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Article 19 condition
in trade partnership Mideast at critical juncture, take

steps towards de-escalation: US
Gaza ceasefire holds key to averting broader conflict

One million people benefit from relief projects

Kuwait spent $18m on food, medicines for Gazans

Kuwait marks academic scholarships
centenary … glorious past, shiny future
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6, (KUNA): 
As Kuwait marks the centenary of 
academic scholarship programs, 
which saw its sons and daughters 
head abroad to gain knowledge and 
skills, the state continues to invest 
in such scheme to meet challenges 
and build a better future.

In 1924, Kuwait sent its very 
first scholarship delegation to 
Baghdad, Iraq, which included sev-
en students; Sheikh Fahad Salem 
Al-Sabah, Mohammad Al-Dousari, 
Khaled Al-Adsani, Ahmad Al-Ali, 
Abdulkareem Al-Ali, Abdullah Al-
Abduljaleel, and Salman Al-Enezi.

The state is currently reworking 
measures to overhaul the negatives as-
pects of the scholarship program and 
further develop them to avoid wast-
ing of finances and elevate the level 
of academia and knowledge seeking.

Tasked with the tremendous re-
sponsibility, Minister of Education 
and Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research Dr. Adel 
Al-Adwani had assigned a com-

mittee to look into the matter to 
achieve the national development 
goals for education especially with-
in scholarship programs.

The minister said that the task 
was daunting; however, it should 
not stand in the way of finding 
serious and fundamental solutions 
for scholarship programs, which 
caused undeniable waste of finan-
cial resources.

Creating solutions for scholar-
ships problems would help develop 
Kuwait’s youths foundation, achiev-
ing the goals set by the Kuwait Vi-
sion 2035 in meeting demands of 
the job market and establishing a 
strong foundation for education.

According to a 2023 annual re-
port by the State Audit Bureau, 
some 4,432 students academically 
faltered between 2020 and 2022, a 
number overshadowing similar sta-
tistics in 2013-14 and 2017-18 with 
only 2,634.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6, 
(KUNA): The Kuwait Relief So-
ciety announced that the total Ku-
waiti aid to help those affected by 
the Israeli occupation attacks on 
the Gaza Strip since October 7th 
exceeded USD 18 million.

In remarks to KUNA, the Gen-
eral Manager of the Association, 
Abdulaziz Al-Obaid said that the 
USD 18 million was collected 
through various campaigns over 
300 days with the participation of 
more than 30 charitable societies.

He added that the association 
sought to spend this amount in 
some rapid response sectors, 
especially disasters, crises and 
wars, including responding to ur-
gent distress calls from our Pal-
estinian brothers, most notably 
the food, medicine and shelter 
sectors.

Al-Obaid also noted that the 
total support provided through 
air flights, land convoys, sea 
ships, and medical relief flights 
that have been sent to the Gaza 
Strip since the beginning of the 
current aggression until now has 
exceeded 5 and a half tons of ur-
gent and necessary humanitarian 
relief materials that the residents 
of the Strip need.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry has mandated that any resi-
dent or expatriate, whether a partner or manager, 
must hold a residence permit under Article 19 for 
registration in the commercial register, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

This requirement, outlined in the PAM vide let-
ter No. 2802 dated January 3, 2023, is essential 
for renewing licenses or establishing companies.

Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry issued Decision No. 11 of 
2024, temporarily suspending the establishment, 
renewal, and amendment of all companies and 
institutions. 

The existing licenses where one of the partners 
or managers does not hold an Article 19 permit 
will also be suspended due to partner incompat-
ibility.

Under Article 19, residents can be granted a 
residence permit as their own sponsor, allowing 
them to have regular residency as an investor or 
foreign partner in a commercial or industrial ac-
tivity. Conditions include having a share in the 
company of no less than 100,000 dinars and sub-
mitting the last two budgets certified by the Ku-
waiti Ministry of Commerce.

Informed sources attributed the decision to the 
Public Authority for Manpower, emphasizing the 
need to distinguish between workers and employ-
ers in terms of residency status. Residents under 
Article 19 are treated as investors, while Article 
18 applies to employees or workers.

Resident partners will be given time to adjust 
their status by transferring their residency to Ar-
ticle 19 or relinquishing their ownership. 

Article 18 allows for regular residency for pri-
vate sector work with a government-issued work 
permit and outlines procedures for transferring 
residency and employer responsibilities upon con-
tract termination.

Article 19 states: “Regular residency may be 
granted to a foreign investor or partner in a com-
mercial or industrial activity, based on a request 
submitted by the interested party, accompanied 
by a license to carry out the activity issued by the 
competent government agency. The aforemen-
tioned license must be submitted when requesting 
to renew the residency.”

Enough medicine
supply available

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Al-Humaidi Al-Mutairi, 
the Acting Director General of the Public Au-
thority for People with Disabilities, announced 
that the Authority has implemented several pre-

cautionary measures in re-
sponse to the accelerating 
political events, prioritiz-
ing the safety of children 
with disabilities.

Al-Mutairi stated that an 
extraordinary meeting was 
convened with the author-
ity’s senior officials includ-
ing, directors, supervisors, 
and technicians to review 
the measures taken by vari-

ous departments. 
He emphasized that the 

Rehabilitation Medical Center is prepared for any 
emergency, with an adequate stock of medicines 
and all technical staff, including doctors and nurs-
ing staff, on standby.

The primary goal of these measures is to protect 
children with disabilities from potential dangers 
until the regional situation stabilizes. 

Al-Mutairi also mentioned the continuous 
provision of services to residents of social care 
homes. Companies contracted with the Authority 
have been asked to maintain a stock of supplies 
sufficient for three to six months to ensure unin-
terrupted service for the residents.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6, 
(Agencies): Chief of the 
General Staff of the Ku-
waiti Army, Lieutenant 
General (Pilot) Bandar Al-
Muzain, met on Tuesday 
with Brigadier General Dr. 
Rashid Al-Marri, Head 
of the GCC Emergency 
Management Center at the 
General Secretariat of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), to discuss ways to 
enhance joint cooperation. 

According to a statement from 
the Chief of Staff, the meeting in-
volved cordial discussions on key 
topics of mutual interest. Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff, Major 
General (Pilot) Sabah Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, also attended the 
meeting.

Meanwhile, the United States 
warned on Monday that the Middle 
East is at a critical juncture, with a 
heightened risk of “expansion and 
spread of conflict” across the region. 
The U.S. emphasized the urgent need 
for all parties to take steps toward de-
escalation.

State Department spokesman Mat-
thew Miller stated during a press brief-
ing that Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken is actively engaging in dip-
lomatic efforts with regional counter-
parts to address the growing tensions 
in the Middle East. Blinken has held 
discussions with leaders, including 
Qatari Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Mohammad bin Abdulrah-
man Al-Thani and Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Badr Abdel Aty, as well as 
ongoing communications with G7 for-
eign ministers and Iraqi Prime Minis-
ter Mohammed Shia al-Sudani.

Miller highlighted that Blinken has 
consistently urged all parties to take 
immediate actions to reduce tensions, 
emphasizing that escalation is not in 
the interest of any nation or the mil-
lions of civilians who desire to live 
free from violence.

Blinken’s talks also emphasized 
the importance of a ceasefire in Gaza 
as a key step toward broader de-es-
calation, securing the release of pris-
oners, and alleviating the suffering of 
the Palestinian people. He urged all 
parties to seek agreement rather than 
delay or reject negotiations.

Addressing the Pentagon’s recent 
adjustments to U.S. military posi-
tioning in the Middle East, Miller 
explained that deterrence is crucial 
to enhancing de-escalation prospects, 
and the U.S. will continue to take nec-
essary measures in this regard. He reit-
erated that while the U.S. is preparing 
for potential conflict, it remains com-
mitted to preventing escalation.

Continued on Page 5

Third fingerprint 
rollout ‘delayed’
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Despite be-
ing published in the Official Kuwait 
Gazette and set to take effect two 
days ago, the rollout of the Civil Ser-
vice Commission’s (CSC) new third 
fingerprint attendance system in gov-
ernment agencies has been postponed 
due to technical issues, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

Government sources disclosed that 
the current systems in many minis-
tries misinterpret the third fingerprint, 
mistakenly recording it as a departure 
rather than an attendance record. 
This misinterpretation could lead to 
employees being unjustly marked as 
absent and facing salary deductions.

To address this, the ministries and 
government agencies under the CSC 
are working with relevant authorities 
to amend the current system, which 
only tracks two fingerprints (morning 
and evening), requires adjustments to 
incorporate the new three-fingerprint 
requirement effectively.

The proposed changes aim to 
streamline the attendance process 
by potentially using smartphone ap-
plications, allowing employees to 
record their presence without leaving 
their work sites. 

However, the existing system’s 
configuration causes the third finger-
print to be recorded as a departure, 
necessitating a revision of the CSC’s 
fingerprint protocols to prevent erro-
neous absence records.

The CSC issued a statement via the 
X website, indicating that it is com-
mitted to completing the implementa-
tion of the third fingerprint decision. 

This includes finalizing the actual 
start date and developing a mecha-
nism for its execution, which will 
involve appropriate technologies 
such as smartphone applications for 
convenience.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait Airways has announced 
the safe return of fl ight No. KU 674 from Dubai 
which was a subject of technical malfunction, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

The airline also stated that investigations will be 
conducted to determine the causes of the technical 
failure, following the company’s standard proce-
dures.

❑      ❑     ❑

WASHINGTON: The US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) reported that its forces destroyed 
multiple anti-ship drones and one anti-ship ballis-
tic missile launched by the Houthis over the Red 
Sea during the past 24 hours.

In a statement late Monday, CENTCOM said 
that its forces destroyed three Iranian-backed 
Houthi Uncrewed Aerial Systems (UAS) launched 
from Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen over the 
Gulf of Aden.

It added that its forces have successfully de-
stroyed one Iranian-backed Houthi UAS in a 
Houthi-controlled area of Yemen, one Houthi 
uncrewed surface vessel (USV), one Houthi 
UAV and one Houthi Anti-Ship Ballistic Missile 
(ASBM) in the Red Sea. (KUNA)

❑      ❑     ❑

TRIPOLI: The International Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM) said on Monday that 897 migrants 
were intercepted and returned to Libya during the 
week that ended on Saturday.

The humanitarian agency reported that among 
those intercepted were 54 women and 29 children. 
It also said fi ve bodies were recovered off the Lib-
yan coast. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑     ❑

LONDON: British government announced Tues-
day it will repeal the Strikes Act 2023 to get public 
services back on track and strengthen the rights of 
working people.

Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner and 
Business Secretary Jonathan Reynolds wrote to 
government departments with sectors most im-
pacted by strikes; Education, Health, Transport, the 
Home Offi ce, Energy, as well as Welsh and Scottish 
governments, to give a clear message that this gov-
ernment does not support Minimum Service Levels 
and intends to repeal the legislation. (KUNA)

Newswatch

KUNA photo

Food is distributed to the displaced Palestinians in Gaza.
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Al-Kandari named 
PACI’s new head
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The First 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Defense, and Minister of Interi-

or, Sheikh Fahd 
Al-Yousef, has 
issued a deci-
sion appointing 
Deputy Director 
General of Civil 
Registration, Ja-
ber Al-Kandari, 
as the acting 
Director-Gener-
al of the Public 
Authority for 

Civil Informa-
tion, reports Al-

Seyassah daily. 
Al-Kandari succeeds the former 

Director-General, Mansour Al-
Madhen.

 Al-Kandari  

KUNA photo

The Air Defense Force commander discusses joint military issues 
with the commander of the support group in the region.

Military concerns shared
Air Defense Force Commander 
Major General Khaled Saad met 
with US Colonel Pily Restrepo, 
Commander of the Area Sup-
port Group, on Tuesday to dis-
cuss shared military concerns. 

According to a statement from 
the Ministry of Defense, the 
meeting featured cordial discus-
sions on key issues of mutual in-
terest, particularly those related 
to military matters. (KUNA)

Minister sets up team to 
monitor co-ops inventory

Money laundering and bribery
cases rife despite gov’t efforts

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Experts have 
estimated that real estate exhibition 
cases involving money laundering 
amount to two billion dinars. Despite 
the government’s proactive measures 
to combat this issue and its efforts to 
dismantle many corruption networks, 
significant challenges remain.

The ongoing reform campaign and 
strict enforcement of laws have led to 
the exposure of many individuals and 
groups exploiting legal loopholes for 
financial crimes. 

The government is committed to 
uncovering the remaining corrupt en-
tities and their associates, who often 
disguise their activities under various 
legal and political facades.

Experts and legal analysts have 
highlighted the severe impact of mon-
ey laundering on public funds and pri-
vate sector victims. They have called 
for tighter control over both suspi-
cious and non-suspicious companies 
to curb this rampant corruption.

The role of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah has 
been praised for effectively imple-
menting the vision of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Mishaal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled in addressing cor-
ruption, theft of public funds, and 
money laundering in Kuwait.

Ali Al-Attar, a lawyer specializing 
in money laundering cases, high-
lighted ongoing challenges in enforc-
ing judicial rulings related to tracking 
and recovering funds. 

He pointed to significant cases 
like the insurance fraud involving 

laundering money to the relatives of 
the accused and the Malaysian Fund 
case, along with recent issues such 
as fraud in Iraqi taxes by individuals 
with dual nationality. 

Al-Attar emphasized that major 
thefts, including those of Kuwaiti 
oil tankers, occurred even before the 
enactment of the Money Laundering 
Law, raising questions about the ef-
fectiveness of legal measures in pre-
venting and addressing such crimes.

Al-Attar highlighted that while the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
permits Kuwaiti citizens to establish 
private companies, some individuals 
with malicious intentions have ex-
ploited this opportunity. 

They have turned these compa-
nies into tools for embezzling funds 
through fictitious entities, which 
serve as fronts for money laundering 
in Kuwait. Many of those convicted 
in money laundering cases were in-
volved with such fictitious compa-
nies, which facilitated their evasion 
of accountability.

Al-Attar noted a concerning trend 
where fraudsters use legal loopholes 
to defraud citizens in real estate 
deals. Kuwaiti laws require that citi-
zens own at least 51% of a company 
at its inception, with a non-Kuwaiti 
often appointed as the company’s 
manager. 

When these companies open bank 
accounts, they are managed by the 
actual beneficiaries, who later exploit 
the funds. Once fraud is discovered, 
the non-Kuwaiti managers flee the 
country, leaving the Kuwaiti owner 
to face the consequences. 

Continued on Page 5

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Accord-
ing to informed sources, the Min-
ister of Social Affairs, Family and 
Childhood Affairs and the Minis-
ter of State for Youth Affairs Dr. 
Amthal Al-Huwailah has issued a 
decision to form a strategic inven-
tory follow-up team headed by the 

Acting Assistant Undersecretary 
for the Cooperative Sector Ahmad 
Fareej Al-Enezi with a representa-
tive of the Union of Consumer Co-
operative Societies and a number 
of officials and supervisors in the 
ministry as members.

They explained that the main 
tasks of the team include moni-
toring the strategic inventory in 

Al-Mutairi

Continued on Page 5
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Fajr  ........ 03:43
Sunrise ..  05:11
Zohr .......  11:54

Asr .......... 15:30
Maghrib .. 18:37
Isha  ........ 20:02

 Prayer Timings Expected weather for next 24 hrs:
By Day: Very hot and relatively 

humid over coastal areas with 
light to moderate northwesterly 
wind, with speeds of 08-35 km/h 
and some high clouds will appear.

By Night: Hot to rather hot 
with light to moderate north-
westerly wind, with speeds of 
10-32 km/h.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 47 36

Kuwait Airport 47 30
Abdaly 47 30
Jahra 48 32
Salmiyah 44 36
Jal Aliyah 46 30
Nuwaisib 45 32
Wafra 47 29

Weather 

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https://meta.e.gov.kw/En/

HH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister send similar greetings

HH the Amir congratulates Bolivia and Jamaica on national days
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable 
of congratulations on Tuesday to the 
President of the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia, Luis Alberto Arce Catacora, 
on his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir 
wished him good health and well-be-
ing, extending wishes of progress and 
prosperity to Bolivia and its people. 

His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent a cable of congratulations 
to President Luis Alberto Arce Cata-
cora, on his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the 

Crown Prince wished him good health 
and well-being.

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah sent a cable of congratulations to 
President Luis Alberto Arce Catacora, on 
his country’s National Day. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, Tuesday, a 
cable to Governor-General of Jamaica 
Patrick Linton Allen, congratulating 
him on the occasion of his country’s 
National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir 
wished the Jamaican leader good health 
and wellness, and Jamaica and its people 
further progress and prosperity.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled sent a congratu-
latory cable to Governor-General Pat-

rick Linton Allen on the occasion of 
his country’s National Day, wishing 
him good health and wellness. 

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah sent a cable 
to Governor-General Patrick Linton 

Allen, congratulating him on the 
occasion of his country’s National 
Day.

HH Amir offers condolences to Pakistan on victims of heavy rains
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent Tues-
day a cable of condolences to Presi-
dent of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari on 
the tragic loss of life and widespread 
damage to property caused by heavy 
rains.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir 
expressed sincere condolences over 
fatalities, wished speedy recovery for 
the injured and for Pakistan to over-
come the repercussions of this natural 
disaster.

Meanwhile, His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled 

Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent a cable of 
condolences to President Asif Ali 
Zardari on the tragic loss of life and 
widespread damage to property caused 
by heavy rains.

In the cable, His Highness the 
Crown Prince expressed his condo-
lences over the victims and wished 

speedy recovery for the injured. 
Also, His Highness the Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah sent Tuesday a cable 
of condolences to President Asif Ali 
Zardari on the tragic loss of life due to 
heavy rains in several provinces of the 
country.

Al-Anba photo
Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Hamoud Jaber during his meeting with the Head of the 
UN-Habitat Mission to Kuwait, Dr. Amira Al-Hassan, and the Deputy Head of the 

Mission, Qusai Al-Duaij.

