sampras, who did it
six times. Roger Federer and Ra-
fael Nadal each finished at No. 1
five times, as did Jimmy Connors.

Daniil Medvedev closed 2023
at No. 3, followed by Jannik Sin-
ner at a career-best No. 4, Andrey
Rublev at No. 5, Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas at No. 6, Alexander Zverev at
No. 7, Holger Rune at No. 8, Hu-
bert Hurkacz at No. 9 and Taylor
Fritz at No. 10.

Ad giant Dentsu and 5 other companies facing criminal charges

Tokyo Olym
trials more t

TOKYO, Dec 5, (AP): The bid-rig-
ging trial around the Tokyo Olym-
pics played out Tuesday in a Japanese
courtroom - more than two years after
the Games closed - with advertising
giant Dentsu and five other companies
facing criminal charges.

Seven individuals are also facing
charges from Tokyo district prosecu-
tors in the cases, including Koji Hen-
mi, who oversaw the sports division at
Dentsu at the time.

Executives or management-level of-
ficials at each of the accused compa-
nies, and Tokyo Olympic organizing
committee official Yasuo Mori, have
been charged with violating anti-mo-
nopoly laws.

Among the companies facing
charges are Dentsu Group, Hakuhodo,
Tokyu Agency and event organizer
Cerespo. All deal with event organ-
izing, sports promotion or marketing.

Dentsu has a long history of lining
up sponsorships and advertising with
bodies like World Athletics, headed by
Sebastian Coe, and the Switzerland-
based International Olympic Commit-
tee, led by Thomas Bach.

Genta Yoshino, the lawyer for
Henmi, did not deny the bid-rigging
took place. Speaking in Tokyo district
court, he said no bid process was ever
decided upon or set up by the Tokyo
Olympic organizing committee.

“Even if what happened gets catego-
rized as bid-rigging, all my client did
was abide by the organizing commit-
tee’s intentions, following their instruc-
tions,” Yoshino told the court, presided
over by a panel of three judges.

Yoshino said his client merely did
his best to make the Olympics a suc-
cess. Henmi was under pressure from
the 10C, which repeatedly expressed
doubts about the ability of the Tokyo
organizers, Yoshino added.

The organizing committee was
headed at the time by Yoshiro Mori,
a former Japanese prime minister who
was eventually forced to resign as the
head of Tokyo 2020. The CEO was
Toshiro Muto, a former deputy direc-
tor of the Bank of Japan.

The maximum penalty for a com-
pany convicted of bid-rigging is a fine
of up to 500 million yen ($3.3 million).
An individual, if found guilty, faces up
to five years in prison and a fine of up
to 5 million yen ($33,000).
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oics sullied by bid-rigging, bribery
nan two years after Games closed

Trials take months in Japan, some-
times years. The next session in the
trial was scheduled for Jan. 15, 2024.
It’s unclear when a verdict may come.

Dentsu was a key force in land-
ing the Olympics for Tokyo in 2013.
French prosecutors have looked into
allegations that IOC members may
have been bribed to vote for Tokyo.

Once the Olympics landed in To-
kyo, Dentsu became the chief market-
ing arm of the Games and raised a re-
cord $3.3 billion in local sponsorship.
Dentsu received a commission on the
sales - sales that were at least twice as
large as any previous Olympics.

The reports of corruption surround-
ing Dentsu also forced the resignation
in 2019 of Tsunekazu Takeda, the head
of the Japanese Olympic Commit-
tee and an IOC member who headed
Olympic marketing.

Tokyo organizers say they spent
$13 billion to organize the 2020 Olym-
pics, which were delayed a year by
the COVID-19 pandemic. However,

N

The headquarters of Japanese advertising company Dentsu Inc. stands in Tokyo on June 5, 2020. (AP)

a government audit suggests the ex-
penditure might have been twice that.
At least 60% was public money.

The Tokyo scandal ruined the
chances of the northern city of Sappo-
ro of landing the 2030 Winter Olym-
pics. It had been a strong favorite but
was forced to withdraw. The IOC last
week said it favored a French Alps bid
for the 2030 Games with Salt Lake
City the preferred choice for 2034.

OLYMPICS

Earlier this year French police
searched the headquarters of the 2024
Paris Olympics in an investigation
over contracts linked to the Games.

In the wake of the scandal, Dentsu
has been restricted from bidding on
contracts for the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government and by the city of Osaka
and the local prefecture, which is host-
ing the 2025 World Exposition.

