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F-16s set to stem Iran tankernapping

Norway tops

Kuwait Sovereign Fund ranks
fifth in world, 2nd regionally

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: The latest update
of the values of assets compiled by the Inter-
national Institute of Global Sovereign Funds
indicates the Kuwaiti Sovereign Fund (Al-
Ajyal Fund) has increased to about $803 bil-
lion from $750 billion last April, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

Thus the “Ajyal Fund” stands fifth in the
world and second in the Arab world after the
Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, which takes
the top spot among Arab countries and fourth
in the world, with an asset value of $853 bil-
lion bringing the difference between the Ajyal
Fund and ADIA to $50 billion.

According to the institute’s updated data,
the arrangement and values of the assets of
global sovereign funds have not witnessed
significant changes at the present time, except
for the increase in the value of the assets of
the Al-Ajyal Fund.

The institute said the Norwegian Sovereign
Fund maintained its global leadership with
assets exceeding $1.371 trillion, followed by
the China Investment Authority with assets of
more than $1.350 trillion, while the Chinese
SAFE Fund came in third place with assets of
more than $1 trillion.

The classification of the Saudi Public In-
vestment Fund on the GIC fund of Singa-
pore advanced to sixth place, with the value
of the assets of the Saudi fund increasing to
$700 billion now, compared to $650 billion in

April, while the value of the assets of the Sin-
gaporean fund, which came in seventh place,
remained at $690 billion.

The Hong Kong Sovereign Fund ranked
eighth in the world, with assets of more
than $514 billion, followed by Singapore’s
Temask Fund, ninth, with assets of more than
$492 billion, while the Qatari Sovereign Fund
came tenth in the world, with assets remain-
ing constant at $475 billion.

The International Institute of Global Sover-
eign Funds revealed that the assets of the total
sovereign funds classified with it remained
stable at more than $11.5 trillion.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Sovereign Wealth
Funds, the oldest and largest funds in the
world, are outperformed by its more ambi-
tious peers in neighboring countries and ac-
cording to “Bloomberg” news agency the
sovereign wealth funds in the Middle East
are emerging as investors heading to acquire
some of the largest investment deals, reports
Al-Anba daily.

Bloomberg indicated that the Kuwait In-
vestment Authority (KIA), which manages
the $700 billion sovereign wealth fund, in-
vested only $2.8 billion last year, compared
to $25.9 billion by the Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority and $20.7 billion by the Saudi Pub-
lic Investment Fund, the agency quoted Diego
Lopez, a consultant at data firm SWF Global
as saying.

A U.S. Air Force F-16 fighter jet is on display during the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget, north of Paris, France, Monday, June 19, 2023. The U.S.
is beefing up its use of fighter jets around the strategic Strait of Hormuz to protect ships from Iranian seizures, a senior defense official said
Friday, July 14. (AP)

“Top gun’ Russian harassment of US drones also a concern

WASHINGTON, July 15, (AP): The U.S. is beefing

up its use of fighter jets around the strategic Strait of

Hormuz to protect ships from Iranian seizures, a se-
nior defense official said Friday, adding that the U.S.
is increasingly concerned about the growing ties be-

Anti-U.S. protesters holding a portrait of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during a protest in Baghdad, Iraq, Friday,

Financial system
‘overhaul’ urged

BRUSSELS, July 15, (KUNA): UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres called for a
transformation of the global financial sys-
tem to rescue the Sustainable Development
Goals.

“To rescue the Sustainable Development
Goals, we need a
transformation of the
global financial sys-
tem, so that it works
for everyone and ful-
fils its role as a global
safety net,” he told
a press conference
ahead of an EU-UN
High-Level Dialogue
in Belgium on Thurs-
day evening.

“And I see the Eu-
ropean Union as a po-
tential engine for that transformation based
on equity and solidarity,” he said speaking
in the Chateau de la Hulpe outside Brus-
sels.

“We live in an ever more multipolar
world. This calls for enhanced forms of
cooperation and multilateral governance
- anchored in international law. And the
European Union must be an essential pillar
of this new global order,” said Guterres, a
former Prime Minister of Portugal.

On her part, President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen standing
next to the UN chief said the EU-UN Dia-
logue today and tomorrow has “a packed
agenda.”

She announced that they will discuss four
main topics: Ukraine, climate change and
preparations for COP28 in the UAE, global
digital transition and the increasing power
of artificial intelligence, and how to re-en-
ergise global efforts to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030.

“The world needs the United Nations
now more than ever. I want to emphasise
the European Union’s steadfast commit-
ment to our strong partnership,” she con-
cluded.

Guterres

July 14, 2023. (AP)

Struggle in balance between key allies

Irag-Iran gas-for-oil barter no
breach of sanctions: Baghdad

BAGHDAD, July 15, (Agencies): Iraqi offi-
cials on Thursday defended a deal inked this
week to barter oil for gas with Iran, saying
that the deal does not violate U.S. sanctions
on Tehran and that it will help alleviate a
worsening electricity crisis in Iraq.

The remarks come as the government in
Baghdad struggles to maintain a balance
between its two key allies, Washington and
Tehran. A previous arrangement in which
Iraq was buying gas from Iran and paying
dollars for it was held up because Washington
declined to approve sanctions waivers. That
in turn led Iran to cut the gas supply, trigger-
ing severe power shortages in Iraq.

After decades of electricity shortages be-
cause of war, corruption and mismanage-
ment, oil-rich Iraq has become heavily reliant
on imported Iranian gas to meet its electricity
needs. The shortages in recent months are in
part due to U.S. restrictions on transferring
funds to Iran.

Imports from Iran are especially vital during
the scorching summer months when Iraqis are
forced to pay for private diesel generators or
suffer through temperatures that often exceed
50 degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit).

Washington has granted some exemptions
to its sanction on Iran over Tehran’s disputed
nuclear program to allow Iraq to meet its en-
ergy needs.

On Tuesday, Iraqi Prime Minister Moham-
med Shia Al-Sudani announced the barter
deal with Iran but warned that Washington
still has not granted a waiver for Baghdad to
pay $11 billion it currently owes to Tehran,
leaving the money trapped in Iranian accounts
in the state-owned Trade Bank of Iraq.

As a result, he said Iran had cut its gas ex-
ports since the beginning of July, and Bagh-
dad’s supply has declined by over 50%. After
the barter deal, Al-Sudani said the “supply of
Iranian gas has resumed” and would “return
to the same quantities as previously.”

According to a senior political official
close to Al-Sudani’s government, the barter

agreement would see Iraq send 250,000 bar-
rels of crude oil to Iran daily. The official
spoke to The Associated Press on condition
of anonymity to discuss the deal.

The official said U.S. sanctions would not
be violated because they apply to financial
transactions - and not barter deals. Still, Iraq
has not officially notified Washington of the
arrangement, he said.

A State Department official told the AP that
the agency had no comment about the barter
deal, and that Washington regularly follows
up with Baghdad about sanctions on Iran. The
official spoke on condition of anonymity, cit-
ing agency practice.

There was no immediate comment from
Tehran.

Washington has been concerned about
Iran’s relationship with Iraq, especially with
a large number of Iran-backed groups in its
government and parliament.

The United States in late 2022 tightened
measures on Iraq accessing its foreign re-
serves housed in the Federal Reserve, after
suspecting money was being transferred to
Iran, Syria, and other sanctioned entities. The
move led to a drop in the value of the Iraqi
dinar and a spike in public anger in Iraq.

Yesar Al-Maleki, an analyst at the Middle
East Economic Survey, said cash-strapped
Iran has been putting pressure on Baghdad to
urge Washington for waivers.

“With Iraq unable to transfer funds due to
sanctions on Iran’s banking sector, Tehran
has been prioritizing its local consumers,” Al-
Maleki told the AP.

The news of the barter deal comes days af-
ter Iraq announced the signing of a massive
$27 billion energy deal with French giant
TotalEnergies that would bolster projects for
local electricity production. Analysts say that
deal gave Western countries hope it would
shift Iraq away from needing Iranian gas im-
ports.

Continued on Page 5

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: The Amiri
Diwan on Saturday mourned
demise of Sara Ali Fahad,
widow of Sheikh Saud Malek
Humoud Mohammad Al-Sal-
man Al-Sabah.

The Amiri Diwan said she
died at the age of 91 and that
her burial would be on Sunday.
(for more details check the Ar-
abic item). (KUNA)

g a a

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait's
Ministry of Interior (Mol)
Friday called on people to be
cautious and deal with neither
fake messages nor unknown
websites.

These fake messages or un-
known websites deceive peo-
ple that they are supposed to
pay fines for traffic violations,
the Ministry said in a news
statement issued by its secu-
rity media and public relations
department, stressing that it is
fraud.

The ministry reminded indi-
viduals of the messages on the
government service app. ‘Sa-
hel” in case of traffic fine they
should pay, the statement said.

It added that required meas-
ures in this regard are being
taken. (KUNA)

Q a Q
KUWAIT CITY: The Civil Ser-

vice Commission announced
Wednesday, July 19, is a pub-
lic holiday and that work will
be suspended in all ministries,
government agencies, pub-
lic bodies and institutions on
the occasion of the Hijri New
Year, and Thursday will be
considered a day of rest, re-
ports Al-Qabas daily.

The CSC stated today, that
work will resume on Sunday,
July 23.

a a aQ
KUWAIT CITY: The Assistant

Undersecretary for the Cus-
tomer Service Sector in the
Ministry of Electricity and Wa-
ter, Eng. Falah Al-Mutairi,
said the ministry has recom-
mended floating the tender
for the second phase of smart
meters to the Central Agency
for Public Tenders, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

Al-Mutairi told the daily
that in preparation for award-
ing the tender for the company
that meets the specifications.
The second phase tender is
concerned with the supply of
500,000 smart electricity me-
ters and 200,000 water meters,
with a total of 700,000 meters
to cover the rest of the coun-
try’s regions.

He explained that if the pro-

cedures go according to plan,
the contract is expected to be
signed during September or
October, while the supply is
expected to start with the be-
ginning of the New Year.

o Q Q
KUWAIT CITY: The Ministry

of Foreign Affairs expressed
on Thursday comfort for Egypt
hosting the summit on Sudan’s
neighboring countries, which
concluded its work earlier in
Cairo.

In a statement, the ministry
expressed comfort for enabling
parties involved to discuss
ways to end the conflict there,
including its negative repercus-
sions on neighboring countries
and on the security and stability
of the region. (KUNA)

[ I |

IRBIL: A 3.9 magnitude earth-
quake jolted Iraq’s northern
Province of Sulaymaniyah on
Friday, leaving no casualties.

The Iraqi Ministry of Trans-
port announced that the quake
was registered at 10:56 pm (lo-
cal time).

It stated that people felt the
quake but no casualties were
reported. (KUNA)

g Q Qa
STOCKHOLM: Stockholm po-

lice on Friday said they have
authorized a protest this week-
end by a man who has stated
that he wants to burn the Torah
and the Bible outside the Israeli
Embassy in Stockholm.

Israeli officials called on the
Swedish government to stop
the protest, which is scheduled
to take place Saturday outside
the diplomatic mission. (AP)

g Q Q
JERUSALEM: 1sracli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-

yahu was rushed to a hospital
on Saturday, but was in “good
condition” as he underwent a
medical evaluation, his office
said.

The Israeli leader’s office
said he was being treated at Is-
rael’s Sheba Hospital, near the
coastal city of Tel Aviv, but
gave no further details. (AP)

g Qa a
BRUSSELS: The European

Unions new  Coordinator
on combatting anti-Muslim
hatred Marion Lalisse has
expressed her strong deter-
mination to deal and tackle
the rising Islamophobia in
Europe through an evidence-
based policy and by dialogue
with the Muslim community
and with multiple actors and
experts. (KUNA)

Iraqi men swim in the Tigris River to beat the heat in Bagh-
dad, Iraq, Thursday, July 13, 2023. (AP)

tween Iran, Russia and Syria across the Middle East.

Speaking to Pentagon reporters, the official said the U.S. will
send F-16 fighter jets to the Gulf region this weekend to augment
the A-10 attack aircraft that have been patrolling there for more than
a week. The move comes after Iran tried to seize two oil tankers
near the strait last week, opening fire on one of them.

The defense official, who
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity to provide details of military
operations in the region, said the
F-16s will give air cover to the
ships moving through the water-
way and increase the military’s
visibility in the area, as a deter-
rent to Iran.

The U.S. Navy said in both in-
stances the Iranian naval vessels
backed off when the USS Mc-
Faul, a guided-missile destroyer,
arrived on the scene.

In addition, the defense of-
ficial told reporters the U.S. is
considering a number of military
options to address increasing Rus-
sian aggression in the skies over
Syria, which complicated efforts
to strike an Islamic State group
leader last weekend. The official
declined to detail the options, but
said the U.S. will not cede any ter-
ritory and will continue to fly in
the western part of the country on
anti-Islamic State missions.

The Russian military activity,
which has increased in frequen-
cy and aggression since March,
stems from growing cooperation
and coordination between Mos-
cow, Tehran and the Syrian gov-
ernment to try to pressure the U.S.
to leave Syria, the official said.

The official said Russia is be-
holden to Iran for its support in
the war in Ukraine, and Tehran
wants the U.S. out of Syria so
it can more easily move lethal
aid to Lebanese Hezbollah and
threaten Israel. The U.S. has seen
more cooperation, collaboration,
planning and intelligence shar-
ing, largely between mid-level
Russian and Iranian Quds force
leaders in Syria, to pressure the
U.S. to remove troops from Syr-
ia, the official added.

There are about 900 U.S.
forces in the country, and oth-
ers move in and out to conduct
missions targeting Islamic State
group militants.

The U.S. does not believe Rus-
sian aircraft plan to drop bombs
on U.S. troops or shoot down
manned aircraft. But there are
concerns that Russian pilots will
knock a Reaper drone out of the
sky and that Moscow believes
that type of action would not get
a strong U.S. military response,
the official said.

As an example, in March, a
Russian warplane poured jet fuel
on a U.S. surveillance drone and
then struck its propeller, forc-
ing the U.S. military to ditch
the MQ-9 Reaper into the Black
Sea. The incident spiked tensions
between the two countries and
triggered a call between their de-
fense chiefs, but led to no direct
military response.

Last week, Rear Adm. Oleg
Gurinov, head of the Russian
Reconciliation Center for Syr-
ia, said the Russian and Syrian
militaries have been doing joint
training. In comments carried
by Syrian state media, he said
Moscow is concerned about
drone flights by the U.S.-led
coalition over northern Syria,
calling them “systematic viola-
tions of protocols” designed to
avoid clashes between the two
militaries.

U.S. and Russian military
commanders routinely commu-
nicate over a deconfliction phone
line that has been in place for
several years to avoid unintended
clashes in Syria, where both sides
have troops on the ground and in
the air.

Continued on Page 5



A photograph of Iraqi firemen evacuating an injured person after a car bomb exploded
in a commercial neighborhood of central Baghdad, Iraq, Saturday, May 7, 2005, is in-
serted into the scene at the same location on Tuesday, March 10, 2023, 20 years after

OPINION

OTHER VOICES

the U.S. led invasion on Iraq and subsequent war. (AP)

A photograph of Mohhamed, left, and Adil Omar, who lost their father in sectarian vio-
lence, looking out of their home in predominantly Sunni neighborhood of Fadhil in
Baghdad, Monday, Dec 1, 2008. (AP)
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A photograph of a army vehicle securing the area where a suicide car bomber targeted a
government convoy, in Bab al-Shariji area, central Baghdad, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2008. (AP)
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Carnage edged on Baghdad Street
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A photograph of a US soldier securing the area near a destroyed building after two car
bombs detonated in a central Baghdad residential neighborhood, Friday, Nov. 18, 2005,
killing at least six people and wounding dozens. (AP)

ker Brigade Combat Team soldier removing barbed wire

after the troops ended search for a missing soldier in Baghdad’s Karradah neighbor-
hood Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2006. (AP)

A photograph of U.S. troops taking positions during a gunfight with militants in the domi-
nantly Sunni neighborhood of Fadhil in Baghdad, Iraq, Sunday, March 29, 2009. (AP)

A ‘passing’ ... a prayer

By Hadi Mizban

here are places around Baghdad where I'll sometimes say a silent
prayer for the dead when I pass - on certain residential streets, at a
particular restaurant, in a square where minibuses gather.

Today, people go about their daily business in these places, perhaps no
longer thinking of the horror that took place years ago right where they
are walking. For me, each site has become indelibly linked to the carnage
I saw and the pain people suffered there.

As an Associated Press photographer, I covered 20 years of turmoil
since the U.S.-led invasion of my country. At the height of the sectarian
butchery following the invasion, I and other photographers rushed to the
scenes of suicide bombings, rocket strikes and shootings around Bagh-
dad nearly every day, sometimes multiple times a day.

Iraqis today remember the pervasive fear of that era, but with so many
bombings, the specifics of individual attacks may have faded. This se-
ries of composites joins some of my photos from the years of the U.S.
occupation and new ones from today, aiming to bring together past and
present. Here are the stories behind a few of them.

In this large intersection jammed with minibuses loading up passengers, a
car bomb ripped through the crowds on April 18, 2007, killing at least 140 in
what was then one of the deadliest single bombings since the U.S. invasion.

When it went off, I was at the site of that morning’s first bombing,
which had killed dozens, and as the firefighters rushed to the second
blast, I hitched a ride with them. We were among the first on the scene at
Sadriyah. The stench of burned flesh filled my nostrils. Blackened bod-
ies were strewn among twisted, smoldering minibuses. Survivors loaded
pieces of human beings onto wooden vegetable pushcarts to take away.

The next day when I went back, I saw the girl. She was with her moth-
er, searching among the remaining debris and body parts. The mother’s
feet were bare, covered in ash. She smeared ashes on her face as she

screamed for her missing husband: “Ahmed, where did you go? I can’t
do it without you. Your daughters need you.”

I saw the look of silent terror in the eyes of the girl as she trailed her
mother, holding her little sister and absorbing the scene. I took her picture.

I went back to Sadriyah several weeks ago. The minibuses blared their
horns, and people thronged a nearby street market. I relived that day 16 years
ago like I was watching it in a cinema. Those closest to a bomb seem to evapo-
rate without a trace, I thought. This intersection was their last resting place.

Camp Sara

This Baghdad district got its name from a wealthy Armenian Christian
woman who once owned the area when it was farmland. As Armenians
fled oppression in Turkey and elsewhere in the early 20th century, she let
refugees settle on her land, and by the 1950s, it was built up as an almost
entirely Christian neighborhood.

On Oct. 4, 2006, two car bombs went off within minutes of each a few
dozen meters apart on a main commercial street of the district. All along a
block of the avenue, buildings were shattered, blackened, a few collapsed
almost completely. At least 16 people were killed and dozens wounded.
Some young men carried a frail elderly woman on a chair to safety. Others
used tarps to carry pieces of bodies. Everyone was running -either away
from danger or toward loved ones to see if they were alive.

“You have no God,” a resident named Dureid shouted in his shock as
if the militants behind the blast were there to listen. “You are not Mus-
lims. Aren’t these Iraqis? What is their crime?”

The explosion was only one of many by Sunni Muslim extremists that
hit Christian areas over the years. Camp Sara was once one of the nicest
parts of Baghdad, with good restaurants and a different vibe from the rest
of the city. Today, the buildings are cleaned up, but the street looks the
same, down to the electricity poles that haven’t moved.

Still, everything has changed. Most of Camp Sara’s Christians have

editor’'s choice

been driven away by violence. Dureid has moved to another part of
Baghdad; a man in a striped shirt who stood next to him in my photo is in
the United States. Camp Sara has become like any other part of Baghdad,
its distinctiveness another victim of that bloody time.

It was Army Day, Jan 6, 2008, marking the founding of the Iraqi army,
and a little celebration was being held on a street in Karradah, a middle-
class area of Baghdad. I was one of several media cameramen there as res-
idents came out to cheer for soldiers. The doorman from one of the houses,
Abu Adel, put a flower into the barrel of one soldier’s rifle and kissed him
on the cheeks. The next instant, a suicide bomber unleashed his blast.

Only a few yards away, I was thrown to the ground, wrenching my
back, but kept taking pictures. The celebration had been transformed
into mayhem, with scorched cars and buildings and the torn bodies of 11
dead. Among the dead was Abu Adel.

I went back to the site recently. It’s once again a quiet street with its
villas and houses. As I took pictures, a doorman from one of the houses
approached me. His name was Ali Ahmed. I asked him if he had been
here that day and showed him my old photos of the explosion.

Ahmed started to weep. “I should have died that day,” he said. He
had been about to go with Abu Adel to put a flower in the soldier’s rifle,
but first had to deal with a broken generator. “There were only seconds
between me and death,” he said. We found him in the background of one
of my photos, behind some bloodied soldiers. I took a new picture of
him in the same spot: his older self stepping back into his younger self.

1 too nearly died that day. At other times, I felt I was only inches from
death, seeing those who by chance were on the wrong side of that thin
line. I tell myself God kept me here for my children and my wife. Every
day I have with them is a gift.

A place can be bonded to an emotion, like when a couple revisits all
the sites where they first fell in love.

Sometimes, that emotion is horror. (AP)



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 03:26  Asr.......... 15:28
Sunrise .. 04:59 Maghrib .. 18:49
Zohr....... 11:54 Isha ........ 20:19

Expected weather for the next
24 hours:

By Day: Very hot and relatively
humid over coastal areas with
light to moderate northwesterly

speeds of 10-35 km/h.

wind to light variable wind with
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By Night: Hot to rather hot and  Kuwait Airport 49 33
relatively humid over coastal are-  Abdaly 50 28
as with light variable wind to light  Jahra 50 34
variable wind with speeds of 08-  Salmiyah 45 37
28 km/h. Ahmadi 42 33
Station MaxExp MinRec Nuwaisib 47 30
Kuwait City 49 37 Wafra 49 31
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HH Amir congrats France on Nat'| Day

KUWAIT CITY, July 15, (KUNA): His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Friday a
cable to French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron congratulating him on the country’s
national day.

His Highness the Amir wished Presi-
dent Macron good health, the French Re-
public and its people further progress and
prosperity, and the special relations be-
tween the two nations more development
and growth.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent
on Friday a congratulatory cable to French
President Emmanuel Macron on occasion
of his country’s national day, and wished
the President good health.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent
Friday a cable to French President Em-
manuel Macron congratulating him on his

country’s national day.
o Q

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Ahmad Fahad Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratulations to
French Minister of the Armed Forces Sebas-
tien Lecornu on his country’s national day.

In a statement on Friday, the Ministry
of Defense said that Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad hailed the strong Kuwaiti-French
ties, hoping to further strengthen coopera-
tion between the two countries.

The Defense Minister also wished
France and its people more prosperity and
development.

Speaker of the Kuwaiti National As-
sembly (parliament) Ahmad Al-Sa’adoun
on Friday sent a couple of cables to
French National Assembly Speaker Yael
Braun-Pivet and Senate Speaker Gerard
Larcher, congratulating them on the occa-
sion of their country’s National Day.

Other Voices

Why Kuwalitis

By Ahmad alsarraf

remarkable number of Kuwaitis
have chosen Spain as their holiday
destination and second home. I visited
it for the first time in the 1980s, and fell
in love with it because of my old friend
Sabah Al-Rayes and other dear ones.
Among the

celebrities ~ who
chose to wvisit
Spain continu-

ously made Spain
their second home
for several rea-
sons.

Frederic Chopin,
the Polish compos-
er, who loved the
island of Majorca,
and found inspira-
tion there between
1838 and 1839, and composed some of his
most beautiful musical works, such as the
Raindrop instrumental.

Ernest Hemingway, the most famous
American writer, who was attracted to
the culture of the Spaniards, their way of
life and bullfighting, wrote his famous
novel “The Sun Also Rises” (1926).

Oscaar Wilde, the Irish writer who
was famous for his admiration for Spain,
and wrote about his travels between its
cities, and about Spanish art and culture,
and visited a prison in Cércel de Cadiz,
from which he wrote his famous play
The Ballad of Reading Gaol.

George Orwell, the British writer
spent time in Spain during the Spanish
Civil War (1936-1939), and his politi-
cal views were influenced by it, and he
wrote his two masterpieces, “A Tribute
to Catalonia” and “Animal Farm.”

When Europe opened its doors to
Salvador Dali, the surrealist painter, and
the great Pablo Picasso, they chose to
live in their homeland, Spain.

Ava Gardner, the American actress,
loved Spain during the filming of “Pan-
dora and the Flying Dutchman” (1951),
and chose to live there for forty years,
until her death in 1990.

Richard Ford, the American author,
derived the events of his novel (The Ul-
timate Good Luck 1981) in Mexico and
Spain.

Tennessee Williams, the American

alsarraf

go to Spain”?

playwright, spent a long time in Spain,
where he put his plays, such as “The
Night of the Iguana” (1961) and “The
Milk Train Doesn’t Stop Here Any-
more” (1963).

Orson Welles, the American direc-
tor and actor, who had a deep affection
for Spain and its culture, directed and
starred in the movie Chimes at Midnight
(1965).

Jean Cocteau, the French poet, writer,
and director, was ind love with Spain,
and was inspired by many of his works.

Bruce Springsteen, the American
rock singer, loved Spain and its music,
and gave several concerts there.

These are just examples of famous
people who have chosen Spain as their
home, haven and source of inspiration.

Friend Shakir Abel asks why Spain
has lost its position as the most powerful
and richest country in the world, and an-
swers that the separation of England, the
Netherlands, Germany and others from
the Roman Church in the period known
as the Protestant Reformation greatly
affected its civilized development.

The transition to Protestantism, as
a new form of Christian belief, led to
changes in religious beliefs and prac-
tices, and contributed to shaping the
identity of their states and its impact on
civilized development, as the separa-
tion from the Roman Church contrib-
uted to the development of the concept
of religious democracy, as everyone
has “greater freedom in choosing be-
liefs” and the practice of worship and
the establishment of new churches and
denominations, and the creation of an
environment that encourages economic
and scientific development, and encour-
ages exploration, trade and technologi-
cal development.

Separation also contributed to the oc-
currence of cultural and artistic changes,
and produced new cultures and a great
diversity in the arts, and the emergence
of new intellectual and literary currents,
and contributed to the development of
works of art and music in new forms.
Artists and thinkers from these coun-
tries made important contributions to
philosophy, literature and art.

a a a
e-mail: a.alsarraf @algabas.com.kw

KUNA photo

Director of the Middle East and North Africa Department at the German Foreign
Ministry, Dr. Tobias Tonkel, with the Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for European
Affairs, Ambassador Sadeq Ma’arafi at the German Foreign Ministry in Berlin.

Kuwait role in challenges hailed

A German Foreign Ministry official has
expressed his country’s appreciation to
Kuwait’s role towards several issues, and
international and regional challenges.

This came during a meeting held be-
tween Director of Middle East and North
Africa Region Department at the Ger-
man Foreign Ministry Tobias Tonkel
and Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister
for Europe Affairs Ambassador Sadeq
Ma’arafi Saturday in Berlin.

Tonkel stressed the deep-rooted
and distinguished ties between the two
countries, referring to a common desire
to develop mutual interests.

Tonkel emphasized that Kuwait has
been an effective player in the region
and seeking to mediation efforts so as to
achieve balanced interests.

Meanwhile, Ma’arafi told KUNA that
the meeting was part of some other
gatherings he would hold with some offi-
cials at the European Foreign Ministries,
including Germany, the Netherlands and
Spain.

The aim of such meetings is to en-
hance relations, and discuss interna-
tional and regional developments and
challenges of common concern, Marafi
said. (KUNA)

KUNA photo

A force from the 25th Commando Brigade heads to Jordan to participate in the joint exercise Ramah al-Hagq.

Special troops partake in drill with Jordan forces

A squad of Kuwait 25th Commando Brigade of the Kuwait Army, com-

monly known as the 25th Commando, is partaking in a joint drill with

Jordanian forces in Jordan, due from today (July 15) until July 28.
The Ministry of Defense indicated in a statement that the squad had

already departed to the Kingdom of Jordan.