Sheikh Hamoud receives UN-Habitat chief

Afforestation initiatives enhance 
environmental situation, achieve 
sustainable dev – Ahmadi gov
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Ahmadi Gov-
ernor Sheikh Hamoud Jaber Al-Ahmad ex-
pressed appreciation for the efforts exerted by 
the United Nations Human Settlements Pro-
gram (UN-Habitat) mission in Kuwait and the 
Arabian Gulf for collaborating with relevant 
authorities to achieve sustainable development 
and improve environmental conditions through 
initiatives that focus on afforestation, greenery, 
and planting native plants in desert areas to 
combat desertifi cation, reports Al-Anba daily.

He said this during his meeting with the Head 
of the United Nations Human Settlements Pro-
gram (UN-Habitat) mission in Kuwait and the 
Arabian Gulf Dr. Amira Al-Hassan, and Deputy 
Head of the mission Qusai Al-Duaij.

The meeting took place on Monday at 
the governor’s offi ce in the General Diwan 
of the Ahmadi Governorate, during which 
they reviewed several projects implemented 
through collaboration between UN-Habitat 
and various governmental and civil society 
bodies and institutions in the past.

They discussed the need to preserve the heri-
tage identity of Ahmadi City by rehabilitating 

and developing several historical buildings, 
such as the old Ahmadi Market and Ahmadi 
Cinema. This effort involves collaboration be-
tween the governorate, the National Council 
for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL), and 
the Kuwait Oil Company (KOC).

The governor emphasized the importance 
of combining efforts with relevant authori-
ties to achieve this goal.

Meanwhile, Dr. Amira Al-Hassan affi rmed 
that the program aims to assist the governorates 
in achieving sustainable development goals by 
offering scientifi c and practical expertise. This 
includes implementing diverse initiatives, ac-
tivities, and specifi c projects that align with lo-
cal strategies and plans.

She said the UN-Habitat programs are 
prepared to collaborate with the Ahmadi 
Governorate on multiple fronts. This in-
cludes expanding the “Kuwait Plants” 
campaign at the environmental level and or-
ganizing community activities to foster sus-
tainable green cities. Additionally, support 
is extended to Ahmadi City in its aspiration 
to become a healthy city.

Other Voices

Sacrifices & slaughtering of livestock
By Ahmed alsarraf

 

The Muslims, Jews, Hindus, Sikhs, and 
others have their own ways of slaugh-

tering livestock. Although the majority of 
Hindus are vegetarians, there are groups 
that consume meat, and they follow tradi-
tional methods of slaughter, through spe-
cific rituals. Sikhs, 
who usually avoid 
the slaughter of 
others, prefer meat 
that is slaughtered 
in their own way, 
and these practices 
are rooted in their 
religious and cul-
tural traditions and 
beliefs.

 Jews have their 
own slaughtering 
rituals, known as 
the “shehita” or “shehita kosher,” which 
follow specifi c laws in their law, requir-
ing a trained person known as a “shehi-
ta” to perform the slaughter. The person 
must use a knife with certain specifi ca-
tions, and the slaughter must be carried 
out under supervision such as checking 
the animal after it is slaughtered to en-
sure that there are no defects that might 
make the meat non-kosher or halal. Fi-
nally, drying or removing the blood.

 As for the rituals followed by Mus-
lims, they are known as “halal slaugh-
ter,” and is carried out according to the 
following rules -- intention of slaughter-
ing must be dedicated to God; use of a 
sharp and clean knife;  the method or 
manner of slaughtering; the slaughterer 
must utter the words ‘In the name of 
God... God is Great’ before slaughter-
ing the animal and the animal must be 
left alone until most of its blood has 
drained.

 In a note by the well-known writer 
Dr. Khaled Montaser, he says that three 
Islamic fatwas have generated and 
continue to generate imaginary sums 
of money for specifi c parties, most of 
whom are religious, exceeding 3 trillion 
dollars annually. He did not provide 
any sources for that information, and 
that this is called “halal trade,” meaning 
slaughtering livestock and poultry in the 
Islamic way, or the way of the Quraysh.

 The second-ranked fatwa is the fatwa 
of some “Islamic banks,” which rely on 
a weak and disputed legal interpretation 
that considers bank “interest” to be a 

type of “usury”! The third fatwa, which 
generates several billion more, is the 
fatwa prohibiting the use of alcohol in 
medicines, perfumes, and disinfectants, 
and prohibiting any amount, no matter 
how small, of pork fat in food products. 

These fatwas or opinions have led 
the consumer to search for the (halal) 
product, even if it is more expensive 
and of lower quality, at the expense of 
the better, cheaper, and health-proven 
product!”

 The halal merchant does not need 
to compete as long as these fatwas be-
come a weapon in his hand, enabling 
him to sell any product, no matter how 
bad it is, and to overcome any compet-
ing product, no matter how good it is. 
The phrase “halal” that we fi nd today 
on many products is perhaps the biggest 
sign of commercial fraud currently.

 In non-Muslim countries, such as 
Brazil and Australia, which are the 
world’s largest exporters of poultry 
and livestock, which we were unable to 
provide for ourselves, there are offi cial 
bodies affi liated with those countries 
that supervise the halal slaughter pro-
cess. 

However, over time, unoffi cial bod-
ies succeeded in imposing themselves 
on them, in cooperation with power-
ful Arab and Islamic countries, which 
at the time refused to import any meat 
from those countries unless it was ac-
companied by certifi cates from these 
private bodies, which are basically af-
fi liated with well-known religious par-
ties, proving that the slaughter was done 
in a correct Islamic manner. 

It is worth noting that issuing those 
certifi cates costs the exporting countries 
huge sums that go to the accounts of 
those parties. 

This is done despite the fact that the 
regulatory bodies can carry out the task 
of supervising the slaughter in the best 
possible way, especially since a high 
percentage of their populations are 
Muslims.

Importing countries, like us, can save 
a lot of the cost of slaughtered livestock 
and poultry by canceling the certifi cates 
of religious parties, but “business” and 
“halal profi t” require otherwise.

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

Authorities report surge in food 
poisoning cases, 5 eateries shut

PAFN team collects food, water samples for testing

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 
6: According to in-
formed sources, health 
authorities have re-
ported a recent increase 
in complaints and cases 
of food poisoning.

The Ministry of Health’s 
Preventive Health Depart-
ment and the Public Author-
ity for Food and Nutrition 
(PAFN) received reports 
about poisoning cases in 
five different food establish-
ments. Consequently, these 
establishments were closed, 
and necessary legal and pre-
cautionary measures were 
taken against their owners.

Upon receiving the reports, 
food inspection teams from 
PAFN and the Preventive 
Health Department immediately 
conducted raids on the estab-
lishments. They collected food 
and water samples for testing. 
The establishments will remain 
closed until the test results con-
firm the safety of the food.

The sources explained that 
when complaints are received 
via the Hotline No. 1807770 or 
on PAFN website, or through 
the Preventive Health Depart-
ment, specialized teams from 
both authorities immediately 
visit the facility. They inspect 
the facility’s documents, fo-
cusing on compliance with 
Ministerial Resolutions No. 
20/2017 and 25/2017 regard-
ing licenses and food control 
regulations.

If violations are found, such 
as non-compliance in terms of 
licenses, health certificates, or 
other regulations, citations are 
issued.

In cases where reconciliation 
is not possible, such as the pres-
ence of insects or distribution of 
food unfit for human consump-
tion, the facilities are closed, af-
ter the violations are reported to 
the Public Prosecution.

After conducting the initial 
inspection, the sample receiv-
ing department at PAFN col-
lects samples of water and food. 
Simultaneously, the Preven-
tive Health Department gathers 
samples from the workers at the 
facility to compare them with 
recorded cases of poisoning. 
Typically, the facility remains 
closed until the sample results 
are obtained.

These samples are labeled 
‘Urgent’ upon arrival at the 
Ministry of Health’s laborato-
ries to expedite the results. If the 
samples test positive, the facility 
is closed and marked with a red 
sticker bearing the authority’s 
seal.

Regarding penalties, the 
sources said the penalties 
commence with issuance of 
violation reports, followed by 
closure and imposition of fines 
ranging from KD 500 to KD 
50,000.

They indicated that the fa-
cilities usually request a tem-
porary administrative reopen-
ing to rectify the violations. 
Subsequently, inspection 
teams revisit the facility to 
collect samples again. Once 
the safety of water and food is 
confirmed, the facility can re-
open, but will be subjected to 
continued inspection tours.

His Excellency Dr. Nayef Al-Hajraf in a group photo during the inaugural charity gala dinner.

Event brings together 150 global financial leaders

PAM’s new deals and MoUs to address labor shortages

His Excellency Dr. Al-Hajraf delivers keynote speech
and receives Goodfellow Award at SWFI charity gala

High-level talks to increase Filipino domestics recruitment

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Sover-
eign Wealth Fund Institute (SWFI) 
and the Guild of Investment Man-
agers (GIM) recently hosted their 
inaugural charity gala dinner at 
Haberdashers’ Hall in London. 
The event, part of SWFI’s Global 
Wealth Conference, brought togeth-
er 150 global fi nancial leaders from 
around the world, including govern-
ment offi cials and esteemed fi gures 
from the fi nance sector.

Lakshmi Narayanan, Chairman 
of SWFI, commented: “We are 
delighted to bring together such 
esteemed guests for this important 
cause. Dr. Al-Hajraf’s insights and 
his receipt of the Goodfellow Award 
highlight the caliber of expertise 
and leadership in our industry.”

His Excellency Dr. Nayef Falah 
Al-Hajraf, former Secretary Gen-
eral of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(2020-23) and Minister of Finance 
and Chairman of the Kuwait Invest-
ment Authority (2017-19), delivered 
the evening’s keynote speech. In his 
address, Dr. Al-Hajraf highlighted the 
growing attractiveness of the GCC in 
drawing global investments.

Following his insightful talk, Dr. 
Al-Hajraf was honored with the 
Goodfellow Award for his excep-
tional contributions to international 
fi nancial cooperation and leadership 

in the sovereign wealth fund sector. 
This prestigious accolade, presented 
annually, recognizes individuals 
who have demonstrated outstanding 
commitment to advancing global fi -
nancial understanding and collabo-
ration.

Alderman Robert Hughes-Pen-
ney, representing the Lord Mayor 
of London, remarked, “Events like 
these underscore the importance 
of investing in human capital for 
our future.” The gala dinner, held 
in partnership with the Invest-

ment Managers’ Charitable Trust 
(IMCT), aimed to raise funds for 
bursaries supporting young individ-
uals from diverse backgrounds en-
tering the investment management 
industry.

This event marks the begin-
ning of a partnership between 
SWFI, GIM, and IMCT, creating 
pathways for the next generation 
of leaders in investment manage-
ment while recognizing current 
leaders through accolades like the 
Goodfellow Award.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Director 
of the International Relations De-
partment at the Public Authority 
for Manpower (PAM) Jaber Al-
Ali has confi rmed the implemen-
tation of three agreements about 
domestic workers and the signing 
of 21 memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) in the private 
sector, while 44 MoUs between 
the domestic labor and private 
sectors are in the negotiation stage 
and will be signed soon, reports 
Al-Rai daily.

This is part of the report pre-
sented by Al-Akhbar Channel 
entitled, “The Domestic Labor 
Crisis between Increased De-
mand and Lack of Options,’ dur-
ing which it hosted Al-Ali and 
asked for the opinion of citizens 
about the domestic labor file 

that burdens families from time 
to time.

Regarding the Filipino work-
ers, Al-Ali disclosed “a high-level 
meeting with the Filipino side was 
held recently under the chairman-
ship of First Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Minister of Defense and 
Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousuf 
Al-Sabah. We set several main 
points in this regard. I had a dia-
logue with the representatives 
of the Philippine Embassy and 
everything is going well. I be-
lieve that requests to hire Filipino 
domestic workers have reached 
some domestic labor recruitment 
offi ces.”

On allowing domestic workers 
to transfer to the private sector, 
provided they have been work-
ing for their current employer for 

at least one year; Al-Ali pointed 
out that the regulatory decisions 
issued in this regard take into ac-
count all the concerned parties -- 
employers and workers.

He explained that Ministerial 
Resolution No. 6/2024 was issued 
after the inspection campaigns 
carried out by the Inspection De-
partment at PAM, indicating this 
is complementary to the grace pe-
riod previously given to violators 
of the Residency and Labor laws 
to legalize their status or leave 
the country. He said the current 
employer’s approval is the main 
requirement for domestic workers 
to transfer to the private sector, 
adding that the other conditions 
include at least one year in service 
under the current employer and 
the specifi ed fees.

H.E Dr. Al-Hajraf being honored with the Goodfellow Award.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait ... 34 years later, remembering resistance and int’l success
“ALTHOUGH with every anniversary 
of the brutal Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
I recall painful and bitter events, I al-
ways feel proud that we went through 
this harsh experience and succeeded in 
overcoming it with steadfastness and 
unbreakable Kuwaiti determination,” 
columnist Asrar 
Jowhar Hayat 
wrote for Al-Qa-
bas daily.

“As a citizen, 
my family re-
mained in Ku-
wait throughout 
the brutal occu-
pation, and I did 
not leave. I was a 
keen follower, in 
the heat of youth, 
of every event re-
lated to the invasion, starting with the 
efforts of the wise leadership to restore 
Kuwait, and ending with the resistance, 
passing through the efforts of our young 
men and women abroad in demonstra-
tions and protests, and their managing 
of cooperative societies, bakeries, and 
others.

“As a writer, I am very keen to write 
an article on this painful anniversary, 
because this experience represents a 
lesson to be learned, and perhaps the 
most prominent of these lessons is our 
presence in the international arena and 
our activity in international forums. It is 
no secret if we say that if it were not for 
this international Kuwaiti activity, we 
might have reached a stage that could 
have dire consequences, God forbid.

“The Security Council and the Unit-
ed Nations bear witness to how active 
the Kuwaitis, leadership and people, 
were. Indeed, Kuwait was able, in the 
invasion fi le, to activate all the resolu-
tions of the Security Council and the 
United Nations, to mobilize votes and 
to work as active cells continuously, to 
gain support and votes in its interest. 

“The result of these efforts was that 
the entire world stood by Kuwait, sup-
ported it and backed it in its legitimate 
right, so we regained Kuwait with our 
international activity, our usual diplo-
macy and our presence in international 
forums.

“Today, as I remember this painful 
anniversary, which carries feelings of 
pride at the same time, I am fully con-
fi dent that we still have the energy and 
international standing that enables us to 
be a major player in the Gulf, Arab, and 
regional level and perhaps even global 
issues and fi les. 

“The accumulation of our diplomatic 
experiences, the accumulation of our 
international efforts, and our presence 
in international forums, throughout the 
past years, give us the suffi cient legacy 
and energy necessary to continue our 
usual diplomatic role. 

“If 34 years ago we were able to sup-
press a brutal occupation and activate 
all the provisions and resolutions of the 
Security Council, today we will be able 
to play important roles on the interna-
tional level, as we are a country that 
calls for peace and is always willing to 
bring viewpoints closer together.

“In conclusion, as I always remem-
ber on this anniversary, I record my 
rejection of those who call the invasion 
the Saddamist invasion, as it was an Ira-
qi invasion, in addition to my constant 
call to the Ministry of Education to 
document the events of the invasion in 
its curricula, and to include more stories 
of resistance, as what we went through 
is diffi cult to forget.”

Also:
“The throne of the coming world ... is 

what the American writer and poet Al-
bert Pike talked about in his letter dated 
1871. This military leader, who today 
has the most beautiful statue represent-
ing him in the most powerful country 
in the world, did not come out of no-
where,” columnist Fakhri Hashim 
Al-Sayed Rajab wrote for Al-Qabas 
daily.

“Yes, he left an important document 
that accurately tells about a plan that 
was fully implemented until the world 
reached its current reality today. As for 
the details of Albert Pike’s plan, as re-
searchers called it, they say: ‘We have 
more than two hundred years to imple-
ment the plan’... A fi rst, second, and 
third world war in which the decisive 
factor will be, and according to what 
was detailed in the document, every-
thing it contained has been fully imple-
mented. 

“The goal of the First World War 
was to allow the so-called Illuminati (a 
sect of 16th-century Spanish heretics 
who claimed special religious enlight-
enment) to overthrow the rule of the 
Tsars in Russia, and make that region 
a stronghold of the atheistic communist 
movement, and then transform Russia 
from a Christian state to an atheist state, 
and then use communism as a doctrine 
to destroy other governments and de-
stroy religions.

“The Second World War aims to 
pave the way for differences between 
the Fascists and the political Zionist 
movement, to end in destruction, and 
to expand the authority of political Zi-
onism, so that the latter can establish a 
Jewish state in Palestine. 

“Likewise, Communism must be 
supported until it reaches a stage where 
its strength is equal to the totality of the 
Christian world, and then work must be 
done to stop it at this point, so that work 
can begin to implement the third stage 
(i.e. the Third World War). 

“The plan requires that a confl ict 

arises, incited by the ‘Illuminati’, be-
tween Zionism, represented by Israel, 
and the Islamic world, and that these 
wars be directed and managed, so that 
the Islamic world and Zionism destroy 
each other, while at the same time other 
peoples divided over this issue fi ght 
each other, until everyone reaches a 
state of extreme weakness, to complete 
exhaustion physically, mentally, spir-
itually, and even economically.

“Then the work begins on the stage 
of division into small states that fi ght 
until death, and the search for world 
peace begins as a fi nal solution for sal-
vation. Then they will fi nd no way out 
except to resort to a new world order, 
based on the principle of “single gov-
ernment,” which is the order that we 
have prepared, and the words here are 
from Albert Pike.

“Yes, we will work to cause a general 
humanitarian catastrophe, showing its 
endless ugliness to all nations. On the 
other hand, we will unleash destructive 
atheistic movements, and major bloody 
results will appear, after which there 
will be a general reaction as a result of 
the state of confusion among everyone, 
Muslims, Christians, and others. And 
the period will become ripe for inte-
grating everyone.. This talk is not only 
important, but it is literally the plan and 
it is being implemented.