Tokyo prosecutors have also been
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investigating a separate bribery scan-
dal centered around Haruyuki Taka-
hashi, a former Dentsu executive.
Takahashi was a member of the Tokyo
Olympic organizing committee and
wielded powerful influence over the
Olympic business.

Takahashi’s trial opens Dec. 14. He
has not publicly acknowledged guilt,
or made any statement, and specula-
tion is rife he will fight the charges.

The scandal involving Takahashi in-
volves bribery allegations over Olym-
pic sponsorships that were won by
companies such as Aoki Holdings, a
clothing company that dressed Japan’s
Olympic team, and Sun Arrow, which
produced the Tokyo Olympic and Par-
alympic mascots.

Some company officials have al-
ready been convicted, but did not re-
ceive jail time. Almost all criminal
trials in Japan result in guilty verdicts.
The defense, including Henmi’s, is
trying to salvage the client’s reputation
and minimize any fines.

Alabama cruises past Arkansas State 89-65

Oregon State tops Gal Poly in 20T

CORVALLIS, Oregon, Dec 5, (AP):
Sophomore Michael Rataj finished
with 18 points and 10 rebounds for his
first career double-double to help Or-
egon State outlast Cal Poly 70-63 in
double overtime Monday night.

Jordan Pope had a go-ahead layup
and KC Ibekwe had back-to-back bas-
kets to cap a 6-1 run that gave Oregon
State (5-3) a 68-63 lead with 33 sec-
onds left in the second overtime.

Rataj scored what turned out to be
the final basket with 1:11 left in regu-
lation, pulling Oregon State even at 49
and forcing overtime. Kobe Sanders’
layup for Cal Poly (3-6) with three sec-
onds to go forced the second overtime
tied at 60.

Alabama 89, Arkansas St 65

In Tuscaloosa, Ala., freshman Ja-
rin Stevenson had 13 points off the

BASKETBALL

bench, Aaron Estrada and Mark Sears
reached scoring milestones and Ala-
bama cruised to an 89-65 victory over
Arkansas State.

Estrada finished with 11 points to
top the 1,600-point plateau and Sears
scored 13 to surpass 1,500 career
points for the Crimson Tide (6-2).
Grant Nelson, a transfer from North
Dakota State who averaged 19.9 points
and 9.8 rebounds last season, had 12
points. Mohamed Wague contributed
12 points, seven rebounds and four
steals.

Taryn Todd had 15 points as all five
starters scored in double figures for the
Red Wolves (2-7).

Arkansas 97, Furman 83

In Fayetteville, Ark., Khalif Battle
finished with 25 points to top 1,000 for
his career and Arkansas beat Furman
97-83.

Battle, who needed three points
to reach the milestone, came off the
bench to sink 7 of 11 shots with four
3-pointers and 7 of 8 free throws for
the Razorbacks (6-3). Battle trans-
ferred to Arkansas after playing for
Butler his freshman year and for Tem-
ple the last three seasons.

Islam under the radar

Bangladesh aim to secure
1st test series win over NZ

MIRPUR, Bangladesh, Dec 5, (AP):
Bangladesh head coach Chandika Ha-
thurusingha wants his players to guard
against complacency as it tries to se-
cure a first series win against New Zea-
land in the second and final test.
Bangladesh won the first test in Syl-
het by 150 runs to close in on a land-
mark series victory. The only top-level
teams that Bangladesh has ever beaten
in a two-match test series are Zimba-
bwe and West

Indies.
“I can’t see
complacency

in the team. If I
see any action of
complacency, I
will have one to
one chat,” Ha-
thurusingha said
ahead of Wednes-
day’s  opening
day. “We had a
good chat inside
the dressing room yesterday. Strong
and experienced leaders like Mushy
(Mushfiqur Rahim) and Mominul
(Haque) spoke very emotionally. They
spoke in Bengali. I can see there’s no
tall poppies in the dressing room.”

The Sylhet test victory was only
Bangladesh’s second against New
Zealand in 18 meetings, and it came
courtesy of captain Najmul Hossain
Shanto’s  second-innings  century.
In doing so, Shanto became the first
Bangladeshi cricketer to hit a century
on his debut as captain.

“Captaincy and leadership are two
things,” Hathurusingha said. “(Shan-
to’s) captaincy was excellent. He was
tactically on the mark. He was step
ahead of the game most of the time.
Very impressive field placings as well.

Sometimes unorthodox, but very ef-
fective.