The joint maneuvers, due to kick off later today, aims at unifying
some administrative and operational concepts for further coordination
and harmony in the environment of joint operations. (KUNA)

Bail plea for judges rejected

Oct 19 hearing set in ‘Bneider’ bribery case

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: The Court of
Cassation has set Oct 19, 2023 to look
into the second ‘Bneider Network’ law-
suit and rejected a request by the defense
counsel to release 8 judges, businessmen,
and other defendants on any guarantee
in the so-called ‘bribery case’ in which
the Iranian Salehi is the prime suspect,
reports Al-Qabas daily.

This came after about 10 months since the
Court of Appeal upheld the verdict of the lower
court sending a number of judges to jail while
others were dismissed from their jobs and obliged
to hand over the gifts they received including ve-
hicles from the Iranian Salehi.

Thursday, the convicts were produced before the
court from the prison and placed inside the prison
cage. During the proceedings the defense counsel de-
manded the release of their clients and the request was
turned down by the court.

Case papers show during an extensive investiga-
tions into the second Iranian Salehi case, the Public
Prosecution Office discovered 10 judges were in-
volved and two of them were referred to the disci-
plinary board and the rest of them in addition to 3
lawyers, Salehi, and 15 others were referred to the
Criminal Court,.

The Court of Appeal in its verdict and sentenced
the guilty to maximum imprisonment and reduced
the prison term from 10 years to seven years for
others.

a Qo d

‘Nazaha’ statistics: Kuwait Anti-Corruption Au-
thority (Nazaha) revealed that it had received 542
communications over the past six years, including
64 on suspicion of corruption last year alone, re-
ports Al-Qabas daily.

In its third report on Kuwait’s strategy to promote
integrity and combat corruption, Nazaha explained
that 15 of the complaints received last year were re-
lated to waste of public money, 10 for fraud crimes,
4 for facilitation of the appropriation of public
money, and one each for financial offense, bribery,
tax evasion and damage to public money, profiteer-
ing and illegal gain.

Nazaha also received 12 requests last year to pro-
vide protection after submitting reports of suspicions
of corruption.

The total number of protection requests received in
the last seven years reached 43.

Regarding the forgery of academic certificates, the
report revealed that the total number of forged aca-
demic certificates seized, since the issuance of the
mechanism to combat forgery in university and profes-
sional certificates by the Ministry of Higher Education,
amounted to 45 certificates.

Two certificates were recorded last year alone. The
highest percentage of forgery cases was recorded in
2019 with a total of 28 fraud cases.

Regarding Kuwait’s strategy to enhance integrity
and combat corruption, Nazaha indicated that there
is a delay in achieving the target completion rates in
three out of four main axes related to the initiatives
put forward.

It highlighted four main challenges that impede the
implementation of their provisions.

According to the report, there are 21 initiatives in the
strategy that have entered the stage of final implemen-
tation and evaluation, and nine that have completed
most of their work, along with the continued imple-
mentation of 17 other initiatives.

The rate of achievement achieved in the first axis re-
lated to the public sector amounted to 59 percent, while
the second axis related to the private sector reached 66
percent, and the rate in the third axis dedicated to soci-
ety reached 79 percent.

KUNA photo
Brigadier General Khaled Al-Najjar and Brigadier General Tariq Al-Sadani after they
were awarded the National Service Medal of the Golden Degree.

Bogota awards service medals

Two Kuwaiti officers honored

KUWAIT CITY, July 15, (KUNA): The
Colombian Ministry of Interior awarded
in the capital, Bogotd, Thursday, the two
Kuwaiti officers, Brigadier General Khaled
Al-Najjar and Brigadier General Tariq Al-
Sadani, the National Service Medal of the
golden degree for works related to the po-
lice service in the international sports field.

Brigadier General Al-Najjar holds the
position of Assistant Secretary-General of
the International Police Sports Federation,
while Brigadier General Al-Sadani holds
the position of Executive Director of Public
Relations and Marketing at the Federation.

On this occasion, Brigadier General Al-
Sadani said in a statement to Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) that this tradition comes
on the sidelines of the opening of the Inter-
national Police Sports Federation office for
the Latin American continent in the Colom-
bian capital, Bogota.

He affirmed the keenness of the Kuwaiti
political leadership and its interest in ad-
vancing police sports and activating its
various activities and programs in order to
enhance the role of the security man and his

contribution to the development of society.

He pointed to the keenness of the Inter-
national Police Sports Federation, headed
by His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Ahmed Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and
its continuous support and interest in the
activities of the Police Sports Federation at
various levels.

He praised the support of the First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, indicating
that this honor will be a motivation for more
achievements to raise the name of the State of
Kuwait in all sports forums.

He expressed his thanks and appreciation
to the Vice President of the International Po-
lice Sports Federation, Major General Gon-
zalo Londoflo, for his great support for police
sports in all the Federation’s member states.

He explained that this honor came on the
occasion of the cooperation of the Interna-
tional Police Sports Federation with the Po-
lice Federation of Colombia over a period
of 15 years, in addition to Colombia’s assis-
tance in organizing the International Police
Games in the capital, Bogota.
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DUBAI, July 15: Dubai welcomed

3rd edition of the Global Women in Leadership Awards held in Dubai

does it generate and most importantly

Mercedes Vazquez awarded ‘Exemplary Woman in Economic Development’

& awarded 50 women from over 23
countries at the 3rd edition of the
Global Women in Leadership Awards,
under the patronage of His Highness
Engineer Sheikh Salem Bin Sultan
Bin Saqr Al Qasimi & His Highness
Sheikh Majid Sultan Bin Saqgr Al Qa-
simi. This distinct honor celebrates the
collective power of women in shaping
the business world globally through di-
verse industries that form and shape a
global economic fabric.

Mercedes Vazquez, a dynamic busi-
ness and technology executive based
in Kuwait for the past seven years and
a half, was recognized as Exemplary
Woman in Economic Development
awardee, as a recognition of her relent-
less trajectory as an innovative busi-
ness and technology executive who
creates economic-technology bridges
across continents with a solid track
record of building revenue streams
from scratch, with a passionate for
constant innovation and enabling the
responsible technology use for the
greater common good. By advancing

Mercedes Vazquez

economic diversification and women’s
economic security, she believes global
societies can thrive and global GDP
can increase.

As Mercedes had shared, accepting
the award: “a journey is about what
you do, how you do it, what impact

KUNA photo

Head of the National Center for Cyber Security with the British Sec-
retary of State for Investment.

Kuwait Nat’l Cyber Security Chief
meets British visiting delegation

KUWAIT CITY, July 15,
(KUNA): Head of the National
Center for Cyber Security Major
General Eng. Mohammad Boarki
and Britain’s Minister of State in
the Department for Business and
Trade Lord Dominic Johnson

tackled on Thursday ways to bol-
ster cooperation, mainly in cyber
security operations.

A press release by the Center
said the meeting comes as part of
the official visit by the British del-
egation.

how scalable that impact is and how
does it strategically transcend borders.
To all the women who are striving
to make their mark in the economic
fabric in general and in technology in
particular, remember that your ideas,
skills, and expertise have the power
to shape the world. Embrace your
strengths, overcome challenges, and
never doubt the incredible value you
bring to the world. Breaking through
the glass ceiling demands exceptional
skills, constant learning, unwavering
determination, courage, persistence,
continuous learning and a robust sup-
port network, that I am grateful for.
To all the courageous women navi-
gating the path to leadership in tech-
nology (data always tells the story
and statistics are still alarming for
multiple barriers & reasons), remem-
ber that your struggles hold purpose.
Each step forward paves the way for
progress, empowering future gen-
erations to follow in your footsteps.
I relentlessly advocate and work on
development matters to increase rep-

Photos by lehab Quirtal

Group photo during the 3rd edition of the Global Women in Leadership awards.

resentation & participation through
fair competition in tech with a focus
on underrepresented communities.”
Mercedes is currently the General
Manager of ESK Holding, an innova-
tive Digital Transformation company
that builds alliances in innovative U.S.
technology with the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia, a podcast host “Tapping into
the Untapped” as a platform to build
bridges between continents while in-
creasing representation and participa-
tion in mission-critical industries to
reimagine the future and an Industry
Advisor Board Member. Last year she
was selected to participate at the ex-

clusive Global Women in Leadership
program at Georgetown University
McDonough School of Business with
Qiyadat in the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia with 159 women from 17 G20 na-
tions. A strategic program born during
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s presi-
dency of the G20 in 2020.

Kuwait’s real estate market still
witnessing a state of stagnation

Study highlights sector’s situation in Q2

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: It seems that
Kuwait’s real estate market is still wit-
nessing a state of stagnation. This is evi-
dent from the continued decline in the
number of real estate deals and their
value during the second quarter of 2023.
The economic crisis and the ensuing
inflation and rise in the interest rates
played a major role in this decline, in
addition to the uncertainty in housing
reforms that are yet to see the light, re-

ports Al-Qabas daily.

In a recent study, Al-Hesbah Real Estate Compa-
ny highlighted the latest developments in the sector
in terms of estimated market values of real estate,
average rental prices, occupancy rates and annual
returns for various real estate sectors.

According to the study, the private housing sector wit-
nessed a decrease in the number of deals by about 34.7
percent in the second quarter of 2023 with 487 deals,
compared to 746 deals during the same period in 2022.
Their value amounted to KD 262.8 million in the second
quarter of 2023 compared to KD 376.7 million in the sec-
ond quarter of 2022, which is a decrease of 30.2 percent

EKH spends $46m
on plants in Egypt

KUWAIT CITY, July 15, (KUNA):
Egypt Kuwait Holding Company has
inaugurated and developed plants in
Egypt at a cost of USD 46 million
through its company, Sprea.

EKH, listed in the Kuwaiti and
Egyptian bourses, said in a press re-
lease on Saturday that Sprea Misr
opened a plant for producing sulfuric
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Al-Ahmad and the coastal strip were exclud-
ed in this study.

According to the study, investment hous-
ing (buildings and land) deals declined sig-
nificantly by about 52.2 percent, recording
only 65 deals in the second quarter of 2023
compared to 136 deals in the same period of
2022. The value amounted to KD 121.2 mil-
lion in the second quarter of 2023 compared
to KD 249.2 million in the second quarter
of 2022, which is a decline of 51.3 percent.
Units and apartments sold and shops within
the investment property were excluded.

Regarding commercial real estate, which
also includes craftsmanship, recreational ac-
tivity, stores and car showrooms, it recorded
a sharp decline in the number of deals by
about 81.7 percent. It recorded only 19 deals
in the second quarter of 2023 compared to
104 deals in the same period of 2022. The
value of these deals was KD 94.1 million
in the second quarter of 2023, compared to
KD 294.07 million in the second quarter of
2022, which was a decrease of 68 percent.

It is noteworthy that all the mentioned
real estate transactions were completed with
a 100 percent sale rate.

Market value

The study revealed the estimated market
value of space private housing lands that are
located in areas close to the capital on an
area of 500 square meters. Shuwaikh Resi-
dential topped the list of the ten most ex-
pensive residential areas near the capital at
a price of KD 1.17 million. In second place
came the suburb of Abdullah Al-Salem at a
price of KD 965,000, followed by Nuzha in
third place with KD 905,000, and then Adai-
liya in fourth with about KD 845,000.

Shamiya came in fifth place with a price
of KD 800,000 for a plot, Khalidiyah in
sixth with a price of KD 710,000 and Faiha
in seventh with about KD 690,000. Man-
souriya, Kaifan and Rawda ranked eighth,
ninth and tenth with prices of KD 670,000,
KD 650,000 and KD 635,000 respectively.

In a selected sample from the various gover-
norates of Kuwait, the study revealed that the
estimated market value of plots in investment
properties on an area of 750 square meters dur-
ing the second quarter of 2023 reached about
KD 1.8 million in Kuwait City. It was KD 1.02
million in Salmiya, about KD 1.05 million in
Sabah Al-Salem area, and about KD 885,000
in Fahaheel area.

As for Farwaniya and Jahra areas, the
price of a plot of land amounted to about
KD 900,000.

The annual return of the real estate sec-
tors in the country varied during the second
quarter of 2023 according to the location
and area. In the investment housing sector, it
ranged between 6.75 percent and 8 percent.
In the commercial sector, it ranged between
6.25 percent and 8.50 percent. The returns
of the craft and industrial sector were higher,
as it varied between 7.25 percent and 10 per-
cent.

acid, simultaneously with increasing
productivity of the other factories and
expanding production chains.

The press release quoted Sherif Al-
Zayat, Managing Director of Egypt
Misr, as saying that the new sulfuric
acid plant operates at a productivity
capacity of 165,000 tons a year. Up
to 80 percent of the output would be
shifted to a fertilizers factory in Alex-
andria -- 69 percent stakes of which
are owned by the EKH.

Sprea opened six new production
chains, including some that produce
three million formica boards per an-
num.

The average rent of apartments with an
area of 60-65 square meters in the Capital
Governorate, specifically in Kuwait City, as
of the end of the second quarter of 2023 was
KD 310.

As for the Hawally Governorate, the aver-
age rent was KD 290 in Salmiya area, KD
270 in Hawally area, and KD 310 in Jabriya
area. It reached KD 290 in Sabah Al-Salem
area within the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Gover-
norate.

In Ahmadi Governorate, the average
rent of apartments was KD 260 in Fahaheel
area, KD 240 in Mangaf area, and KD 210
in Mahboula area. The average rental value
was KD 270 in Farwaniya and Khaitan areas
within the Farwaniya Governorate.

In Jahra Governorate, the average rent of
an apartment was KD 275 in Jahra area dur-
ing the second quarter of 2023.

These estimates were based on the fact
that the aforementioned sites do not have
defects, features, or additional services, as
they are modern buildings.

The average rental price per square meter
in commercial real estate for an area of 30-
40 square meters for the ground floor (exter-
nal facade) amounted to KD 42 in Ahmed
Al-Jaber Street in Kuwait City, the same in
Salem Al-Mubarak Street in Salmiya, and
KD 37 in Tunis Street in Hawally.

The average rental value per square meter
amounted to KD 45 in Habib Al-Manawer
Street in Farwaniya, KD 40 in an internal
street in Egaila, and KD 42 in Al-Dabbous
Street in Fahaheel. It reached KD 45 in
the commercial and administrative area of
Jahra.

The estimated market value of commer-
cial real estate (vacant land) in selected ar-
eas of the country amounted to about KD
1.4 million in the market area in Kuwait
City and on an area of 200 square meters
in an internal street. The value in Salem Al-
Mubarak Street in Salmiya reached KD 3.1
million on an area of 750 square meters, and
about KD 3.3 million on Habib Al-Manawer
Street.

As for Jahra, the price of the land in Mar-
zouq Al-Miteb Street on an area of 1,000
square meters was about KD 3.5 million,
and about KD 3.9 million in Egaila.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘GCC citizens and bedouns cannot
be equal in terms of rights, justice’

“THE call by some of the parliamentarians in the
National Assembly, for whom we have great ap-
preciation and respect, for equal treatment of the
bedoun with the citizens of the Gulf Cooperation
Council in terms of civil rights is completely il-
logical, because the GCC citizens have proven their
origins in their countries, and therefore they differ
from bedoun who claim the Kuwaiti nationality af-
ter hiding their origins from the authorities in the
hope of obtaining the Kuwaiti nationality and get
the privileges that come with the nationality,” col-
umnist Dr Saud Mohammad Al Asfour wrote for
Al-Qabas daily.

“This call cannot be accepted because it contains
an explicit insult to the GCC citizens if bedoun are
equated with them in terms of rights and justice, and
it also constitutes a departure from the Charter of
the Gulf Cooperation Council that grants specific
privileges to everyone who be-

longs to the GCC countries.

“I am certain that the claim
here offends the State of Kuwait
in its legislation that is not com-
patible with the Gulf system now
or in the future, if approved, and
is an unjustified precedent, and
we can imagine that if another
country in the Gulf Coopera-

tion Council or more made such

a trade-off and equality, what
would be the position of the
countries other than its own citizens? In the end, it
leads us to a real problem.

“It is indisputable that the Central Apparatus for Re-
solving the Status of Illegal Residents has reached the
aim of civil rights for this group, and that it spares no
effort to overcome what prevents them from living a
decent life on a good land, and that amonyg its speciali-
zations is what guarantees their rights and preserves
their dignity, especially since their residence is still be-
ing taken care of by the leadership,

“Therefore, it is unfortunate that those who want-
ed to win in this case gain at the expense of the dan-
ger of changing the demographics of the homeland,
which has suffered and is still suffering from the
randomness of naturalization and its outputs.

“We say to those who propose or intend to gain
at the expense of the homeland, have mercy on this
homeland, and stop interfering with the powers of
the central apparatus and showing it as detracting
from the rights of this group, everyone is tired of
these parliamentary maneuvers and proposals that
worry the Kuwaiti street and divert it from its other
issues that must be given the highest priority.

“We say in frank and clear terms: We must stand
with this group and sympathize with it heart and
soul if it has its logical human rights that preserve
its dignity and preserve its existence, but the simi-
larity should not be in terms or signs through which
it is understood that they are equal to the citizens of
the Gulf Cooperation Council countries in any part
of the law enacted because, for sure, equality cannot
be achieved in this respect.

“There is no equality whatsoever between the
citizens of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries,
who hold official proofs of their identities issued
by their countries, and between the bedoun whose
identity has not been proven, with all our respect
and appreciation for those whose identity is proven
to be authentic.”

Dr Al-Asfour

Also:

“The joint Durra field between Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia is among the 30 largest gas fields in the world,
and there are several estimates of gas reserves in this
field, and the most reliable figure is 15 trillion cubic
feet, and Kuwait’s share of the field’s production can
meet most of the needs of local use, and the field also
contains limited amounts of oil,” columnist Dr. Khaled
Mohammad Boodai wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“It was agreed last year between Kuwait and Sau-
di Arabia to start preparations for operating the field
and producing gas, but Iran has recently entered the
fray demanding a share of the field’s production,
while Kuwait and Saudi Arabia believe that the
field is their exclusive right without Iran, and the
two countries find no legal basis to this claim.

“Kuwait has repeatedly demanded defining the mar-
itime borders between it and Iran, as was the case with
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where the delimitation
of the maritime borders was completed more than two
years ago, and the rights of both parties are known and
approved in the territorial waters. It is not clear why
Iran does not agree to the demarcation of maritime
borders, similar to Saudi Arabia.

“The demarcation of the maritime borders with
Iran ends the dispute over the Durra field, and avoids
any future disputes over other fields that have not
been explored to date and the oil fields that have
not been explored and have not started production.

“Iran has an agreement to demarcate the maritime
borders with the State of Qatar, so why does it ex-
clude Kuwait from signing an agreement to demar-
cate the maritime borders, knowing that Kuwait has
historically and to this day been keen to establish
good relations with Iran and hopes that the dispute
over the Durra field will not disturb this peaceful
relationship, and that this dispute does not have un-
imaginable consequences.

“We hope that all parties will take the initiative
to contain this file as soon as possible through di-
rect negotiation or through international arbitration,
and Kuwait agrees to resort to the law and interna-
tional agreements, and refuses to impose a fait ac-
compli policy. Resorting to the law is the approach
accepted by the government and people of Kuwait,
and this is what applies to all countries of the world
when it comes to its relations.

“The issue of Al-Durra field highlights the im-
portance of strengthening external strategic secu-
rity, through joint defense agreements, in order to
protect Kuwait’s independence, wealth and borders,
especially in light of these turbulent conditions in
the region.

“The security issue is very important, as there is
no value to the economy, plans and laws in light of
any imbalance in the security aspect. Therefore, the
security of the country must be given top priority.
It is the right of the people of this country and the
residents on its land to feel safe.”

a o Q

“An official source stated, the brave director stat-
ed, and the owner of the long shadow stated. The
government statements and information leaks indi-
cate its weakness in decision-making. It lacks pro-
fessionalism in issuing press statements and news,”
columnist Fawaz Al-Hamad wrote for Al-Qabas
daily.

“The government should take advantage of its
communication center. It should instruct all minis-
tries to appoint an official spokesperson who will
publish news about the entity he represents.

“Many government agencies currently have an
official spokesperson, who does not appear to the
public unless problems and crises emerge. The gov-
ernment needs to communicate with citizens and
expatriates constantly and officially. It should not
leak incomplete news through suspicious and fake
social media accounts.

“The government should conduct surveys, opin-
ion polls, and interviews on the streets and in the
markets. It should hold talk shows with citizens
to listen to the pulse of the street, find out others’
points of view, and listen to thinkers, teachers, engi-
neers, doctors, lawyers and accountants — each of
whom has a different view and idea.

“Unofficial news and rumors about the strategic
alternative to the salary scale, rescheduling loan
payments, salary increments and other rumors
continue to spread on social media. Therefore, the
government must regularly issue official press state-
ments and publish such statements on social media
to put an end to rumors and false news.

“Governmental media must develop constantly,
communicate with various media outlets, and an-
nounce government projects, percentage of comple-
tion, problems, solutions and timetables. The media
needs to listen to the concerns and aspirations of the
ordinary citizen, because it is concerned with the
decisions and projects of the State.

“There are successful government projects, but we
do not see or hear about them except a few, due to
the lack of media marketing of the progress of govern-
ment projects. It is necessary to develop government
press and media work by highlighting the achieve-
ments and trying to find solutions to the problems. The
government cannot hide some truth all the time.

“Many citizens have lost trust in the government
system and in State projects, due to its lack of dedi-
cation in completing and following up projects. For
example, many construction projects were delayed
and there has been no accountability for the delay.
This is in addition to many other projects and deci-
sions that were announced, but not implemented.

“There must be seriousness in holding the default-
ers accountable, rewarding the achievers, following
up the work of ministries, finding quick solutions
to the current problems, setting realistic plans for
specific time periods, and that the plans and projects
be measurable and evaluated until the citizen’s trust
in the government is restored.”

a o Q

“Due to the current life conditions, with Kuwaiti
women going out to work and the increase in all
kinds of burdens on the housewife, Kuwaiti fami-
lies have sought the help of domestic workers. The
average family needs one or two maids, in addition
to a driver,” columnist Adel Al-Mezaal wrote for
Al-Anba daily.

“The family’s need for domestic workers is no
longer a matter of luxury and ostentation. Every
family now needs these workers, that is, after the
development of life in Kuwait and the increase in
family burdens.

“Most families in Kuwait treat domestic workers
like members of the family, except some anomalies
that harm Kuwait’s reputation in the field of hu-
man rights —whether by beating and torturing the
workers or not paying their salaries, which affect
Kuwait’s reputation abroad and its pioneering hu-
manitarian role. This contravenes the teachings of
Islam that urge good treatment of domestic workers.

“As a result, Kuwait became a prey to the ambi-
tions of domestic labor recruitment offices and some
embassies, until the cost of hiring a maid reached
KD1,500 in addition to KD90 or KD100 per month
for the worker. This is an additional burden for the
family, which is already groaning due to the high
prices of commodities.

“The questions here are: Why does the Kuwaiti
pay such a high price to ruthless domestic labor re-
cruitment offices? Why leave him to be a prey for
the embassies, which ‘empowers’ the housemaid
who then flees from her sponsor and takes refuge in
her country’s embassy or in the shelter that the gov-
ernment set up to please the human rights organiza-
tions? Where is the right of the Kuwaiti to obtain the
service in exchange for the money he paid?

“With the first problem, the maid leaves the house
to engage in immoral acts and move from one house to
another, while the sponsor loses his money and spends
his day visiting police stations, the Ministry of Social
Affairs and domestic labor recruitment offices.”

— Compiled by Mai Elsoukary
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Several drugs, alcohol traders,
reckless motorists in police net

DGFD shuts down 210 facilities in H1of '23

KUWAIT CITY, July 15:
Criminal Security Sector
of the Ministry of Interior
has taken into custody 12
people for consuming and
trafficking in drugs and al-

cohol, reports Al-Rai daily.

The daily added, the sector per-
sonnel have seized from the men
about 2.5 kilos of various types
of narcotics, 500 drugs pills, 431
bottles of imported alcohol and
19,585 Kuwaiti dinars believed to
be proceeds from the sale of the
contraband.

The Public Relations and Security
Media Department of the of the min-
istry said during interrogation all the
arrested persons have admitted to the
charges filed against them.

The seized items and the suspects
have been referred to the Directorate-
General for Drugs Control.

The DGFD has called on everyone
to cooperate with the security forces
and report any negative phenomena
to the emergency phone No 112 or
the DGFD hotline 1884141.

Believed

Also, the Ahmadi Security Di-
rectorate has referred a citizen be-
lieved to be a wanted criminal to
the Directorate-General for Drugs
Control, after he was caught in the
Raqqa area after he collided with
several other cars when driving un-
der the influence of drugs, reports
Al-Anba daily.

According to a security source,
the man was seen driving recklessly
and overtaking other vehicles, driv-
ing zigzag and colliding with several
other vehicles.

During a precautionary search
police found with the man narcotic
substances — shabu, hashish, chemi-
cals — and drug consumption tools,
following which he was arrested and
referred, along with the seized items,
to the General Department for Drug
Control.

On the other hand, Al-Ahmadi se-
curity men have arrested a Lebanese
expatriate and a Kuwaiti citizen as
they attempted to escape from a po-
lice check point in Nuwaiseeb. Both
men were reportedly under the influ-
ence of drugs.

a a Qa

210 facilities shut: The Public Re-
lations and Media Department of the
Directorate-General of Fire Depart-
ment (DGFD) said its prevention sec-
tor has administratively closed 210
establishments and recorded 2,368
violations in all governorates for the
period from 1/1/2023 to 3/6/2023 (the
first half of 2023), reports Al-Anba
daily.

In a statement the DGFD said the
semi-annual statistics come within
the efforts of the prevention sector in
monitoring commercial and invest-
ment buildings and industrial plots
which violate safety requirements
and fire prevention rules and regula-
tions.

g a Q

Traffic citations issued: The Traf-
fic and Operations Affairs Sector an-
nounced that the inspection team from
the Technical Inspection Department
carried out an inspection campaign in
Fahaheel Industrial Area, which re-
sulted in the issuance of 110 various
traffic citations, reports Al-Rai daily.

A wanted vehicle was referred to
the concerned authority, a workshop
was closed by the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, and 14 neglected
vehicles were impounded by the Ku-
wait Municipality.

Al-Rai photo

Vehicles destroyed by fire.

Fire destroys four vehicles

The Public Relations and Security
Media Department of the Ministry of
Interior said a fire destroyed a num-
ber of vehicles Friday evening in
the Salmi area, reports Al-Rai daily.

The department said the fire

was put out by fire engines from
Al-Shaqaya and Al-Jahra Al-Harfi
centers. The department said four
vehicles were totally destroyed.

No significant injuries have been
reported.

‘Re-examine situation’

Union’s chief bemoans lack
of workers in fishing sector

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: As the local
fish market suffers from shortage of
local produce, the head of the Kuwaiti
Fishermen Union, Dhaher
Al-Suwaiyan confirmed this is due to
factors beyond the control of fisher-
men and the union and those who have
fishing licenses, reports Al-Anba
daily.

He added despite assurances of sup-
port for the local produce given by the
concerned officials, it is difficult for
those in the fishing profession to oper-
ate.

Al-Suwaiyan added the fishing sec-
tor is facing a number of difficulties,
including difficulties faced by the fish-
ing license holders to recruit workers,
which has led to a shortage of skilled
labor.

He also said the government has not
been receptive to the fishermen’s
requests to meet with officials to dis-
cuss the issues and added, the fisher-
men are not asking for the impossible,
but only for the minimum of their
rights, which is to be heard and to have
their concerns addressed.

He pointed out that the lack of mead
fish in the market is due to a number of
factors, including the limited areas
where fishing is permitted and the
scarcity of mead in those areas.

He called on the government to
re-examine the situation and to listen
to the fishermen’s concerns. He also
repeated his appeal to the Ministry of
Interior to open the window for
recruitment of workers, as the clo-
sure is leading to a shortage of labor
and may eventually lead to the cessa-

No objection to ‘bury’
dead at night: official

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: The Kuwait
Municipality resorted to a fatwa from
the Ministry of Religious Endowments
to allow burial of the dead at night giv-
en the harsh unbearable summer heat
intensifying and recording high tem-
peratures, reports Al-Rai daily.