“Do you think the recent war be-
tween the Zionists and the Palestinians 
will lead to the demise of the entity 
state? And will the Israeli existence end 
in demise?

“The entity state has actually begun 
bombing Lebanon in a calculated man-
ner, preceded by a massacre in the Syr-
ian Golan Heights, and things are head-
ing towards an explicit escalation, and 
the resistance will certainly respond, 
but in a disciplined manner that avoids 
escalation. What do you think could 
happen if Hezbollah used the destruc-
tive weapons it now possesses?

“What I see is that the operation will 
be short and will end with a truce, but 
I have become certain that only Divine 
force will is capable of arranging the af-
fairs of this amazing planet and its chil-
dren, as everyone, and with evidence, 
was a hostage to a deliberate plan that 
brought the world to what it is. Let 
God’s will be the strongest, so that we 
may survive.”

❑      ❑      ❑

“Much discussion revolves around 
human relations, with reputable institu-
tions often emphasizing the importance 
of respect, effective communication, and 
attentive listening between leaders and 
their subordinates,” columnist Dr. Turki 
Al-Azemi wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“According to Hofstede’s studies, 
Kuwaiti society has been classifi ed as 
far-reaching, which means offi cials of-
ten do not encourage questioning, and 
communication with them can be chal-
lenging.

“Dickson and Den Hartog say, “To 
gain the respect of peers and subordi-
nates, and to maintain self-respect, it 
is particularly important for offi cials to 
maintain their image or status.”

“The perception and status of offi -
cials are often shaped by direct inter-
actions. Many participants in doctoral 
studies emphasized the importance of 
certain essential qualities in an offi cial 
when interacting with subordinates. 
These qualities include:

“The image and status here appear 
through direct contact with the offi cials. 
Many participants in doctoral studies 
stressed on the necessity of some vital 
qualities in the personality of the offi -
cial when dealing with his subordinates. 
These include honesty, communication 
and listening skills, and respect.

“The study concluded that in Kuwaiti 
society, both institutionally and among 
individuals and civil society institu-
tions, analysis revealed that one of the 
most crucial qualities an offi cial must 
possess is earning the respect of those 
they work with. Without this, effective 
collaboration and attentive listening be-
come exceedingly challenging.

“Regardless of your position within 
your institutions, ministries, or groups, 
your self-respect should compel you to 
consider what the study has concluded. 
Does the speaker exhibit the essential 
quality of respect? Your own self-
respect sets the tone for how you treat 
others, a principle emphasized in the 
teachings of our religion.

“That is why Allah the Almighty 
said, ‘So by the mercy of Allah, you are 
gentle with them. And if you had been 
rude and harsh in heart, they would 
have disbanded from around you.’

“In an era rife with rumors, I believe 
it is imperative for us to seek counsel 
and engage in dialogue with wise indi-
viduals of experience and distinguished 
knowledge, placing our trust in Allah.

“In conclusion, respect, honesty, 
communication skills, and listening 
skills are qualities that, when possessed 
by an individual - whether an offi cial 
or an ordinary person - make them a 
source of love, appreciation, and re-
spect among their followers or listeners.

“However, if malice prevails and 
major responsibilities are delegated 
to inexperienced young people who 
lack good communication and listen-
ing skills as well as honesty, then it is 
natural for ‘impudence’ to become a 
prevailing characteristic. Allah is the 
source of our help.”

– Compiled by PFX Fernandes and 
Mahmoud Ateyieh

Asrar Hayat

MoI photo

Narcotic substances seized during the raid.

Narcotic substances seized during prison raid

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

Acting on instructions from Major Gener-
al Abdullah Safah, Assistant Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Interior for Spe-
cial Security Affairs, the Special Forces 
conducted a raid on the central prison. 

During the operation, the men in 

uniform seized mobile phones, sharp 
objects and narcotic substances and 
those involved have been handed over 
to the competent authorities.

This raid is part of ongoing security 
campaigns aimed at eliminating narcot-
ics and prohibited substances from the 
central prison and implementing mea-
sures to prevent their entry.

Two expats get 5-yr jail, KD 149K
fine for stealing KD 49K in goods

Case filed to cancel decision on fingerprinting

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Criminal Court has 
sentenced two Egyptian accountants in charge 
of the family supplies section at the Ministry of 
Defense Supermarket to five years in prison and 
fined them KD149,000 for stealing goods worth 
KD49,000 in 2021 that they sold in external mar-
kets before escaping from the country.

The Legal Committee confirmed in its report to the 
Public Prosecution that it discovered the embezzlement 
committed by the two defendants; hence, it demanded 
for their punishment and for them to return the embez-
zled amount (value of the stolen goods).

The supermarket’s management sought legal assistance 
after the CCTV recordings proved the theft of goods. After 
examining the activities of the defendants, it was found that 
they also forged the signature of a company representative on 
a returned document for goods from the supermarket.

It was revealed that the two employees took the goods from 
the supermarket and sold them outside the supermarket during 
the corona pandemic.

❑      ❑      ❑

Case fi led to cancel fi ngerprint decision: Lawyer Mo-
hammed Al-Ansari revealed that a case has been fi led for the 
cancellation of the decision taken by the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) to implement an additional fi ngerprint process 
to verify employee attendance at the workplace, a decision that 
came into effect last Sunday.

In a press statement, Lawyer Al-Ansari said the outcome of the 
case is known in advance because it is an organizational matter.

He stressed that there are several inquiries that can only be 
addressed through the Administrative Court.

Lawyer Al-Ansari indicated that he will request the con-
cerned authorities to provide the CVs of the committee mem-
bers who devised the plan for implementing the additional 
fi ngerprint system.

He said he wondered whether a comprehensive vision had 
been developed based on a serious actual study, indicating that 
the fi ngerprint system would enhance employee motivation, 
reduce negligence, increase productivity, and provide other 
pertinent information that employees have the right to know 
regarding this decision.

❑      ❑      ❑

12 abandoned cars seized: The Public Relations Depart-
ment at Kuwait Municipality has confi rmed the impounding of 
12 abandoned cars and the issuance of 39 warnings for other 
abandoned vehicles in Shuwaikh Industrial Area, reports Al-
Jarida daily.

In addition, the department disclosed in a press statement 
that the fi eld teams of the public sanitation and road occupancy 
departments in various governorates continue to intensify their 
inspection efforts to uncover and address violations against 
regulations on public sanitation and road occupancy.  It also 
affi rmed that the role of supervisory bodies in enforcing the 
Municipality laws has been activated.

Director of the Public Sanitation and Road Occupancy De-
partment at the Capital Municipality branch Faisal Al-Otaibi 
explained that the intensifi ed inspection efforts are aimed at 
uncovering violations in order to take legal measures against 
those proven to have violated the regulations.  

He added the inspection team in his department is keen on 
improving the level of cleanliness in areas under their respon-
sibility, as well as removing everything that distorts the aes-
thetic view in the entire governorate.

❑      ❑      ❑

MoJ to entertain visitors on Wednesdays: The Ministry 
of Justice has announced that every Wednesday will be dedi-
cated to the Undersecretary of the Ministry for receiving indi-
viduals who wish to present their complaints and suggestions, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This initiative aims to develop the work within the Minis-
try. The reception will take place from 9 am to 12 noon at the 
Ministries Complex.

Temporary road closure
Public Authority for Roads and Land Transport 
(PART) has announced the  temporary closure of 
the Daiya exit on the Third Ring Road in the direc-
tion of Cairo Street to complete the final layer of 
asphalt, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The complete closure will be from 11 pm on 
Friday, Aug 9, until 10 am on Saturday, August 
10, and the full opening will take place the same 
evening.

❑      ❑      ❑

Fire engulfs vehicles: Fire engulfed a num-
ber of vehicles on a dirt lot in Hawally without 
causing injuries or loss of lives, reports Al-Anba 
daily. 

Firefighting teams were dispatched to the loca-
tion immediately after the Operations Unit at Ku-
wait Fire Force (KFF) received information about 
the fire incident.

In a related development, KFF organized semi-
nars at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
Central Bank of Kuwait, Kuwait Municipality and 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation. 

Bank account theft
cases resurfaces, 3 
new cases reported
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Bank 
account theft cases have resur-
faced with three new cases reg-
istered at Northwest Sulaibikhat 
Police Station under the title, 
‘Bank Document Forgery’, re-
ports Al-Anba daily.

It remains unknown whether 
the victims responded to calls 
from gangs asking them to up-
date their bank card informa-
tion or their bank balances were 
stolen under different circum-
stances. 

One of the victims, a female 
citizen, said she found that her 
bank account had zero balance 
after communicating with the 
bank. She revealed the amount 
KD900 was deposited into her 
account and then withdrawn 
immediately, along with what-
ever money she had in the 
account; indicating she lost 
KD440. 

According to a security 
source, another citizen was sur-
prised when he received mes-
sages from a local bank he is 
dealing with, as one of the mes-
sages stated his balance of about 
KD330 turned into zero; while 
one more citizen disclosed that 
his entire balance of KD335 was 
stolen.

The source has reiterated his 
call for citizens and expatriates 
to refrain from responding to 
gangs impersonating bank em-
ployees and requesting to up-
date their data.He stressed that 
the Ministry of Interior and any 
bank neither request customer 
data nor contact customers by 
telephone to update their bank 
cards.  He advised everyone to 
avoid logging into unknown 
websites or clicking suspicious 
links, as these links allow gangs 
to view the entire banking data 
of customers.

DGCA ends assignments of 
dozens of ‘shift’ employees

By Mohammed Al Musleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Directorate-General of Civil 
Aviation has decided to terminate the assignments of dozens of 
employees working on a shift system, effective from the begin-
ning of next September.

Informed sources told Al-Seyassah that the Audit Bureau 
recently advised the DGCA to halt the assignment of certain 
employees to the shift system, citing a misalignment between 
their educational qualifications and the nature of their admin-
istrative roles. 

The assignment system requires employees to have specific 
technical specializations.

The sources revealed that the shift system had been previ-
ously exploited to provide financial incentives, with some 
administrative employees being assigned to shifts to obtain 
allowances despite their work not aligning with shift system 
requirements.

It was noted that some employees in administrative posi-
tions were receiving both a shift allowance and a civil aviation 
cadre allowance, amounting to approximately 280 dinars for a 
fourth-grade employee. These financial benefits are not com-
monly available in many other government agencies.

❑      ❑      ❑

The Public Relations and Security Media Department of the 
Directorate-General of Fire Department said firemen acting on 
information rushed to Ali Sabah Al-Salem area and put out fire 
to a vehicle which was parked in front of a house, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The fire also destroyed a tent which was pitched nearby.

PART photo

Aerial view of the road closure.

CSC mandates work ID 
display for employees
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Civil Service Commission has 
mandated that all its employees must visibly display their work 
IDs during official working hours starting September 1. This 
directive, communicated through a circular obtained by Al-
Anba, requires employees without a work ID to submit a per-
sonal photo and a copy of their civil ID to the Administrative 
Affairs Department, reports Al-Anba daily . 

Issued by Undersecretary for Financial and Administrative 
Affairs Salah Khaled Al-Saqabi, the circular states that an ID 
holder will be provided to each employee following memos 
sent to relevant departments.
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Real estate market sees signifi cant
surge in property deals and values

22% rise in July transactions

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: 
According to statistics is-
sued by the Real Estate 
Brokers Union concerning 
real estate transactions in 
July, there was an increase 
in the value of real estate 
transactions by 22 percent 
and the number of proper-
ties by 46 percent in July 
compared to June.

The total value of real estate 
transactions in July was about KD 
385.5 million compared to KD 
316.4 million in June. The number 
of properties in July was 472 com-
pared to 323 properties in June.

The statistics showed that the 
residential sector led in both the 
value and number of real estate 
transactions, comprising 39 per-
cent of the total trading value and 
71 percent of the total number of 
properties.

The investment sector ranked 
second with 30 percent in trading 
value and 24 percent in property 
numbers. The commercial sector 
secured third place with 17 percent 
in trading value and 2.5 percent in 
property numbers. Other transac-
tions accounted for 14 percent of 
the trading value and 2.5 percent of 
the number of transactions.

The statistics also showed an 
increase in the value of real estate 
transactions in the residential sector 
by 42 percent and an increase in the 
number of transactions by 55 per-
cent in July compared to June. The 
value of transactions reached KD 
151.5 million with 337 properties 
compared to KD 107 million with 

218 properties last month.
Sabah Al-Ahmad Marine City 

came first with about 17 percent, 
followed by Al-Masayel with 
about nine percent of the total val-
ue of transactions in the residential 
sector.

Sabah Al-Ahmad Marine City 
accounts for approximately 38 
percent of the land transactions in 
the residential sector. There was 
a notable increase of about three 
percent in the value of real estate 
transactions in the investment sec-
tor and a 35 percent rise in the 
number of transactions from June 
to July. Transactions totaled KD 
115.5 million across 113 proper-
ties, compared to KD 112 million 
involving 84 properties the previ-
ous month.

In terms of distribution, Salmiya 
led with approximately 25 percent 
of the total transaction value in the 
investment sector, followed by Ha-
wally with 22 percent. Meanwhile, 
Mahboula accounted for approxi-
mately 30 percent of the total num-
ber of apartment transactions in this 
sector.

In the commercial sector, there 
was a notable decline of 30 percent 
in trading value and 42 percent in 
the number of transactions from 
June to July. This month, real estate 
trading amounted to KD 65.9 mil-
lion across 11 properties, compared 
to KD 93.7 million involving 19 
properties in June.

Salmiya remained at the fore-
front with approximately 38 per-
cent of the total trading value in 
the sector, followed by Kuwait City 
with around 19 percent. Sabah Al-
Ahmad Sea City represented 67 
percent of the total number of land 
transactions in the commercial sec-
tor.

By Abdulrahman Al Shimmari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Minister 
of Education and Minister of Higher 

Education and Scientifi c Research, Dr. 
Adel Al-Adwani, has issued decisions 
to appoint four directors to central de-
partments. 

The appointments include Ab-
dulaziz Al-Sahou as Director of the 
General Services Department, Falah 
Al-Dhafiri as Director of the Human 
Resources Department, Saud Al-Jas-
sar as Director of the Legal Research 
Department, and Badr Al-Anzi as 
Director of the Psychological and 
Social Services Department.

The interview committee for these 
supervisory positions was chaired by 
the Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Education, Mansour Al-Daihani. 
Other members included the Under-
secretary of Educational Activities, the 
Undersecretary of General Education, 
the Undersecretary of Administrative 
and Financial Affairs, and the Under-
secretary of Legal Affairs. 

After completing the interviews, the 
Ministry informed the Civil Service 
Bureau of the results and the candi-
dates who passed, in preparation for 
issuing the secondment decisions for 
each position. These secondments 
typically last for a year before a deci-
sion is made to confi rm the candidates 
in their positions permanently.

Secondments pending for new roles

Minister Al-Adwani appoints 4
directors for key departments

Al Anbaa photo
Hawalli Governor Ali Al-Asfar welcomed Sheikha Suhaila Salem Al-Sabah, the head of the Friends of the Disabled 

Team, along with Dr. Anoud Al-Tayyar, Maha Al-Hamdan, and Wael Al-Huwaider.

Hawalli Governor backs special needs integration
Hawalli Governor Ali Al-Asfar has emphasized his com-
mitment to collaborating on the integration of people 
with special needs into society and ensuring they re-
ceive humanitarian care through exceptional projects, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This statement was made during his meeting with 
Sheikha Suhaila Salem Al-Sabah, Head of the Friends 

of the Disabled Team; Dr. Anoud Al-Tayyar, Technical 
Supervisor at the Ministry of Education; Maha Al-Ham-
dan; and Wael Al-Huwaider. 

During the meeting, Governor Al-Asfar was briefed 
on the team’s key achievements, activities, and 
events, and he praised their efforts in advancing this 
cause.

PADA ups safety
for disabled kids

PAMA organizes
youth workshop

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The acting 
Director General of the Public Author-
ity for the Disabled Affairs (PADA) 
Al-Humaidi Mohammad Al-Mutairi 
revealed that the authority has imple-
mented several precautionary meas-
ures in response to the current political 
events to ensure the safety of children 
with disabilities under its care.

He indicated that an exceptional 
meeting was held with the authority’s 
leaders, directors, supervisors, and 
technicians to review the measures im-
plemented by the departments in this 
regard.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Pub-
lic Authority for Minors Affairs has 
organized a workshop as part of the 
“Successful Youth” event for 2024, 
reports Al-Jarida daily.

This workshop aims to equip 
sponsored youth with the skills 
needed to create impactful projects 
that address societal needs and keep 
pace with modern technological de-
velopments.

Acting Director Tamadur Al-
Omar emphasized the importance 
of this program in preparing par-
ticipants to establish, manage, and 
operate successful projects. 

She highlighted the role of the 
workshop in providing participants 
with up-to-date knowledge and 
skills necessary for navigating con-
temporary technological advance-
ments.

The workshops are being con-
ducted under the guidance of the 
Authority’s team and in collabora-
tion with specialists to ensure com-
prehensive support and relevant 
training for the participants.

Al-Omar reiterated the Authori-
ty’s commitment to offering contin-
uous training and awareness activi-
ties to enhance the capabilities and 
readiness of those under its care for 
future challenges and opportunities.

KUNA photos

Activities during the summer club programs for children.

Activities continue until August 14

NCCAL unveils summer club programs
for children at Kuwait National Library
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6, (KUNA): The Na-
tional Council for Culture, Arts and Letters 
(NCCAL) launched the summer club pro-
grams for children on Sunday, in cooperation 
with the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Gifted-
ness and Creativity - one of the centers of the 
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS) - as part of the 16th Cultural 
Summer Festival.

The “Summer Club” activities continue at 
the Kuwait National Library until August 14 
and include four programs, each lasting for 
two days. In today’s and tomorrow’s pro-
grams, children will learn the principles of 
programming through simple programming 
commands sent to a robot, which moves in 
an interesting and innovative way, and the 
trainee will draw different geometric shapes 
by programming a virtual robot.