“(His) leadership was excellent.
He led from the front with his perfor-
mance. He was commanding respect,
and demanding the standard. I think he
has a long future ahead.”

Left-arm spinner Taijul Islam, who
took 10-184 in the first test, will be a
Bangladesh’s most crucial weapon in
Mirpur, which traditionally has a slow
wicket with unven bounce.

“He goes under the radar because
he plays second fiddle to Shakib (Al
Hasan) in most of the games,” Hathu-

CRICKET

rusingha said of Islam. “His record is
phenomenal. He has nearly 200 wick-
ets. He is very consistent.”

New Zealand skipper Tim Southee
said the team’s spinners need to show
more consistency if they are to avoid a
first series defeat against Bangladesh.

“We’re expecting obviously spin-
friendly conditions, but we spoke
about it after the last game about being
more consistent for longer as a bowl-
ing group,” Southee said. “And then,
obviously, partnerships as a batting
unit. We’ve had a great couple of days
of training. So, we’re looking forward
to getting into another test match.”

While  Bangladesh’s  spinners
claimed 18 wickets at an economic rate
of 2.48, New Zealand’s spinners took
14 wickets at a rate of 3.73 runs.

New Zealand’s frontline spinners
Ajaz Patel and Ish Sodhi also had a
limited impact in the match, and the
team could include Rachin Ravindra
and Mitchell Santner in the squad for
the second test.

Change Name

I, SYED MOHAMED, Son
of Thiru. SHAHUL
HAMEED, Born on:
07-03-1977 (Native District
Tirunelveli), Residing at:
80A layam-Post,
Tirunelveli-Dist henceforth

be known as SYED North
Thaikka Street, Melapa
Pin-627005,Tamil nadu.

CYCLING

Shall MOHAMED
BUHARI SYED
MOHAMED. Melapalayam
21th Nov 2023,

flagship cycling tour.
Alaphilippe looms as a strong early fa-
vorite for the six-stage event from Jan. 16 to

Alaphilippe to race in Tour Down Under

SYDNEY, Dec 5, (AP): Two-time world
road champion Julian Alaphilippe has con-
firmed he will join the 25th edition of the
Tour Down Under in January, ten years after
making his world tour debut at Australia’s

21 given the hilly terrain around the south-
ern Australian city of Adelaide suits the
Frenchman’s strengths on rolling hills and
short but steep climbs.

“There are many undulating roads and
tough climbs throughout various stages of
this race, but I'm particularly excited to re-
visit Willunga Hill along with Mt Lofty for

the first time, as I believe both will provide

great opportunities for our team to finish
strong,” the Soudal-QuickStep team leader
said.
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Part of the third Higher Education Sports Games

Public Authority for Applied Education and Training to host Women'’s Futsal League

Al-Salmiya seek ‘redemption’
after Grown Prince Gup upset

Al-Qadsia and Al-Fahaheel consider Dehelis for coaching role

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The Public
Authority for Applied Education and
Training to host the Warba Bank
Women’s Futsal League competi-
tions, part of the third Higher Educa-
tion Sports Games. The event is or-
ganized by the Kuwait School Sports
and Higher Education Federation,
featuring the participation of 6 edu-
cational institutions divided into two
groups.

FUTSAL

In Group A, Kuwait University
is set to face the Public Authority
for Applied Education at five in the
evening today, while the American
University of Kuwait team will have
a rest. In Group B, the Australian
University of Kuwait will compete
against the Kuwait College of Sci-
ence and Technology at six o’clock,
with the Gulf University team enjoy-
ing a rest.

Walid Nassar, a member of the
technical committee of the Warba
Bank League, confirmed that the
committee has designed a schedule
tailored to the participating teams.
The girls’ futsal league will con-
sist of 12 matches following an
approved system. The second and
third-place teams will then enter
the quarter-finals, with the sec-
ond in Group A facing the third in
Group B, and vice versa. The win-
ners will progress to the semi-fi-
nals to face the top two teams from
each group.

Nassar explained that a lottery

wilell puleill dvalyll gLr_l')JI ajga
Higher Education sports games

The third Higher Education Sports
Games logo.

will be conducted after the semi-
final qualifiers to ensure fairness
in determining the match-ups. The
technical committee has also veri-
fied the eligibility of female play-
ers in accordance with the pre-ap-
proved regulations for the Warba
Bank League.

Faisal Al-Magseed, President of
the Federation, leads the Supreme
Committee, which has provided all
necessary resources for the success
of the third edition of the Warba
Futsal League for Girls. Nassar
expressed gratitude to the Public
Authority for Applied Education
for utilizing all sports facilities to
support the Games in higher edu-
cation.