In this regard, the Director of the
Funerals Department at the Kuwait
Municipality, Dr. Faisal Al-Awadi,
has issued a circular allowing burial at
night during July and August

The circular stated that “due to the
high temperatures during the day, and
based on a fatwa from the Ministry of
Endowments that burial is permitted at
night, and in the interest of the admin-
istration to facilitate services and ease
the funerals lighting in cemeteries at
night will be provided,

Al-Awadi stressed that “there is no
objection to burial at any time, according
to the public interest, and the estimate of
the official of each cemetery, in coordi-
nation with the funeral home.”

tion of fishing altogether.

Al-Suwaiyan stressed the impor-
tance of ensuring the presence of the
local produce, as it is the cornerstone
for the stability of fish price. He noted
that the zubaidi fishing season is about
to begin in mid-July, and the shrimp
fishing season on August 1 and hopes
the government will solve the prob-
lems facing this sector.

Excellent job honus

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: The Ministry
of Public Works deposited the excel-
lent job performance bonus in the
accounts of eligible employees imme-
diately after Minister Amani Boqmaz
approved the job performance evalua-
tions, reports Al-Qabas daily quoting
sources.

Sources disclosed that the number
of beneficiaries reached 10,760 out of
15,000 employees; at a total cost of

KD7.9 million.

Meanwhile, in compliance with the
directive of First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior
Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled on granting
shift allowance to those occupying
supervisory positions in government
agencies, the  Civil Service
Commission (CSC) approved the dis-
bursement of the allowance to these
employees, reports Al-Anba daily.

F-16s set

Continued from Page 1

Also:

HARARE: Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi was welcomed
in Zimbabwe on Thursday by people singing songs criticiz-
ing the West as he made his last stop on a three-nation
Africa trip aimed at finding new trade alliances to soften the
impact of U.S. sanctions on his nation.

Raisi was greeted at Harare’s international airport by
Zimbabwe’s President Emmerson Mnangagwa and dozens
of supporters waving Zimbabwe and Iran flags and holding

placards with Raisi’s image.

Both countries are under US sanctions and Raisi’s trip to
Africa, which has already included stops in Kenya and
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SAB gives its opinion on 851 issues worth KD 1.5 hin

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: The State
Audit Bureau said that it dealt with 851
issues by giving its opinion between
April 1 and June 30 — issues worth 1.5
billion dinars (about 4.8 billion dol-
lars), reports Al-Jarida daily.

Hamza Al-Muhanna, Associate Au-
ditor at the Department of Advance
Control of Public and Service Affairs
at the Bureau, told Al-Jarida daily, that
about 86 percent of the total number
of issues of ministries and government
departments during that period were
worth 1.4 billion dinars (about 4.5 bil-
lion dollars).

Al-Muhanna explained that 9 per-
cent of the topics were from entities
with attached budgets worth 26 mil-
lion dinars (about 84.6 million dollars),
while 5 percent of them were from en-
tities with independent budgets worth
50 million dinars (about 162.7 million
dollars).

For her part, Hayat Al-Hashash, an
assistant auditor at the Pre-Control De-
partment for Social and Health Affairs,
said that the Bureau issued its opinion
between approval, conditional approv-
al, or renewal of approval for 445 sub-
jects, worth 700 million dinars (about

2.2 billion dollars).

Al-Hashash added that the Bureau re-
fused approval of 22 issues worth 18 mil-
lion dinars (about 58.5 million dollars)
during the aforementioned period due to
the lack of validity of the awarding pro-
cedures followed by some authorities.

She stated that the Bureau had re-
jected the papers of 314 subjects worth
553 million dinars (about 1.8 billion
dollars) because the authorities had not
provided the Bureau papers and docu-
ments for the presented subjects and
related documents, data and clarifica-
tions.

Uganda, highlights Iran’s efforts to counter those heavy
economic punishments.

Iran and Zimbabwe already have a joint permanent com-
mission on political and trade relations and officials on
Thursday signed 12 new memorandums of understanding,
including agreements on agriculture, pharmaceuticals, tele-
coms, gas, energy and education.

Iran also signed agreements with Kenya and Uganda on
Wednesday.

Irag-Iran

Continued from Page 1

Al-Sudani reinforced that optimism on Tuesday, saying
the projects “will end the need for import after completion
within two to three years.”

Also:

BAGHDAD: Traqi Prime Minister Mohammad Al-Sudani
said on Friday that his country is keen on building “regional
and international partnerships” that could contribute to the
national economic development of sisterly and friendly
countries.

The Iraqi prime minister made the remark in a phone call
with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, where
they discussed bilateral relations between both countries and
ways of promoting them, according to the Iraqi prime min-
ister’s media office.

“Mujezat Alshifa ”: Honey promotes
scar-free wound healing

] Dr. Hoda Ahmed, a

nutrition consultant at
-

*{l\

the “Mujezat Alshifa”
said: When a wound
occurs in any tissue in
the body, the resulting
inflammation leads to
the proliferation of fibrous cells, which in turn
secrete collagen responsible for their bonding
together to provide strength and flexibility to the
tissue, level the surface of the skin, and then heal,
but it must This process is carried out in a balanced
way to avoid the accumulation of fibrous cells at
the wound site and forming a scar when it heals.
She added: When the healers tried honey to
heal the wounds, they healed without scars.
Honey contains compounds that activate
collagen secretion and compounds that combat
uncontrolled cell proliferation, which leads to
faster wound healing and no scars, as was shown
during a study by Professor Sataroba at the
University of Karajpur, India.
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Make smart choice to protect your health and sanity this summer

Not all repellents equal - tips to avoid mosquito bites

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source of news, analysis
and commentary from academic experts.

[ I

ow that summer is in full swing, mosquitoes have come out across the United States.
The use of mosquito repellents can protect both your health and sanity this summer.

While mosquitoes leave bothersome, itchy bites on your skin, they When a mosquito
bites you, it may transmit harmful pathogens that cause dangerous diseases like malaria,
dengue fever, Zika and West Nile.

Mosquito females bite people to get vital nutrients from our blood. They then use these
nutrients to make their eggs. One single blood meal can give rise to about 100 mosquito
eggs that hatch into wiggling larvae.

There are several ways to avoid getting bitten by mosquitoes, from wearing long, loose
clothing and limiting time outside to placing screens over your windows and getting rid of
standing water that mosquitoes might use to breed.

However, one of the best ways to protect yourself when you're going to a place where
hungry mosquitoes will be buzzing around is by using mosquito repellents.

Our team at the New Mexico State University Molecular Vector Physiology Labora-
tory has studied different types of mosquito repellents and their efficacy for over a decade.
Here’s what you need to know to protect yourself this summer:

The use of mosquito repellents goes far back in history, certainly predating written
historical accounts. Some of the oldest records of the use of mosquito repellents date back
to early Egyptian and Roman history. During this period, smoke from smudge fires was
often used to repel mosquitoes.

Today, we have more options than our ancestors when it comes to choosing what type
of mosquito repellent to use - sprays and lotions, candles, coils and vaporizers, to name
some.

By Immo A. Hansen and Hailey A. Luker
New Mexico State University

These repellents interfere with a mosquito’s sense of smell, taste or both. The repellent
either blocks or overstimulates these senses. Scientists understand how certain repellents
like DEET work at the molecular level, but for many of them, it is still unknown why
exactly they repel mosquitoes.

We used a variety of scientific laboratory experiments and field tests to find out what
works. For some products, testing was as simple as putting a volunteer’s treated arm into
a cage with 25 mosquitoes and waiting for the first mosquito bite.

For others, like citronella candles, we used a slow-speed wind tunnel and put a candle
or device between a person and a cage of mosquitoes. Depending on the repellent efficacy
of the device, mosquitoes either flew toward the person or away. Another experiment we
conducted was the Y-tube choice assay where mosquitoes chose to fly toward someone’s
hand or, if repelled, fly toward the blank or empty option.

Devices

Bracelets don’t work. Department stores and pharmacy chains sell hundreds of differ-
ent varieties of bracelets. They are marketed as “mosquito repellent” bands, wristbands
and watches, and their materials can vary from plastic to leather. Even if they are loaded
with repellents, they can’t protect your whole body from mosquito bites.

Ultrasonic repellent devices don’t work. These come as electrical plug-ins, free-stand-
ing varieties or watchlike accessories that claim to emit a high-frequency sound that deters
mosquitoes by mimicking bats. However, in scientific studies, ultrasonic repellent devices
fail to repel mosquitoes. In fact, when our lab tested one of these devices, we found a slight
increase in mosquito attraction to the wearer.

Dietary supplements - vitamin B, garlic and so on - don’t work. No scientific evidence
shows these supplements protect people from mosquito bites.

Light-based repellents don’t work. These devices come as colored light bulbs, and they
don’t attract insects that fly toward white light. This approach works well on moths, bee-

tles and stinkbugs, but not on mosquitoes.

And here is our ranking of what does work, starting with the best repellent/active in-
gredient.

1. DEET works. DEET, chemical name, N,N-diethyl-meta-toluamide, was developed
in the 1950s by the US Army and is a well-established mosquito repellent with a long his-
tory of use. The higher the percentage, the longer the protection time is - up to six hours.

2. Picaridin works. This synthetic repellent can protect for up to six hours at a 20%
concentration. This repellent is a promising alternative for DEET.

3. Oil of lemon eucalyptus, or OLE, works. OLE, with the active ingredient PMD, is
a plant-based alternative to DEET and picaridin. Its repellent properties can last for up to
six hours.

4. Other essential oils - some work, some not so much. We applied 20 different essen-
tial oils in a 10% essential oil lotion mixture to volunteers’ skin. Here’s what we found:

Clove oil works. This oil, with the active ingredient eugenol, can protect from mosquito
bites for over 90 minutes at a 10% concentration in lotion. Cinnamon oil works. This oil,
with the active ingredients cinnamaldehyde and eugenol, can protect from mosquitoes for
over 60 minutes at a 10% concentration in lotion. Geraniol and 2-PEP, or 2-phenylethyl
propionate, work for about 60 minutes at a 10% concentration in lotion. Citronella oil
works, just not so great. We found citronella oil at a 10% concentration only protected
from mosquito bites for about 30 minutes.

If you are planning to mix your own plant-based mosquito repellent this summer, re-
member that essential oils are complex mixtures of plant-made chemicals that can cause
skin irritations at high concentrations.

Based on our study, we recommend using repellents with the active ingredient DEET if
you live in or are traveling to regions with a high risk of vector-borne disease transmission.
However, plant-based repellents will work just fine to prevent nuisance mosquito bites in
low-risk areas, as long as you reapply them as needed. (AP)
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Social media pushing back
Fine dining in Europe,
US still so Eurocentric

By Daniel Merino and Nehal El-Hadi

Ambassador of France to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher and His Excellency,
Sheikh Jarrah Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs during the cake

cutting ceremony.
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Chargé d’Affaires James Holtsnider US Embassy in Kuwait (center) with
guests at French Embassy reception to celebrate France’s National Day at
the Résidence de France.

Photos from the event.

EU to ease visas for Kuwaitis

Photos by lehab Qurtal

French Embassy celebrates National Day

By Mujahid Igbal

he French Embassy held a reception to celebrate

France’s National Day at the Résidence de France on
Wednesday. “I am thrilled to witness such a gathering of
people. French National Day is a cherished tradition that
holds a special place in the hearts of all French citizens,
but also of all our French-speaking friends around the
world. And I know they are numerous here in Kuwait,”
Ambassador of France to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher said
as she welcomed the guests. Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Al-Sabah was the guest of honor,
who cut the ceremonial cake with the French ambassa-
dor.

“This celebration is an unwavering commitment to the
cultural heritage of France. Our streets come alive filled
with vibrant parades, people wearing blue, white and red.
The melodies of Edith Piaf and Maurice Ravel fill the air.
We celebrate the French way of life, which has inspired
countless poets, writers, and thinkers throughout history,”
Le Flecher said.

“On our national day, we commemorate the July 14,
1789, historic storming of the Bastille prison — which
marks the beginning of the French Revolution. But we
also commemorate Federation Day, a year later, in 1790,
which brought French citizens to celebrate together. A
Revolution symbolizes the quest for freedom, equality,
and fraternity; a celebration, the year after, which con-
veys messages of unity and harmony. This double mean-
ing of our national day tells a lot about our country and
the values it wants to convey. The love of freedom and

democracy, that is vivid in Kuwait, matches this ideal,”
Le Flecher said.

“This year, like last year, our joy is unfortunately
clouded by the unprovoked war in Ukraine launched by
Russia, with its load of human rights violations which I
have no doubt will be investigated by international crimi-
nal courts. We can only hope that this all stops as early as
possible, with a victory of Ukraine. And if there are nego-
tiations, it cannot be at the expense of the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of a UN member. I know all Kuwaitis
share this approach because they have experienced them-
selves the suffering of an invasion, that is why Kuwait
early emphasized the pre-eminence of internationally
agreed principles, including the intangibility of territorial
integrity,” she stressed.

The ambassador said France and Kuwait have a lot in
common in their quest for regional stability, and both are
sincerely engaged in promoting peace in the Middle East
and notably for a viable solution for the Palestinian peo-
ple. “France and Kuwait share the same outlook on the
future of the region. On June 27, His Excellency Sheikh
Salem Al-Sabah, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait,
traveled to Paris to meet with the French Minister of For-
eign Affairs Catherine Colonna, and their views were
very close on many topics,” she said.

Le Flecher said among other topics, the visa issue was
also discussed between the ministers. “I am happy to an-
nounce today that a positive judgment was reached in
Brussels in order to allow the Cascade visa mechanism
for Kuwaiti citizens. It means that Kuwaitis will, hope-

fully soon, be given long-duration visas following their
first demand for a Schengen visa,” she said.

“The ministers also welcomed our vibrant economic
relationship. France has become the largest European
client of the clean fuel project. Beyond trade, our long-
lasting investment relationship is a testimony of the trust
and the depth of interests that govern our relationship.
Our historic cultural and educational cooperation is also a
testimony to our strong friendship,” Le Flecher said.

“It is a joy for me to perform my duties among you,
and the daily support you provide to France in Kuwait is
invaluable. Your commitment, your dynamism, and your
spirit of solidarity greatly contribute to the quality of the
relations we have with our Kuwaiti friends, and I thank
you for that. The year was rich in events: The final of the
World Cup and the month of La Francophonie, brought
us together around festive events. The Pearl of the West
exercise, which saw the deployment of 500 French sol-
diers on Kuwaiti soil, and more recently the Arabian
Breeze exercise have brilliantly illustrated the knowhow
of our armies,” the ambassador pointed out.

“I'am of course aware of your concerns, particularly on
the issues of family visas and driving licenses, and wish
to assure you of the embassy’s tireless action on these
subjects. Our minister raised these issues with the Ku-
waiti minister for foreign affairs during his visit to Paris,
so be sure that they are taken into account at the highest
level, and we have received assurances that the Kuwaiti
authorities will work quickly to lift these restrictions,” she
assured.

The Conversation is an inde-
pendent and nonprofit source
of news, analysis and commen-
tary from academic experts.
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he history of restaurants, food

and, especially, fine dining, is
deeply tied to the history of im-
migration to the US and French
cultural power in the early 20th
century. Not surprisingly, the sto-
ry that leads to Yelp and Anthony
Bourdain is not without its share
of racism that the modern food
world and its tastemakers are still
grappling with today.

In this episode of The Conver-
sation Weekly, we speak to three
experts who study food culture and
fine dining about the perceptions
and definitions of “good food.” We
explore how food trends are deeply
tied to immigration, how the history
of Western culinary techniques lim-
its the creativity and authenticity of
modern restaurants and how social
media compares with the Michelin
Guide as a tool in the quest for good
food.

The definition of ‘good food’

Between ever-increasing cu-
linary skill and creativity, the
boom in organic and seasonal
ingredients, a growing interest
in ethnic food and flavors, and
a glut of food media — from the
Michelin Guide and Zagat to
Instagram and TikTok — there
has arguably never been a better
time to eat, drink and appreciate
a truly good meal.

What defines “good food”? This
is a subjective question in many
ways, but a chef’s career can sin-
gle-handedly be made or broken
by areview in the esteemed pages
of the Michelin Guide or The New
York Times food section. Even in
the world of social media, some
restaurants consistently rise to
the top of Yelp and Instagram, so
there is some consensus idea of
what “good food” is.

To understand where the ideas
that define good food come from,
it’s helpful to understand how the
modern restaurant came to be. “At
the turn of the 20th century, you
have Georges Auguste Escoffier,
who, with his friend Ritz, opened
the Ritz-Carlton,” explains Gillian
Gualtieri, a sociologist at Barnard
College in New York City. “The
Ritz becomes this training ground
for European cooks and chefs, and
you then send them out to these
glamorous hotels all over Europe
to cook for the European and
American elites.”

To this day, the techniques and
even the language developed by
Escoffier are taught in culinary
schools across the world.

As the world urbanized, more
and more people began to eat at
restaurants, and the concept of the
food critic emerged. These crit-
ics wield power. When Gualtieri
asked 120 New York chefs whose
opinions mattered most, they most
valued the opinions of their peers
— and the Michelin Guide.

Immigration and ethnic food

The Michelin Guide and many
of its peers in the legacy food
media have historically been gate-
keepers of fine dining, focusing on
white, Eurocentric restaurants and
in many ways controlling what
kinds of cuisine are worth paying
a premium for. But ethnic food —
whether it is Mexican, Japanese

or, in the past, Italian food — is a
massive part of the US food scene.
As Krishnendu Ray, a profes-
sor of food studies at New York
University in the US, explains, the
perceptions of immigrant food are
closely tied to perceptions of the
immigrants themselves.

“What you see is there’s a kind
of a early popularity of immigrant
foods, first inside the community,
and then slowly it spreads outward.
Other people start eating, journalists
are eating and writing about it, but it
does not acquire prestige,” Ray ex-
plains. “That changes over time, de-
pending on which immigrant group
is coming into the US in the largest
numbers and which cohort is slowly
moving up in terms of upward mo-
bility.”

After looking at prices of
various types of cuisine over the
decades and comparing it with
immigration trends, Ray found
a consistent pattern. Immigrant
foods are first considered cheap
and not prestigious when lots of
immigrants move to the US but
slowly gain clout as the people
themselves become more cultur-
ally established.

Social media influencers as
food critics

In an era of social media, many
people are now turning to Yelp,
TikTok or Instagram to figure out
where they want to get a meal.
Zeena Feldman is a professor
of digital culture at King’s Col-
lege in London, in the UK. She
was interested in seeing whether
Instagram viewed good food in
the same Eurocentric ways as the
Michelin Guide, or whether, as
she explains it, “because anyone
can have a voice on Instagram,
underrepresented cuisines from
different parts of the world and
from less expensive price points
might be getting more of the at-
tention there.”

To answer this question, Feld-
man looked at the reviews of Ins-
tagram food influencers in London
and New York and then compared
them with the Michelin Guide.

“Culturally and economically,
Instagram food criticism is a lot
more inclusive than Michelin,”
says Feldman. “So you have many
more cuisines, and especially cui-
sines outside of the Global North,
being represented.”

But Instagram wasn’t com-
pletely without flaws. “I started
out thinking of Instagram food
culture as being something cre-
ated by amateurs, by just peo-
ple as obsessed with food as I
might be,” says Feldman. “What
I found is actually these are pro-
fessionals, either people making
money from promoting content
or people aspiring to make mon-
ey from promoting content. And
so what that means is that there’s
a certain standardization to how
food is being represented on In-
stagram.”

Most people have seen what
Feldman has termed the “Insta-
gram gaze.” These are the over-
head shots of well-lit food that,
Feldman notes, almost never fea-
ture any people.

Feldman thinks that, with so
much food media out there, there
is more opportunity to find good
food, but the definition of that, as
she puts it, is “food that you actu-
ally enjoy eating.” (AP)



A help wanted sign is
posted in Lansdale, Pa.,
Friday, April 28, 2023.

On Thursday, the Labor
Department reports on
the number of people who
applied for unemployment
benefits last week. (AP)

US applications for jobless benefits fall again

The number of Americans applying for job-
less benefits fell again last week as the
labor market continues defy the Federal
Reserve’s attempt to cool it through higher
interest rates.

U.S. applications for jobless claims fell
by 12,000 to 237,000 for the week ending
July 8, from 249,000 previous week, the La-
bor Department reported Thursday.

The four-week moving average of claims,
which smooths out some of the week-to-week
ups and downs, fell by 6,750 to 246,750.

Jobless claim applications are seen as a

week.

ous week.

Market Movements 14-07-2023
Change Closing pts Change Closing pts
UAE DFM +0.13 4,009.83 JAPAN Nikkei -0.09 32,391.26
PHILIPPINES PSEi +0.70 6,624.79 PAKISTAN KSE 100 -0.50 45,071.94
EGYPT EGX 30 +1.16 17,342.29 SAUDI Tadawul -0.16 11,707.87

proxy for the number of layoffs in a given

Overall, 1.73 million people were collect-
ing unemployment benefits the week that
ended July 1, 11,000 fewer than the previ-

For three weeks in late May and early
June, jobless claims had appeared to reach
a sustained, higher level, above 260,000.
Even so, that increase may not have been
enough for Fed officials to pivot from raising
its main rate at its next meeting.

The U.S. economy has added jobs at a

frenetic pace since more than 20 million
jobs vanished when the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit in the spring of 2020. Americans
have enjoyed unusual job security with
companies reluctant to shed staff in a work-
er-friendly labor environment.

U.S. employers continue to add jobs at a
healthy pace each month, often surprising
economists and painting a mostly encourag-
ing picture of the labor market and its current
3.6% unemployment rate. Fed officials have
said that the unemployment rate needs to
rise well past 4% to bring inflation down.

Two programs to benefit from initiative

Biden making $20b available from ‘green bank’ for clean energy projects

WASHINGTON, July 15, (AP): The Biden administration has said it is making avail-
able $20 billion from a federal “green bank™ for clean energy projects such as resi-
dential heat pumps, electric vehicle charging stations and community cooling centers.

Two programs, worth $14 billion and $6 billion, respectively, will offer com-
petitive grants to nonprofits, community development banks and other groups
to invest in clean energy projects, with a focus on disadvantaged communities,
the White House said. The investments follow a $7 billion Solar for All program
launched last month for residential and community solar projects in low-income
communities.

All three programs will be overseen by the green bank, formally known as the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, which Congress created in last year’s climate law.

Vice President Kamala Harris called the grant programs announced Friday “the
largest investment in financing for community-based climate projects in our na-
tion’s history,”” adding: “It’s a good day.”’

Speaking at Coppin State University, a historically black university in Balti-
more, Harris said green bank investments would “dramatically accelerate” work to
lower planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions while boosting tens of thousands
of climate and clean energy projects across America.

The federal investments mean that developers who build affordable housing in
cities such as Baltimore “will now have the capital they need to install energy-
efficient appliances in new units, to lower energy use and help tenants save on
their electric bills,”” Harris said. Small business owners also will be able to receive
zero-interest loans to purchase electric delivery trucks, reducing pollution and sav-
ing on gas, she said.

“When we invest in clean energy and electric vehicles, more of our children can
breathe clean air and drink clean water,’” she said. “When we help folks upgrade
their heating and cooling systems, we lower the cost of electricity, so working
parents have more money for groceries and home repairs and school supplies. And
think of all the jobs these investments will create.”

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan, whose agen-
cy oversees the $27 billion green bank, called it a way to “tackle the climate cri-
sis and reshape the economy’’ at the same time. The three programs will offer
“transformational resources’’ for many disadvantaged communities that often are
passed over by commercial banks and investors, he said.

“These communities have been left behind in this transition, and it’s going to
be a strong signal to the market for us to pull private capital off the sidelines’” in
urban and neglected areas, Regan told The Associated Press in an interview.

Applications under the program are due this fall, with grant awards expected
next year.

The $14 billion National Clean Investment Fund will provide grants to up to
three national clean financing institutions, enabling them to partner with states and
the private sector to provide affordable financing for tens of thousands of clean
technology projects nationwide, the EPA said.

The $6 billion Clean Communities Investment Accelerator, meanwhile, will
provide grants for up to seven nonprofits that will work with other groups to pro-
vide access to investments needed to deploy clean technology projects. Hundreds

OPEC expects world oil demand to grow 2.4 mbpd in 23

VIENNA, July 15, (KUNA): World oil demand is expected to grow by 2.4 mil-
lion barrel per day (mbpd) in 2023, following an upward revision of about 0.1
mb/d from last month’s assessment, mainly due to higher demand seen in China
in 2Q23.

In its monthly report, OPEC added, “based on the initial world oil demand and
non-OPEC supply forecast for 2024, demand for OPEC crude is expected to reach
30.2 million barrel/daily, 800,000 higher than the 2023 level.”

Demand for OPEC crude in 2023 is revised up by 100,000 barrel from the pre-
vious month’s assessment to stand at 29.4 million barrel/daily, the report noted.

This is around one million barrel/daily higher than in 2022.

The OPEC Reference Basket (ORB) declined by 63¢, or 0.8 percent, m-o-m to
average USD 75.19/b in June.

The ICE Brent front-month contract fell by 71¢, or 0.9 percent, m-o-m to USD
74.98/b, and the NYMEX WTI front-month contract declined by USD 1.35, or 1.9
percent, m-o-m to average USD 70.27/b.

The DME Oman front-month contract rose by 13 ¢, or 0.2 percent, m-o-m to
settle at USD 74.91/b.

The front-month ICE Brent/NYMEX WTI spread widened by 64¢ m-o-m to
average USD 4.71/b in June.

The futures forward curves of ICE Brent, NYMEX WTI and DME Oman weak-
ened during the month, and hedge funds and other money managers heavily cut
bullish positions in ICE Brent and NYMEX WTI, extending the previous month’s

selloffs.

World economic growth in 2023 remains broadly unchanged at 2.6 percent and
the initial forecast for 2024 economic growth is expected at 2.5 percent.

US economic growth for 2023 is revised up slightly to stand at 1.4 percent, fol-
lowed by 0.7 percent for 2024.

Euro-zone economic growth for 2023 is revised down slightly to stand at 0.7
percent, while growth in 2024 is forecast at 0.8 percent.

Japan’s economic growth for 2023 is revised up slightly to 1.1 percent, while
growth in 2024 is forecast at 1.0 percent.

China’s 2023 economic growth remains at 5.2 percent, with economic growth
forecast in 2024 at 4.8 percent.

India’s economic growth remains at 5.6 percent in 2023 and is expected to ex-
pand by 5.9 percent in 2024.

Brazil’s economic growth in 2023 is revised up to 1.3 percent and is expected to
grow by 1.1 percent in 2024.

Russia’s economic growth in 2023 is revised up to 0.4 percent and a further
recovery is anticipated for 2024 with a growth forecast of 0.8 percent.

OECD Americas is revised up slightly to account for a better-than-expected per-
formance in the US in 2Q23. Similarly, OECD Europe is revised up slightly in 1Q23.

In the non-OECD, demand was also revised upward to account for bullish oil
demand seen in China in 2Q23 and a slight improvement in Latin America over
the same period.

of community lenders, credit unions, housing finance agencies and other insti-
tutions will finance clean technology projects in low-income and disadvantaged
communities, the EPA said.

Maryland Sen. Chris Van Hollen, a Democrat who first introduced legislation to
create a national green bank 14 years ago, said the grants will accelerate deploy-
ment of clean energy in underserved communities such as Baltimore that have
been disproportionately harmed by pollution and climate change.

“These funds will serve as a force multiplier for private investment in clean
energy projects to cut emissions and promote environmental justice in underserved
communities across the country,”” said Van Hollen, who attended the ceremony at
Coppin State with Harris, Regan and other officials.

The green bank could help finance cooling centers in urban areas suffering from
extreme heat, as well as charging stations for electric vehicles, retrofitting build-
ings and installing efficient heating and air-conditioning systems, Regan said.

“This is really about ensuring that every person in this country is experiencing
the best quality of life as possible with clean energy technology providing that

landing,”” he said.

The green bank - modeled after similar banks established in states such as Con-
necticut, New York and California - is expected to unlock billions of dollars in
private investment, Regan and other officials said.