In the second program, children will 
learn a digital drawing method based on 3D 
printing technology and how to design and 
implement models, including the Kuwait 
Towers.

The third program is titled “Design a 3D 
Spacecraft,” while the fourth program, titled 
“Electronic Circuits,” covers the basics of 
electronic circuits, their components, and how 
to prepare and build projects related to their 
daily life.

Munira Faisal Al-Balushi, a guardian of 
one of the trainees, told the Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) that she always ensures her 
daughter joins the programs of the Sabah Al-
Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativity, 
especially during the summer vacations, to 
make good use of free time. She noted that 
the programs offered by the center are of great 
benefi t to children.

Interior Ministry launches fl ag reporting via 112
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Interior 
Ministry has announced that the emer-
gency phxqone number 112 is now 
designated for reporting dilapidated 
state fl ags, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Citizens can also photograph these 
fl ags and send them via WhatsApp 
to the Public Relations and Security 
Media Department of the ministry on 

91110999.
This applies to fl ags on both gov-

ernment and private buildings, as well 
as fl ags on roads, to ensure necessary 
measures are taken.

The ministry emphasized the impor-
tance of removing fl ags that do not con-
form to the required specifi cations in 
terms of shape and general appearance.

Protecting and preserving the nation-
al fl ag of Kuwait is a national respon-
sibility shared by society, individuals, 
and institutions.

This directive follows the Council 
of Ministers’ decision to ensure every 
government institution and ministry 
monitors the state of the national fl ag, 
ensuring its quality and proper display.
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MEW delivers 33.4% of non-oil revenue
Expenditures rise to KD 4.057bn

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Ac-
cording to government re-
ports, the Ministry of Elec-
tricity, Water, and Renewable 
Energy contributed 33.4 per-
cent of the total non-oil reve-
nues collected by 34 ministries 
and government agencies dur-
ing the 2023/2024 fi scal year.

The reports explained that dur-
ing the aforementioned fi scal year, 
the ministry garnered total rev-
enues amounting to KD 483.608 
million. This increase in revenue 
can be attributed to the ministry’s 
diverse collection methods for 
debts owed by customers, includ-
ing customer service offi ces across 
various governorates and electron-
ic services available through the 
ministry’s application and website.

Meanwhile, the ministry’s total 
expenditures for the same fiscal year 
reached KD 4.057 billion, accounting 
for 71 percent of the total estimated 
expenditure of KD 4.1 billion. The 
largest portion of the ministry’s bud-
get, amounting to KD 2.9 billion, was 
allocated to goods and services, which 
includes expenses related to oil, gas, 
and other materials used in operating 
power and water production stations.

The rise in expenditures in this catego-
ry was driven by an increase in oil prices 
during the fiscal year, which rose to USD 

KUNA photo
Director General of KUNA, Dr. Fatima Al-Salem, meets with the Secretary-General of the Endowments Secretariat, Amal Al-Dallal.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Min-
istry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
has refuted rumors circulating on 
social media about the potential 
closure of Quran memorization 
centers, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a recent press statement, the 
ministry clarified that it remains 
committed to maintaining all 
Quran memorization centers and 
Islamic studies houses across Ku-
wait’s six governorates.

The ministry acknowledged 
that it is currently working on 
addressing organizational as-
pects related to the assignment 
clause system but emphasized 
that no centers will be closed.

It urged the public to rely on 
official sources for accurate in-
formation and to avoid spread-
ing unverified news, warning 
that those who disseminate false 
information may face legal con-
sequences under the applicable 
publication laws.

Ministry refutes
closure rumors

KUNA and Awqaf to enhance media collaboration
The Director General of KUNA Dr. Fatima Al-Sa-
lem explored on Tuesday with Acting Secretary 
General of Awqaf General Secretariat Amal Al-
Dallal ways to enhance media cooperation to sup-
port endowment activities and projects in Kuwait.

During the meeting, both sides discussed 
ways to benefi t from KUNA’s news services to 

publish about Awqaf’s activites, highlighting their 
impact on society and their role in the country’s 
development.

Al-Salem expressed her appreciation regard-
ing the General Secretariat of Awqaf’s role in 
supporting charitable and development projects 
in Kuwait, stressing KUNA’s full commitment in 

providing all necessary media support to en-
hance these efforts.

For her part, Al-Dallal expressed appreciation 
for the great role that KUNA plays in providing 
media support for the secretariat’s work, stress-
ing its keenness to strengthen cooperation fur-
ther. (KUNA)

84 per barrel, exceeding the estimate of 
USD 70 per barrel in the budget.

The reports also revealed that the 
ministry’s expenses for employee 
compensation totaled KD 740.51 
million during the fiscal year, which 
includes salaries, bonuses, and allow-
ances for employees.

Municipality employees protest allowance cuts
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Kuwait 
Municipality Director General Eng. 
Saud Al-Dabbous had earlier issued 
an administrative decision to stop 
the payment of shift allowance, shift 
bonus and food allowance to 479 
inspectors, engineers and adminis-
trators in the Municipality; prompt-
ing several of those affected by the 
decision to submit a petition against 
the decision, reports Al-Jarida daily 
quoting a source from the Municipal-
ity.

The source stated that about 150 of 
the affected employees are planning 
to submit a joint petition against the 
decision; stressing they are entitled to 
the abovementioned benefi ts as per the 
related documents, especially the in-
spectors in supervisory and engineer-
ing departments.

The source pointed out that about 
KD200 will be deducted from the fi -

Doha East power station temporary
shutdown after ‘high voltage’ surge
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: The Ministry of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable En-
ergy announced that the Doha East 
Power and Water Distillation Station 
went out of service at exactly 1:07 am 
recently, as two main feeders to the 
132 kV network malfunctioned due to 
a voltage surge. One of these feeders 
is connected to the Doha East Power 
and Water Distillation Station, which 
went out of service due to the opera-
tion of the protection systems caused 
by the high voltage, reports Al-Seyas-

sah daily.
The ministry explained this led to 

a minor fire in Unit No. 1 and inside 
the station, confirming the techni-
cal teams at the Doha East Station 
doused the fire that did not lead to 
material and human losses.

It stressed that the station’s shut-
down will neither affect the national 
electricity grid nor result in power out-
age, adding that work is underway to 
gradually operate the station at full 
production capacity.

nancial package of some employees 
due to the decision; indicating this 
will affect the work mechanism, con-

sidering there have been many trans-
fer requests and reluctance to work in 
certain departments.

The CSC emphasized that these 
changes are part of an effort to improve 
government performance and ensure fair 
treatment of employees, as outlined in 
Civil Service Council Resolution No. 6 
of 2024. This resolution amends Article 
No. 10 bis of Civil Service Council Reso-
lution No. 41 of 2006, which pertains to 
offi cial work rules and regulations.

In summary, while the new system 
was intended to enhance attendance 
tracking, the delay in its implementation 
highlights the need for technical adjust-
ments to ensure a smooth transition and 
accurate recording of employee attend-
ance.

Meanwhile, the Civil Service Com-
mission has announced that it will soon 
issue a circular detailing the actual start 
date for implementing the third fi nger-
print requirement and the mechanism 
to be followed, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

This is part of the efforts to enforce 
CSC Resolution No. (6) of 2024, aimed 
at enhancing government performance 
and providing optimal services to citi-
zens. 

The resolution ensures employees’ 
presence during offi cial working hours, 
maintaining the workfl ow in the best pos-
sible manner.

The CSC emphasized that the resolu-
tion is designed to promote job equal-
ity among all employees in government 
agencies. 

The CSC Resolution No. 6 of 2024, 
which adds Article No 10 bis to Civil 
Service Council Resolution No. (41) of 
2006, addresses the rules, provisions, and 
controls of offi cial work.

To implement this decision effec-
tively, the CSC is determining the start 
date and establishing the implementation 
mechanism. 

This includes using smart phone ap-
plications to verify attendance without 
requiring employees to leave their work-
site. 

Third fingerprint
Continued from Page 1

In light of the rising tensions, the U.S. 
State Department has elevated Lebanon 
to “Level 4: Do Not Travel” in its trav-
el advisory, with a particular focus on 
southern Lebanon, the border area with 
Syria, and refugee camps. The U.S. Em-
bassy in Beirut has issued a security alert, 
advising American citizens to secure any 
available fl ights out of the country.

When asked about the possibility of 
evacuating U.S. citizens from Lebanon, 
Miller stated that while there is nothing 
to announce at this time, the U.S. gov-
ernment is preparing for all potential 
scenarios.

Meanwhile, global markets were reel-
ing from a combination of geopolitical 
tensions and economic concerns, with 
Japan’s Nikkei experiencing its most se-
vere drop in 37 years, reports Al-Seyas-
sah daily.

The Boursa Kuwait mirrored the glob-
al downturn, suffering signifi cant losses. 
On a single day, the Boursa Kuwait’s 
market value dropped by 843 million 
dinars, bringing its total losses over the 
past two days to approximately 1.68 bil-
lion dinars. 

The general index fell by 2.03%, or 
143.35 points, closing at 6927.33 points. 
The day’s trading volume included 260.5 
million shares across more than 20,000 
transactions, valued at 65.7 million di-
nars.

The index plummeted by 4,400 points, 
or 12.4%, marking the largest daily de-
cline Tokyo has seen since 1987. This 
dramatic fall is indicative of the broader 
fi nancial turmoil impacting global mar-
kets.

The Main Market Index fell by 183.11 
points, or 2.30%, reaching 5864.32 
points, with 73.5 million shares traded in 
5,485 transactions worth 8.8 million di-
nars; the Premier Market Index dropped 
by 151.66 points, or 1.97%, closing at 
7543.68 points, with 187 million shares 
traded through 14,595 transactions val-
ued at 56.9 million dinars.

Mideast at
Continued from Page 1

For his part, the head of the relief 
and projects sector at the association, 
Mahmoud Al-Misbah, affi rmed that 
the Kuwait Relief Society and its part-
ners from the Palestinian charitable so-
cieties operating in the Gaza Strip im-
plemented relief projects that benefi ted 
about one million Palestinians.

He stated that the Kuwait Relief 
Society has implemented dozens of 
public cleaning projects, garbage and 
rubble removal, wastewater disposal, 
and support for hospitals with the nec-
essary medical devices and equipment, 
and the provision of solar energy sys-
tems.

In turn, the Director of the Market-
ing and Public Relations Department 
at the Society, Ahmad Al-Nafais, ex-
pressed his pride in the high directives 
of the Kuwaiti political leadership and 
their great impact on the speed of re-
sponse and providing the necessary 
and urgent support to the brothers in 
the Gaza Strip.

He also praised the efforts of local 
partners from charitable societies oper-
ating inside Palestine and international 
partners from international relief and 
charitable institutions and the parties 
concerned with providing facilities for 
the entry of relief convoys and teams 
in Palestine, Egypt and Jordan.

Faltering causes woes for students 
who could not continue their academic 
quest in addition to affecting their par-
ents fi nancially.

The State of Kuwait had set a con-
siderable budget for scholarships and 
also provides scholarship students 
with a monthly allowance in accord-
ance with the country of scholarship.

Students with A merit scholarships 
also have a monthly bonus of 50 per-
cent on top of their monthly allowance, 
while students with B merit scholar-
ships get around 25 percent bonus.

While expenses are on the rise, the 
state had made it clear that any losses 
from the higher education budget must 
be dealt with: therefore, the govern-
ment will come out with a study that 
sets plans for annual scholarship to 
avoid wastefulness and also focus on 
the academic policies benefi cial for 
students and Kuwait.

The Ministry of Higher Education 
had establish several initiatives, in-
cluding Al-Deera (the country) sys-
tem, which academically linked it Ku-
waiti cultural bureaus abroad.

The scholarships are also within Ku-
wait to help provide more options to 
students.

It is worthy to note that Kuwait is 
eager to create a system for academic 
development able to face challenges, 
progressing skills of citizens and in-
stitutes in according with the 2024-25 
annual development plan.

Kuwait spent

Kuwait marks
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As a result, when legal actions are 
taken, the company’s bank balance of-
ten turns out to be empty.

Al-Attar mentioned that funds ob-
tained from victims were often con-
cealed through money laundering. This 

pattern of fraud extended to real estate 
investments in London and Turkey. 

The fraudsters used similar meth-
ods, leading to the term “real estate 
fraud mafi a” being used to describe 
their operations. Unfortunately, there 
has been signifi cant delay in enforc-
ing judicial rulings and recovering the 
stolen funds. 

Al-Attar estimated the amount de-
frauded through real estate exhibitions 
at around two billion dinars. The fraud 
often involves active companies in 
contracting, where legal actions reveal 
that the company’s assets have been 
depleted.

Manal Al-Kandari, former Secre-
tary-General of the Kuwaiti Trans-
parency Association and an expert in 
integrity and transparency, highlighted 
Kuwait’s robust legislative framework 
for combating money laundering and 
terrorist fi nancing, established by Law 
No. 106 of 2013. 

This law is considered strong and 
essential, with clear provisions to ad-
dress illicit fi nancial activities that 
threaten the country’s economic sta-
bility, both locally and internationally.

Al-Kandari cited the case involving 
the “Shamiya Fund” and its fraudulent 
transactions and forged contracts as an 
example of the need for vigilance. She 
emphasized that recovering stolen as-
sets and funds, as seen in the case in-
volving the former director of the Ku-
wait Social Security Fund, is a positive 
step in the fi ght against corruption. 

The embezzlement at the Social Secu-
rity Fund was one of the most signifi cant 
corruption cases in Kuwait’s history.

Al-Kandari praised the govern-
ment’s ongoing efforts to tackle mon-
ey laundering, bribery, and other illicit 
activities that harm the public interest. 
She stressed the need for continued 
vigilance to prevent future incidents 
similar to the Social Security embez-
zlement, highlighting the importance 
of public awareness about the dangers 
of money laundering and understand-
ing legal consequences.

She also emphasized Kuwait’s com-
mitment as a member of the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) to imple-
ment its recommendations to enhance 
regulatory systems and improve anti-
money laundering and anti-terrorist 
fi nancing measures. Al-Kandari un-
derscored that laws must be applied 
equally to all, without selectivity.

Economic and administrative ad-
visor Dr. Abdullah Al-Abduljader 
observed that corruption and money 
laundering are global issues, not con-
fi ned to Kuwait. Their persistence 
worldwide indicates shortcomings in 
managing and monitoring national 
budgets and fi nancial systems.

Dr. Al-Abduljader noted that the 
establishment of the Anti-Corruption 
Authority in Kuwait in 2016 aimed to 
combat corruption and money launder-
ing, ensuring that those found guilty 
face appropriate legal consequences 
and that stolen funds are recovered. 

Despite these efforts, corruption re-
mains prevalent, with cases of money 
laundering and bribery continuing. He 
commended the Anti-Corruption Au-
thority’s role in encouraging whistle-
blowers and providing them with 
protection and emphasized the need 
to strengthen oversight and control 
over individuals and entities involved 
in corruption, especially those within 
government institutions. 

He highlighted the importance of en-
hancing transparency and governance 
to protect public funds from misuse.

The Key Recommendations in 
terms of transparency and account-
ability include government agencies 
to issue periodic reports detailing their 
fi nancial and administrative activities 
and achievements. This practice will 
enhance transparency and strengthen 
oversight and accountability and es-
tablishing independent oversight bod-
ies to monitor these activities, and 
ensure that laws and regulations pro-
moting transparency and combating 
corruption and money laundering are 
strictly enforced.

Dr. Al-Abdul-Jader’s recommen-
dations aim to build trust between 
the government and citizens, promote 
collaboration, and support effective 
implementation of government poli-
cies.

cooperative societies, preparing con-
tingency plans for emergency situ-
ations, and developing strategies to 
enhance and support the strategic in-
ventory. The team must also follow up 
the availability and protection of the 
inventory, propose suitable plans, and 
submit regular reports on the inventory 
and available goods.

Money laundering

Minister sets
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Tavo wins mayoral poll

Russia sub destroys 
‘vessel’ during drills
VLADIVOSTOK, Russia, Aug 6, (Agencies): A Rus-
sian Pacifi c Fleet submarine destroyed a simulated 
enemy vessel during exercises in the Sea of Japan, 
Pacifi c Fleet Command was quoted Russia’s RIA No-
vosti news agency as saying on Tuesday.

According to the exercise scenario, the crew of the 
“Komsomolsk-on-Amur” submarine was tasked with 
covertly approaching the target, engaging the simulat-
ed enemy vessel, which was represented by a special 
target, and then stealthily exiting the area.

“The submarine crew successfully accomplished 
the assigned mission. The fi ring was carried out with 
two training torpedoes in compliance with safety re-
quirements,” the fl eet command said.

The exercise was conducted in accordance with the 
Pacifi c Fleet’s combat training 
plan at a naval training range in 
the Sea of Japan. 

Meanwhile, the director of 
an exhibition park showcasing 
Russia’s military might was ar-
rested on fraud charges along 
with a top Defense Ministry of-
fi cial, part of a sweeping inves-
tigation into abuse of offi ce in 
the top echelons of the military 
leadership.

Vyacheslav Akhmedov, 
head of the Patriot Park - some-

times called Russia’s “military Disneyland” - and Maj 
Gen Vladimir Shesterov, deputy of the Defense Min-
istry’s innovations department, were detained, Rus-
sia’s Investigative Committee said Monday.

Suspected
The committee, Russia’s top criminal investigation 

agency, said the two are suspected of embezzling gov-
ernment funds earmarked for the park, which opened 
in 2015.

Patriot Park features displays of weaponry and 
serves as a venue for their demonstration and battle 
reenactments. The sprawling facility also includes an 
air base along with a fi ring range, museums, a confer-
ence center and even has a Russian Orthodox cathe-
dral devoted to the armed forces on its 5,400 hectares 
(over 13,300 acres).