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: In
the ninth round of the Zain
Premier League, a pivotal
match is scheduled to take
place today at Thamer Sta-
dium at six forty-five in the
evening, featuring a clash
between Salmiya and Fa-
haheel.

This encounter marks the initial
meeting between the two teams in
the current season. However, in
the previous season, they faced off
four times in the league competi-
tion, with Al-Fahaheel securing
victories in two instances (3-2 and
2-0) and Al-Salmiya claiming one
win (2-1). The teams also played
to a draw in the fourth match, end-
ing 2-2.

Al-Salmiya, currently positioned
fifth in the standings with 13 points

Former Burgan coach Mohamedd Dehelis.

(tied with Kazma and Al-Nasr), is
eager to regain confidence and resume
its winning streak. The team faced an
unexpected setback in the Crown

it

Torino’s Alessandro Buongiorno, (left), and Atalanta’s Charles De Ketelaere battle for the ball during the Serie A soccer match between Torino FC and

Sassuolo at Olimpico Grande Torino Stadium, Turin, Italy. Torino won 3-0. (AP)

Sepahan fate hangs in the balance

Al-Ittihad triumph in AFC Champs League’s final round

SUADI ARABIA, Dec 5: Ittihad
Jeddah secures a 2-1 victory against
Sepahan Isfahan, Iran, at the “King
Abdullah  Sports City” stadium,
maintaining their lead in the fourth
group of the AFC Champions
League. Saleh Al-Omari and Joao
Felipe “Jota” netted goals for Al-
Ittihad in the 14th and 69th minutes,
respectively, while Ramin Rezaian
scored Sepahan’s lone goal in the
48th minute.

Although Al-Ittihad had already
secured qualification, they rein-
forced their dominance by conclud-
ing the group stage with 15 points
from 5 wins and a single defeat. This
victory further solidifies their posi-
tion in the knockout rounds.

While Sepahan scored 10 points,
tying with the Iragi Air Force, their
advancement hinges on the results
of the remaining group matches. The
team must await the conclusion of
other matches to determine its stand-
ing for qualification.
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The first-placed teams from each
group, along with the top three sec-
ond-placed teams, will progress to
the knockout rounds in the Western
Region. The intense competition
intensifies as teams vie for coveted
spots in the next stage.

In a separate match, Al-Hilal
secures a 2-1 win against Nasajji
of Uzbekistan, showcasing their
prowess in the AFC Champions
League.

The AFC Champions League
witnesses a range of outcomes as
Al-Quwa Al-Jawiya of Iraq tri-
umphs 3-2 over Olmalik of Uz-
bekistan, while Al-Sadd of Qatar
settles for a 2-2 draw with Nasaf
Karshi of Uzbekistan. Al-Faisaly
of Jordan emerges victorious with
a 2-1 win against Al-Sharjah of
the Emirates, and Mumbai City
of India succumbs to a 1-2 defeat
against Navbakhor Namangan, Uz-
bekistan.

Local authorities under pressure

Lyon return to Marseille amid heightened security

PARIS, Dec 5, (AP): Lyon will re-
turn to Marseille amid heightened
security measures Wednesday to
play a game that was postponed af-
ter the team’s bus was attacked by
fans throwing rocks in October.

The rescheduled match comes
just four days after the death of a
fan ahead of a French league game
that marked a new low in a season
marred by violence.

The match between Marseille
and Lyon was initially scheduled on
Oct. 29 but was postponed after fans
threw rocks and other projectiles at
the Lyon bus and then-coach Fabio
Grosso needed stitches in his fore-
head after being hit by broken glass.

Lyon fans have not been allowed
to travel to the rescheduled game,

which takes place in the wake of the
incident in the western city of Nantes,
where a fan was killed during a fight
close to the stadium before a game
between Nantes and Nice.

The match in Marseille will be
under close scrutiny, with local au-
thorities under pressure to deliver
an effective security plan.
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On Monday, French sports min-
ister Amelie Oudea-Castera called
for “a global and extraordinarily de-
termined response” to an upsurge of
violence in French soccer that cul-
minated with the fan’s death.

“It’s just not possible that police

forces are so overstretched, that pri-
vate property is destroyed, that bus-
es are stoned and people injured,”
Oudea-Castera said. “And now, a
death. That’s enough.”