Republicans in Congress have criticized the green bank, calling it a taxpayer-
funded “slush fund” ripe for abuse.

A GOP energy package that passed in March would repeal money allocated to
the green bank. Rep. Gary Palmer, R-Ala., said the fund would benefit Wall Street
firms but would not “lower the cost of heating for American families.”

House Energy and Commerce Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash., said
the green bank was “rushed into law with no accountability or oversight necessary
for taxpayer stewardship.”

Regan disputed that, saying officials “spent a lot of time designing this fund.”

He pledged a “very rigorous reporting system on how these grantees are investing
this capital,”” adding: “It’s all designed to be tracked with investments in low-carbon
strategies, especially for those who otherwise would not be able to participate.’’

A ‘raucous’ week for Wall Street

Agreement definitive

ExxonMobil announces
acquisition of Denbury

closes with a quiet, mixed finish

Asian shares buoyed by Wall Street’'s winning

week

NEW YORK, July 15,
(AP): Wall Street’s latest
winning week closed with
a mixed finish on Friday
following stronger profit
reports than expected from

several big U.S. companies.

The S&P 500 slipped 4.62, or
0.1%, to 4,505.42 to edge back
from its highest closing level since
April 2022. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average rose 113.89, or
0.3%, to 34,509.03, and the Nas-
daq composite fell 24.87, or 0.2%,
to 14,113.70.

Insurance giant UnitedHealth Group
rallied 7.2% after it said profit growth
during the spring was better than feared.
It also raised the bottom end of its fore-
cast for earnings for the full year.

JPMorgan Chase rose 0.6% after it
said its profit during the spring grew by
more than expected thanks in part to its
acquisition of the troubled First
Republic Bank. It had been up more in
the morning, but it faded through the
day like the broader market. Wells
Fargo likewise swung to a drop of
0.3% from an earlier gain after report-
ing stronger profit for the second quar-
ter than expected.

Helping to drag down Wall Street
was State Street, which dropped 12.1%
after reporting slightly weaker revenue
than expected for the latest quarter,
though its profit topped forecasts.

The earnings reporting season is just
getting underway, and Wall Street’s
expectations are low. Analysts are
forecasting the worst drop in earnings
per share for S&P 500 companies since
the spring of 2020. If they’re right, it
would also mark a third straight quarter
where profits sank.

Such expectations are key for finan-
cial markets, because one of the big-
gest factors that set a stock’s price is
how much profit a company produces.
Wall Street nevertheless rallied hard
this week and closed out its seventh
winning week in the last nine because
of rising optimism for the other major
lever that sets stock prices: how much
investors are willing to pay for each $1
of corporate profits.

Two reports earlier this week
showed that inflation continued to cool
across the U.S. economy in June. That
bolstered investors’ hopes that the
Federal Reserve is close to feeling
comfortable enough to halt its blister-
ing campaign to raise interest rates.

The Fed has already hiked its federal
funds rate to a range of 5% to 5.25%,

Oil price is finally on the

By Kamel Al-Harami
Independent Oil Analyst

DUE to the recent OPEC+ agree-
ment, and with the support of Rus-
sia to stick to its exports and its
reduction commitment to OPEC,
oil price is accordingly hovering
around the magic number of $80
per barrel. This is set to remain as
it is, and perhaps goes beyond the
current level to reach above $90 per
barrel by the end of next month with
the end of the summer and driving
season.

Russia’s action, along with Saudi
Arabia’s voluntary move to reduce
production by one million barrels
per day from this month and pos-
sibly the next, shows the solidity of
OPEC+ and the firmness of the two
biggest oil producers and exporters.
Oil prices will keep firming up as
long as the two allies are committed
to keeping the oil volume in order.

Of course, the Saudi reduction
will cause the total OPEC+ reduc-
tion to reach about 4.2 million bar-
rels per day, making total OPEC
production 22.58 for the month
of June 2023. This is after adding

up from virtually zero early last year.
High rates undercut inflation by slow-
ing the economy and putting downward
pressure on prices for stocks and other
kinds of investments.

The expectation is still for the Fed to
raise rates one more time at its next
meeting in two weeks. But traders are
largely betting on that being the final
hike of the cycle.

Treasury yields rose Friday, paring
some of their sharp tumble from earlier
this week caused by traders paring bets
for Fed rate hikes later this year.

The 10-year Treasury yield rose to
3.82% from 3.77% late Thursday. But
it’s still well below the 3.98% it sat at
late Tuesday, before the inflation
reports were released. The 10-year
yield helps set rates for mortgages and
other important loans.

The two-year Treasury yield more
closely tracks expectations for Fed
action, and it’s at 4.73%, down from
4.89% late Tuesday.

Yields rose after a report on Friday
suggested consumers are feeling much
better about the economy thanks to slow-

Iran’s volume of 2.7, Libya of 1.14.
and Venezuela of close to one mil-
lion, making total OPEC production
reach 28.23 million barrels per day.

Next month, Saudi’s one million
barrel reduction will make the oil
organization hit the lowest volume

PTITT, of roduc-
m‘”“”” T, tion 8 since
COVID-19
pandemic.

Never-
theless, the
- oil markets

- should  be
receptive  to
the coming
volume  of
crude  oils
and finished
products
from Iran, making an extra 300,
000 barrels per day available for the
market.

From next month onwards, Rus-
sia will beat Saudi Arabia in taking
the spot for the top oil producer due
to Saudi’s one million barrels per
day reduction, which may last for
two months or more. However, this
should not be of great concern if oil

Al-Harami

er inflation and a still-solid job market. A
preliminary reading on a University of
Michigan survey showed consumer senti-
ment at its highest level since September
2021, though lower-income consumers
weren’t feeling as positive.

Solid spending by U.S. consumers
has been one of the main pillars keep-
ing the economy out of a recession.
They’ve kept spending despite high
interest rates as employers have contin-
ued to hire more workers.

France’s CAC 40 gained 0.3% in early
trading to 7,394.68. Germany’s DAX fell
0.1% to 16,121.61. Britain’s FTSE 100
edged 0.2% higher to 7,453.21.

Asia

Asian shares mostly surged Friday
after Wall Street’s winning streak bar-
reled into a fourth day, buoyed by the
latest signal that inflation may be easing.

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 lost
earlier gains, ending down 0.1% at
32,391.26. Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
rose 0.9% to 7,308.50. South Korea’s

right track!

prices continue to climb up. It will
make oil producers happy due to
the hope of reducing their financial
deficits by the end of the year.

Against such a background, oils
are pouring from other sources such
as from USA, Canada, and Norway,
which caused the oil prices to fall
recently. This will not be enough
to cool down the oil prices, as the
demand is on the rise and could
reach two million barrels per day
before the end of the year, reaching
102 million by then. It could grow
further by 2.2 million next year,
causing the oil supply to be short,
without additional oil coming from
non-OPEC countries, if the world
needs to avoid major oil disruptions,
unless USA eases the sanctions on
Iran and Venezuela to export and
produce more oil in order to avoid
major disruptions.

It seems, with the current as-
sumptions, the possible economic
recovery of China, and the rise in
oil demand, it is certain that the oil
price will go higher. This is unless
other oil producers outside of OPEC
can enhance oil production further.

Email: naftikuwaiti@yahoo.com

Kospi jumped 1.3% to 2,623.83. Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng edged up 0.4% to
19,433.22, while the Shanghai
Composite added 0.1% to 3,240.96.

“Positive sentiment within Asian
equity markets gathered pace as inves-
tors welcomed the easing inflation
momentum,” Anderson Alves at
ActivTrades said in a commentary.

Market watchers are also looking
ahead to regional data expected next
week, including consumer prices in
Japan and China’s GDP.

0il

In energy trading, benchmark U.S.
crude added 16 cents to $77.05 a barrel
in electronic trading on the New York
Mercantile Exchange. It picked up
$1.14 on Thursday to $76.89 a barrel.

Brent crude, the international stan-
dard, rose 12 cents to $81.48 a barrel.

Currencies

In currency trading, the U.S. dollar
edged down to 137.83 Japanese yen
from 138.05 yen. The euro cost
$1.1222, down from $1.1228.

SPRING, Texas, July 15, (Business
Wire): Exxon Mobil Corporation
(NYSE: XOM) announced it has en-
tered into a definitive agreement to ac-
quire Denbury Inc. (NYSE: DEN), an
experienced developer of carbon cap-
ture, utilization and storage (CCS) so-
lutions and enhanced oil recovery. The
acquisition is an all-stock transaction
valued at $4.9 billion, or $89.45 per
share based on ExxonMobil’s closing
price on July 12,2023. Under the terms
of the agreement, Denbury sharehold-
ers will receive 0.84 shares of Exxon-
Mobil for each Denbury share.

“Acquiring Denbury reflects our de-
termination to profitably grow our Low
Carbon Solutions business by serving a
range of hard-to-decarbonize industries
with a comprehensive carbon capture
and sequestration offering,” said Dar-
ren Woods, Chairman and CEO. “The
breadth of Denbury’s network, when
added to ExxonMobil’s decades of ex-
perience and capabilities in CCS, gives
us the opportunity to play an even
greater role in a thoughtful energy tran-
sition, as we continue to deliver on our
commitment to provide the world with
the vital energy and products it needs.”

The transaction synergies are ex-
pected to drive strong growth and
returns for ExxonMobil. The acqui-
sition of Denbury provides Exxon-
Mobil with the largest owned and
operated CO 2 pipeline network in
the U.S. at 1,300 miles, including
nearly 925 miles of CO 2 pipelines in
Louisiana, Texas, and Mississippi -
located within one of the largest U.S.
markets for CO 2 emissions, as well
as 10 strategically located onshore
sequestration sites. A cost-efficient
transportation and storage system ac-
celerates CCS deployment for Exx-
onMobil and third-party customers
over the next decade and underpins
multiple low carbon value chains in-
cluding CCS, hydrogen, ammonia,
biofuels, and direct air capture.

Chris Kendall, Denbury’s President
and Chief Executive Officer com-
mented, “This transaction is a compel-
ling opportunity for Denbury to join
an admired global energy leader with
a low-carbon focus, a robust balance
sheet and a leading shareholder re-
turn program. Over the last few years,
Denbury has made significant progress
executing our strategic plan, strength-
ening our enhanced oil recovery opera-
tions and capitalizing on our unrivaled
infrastructure to accelerate the growth
of our CO 2 transportation and stor-
age business. To build even further on
this positive momentum, the Denbury
Board of Directors and management
team undertook a thorough review pro-
cess and considered a number of alter-
natives to maximize long-term value.
Through this process, it became clear
that the transaction with ExxonMobil

is in the best interests of our compa-
ny, our shareholders, and all Denbury
stakeholders. Importantly, given the
significant capital and years of work
required to fully develop our CO 2
business, ExxonMobil is the ideal part-
ner with extensive resources and capa-
bilities. The all-equity consideration
will allow Denbury shareholders to
participate in the upside of ExxonMo-
bil’s stock while benefitting from its
strong capital return strategy. We look
forward to bringing together our highly
complementary cultures and teams to
realize the long-term value and benefits
of this combination.”

“Denbury’s advantaged CO 2 infra-
structure provides significant opportu-
nities to expand and accelerate Exxon-
Mobil’s low-carbon leadership across
our Gulf Coast value chains,” said Dan
Ammann, President, ExxonMobil Low
Carbon Solutions. “Once fully devel-
oped and optimized, this combination
of assets and capabilities has the po-
tential to profitably reduce emissions
by more than 100 million metric tons
per year in one of the highest-emitting
regions of the U.S.”

In addition to Denbury’s carbon cap-
ture and storage assets, the acquisition
includes Gulf Coast and Rocky Moun-
tain oil and natural gas operations.
These operations consist of proved
reserves totaling over 200 million bar-
rels of oil equivalent, with 47,000 oil-
equivalent barrels per day of current
production, providing immediate oper-
ating cash flow and near-term optional-
ity for CO 2 offtake and execution of
the CCS business.

The boards of directors of both com-
panies have unanimously approved the
transaction, which is subject to custom-
ary regulatory reviews and approvals.
It is also subject to approval by Den-
bury shareholders. The transaction is
expected to close in the 4 th quarter of
2023.

For more information on the acquisi-
tion, the investor presentation is avail-
able at ExxonMobil Investor website.

ExxonMobil, one of the largest pub-
licly traded international energy and
petrochemical companies, creates so-
lutions that improve quality of life and
meet society’s evolving needs.

The corporation’s primary busi-
nesses - Upstream, Product Solutions
and Low Carbon Solutions - provide
products that enable modern life, in-
cluding energy, chemicals, lubricants,
and lower-emissions technologies and
services. ExxonMobil holds an indus-
try-leading portfolio of resources, and
is one of the largest integrated fuels,
lubricants and chemical companies in
the world.

In 2021, ExxonMobil announced
Scope 1 and 2 greenhouse gas emis-
sion-reduction plans for 2030 for oper-
ated assets, compared to 2016 levels.
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Twitter seeks end to US oversight of data use

Twitter wants a federal court
to end an order imposed by
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion that limits its data security
practices.

The FTC has been watching
the company for years since
Twitter agreed to a 2011 con-
sent order alleging serious data
security lapses. But the agency’s
concerns spiked with the tumult
that followed Elon Musk’s Oct.
27 takeover of the company.

In March it was disclosed
that the FTC was investigating
Musk’s mass layoffs at Twitter
and trying to obtain his internal
communications as part of on-
going oversight into the social
media company’s privacy and
cybersecurity practices, accord-
ing to documents described in a
congressional report.

Twitter paid a $150 million
penalty in May 2022, about five
months before Musk’s takeover,

for violating the 2011 consent
order. An updated version es-
tablished new procedures requir-
ing the company to implement
an enhanced privacy-protection
program as well as beefing up
information security.

X Corp., now Twitter’s corpo-
rate name, has filed a motion
with the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of Califor-
nia, for a protective order and
relief from the consent order.

American Airlines and JetBlue to end partnership

American Airlines and JetBlue
Airways will end their partnership
in the Northeast next week, after
a judge ruled that the deal vio-
lates antitrust law.

JetBlue said Friday that
it will end codesharing - the
practice of selling seats on
each other’s flights - and re-
ciprocal frequent-flyer benefits
on July 21.

Customers who already
bought a ticket through the

partnership will have until that
date to add their frequent-flyer
number to the booking to get
points in their account, the air-
line said.

A federal judge in Boston ruled
in May that the airlines must dis-
band their agreement, called the
Northeast Alliance.

The Justice Department sued
to kill the deal, which began in
early 2021 and is focused on
flights in New York and Boston,

A strategic step in driving digital transformation and ICT growth

saying it would limit competition
and hurt consumers by driving
up prices.

American plans to appeal the
ruling, but JetBlue announced
last week that it would not ap-
peal and would instead turn its
focus to saving its proposed
$3.8 billion purchase of Spirit
Airlines. The Justice Depart-
ment has also sued to block
that deal, and a trial is sched-
uled for October. (AP)

Meshary Al-Hamad appointed as new CEO of e-Portal Holding Co

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: Kuwait Telecommunications Company
— stc, a world-class digital leader providing innovative services and
platforms to customers, enabling the digital transformation in Kuwait,

announced the appointment of Meshary Al-Hamad as the new Chief

Executive Officer of e-Portal Holding Company (e-Portal), a wholly-

owned subsidiary of stc Kuwait.

stc released a statement indicating that Al-Hamad’s appoint-
ment comes as a strategic move to grow and evolve the Com-
pany’s operations, especially within the ICT field. Additionally,
Al-Hamad will continue to lead and develop the company’s digi-
tal transformation journey, which also aligns with Kuwait’s 2035

vision.

His operational expertise will strengthen e-Portal’s value proposi-
tion where he will work closely with stc to grow e-portal presence in
the market, to and leverage e-portal’s capabilities to support the digital
transformation process in Kuwait in addition to providing the best ser-
vices, products and solutions that shall exceed our enterprise and Govt.
sector customers’ expectations and aspirations.

Meshary joined stc in 2015 as General Manager - Customer Service
Department and later ascended to the position of General Manager

of Sales & Account Manage-
ment at solutions by stc, the spe-
cialized business arm of Kuwait
Telecommunications Company
— stc, that focuses on providing
connectivity  solutions, fixed,
mobile or 5G wireless services,
5G technology led by stc, ICT,
IoT, M2M, and the IT products
and services. He has consistently
delivered outstanding results,
contributing significantly to the
growth and development of solu-
tions by stc. His wealth of exper-
tise extends across several areas
within the company, providing
him with a comprehensive under-

Meshari Al Hamad

standing that will be integral in leading e-Portal’s growth and success.
Al-Hamad holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Mass Communication from
Kuwait University and a Masters of Business Administration’s Degree

from the Ahlia University in Bahrain.

About stc:

Kuwait Telecommunications Company (stc) is a Kuwaiti sharehold-
ing company incorporated pursuant to Amiri Decree No. 187 on 22
July, 2008, to operate and manage the third GSM mobile network in
Kuwait as per Law No. 2 of 2007. Accordingly, stc launched its opera-
tions in December 2008 and was listed on Boursa Kuwait in December
2014. It is a world-class digital leader providing innovative services
and platforms to customers and enabling the digital transformation in
Kuwait, and is a subsidiary of stc Group. stc has rapidly reached a
leadership stance in the market through its customer and employee

centric strategy.

stc offers an innovative range of world-class products, services and
solutions with high quality, that cater to the customers’ needs and de-
mands, both for individuals and enterprises (solutions by stc). In 2019,
stc acquired 100% of the share capital of the Internet Service Provider,
Qualitynet General Trading and Contracting Company (solutions by
stc) in Kuwait. Further enhancing its digital capabilities, in 2022 stc
acquired the entire share capital of e-portal Holding Company and its
subsidiaries, one of the most prominent ICT providers in Kuwait.

Kuwait Finance Hse launches Visa
‘corporate credit and debit cards’

Bid to help employees manage business expenses

KUWAIT CITY, July
15v: Kuwait Finance
House (KFH) has
launched its Visa Cor-
porate Credit and Debit
Cards with unique and
various features, as part
of its objective to meet
the needs of companies
for advanced payment
solutions and provide
innovative banking so-
lutions and products ac-
cording to the highest
quality standards to en-
hance the experience of
its customers.

Talal Al-Arbeed, Execu-
tive Director of Credit Card
Products at KFH, said that
the Visa corporate credit card
is for corporate and business
owners, linked to the com-
pany account, enabling them
to issue the corporate card
for the company’s employees
to manage their business ex-
penses. The credit card allows
better cash flow management,
greater control over employee
expenses, online reporting,
and easy access to transaction
data.

Al-Arbeed explained that the
Corporate Credit cards are of-
fered in two categories: Visa
Business Signature and Visa
Business Platinum, in addition to
corporate debit cards (ATM).

He pointed out that the Visa
Business Signature and Visa
Business Platinum cards provide
critical benefits to company and
employees such as company li-
ability insurance against fraud,
multi-trip travel insurance for
the card holder, global personal
assistance service (concierge),
purchase protection, additional
warranty service, access to 850
airport lounges around the world,
and other benefits.

Al-Arbeed added that both
Business cards Visa card also
provides medical assistance ser-
vice during travel, and interna-
tional customer assistance ser-
vices (GCAS), where the card

provides services emergency
support when needed while trav-
eling.

Al-Arbeed pointed to the
availability of the Visa Explore
application, which is the ideal
companion for the Visa Busi-
ness Signature cardholder and
provides speed and ease of ben-
efiting from the available interna-
tional offers and experiences, as
each offer has been classified and
divided according to geographi-
cal location that allows cardhold-
ers to find what they want at any
time and wherever they are.

Regarding the introduction of
corporate debit cards, Al-Arbeed
said that KFH is keen to provide
all services that meet the needs of
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Managing companies
expenses never got easier

Talal Al-Arbeed

The corporate credit and debit cards
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Part of the General Assmbly meeting in progress.

Burgan Bank holds its 59th General Assembly

Burgan Bank held its 59th Gener-
al Assembly meeting at the Bank-
ing Hall of its premises in Sharqg
Area on Saturday, July 15, 2023,
with a quorum of 82.112%.

The Assembly approved the
release of the two resigned
Board Members, Mr. Masoud
M.J. Hayat and Mr. Faisal Al-
Radwan, and discharging them
from all liability up to the date
of the AGM, The Assembly also
elected Mr. Abdulaziz Saad
Al-Rashed as an Independent
Member and Mr. Jamal Abdul-
lah Dashti as a Non-Independ-

ent Member for the remainder
of the 2022-2024 term of the
Board of Directors.

Burgan Bank Vice Chairman
Mr. Faisal Mansour Sarkhou wel-
comed the new Supplementary
Members.

He said: “We are grateful for
each board member’s commit-
ment to the Bank’s vision and
responsibility toward protecting
our standing as one of the lead-
ing conventional banks in Kuwait
while further elevating our brand.
Trust, dedication, excellence,
and progression form the founda-

tion on which we stand today as
we follow through on our trans-
formational journey of developing
our operational model and invest-
ing in digital technologies to grow
our market share and remain
competitive.”

Mr. Sarkhou concluded his
statement by expressing good
wishes to the new Members of
the Board of Directors for the
remaining current term, stress-
ing his confidence in their ability
to support and add value to the
Bank as it continues to deliver
on its broad strategy.

its corporate customers. A com-
pany can be issued Visa Business
Credit and Visa Business Debit
for one account to suit the needs
of different companies. This
makes KFH at the forefront in
terms of providing the best pay-
ment services and facilities to
companies.

Ankush Devadason, Visa’s
Head of Financial Institutions for
Kuwait, said: “We are thrilled
to partner with Kuwait Finance

House in bringing these Visa
cards to their corporate customer
base in Kuwait. With these new
commercial Visa cards, business-
es of all sizes in Kuwait will have
more visibility into spending that
will help them to better monitor
transactions and increase savings
that can be reinvested in the busi-
ness. The cards are also backed
by Visa’s security technology
and offer businesses the peace
of mind of global acceptance

at our 70 million plus merchant
locations worldwide as well as
international offers to make their
business travel more rewarding.”

Al-Arbeed stressed that the
strategy of developing card prod-
ucts and payment solutions will
continue to reflect the outstand-
ing performance of the bank and
provide a unique banking expe-
rience with enhanced customer
service to their customers, thus
establishing KFH as the preferred

Johair Marafi and Retail Banking Staff handing over the key to the winner.

‘All yours upon salary transfer’ campaign

ABK announces quarterly
winner of the GMC Yukon

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: Al Ahli
Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently an-
nounced Olga Kourmeleva as the
winner of the GMC Yukon vehicle in
the quarterly draw pertaining to the
Bank’s ‘All Yours Upon Salary Trans-
fer’ campaign, held under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

Commenting on this occasion, Jo-
hair Marafi, Acting General Manager
of Retail Banking at ABK, extended
her warm congratulations to the win-
ner. Expressing her content, she said,
“I am delighted with the resounding
success of our campaign which is dem-
onstrated by the significant number of
customers who have eagerly joined the
ABK community and benefited from
the plethora of advantages available.”

Upon salary transfer, ABK awards
its new customers an array of benefits
including a KD 1,000 cash gift, a free-
of-charge ABK Emirates Visa Signa-
ture credit card for life, as well as a
chance to enter the next quarterly draw
to win another GMC Yukon vehicle.

Continuing her statement, Marafi
said, “ABK’s salary transfer offer-
ing embodies one of the Bank’s most
substantial initiatives aimed at reward-
ing customers with valuable benefits.
Our comprehensive, and personal-
ized package has been meticulously
tailored to meet customers’ specific
needs, and desires.”

She expressed the Bank’s commit-
ment to ensuring existing customer
satisfaction as well as its eagerness to
attract new customers to open ABK
accounts in an effort to further enhance
the Bank’s position. She emphasized,
“All our endeavors are consistent with
the Bank’s objective to maintain our
standing as one of the most prominent
players in the market.”

As such, Marafi affirmed, “ABK is
continuously analyzing optimal ap-
proaches to broaden our range of prod-
ucts and services with the intention of
expressing gratitude to our customers
and acknowledging their unwaver-
ing loyalty and trust. Consequently,
the Bank will persist in devising cap-
tivating promotional campaigns that

resonate with customer aspirations
throughout the year.”

Marafi concluded with an invitation
to follow the Bank’s social media ac-
counts to remain up to date with the
latest marketing initiatives and to ben-
efit from the current promotional cam-
paigns and offers throughout the year.

Since its establishment in 1967,
ABK has progressed to become one
of the leading Kuwaiti banks in the
region that is today known for offer-
ing a simpler banking experience. The
Bank offers personal, corporate, and
private banking of which includes a
wide array of products and services.
ABK also provides a broad range of
local, regional, and global investment
solutions and services through its sub-
sidiary, ABK Capital. Enjoying equal

Johair Marafi, Acting General Man-
ager of Retail Banking at ABK

stability and strength, the Bank also of-
fers the convenience of banking across
the region, servicing other markets in
Egypt and the UAE.

For more information about ABK,
please follow the Bank’s Instagram ac-
count @abk_kuwait, visit eahli.com,
contact Ahlan Ahli 1 899 899 or visit one
of the Bank’s branches across Kuwait.

Average long-term US mortgage
rate surged to nearly 7% this wk

LOS ANGELES, July 15, (AP): The
average long-term U.S. mortgage rate
climbed this week to just under 7%, the
highest level since November and the
latest setback for homebuyers already
grappling with a tough housing market
constrained by a dearth of homes for sale.

Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said
Thursday that the average rate on the
benchmark 30-year home loan rose to
6.96% from 6.81% last week. A year
ago, the rate averaged 5.51%.

It’s the third consecutive week of
higher rates, lifting the average rate to
its highest level since it surged to 7.08%
in early November. High rates can add
hundreds of dollars a month in costs for
borrowers, limiting how much they can
afford in a market already unaffordable

to many Americans.

The latest increase in rates follows
a recent sharp upward move in the 10-
year Treasury yield, which climbed
above 4% last week for the first time
since early March. The yield, which
lenders used to price rates on mortgag-
es and other loans, was down to 3.80%
in midday trading Thursday following
new data pointing to cooler inflation,
which led bond traders to trim bets for
more rate hikes by the Federal Reserve
later this year.

On Wednesday, the U.S. govern-
ment reported that inflation at the
consumer level rose 3% in June from
a year earlier, marking its lowest point
since early 2021, though it remains
above the Fed’s 2% target.
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A group photo from Gulf Bank’s Al Danah millionaire semi-annual draw.

Gulf Bank holds semi-annual draw under the supervision of Ministry of Commerce and Ernst & Young

count. This falls in line with the bank’s

Sharefa Mohamad Ashraf becomes 20th AIDnah millionaire

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: Following
long moments of anticipation, amid a
wide audience watching at the screens
to discover the name of next mil-
lionaire, Gulf Bank has officially an-
nounced Sharefa Mohamad Ghloum
Ashraf as this year’s lucky winner of
the semi-annual draw prize of KD 1
million, on Thursday, July 13, 2023.

The draw was broadcasted live in a
grand ceremony at the Avenues Mall
— in the presence of representatives of
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
and Ernst & Young — where the winner
expressed her happiness for becoming
the 20th millionaire in the history of
the Al Danah millionaire account, and
thanked Gulf Bank for always reward-
ing its customers.

On this occasion, Gulf Bank’s
General Manager of Consumer Bank-
ing, Mr. Mohammad Al-Qattan, said:
“We congratulate Sharefa Mohamad
Ghloum Ashraf, the semi-annual prize
winner of the Al Danah millionaire ac-
count, and we wish the rest of the cus-
tomers the best of luck in the upcoming
draws. The deadline for qualifying and
depositing to win the grand prize of KD
2 million is September 30, 2023.”

Al-Qattan pointed that on the oc-
casion of the 25th anniversary of the
Al Danah millionaire account, Gulf
Bank recently decided to increase the
value of the annual grand prize from

KD 1 million to KD 2 million, thus,
maintaining the prize’s position as the
world’s largest cash prize associated
with a bank.”