The park, a pet project of former Defense Minis-
ter Sergei Shoigu, is designed to inspire patriotism in 
Russia’s younger generations. Patriarch Kirill in 2020 
consecrated the massive, khaki-colored Cathedral of 
the Russian Armed Forces, which features mosaics of 
Soviet and Russian soldiers. Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin also personally donated money to commis-
sion the main icon for the church, according to the 
Kremlin.

The detention of Akhmedov and Shesterov follows 
a series of arrests of senior military offi cials who were 
part of the inner circle of Shoigu, dismissed by Putin 
soon after his inauguration in May to a sixth term.

Shoigu, who had personal ties to Putin, was given 
the high-profi le post of secretary of Russia’s Security 
Council, but several members of his entourage lost 
their jobs and many of them were arrested, includ-
ing top associate and deputy, Timur Ivanov, who was 
jailed on bribery charges in April.

Shoigu had been widely criticized for Russia’s set-
backs on the battlefi eld in Ukraine and was accused 
of incompetence and corruption by mercenary leader 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, who launched a brief mutiny in 
June 2023 to demand his dismissal.

Also:
BERLIN: Part of Frankfurt Airport’s power supply 
was cut off for several hours during the night after a 
dormouse caused a short-circuit at an electricity sub-
station, offi cials said Tuesday. The power cut had only 
a limited effect on fl ights.

Energy company Syna said the rodent triggered 
the short-circuit around 10:45 p.m. on Monday, Ger-
man news agency dpa reported. Electricity was cut off 
and the airport’s fi re service was deployed due to the 
smoke that resulted from the incident. Power was re-
stored around 3:20 a.m. and the dormouse was found 
dead next to the wire it had gnawed.

Airport operator Fraport said the effects on air traf-
fi c were limited because the incident happened shortly 
before fl ights ended for the night and was dealt with 
well before they started on Tuesday morning.

However, the airport said on social network X that 
“due to a technical problem, fl ight delays and cancel-
lations can be expected ... this morning.”

Eleven cancelations were announced on Tues-
day morning, dpa reported. In all, 1,242 fl ights were 
scheduled Tuesday at Germany’s busiest airport.

Fraport said it has pest controllers in constant de-
ployment but it isn’t possible to rule out incidents like 
this completely. Power to the airport comes from two 
separate suppliers and there are six substations.

❑     ❑     ❑

ALBANIA: Preliminary results Monday showed Al-
bania’s governing Socialist Party candidate Vangjel 
Tavo won the mayoral election in the southwestern 
town of Himara after the previous mayor was re-
moved in a case that has sparked tensions with Greece.

Results at the Central Election Commission showed 
Tavo won 58.62% of Sunday’s votes, while 41.38% 
went to Petraq Gjikuria from the Together We Win 
10-party coalition that includes the main opposition’s 
center-right Democratic Party of former Prime Minis-
ter Sali Berisha and the left-wing Freedom Party of 
former President Ilir Meta.

The early election was held in Himara, 220 kilome-
ters (135 miles) southwest of the capital, Tirana, after 
the previous mayor, Fredis Beleris was stripped of his 
title, convicted and imprisoned on vote-buying charges. 
He and neighboring Greece have claimed his conviction 
was politically motivated. Albanian offi cials strongly re-
ject those claims, citing the independence of the judiciary.

Beleris and the two mayoral candidates are mem-
bers of the local ethnic Greek minority.

The case against Beleris has strained relations be-
tween Tirana and Athens, with Greece threatening to 
hold up Albania’s bid to join the European Union.

Sunday’s preliminary turnout tally was 37.61%, or 
more than 3% than last year, and the voting was held 
without any issues according to the CEC.

The Socialists currently dominate the Town Hall’s 
assembly.

The opposition complained that some 6,000 people 
were unable to vote due to expired identity cards. Dur-
ing the previous election, the commission allowed 
people with out-of-date IDs to vote upon the request 
of some political parties and a decision from the gov-
ernment. This year no such request was fi led, accord-
ing to CEC head Ilirjan Celibashi.

Former Interior Minister Taulant Balla said that 
despite his call on July 22 for a speedy two-day issu-
ing of IDs, there was no response from Himara voters, 
especially those living in neighboring Greece.

Akhmedov

Carter Grooms, 25, of Tampa, wades through the streets in the Shore Acres neighborhood of St. Petersburg, Fla on Aug 5, as Hurricane Debby passed the Tampa 
Bay area offshore. Inset: People attach a towline to a stranded vehicle on a flooded street after heavy rain from Debby in Savannah, Ga. (AP)

Debby brings torrential rains, major flood threat to southeastern US
Tropical Storm Debby moved menacingly into some 
of America’s most historic Southern cities and was 
expected to bring prolonged downpours and fl ood-
ing throughout the day Tuesday after slamming into 
Florida and prompting the rescue of hundreds from 
fl ooded homes.

Record-setting rain from the storm that killed 
at least fi ve people on Monday was causing fl ash 
fl ooding, with up to 30 inches (76 centimeters) pos-
sible in some areas, the National Hurricane Center 
said.

The storm’s center was over southeastern 
Georgia early Tuesday with maximum sustained 
winds near 45 mph (75 kph) and it was moving 
northeast near 7 mph (11 kph). The center is ex-
pected to move off Georgia’s coast later Tues-
day. Some strengthening is forecast on Wednes-
day and Thursday as Debby drifts offshore, 
before it moves inland over South Carolina on 
Thursday.

“Hunker down,” Van Johnson, the mayor of Sa-
vannah, Georgia, told residents in a social media 

livestream Monday night. “Expect that it will be a 
rough day” on Tuesday, he said.

Flash fl ood warnings were issued in Savannah, 
Georgia, and Charleston, South Carolina, among 
other areas of coastal Georgia and South Carolina. 
Both Savannah and Charleston announced curfews 
Monday night into Tuesday.

In South Carolina, Charleston County Interim 
Emergency Director Ben Webster called Debby a 
“historic and potentially unprecedented event” three 
times in a 90-second briefi ng Monday. (AP)

Vought ready to shock Washington if Trump wins

Harris selects Walz as VP running mate
WASHINGTON, Aug 6, (AP): US 
Vice President Kamala Harris picked 
Minnesota Gov Tim Walz to be her 
running mate on Tuesday, according to 
three people who spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition of anonymity.

In choosing Walz, she is turning to a 
Midwestern governor, military veteran 
and union supporter who helped enact 
an ambitious Democratic agenda for 
his state, including sweeping protec-
tions for abortion rights and generous 
aid to families.

Harris hopes to shore up her cam-
paign’s standing across the upper Mid-
west, a critical region in presidential 
politics that often serves as a buffer for 
Democrats seeking the White House. 
The party remains haunted by Repub-
lican Donald Trump’s wins in Michi-
gan and Wisconsin in 2016. Trump 
lost those states in 2020 but has zeroed 
in on them as he aims to return to the 
presidency this year and is expanding 
his focus to Minnesota.

Promising
Walz, 60, is joining Harris during one 

of the most turbulent periods in modern 
American politics, promising an unpre-
dictable campaign ahead. Republicans 
have rallied around Trump after his at-
tempted assassination in July. Just weeks 
later, President Joe Biden ended his 
reelection campaign, forcing Harris to 
unify Democrats and consider potential 
running mates during an exceedingly 
compressed time frame.

The three people spoke on condition 
of anonymity to avoid preempting the 
offi cial announcenment later Tuesday.

Harris, the fi rst Black woman and 
person of South Asian descent to lead a 
major party ticket, initially considered 
nearly a dozen candidates before zero-
ing in on a handful of serious contend-
ers, all of whom were white men. In 

landing on Walz, she sided with a low-
key partner who has proven himself as 
a champion for Democratic causes.

Walz has been a strong public advo-
cate for Harris in her campaign against 
Trump and Vance, labeling the Repub-
licans “just weird” in an interview last 
month. Democrats have seized on the 
message and amplifi ed it since then.

During a fundraiser for Harris on 
Monday in Minneapolis, Walz said: “It 
wasn’t a slur to call these guys weird. 
It was an observation.”

Small
Walz, who grew up in the small 

town of West Point, Nebraska, was a 
social studies teacher, football coach 
and union member at Mankato West 
High School in Minnesota before he 
got into politics.

He won the fi rst of six terms in Con-
gress in 2006 from a mostly rural south-
ern Minnesota district, and used the offi ce 
to champion veterans issues. Walz served 
24 years in the Army National Guard, ris-
ing to command sergeant major, one of 
the highest enlisted ranks in the military.

He ran for governor in 2018 on the 
theme of “One Minnesota” and won by 
more than 11 points.

As governor, Walz had to fi nd ways 
to work in his fi rst term with a legis-
lature that was split between a Dem-
ocratic-controlled House and a Re-
publican-led Senate. Minnesota has a 
history of divided government, though, 
and the arrangement was surprisingly 
productive in his fi rst year. But the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit Minnesota 
early in his second year, and bipartisan 
cooperation soon frayed.

Walz relied on emergency powers to 
lead the state’s response. Republicans 
chafed under restrictions that included 
lockdowns, closing schools and shut-
tering businesses. They retaliated by 

fi ring or forcing out some of his agen-
cy heads. But Minnesotans who were 
stuck at home also got to know Walz 
better through his frequent afternoon 
briefi ngs in the early days of the crisis, 
which were broadcast and streamed 
statewide.

Walz won reelection in 2022 by 
nearly 8 points over his GOP chal-
lenger, Dr. Scott Jensen, a physician 
and vaccine skeptic. Not only did Walz 
win, Democrats kept control of the 
House and fl ipped the Senate to win 
the “trifecta” of full control of both 
chambers and the governor’s offi ce for 
the fi rst time in eight years. A big rea-
son was the Supreme Court’s Dobbs 
decision, which held that the Constitu-
tion doesn’t include a right to abortion. 
That hurt Minnesota Republicans, es-
pecially among suburban women.

Also:
WASHINGTON: Russell Vought 
sounds like a general marshaling 
troops for combat when he talks about 
taming a “woke and weaponized” fed-
eral government.

He recently described political op-
position as “enemy fi re that’s coming 
over the target,” while urging allies to be 
“fearless at the point of attack” and call-
ing his policy proposals “battle plans.”

If former President Donald Trump 
wins a second term in November, 
Vought may get the opportunity to go 
on the offensive.

A chief architect of Project 2025 - the 
controversial conservative blueprint to 
remake the federal government - Vought 
is likely to be appointed to a high-ranking 
post in a second Trump administration. 
And he’s been drafting a so-far secret 
“180-Day Transition Playbook” to speed 
the plan’s implementation to avoid a 
repeat of the chaotic start that dogged 
Trump’s fi rst term.

Politics

Britain’s Anne, The Princess Royal, 
receives the salute during the Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo at Edin-
burgh Castle, in Edinburgh, Scotland 

on Aug 5. (AP)

Biden Harris

Wildfi re torches Calif: Several homes 
burned Monday as a fast-moving wildfi re 
torched a California hillside community, 
triggering evacuations while hundreds of 
fi refi ghters tried to control the blaze.

The Edgehill fi re erupted in the 3300 
block of Beverly Drive on Little Mountain 
about 2:40 p.m., according to San Bernardi-
no County fi re offi cials.

Early reports said the fi re, fought by more 
than 200 fi refi ghters, grew to at least 100 acres 
(40 hectares). By about 6 pm, county offi cials 
said that the forward progress of the fi re had 
been stopped, and that the blaze was holding at 
54 acres (22 hectares) with 25% contained, the 
San Bernardino County Fire Department said 
on X, formerly known as Twitter. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

4 missing after Alaska boat capsizes: 
The US Coast Guard has suspended search ef-
forts for four people who were missing after 
the boat they were on capsized near Homer in 
south-central Alaska on Saturday.

The missing were identifi ed by a relative 
as a family of four from Troy, Texas — 
Mary and David Maynard, and sons Colton, 
11, and Brantley, 7, the Anchorage Daily 
News reported Monday. Christi Wells, who 
provided a statement on behalf of Mary 
Maynard’s parents, said the family enjoyed 
spending time with friends and relatives, 
and traveling. 

Wells said Mary Maynard, 37, was a 
traveling nurse and David Maynard, 42, 
stayed at home with the children and had a 
lawn care business.

A report came in Saturday evening that a 
28-foot (8.5 meter) aluminum boat carrying 
eight people had begun taking on water, said 
Travis Magee, a U.S. Coast Guard spokes-
person. The Coast Guard notifi ed other 
ships in the area of the situation, and a boat 
nearby rescued four people.  (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

America

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer welcomes Sultan Haitham bin Tariq Al 
Said, the Sultan of Oman to 10 Downing Street in London on Aug 6. (AP)

Man charged with threats against VP: 
A Virginia man has been arrested and charged 
with threatening online to kill US Vice President 
Kamala Harris and harm other public offi cials.

Frank L. Carillo, 66, of Winchester, made 
an initial appearance Monday in federal 
court and is being held pending a detention 
hearing scheduled for Thursday, according 

to court records and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Offi ce for the Western District of Virginia, 
which is prosecuting the case. According to 
an FBI affi davit, agents in Phoenix began 
investigating after online threats were made 
against a Maricopa County offi cial on a so-
cial media website called GETTR. 

Agents found that an account under the 
name “joemadarats1” had made numerous 
threats against politicians, including Harris 
and President Joe Biden. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

3 found dead in Albuquerque: Three 
people have been found dead at a southeast 
Albuquerque home in an apparent murder-
suicide, authorities said Monday.

Albuquerque police said it appears a 
22-year-old man fatally shot his 20-year-old 
sister and 17-year-old brother before turning 
the gun on himself.

Police said the three all had gunshot 
wounds to the head. A possible motive 
for the murder-suicide is not immediately 
known and police weren’t releasing the 
names of the three dead at this time. (AP)

“It’s a real tragedy,” police spokesman 
Gilbert Gallegos said at a news conference.

Police said offi cers received a call around 
11 pm Sunday that three people were found 
unresponsive inside a residence and were 
later pronounced dead at the scene. (AP)
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Saied fi les re-election bid

US hands over last
army base in Niger
DAKAR, Senegal, Aug 6, (Agencies): The US handed 
over its last military base in Niger - one of two crucial 
hubs for American counterterrorism operations in the 
country - to local authorities, the US Department of 
Defense and Niger’s Ministry of Defense announced 
in a joint statement on Monday.

The handing over of Airbase 201 in the city of Aga-
dez came after the US troops withdrew earlier this 
month from Airbase 101, a small drone base in Ni-
ger’s capital of Niamey.

US troops have until Sept. 15 to leave the Sahel 
country following an agreement with Nigerien au-

thorities.
There are about two dozen 

American soldiers who re-
main in Niger, largely for ad-
ministrative duties related to 
the withdrawal, according to 
Sabrina Singh, the Pentagon 
spokeswoman. They are lo-
cated at the US embassy.

In March, Niger’s ruling 
junta ended an agreement that 
allowed US troops to operate 
in the West African country. 
A few months later, offi cials 

of the two countries announced in a joint statement 
that US troops would complete their withdrawal by 
the middle of September.

Niger had been seen as one of the last nations in the 
restive region that Western nations could partner with 
to beat back growing jihadi insurgencies. The USand 
France had more than 2,500 military personnel in the 
region until recently, and together with other Euro-
pean countries had invested hundreds of millions of 
dollars in military assistance and training.

In recent months Niger has pulled away from its 
Western partners, turning instead to Russia for securi-
ty. In April, Russian military trainers arrived in Niger 
to reinforce the country’s air defenses.

❑        ❑        ❑

Saied fi les re-election bid: Tunisian President 
Kais Saied fi led papers Monday to run in the Octo-
ber presidential election, where he is expected to face 
little competition as potential challengers have been 
imprisoned during his fi rst term.

Saied submitted 242,224 signatures from registered 
voters to qualify for inclusion on the Oct. 6 ballot in 
the North African nation.

Four other candidates have gathered signatures to 
run including Abir Moussi, a right-wing critic of the 
president who has been behind bars since she staged 
a protest outside his residence last year. Her attorneys 
said they fi led her paperwork on Sunday.

Tunisia will publish a complete list of candidates by 
Saturday. The Independent High Authority for Elec-
tions requires candidates gather 10,000 signatures to 
appear on ballots.

❑        ❑        ❑

‘Chad army responsible for detainees deaths’: 
Chad’s military was responsible for the deaths of sev-
eral detainees arrested following protests in October 
2022, Human Rights Watch said Tuesday.

At least four people died en route to Koro Toro pris-
on and six others died there, and it was not clear where 
another man died, the group said in its report, adding 
that the real toll was likely much higher.

At the time, security forces in the central African 
nation fi red live ammunition, killing at least 60 peo-
ple during demonstrations against interim leader Ma-
hamat Deby Itno’s two-year extension of power. The 
unrest was unprecedented in Chad, which saw little 
public dissent during the regime of Deby Itno’s father, 
who ruled for more than three decades until his assas-
sination in 2021.

❑        ❑        ❑

Nigeria protesters defy prez request: Protests 
against economic hardship continued for a fi fth day 
in several Nigerian states on Monday, a day after 
President Bola Tinubu called for an end to the dem-
onstrations that have faced a crackdown from security 
forces.

Far fewer protesters were seen compared to earlier 
demonstrations that drew thousands, mostly young 
people. Hundreds showed up in the economic hub of 
Lagos and a few northern states.

At least 13 people have been reported dead in the 
protests which began on Thursday against the West 
African nation’s worst cost-of-living crisis in a gen-
eration and against the corruption and alleged bad 
governance that have stifl ed its development.

❑        ❑        ❑

Hundreds gather at Somalia beach: Hundreds 
gathered Monday at a Somalia beach hotel, the site 
of an attack claimed by al-Qaida’s East Africa affi li-
ate that left 37 people dead and dozens wounded, to 
condemn the violence and demand stronger security 
measures.

Al-Shabab said on its radio station that its militants 
carried out Friday’s attack at the popular Lido beach 
in the capital, Mogadishu. Witnesses said they saw an 
attacker wearing an explosive vest moments before he 
blew himself up. Security forces said they killed four 
other militants.