Back in October in Marseille,
the Lyon team bus was hit on the
way to Stade Velodrome, shatter-
ing some windows. Grosso was in-
jured by falling shards of glass and
needed medical treatment with his
face bleeding heavily. Lyon assis-
tant coach Raffaele Longo was also
injured.

Supporters were also targeted, five
police officers were injured, and nine
people placed in custody. Grosso
suffered a deep cut above his left eye
that required stitches and a large ban-
dage wrapped around his head.

Players vie for the ball (unseen) during AFC Champions League game.

Prince Cup, exiting in the preliminary
round with a surprising defeat to
Burgan by two goals. Al-Salmiya later
settled for a draw against Al-Qadsia in
the eighth round of the league (1-1),
following three consecutive victories.

The stakes are high for both teams
in tonight’s confrontation. Salmiya’s
coach, Mohammed Al-Mishaan, is
determined to restore balance and
boost his players’ confidence.
Anything other than a victory may
jeopardize the team’s standing in the
rankings and could potentially lead to
changes in the coaching staff, mirror-
ing recent developments in other clubs
like Al-Arabi, Kazma, Khaitan,
Al-Jahra, and Al-Kuwait.

Similarly, the match holds signifi-
cance for Al-Fahaheel, currently shar-
ing eighth place with Khaitan (5
points). Seeking its second victory in
the competition, Al-Fahaheel aims to

distance itself from the danger zone.
The team faced elimination from the
preliminary round of the Crown Prince
Cup against Al-Qadisiyah, with a 5-4
penalty shootout loss after a 2-2 tie in
normal and extra time.

Firas  Al-Khatib, Al-Fahaheel’s
Syrian coach, is optimistic about
tonight’s match and hopes for a second
victory, steering clear of the danger
zone. However, similar to Al-Mishaan,
a defeat could place his coaching posi-
tion in jeopardy.
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Al-Qadsia and Al-Fahaheel clubs
have initiated discussions with former
Burgan coach, Mohamed Dehelis, for
potential coaching roles in the ongoing
season’s competitions.

Dehelis stepped down from his
position as Burgan’s coach immedi-
ately after securing a 2-0 victory over
Al-Salmiya in the preliminary round
of the Crown Prince Cup. Despite the
triumph, Burgan currently sits in
fourth place in the Doi Zein first divi-
sion, accumulating only 5 points from
6 rounds and trailing the leader,
Al-Tadamon, by 7 points.

Al-Qadsia, currently holding the
third position in the Zain Premier
League, is grappling with a period of
fluctuating performance and a notice-
able decline. The team faced a tough
challenge against Al-Fahaheel in the
Crown Prince Cup’s preliminary
round, requiring penalty kicks to
advance with a 5-4 score after a 2-2
draw. This dip in form has stirred pub-
lic discontent, with fans expressing
dissatisfaction and calling for a change
in leadership, specifically targeting
coach Mohamed Ibrahim.

‘World-class venues’

Semis in New Jersey & Charlotte
among 14 US cities hosting Copa

ATLANTA, Dec 5, (AP): Fourteen
U.S. cities will play host to Copa Amé-
rica next summer, with the semifinals
at East Rutherford, New Jersey, and
Charlotte, North Carolina, ahead of the
July 14 championship in Miami Gar-
dens, Florida.

The host Americans will be in Group
C and open at Arlington, Texas, on
June 23, then play Atlanta four days
later and Arrowhead Stadium in Kan-
sas City, Missouri on July 1.

The governing bodies of South
America and of North and Central
America and the Caribbean made the
announcement
Monday, fill-
ing in the cities
that will be part
of the 16-team
tournament.

The quarterfi-
nals will be held
July 4 at NRG
Stadium in Hou-
ston; July 5 at
AT&T Stadium
in Arlington,
Texas; and July
6 at State Farm Stadium in Glendale,
Arizona, and Allegiant Stadium in Las
Vegas.

The semifinals will be in New Jer-
sey’s MetLife Stadium on July 9 and
Charlotte’s Bank of America Stadium
the next day. The third-place game will
be in Charlotte on July 13, the eve of
the final.

The draw is set for Thursday in Mi-
ami. This will be only the second time
Copa América has been held outside
of South America since the inaugural
tournament in 1916.

“These venues are world-class
and have passionate fans who are
renowned for getting behind major
events,” CONCACAF President Victor
Montagliani said in a statement.

CONMEBOL and CONCACAF
announced last month that the June
20 opening game will be at Mercedes-
Benz Stadium in Atlanta, while South
Florida’s Hard Rock Stadium landed
the final.