He further emphasized Gulf Bank’s
keenness to provide an exceptional
and distinctive banking experience for
customers — in parallel with its com-
munity role in rewarding savers with
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual and
annual draws — motivating them to save
and encouraging others to follow their
footsteps.

The Year of Savings

Gulf Bank’s Deputy General Man-
ager of Consumer Banking, Najla Al-
Eisa said: “Gulf Bank continues to ini-
tiate successful activities in 2023 — The
Year of Savings — by celebrating win-
ners like Sharefa Mohamad Ghloum
Ashraf, who was announced as the 20th
millionaire in the history of the Al Da-
nah account.”

She added: “We were keen to create
an atmosphere of celebration and ex-
citement for those attending the semi-
annual draw, by organizing various
activities and distributing cash prizes
to the participants — motivating and en-
couraging the public to adopt and pro-
mote a culture of saving.

Al-Eisa further stated that, ““For
the last 25 years, Gulf Bank has built
strong relationships with customers
through the Al Danah Millionaire Ac-

keenness to fulfill its community role in
rewarding customers for their savings
and encouraging a culture of saving —
which is also part of consolidating the
principles of sustainability in society.”

Benefits

The AlDanah account is one of the
most rewarding savings accounts in
Kuwait, with periodic draws that award
valuable prizes and multiple benefits for
account holders. Gulf Bank’s AlDanah
account offers monthly opportunities
to win KD 1,000 to ten lucky win-
ners, in addition to two quarterly draws
with KD 100,000 prizes each, a semi-
annual draw prize of KD 1 million and
a grand draw prize of KD 2 Million. It
is worth mentioning that the last chance
to deposit and participate in this annual
grand draw is September 30, 2023.

Moreover, to enter the upcoming
draws, Gulf Bank customers can open
an AlDanah account at any time, and
to increase their chances of winning,
account holders must either maintain
the minimum deposit amount of KD
200 or increase their AlDanah savings.
The higher the balance in an account,
the more chances get accumulated over
time. Additionally, opening an AlDan-
ah account is now easier than ever, with
customers being able to open their ac-
counts online through Gulf Bank’s On-
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A photo from the event.

line and Mobile Banking services.

Numerous Features

Gulf Bank’s AlDanah Millionaire ac-
count is the only account that rewards
customers for their loyalty — by trans-
ferring the chances of winning from the
previous year to the next year — as part
of a program that rewards customers for
their loyalty to Gulf Bank. Accordingly,
all chances gained by existing AlDanah
clients in 2022 (from January 1 to De-
cember 31, 2022) have been transferred
and added to the 2023 chances, in accord-

ance with the terms and conditions.

The AlDanah Millionaire account
provides a multitude of valuable ser-
vices to its customers, including access
to an exclusive AlDanah ATM card,
that is ideal for depositing money into
their account, any time. Account hold-
ers can now also calculate their chances
of winning the monthly, quarterly and
annual draws using the AlDanah Cal-
culator, available on Gulf Bank’s On-
line and Mobile Banking App.

To deposit into an AlDanah ac-

count, customers can visit one of Gulf
Bank’s branches, or transfer directly
through Gulf Bank’s Online or Mobile
Banking services. Customers can also
direct their queries via WhatsApp on
1805805 for round-the-clock assistance
from Gulf Bank representatives or call
the Customer Contact Center on the
same number. Additionally, customers
can visit the dedicated AlDanah ac-
count website to learn more about the
account and its winners.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading
Kuwaiti Bank of the Future. The Bank
is constantly engaging and empower-
ing its employees as part of an inclusive
and diversified workplace in recognition
of every employee’s role in delivering
customer excellence and serving the
community at large. With its extensive
network of branches and innovative digi-
tal services, Gulf Bank is able to give its
customers the choice of how and where
to conduct their banking transactions, all
while ensuring a simple and seamless
banking experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to maintain-
ing robust developments in sustainability
at environmental, social and governance
levels through diverse sustainability ini-
tiatives, strategically selected to benefit
the Bank both internally and externally.
Gulf Bank supports Kuwait Vision 2035
“New Kuwait” and works with various
parties to achieve it.

Take a ‘magical mystery’ pizza tour of Italy at Dai Forni this summer.

Traditional pizzas at Dai Forni

Tuck into the Pizza Mania at
Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: This sum-
mer, Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait at
Burj Alshaya is offering guests the
opportunity to discover Italy through
one of the country’s most famed
gastronomic exports: pizza. From
July 15 until August 5, 2023, the
Hotel’s contemporary Dai Forni res-
taurant is celebrating the storied
Italian dish — with a history stretch-
ing back to 16th century Naples —
via its “Pizza Mania” menu, with a
thrilling culinary adventure avail-
able daily from 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm
for KD 20.

Italian chef straordinario, Luigi
Frassanito, is excited to show diners
his country by way of traditional
pizzas made to sizzling, crispy per-
fection in Dai Forni’s iconic copper-
sheathed ovens, authentically fired
with aromatic wood. “Pizza has
turned into a global gastronomic
force for a very good reason - every-
body loves it,” says Lecce-born
Luigi. “By exploring many varia-
tions and adding a unique twist to
each pizza, this all-you-can-eat feast
is a chance to take guests on a
magical mystery tour of my home
country.”

Participating

Those participating in the special
offer will be given a “Go/Stop” sign
to place on their table. As long as
the table sign is set to “Go”, Dai
Forni’s servers will continue to
present the best of Italy, serving up
steaming round after round of crispy
oven-baked perfection—a bottom-
less pizza concept known as giro
(tour or spin) in Italy, where pizzas
come to the table one after the other
to be shared by all.

Get set for dazzling exploration of
speciality flavours as guests at the
Hotel’s indoor-outdoor Italian res-
taurant are invited to surrender to
the element of surprise. Traditional

ingredients from across Italy form
the basis of every gourmet offering
— but each pizza will be unique in
size, style, presentation and prepara-
tion, giving pizza lovers a thrilling
adventure for their tastebuds.

Dominate

Given that the pizza ovens domi-
nate the Sicilian-inspired interiors
of Dai Forni, and lend the restaurant
its name, pizza was a natural choice
of dish to highlight for the summer,
says new Italian Junior Sous Chef
Enrico Zambi. “I’'m really looking
forward to showing diners just how
amazing our pizza ovens are,” he
says. “Their perfect temperatures
and humidity get the texture of each
pizza just right, while the burning
wood imparts an inimitable smoky
flavour to the dough.”

Adventurous Enrico has been hon-
ing his culinary skills for over two
decades in fine dining establishments
across the globe — including Italy,
Canada, Australia and Qatar — and
brings a passion for elevated, celebra-
tory Italian cuisine to his new role at
Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait. From
divinely al dente pasta to fragrantly
fresh sauces, his talents are set to
shine right across the restaurant’s
famed a la carte menu.

Dai Forni—with its 12-metre-
high ceilings and soaring wall of
windows on the 21st floor of the
Hotel—is one of the best places in
Kuwait to savour the remarkable
cityscape alongside classic Italian
fare. “We’re all about the elevation
of Italian cuisine at Dai Forni,” con-
cludes Chef Luigi. “Pizza Mania is a
great opportunity for us to showcase
a different side of Italy than guests
might expect—and our amazing city
views are the perfect final topping.”

To book a table at Dai Forni’s
Pizza Mania’s limited season, please
contact 2200 6000.

‘Verify validity of all cards before travel

KIB provides tips for safe hanking
during travel and holiday season

KUWAIT CITY, July 15: In its contin-
uous efforts to raise the banking safety
awareness of its customers, Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) underlined
tips and preventive measures through
various media channels about the safe
use of banking cards of all kinds as
the summer holiday and travel season
approaches. This initiative reflects
the Bank’s continuous support of the
“Let’s Be Aware” (Diraya) national
campaign.

In this regard, Basil Al-Suwaidan,
General Manager of the Information
Security, Privacy and Anti-Fraud De-
partment, said: “Through this social
campaign, we aim to educate KIB
cardholders on how to safeguard their
assets and protect their financial and
personal data against the risks of fraud,
hacking, theft, etc. Accordingly, we
advise our customers to follow some
general practices to ensure the opti-
mal use of banking cards and maintain
the confidentiality of their data. These
include downloading the KIB Mobile
application and activating the notifi-
cation messages or SMS services to
monitor the use of cards and banking
operations completed through them,
while keeping the card away from di-
rect sunlight to prevent any damage.”

Cardholders

Al-Suwaidan added that cardholders
must learn their passwords by heart in-
stead of writing them down and should
not share them with anyone. He also
cautioned against sharing One Time
Passcodes (OTP) for online payments
and purchases. In addition, Al-Suwaid-
an affirmed that the Bank would never
ask its customers for any personal or
confidential information or data such
as username, password, bank card de-
tails, or OTPs, whether via email, SMS,
WhatsApp or verbally via a phone call.
He also advised against connecting to
Wi-Fi networks or computers avail-
able in public areas to browse the KIB
website or log into bank accounts out
of security concerns.

Adding to the series of banking
TF % ¥ =] travel tips, Al-Su-
P =| waidan urged cus-

' tomers to verify

- | the validity of all
cards before they
travel, adding that
credit cardholders
must ensure that
their credit lim-
its are sufficient.
Credit cardhold-
ers should also
contact KIB to
update their data
continuously and notify the Bank of
the countries they plan to visit before
traveling, in addition to specifying the
cards they plan to use abroad. These
steps will ensure that their cards re-
main active during their holiday, as
many banks immediately suspend
cards when they suspect unfamiliar

Al-Suwaidan

KIB’s tips for using bank card while traveling

Before traveling:

1. You should consider updating
customer information regularly.

2. You should contact your bank
to inform them that you will be us-
ing your credit card during your travel
abroad — and make sure that you men-
tion the countries you intend to visit, in
order to avoid blocking the card. That
is because banks might stop cards they
suspect have made unfamiliar pay-
ments or withdrawals in some coun-
tries, as a precautionary measure to
protect their clients.

3. Informing your bank of your
flight prior to departure reduces the
chances of unusual transactions being
flagged as suspicious.

4. Check the expiration/validity date
of your bank cards and make sure they
cover the period of your travel.

5. Ensure that you have sufficient
credit limits available in your credit
cards. Also, make sure to check your
bank account balance.

6. Make sure you have your official
signature on the back of all your bank
cards in the designated field.

7. Make sure to download and ac-
tivate the KIB Mobile application on
your mobile device to keep track of
your card usage and expenses while
traveling.

8. Make sure you have access to the
internet in order to benefit from your
online banking services and to facili-
tate some banking operations.

9. Do not tell anyone your card pass-
word or your passcode for 3D Secure.

10. KIB has never and will never
ask you for password information via
email, text or phone calls. Never click
on any internet link received from
emails that you do not know or do not
trust.

11. Write down the bank’s contact

numbers and keep them with you in
a safe place away from the cards. Do
not write your password anywhere, but
memorize it well.

12. Make sure to activate the SMS
text messaging service in order for you
to be notified of the transactions made
on your accounts and cards.

While traveling:

1. It is preferable not to use Wi-Fi
services or public computers to access
the bank’s website and login to bank
accounts, or open any message that re-
quires clicking on any internet link on
the smartphone or computer.

2. All cards must be kept in a safe
place and not left away from you for
any reason.

3. Cards should not all be kept in
one place or in your wallet. They
should be kept out of direct sunlight to
prevent damage.

4. Do not give your card or pass-
word to anyone. And be sure to keep
your card in your hand when you are
making purchases. Note that lend-
ing your card to a family member or
friend, with or without your knowl-
edge, holds you fully responsible for
all transactions made on it.

5. When using an ATM, make sure
the machine is checked and there are
no foreign objects or data theft devices
installed on the machine. Your pass-
word must also be protected and pre-
vented from being accessed by fraud-
sters, you can use your shoulders as a
curtain or your other hand while enter-
ing the password to prevent intruders.

6. Do not ask for help from anyone,
even if they are wearing clothes that
are similar to the bank employees or
security guards, and remember not to
leave the receipt on the machine after
the withdrawal process.

7. In case the card gets stuck in an

ATM, please contact KIB immediately
without leaving the ATM to ensure
that the card is blocked by the bank.

8. It is always preferred to pay in the
local currency of the country in which
you are located and not in the Kuwaiti
dinar.

9. Check the screen of the “Point
of Sale” device to confirm the amount
that you will pay before entering the
password.

10. Review your receipts carefully
before signing them and before enter-
ing your password, and do not leave
the line for service fees (“tips” or “to-
tal amount”) blank without data, and
if you do not want to put a specific
amount, you must put a line on it so as
not to fall victim to fraud.

11. Uphold all your receipts and
receipts of rejected transactions, and
review your operations and expenses
regularly through the KIB Mobile ap-
plication or SMS text message service.

12. Activate the mobile service
(roaming service) or provide an alter-
native contact number for the bank to
enable it to contact you when you are
abroad.

13. If your card was lost, or if you
face any problem related to credits
cards, contact the call center immedi-
ately on: (+965022957300), designat-
ed for international calls.

After returning from travel:

1. We recommend that you change
your password after returning from
travel, through the bank’s branches or
the ATMs deployed by the bank.

2. Check all statements of accounts
for your cards and review all receipts
carefully along with your monthly
statements when you return to Kuwait,
and in case of any discrepancies or sus-
picious transactions, you must contact
the bank immediately.

payments or withdrawals.

As part of his awareness-raising state-
ment, Al-Suwaidan called on travelers
to choose the destination country’s lo-
cal currency when making payments
through points of sale (POS) devices
rather than Kuwaiti dinars, to avoid in-
curring additional exchange and transfer
fees. He also reminded them to exam-
ine the POS device screen to confirm
the payment amount before completing
the transaction. In addition, he recom-
mended not to leave empty spaces on
bills that customers fill for tips, or the
total amount, blank, and to draw a line to
cross them out to avoid any fraud. Keep-
ing the receipt of rejected transactions,
for reference if requested by the bank, is
always a good idea.

Al-Suwaidan stressed that custom-
ers should be aware of any stranger ap-
proaching at an unsafe distance when
using ATMs, whether inside Kuwait
or abroad, and avoid asking anyone

for help in performing any operation
on these machines. Customers should
also ensure that the machine is safe
and not connected to or next to unfa-
miliar devices and avoid using ATMs
located in non-public or dark places.
Al-Suwaidan recommended against
leaving receipts on the machine, not-
ing that if the card got stuck inside an
ATM machine outside the country, the
cardholder must immediately contact
the KIB call center to suspend it before
leaving the device site.

Furthermore, Al-Suwaidan advised
customers to immediately change the
PIN of their banking cards after their
safe return to Kuwait. He also urged
them to dedicate time to checking ac-
count statements against paid invoices
to ensure that numbers match and to
immediately report any discrepancies,
unfamiliar withdrawals, or suspicious
transactions.

Concluding his statement, Al-Su-

waidan reiterated that KIB attaches
great importance to serving and sup-
porting its customers while they are
traveling abroad, explaining that
the Bank representatives are avail-
able for around-the-clock communi-
cation, whether through phone calls
via the customer service center at the
number (1866866), or the number
(+96522957300) designated for in-
ternational calls. Al-Suwaidan also
mentioned the Bank’s electronic chan-
nels of communication, which in-
clude “Live Chat” and “KIB Online”
services on the website www.KIB.
com.kw and the video phone service
through the “KIB Mobile” application
on smartphones. Customers can also
contact the Bank via the WhatsApp ac-
count registered on the local KIB num-
ber (+1866866). All these communica-
tion channels are intended for general
inquiries about products and services
offered by the Bank all year long.
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Aerin’s VivAer safe and effective

Aerin Medical Inc, a company dedicated to pro-
viding Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) physicians
with non-invasive solutions for the treatment of
chronic nasal conditions, have announced the
publication of positive two-year follow-up data
from the Aerway trial for patients with severe or
extreme nasal airway obstruction (NAO) due to
nasal valve collapse (NVC). Results featured
in Laryngoscope Investigative Otolaryngology
showed a significant and long-term improve-
ment in NAO symptom burden.

The Aerway outcomes demonstrated the on-
going effectiveness and safety of VivAer, with

treated patients reporting sustained two-year
symptom improvement that remained consist-
ent with three-month, six-month and one-year
results. Key findings include:

B Statistically significant and sustained im-
provement in symptom burden was achieved
in all subpopulations including NVC patients
with untreated septal deviations and either
static or dynamic NVC

B 90.1% of the patients were responders and
improvements in total Nasal Obstruction Symp-
tom Evaluation (NOSE) Scale scores were main-
tained from time of treatment through two years

B Usage of oral medications, nasal sprays and
breathing strips decreased at two years com-
pared to baseline
B Treatment with VivAer was well-tolerated,
with no serious adverse events related to the
procedure and/or device

“The Aerway long-term data showed that
VivAer delivered relief to 90% of patients suf-
fering from NAO,” said Wiliam Yao, M.D.,
Aerway’s principal investigator from the De-
partment of Otorhinolaryngology - Head and
Neck Surgery at McGovern Medical School at
UTHealth Houston. (AP)

The Conversation

Two-year data published
online in Laryngoscope
Investigative Otolaryngol-
ogy showed a statistically
significant and sustained
improvement in the symp-
tom burden of those with
nasal airway obstruction
following a single treat-
ment with VivAer®. A
non-invasive technology
developed by Aerin Medical
Inc, VivAer uses patented,
temperature-controlled
radiofrequency energy to
provide long-term relief
from nasal obstruction.

Pandemic sets hack student achievement

COVID-19 hurt kids” math learning more than reading, writing

By Scott A. Imberman and
Katharine 0. Strunk
Michigan State University

he COVID-19 pandemic had a stark nega-

tive impact on students’ math scores, new
data from Michigan shows. Math achieve-
ment growth over the three-year period from
spring 2019 through spring 2022 was substan-
tially lower — approximately 7 national per-
centiles — than among comparable students
the three years prior.

There were even larger decreases among
students who are Black or Latino, low income
or who attended the majority of schools that
taught remotely for at least part of the 2020-
2021 academic year.

Effects on scores for English language arts,
which include reading and writing, were small
and generally not statistically significant.

To arrive at these findings, we looked at indi-
vidual test scores and other data from Michigan.

First we looked at how math and English
language arts test scores on Michigan’s an-
nual statewide M-STEP exam grew between
2019 and 2022 for a group of students in third
grade through fifth grade in spring 2019.

We compared these students’ test score
growth with growth achieved by similar stu-
dents who were in those same grades three
years earlier, before the pandemic began. This
provides us with a broad view of the impact of
the pandemic on school learning as measured
through test scores.

We also looked at scores from a series of
benchmark tests taken between fall 2020 and
spring 2022 to measure how achievement
growth changed within each school year leading
up to and following the height of the pandemic.

Affected

While other studies also show how the pan-
demic set back student achievement, our re-
search looks at how achievement was affected
over the course of the pandemic rather than
just the end result. And the picture is pretty
clear: Using a set of exams given at the begin-
ning and end of each school year, we found a
large drop in achievement between fall 2020
and spring 2021.

While student achievement began to im-
prove in spring 2021, that recovery has been
too slow to enable students to reach pre-pan-
demic expectations for test scores.

And, just as Black, Latino and low-income
students suffered the largest drops in test
scores during the pandemic, their math re-
covery has also slightly lagged behind white
students and students who were more affluent.

This study adds to the research on how the
pandemic appears to have exacerbated racial
and economic achievement gaps. These gaps
are important because lower achievement
among disadvantaged groups could lead to
lower college enrollment rates and, in turn,
lower earnings.

Research is starting to show how quickly
students are recovering and whether students
are catching up at a rate fast enough to over-
come pandemic learning disruptions. Some
interventions, such as tutoring and after-
school programming, are in place to attempt
to speed up the recovery, but we do not yet
know how effective they are.

We also don’t know for sure why there were
disproportionate learning delays in math relative
to English language arts. One possibility is that
families found it easier to supplement reading
instruction at home compared to math. (AP)

3m Americans have had or currently struggle with opioid use disorder

Myths about will power keep people with opioid
use disorder from getting effective medications

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source
of news, analysis and commentary from academic experts.
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he most effective science-based treatment for opioid use dis-

order is medication. Methadone and buprenorphine prevent
intense cravings and other symptoms of withdrawal, while nal-
trexone works by blocking the effects of opioids.

Despite abundant research showing these medications reduce the
risk of relapse and overdose, many people, no matter their relation-
ship with opioids or with people who use them, are still hesitant to
support the use of these medications. And the majority of people
who would benefit from such treatments do not have access to them.

We study opioid use disorder and the attitudes that surround it.
To better understand hesitancy around the use of medication to
treat opioid use disorder, we and our colleagues conducted focus
groups with three populations intimately involved in the opioid
crisis - those in recovery, their friends and family and their health
care providers - as well as with community members with no di-
rect connection to opioid use disorder. We spoke with 101 people
in all across rural and urban locations in Indiana.

We asked what they thought about using medication to treat
opioid use disorder. We found all four groups had negative opin-
ions about using medication. No matter who they were, partici-
pants voiced an underlying belief that opioid use disorder results
from moral weakness that can be overcome with willpower and
commitment to behavior change, despite research-based evidence
that overwhelmingly shows that opioid use disorder is a chronic

By Melissa S. Fry and Melissa Cyders
Indiana University

brain disease best managed with medication.

Across all four groups, we heard three myths about using medi-
cation for opioid use disorder. Research reveals these stigmatiz-
ing beliefs are counter to reality.

Many of our participants expressed the belief that using medi-
cation is the same as using opioids to get high. This mispercep-
tion is likely rooted in the outdated idea that recovery is defined
by total abstinence from all substances, except perhaps caffeine
and nicotine. As one service provider working with people in re-
covery declared, “If you’re on Suboxone or you’re on methadone
and you’re not being tapered down, you’re using.”

The truth is, taking medication is not the same as using pre-
scription or street opioids to get high. These medications do
not produce the same experience of euphoria or high as heroin,
morphine or other opioids. In different ways, methadone, bu-
prenorphine and naltrexone all reduce cravings and allow people
to remain sober and to work, raise their children and engage in
activities of healthy productive living - all challenges for people
to do well when using opioids to get high.

We found that people’s overall discomfort with the idea of us-
ing medication to treat opioid use disorder led to a belief that such
treatment should be used only as a steppingstone on the way to
sobriety. A community member we spoke with said, “It’s a way
of weaning them off everything. I think that’s just one of the steps
they have to take to get clean.”

The belief that medication should be used for only a short time
runs counter to research showing

higher rates of relapse after tapering. Guidelines from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services discourage rapid ta-
pers and affirm that long-term use is the best way to prevent re-
lapse, overdose and death.

Many of our study participants voiced the belief that long-term
use of medication means the treatment did not work. As one fam-
ily member put it, “If you’re on it for 10 or 15 years, then that’s
not really helping you.”

The myth that long-term use of medication means the medicine
is ineffective - or has failed - runs counter to both the life out-
comes of those on maintenance treatment and the physiological
reality that such drugs may remain necessary to normalize brain
function for the person in recovery.

Just as those with high blood pressure or diabetes may need to
remain on medications for the long term, so might some people
with opioid use disorder. Keeping people in treatment and alive
through use of medications is treatment success, not failure.

An estimated 3 million Americans have had or currently strug-
gle with opioid use disorder. The latest data from the U.S. Cent-
ers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates nearly 83,000
deaths in 2022 involved opioids.

Methadone, buprenorphine and naltrexone are lifesaving medi-
cations. Myths associated with their use cause avoidable relapse,
overdose and death by keeping people from using the most effec-
tive tool for entering into and maintaining recovery. (AP)

France welcomes first Flash radiotherapy machine

Flashknife to treat patients with supertficial tumours

PEYNIER, France, July 14: Gustave Roussy and THERYQ
announce a strategic and structuring partnership to roll out and
assess FLASH technology for radiotherapy. French medical
technology company THERYQ, specializing in particle ac-
celerators and radiotherapy systems, has provided Gustave
Roussy’s Department of Radiotherapy with the first FLASH
clinical radiotherapy machine in France for treating superficial
tumours.

The collaboration between Gustave Roussy, Europe’s lead-
ing cancer centre, ranking third worldwide, and THERYQ), a
French company specializing in the manufacture of FLASH
radiotherapy systems, represents a major breakthrough in
cancer treatment in France through the arrival of the first
Flashknife® machine.

FLASHKNIFE® technology is a new radiotherapy process
that uses electrons. The FLASH radiotherapy system delivers
a very high dose rate, enabling professionals to treat patients
in milliseconds. Several pre-clinical studies have shown that
this technique can further save healthy tissue while effectively
destroying tumour cells. In addition, the very short irradiation
time eliminates any movement of the organ or tumour, ensur-
ing more precise and controlled targeting.

Thanks to this major partnership, Gustave Roussy will be
the first centre in France to use THERYQ’s FLASH radiother-

apy machine. Prior to its mainstream use, a clinical study will
be conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of FLASH radio-
therapy in skin cancer patients. The results of this study could
have a significant impact on skin cancer management, thereby
paving the way for new therapeutic breakthroughs, including
in the treatment of all solid tumours.

Professor Eric Deutsch, Head of Gustave Roussy’s Depart-
ment of Radiotherapy, said: “Introducing this system will al-
low FLASH radiation therapy, a significant evolution from
current methods, to undergo thorough clinical testing. The
reduced number of sessions, along with the possibility of
minimizing radiation-induced side effects, will lead to more
tolerable and effective treatments. We are fully invested in and
motivate by this project, which fuels the hope of significantly
improving therapeutic management.”

Mr. Ludovic Le Meunier, CEO of THERYQ, added: “We
are delighted to work with Gustave Roussy, a pioneer in cancer
research and treatment, to introduce FLASH radiation therapy
in France. This collaboration marks a key milestone in our goal
to deliver advanced treatment solutions to patients. FLASH ra-
diotherapy has tremendous potential to improve skin cancer
patient management and we look forward to this study’s re-
sults.”

Gustave Roussy and THERYQ are committed to pursuing

their joint effort to develop innovative treatments for the ben-
efit of patients, leading to more effective and tolerable radio-
therapy thanks to this promising technology.

Gustave Roussy, ranked first in Europe and third worldwide,
is a global centre of expertise entirely dedicated to cancer pa-
tients. The Institute is a founding pillar of the Paris Saclay
Cancer Cluster. As a source of therapeutic innovation and di-
agnostic breakthroughs, the Institute welcomes nearly 50,000
patients every year and develops an integrated approach com-
bining research, care and teaching. Gustave Roussy provides
expert care for rare cancers and complex tumours, treating all
cancers at every stage of life. It offers its patients personalized
management that combines innovation and a human-focused
approach, taking into account care and physical, psychological
and social quality of life. Boasting 4,100 employees at two fa-
cilities, namely Villejuif and Chevilly-Larue, Gustave Roussy
brings together the expertise needed for high-level cancer re-
search, with one quarter of patients included in clinical trials.

THERYQ, a spin-off of PMB-ALCEN located in the south
of France, is an innovative medical technology company spe-
cializing in particle accelerators and radiotherapy systems. The
company has and provides essential expertise in project man-
agement, R&D, industrialization and production. THERYQ is
part of the Healthcare arm of the ALCEN Group.
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‘Damage the strikes will do to entertainment economy is ‘a shame”

Movie, TV stars join picket lines in fight over future of Hollywood

LOS ANGELES, July 15, (AP): “Ted Lasso” star Jason Sudeikis, Ro-
sario Dawson and other top movie and TV actors joined picket lines
alongside screenwriters Friday on the first full day of a walkout that has
become Hollywood’s biggest labor fight in decades.

A day after the dispute brought production to a standstill across
the entertainment industry, Sudeikis was among the picketers outside
NBC in New York pressing for progress following the breakdown of
contract talks with studios and streaming services. Dawson, star of the
film “Rent” and the “Star Wars” TV series “Ahsoka,” joined picketers
outside Warner Bros. studios in Burbank, California.

“Lord of the Rings” star Sean Astin marched with chanting protest-
ers outside Netflix’s offices in Hollywood. Also present at Netflix were
“Titanic” and “Unforgiven” actor Frances Fisher and “The Nanny” star
Fran Drescher, who is president of the Screen Actors Guild-American
Federation of Television and Radio Artists.