❑        ❑        ❑

Ethiopia landslides kill 13: A landslide triggered 
by heavy rains in southern Ethiopia’s Wolaita area 
killed at least 13 people and the number of fatalities is 
expected to rise, a local offi cial said Monday.

Samuel Fola, zone chief administrator of Wolaita, 
said more than 300 people have been evacuated from 
the area in Kindo Didaye district and that the number 
of those unaccounted for remains unknown.

“Children are among the dead,” said Fola. “We 
have now evacuated more than 300 people as a pre-
caution and in anticipation of yet another likely major 
landslide.”

❑        ❑        ❑

Kenya road accident kills 4 tourists: Five people, 
including four foreign tourists, died Monday in a road 
accident along a busy highway in Narok County in 
southwestern Kenya, police confi rmed.

The accident, involving a truck and a Land cruiser 
which was carrying the tourists, occurred at 3:10 p.m. 
(1210 GMT) along Narok-Mulot highway, national 
police spokesperson Resila Onyango said.

Onyango said three people, including the driver, 
died on the spot, while two others succumbed to inju-
ries at a local hospital.

“Four unknown passengers, three of them are of Af-
rican race and one female Caucasian died on the spot 
while one male unknown Caucasian died on his way 
to hospital,” Onyango said.

Singh

Doves fl y over the cenotaph dedicated to the victims of the atomic bombing during an annual ceremony marking the 79th anniversary of the world’s fi rst atomic 
bombing, at the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima, western Japan on Aug 6. Inset: Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks at a press conference in Hiro-

shima, western Japan on Tuesday after he attended an annual ceremony marking the 79th anniversary of the world’s fi rst atomic bombing. (AP)

Sri Lankan navy arrests 22 Indian fi shermen

Bangladesh president dissolves parliament
DHAKA, Bangladesh, Aug 6, (Agen-
cies): Bangladesh’s president dis-
solved parliament Tuesday, clearing 
the way for new elections to replace 
the longtime prime minister who re-
signed and fl ed the country following 
weeks of demonstrations against her 
rule that descended into violent unrest.

President Mohammed Shahabuddin 
also ordered opposition leader Khaleda 
Zia released from house arrest. Zia, a 
longtime rival of ousted Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, was convicted on 
corruption charges by Hasina’s gov-
ernment in 2018.

The streets of Dhaka appeared calm-
er Tuesday, with no reports of new vi-
olence as jubilant protesters thronged 
the ousted leader’s residence. Some 
posed for selfi es with soldiers guarding 
the building where a day earlier angry 
protesters had looted furniture, paint-
ings, fl ower pots and chickens.

Emerge
As the country waited for a new 

government to emerge, a key student 
leader said protesters wanted Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Muhammad Yu-
nus to head an interim government.

Yunus, who is currently in Paris for 
the Olympics, called Hasina’s resigna-
tion the country’s “second liberation 
day.” He could not immediately be 
reached for comment, but student lead-
er Nahid Islam said Yunus had agreed.

Bangladesh’s fi gurehead president 
and its top military commander said 
late Monday that an interim govern-
ment would be formed soon to preside 
over new elections.

Hasina fl ed to India by helicopter on 
Monday as protesters defi ed military 
curfew orders to march on the capital, 
with thousands of demonstrators eventu-
ally storming her offi cial residence and 

other buildings associated with her party 
and family. Protests against a quota sys-
tem for government jobs that critics said 
favored people with connections to her 
party grew into broader challenge to her 
15-year rule in recent weeks.

A crackdown on the demonstrations 
led to clashes that left scores dead - 
and only fueled the movement.

Formed
Military chief Gen. Waker-uz-

Zamam said he was taking temporary 
control of the country after Hasina re-
signed, and he and the country’s fi g-
urehead president promised an interim 
government would be formed soon to 
preside over new elections. The mili-
tary wields signifi cant political infl u-
ence in Bangladesh, which has faced 
more than 20 coups or coup attempts 
since independence in 1971.

Earlier Tuesday, protest leader Sar-
jis Alam told reporters that they had 
asked the president to dissolve Parlia-
ment by 3:00 p.m., and threatened to 
renew demonstrations otherwise as 
they seek to “repair the state.”

“We have proposed the name of 
Muhammad Yunus with his consent, 
now if someone else comes from 
among the MPs, we will not allow that 
to happen,” he said.

A longtime opponent of the ousted 
leader, Yunus was accused of corrup-
tion by her government and tried on 
charges he said were motivated by ven-
gance. He received the Nobel in 2006 
for work pioneering microlending.

Islam, the organizer, said protest-
ers would propose more names for the 
cabinet, and suggested that it would be 
diffi cult for those in power to ignore 
their wishes.

Amid celebrations, student Juairia 
Karim said it was a historic day: “To-

day we are getting what we deserve,” 
she said. “Everyone is happy, every-
one is cheerful.”

But the country was still counting 
the toll of weeks of violent unrest that 
produced some of the country’s worst 
bloodshed since the 1971 war of inde-
pendence. Many fear that Hasina’s de-
parture could lead to even more insta-
bility in the densely populated South 
Asian nation, which is already dealing 
with crises from high unemployment 
to corruption to climate change.

Violence just before and after Hasi-
na’s resignation left at least 109 people 
dead, including 14 police offi cers, and 
hundreds of others injured, according 
to media reports, which could not be 
independently confi rmed.

Also:
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka’s 
navy arrested 22 Indian fi shermen for 
poaching in the country’s territorial 
waters on Monday, the navy said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

The arrest was made during a special 
operation to chase away Indian trawl-
ers poaching in the seas off Kudira-
malai Point in the country’s North 
Western Province, the navy said.

A number of other Indian fi shing 
vessels fl ed, the navy said.

The navy also seized two trawlers that 
the Indians were traveling in, the state-
ment said, adding that the trawlers and In-
dian fi shermen would be handed over to 
the local authority for legal proceedings.

Sri Lanka’s navy conducts regular 
patrols and operations in its waters to 
curb illegal fi shing practices of foreign 
fi shing trawlers, the navy said.

With the arrest, the navy has seized 
a total of 40 Indian poaching trawlers 
and arrested 287 Indian fi shermen in 
Sri Lankan waters so far in 2024.

Subcontinent

Protesters try to demolish a large stat-
ue of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, father 
of Bangladesh leader Sheikh Hasina, 
after she resigned as Prime Minister, 

in Dhaka, Bangladesh on Aug 5.

Machado Gonzalez

Venezuela AG launches probe: Ven-
ezuela’s top prosecutor on Monday an-
nounced a criminal investigation against 
the opposition’s presidential candidate Ed-
mundo González and its leader Maria Co-
rina Machado over their call on the armed 
forces to abandon their support for President 
Nicolás Maduro and to stop repressing dem-
onstrators.

Attorney General Tarek William Saab’s 
statement tied the investigation directly to a 
written appeal the two members of the op-
position sent hours earlier about Maduro 
and the demonstrators who have come out 
in force to defend their votes in the July 28 
election.

Saab, in a written announcement posted 
on the social media site X, said the duo 
“falsely announced a winner of the presi-
dential election other than the one pro-
claimed by the National Electoral Council, 
the only body qualifi ed to do so” and they 
openly incited “police and military offi cials 
to disobey the laws.”

Gonzalez’s and Machado’s written ap-
peal shows the alleged commission of vari-
ous crimes including usurpation of func-
tions, dissemination of false information to 
cause fear and conspiracy, Saab said.

The armed forces are traditionally the ar-
biter of political disputes in Venezuela. But 
they’ve shown no signs of ditching Maduro 
even in the face of credible evidence pre-
sented by the opposition that it trounced the 
self-proclaimed socialist at the polls by a 
more than 2-to-1 margin. (AP)

❑          ❑          ❑

Brazil reinforces troops: More federal 
law enforcement offi cers are being sent to 
Brazil’s Mato Grosso do Sul state after 
clashes over land between Indigenous peo-
ples and farmers over the weekend, the Min-
istry of Justice said Monday.

The National Public Security Force had 
already stepped up its presence in that re-
gion since the beginning of July but will 
now deploy more agents as reinforcements, 
the ministry said.

The Ministry of Indigenous Peoples said 

Lat/Am

Policemen patrol on a street as people protest over economic hardship in Lagos, 
Nigeria on Aug 5. Protests against economic hardship continued for a fi fth day in 
several Nigerian states on Monday, a day after President Bola Tinubu called for an 
end to the demonstrations that have faced a crackdown from security forces. (AP)

it had received reports of farmers attack-
ing Guarani Kaiowa people in the Doura-
dina municipality Saturday, injuring at least 
eight people.

Five of the injured were taken by ambu-
lance to a nearby hospital, where doctors 

found three had been shot by fi rearms and 
two wounded by rubber bullets, a ministry 
statement said.

Another attack on Guarani Kaiowa took 
place Sunday evening, the ministry said.

Offi cials said that in the second incident 

a fi re was set, tear gas used and four gun-
shots heard, although the perpetrator could 
not be identifi ed. It said at least one farmer 
was injured.

Prosecutors will open a police inquiry to 
investigate possible criminal offences, au-
thorities said. (AP)

❑          ❑          ❑

‘Ban Escobar souvenirs’: Souvenirs 
depicting the late Colombian drug lord Pa-
blo Escobar could be banned in Colombia 
if legislators approve a bill introduced this 
week in the nation’s congress. The proposal 
is criticized by vendors who sell his mer-
chandise to tourists from around the world, 
but backed by those who believe the country 
should shed its image of mafi a bosses.

The bill proposes fi nes of up to $170 for 
vendors who sell merchandise that depicts 
Escobar and other convicted criminals, and 
would also enable police to fi ne those who 
wear t-shirts, hats and other garments that 
“exalt” the infamous drug lord.

“These items are revictimizing people 
who were victims of murderers,” said Cris-
tian Avendaño, a representative from Co-
lombia’s Green Party who drafted the bill.

“We must protect the right of the victims 
to recover...and fi nd other symbols for our 
country.”

The proposal has been widely covered by 
newspapers in Colombia, where Escobar is 
seen as a murderous fi gure, linked to one of 
the most violent periods in the nation’s his-
tory. (AP)

N-disarmament must be tackled as pressing issue, not an ideal: Hiroshima gov
Hiroshima offi cials urged world leaders Tuesday to 
stop relying on nuclear weapons as deterrence and 
take immediate action toward abolishment - not as 
an ideal, but to remove the risk of atomic war amid 
confl icts in Ukraine and the Middle East and rising 
tensions in East Asia.

They commented as Hiroshima remembered its 
atomic bombing 79 years ago at the end of World 
War II.

The memorial comes days after Japan and the 
US reaffi rmed Washington’s commitment to “ex-
tended deterrence,” which includes atomic weap-
ons, to protect its Asian ally. That is a shift from 
Japan’s past reluctance to openly discuss the sensi-
tive issue as the world’s only country to have suf-

fered atomic attacks.
Hiroshima Gov. Hidehiko Yuzaki said nuclear-

armed nations and supporters of atomic deterrence 
“deliberately ignore ... the fact that once people in-
vented a weapon, they used it without exception.”

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who attended the 
ceremony, said global confl icts and divided views 
over approaches to nuclear disarmament make 
achieving that goal “all the more challenging,” but 
pledged to do his utmost in pursuing “realistic and 
practical measures” to build momentum within the 
international community.

Also:
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia: Japan’s defense minis-

ter held talks with senior offi cials in Cambodia, a top 
ally of China, on Monday as he began a Southeast 
Asian trip that will also take him to Vietnam, whose 
relations with Beijing are complicated by maritime 
disputes.

Japan has historically maintained warm re-
lations with Cambodia, but its infl uence is mi-
nor compared to that of China, Tokyo’s biggest 
geopolitical rival in Asia, with growing infl uence 
throughout Southeast Asia. Tokyo is disturbed by 
China’s aggressive maritime activity, as are sev-
eral Southeast Asian nations, and seeks to coun-
ter Beijing’s diplomatic and economic outreach. 
(AP)



oil plunges Aramco reports half-year profi ts of $56.3 bln amid global economic worries

The price of Kuwait oil pb 
fell USD 4.70 to USD 75.77 
pb on Monday compared to 
USD 80.47 on Friday, said 
Kuwait Petroleum Corpo-
ration (KPC), Tuesday.

On a global scale, the 
price of the Brent crude 
futures’ fell 51 cents to 
USD 76.30 pb, while West 
Texas Intermediate crude 
fell 58 cents to USD 72.94 
pb. (KUNA)

Saudi oil giant Aramco reported half-year profi ts Tues-
day of $56.3 billion, down from the year before due to 
weakening volumes sold amid worries about the global 
economy. 

Aramco, formally known as the Saudi Arabian Oil Co., 
said its overall revenue for the half-year was $220.7 billion, 
up from $218.6 billion the year before. Profi ts in 2023 were 
$61.9 billion, nearly $5 billion higher.

“The decrease was primarily a result of lower crude oil 
volumes sold, weakening refi ning margins and lower fi -
nance and other income,” Aramco said in a fi ling on Ri-
yadh’s Tadawul stock exchange. “This was partially offset 
by higher crude oil prices and lower production royalties 

compared to the same period last year and lower income 
taxes and zakat,” or Islamic charitable contributions.

Aramco will pay dividends of $20.3 billion for the second 
quarter and a performance-linked dividend of $10.8 billion, 
the company said. It hopes its overall dividend for the year 
will be over $124 billion. 

While a sliver of Aramco trades on the Tadawul, the vast 
majority of the fi rm is held by Saudi Arabia’s government, 
fueling its expenditure and providing wealth to its Al Saud 
royal family. 

Saudi Arabia, a leader in the OPEC cartel, has allied with 
Russia and others outside of the group to try to keep pro-
duction down to boost global oil prices. Benchmark Brent 

crude traded around $77 a barrel on Tuesday after Japan’s 
Nikkei stock market plunged 12.4% Monday in its worst 
single-day decline since 1987. 

It marked the latest in a global sell-off that began the pre-
vious week. A report Friday showed U.S. employers slowed 
their hiring in July by much more than economists expect-
ed. That was the latest piece of data on the United States 
economy to come in weaker than expected. It’s all raised 
fear the Federal Reserve has pressed the brakes on the 
U.S. economy by too much for too long through high inter-
est rates in hopes of stifl ing infl ation. 

The Nikkei bounced back Tuesday morning, nearly re-
couping those losses. (AP)

Market Movements         06-08-2024

Business   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - TASI +174.70 11,679.16
DUBAI - DFMGI +91.42 4,137.32
JAPAN - Nikkei 225 +3,217.04 34,675.46
EGYPT - EGX 30 +369.77 28,210.41

   Change Closing pts
PHILIPPINES - PSEi -1.49 6,433.24
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 -72.09 77,158.19

Warba Bank achieves KD 9.4 million in H1 2024
3.59 fils profit earnings per share and 4.7% asset growth to KD 5.10 billion

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Warba Bank announced its busi-
ness results for the fi rst half ending on June 30, 2024. These 
results indicated that the Bank’s net profi ts amounted to 
KD9.4 million, equivalent to 3.59 earnings per share as 
compared to net profi ts of KD 10.3 million, equivalent to 
3.99 earnings per share in June 2023.

The Bank said in a press statement that total assets as of the fi rst 
half of this year 2024 grew by 4.7% compared to the end of year 
end of 2023 on an annual basis, to reach KD5.106 billion, while 
total shareholders’ equity reached KD 321.7 million, an increase 
of 2 % as on an annual basis compared to the year end of 2023, 
while the total fi nancing portfolio reached KD 3.62 billion, an in-
crease of KD 163 million, with a growth rate of 4.7% compared to 
the end of 2023 billion, and the total depositors’ accounts reached 
KD 2.87 billion, by the end of the fi rst half of this year as at 30 
June 2024.

Net financing income revenues increased in the first half of 2024 to 
KD26 million, with a growth rate of 34.5 % compared to the same pe-
riod of the previous year 2023. Net operating income revenues reached 
KD 354.6 million, with a growth of 5.41% compared to the same period 
of the previous year 2023. The capital adequacy ratio reached 16.28%, 
exceeding the minimum required by the regulatory authorities, a ratio 
that confirms the strength of Warba’s financial position.

Positive results … and market share
Commenting on the Bank’s quarterly financial results, Chairman of 

Warba Bank Hamad Musaed Al-Sayer said: “We ended the first half of 
this year 2024 with positive results, reflecting the success of our plans to 
expand and increase our market share, in addition to diversification and 
innovation to achieve sustainable growth based on clear foundations.”

He added that the positive financial results achieved during the first 
half of 2024 are evidence of Warba’s distinguished position in the local 
financial and banking market, assuring the Bank’s clients of the manage-
ment’s continuous efforts to achieve leadership and sustainable growth 
in all sectors.

Developing digital infrastructure 
Al-Sayer explained that the results achieved during this period were 

closely linked to a radical strategy that contributed to driving financial 
and operational performance, noting that the Bank is taking steady steps 
enhance growth and positive performance, develop digital infrastruc-
ture, increase market shares and move towards accelerating the develop-
ment process in general.

Al-Sayer pointed out that Warba Bank will continue its efforts to 
enhance the role of the banking sector and strengthen its position by 
achieving profitability and sustainable growth, keeping pace with devel-
opments in the fields of digitization and applying artificial intelligence 
and innovation in financing and investment products and solutions, 
optimal investment in human resources, enhancing knowledge and at-
tracting young national banking talents, supporting entrepreneurship, 
providing banking and financing services to companies, and supporting 
small and medium enterprises.

Stimulating economic and commercial growth
He stated that since the beginning of 2024, the corporate sector at 

Warba Bank witnessed the launch of a group of innovative digital solu-
tions that will contribute to supporting various local economic sectors 
and stimulating economic and commercial growth, stressing that Warba 
Bank’s management is always working to improve the quality of servic-
es and products to enhance and enrich a banking experience that meets 
clients’ needs and shapes their daily lifestyle.