Reigning Copa América and World
Cup champion Argentina, led by Li-
onel Messi, has been placed in Group
A and will play in the Atlanta opener,
as well as East Rutherford five days
later and Miami Gardens on June 29.

The other sites revealed Monday:
SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, Califor-
nia; Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara,
California; Exploria Stadium in Or-
lando, Florida; Q2 Stadium in Austin,
Texas; and a smaller facility in the
Kansas City metro area: Children’s
Mercy Park on the Kansas side of the
border.

Mexico opens in Houston on June
22, plays four days later at Inglewood
and closes the first round on June 30 at
Glendale.

Brazil heads group D and has games
in Inglewood on June 24, Las Vegas
four days later and Santa Clara on July
2.

Eleven of the venues are best-
known as NFL stadiums, ranging
in size from 63,400-seat State Farm
Stadium to 82,500-seat MetLife Sta-
dium. The other three - 25,500-seat

Montagliani

Exploria Stadium, 20,700-seat Q2
Stadium and 18,500-seat Children’s
Mercy Park - are Major League Soc-
cer facilities.

Copa América is expanding in
2024, with six teams from North
America joining the usual 10 nations
from South America that compete for
the continental championship. The
format mirrors the Copa América
Centenario in 2016, the only previous
time the tournament was staged out-
side of South America.

“We will experience an unforgetta-
ble Copa América, enjoying the best
football in the world in 14 magnificent
stadiums,” said Alejandro Dominguez,
the president of CONMEBOL.

For the 2024 edition, the CON-
MEBOL regulars will be joined by
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six CONCACAF qualifiers. The host
United States, Mexico, Jamaica and
Panama earned their spots by win-
ning in the Nations League quarterfi-
nals, while March 23 playoff games
matching Costa Rica vs. Honduras and
Canada vs. Trinidad and Tobago will
determine the final two entrants.

Two group-round games will be
played at every site except for Char-
lotte - which has the pair of knockout
matches - and the two Kansas City
stadiums, which have one group game
each.

MetLife Stadium, NRG Stadium,
Levi’s Stadium and State Farm Sta-
dium are the only returning stadiums
from the 10 venues that were used
for Copa América Centenario, though
games also were held in Orlando
(Camping World Stadium) and the
Los Angeles area (Pasadena’s Rose
Bowl).

The final won by Chile over Argen-
tina on penalty kicks — Messi memora-
bly left the field in tears after putting
his attempt over the crossbar — was
played at MetLife Stadium outside of
New York City.

Except for the Centenario tourna-
ment, Copa América hosting duties
usually have rotated among the 10
COMNEBOL nations in South Ameri-
ca. The arrangement called for Ecuador
to host in 2024, but that country backed
out because of security issues.

The U.S. stepped in to fill the void
under a new partnership between
CONMEBOL and CONCACAF.

Eight of the 14 stadiums for Copa
América have already been picked as
venues for the 2026 World Cup, which
will be hosted by the U.S., Mexico and
Canada.

They are: MetLife Stadium, Hard
Rock Stadium, Mercedes-Benz Sta-
dium, Levi’s Stadium, SoFi Stadium,
AT&T Stadium, NRG Stadium and
Arrowhead Stadium.

Some of those venues could also be
in the running for another major tour-
nament that will be staged in the U.S.
in 2025 - the expanded Club World
Cup featuring 32 teams.

Montagliani said holding two major
competitions ahead of the World Cup
will “cement our region as a global hub
for football.”
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Rafael Nadal of Spain reacts after
winning the third set against Daniil
Medvedev of Russia during the men’s
singles final at the Australian Open
tennis championships in Melbourne,
Australia. Nadal is lowering own
expectations in ‘unexplored terrain’ when
he returns to tour in January. (AP)
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The Ministries Super Cup champion National Guard soccer team celebrates after the end of the final.

National Guard soccer team
‘wins’ Ministries Super Cup

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5: The Minis-
tries Super Cup now belongs to the
National Guard soccerteam, emerging
victorious in a thril.ling match against
the Public Authority for Industry. The
National Guard secured the title after
prevailing 6-5 in a penalty shootout,
following a 2-2 draw in regular time.
The exciting encounter took place at
the Friendship and Peace Stadium in
Kazma Club.
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Bashar Abdullah, Deputy Director
General of the General Sports Au-
thority for the competitive sports sec-
tor, and Hamid Al-Haziman, Deputy
Director General of the Authority for
the Sports for All Sector and Chair-
man of the Supreme Committee for
the Ministries League, were present at
the match. Officials from both the Na-
tional Guard and the Public Authority
for Industry also attended.