The actors’ arrival energized the picket lines outside Netflix, where
music blared and the sidewalks were packed with demonstrators.

Elsewhere, “Once Upon a Time” actor Ginnifer Goodwin stood with
protesters at Paramount Pictures.

The famous faces of Oscar and Emmy winners will likely be seen with
some regularity on picket lines in New York and Los Angeles, adding
star power to the demonstrations outside studios and corporate offices.

The walkout is the first double-barreled strike by actors and screen-
writers in more than six decades.

In recent weeks, many actors made a show of solidarity with the
11,500 writers, who walked out in May. On Thursday, 65,000 mem-
bers of the actors’ union formally joined them on strike.

The two guilds have similar issues with studios and streaming services.
They are concerned about contracts keeping up with inflation and about
residual payments, which compensate creators and actors for use of their
material beyond the original airing, such as in reruns or on streaming ser-
vices. The unions also want to put up guardrails against the use of artificial
intelligence mimicking their work on film and television.

Many on the picket lines took aim at Disney chief executive Bob
Iger, who said Wednesday that the damage the strikes will do to the
entertainment economy is “‘a shame.”

“I think that when Bob Iger talks about what a shame it is, he needs
to remember that in 1980, CEOs like him made 30 times what their
lowest worker was making,” actor Sean Gunn, who starred in “Guard-
ians of the Galaxy,” said outside Netflix.

Now Iger “makes 400 times what his lowest worker is. And I think
that’s a shame, Bob. And maybe you should take a look in the mirror
and ask yourself, ‘Why is that?"”

History

No talks are planned, and no end is in sight for the work stoppage.
It is the first time both guilds have walked off sets since 1960, when
then-actor Ronald Reagan was SAG’s leader.

“What we won in 1960 was our health and pension plans and the exist-
ence of residuals. That was the most important strike in LA union his-
tory, and now we’re on strike together again, and honestly, this strike
is even bigger,” Adam Conover, host of the TV series “Adam Ruins
Everything” and member of the Writers Guild negotiating committee,
said outside Netflix. “We’re going to win. If you are gaining momentum

like we are, 70-odd days into a strike, you are going to win.”

Conover was one of many picketers, including Sudeikis, who are
members of both unions.

The Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers, which
represents employers including Disney, Netflix, Amazon and others,
has lamented the walkout, saying it will hurt thousands of workers in
industries that support film and television production.

The actors’ strike will affect more than filming. Stars will no longer
be allowed to promote their work through red carpet premieres or per-
sonal appearances. They cannot campaign for Emmy awards or take
part in auditions or rehearsals.

The strike triggered cancellations of red carpet events scheduled for
next week for “Special Ops: Lioness,” starring Zoe Saldafia and Nicole
Kidman, and Christopher Nolan’s “Oppenheimer.”

A “Haunted Mansion” premiere event at Disneyland on Saturday
was set to go on as planned, but with no actors in attendance to promote
the film.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said it was clear that the entertain-
ment industry “is at a historic inflection point.” She urged all parties to
work around the clock until an agreement is reached.

“This affects all of us and is essential to our overall economy,” Bass
said in a statement.

The writers’ strike had already stopped much of television produc-
tion, and the actors joining them immediately led to a shooting shut-
down for many major films, including “Deadpool 3,” “Gladiator 2 and
the eighth installment of Tom Cruise’s “Mission Impossible™ series.
All are scheduled for release next year.

Variety

MEMPHIS, Tenn: A judge on
Friday set a trial date for two

men charged in the killing of
rapper Young Dolph in a daytime
ambush at a bakery in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Justin Johnson and Cornelius
Smith are scheduled to stand trial
March 11 in the fatal shooting of
the Memphis-born rapper, Shelby
County Criminal Court Judge Lee
Coffee said during a hearing.

Johnson and Smith have pleaded
not guilty to charges including first-
degree murder in the November
2021 shooting of Young Dolph,
whose real name was Adolph
Thornton Jr. A motive for the kill-
ing has not been disclosed.

The 36-year-old rapper, label
owner and producer was buying
cookies near his boyhood home
in Memphis when he was gunned
down by two men who drove up
to the bakery in a stolen Mercedes
Benz, authorities said. The slaying
rattled Memphis and shook the
entertainment world.

Two other men have been
charged in the killing.

Jermarcus Johnson, the half
brother of Justin Johnson, pleaded
guilty June 9 to three counts of ac-
cessory after the fact, and he could
testify at the trial.

Jermarcus Johnson acknowl-
edged that he helped the two sus-
pects communicate by cellphone
after the killing while they were on
the run from authorities, and that
he helped one of them commu-
nicate with his probation officer
after the killing.

During questioning by prosecutor
Paul Hagerman, he also acknowl-
edged taking possession of car from
Justin Johnson. The car was not
the one tied to the killing, Hagerman
said. Jermarcus Johnson also identi-
fied a photo in which Justin Johnson
was wearing the same clothing as
one of the two shooters accused of
gunning down Young Dolph the day
the rapper was killed.

After Jermarcus Johnson’s plea
hearing, Hagerman said he had no
role in the actual killing of Young
Dolph, but that he was one of
“multiple players” who did things
connected to it. (AP)
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LONDON: Kevin Spacey denied
that grabbing men by his “trade-
mark” pickup move as he became
testy under questioning Friday by
the prosecutor at his assault trial in

Film

This image released by Universal Pictures shows Cillian Murphy in a scene from ‘Oppenheimer.’ (AP)

‘Oppenheimer’ an ambitious story to tell’

Nolan builds a thrilling blockbuster

NEW YORK, July 15, (AP): Christopher Nolan has
never been one to take the easy or straightforward route
while making a movie.

He shoots on large-format film with large, cumber-
some cameras to get the best possible cinematic image.
He prefers practical effects over computer-generated
ones and real locations over soundstages - even when
that means recreating an atomic explosion in the harsh
winds of the New Mexico desert in the middle of the
night for “Oppenheimer,” out July 21.

Though, despite internet rumors, they did not deto-
nate an actual nuclear weapon.

And as for the biography that inspired his newest
film, Kai Bird and Martin J. Sherwin’s riveting, linear
narrative “American Prometheus” was simply the start-
ing point from which Nolan crafted a beguiling laby-
rinth of suspense and drama.

It’s why, in his two decades working in Hollywood,
Nolan has become a franchise unto himself - the rare
auteur writer-director who makes films that are both in-
tellectually stimulating and commercial, accounting for
more than $5 billion in box office receipts. That com-
bination is part of the reason why he’s able to attract
Oscar winners and movie stars not just to headline his
films, but also to turn out for just a scene or two.

“We’ve all been so intoxicated by his films,” said
Emily Blunt, who plays J. Robert Oppenheimer’s wife,
Kitty. “That exploration of huge themes in an entertain-
ing way doesn’t happen. It just doesn’t happen. That
depth, the depth of the material, and yet on this massive
epic scale.”

In the vast and complex story of the brilliant theoreti-
cal physicist who oversaw the Manhattan Project and
the development of the atomic bomb during World War
II, Nolan saw exciting possibilities to play with genre
and form. There was the race to develop it before the
Germans did, espionage, romance, domestic turmoil, a
courtroom drama, bruised egos, political machinations,
communist panic, and the burden of having created
something that could destroy the world.

And then there was the man himself, beloved by most
but hated by enough, who, after achieving icon status in
American society, saw his reputation and sense of self

annihilated by the very institutions that built him.

“It’s such an ambitious story to tell,” said Matt Da-
mon, who plays Gen. Leslie Groves Jr. “Reading the
script, I had the same feeling I had when I read ‘Inter-
stellar,” which was: ‘This is great. How the hell is he
going to do this?’”

It’s not so disconnected from Nolan’s other films, ei-
ther. As critic Tom Shone noted in his book about the
director, “Looked at one way, Nolan’s films are all al-
legories of men who first find their salvation in structure
only to find themselves betrayed or engulfed by it.”

Nolan turned to Cillian Murphy to take on the gar-
gantuan task of portraying Oppenheimer. Murphy had
already acted in five Nolan films, including the Batman
trilogy, “Dunkirk” and “Inception,” but this would be his
first time as a lead - something he had secretly pined for.

“You feel a responsibility, but then a great hunger
and excitement to try and do it, to see where you can
get,” said Murphy, who prepped extensively for six
months before filming, working closely with Nolan
throughout. “It was an awful lot of work, but I loved it.
There is this kind of frisson, this energy when you’re
on a Chris Nolan set about the potential for what you’re
going to achieve.”

Renaissance

It would be an all-consuming role that would require
some physical transformation to approximate that fa-
mously thin silhouette. A complex, contradictory fig-
ure, Oppenheimer emerged from a somewhat awkward
youth to become a renaissance man who seemed to car-
ry equal passion for the Bhagavad Gita, Proust, physics,
languages, New Mexico, philosophical questions about
disarmament and the perfectly mixed martini. But Mur-
phy knew he was in safe hands with Nolan.

“He’s the most natural director I've ever worked
with. And the notes that he gives to an actor, are quite
remarkable. How he can gently bring you to a different
place with your performance is quite stunning in such a
subtle, low-key, understated way,” Murphy said. “It can
have a profound effect on the way you look at a scene
from one take to another take.”

Nolan wrote the main timeline of the film in the first

person, to represent Oppenheimer’s subjective experi-
ence.

“We want to see everything through Oppenheimer’s
point of view,” Nolan said. “That’s a huge challenge
for an actor to take on because they’re having to worry
about the performance, the truth of the performance, but
also make sure that that’s always open to the audience.”

The other timeline, filmed in black and white, is
more objective and focused on Lewis Strauss (Robert
Downey Jr.), a founding member of the Atomic Energy
Commission and a supporter of the development of the
more destructive hydrogen bomb.

“Oppenheimer” is Nolan’s first R-rated film since
2002’s “Insomnia,” which after years of working ex-
clusively in PG-13, he’s comfortable with. It fits the
gravity of the material.

“We’re dealing with the most serious and adult story
you could imagine - very important, dramatic events
that changed the world and defined the world we live
in today,” Nolan said. “You don’t want to compromise
in any way.”

Much of the filming took place in New Mexico, includ-
ing at the real Los Alamos laboratory where thousands of
scientists, technicians and their families lived and worked
for two years in the effort to develop the bomb. Nolan
enlisted many of his frequent behind-the-scenes collabo-
rators, including his wife and producer Emma Thomas,
cinematographer Hoyte Van Hoytema, composer Ludwig
Goransson and special effects supervisors Scott Fisher and
Andrew Jackson, as well as some newcomers like produc-
tion designer Ruth de Jong and costume designer Ellen
Mirojnick to help bring this world to life.

“It was a very focused set - fun set as well, not too
serious. But the work was serious, the sweating of the
details was serious,” Blunt said. “Everyone needs to
kind of match Chris” excellence, or want to.”

When it came to recreating the Trinity test, Oppenhe-
imer’s chosen name for the first nuclear detonation, art
and life blended in a visceral way.

“We wanted to put the audience there in that bunker,”
Nolan said. “That meant really trying to make these
things as beautiful and frightening and awe inspiring as
they would have been to the people at the time.”

a London courtroom.

In a heated exchange that
required intervention by the judge,
Spacey was asked about allega-
tions he aggressively grabbed a
man backstage at a charity event
in a theater.

“Absolute...!” Spacey replied
to titters from the gallery in the
packed courtroom.

“Yes, because that’s exactly

where you did grab him, isn’t
it?” Prosecutor Christine Agnew
snapped back.

“Really?” Spacey said as he
looked up in disbelief at Justice
Mark Wall. “Did he accuse me of
grabbing?”’

Someone said, “Yes,” and Wall
told him to answer the prosecu-
tor’s question.

“I did not,” Spacey said.

Spacey

Young Dolph

The two-time Oscar winner stuck
to his testimony from a day earlier in
which he insisted he never sexually
assaulted three of the four accusers
who described disturbing encounters
between 2001 and 2013.

Spacey was irritable at moments
and laughed off other questions in
his final chance to win over jurors
in a case that could affect whether
he’s able to make a comeback

after misconduct accusations
derailed his once-stellar career.
The 63-year-old American,
who is identified in court by his
full name, Kevin Spacey Fowler,
has pleaded not guilty to a dozen
charges that include sexual and
indecent assault counts and one
count of causing a person to engage
in activity without consent. He could
face a prison term if convicted. (AP)
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Inspired by protests

Mirren in Jerusalem
for new film ‘Golda’

JERUSALEM, July 15, (AP): Helen Mirren, who
plays Israel’s first female prime minister in her lat-
est film, says she has been inspired by the widespread
protests underway against the country’s current pre-
mier, Benjamin Netanyahu.

Mirren, who portrays the late Golda Meir during the
1973 war between Israel and a coalition of Arab states
in “Golda,” is visiting an Israel similarly beset by cri-
sis as mass demonstrations take place against Netan-
yahu’s plan to overhaul the country’s judicial system.

Mirren told a news conference before the opening
of the Jerusalem Film Festival that she is inspired by
the protests.

“I’m personally very moved and excited when you
see these huge demonstrations,” she said. “I think it’s
a pivotal moment in Israeli his-
tory.”

Netanyahu’s coalition gov-
ernment, which took office in
December, is the most hard-
line ultranationalist and ultra-
Orthodox in Israel’s 75-year
history.

For over six months, hun-
dreds of thousands of people
have taken to the streets to
protest the proposed judicial
overhaul. Netanyahu’s allies
say the plan is needed to rein
in the powers of an unelected judiciary. His opponents
say it is a thinly veiled power grab that will destroy
the country’s fragile system of checks and balances.

Mirren contrasted the leadership of Meir - who of-
ten served coffee to her military advisers as they con-
vened in her kitchen to discuss strategy - with that of
Netanyahu, who has a reputation for being aloof and
out of touch with everyday Israelis.

“She had immense power, but she was perfectly
happy to toddle around in the kitchen, making every-
one coffee and being the grandmother,” Mirren said.
“It’s a very different attitude toward power - from the
male, Netanyahu type of power to the Golda Meir
kitchen power.”

Mirren’s visit also comes at a time when Netan-
yahu’s government is moving to deepen its hold on
the West Bank. His government has approved plans
for thousands of homes in West Bank settlements, and
tensions with the Palestinians are rising.

Attacks

Over 150 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli
fire this year in the occupied West Bank, and Pales-
tinian attacks targeting Israelis have killed at least 25
people. Israel says most of the Palestinians who were
killed were militants, though stone-throwers and peo-
ple uninvolved in violence have also been among the
dead.

Some of Netanyahu’s allies are West Bank settler
leaders who have sought to deny the national aspira-
tions of Palestinians, a sentiment which Meir famous-
ly expressed in 1969.

“There was no such thing as Palestinians,” Meir
said in an interview with the Sunday Times. Israel’s
far-right Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich echoed
Meir recently, stating, “there is no such thing as a Pal-
estinian people.”

Mirren
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This image released by Boneau/Bryan-Brown shows Lea Salonga as Aurora Aquino, center, during a performance of ‘Here Lies Love,” opening July 20 at the
Broadway Theatre in New York. (AP)

Lior Ashkenazi, the Israeli actor who plays the head
of the Israeli army in the film, said he thought Meir
would support efforts to annex the West Bank.

“Even though she was a socialist,” Ashkenazi said,
“I think she would definitely support the settlers.”

The film, directed by Guy Nattiv and written by
Nicholas Martin, focuses on Meir’s leadership during
the 1973 Mideast war, when a coalition of Arab states
led by Egypt and Syria launched an attack on Israel on
Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the Jewish calendar.

Actor Rosario Dawson,
selfie at rally with a fellow participant
at a picket line outside Warner Bros.
studios in Burbank, Calif. on Friday,
July 14. This marks the first day actors
formally joined the picket lines, more
than two months after screenwriters
began striking in their bid to get better
pay and working conditions and have
clear guidelines around the use of
Al in film and television productions.

(right), takes a

Under the leadership of Meir and Israeli military
officials, Israel emerged victorious from the war, its
forces standing within 70 miles (120 kilometers) of
the Egyptian capital of Cairo. The war’s outcome laid
the groundwork for a peace agreement between Israel
and Egypt.

But Israel suffered heavy losses during the war, and
Meir was criticized for the government’s lack of prep-
aration and refusing to act on intelligence indicating
an attack was imminent. Meir resigned the following
year, and the national trauma in the wake of the war
set off a process that would bring the right-wing Likud
party, which Netanyahu currently leads, to power in
1977.

Mirren, a British-born actor, has won both Oscar
and Emmy awards for performances ranging from
Queen Elizabeth II in “The Queen,” and Sofia Tolstoy
in “The Last Station.”

Also:

PROVIDENCE, R.l.: An actor and model who had
roles in the soap opera “Guiding Light” and movies
including “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire” says in
a lawsuit that she was sexually harassed by the owner
of a Rhode Island resort where she had been hired to
work as a consultant.

Alison McDaniel’s lawsuit, filed this week in fed-
eral court in Rhode Island, seeks more than $3.3 mil-
lion in damages and unpaid back wages.

McDaniel, 42, was subjected to “repeated sexu-
al advances including attempts to kiss her on the
mouth, requests for sexual favors, inappropriate
touching, ogling with suggestive overtones, and
verbal and physical harassment of a sexual nature”
by Paul Mihailides, owner of The Preserve Sport-
ing Club & Residences, in Richmond, she says in
the lawsuit.

An attorney for Mihailides disputed the claims.

“Sexual harassment in the workplace is unaccep-
table at any level and The Preserve holds all who
work there in any capacity to a high standard,” at-
torney Nicole Benjamin said in a statement. “It is
important to keep in mind a lawsuit is not made of
facts, but rather allegations that must be proven. In
this case, the defendants are confident that a jury
will ultimately reject the allegations made by Ms.
McDaniel.”

McDaniel was paid for all the work she did, and a
discrimination complaint she filed with the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission was dismissed
and closed, Benjamin said.

Mihailides also told guests that McDaniel was his
“mistress,” “future ex-wife,” and “girlfriend,” she
says in the lawsuit.

When McDaniel refused Mihailides’ sexual ad-
vances, he retaliated against her by refusing to reim-
burse her for expenses, the suit says.

McDaniel was told by another Preserve employ-
ee that Mihailides insinuated to others that he and
McDaniel were involved in a sexual relationship, and
Mihailides often told McDaniel that he was having
multiple extramarital affairs, which she found “unwel-
come and offensive,” she says in the lawsuit.

(AP) — Details Page 11

Presley

Variety

LOS ANGELES: Lisa Marie Presley
died after developing a small bowel
obstruction, a severe complication of
bariatric surgery years ago, according to
an autopsy report released Thursday.

Experts say these types of complica-
tions are a known but rare risk after
having weight-loss surgery. Here’s what
to know:

The 54-year-old singer-songwriter and

daughter of Elvis Presley was rushed to
a Los Angeles-area hospital on Jan. 12
after being found unresponsive at home
and died hours later.

The cause of death was from compli-
cations of a small bowel obstruction tied
to previous bariatric surgery, the autopsy
showed. Portions of Presley’s bowel
became trapped, or “strangulated,” from

scar tissue that formed following surgery,

and she also had developed a severe
buildup of acids in her blood.
Bariatric surgeries are operations

performed on the stomach or intestines to
spur weight loss. They’re usually done in
cases of moderate or severe obesity when

other methods haven’t worked.

There are several types of bariatric
procedures, including those in which a
portion of the stomach is removed or

rerouted or when a band is placed around

a part of the stomach to make it smaller.

It’s not clear from the autopsy report
which type of surgery Presley had,
though experts said it was not a sleeve
gastrectomy, which is the most common
procedure.

About 263,000 bariatric surgeries were

done in 2021, according to Dr. Marina
Kurian, the president of the American
Society for Metabolic and Bariatric
Surgery. Only about 1% of people who
qualify for the surgery receive it. (AP)
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BLOOMINGTON, Ind: Pianist André

Stage

Filipino musical legend Salonga back on Broadway

1st all-Filipino cast in ‘Here Lies Love’

LOS ANGELES, July 15, (AP): Lea
Salonga is back on the stage where her
Broadway journey first began. But she
isn’t playing someone Vietnamese or
Chinese or Japanese at the Broadway
Theatre.

For the first time in her storied ca-
reer, the Filipino musical legend is ac-
tually playing a Filipino. What’s more,
she is surrounded by an all-Filipino
cast and she is part of a team of mostly
Filipino producers that includes singer
H.E.R., comedian Jo Koy and Black
Eyed Peas’ Apl.de.Ap.

Even when she was the lead at the
same theater in “Miss Saigon” in 1991
and acted her way to a Tony Award,
Salonga never imagined a Filipino-
dominated production would become
reality. She’s topped other all-Asian
Broadway casts (“Flower Drum Song,”
“Allegiance” ) but Filipino culture was
never the one spotlighted.

“There’s absolutely no ‘effing way
that I would have seen this happen-
ing. Ever,” Salonga told The Associ-
ated Press in an interview earlier this
month. “So, for it to be happening
while I'm still actually strong enough
to be on my feet and be a part of it, I'm
just incredibly grateful.”

The anticipation of getting to play a
Filipino character for the first time is
something shared by the entire com-
pany of “Here Lies Love.” The first
Broadway show with an all-Filipino
ensemble opens July 20, a decade after
it played off-Broadway.

But this isn’t some light and airy
musical. It chronicles the dictatorship
of Philippines President Ferdinand
Marcos in the 1970s and ‘80s and the
pro-democracy People Power Revolu-
tion movement. Jose Llana, who was
in the original iteration, and Arielle
Jacobs play the dictator and first lady
Imelda Marcos.

Musicians David Byrne and Fatboy
Slim provide the soundtrack. The theater
is laid out like a nightclub complete with
disco ball. Audiences can choose to join

or be in a standing-only area, making
them feel a part of the party.

The praise for the groundbreaking
representation has nearly been eclipsed
by criticism, a lot of it from other Fili-
pinos, arguing that the Marcos regime
should not be musical fodder. This
comes over a year after Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. was pro-
claimed president in the Philippines.
He has ignored his father’s massive
human rights violations.

Salonga has vivid memories of
watching news reports with her parents
at home in the Philippines as the anti-
Marcos People Power Revolution in-
stigated a government overthrow. She
also had friends who were out there
in the chaos. So she understands why
some people may have reservations
about the show.

Confidence

But “Here Lies Love” is more about
the sacrifices made by anti-Marcos
leaders like Ninoy Aquino (played by
“How to Get Away with Murder” star
Conrad Ricamora), she argues. August
will mark 40 years since Aquino was
assassinated at the airport in Manila,
creating a flashpoint in the movement.

“It seems to be more of him and how
his death sparked this anger and rage in
a country and how it led to the People
Power Revolution and how that led to
the ousting of the Marcoses,” said Salon-
ga, who plays Aquino’s mother, Aurora.
“I come away with feeling hopeful when
the show comes down. Because I saw in
real time what was happening.”

Llana, who was born in Manila but
raised in the US, is playing the man
who drove his family to flee their
country.

When he told his parents 10 years
ago he’d be portraying Marcos oft-
Broadway, they watched the show
without hesitation and liked it enough
to make repeat visits. A decade later,
they’ll be there for opening night on
Broadway.

“They know that I would never be a
part of the show that glorified the Mar-
coses,” Llana said. “Telling the history
of the Philippines, sometimes it’s not
easy... When history repeats itself is
when you don’t talk about it and when
you don’t remember the bad things
that happened. And that’s really what
our show is about.”

In fact, after all these years, Llana’s

confidence in the show has only grown.

“There’s less fear of whether it’s go-
ing to work,” said Llana, who was Sa-
longa’s love interest in “Flower Drum
Song” over 20 years ago. “Now, it’s
just about polishing it and really fine-
tuning the story and really resting into
the new elements, which are our Fili-
pino producers, Clint Ramos and Jose
Antonio Vargas.”

was 77.

Watts died Wednesday at his home
in Bloomington of prostate cancer, his
manager, Linda Marder, said Friday.

Watts, whose televised debut with the
New York Philharmonic as a 16-year-old
in 1963 launched an international career
of more than a half-century, has died. He

Wes Borland, (left), and Fred Durst of Limp Bizkit perform at Inkcarceration Mu-
sic and Tattoo Festival on July 14, at the Ohio State Reformatory in Mansfield,
Ohio. (AP)

Arielle Jacobs, known for lead
Broadway roles in “Aladdin” and “In
the Heights,” recently unearthed old
emails from when she auditioned for
the off-Broadway production.

“The feedback my agent was told
from the casting director was they
loved my audition, it’s not going to
work out right now but maybe poten-
tially for future productions,” Jacobs
said. “That’s so funny because at the
time they didn’t even know when or if
it might come to Broadway.”

Being in the show has helped Jacobs
not be as “naive about the history.” She
has been doing research on her own
to try and not make her Imelda one-
dimensional. Born in San Francisco,
Jacobs said her Filipino mother didn’t
really talk about the Marcos’ era. But,
nobody cried more happy tears than
her mom when Jacobs landed this role.

Her mother was “just so proud that
I'm getting to tell the story and lead
this company and play a Filipino and
a Filipino story.” Since childhood,
Jacobs and her brother, Adam (also a
Broadway actor), always got so-called
“ethnic” theater parts from Puerto Ri-
can to Middle Eastern because of their
half-white, half-Asian makeup.

Watts joined the faculty of the Indiana
University Jacobs School of Music in
2004. He said in 2016 that he had been
diagnosed with prostate cancer.

Watts won a Philadelphia Orchestra
student competition and debuted when he
was 10 in a children’s concert on Jan. 12,
1957, performing the first movement of
Haydn’s Concerto in D major.

He studied under Genia Robinor and
made his New York Philharmonic debut
in a Young People’s Concert led by mu-
sic director Leonard Bernstein on Jan.
12, 1963, a program televised three days
later on CBS.

“Now we come to a young man who is
so remarkable that I am tempted to give
him a tremendous buildup, but I'd almost
rather not so that you might have the
same unexpected shock of pleasure and
wonderment that I had when I first him
play,” Bernstein told the audience. “He
was just another in a long procession of
pianists who were auditioning for us one
afternoon and out he came, a sensitive-
faced 16-year-old boy from Philadelphia
... who sat down at the piano and tore
into the opening bars of a Liszt concerto
in such a way that we simply flipped.”

Bernstein conducted Watts and the
orchestra in Liszt’s Piano Concerto No.
1. (AP)




SCIENCE

Health

No age limits on sales

First OTC birth control
pill gets FDA approval

WASHINGTON, July 15, (AP): Federal regulators on Thurs-
day approved the nation’s first over-the-counter birth control
pill in a landmark decision that will soon allow American
women and girls to obtain contraceptive medication as easily
as they buy aspirin and eyedrops.

The Food and Drug Administration cleared once-a-day
Opill to be sold without a prescription, making it the first such
medication to be moved out from behind the pharmacy coun-
ter. The manufacturer, Ireland-based Perrigo, won’t start ship-
ping the pill until early next year, and there will be no age
restrictions on sales.

Hormone-based pills have long been the most common form
of birth control in the US, used by tens of millions of women
since the 1960s. Until now, all of them required a prescription.

Medical societies and women’s
health groups have pushed for wider
access for decades, noting that an es-
timated 45% of the 6 million annual
pregnancies in the US are unintended.
Teens and girls, women of color and
those with low incomes report greater
hurdles in getting prescriptions and
picking them up.

The challenges can include paying
for a doctor’s visit, getting time off
from work and finding child care.

“This is really a transformation in ac-
cess to contraceptive care,” said Kelly
Blanchard, president of Ibis Reproductive Health, a nonprofit
group that supported the approval. “Hopefully this will help
people overcome those barriers that exist now.”

Perrigo says Opill could be an important new option for the
estimated 15 million US women who currently use no birth
control or less effective methods, such as condoms. They are a
fifth of women who are child-bearing age.

But how many women will actually gain access depends on
the medication’s price, which Perrigo plans to announce later
this year.

“The reason why so many of us worked tirelessly for years to
get over-the-counter birth control pills is to improve access ...
cost shouldn’t be one of those barriers,” said Dr. Pratima Gup-
ta of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.

Most older birth control pills cost $15 to $30 for a month’s
supply without insurance coverage.