Al-Sayer noted that Warba Bank’s digital transformation strategy has 
gained great success as an experience and a living example of success 
in reaching high levels of competition in the field of digital services 
and making a change in clients’ lives through the services and products 
it provides, which can be summarized as an exceptional case through 
which Warba Bank was able to excel and reach the top despite the 
competition in a market that is strongly and rapidlygrowing; the digital 

banking services market.
Maintaining leadership in in-

novation
During the first half of this 

year 2024, Warba Bank provided 
a range of services and products 
as well as innovative digital solu-
tions that contributed to creating 
added value for its clients and 
maintaining its leadership in the 
field of innovation to ensure en-
riching their banking experience 
and making it easier, especially 
in light of the competition in vari-
ous business sectors to reflect the 
continuous approach to developing the scope of digital infrastructure in 
addition to providing the best in the field of digital payment.

Human resources and national talents
Al-Sayer continued by saying: “Warba Bank continued to support and 

employ its human resources and national talents, as the Bank was able 
to reach the highest percentage of national employment in the private 
sector, exceeding 84.4%, while continuing to empower women, whose 
percentage in the Bank reached 16.4%, with many women reaching 
leadership positions in the Bank.”

Sustainable growth and creditworthiness
For his part, Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanem, CEO of Warba Bank, said 

that the record financial results achieved until the end of the first half of 
2024, and the sustainable growth that Warba has maintained for several 
years, came as a result of the optimal implementation of the strategy, 
and shows in strong operational performance, commitment to apply the 
best responsible banking practices, risk management, balance in provid-
ing priorities, and enhancing the financial solvency and creditworthiness 
of Warba Bank.

Warba Bank announced the success of issuing green sukuks worth 
US$500 million, which reinforces its firm commitment to sustainability 
practices and significantly strengthens its financial position. This strategic 
decision reflects the strength of the bank’s credit position and confirms its 
commitment to achieving remunerative and sustainable returns for inves-
tors. The issuance received an exceptional response turnout, as Investor 
orders amounted reached to US$1.8 billion, almost four times the issue 
size.

Al-Ghanem explained that Warba has succeeded in achieving the 
main objectives of its strategy and strengthening the leading position, 
overcoming the difficulties of the operating environment and various 
challenges, noting the high liquidity ratios, solid capital base, and strong 
operational performance that resulted in recording growth in operating 
revenues, profits, the financing portfolio, and all key financial indicators.

Clients’ experience and meeting their aspirations
Al-Ghanem pointed out that Warba Bank’s digital transformation 

strategy is gaining significant momentum, indicating that digital efforts 
and applications have covered many areas with the aim of improving 
customer experience and meeting their aspirations, in addition to con-
tributing to increasing financial inclusion by providing a wide range of 
financial solutions at the client’s disposal at any time and place through 
alternative channels.

Small and medium enterprises
He continued, “We at Warba Bank realize the importance of invest-

ing and developing small and medium enterprises, and supporting entre-
preneurship by providing financing solutions to develop and grow this 
sector. Warba Bank also continues to play a proactive role in its commit-
ment to implementing strategic community initiatives in Kuwait.

Social responsibility
Al-Ghanem stated that Warba Bank has been able during the past pe-

riod to prove its leadership in social responsibility and its sustainable 
role through many social events and initiatives, which highlighted its 
local superiority, so that this period represents a milestone in Warba 
Bank’s continuation in its social role, stressing that social leadership in 
Kuwait, which the Bank always seeks to achieve, is no less important 
than the banking role of the institution.

Social responsibility is an integral part of Warba Bank’s commitment 
and continuous efforts within its strategy to deliver a specific message to 
various segments of society, through its various contributions, voluntary 
and charitable work, which benefits them and extends a helping hand 
to all, so that we can ultimately be a role model in the field of social 
responsibility and sustainable development, stressing that the Bank has 
been able to leave a distinctive societal footprint to deepen the meaning 
of giving, volunteering and commitment to unprecedented community 
participation.

Significant figures:
■ KD 26.1 million net financing income...a growth rate of 34.5%
■ KD 34.6 million net operating income, a growth rate of 5.4%.
■ KD 9.4 million net profit for the period.
■ Finance receivables balances amounted to KD 3.6 billion.
■ Depositors’ accounts amounted to KD 2.9 billion.
■ Total assets amounted to KD 5.1 billion.

Kuwait sees weak business and household credit growth in Q2 Kuwaiti non-oil exports
surge in July to KD 24m

By National Bank of Kuwait

Domestic credit growth was a 
relatively decent 1.1% in Q2, 

resulting in a 2% YTD increase 
(+2.9% y/y). However, growth in 
Q2 was mainly driven by lending to 
banks/fi nancial institutions (+9.2% 
q/q) and for securities purchase 
(+2.8%), not by business/household 
lending. Business credit growth, 
after a solid Q1, weakened to 0.5% 
q/q, pushing the YTD increase to 
2.2%. Business lending needs to be 
robust in Q3 for it to fi nish 2024 at 
a meaningful increase, given that 
Q4 is usually the weakest. A faster 
roll-out of projects and some long-
awaited laws, given the new politi-
cal backdrop, is a tailwind for credit 
growth going forward.

Within business lending, “con-
struction” remains in the lead, in line 
with 2022-2023, up 4.4% q/q and 
12% YTD while “trade” is a distant 
second (+4.8% YTD). In contrast, 
the oil/gas sector remains the main 
laggard, falling by 6% YTD, follow-
ing a steep 8% drop in 2023. The 
dominant “real estate”, although 
soft in Q2, is up by 2.3% YTD, eas-
ily exceeding the 1.3% growth seen 
in full-2023. After a very weak start 
for 2024 in terms of project awards, 
there has been a major pick-up re-
cently, with awards climbing to 
around KD 1 billion YTD through 
July, marginally lower than the same 
period last year, noting that 2023 
was strong, witnessing the highest 
level of awards since 2017. This 

robust level of awards, if sustained, 
should eventually support business 
credit growth. On the other hand, 
household credit growth, while re-
maining broadly lackluster (+0.9% 
YTD), picked up to 0.6% q/q from 
0.3% in Q1. It remains to be seen 
whether H2 will show a further in-
cremental improvement, similar to 
last year, when household credit ex-
panded by 1.5% in the second half 
of the year. Meanwhile, we note 
that credit for non-residents (13% 
of total credit) continued to expand 
strongly, bringing its YTD increase 
to a whopping 22%, which results in 
an overall solid credit (domestic plus 
non-resident) growth of 4.2% YTD. 
Lending to banks/fi nancial institu-
tions accounted for as much as 47% 
of the YTD increase in non-resident 

credit, “public services” 37%, and 
“other services” 15%.

Plunging public-institution depos-
its but modest recovery in private-
sector deposits

Driven by a plunge in public-insti-
tution deposits (KD 1 billion, -15% 
q/q), resident deposits inched down 
in Q2, resulting in a 1.2% YTD in-
crease (+3% y/y). Private-sector de-
posits (78% of total deposits) contin-
ued their modest recovery following 
a weak 2023, growing by 3.1% YTD. 
Government deposits continued to 
power ahead, up for the sixth straight 
quarter with YTD growth at 6.9%. 
Within private-sector KD deposits, 
after a good Q1, CASA lost steam in 
Q2, although remained slightly posi-
tive YTD (+0.5%). Time deposits, 
while still drifting upward (+5.1% 

YTD), continued to exhibit weaken-
ing y/y trends with growth falling to 
around 7% from a peak of 26% in 
mid-2023.

Market’s expectation of rate cuts 
in the US increased recently; lower 
rates in Kuwait to support credit 
growth

Given progress on dis-infl ation in 
the US in Q2 coupled with recent 
warning signals from the US job 
market, the current market pricing 
of cuts in US rates has been pushed 
again higher to a cumulative 100 bps 
cut before year-end. A minimum 
25 bps cut in September is now as-
sumed with 100% probability. While 
this dynamic will be evolving, any 
rate cuts by the CBK will be sup-
portive for credit growth, especially 
household.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: In July, the 
Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try reported a signifi cant increase in 
non-oil exports of Kuwaiti origin, 
totaling 24 million dinars (approxi-
mately $78.5 million), compared to 
7.21 million dinars (around $23.8 
million) in June, reports Al-Seyas-
sah daily.

The following are the key details 
of the certifi cates of origin:

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
-- 1,597 certifi cates valued at KWD 
7.15 million (about $4.51 million) 
were issued in July, compared to 
1,495 certifi cates valued at 68.11 
million dinars (around $38 million) 
in June.

Arab and Islamic Countries -- 366 
certifi cates with a total value of 1.7 
million dinars (approximately $2.23 
million) were issued, down from 403 
certifi cates valued at 3.9 million di-
nars (about $4.30 million).

European Countries -- 22 certifi -
cates for nine countries worth one 
million dinars (about $3.2 million) 
were issued, a notable increase from 
11 certifi cates valued at 515,276 di-
nars (approximately $1.7 million) in 
June.

African Countries -- Four certifi -
cates totaling 224,626 dinars (around 
$735,000) were issued, unchanged 
from the previous month, with no 
signifi cant changes in values.

Additionally, the ministry’s sta-
tistics revealed a 68% decrease in 
the issuance of commercial activity 
licenses in July, with only 7,300 li-
censes issued compared to 23,200 in 
June.

In July, the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry reported various chang-
es in commercial and regulatory ac-
tivities:

Examinations of Precious Metals 
and Stones -- A 26% decrease, with 
a total of 198,600 examinations con-
ducted in July compared to 268,700 
in June.

Trademark Registration Applica-
tions -- Applications increased by 
about 4%, totaling 1,117 compared 
to 1,070 in June. The total transac-
tions for issuing trademarks were 
983, showing a slight decrease of 
0.6% from 984 transactions the pre-
vious month.

Patent Applications -- These de-
creased by 13%, with 46 applica-
tions in July compared to 53 in June.

Commercial Control Seizure 
Reports -- There was a 22.2% in-
crease in reports, with 643 issued 
in July compared to 493 the month 
before.

Facility Openings and Closings: In 
July, 23 new facilities were opened 
and 14 were closed. This contrasts 
with June, when 9 facilities opened 
and 40 were closed.

Non-resident credit expands strongly by 22% YTD Patent applications decline by 13%

Hamad Al-Sayer, Chairman Shaheen Al-Ghanem, CEO 

Al-Sayer:
■ Our positive results refl ect 

the success of our plans to 
expand, increase our mar-
ket share, diversify and in-
novate

■ We assure the Bank’s con-
tinuous efforts to achieve 
leadership and sustainable 
growth in all sectors

■ The Bank takes steady steps 
to enhance growth, positive 
performance and develop 
digital infrastructure

■ “Warba” will continue its ef-
forts to enhance the role 
of the banking sector and 
strengthen its position by 
achieving profi tability and 
sustainable growth

■ We launched a set of inno-
vative digital solutions that 
contributed to supporting 
various sectors and stimu-
lating economic growth

■ Our digital transformation 
strategy gained signifi cant 
momentum as an experi-
ence and a living example 
of success in reaching high 
levels of competition

Al-Ghanem:
■ The Bank’s management is 

always working to improve 
the quality of services and 
products to enhance and 
enrich a banking experience 
that meets clients’ needs

■ “Warba” continued to sup-
port and employ its human 
resources and national tal-
ents and was able to reach 
the highest percentage of 
national employment

■ Warba Bank maintains sus-
tainable growth as a result 
of optimal strategy imple-
mentation and commitment 
to applying the best respon-
sible banking practices

■ The Bank succeeded in 
achieving its strategic ob-
jectives and enhancing its 
leading position, overcom-
ing the diffi culties of the 
operating environment and 
various challenges.

■ We realize the importance of 
investing, developing small 
and medium enterprises, 
and supporting entrepre-
neurship by providing ad-
vanced fi nancing solutions.

■ “Warba” has been able to 
prove its leadership in social 
responsibility and its sus-
tainable role through many 
social events and initiatives.

■ Sustainability is an integral 
part of Warba Bank’s com-
mitment and continuous ef-
forts within its strategy to de-
liver a specifi c message to 
various segments of society.

■ The Bank was able to 
leave a distinctive commu-
nity footprint to deepen the 
meaning of giving, volun-
teering and commitment to 
community participation.



‘reform global fi nancial architecture’ commodities giant Glencore ordered to pay over $150m

The international economic 
and fi nancial regime should 
be reformed urgently to ad-
dress imbalances that work 
against the socioeconomic 
needs of African countries, 
campaigners said Monday at 
a virtual forum in Nairobi, the 
Kenyan capital.

The global fi nancial system 
in its current form has dis-
advantaged African nations 
grappling with shrinking fi scal 

space, the climate crisis and 
high youth unemployment, the 
campaigners noted.

Jane Nalungu, the execu-
tive director of the Southern 
and Eastern Africa Trade In-
formation and Negotiations 
Institute (SEATINI)-Uganda, 
said that by reforming the 
international fi nancial archi-
tecture that was established 
more than 70 years ago, Af-
rican states will have better 

leverage in domestic revenue 
mobilization, green transition 
and poverty alleviation.

“The ongoing debate about 
reforming the global economic 
and trading system comes at 
the opportune moment for Af-
rica as we explore ways to ad-
dress chronic stagnation that 
has impaired (the) provision of 
critical services like education 
and health,” Nalungu said. 
(Xinhua)

Federal prosecutors in Switzerland 
said Monday they have found Glen-
core’s international unit “criminally 
liable” and ordered the commodi-
ties giant to pay over $150 million in 
fi nes and compensation after ending 
a probe of bribery in connection with 
Congo’s mining industry over a dec-
ade ago.

The Swiss attorney general’s of-
fi ce said Glencore International AG 
failed to take adequate measures 
to prevent bribery of a Congolese 
public offi cial by a business partner 

over its purchase in 2011 of minor-
ity stakes in two companies from the 
central African country’s state min-
ing company.

Glencore did not admit to the fi nd-
ings but said it would not appeal.

The Switzerland-based company 
said the attorney general’s offi ce 
did not fi nd that any company em-
ployees knew of the bribery by the 
business partner, nor did Glencore 
“benefi t fi nancially” from the part-
ner’s conduct.

Glencore International was hand-

ed a fi ne of 2 million Swiss francs 
(about $2.4 million) and ordered to 
pay a “compensation claim” of $150 
million in connection with the esti-
mated benefi t to the partner.

Glencore and other international 
commodities companies regularly 
face scrutiny and criticism from non-
governmental groups and authori-
ties over the tactics they use to win 
contracts and business in develop-
ing countries with large amounts of 
oil, diamonds, minerals and other 
coveted natural resources. (AP)
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Recession signals have so far proved wrong

Federal Reserve’s high rates spur fear of slowdown
WASHINGTON, Aug 6 (AP): The tur-
moil shaking global fi nancial markets 
refl ects a sudden fear that the Federal 
Reserve may have held its key interest 
rate too high for too long, heightening 
the risk of a U.S. recession.

Economists and Wall Street traders 
now expect the Fed to cut its bench-
mark rate, which infl uences borrowing 
costs for consumers and businesses, 
much faster than they thought just a 
week ago. Chair Jerome Powell has of-
ten stressed that the Fed could quickly 
lower rates if it decides that it’s needed 
to bolster the economy.

Yet the periodic fear of a forthcom-
ing recession has been a hallmark of 
the post-pandemic economy - and has 
proved wrong every time. Instead, con-
trary to what most analysts have pre-
dicted, steady economic growth and a 
solid pace of hiring have endured.

In the past, the U.S. economy would 
often fl ash telltale signals when it was 
in or near a recession. But those red 
lights have gone haywire since the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck and up-
ended normal business activity. 

The latest red fl ag was Friday’s 
July jobs report from the Labor De-
partment, which showed that the un-

employment rate rose from 4.1% to 
4.3% - still a relatively low level but 
the highest rate in nearly three years. 
Markets panicked after the report was 
released, in part because it set off the 
so-called Sahm Rule.

Stocks tumbled again on Mon-
day, after share prices overseas had 
plunged. The Dow Jones index plum-
meted more than 1,030 points, or 2.6%.

Named for Claudia Sahm, a former 
Fed economist, the rule has found that 
since 1970, a recession has always 
been underway once the three-month 
average unemployment rate has risen 
by half a percentage point from its low 
of the previous year. The logic behind 
the rule is that unemployment can be 
self-sustaining: As more people lose 
jobs, they cut back their spending, 
harming other companies, which then 
stop hiring or even cut workers. 

Yet the Sahm Rule could be yet an-
other recession signal that turns out to 
be a false alarm. Sahm herself doubts 
that a recession is imminent.

The rule is typically triggered when 
companies start cutting jobs, thereby 
raising the unemployment rate. Yet 
now, unemployment has been rising 
not because companies are slashing 

Japan’s share benchmark soars nearly 11%
NEW YORK, Aug 6, (AP):  Japan’s 
benchmark Nikkei 225 index soared 
more than 10% early Tuesday, a day 
after it set markets tumbling in Europe 
and on Wall Street. Other markets in 
Asia appeared to have settled some-
what after the rollercoaster ride that 
started the week.  The scary Monday 
started with a plunge abroad reminis-
cent of 1987 ’s crash that swept around 
the world and pummeled Wall Street 
with more steep losses,  as fears wors-

ened about a slowing  U.S. economy. 
The Nikkei gained nearly 11% early 

Tuesday but then fell back, trading 
8.7% higher at 34,211.83 as investors 
bought into bargains after the 12.4% 
rout of the day before.

On Monday, the S&P 500 dropped 
3% for its worst day in nearly two 
years. The Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age reeled by 1,033 points, or 2.6%, 
while the Nasdaq composite slid 3.4% 
as Apple, Nvidia and other Big Tech 

companies that used to be the stars of 
the stock market continued to wilt.

The drops were the latest in a global 
sell-off that began last week, and it was 
the fi rst chance for traders in Tokyo to 
react to Friday’s report showing U.S. 
employers slowed their hiring  last 
month by much more than economists 
expected. That was the latest piece 
of data on the U.S. economy to come 
in weaker than expected, and it’s all 
raised fear the Federal Reserve  has 

pressed the brakes on the U.S. econo-
my by too much for too long through 
high interest rates  in hopes of stifl ing 
infl ation.