The National Guard, entering as the

reigning champions of the league and
cup, showcased their prowess, while
the Public Authority for Industry, fol-
lowing league regulations, participated
as the runner-up.

Hamid Al-Hazeem extended con-
gratulations to the National Guard of-
ficials, the technical and administrative
staff, and the players for clinching the
Super Cup title. He emphasized the
Authority’s commitment to leveraging
all available resources for the success
of the current season, promoting sports
engagement for all government sector
employees.

Expressing satisfaction with the
match’s intensity and competition,
Al-Hazeem highlighted that the Super
Cup results foreshadowed fierce com-
petitions in the upcoming league, set to
commence in a few days. The draw for
the new season positioned the National
Guard, as the defending champions, at
the forefront of the first group, while
Al-Sinaa, the runner-up in the previous
version, secured a place in the second

group.

Public Authority for Industry player is challenged by National Guard as he
controls the ball.

Heckinghottom departs, Wilder returns

Sheffield United become
1st EPL team to fire coach

LONDON, Dec 5, (AP): Sheffield
United became the first Premier League
club to fire its manager this season, with
Paul Heckingbottom losing his job on
Tuesday with the team in last place after
14 games of its first campaign back in
England’s top division.

The club’s Saudi owner, Prince
Abdullah Bin Mosaad Bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud, took the unusual step of an-
nouncing the departure of Hecking-
bottom on a radio station, telling talk-
SPORT in Britain that Chris Wilder
- the manager when Sheffield United
was last in the league in the 2020-21
season - had been brought back for a
second spell in charge.

The club then first announced the
firing of Heckingbottom, before re-
leasing a separate statement shortly
afterward confirming the hiring of

Wilder on a contract until the summer
of 2025. Wilder will be in charge for
the Premier League game against Liv-
erpool on Wednesday.
Heckingbottom’s final game in charge
was the 5-0 loss at fellow promoted team
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Burnley on Saturday, which dropped
Sheffield United to last place - where
Burnley was at the start of the match -
and four points from safety.

Heckingbottom took over in No-
vember 2021 and led the team into the
Premier League this year, but has been
hamstrung this season by the sale of
key players such as Sander Berge and
Iliman NDiaye before the start of the
campaign.

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com
.,nu

Pacers oust celtics, advance to
In-Season Tournament last four

Ingram leads Pelicans past Kings

INDIANAPOLIS, Dec 5,
(AP): All that Tyrese Hali-
burton wanted before the
season was to get his first

taste of playoff basketball.

Monday night’s NBA In-Season
Tournament quarterfinal seemed
like the perfect dry run.

So the 23-year-old All-Star guard
registered the first triple-double of his
career, completed a tiebreaking four-
point play with 1:33 left and heard the
large, raucous crowd chanting “M-V-
P! M-V-P!” near the end of Indiana’s
122-112 victory, which ousted league-
leading Boston from the tourney.

This was one felt far sweeter even
if he needed a halftime assist from an
inhaler.

Haliburton scored 16 of his 26 points
in the second half and finished with 13
assists and 10 rebounds. Myles Turner
added 17 points and 10 rebounds, and
seven Pacers reached double figures as
Indiana remained unbeaten in the tour-
ney. The Pacers were 4-0 in group play.

Boston, meanwhile, heads home
despite getting another strong perfor-
mance from its dynamic duo.

Jayson Tatum had 32 points and 12
rebounds, and Jaylen Brown finished
with 30 points and nine rebounds for
the Celtics. But it wasn’t enough to ex-
tend a three-game winning streak, with
All-Star Kristaps Porzingis missing
his fourth straight game because of a
strained left calf.

Still, the Celtics fought back from
an 11-point third-quarter deficit and
managed to force seven fourth-quarter
ties - before Haliburton’s 27-footer
drew a foul on Brown and ignited Indi-
ana’s decisive 9-0 run.

BASKETBALL

For the young Pacers, many of
whom including Haliburton have
never been to the playoffs, this was a
different experience. From the towel-
waving crowd’s chants of “De-fense!”
to the heavy media presence, single-
elimination fate and festive atmos-
phere, this felt like a postseason game.

There was a difference between the
lines, too.

In this season’s first matchup on
Nov. 1, Boston blew out Indiana 155-
104 - posting the second-highest points
total in franchise history.