Option

Over-the-counter medicines are generally much cheaper
than prescriptions, but they typically aren’t covered by insur-
ance.

Forcing insurers to cover over-the-counter birth control
would require a regulatory change by the federal government,
which women’s advocates are urging the Biden administration
to implement.

The FDA approval gives US women another birth control
option amid the legal and political battles over reproductive
health, including last year’s reversal of Roe v. Wade, which
has upended abortion access across the US.

That said, Opill’s approval is unrelated to the ongoing court
battles over the abortion pill mifepristone. And anti-abortion
groups have generally emphasized that they do not oppose con-
traceptives, which are used to prevent pregnancies, not end them.

However, that has done little to ease fears that contracep-
tion could someday become a target. When the Supreme Court
overturned Roe, Justice Clarence Thomas wrote a separate
opinion in which he explicitly called on his colleagues to put
the high court’s same-sex marriage, gay sex and contraception
cases on the table.

In the last year, the FDA has faced pressure from Demo-
cratic politicians, health advocates and medical professionals
to improve access to birth control. The American Medical As-
sociation and other leading medical groups backed Opill’s ap-
plication for over-the-counter status.

Birth control pills are available without a prescription across
much of South America, Asia and Africa.

Perrigo submitted years of research to the FDA to show that
women could understand and follow instructions for using
the pill. Thursday’s approval came despite some concerns by
FDA scientists about the company’s results, including whether
women with certain underlying medical conditions would un-
derstand that they shouldn’t take the drug.

The FDA'’s action only applies to Opill. It’s in an older class
of contraceptives, sometimes called minipills, that contain a
single synthetic hormone and generally carry fewer side ef-
fects than more popular combination hormone pills.

Women'’s health advocates hope the decision paves the way
for more over-the-counter birth control options and, eventu-
ally, for abortion pills to do the same.

An outside panel of FDA advisers unanimously voted in fa-
vor of the switch at a hearing in May where dozens of public
speakers called for Opill’s approval.

Dyvia Huitron was among those who presented, explaining
how she has been unable to get prescription birth control more
than three years after becoming sexually active. The 19-year-
old University of Alabama student said she still isn’t comfort-
able getting a prescription because the school’s health system
reports medical exams and medications to parents.

“My parents did not let me go on the pill,” Huitron said in
a recent interview. “There was just a lot of cultural stigma
around being sexually active before you’re married.”

While she uses other forms of contraception, “I would have
much preferred to have birth control and use these additional
methods to ensure that I was being as safe as possible.”

Advocates were particularly interested in Opill because it
raised fewer safety concerns. The pill was first approved in the
US five decades ago.

“It’s been around a long time, and we have a large amount of
data supporting that this pill is safe and effective for over-the-
counter use,” Blanchard said.

Newer birth control pills typically combine two hormones,
estrogen and progestin, which can help make periods lighter
and more regular. But their use carries a heightened risk of
blood clots, and they shouldn’t be used by women at risk for
heart problems, such as those who smoke and are over 35.
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Indian spacecraft Chandrayaan-3, the word for ‘moon craft’ in Sanskrit, travels after it was launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, India,
Friday, July 14. The Indian spacecraft blazed its way to the far side of the moon Friday in a follow-up mission to its failed effort nearly four years ago to land a rover
softly on the lunar surface, the country’s space agency said. A successful landing would make India the fourth country, after the United States, the Soviet Union,
and China, to achieve the feat. (AP)
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This illustration provided by Perrigo
in May 2023, depicts proposed pack-
aging for the company’s birth control
medication Opill. US officials have ap-
proved the first over-the-counter birth
control pill, a major change that will
broaden access for women and teen-
agers. The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration decision on Thursday, July 13,
means drugmaker Perrigo can sell its
once-a-day Opill without a prescrip-
tion. (AP)
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Discovery

Prime to be recalled in Canada: A
caffeinated energy drink being promoted
by American social media influencers is
set to be recalled in Canada.

Health Canada said that at 200 milli-
gram of caffeine per can, Prime Energy
exceeds the regulator’s acceptable caf-
feine limit of 180 milligram per serving
and should not be sold.

US Sen Charles Schumer called on the
Food and Drug Administration to inves-
tigate PRIME, a beverage brand founded
by the YouTube stars Logan Paul and
KSI that has become something of an ob-
session among the influencers’ legions of
young followers.

Health Canada said it’s aware that
some shops may be selling Prime Energy
- which is different from the widely avail-
able Prime Hydration drink - without ap-
proval.

It said caffeinated energy drinks are
considered supplemented food and are
therefore regulated by the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency.

Both agencies are working to address
the issue, Health Canada said in an email.

Prime Hydration is the non-caffeinated
and bottled version of the canned bever-
age Prime Energy. They are among multi-
ple other brands of energy drinks popular
among children and teens.

Backed by two of YouTube’s best

Space

Chandrayaan-3 to explore moon’s south pole

India launches 1ts moon mission

SRIHARIKOTA, India, July 15, (AP):
An Indian spacecraft blazed its way to-
ward the far side of the moon Friday in
a follow-up mission to its failed effort
nearly four years ago to land a rover on
the lunar surface, the country’s space
agency said.

Chandrayaan-3, the word for “moon
craft” in Sanskrit, took off from a
launchpad in Sriharikota in southern
India with an orbiter, a lander and a
rover, in a demonstration of India’s
emerging space technology. The
spacecraft embarked on a journey
that is expected to last slightly over a
month before landing on the moon’s
surface later in August.

Applause and cheers swept through
mission control at Satish Dhawan
Space Center, where the Indian Space
Research  Organization’s engineers
and scientists celebrated as they moni-
tored the launch of the spacecraft.
Thousands of Indians cheered outside
the mission control center and waved
the national flag as they watched the
spacecraft rise into the sky.

“Congratulations  India.  Chan-
drayaan-3 has started its journey
towards the moon,” ISRO Director
Sreedhara Panicker Somanath said
shortly after the launch.

A successful landing would make
India the fourth country - after the
United States, the former Soviet Un-
ion, and China - to achieve the feat.

The six-wheeled lander and rover
module of Chandrayaan-3 is config-
ured with payloads that would provide
data to the scientific community on
the properties of lunar soil and rocks,
including chemical and elemental
compositions, said Dr. Jitendra Singh,
junior minister for Science and Tech-
nology.

India’s previous attempt to land a
robotic spacecraft near the moon’s
little-explored south pole ended in
failure in 2019. It entered the lunar or-
bit but lost touch with its lander that
crashed while making its final descent
to deploy a rover to search for signs of
water. According to a failure analysis
report submitted to the ISRO, the crash
was caused by a software glitch.

The $140-million mission in
2019 was intended to study perma-
nently shadowed moon craters that

are thought to contain water deposits
and were confirmed by India’s Chan-
drayaan-1 mission in 2008.

Somanath said the main objective
of the mission this time was a safe and
soft landing on the moon. He said the
Indian space agency has perfected the
art of reaching up to the moon, “but it
is the landing that the agency is work-
ing on.”

Numerous countries and private
companies are in a race to success-
fully land a spacecraft on the lunar sur-
face. In April, a Japanese company’s
spacecraft apparently crashed while
attempting to land on the moon. An Is-
raeli nonprofit tried to achieve a simi-
lar feat in 2019, but its spacecraft was
destroyed on impact.

Technologies

With nuclear-armed India emerging
as the world’s fifth-largest economy,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s na-
tionalist government is eager to show
off the country’s prowess in security
and technology.

“Chandrayaan-3 scripts a new chap-
ter in India’s space odyssey. It soars
high, elevating the dreams and ambi-
tions of every Indian,” Modi said in a
tweet after the launch.

India is using research from space
and elsewhere to solve problems at
home. Its space program has already
helped develop satellite, communi-
cation and remote-sensing technolo-
gies and has been used to gauge un-
derground water levels and predict
weather in the country, which is prone
to cycles of drought and flood.

“This is a very critical mission,”
said Pallava Bagla, a science writer
and co-author of books on India’s
space exploration, adding that India
will require soft landing technology if
it wants to attempt more missions to
the moon.

India is also looking forward to
its first mission to the International
Space Station next year, in collabo-
ration with the United States as part
of agreements between Modi and
US President Joe Biden at the White
House last month.

This one-off visit by an Indian astro-
naut to the International Space Station
will not hamper India’s own program,

which aims to launch an Indian as-
tronaut from Indian soil on an Indian
rocket in late 2024, Bagla said.

As part of its own space program,
active since the 1960s, India has
launched satellites for itself and other
countries, and successfully put one in
orbit around Mars in 2014.

Singh said that based on the current
trajectory of growth, India’s space sec-
tor could be a trillion-dollar economy
in the coming years.

As of April, India has launched 424
satellites for 34 countries, including
Israel, the United Arab Emirates, Ka-
zakhstan, the Netherlands, Belgium
and Germany. The ISRO has earned
approximately 1.1 billion rupees
($13.4 million) in the past five years
from the launch of foreign satellites,
the minister told India’s Parliament in
December.

The GSLV Mark 3, which is consid-
ered the most powerful rocket of India
Space Research Organization (ISRO),
lifted off from the third launch pad at
Sriharikota in the South Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh at 2:35 PM local time
as planned.

The ISRO announced successful
launching as the 43.5-metre tall rocket
weighing 642 ton completed three
stages before separating Chandrayaan
3 just 16 minutes after takeoff.

Also:

TOKYO: A rocket being developed by
the Japanese space agency exploded
during testing on Friday, but there
were no reports of injuries, the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency said.

The cause of the accident at the fa-
cility in Akita Prefecture, northeastern
Japan, was still being investigated, the
agency, JAXA, said. It was unclear
and when testing for the Epsilon S
rocket could resume.

Japanese TV news footage from the
site shows the test starting normally,
with white smoke shooting out at the
side. About a minute later, flames and
gray smoke burst upward in an explo-
sion, and the roof is seen blowing off
a building.

The failure is a setback for JAXA’s
ambitions to enter fully into the launch
market for small satellites, a market
that is expected to grow.

from the amount of toxins in her blood,

Opill has only progestin, which prevents pregnancy by
blocking sperm from reaching the cervix. It must be taken
around the same time daily to be most effective.

In its internal review published in May, the FDA noted that
some women in Perrigo’s study had trouble understanding
the drug’s labeling information. In particular, the instructions
warn that women with a history of breast cancer should not

violations, according to a previous board
suspension notice.

The notice also listed three patients of
Grawe’s who suffered severe complica-
tions and needed intense medical care
after she operated on them. One woman’s

intestine was found to be perforated a
week after her surgery, a procedure that
Grawe partially livestreamed on TikTok.

The unnamed patient suffered severe
damage to and bacterial infections in her
abdomen, as well as loss of brain function

known stars, PRIME was an immedi-
ate sensation when it launched last year,
prompting long lines.

Adbvertising itself as zero sugar and
vegan, the neon-colored cans are among
a growing number of energy drinks with
elevated levels of caffeine; in PRIME’s

according to the notice. (AP)
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Sea turtle to join race: A juvenile
green sea turtle rehabilitated at the Flor-
ida Keys-based Turtle Hospital was fitted
with a satellite-tracking transmitter and

take the pill because it could spur tumor growth. o - ] — leased Friday to joi li that
- - . . . case, 200 milligrams per 12 ounces, ' » . released Friday to join an online race tha
Common side effects include irregular vaginal bleeding, equivalent to ab%)ut haliI’) 2 dozen Coke ey XY al “ "“ ~ . \Seo 1 }l \ \\ follows long-distance migrations of sea
headaches, dizziness and cramps, according to the FDA. The cans or nearly two Red Bulls. (AP) SECENY PR LS ‘P [ D TR S turtles.
. A . . s y . R\ ' - 1% ’ 1] ‘ ..
label also cautions that certain drugs can interfere with Opill’s o o 0 A - ‘ - The Tour de Turtles, now in its 16th
effectiveness, including medications for seizures, HIV and hy- N w@ “ o T year, is organized annually by the Sea

Dr Roxy banned in Ohio: An Ohio
plastic surgeon’s state medical license
was permanently revoked after a medi-
cal board determined she harmed patients
while livestreaming their surgeries on the
social media app TikTok.

The Ohio Medical Board voted to
ban Katharine Grawe - also known as
Dr Roxy in her plastic surgery practice
“Roxy Plastic Surgery” and to her many
TikTok followers - from ever practicing
again in the state.

The board said Grawe, who originally
had her license suspended in November,
neglected her patients as she livestreamed
parts of their procedures, spoke into a
camera and answered viewer questions -
all while the surgeries were taking place.

Neither Grawe nor her lawyers re-
sponded to messages seeking comment.
Grawe’s TikTok account is currently pri-
vate.

The board warned Grawe about her
actions as early as 2018, citing concerns
over patient privacy and possible ethics

Turtle Conservancy. Beginning Aug. 1,
the group will track a dozen sea turtles
released from beaches in Florida and sev-
eral Caribbean islands.

“The Tour de Turtles is raising aware-
ness about sea turtles and the threats to
their survival,” Sea Turtle Conservancy
senior research biologist Dr. Dan Evans
said. “We are also learning about where
they’re going, where they’re finding food,
and what the possible threats to those ar-
eas are.”

The young green sea turtle named Mar-
cia, who was found floating off the Mid-
dle Keys in March, suffered from positive
buoyancy disorder. The condition leaves
sea turtles unable to dive down for food.
Causes include internal infection, gastroin-
testinal tract obstruction and spinal or lung
injuries, sometimes caused by boat strikes.

Officials at the Turtle Hospital treated
Marcia, who weighs about 50 pounds (23
kilograms), with broad-spectrum antibiot-
ics, fluids, vitamins and a diet of greens
and mixed seafood. (AP)

pertension.

Also:

MISHAWAKA, Ind.: Northern Indiana police have asked state
officials to revoke the license of an addiction treatment center
where three patients recently died within a week, saying that
the less than year-old center is endangering its residents and
placing a strain on law enforcement.

The St. Joseph County Police Department said in a letter
to state officials that Sheriff Bill Redman wants the Indiana
Division of Mental Health and Addiction to investigate Praxis
Landmark Recovery’s 160-bed facility and requests that its li-
cense be revoked, the South Bend Tribune reported.

“The facility is a large drain on our county first responder
resources and is harmful to its patients and our community,”
county police spokesman Troy Warner wrote to Jay Chaud-
hary, director of the state office.

The request for state action comes as county police and the
coroner’s office are investigating three deaths and two sus-
pected overdoses in the past two weeks at the all-male drug
and alcohol rehabilitation center, which opened last August in
Mishawaka, a city adjacent to South Bend.

In this image provided by the Nevada Department of Wildlife, a Dixie Valley

toad sits atop grass in Dixie Valley, Nev., on April 6, 2009. Interior Department

officials have decided to ‘revisit’ the 2021 environmental review that cleared the

way for construction of a geothermal power plant in Nevada where an endan-

gered toad lives, a victory for environmentalists and tribal leaders suing to block
the project. (AP)
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Argentina top Australia on last-minute try
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Argentina celebrate after defeating Australia in their Rugby Championship test match in Sydney, Australia. (AP)

Mavericks cruise past Pacers

Whitmore has Rockets headed
to playoffs of Summer League

WASHINGTON, July 15, (AP): Cam Whit-
more, the Houston Rockets’ other first-round
draft pick, refuses to be overshadowed.
Much of the buzz surrounding the Rock-
ets the past few weeks focused on the addi-
tion of No. 4 overall pick Amen Thompson.
However, it’s been Whitmore - who fell
to the 20th spot in the NBA draft - turning
heads in the Summer League after Thomp-
son went down with an ankle injury.
Whitmore had 26 points on 11-of-21

BASKETBALL

shooting in Thursday night’s win over
Golden State, including three 3-pointers and
a handful of emphatic dunks. He also had
a Summer League record-tying eight steals
as the Rockets (4-0) secured one of the four
playoff spots.

The Summer League semifinals are Sun-
day with the championship game on Mon-
day in Las Vegas.

At one point, the 6-foot-7 Whitmore
was considered one of the best two-way
players in this year’s draft and a poten-
tial top-five pick after earning Big East
Rookie of the Year honors as a freshman
at Villanova. He averaged 12.5 points, 5.3
rebounds and 1.4 steals on 47.8% shooting
from the field.

There was speculation that medical con-
cerns may have led to Whitmore’s slide in
the draft, although nothing was made public.

Regardless, Whitmore seems out to prove
not only is he healthy but he deserved to be a
lottery pick. He’s averaging 19.3 points, 6.3
rebounds and 1.9 assists in four games. His
3.5 steals per game are tied for the most in
the Summer League.

He’s looking like a huge steal for the
Rockets.

“The game is slowing down for me,”
Whitmore said. “My teammates are find-
ing me and I'm finding my teammates. I'm
learning the plays and learning where I'm
supposed to be on the court.”

The Rockets won just 22 games last sea-
son, tied for the second-fewest in the league.
They wound up picking fourth overall and
took Thompson, who figures to be a major
part of the rotation.

Wizards 105, Thunder 89

Johnny Davis scored 22 points, first-round
pick Bilal Coulibaly added 19 and Washing-
ton beat Oklahoma City.

Davis shot 9 of 17, including 3 of 4 from
3-point range, for the Wizards (2-2). Cou-
libaly, the seventh pick in this year’s draft,
added four rebounds, four blocks and three
assists. Ryan Rollins pitched in with 15
points and seven assists. Dejan Vasiljevic
scored 14 points off the bench, hitting 4 of 5

New Orleans Pelicans forward E.J. Liddell

(32) shoots against the Charlotte Hornets

during an NBA summer league basketball
game in Las Vegas. (AP)

shots from distance.

Jared Butler scored 22 points for the
Thunder (2-2). Ousmane Dieng added 17
points, five rebounds and five assists. Ca-
son Wallace, the 10th overall pick, hit two
3-pointers and scored 10. Second-rounder
Keyontae Johnson had nine points and six
boards in a start.

Clippers 102, 76ers 91

Kobe Brown scored 35 points to propel
Los Angeles to a victory over Philadelphia.

Brown, the final selection of the first
round, shot 13 of 19, including 7 of 10 from
beyond the arc, for the Clippers (3-1). He
added eight rebounds, four steals and three
assists. Xavier Moon scored 17 points.
Second-round pick Jordan Miller started,
scoring four points with seven rebounds and
three assists.

Jaden Springer scored 15 to lead five play-
ers in double figures for the 76ers (1-3), who
did not have a pick in the draft.

Khnicks 97, Celtics 89

Charlie Brown Jr. scored 27 points, Tre-
vor Keels added 20 and New York beat Bos-
ton.

Brown made 10 of 16 shots, including
5 of 9 from distance, for the Knicks (2-2).
He also had seven rebounds and five assists.
Keels did his damage on 7-of-10 shooting
with four 3-pointers.

Dalano Banton scored 18 to lead six play-
ers in double figures for the Celtics (1-3).
Banton added nine rebounds.
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Jackson retiring
after 10 seasons

CLEVELAND, July 15,
(AP): Former Pro Bowl de-
fensive tackle Malik Jack-
son is retiring after 10 NFL
seasons.

Jackson made the an-
nouncement Friday on the
NFL Network.

“That was the goal. Ten
to 12 years was my goal,”
Jackson said. “I was able
to get to a point where I
was doing OK. I was doing
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pretty well for myself. I did
enough. I have a daughter,
and I need to go home and
be with her and start living
life.”

Jackson played four sea-
sons in Denver after being
a fifth-round pick out of
Tennessee in the 2012 NFL
draft. He helped the Bron-
cos win Super Bowl 50 in
2016 before moving on to
play three seasons in Jack-
sonville.

, Arabian Gulf

Pumas beat Wallabies in successive tests for first time

SYDNEY, July 15, (AP):
A last-minute try by No.
8 Juan Martin Gonzalez
lifted Argentina past Aus-
tralia 34-31 in a dramatic
finish to a Rugby Cham-
pionship match the Wal-
labies thought they had

on Saturday.

Recalled winger  Mark
Nawaganitawase scored from a
95-meter intercept try with five
minutes remaining to put Aus-
tralia ahead 31-27.

It marked the first time the
Pumas have beaten Australia in
successive tests. Argentina won
48-17 in San Juan last August
before Dave Rennie was fired as
coach and replaced by Eddie Jones
after an unsuccessful spring tour
of Europe.

RUGBY

Jones faces the prospect of tak-
ing the Wallabies to France for the
Rugby World Cup without a win
unless Australia can rebound in
either of their two Bledisloe Cup
matches against New Zealand and
a warmup against France next
month.

Early on, Jones’ five team
changes from last week’s heavy
loss to South Africa in Pretoria
looked good as Nawaqanitawase,
powerhouse center Samu Kerevi
and giant lock Will Skelton led the

Wallabies to a 10-0 lead.

A quick tap and sharp footwork
from Nawaqanitawase put
Australia deep on the attack and,
with the Pumas defense stretched,
Quade Cooper found Kerevi lurk-
ing out wide and the center’s
inside ball was enough for Len
Ikitau to dive over in the corner in
the fourth minute.

But Ikitau injured his shoulder
while scoring and soon after was
sent to hospital for scans. Having
no outside backs on the bench
forced the Wallabies into a reshuf-
fle with Carter Gordon’s introduc-
tion at inside center breaking up
the potent Cooper-Kerevi midfield
partnership.

The entire complexion of the
match changed - the Wallabies

attack was clunky and disjointed
while Cooper and Gordon, two
playmakers, looked vulnerable
defensive beside each other.

The Wallabies found them-
selves hanging on at halftime with
a player down following the sin-
binning of lock Richie Arnold for
deliberately slowing the ball
down.

The Pumas fought their way
back through a try to fullback
Emiliano Boffelli, who converted
and added a penalty to leave the
match even at 10-10 at halftime.

The visitors took the lead for the
first time when hooker and captain
Julian Montoya forced his way
over five minutes into the second
half before Wallabies halfback
Nic White darted over to level the

Argentina’s Mateo Carreras runs in to score a try during the Rugby
Championship Test match between Australia and Argentina in Syd-
ney, Australia. (AP)

scores again.

When winger Mateo Carreras
beat a tired Dave Porecki to score
out wide in the 68th, Argentina led
26-17. But a Kerevi try, then
Nawagqanitawase’s solo effort
gave the home side an apparent
match-winning lead.

But the Wallabies conceded an
off-the-ball penalty and Argentina
set up an attacking lineout. The
Pumas hammered the tryline, try-
ing to burrow through until
Gonzalez went over the top of
defenders and scored.

“We need to enjoy this win
because we worked really hard
over the week and bounced back
from a tough game,” Montoya
said.

“We want to be fighting for
every ball, every meter and every
contact. We know the game is not
going to be perfect, there are going
to be bad moments. We need to
enjoy thiswin . ..”

Australia captain James Slipper,
replacing injured regular skipper
Michael Hooper, said the penalty
count - 14-10 against the home
side - hurt them.

“Ill-discipline really hurt us
tonight again,” Slipper said.
“Yellow card, a couple of penal-
ties put us at the wrong end of the
field. You can’t win test matches
playing that sort of rugby. We’ve
got to turn that around.

“There’s quite a few of us who
have to look at those individual
penalties and rectify it quickly.
Performances like that, we won’t
go far at the World Cup.”

Gunners strengthen defensive options with Timber signing

Arsenal sign Rice for a deal worth reported $138 min

LONDON, July 15, (AP): England
midfielder Declan Rice joined Arse-
nal for a deal worth a reported 105
million pounds ($138 million) on
Saturday, ending his nine-year as-
sociation with West Ham.

The fee wasn’t officially an-
nounced by either club, but West
Ham said the 24-year-old Rice was
moving for a British-record transfer
fee.

Arsenal is reportedly paying an
initial fee of 100 million pounds,
plus add-ons. That initial fee is the
same as the British-record sum that
Manchester City paid Aston Villa
for Jack Grealish in 2021.

Another England midfielder,
Jude Bellingham, joined Real Ma-
drid from Borussia Dortmund this
offseason in a deal that could reach
more than $139 million.

It is a statement signing by Ar-
senal after a season which saw the
club narrowly miss out on the Pre-
mier League title but re-establish
itself as a force in England under
Mikel Arteta.

In a message from Rice to West
Ham fans, he said it was a “tough”
decision driven by his “ambition to
play at the very highest level of the
game.”

Rice will effectively replace
Granit Xhaka in Arsenal’s midfield
options, with the Switzerland inter-
national having joined Bayer Lev-
erkusen last week.

Rice can play as a midfield an-
chorman or as a box-to-box player,
giving Arteta some versatility as
Arsenal looks to build on its sec-
ond-place finish in the league last
season. Only a late-season collapse
prevented Arsenal winning its first
league title since 2004.

Arsenal will also be playing in
the Champions League in the com-
ing season for the first time since
2017.

It is a sign of the progress made
by Arsenal under Arteta that the
club can attract a sought-after player
like Rice, and for such a big fee.

The London club has also signed
Germany forward Kai Havertz from
Chelsea in a deal worth a reported
65 million pounds, while Jurrién
Timber also joined from Ajax to
strengthen its defensive options for
another run at the Premier League
title and its return to the Champions
League.

The 22-year-old Timber moved
for a fee of 40 million euros ($45
million), Ajax said. It could rise to
45 million euros ($50.5 million)
with add-ons.

Timber, a ball-playing defender
who played for the Netherlands at
last year’s World Cup in Qatar and
was also in the squad for the Euro-
pean Championship in 2021, offers

versatility in being able to play at
center back or on the right. Arsenal
collapsed late in last season’s Pre-
mier League title race to finish sec-
ond behind Manchester City after
sustaining some injuries in defense.

“We're really excited that Jurrien
has joined us,” Arsenal manager
Mikel Arteta said. “He is a versatile
young defender who will fit into our
system and provide our squad with
so much added quality.

Timber, who joined Ajax’s acad-
emy in 2014, won league titles with
the team in 2021 and ‘22.

Arsenal could also announce the
signing of England midfielder De-
clan Rice imminently from West
Ham. The club has already brought
in Germany forward Kai Havertz
from Chelsea this offseason in a
deal worth a reported 65 million
pounds ($82 million).

France’s Ousmane Dembele, (background), and Morocco’s Yahia At-

tiyat Allah challenge for the ball during the World Cup semifinal soccer

match between France and Morocco at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor,

Qatar, on Dec. 14, 2022. Nigeria and South Africa were drawn in the

same World Cup qualifying group in a reshaped African competition

that will lead to at least nine teams at the 2026 showpiece in the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico. (AP)

Premier League newcomer
Luton signed former Manchester
United winger Tahith Chong from
Birmingham for a reported 4 million
pounds ($5.25 million).

Chong was at Birmingham for
two years, the first being on loan.

g Qa Q

Leipzig signed Belgium forward
Lois Openda from French team
Lens for the Bundesliga club’s re-
cord transfer on Friday.

The 23-year-old Openda signed a
five-year deal and will wear the No.
17 shirt, Leipzig announced.

Leipzig was reportedly paying
38 million euros ($42.7 million) to
Lens for the attacker, the largest
sum it has paid for any player since

SOCCER

it was founded by energy drinks
manufacturer Red Bull in 2009.

Leipzig’s biggest incoming trans-
fer was previously Naby Keita’s
arrival from sister club Red Bull
Salzburg for almost 30 million eu-
ros in 2016.

g Q Q

Eintracht Frankfurt has signed
Germany under-21 forward Jessic
Ngankam from Hertha Berlin on
a five-year contract.

Frankfurt’s announcement on Fri-
day will fuel speculation that its star
forward Randal Kolo Muani could
leave. The 24-year-old Kolo Muani,
who scored 15 Bundesliga goals and
set up 16 more in his debut season,
has been linked with Bayern Mu-
nich and Paris Saint-Germain.

Hertha, which was relegated
from the Bundesliga last season,
said it had done all it could to try
to convince Ngankam to stay. The
22-year-old Ngankam had joined
Hertha as a 6-year-old.
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Jaiswal outscores Windies on his own with 171

Ashwin routs West Indies as India earn innings win in Dominica Test

Burnes recovers from ‘heat scare’ and
strikes out 13, Milwaukee edges Reds

-

?

Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Kevin Gausman throws against the Detroit Tigers in the first inning of a baseball game, Saturday, July 8, 2023, in Detroit. (AP)

Frazier homers twice to lift Orioles to 6th straight win

CINCINNATI, July 15,
(AP): Corbin Burnes struck
out the side in the sixth in-
ning after nearly collapsing
in the fifth in oppressive hu-
midity, Victor Caratini sin-
gled in a run in the seventh
and Milwaukee Brewers
beat the Cincinnati Reds
1-0 on Friday night.

After his 10th strikeout, Burnes
squatted behind the mound with
his head lowered as teammates
and trainers rushed over. Burnes
took several big gulps of water and
spoke to the training staff. He took
a couple of warmup pitches, then
retired Matt McLain on an infield
pop to end the inning.

The game-time temperature was 91
degrees with the high humidity.
Burnes (8-5) struck out 13 in six
innings. He allowed only two hits and
two walks to help the Brewers tie the
Reds atop the NL Central standings.

Devin Williams closed for his 21st
save.

Cincinnati starter Graham Ashcraft
(5-6) allowed three hits through six
innings.

Orioles 5, Marlins 2

In Baltimore, Adam Frazier went
deep twice in his first career multi-
homer game, and Cedric Mullins hit a
solo shot to propel Baltimore to its
sixth straight victory.

The Orioles pulled within 1-1/2
games of first-place Tampa Bay in the
AL East. The Rays were rained out at
Kansas City.

Mullins and Frazier had three hits
and two runs apiece, and Dean
Kremer pitched six solid innings.
Kremer (10-4) allowed a run and two
hits, striking out eight with two walks.

Jorge Soler hit his 24th homer of
the season for Miami, which fell to 9
1/2 back of Atlanta in the NL East,
but remains atop the wild-card stand-
ings.

Sandy Alcantara (3-8) allowed two
earned runs and eight hits in six
innings. He struck out five with a
walk.

Dodgers 6, Mets 0

In New York, Julio Urias combined
with three relievers on a one-hitter as
Los Angeles extended New York’s
losing streak to three games.

Urfas (7-5) pitched six innings and
allowed only a leadoff double to
Brandon Nimmo that was initially
ruled a home run.

Mookie Betts hit a bases-loaded
RBI single and Freddie Freeman fol-
lowed with a two-run double after the
Dodgers were held hitless by Justin
Verlander for 4-1/3 innings despite
drawing six walks.

Miguel Rojas added an RBI single
in the sixth off David Peterson as the
Dodgers won their fifth straight and
13th in 18 games. All-Star slugger
J.D. Martinez padded the lead in the
eighth with his 23rd homer and Will
Smith capped the scoring with a
groundout in the ninth.

Verlander (3-5) allowed three runs
and two hits in five innings.

Blue Jays 7, Diamondbacks 2

In Toronto, Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
homered in his first plate appearance
following his All-Star Home Run
Derby win earlier in the week,
Brandon Belt drove in the tiebreaking
run in the seventh inning and Toronto
sent Arizona to its sixth loss in eight
games.

Matt Chapman had three hits and

an RBI and Whit Merrifield drove in
two runs as Toronto opened the sec-
ond half of the season with its sixth
win in seven games. The Blue Jays
are 17-7 against NL opponents.

Guerrero led off the second with a
426-foot drive off Arizona starter
Ryne Nelson for his 14th home run.

Blue Jays right-hander Trevor
Richards (1-1) pitched 1-2/3 innings
for the win despite giving up a homer
to Gabriel Moreno.

Diamondbacks  reliever  Kyle
Nelson (4-2) took the loss, retiring
just one of the three batters he faced.

Braves 9, White Sox 0

In Atlanta, Matt Olson hit a first-
inning grand slam, Charlie Morton
won his fifth straight start and major
league-leading Atlanta  routed
Chicago.

Olson, the NL leader with 30 hom-
ers and 76 RBIs, made it 4-0 with his
seventh career grand slam and his
second this season. Atlanta leads the
majors with 170 homers and has gone
deep in 27 straight games, the longest
streak in the franchise’s modern era.

Morton (10-6) gave up three hits,
walked one and struck out four in
seven innings.

Michael Kopech (3-8) gave up four
runs, one hit and four walks in two-
thirds of an inning. Chicago has lost
six of seven, eight of 10 and 19 of 28.

Padres 8, Phillies 3

In Philadelphia, Manny Machado,
Juan Soto, Fernando Tatis Jr. and
Gary Sanchez homered, Yu Darvish
struck out nine in six sharp innings
and San Diego beat Philadelphia in a
rematch of last year’s National
League Championship Series.

Sénchez and Tatis homered in the
third and Machado went deep in the
sixth for the Padres, who have won
six of seven. Darvish (6-6) kept the
Phillies at bay, scattering five hits,
walking two and allowing a run.

Cristopher Sdnchez (0-3) took the
loss, giving up three runs in five
innings.

Giants 6, Pirates 4

In Pittsburgh, rookies Patrick
Bailey and Luis Matos hit RBI singles
during a three-run rally in the seventh
inning that sent San Francisco past
Pittsburgh.

Mauricio Llovera (1-0) got two
outs for the win. Wilmer Flores,
Matos and Michael Conforto had two
hits each for San Francisco.
Conforto’s two-run single in the fifth
broke a scoreless tie.

Ji Man Choi homered for the
Pirates, and a balk by Ross Stripling
later in the inning allowed the Pirates
to tie it.

All three Giants runs in the seventh

were charged to Colin Holderman
(0-2).
Rangers 12, Guardians 4

In Arlington, Jonah Heim homered
and drove in four runs, Corey Seager
and Adolis Garcia also homered, and
Texas rallied past Cleveland, which
got a history-making pair of homers
from Bo and Josh Naylor.

The Naylors became the first broth-
ers in major league history to hit
multi-run homers in the same inning
for the same team when each hit a
two-run shot in the third to put the
Guardians ahead 4-0. That was the
lone highlight for Cleveland.

Nathaniel Lowe homered in the
fourth as part of a 4-for-4 night. The
Rangers scored two runs in that
inning, one in the sixth, five in the
seventh and four in the eighth.

Heim finished 3-for-5 and fell a
triple short of the cycle. Garcia drove
in three runs and scored three in a
3-for-5 night.

BASEBALL

Brock Burke (3-2), the first of three
Rangers relievers, earned the win.
Sam Hentges (1-1) took the loss.

Rockies 7, Yankees 2

In Denver, Kris Bryant hit one of
Colorado’s three home runs and Austin
Gomber won his fourth straight outing
in a win over New York.

In their first game since new hitting
coach Sean Casey was hired, the
slumping Yankees got off to a fast
start but then fizzled in the batter’s
box at offense-friendly Coors Field.

Carlos Rodén (0-2) gave up four
runs over five innings in his second
game of the season, and New York
was unable to come back. The
Yankees (49-43) are 14-18 since slug-
ger Aaron Judge got hurt on June 3,
hitting a major league-low .219. They
have been held to two runs or fewer in
12 of those games.

Randal Grichuk and Nolan Jones
also went deep for the last-place
Rockies. Gomber (8-7) allowed six
hits and two runs with two strikeouts
in six innings.

Red Sox 8, Cubs 3

In Chicago, Rafael Devers hit two
long solo homers off Kyle Hendricks,
Justin Turner had a two-run homer
and three RBIs in his first start at
second base in nearly eight years, and
Boston defeated Chicago.

Adam Duvall, Triston Casas and
Yu Chang also went deep to help
Boston win for the ninth time in 10
games and climb six games over .500
(49-43).

Brayan Bello (7-5) tossed six

Detroit Tigers’ Kerry Carpenter hits a two-run home run against Seattle
Mariners starting pitcher Luis Castillo during the first inning of a baseball
game in Seattle. (AP)

innings for his fourth win in five
starts, allowing two runs on six hits
while striking out five and walking
none.

Cody Bellinger hit a pair of solo
drives. Christopher Morel had three
hits and Mike Tauchman doubled in a
run for Chicago.

Hendricks (3-4) allowed five runs on
eight hits in 4 2/3 innings, striking out
five and walking none. The right-hand-
er yielded four homers, all solo drives,
for the first time since May 20, 2022.

Astros 7, Angels 5

In Anaheim, Shohei Ohtani allowed
four earned runs on five hits and left
the mound with his finger bothering
him in the sixth inning shortly before
Mauricio Dubon’s tiebreaking two-
run single in Houston’s victory over
Los Angeles.

Ohtani (7-5) was pulled after he
walked Corey Julks to open the sixth,
consulting with the Angels’ training
staff before his exit. The two-way
superstar’s final start before the All-
Star break ended because of a finger
blister on his pitching hand, and he
also dealt with a cracked fingernail
last month.

Ohtani, who struck out seven,
stayed in the game as a hitter and
delivered two singles at the plate, but
his spiraling Angels have lost a sea-
son-high six straight and 10 of 11.

Ryan Pressly fanned Ohtani while
striking out the side in the ninth for
his 21st save. Phil Maton (2-2) got
two outs for the win.

Mickey Moniak had three hits and
Taylor Ward homered for the Angels.
Twins 5, Athletics 4

In Oakland, Joey Gallo broke a tie
with a two-run homer in the ninth
inning and Minnesota snapped a
three-game losing streak from before
the All-Star break by beating Oakland.

Donovan Solano led off the ninth
with a double against Shintaro
Fujinami (5-8) before Gallo connect-
ed for his team-leading 16th homer an
out later.

Griffin Jax (5-6) worked a score-
less eighth and Jhoan Duran finished
for his 13th save after allowing JJ
Bleday’s RBI single.

Kyle Farmer hit an early RBI triple
for the Twins.

Tigers S, Mariners 4

In Seattle, Alex Lange threw a
called third strike past Julio Rodriguez
with two on for the final out, and
Detroit held off Seattle.

Kerry Carpenter and Nick Maton
each hit a two-run homer for the
Tigers. Akil Baddoo also went deep
to back starter Eduardo Rodriguez
(5-5), who fanned seven in five
innings.

Dylan Moore hit a two-run double
for the Mariners, and pinch-hitter
Mike Ford trimmed it to 5-4 with a
solo homer in the ninth. Lange walked
consecutive batters with two outs
before freezing Rodriguez with a 1-2
curveball for his 14th save.

Carpenter connected in the first off
Luis Castillo (6-7).

Cardinals 1, Nationals 0,
Suspended, 3 Innings

In St. Louis, the game between the
Washington Nationals and St. Louis
Cardinals was suspended in the third
inning Friday night due to rain.

The series opener will be made up
as part of a split doubleheader on
Saturday.

The Cardinals jumped out to a 1-0
lead when Lars Nootbaar homered in
the first inning off Trevor Williams.
St. Louis starter Miles Mikolas had
retired all nine Nationals batters he
faced before the game was halted.

ROSEAU, Dominica, July 15, (AP):
Ravichandran Ashwin feasted on West
Indies wickets on a generous turning
pitch to propel India to victory by an
innings and 141 runs inside three days
of the first test on Friday.

Ashwin took 7-71 in the second in-
nings, his best figures overseas, and 12-
131 for the match.

West Indies was all out for 130 in
less than 51 overs after scoring 150 in
the first innings.

New India opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
outscored the West Indies on his own
with 171. He and captain Rohit Sharma
drained the home side with their open-
ing stand of 229. Then Jaiswal rubbed
it in by leading a partnership of 110
with Virat Kohli.

Rohit was impressed by Jaiswal.

“His temperament was tested but at
no point did it look like he was panick-
ing,” Rohit said. “I just had to remind
him, “You belong here.” My job was to
just keep telling him he’s done all the
hard yards and to enjoy his time in the
middle.”

India declared its first innings at
421-5 about an hour after lunch for a
lead of 271.

Offering spin-friendly Windsor Park
to two of the world’s best spinners
came to bite the West Indies hard.

Ashwin, the No. 1-ranked test bowl-
er with a point to prove after being
omitted from the World Test Champi-

CRICKET

onship final, and Ravindra Jadeja, the
No. 1-ranked test allrounder, padded
already impressive statistics with 17 of
the 20 West Indies wickets.

“When you have the kind of experi-
ence they have on these pitches, it is
always a luxury,” Rohit said. “Ashwin
and Jadeja were magnificent, especial-
ly Ashwin.”

Beside 5-60 from the first innings,
Ashwin’s dozen wickets in the match
gave him an eighth 10-wicket haul in a
test, tying Anil Kumble’s India record.
They are tied for fifth on the all-time
list.

Jadeja took 2-38 on Friday for a
match haul of five wickets.

In West Indies’ second turn at bat,
the top order’s priority was merely sur-
viving but both openers were gone by
tea, both on 7.

Tagenarine Chanderpaul was leg be-
fore to Jadeja, and cost West Indies a
review, and captain Kraigg Brathwaite
was caught at first slip trying to defend
Ashwin.

The batters through lunch, Jermaine
Blackwood and Raymon Reifer, were
out within five balls of each other also
trying to defend the spin; Blackwood
was trapped by Ashwin and Reifer was
Ibw to Jadeja.

When Joshua Da Silva was plum in
front to pacer Mohammed Siraj, West
Indies was 58-5 in the 30th over.

Alick Athanaze, on debut, top-
scored in both innings, 47 and 28,
the only scores over 20. “You could
see that he belongs,” Brathwaite said.
Athanaze was dropped on 1 by Jaiswal
at short leg but Jaiswal snaffled up the
next chance.

Ashwin took the last five wickets,
the 23rd time he’s taken the match-
winning wicket, eclipsing Shane
Warne’s 22 occasions.

West Indies has gone the distance
only twice in its last 10 tests going back
16 months.

Meanwhile, India extended its un-
beaten run in the Caribbean to 14 tests
with a seventh win since 2006. The
second test in Port of Spain, the 100th
between the teams, starts on Thursday.

The highest score by an India man
on debut was 187 by Shikhar Dhawan
in 2013, and Jaiswal looked set to beat
it on Friday morning when he resumed
on 143.

The opener hit slow left-armer
Jomel Warrican back over his head for
his first test six and wriggled to 171
when he nicked pacer Alzarri Joseph
behind and was out caught at 350-3.
Jaiswal didn’t look happy, though he
had the highest score by an India debu-
tant outside India, and faced more balls
than any of India’s previous debut cen-
turions.

His mammoth innings spanning
three days and nearly 8-1/2 hours came
from 387 balls and included 16 bound-
aries.

Ajinkya Rahane came in and didn’t
last, patting back a bouncer from Ke-
mar Roach on 3.

Kohli racked up his 57th fifty and
third slowest, and he and Jadeja took
India to lunch on 400-4 with a lead of
250.

Kohli looked good for his 29th test
hundred and only his second in the
Caribbean while riding his luck.

India’s Ravichandran Ashwin bowls

against West Indies on day three

of their first cricket Test match at

Windsor Park in Roseau, Dominica.
(AP)

pratismea ettt i e

India’s Yashasvi Jaiswal plays a shot
from the bowling of West Indies’ Ja-
son Holder on day three of their first
cricket Test match at Windsor Park in
Roseau, Dominica. (AP)

He gave a half-chance at leg slip be-
fore he scored, and was dropped twice
on Friday on 40 and 72. Kohli’s luck
ran out when off-spinner Rahkeem
Cornwall returned to bowl for the first
time in more than 24 hours. He left the
field on Thursday morning due to an
apparent chest infection but started Fri-
day in the field.

In Cornwall’s second over of the
day, Kohli turned him down the leg
side and steered the ball straight to slip
fielder Athanaze. Kohli’s hard-fought
76 from 182 balls included five bound-
aries.

India waited six more overs to de-
clare at 421-5, after Ishan Kishan
scored his first run on his test debut
about an hour after lunch. Jadeja was
37 not out.

The wickets were shared around and
Roach was unlucky to have only one.
Warrican did most of the heavy lifting,
45 overs for 1-106. Cornwall’s absence
allowed Athanaze to take his maiden
wicket.
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Sri Lanka was in contention for the
World Test Championship final until
March. That prospect has whetted its
appetite to get there in the new cycle.

The campaign starts on Sunday,
when Sri Lanka plays Pakistan in Galle
in the first of two tests.

“We had a pretty good campaign in
the last World Test Championship and
at one point we had a chance to make
it to the finals,” Sri Lanka skipper Di-
muth Karunaratne said. “We would
have liked to finish things off better but
our last series in New Zealand didn’t
go the way we want. But this is a new
opportunity and we are looking for-
ward for the challenge.”

Left-arm quick Shaheen Afridi re-
turns for Pakistan after a year out of
the test side due to a knee injury, and
the visitors are pinning their hopes on
him.

When these teams met at the same
ground last year, Afridi claimed four
wickets in the first innings but suffered
a serious right knee ligament injury
while fielding in the second innings.
He aggravated the injury months later
at the T20 World Cup. Pakistan still
won that first test but lost the second.
They are mirroring the same series this
year.

“Very pleased with the return of
Shaheen Afridi,” Pakistan skipper Ba-
bar Azam said. “Besides his wicket-
taking abilities, his presence always
motivates and lifts the side. I know
Shaheen has badly missed red-ball
cricket and is hungry for test cricket.”

MLB Results/Standings

Friday.

Baltimore 5 Miami 2
Atlanta 9 Chicago W. Sox 0
Toronto 7 Arizona 2
Boston 8 Chicago Cubs 3
Texas 12 Cleveland 4
Colorado 7 NY Yankees 2
Houston 7 LA Angels 5

American League
East Division
w L Pct GB

TampaBay 58 35 .624 -
Baltimore 55 35 .611 1-1/2
Toronto 51 41 554 6-1/2
Boston 49 43 533 8-1/2
New York 49 43 533 8-1/2
Central Division

L Pct GB

Minnesota 46 46 .500 -
Cleveland 45 46 .495 -1/2
Detroit 40 50 .444 5
Chicago 38 55 .409 8-1/2
Kansas City 26 65 .286 19-1/2

West Division

Pct GB

Texas 53 39 .576 -
Houston 51 41 554 2
Seattle 45 45 500 7
Los Angeles 45 47 .489 8
Oakland 25 68 .269 28-1/2

WASHINGTON, July 15, (AP): Results and standings from the MLB games on

Detroit 5 Seattle 4
Minnesota 5 Oakland 4
San Diego 8 Philadelphia 3
Milwaukee 1 Cincinnati 0
San Francisco 6 Pittsburgh 4
LA Dodgers 6 NY Mets 0

National League
East Division
w L Pct GB

Atlanta 61 29 .678 -
Miami 53 40 570 9-1/2
Philadelphia 48 42 .533 13
New York 42 49 462 19-1/2
Washington 36 54 .400 25
Central Division

w Pct GB

Cincinnati 50 42 .543 -
Milwaukee 50 42 .543 —
Chicago 42 48 467 7
Pittsburgh 41 50 .451 8-1/2
St Louis 38 52 422 11

West Division

Pct GB

Los Angeles 52 38 .578 -
Arizona 52 40 .565 1
San Francisco50 41 .549 2-1/2
San Diego 44 47 484 8-1/2
Colorado 35 57 .380 18
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WIMBLEDON, July 15,
(AP): Marketa Vondrouso-
va came to the All England
Club a year ago unable to
play tennis at all. She had
a cast on her surgically re-
paired left wrist, so her vis-
it was limited to sightseeing
around London with her
sister and cheering for a
friend who was competing
at Wimbledon.

This trip was a lot more memo-
rable: She is leaving as a Grand
Slam champion.

Vondrousova became the first un-
seeded woman to win Wimbledon on
Saturday, coming back in each set for
a 6-4, 6-4 victory over 2022 runner-up
Ons Jabeur in the final.

“I don’t really know what’s hap-
pening now. It’s an amazing feeling,”
Vondrousova, a 24-year-old left-
hander from the Czech Republic, said
during the trophy ceremony. “After
everything I’ve been through - [ had a
cast last year (at) this time - it’s just
amazing that I can stand here and hold
this. Tennis is crazy.”

After being sidelined from April
to October, she finished last season
ranked just 99th. She arrived at Wim-

TENNIS

bledon 42nd and was the first unseeded
woman to even reach the final at the
All England Club in 60 years - the last,
1963 runner-up Billie Jean King, was
seated in the front row of the Royal
Box on Saturday alongside Kate, the
Princess of Wales.

Following the match, King greeted
Vondrousova with a hug and told her:
“First unseeded ever. I love it.”

Centre Court’s retractable roof was
closed for the final, shielding everyone
from the wind that topped 20 mph (30
kph) outside, and that perhaps allowed
Vondrousova’s smooth lefty strokes to
repeatedly find the intended mark. Her
shots betrayed none of the sort of ten-
sion that Jabeur’s shots did.

Vondrousova lost in the final of the
2019 French Open as a teenager. On
this afternoon, she trailed in each set
but collected the last four games of the
first, then the last three games of the
second.

How did she plan to celebrate?

“I'm going to have some beer,
maybe,” Vondrouova said, drawing
chuckles from the fans. “It was really

London. (AP)

Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur returns to
Czech Republic’'s Marketa Von-
drousova in the final of the women’s
singles on day thirteen of the
Wimbledon tennis championships in

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

Vondrousova wins historic Wimbledon

orts

First unseeded female champion after beating Jabeur

an exhausting two weeks. And I just
tried to get myself together for the few
last days. I was just so nervous before
the game, and I'm just really grateful.”

Jabeur dropped to 0-3 in major fi-
nals. The 28-year-old from Tunisia is
the only Arab woman and only North
African woman to make it that far in
singles at any Grand Slam tournament.

But she lost to Elena Rybakina at the
All England Club 12 months ago and
to No. 1 Iga Swiatek at the U.S. Open
last September.

“I think this is the most painful loss

of my career,” Jabeur said, pausing to
wipe away tears.

“It’s going to be a tough day for me
today, but I'm not going to give up,”
she said. “I'm going to come back
stronger and win a Grand Slam one
day.”

Vondrousova’s surge to her Slam
title was hard to envision at the start of
this fortnight.

She was 1-4 in previous appearanc-
es at Wimbledon, only once making it
as far as the second round on its grass
courts, before going 7-0 on a run that

London. (AP)

included wins against five seeded foes.

Against No. 6 Jabeur, Vondrousova
kept falling slightly behind. In the first
set, she was down 2-0, then 4-2, before
reeling off 16 of the last 18 points.

In the second set, the deficits were
3-1 and 4-3.

But Jabeur’s mistakes kept coming:
She would finish with 31 unforced er-
rors, while Vondrousova made merely
13.

During the break between sets,
Jabeur headed to the locker room.
When she came back out, she im-

Czech Republic’'s Marketa Vondrousova celebrates with the trophy after beating Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur in the women’s singles final on day thirteen of the Wimbledon tennis championships in

mediately made another error, and
the spectators made a ton of noise to
show their support. Another miscue
gave Vondrousova a break point, and
Jabeur gifted that with yet another shot
into the net. The match was 45 minutes
old, and Vondrousova led by a set and
a break.

That, then, is when Jabeur began
something of a turnaround. She took
three games in a row to go ahead 3-1,
showing signs of perhaps the sort of
comebacks she created after ceding the
opening sets before beating Rybakina,

title

No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka and 2019 U.S.
Open champion Bianca Andreescu.

The crowd was pulling for the popu-
lar Jabeur, nicknamed the Minister of
Happiness for her demeanor on and off
the court, the level of the support they
were providing rising right along with
her level of play.

It didn’t last.

Vondrousova overcame that blip
and, with her husband on hand for the
first time during the tournament, she
surged to the finish. Their first wed-
ding anniversary is Sunday.

Abdulrahman Abbas of Kuwait competes in the 1m Springboard Men at the
World Swimming Championships in Fukuoka, Japan. (AP)

Barca, Man U ‘fined’ by UEFA for
breaking financial fair play rules

GENEVA, July 15, (AP): Barcelona
was fined 500,000 euros ($560,000)
by UEFA and Manchester United must
pay 300,000 euros ($336,000) in the
last round of financial monitoring us-
ing Financial Fair Play rules that have
since been replaced.

Barcelona was punished for wrong-
ly reporting profits from “disposal of
intangible assets” that should not have
been accounted for as income accord-
ing to FFP rules, UEFA said in a state-
ment. UEFA did not specify the asset
that was sold.

Man United did not meet its target to
approach break-even on soccer-related
business that includes player transfers,
wages and social taxes for FFP assess-
ment.

The former European champions
each earned tens of millions of euros
(dollars) in UEFA prize money last
season. Barcelona played in the Cham-
pions League group stage then lost in
the Europa League knockout playoffs
to United, which was eliminated at the
quarterfinal stage by eventual winner
Sevilla.

UEFA'’s club finance panel judged
United’s offense, and similar ones by

APOEL and Konyaspor, to be “mi-
nor break-even deficits.” The other
clubs were each fined 100,000 euros
($112,000).

United published a statement cit-
ing the different way to assess post-
pandemic finances for the hundreds of
clubs who qualify for European com-
petitions and then are scrutinized by
UEFA-appointed investigators.

“This reflected a change in the way
that UEFA adjusted for COVID-19
losses during the 2022 reporting peri-

SOCCER

od, which allowed us to recognize only
15 million euros of the 281 million
euros of revenues lost due to the pan-
demic within the FFP calculation,” the
three-time European champion said.

A group of storied clubs - including
AC Milan, Inter Milan and Paris Saint-
Germain - who were fined by UEFA
last September all met their stricter
financial targets for last season. They
will continue to be monitored for com-
pliance over the next year.

Tournament concludes

Zankawi clinches silver at Asia Athletics Championship

BANGKOK, July 15, (KUNA):
Kuwait’s athlete Issa Al-Zanka-
wi won Saturday a silver medal
at the Asian Athletics Cham-
pionship currently held in the
Thai capital of Bangkok, rais-
ing his country’s record to two
medals.

Secretary of the Kuwait Athlet-
ics Federation (KAF) Hussein Al-
Dashti told KUNA over the phone
that Al-Zankawi won the second
place at the Disc contest achieving
outstanding progress with 60.23
meters.

Al-Dashti added that this medal
came after the bronze one won by

lonescu hits 20 straight shots to win 3-point contest

LAS VEGAS, July 15, (AP): New York Liberty guard
Sabrina Ionescu electrified the crowd Friday by hitting
20 straight shots and scoring a record 37 of a possible 40
points to win the 3-point shooting contest at the WNBA

All-Star Game in a performance that will be incredibly dif-

ficult to match.

She made 25 of 27 shots to break the event record for
the WNBA and NBA - and nearly meeting her own high
standards. “Shouldn’t have missed two,” Ionescu said. “It

In the 3-point contest, lonescu beat the Seattle Storm’s
Sami Whitcomb and the Dallas Wings” Arike Ogunbowale
in the final. Whitcomb had 24 points and Ogunbowale 11.

“I knew they were going in,” Ionescu said. “I was telling

BASKETBALL

was the final round. I had just lost in the skills. I wasn’t

going to lose again.”

The Las Vegas Aces’ team of Chelsea Gray and Kelsey
Plum won the skills competition with a time of 44.3 sec-
onds in the final round, easily beating the 58.0 put up by
the Ionescu and Liberty teammate Courtney Vandersloot.

ATHLETICS

Kuwait’s athlete Yaqoub Al-You-
ha in the final of the 110-meter
hurdles two days ago, praising the
achievement of both Al-Zankawi
and Al-Youha in the champion-
ship.

He said there are still hopes for
getting more medals at the game,
which concludes Sunday, tomor-
TOW.

He said the tourney kicked off
last Wednesday has shown high-
level technical performance in
light of the participation of the
Asian teams with the best ath-
letes, in preparation for the global
championship due in Hungary
next month and the Asian games
to be hosted by China in Septem-
ber.

Al-Dashti thanked KAF chair-
man and members and technical,
and administrative teams for their
big role in backing Kuwaiti ath-
letes.

my agents over there, I didn’t even wait for the ball to get

—Aa I

through the net. As soon as I shot it, it looked good and I
just went down and kept grabbing (basketballs) and was
listening to the fans as they were cheering, knowing that
they went in. So they were my validation.”

e

Spain’s Carlos Rodriguez crosses the finish line to win the fourteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race

over 152 kilometers (94.5 miles) with start in Annemasse and finish in Morzine Les Portes du Soleil, France. (AP)
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