This time, Indiana turned the game
in the third quarter, charging back
from a 55-48 halftime deficit to tie the
score at 71 before pulling out to an 85-
74 lead.

Boston finally tied the score at 94 on
Brown’s 3-pointer with 6:07 left. But
after the teams traded baskets for 4 1/2
minutes, Haliburton made the crowd
roar again with his big basket.

Meanwhile, Brandon Ingram scored
30 points and the New Orleans Pelicans
beat the Sacramento Kings 127-117 on
Monday night in the quarterfinals of
the NBA’s In-Season Tournament.

Ingram helped New Orleans erase
an early deficit and the Pelicans never
trailed in the second half as they ad-
vanced to play the winner of Tuesday
night’s game between Phoenix and the
Los Angeles Lakers in the semifinals

Problems mount for Dutchman

Man United bar reporters after stories about Ten Hag

MANCHESTER, Dec 5, (AP): In the face of reports of
player unrest, Erik ten Hag is convinced his Manchester
United plans are on track.

After a 10th defeat of the season against Newcastle
last week, the United manager has been confronted with
stories that his methods had been called into question by
sections of the locker room. But the Dutchman is ada-
mant his squad is united.

“You can see you can’t play such great football as we
did lately if there is no unity,” Ten Hag said Tuesday.
“We are on a journey, a route, we know we are still in
transition, but we are in the right direction.

“You see it how we construct a team, develop it, the
team is progressing. How young players (are) coming in
and you see the potential how they can contribute to a
very successful Manchester United for the future.”

The reports of unrest led to a number of media out-
lets being barred from Ten Hag’s news conference to
preview Wednesday’s Premier League match against
Chelsea.

“We’re taking action against a number of news organ-
isations today, not for publishing stories we don’t like,
but for doing so without contacting us first to give us the
opportunity to comment, challenge or contextualise,”
United said in a statement.

The reports claimed there were growing doubts about
Ten Hag’s management style as United sit seventh in
the standings and on the brink of Champions League
elimination.

“Of course there are always, in every team, players
who are not playing or less playing who are less happy.
That is not different to normal,” the Dutchman said. “If
the players have a different opinion of course I will lis-
ten. But they haven’t told me. Or maybe one or two, but
it is about in general. The majority, they want to play
like this - proactive, dynamic, brave, that is what they
want. You can see the players are behind it because of
the performances against Everton and Galatasaray. You
see that we are really improving.”

It is the second time in recent weeks United has re-
sponded to negative stories about Ten Hag, having last
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month refuted claims it was considering replacements
for the former Ajax coach.

While there has been no suggestion from the club that
his position is in question, reports point to a growing sense
of uncertainty as Ten Hag struggles to build on the success
of his first season in charge when leading United back to
the Champions League and winning the League Cup.

Defeat against Chelsea would raise further doubts
about his future, but Ten Hag said he was confident
about the team’s progress after winning five out of its
last six games in the league before Newcastle.

“Still we are in the ranking. Of course we dropped,
but are not too far away so we are OK,” he said.

Thursday in Las Vegas.

Herb Jones added 23 points and Jo-
nas Valanciunas had 18 to give the Pel-
icans their third win over Sacramento
in the past two weeks.

De’Aaron Fox scored 30 points and
Domantas Sabonis added 26 points, 13
rebounds and 10 assists for the Kings.
Sacramento lost for the first time in
the tournament after sweeping all four
games in group play.

There was good energy from the

sellout crowd, with many fans wearing
blue T-shirts handed out to give the In-
Season Tournament a playoff feel.

The intensity carried over to the
court, with Sacramento’s Trey Lyles
getting into a dustup with Valanciunas
in the first half that earned him a tech-
nical foul.

The Kings made 12 of their first 14
shots to take a 32-17 lead before go-
ing cold during a 28-5 run spanning the
first two quarters for the Pelicans. Sac-

— X ELE

ramento missed 16 of 18 shots from
the field during the spurt.

New Orleans built its lead to 15 in
the third quarter before Sacramento
started to chip away. The Kings got
within six midway through the fourth
before the Pelicans scored nine straight
points to put the game away.

Valanciunas made a hook shot and
Trey Murphy hit a 3-pointer before
Ingram and Jones each made a pair of
free throws for New Orleans.

Sacramento Kings guard Malik Monk (0) defends New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram (14) in the sec-
ond half of an NBA basketball game in Sacramento, Calif. The Pelicans won 127-117. (AP)
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