Professional investors cautioned that 
some technical factors could be ampli-
fying the action in markets, and that the 
drops may be overdone, but the losses 
were still neck-snapping. South Korea’s 
Kospi index careened 8.8% lower, and 
bitcoin dropped below $54,000 from 
more than $61,000 on Friday. 

jobs but because so many people have 
poured into the job market. Not all of 
them have found work right away.

Jay Bryson, chief economist at 
Wells Fargo, thinks the risk of reces-
sion has risen along with the unem-
ployment rate. But he ultimately thinks 
the economy will pull through. 

Other previously notable recession 
indicators that have fl opped in the 
post-pandemic era include:

■ A bond market measure with a 
dry-as-dust label: The “inverted yield 
curve.’’

■ The rule of thumb that two con-
secutive quarters of shrinking eco-
nomic output amount to a “technical 
recession.’’

Last week, Powell said that while 
he was aware of the Sahm Rule and 
its implications, other recession sig-
nals, such as changes in bond yields, 

haven’t been borne out in recent years.
Powell spoke after the central bank 

kept its key rate unchanged but signaled 
that it could reduce the rate as soon as the 
next policy meeting in September.

Financial markets and most econo-
mists now think the Fed will end up 
cutting rates fairly quickly this year, in 
part to offset economic weakness. 

Bryson expects half-point cuts in the 
Fed’s benchmark rate in September and 

November and an additional quarter-
point cut in December. That is much 
faster than Wells Fargo’s previous fore-
cast of just two quarter-point rate cuts 
this year, in September and December. 

Some analysts have speculated that 
the Fed could reduce its rate at an emer-
gency meeting before September. But 
most economists doubt that the offi cials 
would take such a step, unless there were 
further signs of economic weakness. 

Judge delivers ruling

Google illegally maintains
monopoly over Net search
WASHINGTON, Aug 6 (AP): A judge 
on Monday ruled that Google’s ubiq-
uitous search engine has been illegally 
exploiting its dominance to squash 
competition and stifl e innovation, 
a seismic decision that could shake 
up the internet and hobble one of the 
world’s best-known companies.

The highly anticipated decision is-
sued by U.S. District Judge Amit Me-
hta comes nearly a year after the start 
of a trial pitting the U.S. Justice De-
partment against Google in the coun-
try’s biggest antitrust showdown in a 
quarter century.

After reviewing reams of evidence 
that included testimony from top ex-
ecutives at Google, Microsoft and Ap-
ple during last year’s 10-week trial, 
Mehta issued his potentially market-
shifting decision three months after the 
two sides presented their closing argu-
ments in early May.

“After having carefully considered 
and weighed the witness testimony and 
evidence, the court reaches the follow-
ing conclusion: Google is a monopo-
list, and it has acted as one to maintain 
its monopoly,” Mehta wrote in his 277-
page ruling. He said Google’s domi-
nance in the search market is evidence 
of its monopoly. 

Google “enjoys an 89.2% share of 
the market for general search services, 
which increases to 94.9% on mobile 
devices,” the ruling said.

It represents a major setback for 
Google and its parent, Alphabet Inc., 
which had steadfastly argued that its 
popularity stemmed from consumers’ 
overwhelming desire to use a search 
engine so good at what it does that it 
has become synonymous with looking 
things up online. Google’s search en-
gine processes an estimated 8.5 billion 
queries per day worldwide, nearly dou-
bling its daily volume from 12 years 
ago, according to a recent study re-
leased by the investment fi rm BOND. 

Findings
Kent Walker, Google’s president of 

global affairs, said the company in-
tends to appeal Mehta’s fi ndings.

“This decision recognizes that 
Google offers the best search engine, 
but concludes that we shouldn’t be 
allowed to make it easily available,” 
Walker said.

For now, the decision vindicates 
antitrust regulators at the Justice De-
partment, which fi led its lawsuit nearly 
four years ago while Donald Trump 
was still president, and has been es-
calating it efforts to rein in Big Tech’s 
power during President Joe Biden’s 
administration. 

“This victory against Google is an 
historic win for the American people,” 
said Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land. “No company - no matter how 
large or infl uential - is above the law. 
The Justice Department will continue 
to vigorously enforce our antitrust 
laws.”

The case depicted Google as a 
technological bully that methodically 
has thwarted competition to protect 
a search engine that has become the 
centerpiece of a digital advertising 
machine that generated nearly $240 
billion in revenue last year. Justice De-
partment lawyers argued that Google’s 
monopoly enabled it to charge adver-
tisers artifi cially high prices while also 
enjoying the luxury of not having to 
invest more time and money into im-
proving the quality of its search engine 
- a lax approach that hurt consumers.

Mehta’s ruling focused on the bil-
lions of dollars Google spends every 
year to install its search engine as the 

default option on new cellphones and 
tech gadgets. In 2021 alone, Google 
spent more than $26 billion to lock in 
those default agreements, Mehta said 
in his ruling.

Google ridiculed those allegations, 
noting that consumers have historical-
ly changed search engines when they 
become disillusioned with the results 
they were getting. For instance, Yahoo 
was the most popular search engine 
during the 1990s before Google came 
along.

Mehta said the evidence at trial 
showed the importance of the default 
settings. He noted that Microsoft’s 
Bing search engine has 80% share of 
the search market on the Microsoft 
Edge browser. The judge said that 
shows other search engines can be suc-
cessful if Google is not locked in as the 
predetermined default option.

Quality
Still, Mehta credited the quality of 

Google’s product as an important part 
of its dominance, as well, saying fl atly 
that “Google is widely recognized as 
the best (general search engine) avail-
able in the United States.”

The Consumer Choice Center, a 
lobbying group that has fought other 
attempts to rein in businesses, decried 
Mehta’s decision as a step in the wrong 
direction. “The United States is drift-
ing toward the anti-tech posture of the 
European Union, a part of the world 
that makes almost nothing and penaliz-
es successful American companies for 
their popularity,” said Yael Ossowski, 
the center’s deputy director.

Mehta’s conclusion that Google has 
been running an illegal monopoly sets 
up another legal phase to determine 
what sorts of changes or penalties 
should be imposed to reverse the dam-
age done and restore a more competi-
tive landscape. He scheduled a Sept. 6 
hearing to begin setting the stage for 
the next phase.

The potential outcome could re-
sult in a wide-ranging order requiring 
Google to dismantle some of the pil-
lars of its internet empire, or prevent-
ing it from paying to ensure its search 
engine automatically answers queries 
on the iPhone and other devices. Or, 
the judge could conclude only modest 
changes are required to level the play-
ing fi eld.

“Google’s loss in its search antitrust 
trial could be a huge deal - depending 
on the remedy,” said Emarketer senior 
analyst Evelyn Mitchell-Wolf.

Regardless, she added, a drawn-out 
appeals process will delay any imme-
diate effects for both consumers and 
advertisers.

The appeals process could take as 
long as fi ve years, predicted George 
Hay, a law professor at Cornell Uni-
versity who was the chief economist 
for the Justice Department’s antitrust 
division for most of the 1970s. That 
lengthy process will enable Google to 
fend off the likelihood of Mehta ban-
ning default search agreements, Hay 
said, but it probably won’t shield the 
company from class-action lawsuits 
citing the judge’s fi ndings that adver-
tisers were gouged with monopolistic 
pricing.

If there is a signifi cant shakeup, it 
could turn out to be a coup for Mi-
crosoft, whose own power was un-
dermined during the late 1990s when 
the Justice Department targeted the 
software maker in an antitrust lawsuit 
accusing it of abusing the dominance 
of its Windows operating system on 
personal computers to lock out com-
petition. 

French imports of Russia’s
liquifi ed natural gas surge

Ukraine supporters seek a stop

PARIS, Aug 6, (AP): Ship-
ments of Russian liquifi ed 
natural gas to France more 
than doubled the fi rst half 
of this year, according to 
new analyses of trade data, 
at a time when Europe has 
tried to pull back from en-
ergy purchases that help 
fi nance the Kremlin’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Europe has restricted oil imports 
from Russia, but natural gas is still 
allowed. And while companies in 
France are importing the most, 
one analysis found EU countries 
overall imported 7% more Russian 
LNG, natural gas that has been 
chilled and liquifi ed for easier 
ocean transport, in the fi rst half of 
this year compared to the same pe-
riod a year ago. 

Oleh Savytskyi, a founder of non-
profi t Razom We Stand, which cam-
paigns for tougher sanctions on Rus-
sian fossil fuels, said the EU’s goal of 
phasing out all Russian fossil fuels by 
2027 was “appallingly off track.” He 
said countries buying Russian LNG 
are sabotaging the continent’s energy 
transition and contributing billions to 
Russia’s war effort.

European governments have said 
banning Russian gas imports entirely 
would send energy and heating bills 
skyrocketing and industrial users of 
gas would suffer, too.

The analysis fi rst came from the Insti-
tute for Energy Economics and Financial 
Analysis (IEEFA), a U.S. nonprofi t with 
a goal of speeding the world’s transi-
tion to more sustainable energy. IEEFA 
examined data from Kpler, a shipping 
tracker, and ICIS, a commodity data pro-
vider, both of which also provided their 

The tanker Sun Arrows loads its cargo of liquefi ed natural gas from the Sakhalin-2 project in the port of Prigorodnoye, Russia, on Friday, Oct. 29, 2021. 
Shipments of Russian liquifi ed natural gas to France more than doubled the fi rst half of this year, according to new analyses of trade data, at a time when 

Europe has tried to pull back from energy purchases that help fi nance the Kremlin’s invasion of Ukraine. (AP)

‘... profi ts before the benefi t of humanity’

Musk sues OpenAI, 2 of its founders
LOS ANGELES, Aug 6, (AP): Elon 
Musk fi led a lawsuit on Monday 
against OpenAI and two of its found-
ers, Sam Altman and Greg Brockman, 
renewing claims that the ChatGPT-
maker betrayed its founding aims of 
benefi ting the public good rather than 
pursuing profi ts.

The lawsuit, fi led in a Northern 
California federal court, called Musk’s 
case a “textbook tale of altruism ver-
sus greed.” Altman and others named 
in the suit “intentionally courted and 
deceived Musk, preying on Musk’s 
humanitarian concern about the exis-
tential dangers posed by artifi cial intel-
ligence,” according to the complaint.

Musk was an early investor in Ope-

nAI when it was founded in 2015 and 
co-chaired its board alongside Altman. 
In the lawsuit, he said he invested “tens 
of millions” of dollars and recruited 
top AI research scientists for OpenAI. 
Musk resigned from the board in early 
2018 in a move that OpenAI said - at 
the time - would prevent confl icts of 
interest as he was recruiting AI talent 
to build self-driving technology at the 
electric car maker. 

The Tesla CEO dropped his previous 
lawsuit against OpenAI without expla-
nation in June. That lawsuit alleged 
that when Musk bankrolled OpenAI’s 
creation, he secured an agreement with 
Altman and Brockman to keep the AI 
company as a nonprofi t that would de-

velop technology for the benefi t of the 
public and keep its code open.

“As we said about Elon’s initial 
legal fi ling, which was subsequently 
withdrawn, Elon’s prior emails contin-
ue to speak for themselves,” a spokes-
person for OpenAI said in an emailed 
statement. In March, OpenAI released 
emails from Musk showing his earlier 
support for making it a for-profi t com-
pany.

Musk claims in the new suit that 
he and OpenAI’s namesake objective 
were “betrayed by Altman and his ac-
complices.”

“The perfi dy and deceit are of 
Shakespearean proportions,” the com-
plaint said.

own analysis.
The institute said French companies 

imported almost 4.4 billion cubic me-
ters of Russian LNG in the fi rst half 
of this year, compared to more than 2 
billion cubic meters in the same period 
a year ago. The next biggest import-
ers, Spain and Belgium, saw a 1% rise 
and a 16% decline respectively, IEEFA 
said.

TotalEnergies, the French energy gi-
ant that accounted for the largest share 
of the imports in a list of cargoes be-
tween January and June seen by The 
Associated Press, said it was bound 
by contracts signed before Russia’s 
Ukraine invasion. And France’s Fi-
nance and Economy Ministry told the 
AP that Houthi rebel attacks on ships 
moving through the Suez Canal have 
forced a reshaping of LNG imports - 
gas from the Middle East can no longer 

get easily to Europe, while Russia’s 
route from the Arctic has been unaf-
fected.

The ministry noted that France is 
one of Europe’s main entry points for 
LNG. France and Spain, with seven 
each, have the most LNG terminals in 
Europe. 

At the same time France was im-
porting more Russian LNG, it was 
importing less from other suppliers 
including the United States, Angola, 
Cameroon, Egypt and Nigeria - an 
amount approaching the jump in Rus-
sian LNG, according to the analysis. 
None of those other countries’ LNG 
exports were affected by the Red Sea 
attacks. 

Pricing data for Russian LNG isn’t 
public. But it typically sells for a small 
discount because some buyers don’t 
want it, said Jason Feer, global head 

of business intelligence at energy con-
sultants Poten and Partners.

The extra gas isn’t being used by 
French homes or industry. Demand 
in France fell 9% in the first half 
of this year compared to last year. 
Meanwhile, France’s export of gas 
by pipeline to Belgium rose almost 
10% in the first six months, accord-
ing to Kpler. It’s not possible to tell 
how much of that export was Russian 
LNG.

“What that tells you is people are 
making money off this trade,” said 
Feer. 

Russia’s biggest LNG project is in 
the Arctic Circle’s Yamal Peninsula, 
a joint venture with TotalEnergies, 
which owns 20%. Under a contract 
signed in 2018, TotalEnergies is com-
mitted to buying 4 million tons of gas 
from there annually.
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Ceremony highlights bank’s social responsibility and ESG principles

Burgan Bank honors academically outstanding children of employees
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: As part of its 
unwavering support for its employees 
and their families, Burgan Bank organ-
ized a ceremony to honor the academi-
cally outstanding children of its employ-
ees, who graduated from high school 
with top honors. The ceremony was held 
at Burgan’s Head Offi ce in the presence 
of the Bank’s Executive Management, 
the 11honorees, and their families, as 
a testament to Burgan’s steadfast sup-
port of the youth of Kuwait, beginning 
with the Bank’s family and extending 
to all circles of society. This comes as 
part of the Bank’s comprehensive social 
responsibility program and committed 
strategy for adopting Environmental, 
Social, and Governance (ESG) princi-
ples in business and community devel-
opment efforts.

In his opening speech, Mr. Naqeeb 
Amin, General Manager – Human Re-
sources and Development for the Group 
at Burgan Bank, said: “On behalf of the 
entire Burgan family, I would like to 
congratulate our young graduates on 
their remarkable academic achieve-
ment. To all young graduates, I remind 
them that as they transition to their new 
academic journey in college that brings 
newfound excitement and novel expe-
riences, it is important to maintain a 
spirit of perseverance and dedication; 
no matter the challenges or obstacles. I 
would also like to extend my regards to 
all dedicated parents, starting with our 
valued Burgan Bank employees, whose 
support and encouragement remain in-
tegral to their children’s long-term suc-
cess.”

Given the vital role of youths in 
realizing Kuwait’s vision for growth 
and progress, Mr. Naqeeb confi rmed 
that Burgan Bank remains committed 

to crafting human capital development 
programs that cater to the young and 
aspiring professionals of Kuwait, who 
will build the workforce of tomorrow. 
He also added that Burgan’s HRD de-
partment continues to focus its energy 
on supporting its staff inside and out-
side the workplace, guaranteeing that 
they achieve a healthy work-life bal-
ance which allows them to perform 
their duties as parents in meeting their 
children’s needs.

The honorees, all of whom gradu-
ated from public and private schools 
with 90% or more in their fi eld of 
study, whether literature, sciences or 
other disciplines, received valuable 
gifts from Burgan Bank.

As part of its dynamic and encom-
passing social responsibility program, 
its committed adherence to the guid-
ing ESG principles, and its mission to 
remain an employer of choice, Burgan 
Bank continues to provide its employ-

ees with multiple resources that enable 
them to grow personally and profes-
sionally. This includes efforts such as 
hosting the “Burgan Talks” series and 
offering summer internships for aspir-
ing undergraduate students who wish to 
pursue a career in banking and fi nance. 
Beyond these efforts, the Bank strives 
to organize different engaging events 
and campaigns that aim to raise aware-
ness about vital topics (health, educa-
tion, and fi nancial literacy) among its 
community, and contribute to the multi-
faceted development of Kuwait.

Mr. Naqeeb Amin, General Man-
ager – Human Resources and De-
velopment for the Group at Burgan 

Bank.

Deposit profi ts remain accessible after fi nancing

KFH launches online fi nancing 
against cash collateral service
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Kuwait Fi-
nance House (KFH) provides Financing 
against Cash Collateral Online service. 
This service enables customers to com-
plete their fi nancing transactions through 
KFHonline, accessible via both the mo-
bile app and KFH’s website.

The Financing against Cash Col-
lateral Online is one of the most inno-
vative fi nancing solutions offered by 
KFH to its customers which directly 
addresses their fi nancial needs.

This service enables customers to 
submit a fi nancing request 24/7 with-
out the need to visit KFH branches. 
Customers with investment deposits or 
savings accounts can obtain fi nancing 
for their purchases without encounter-
ing limitations on installment amounts, 
indebtedness, or the need to provide 
various documents or fulfi ll additional 
requirements. This product caters to 
the commercial needs of retail custom-
ers who want to start their own busi-
nesses in various fi elds, including real 
estate, healthcare, engineering, law, 
crafts, fi tness, automotive, and more.

The fi nancing cap is determined by 
the value of the deposit or the blocked 
amount in the customer’s savings ac-
count. Financing is granted against 
collateral that covers the entire debt 
amount. This collateral is placed on 
either a fi xed deposit or a blocked 
amount in the customer’s personal 
savings account. Customers enjoy ad-
ditional benefi ts such as competitive 
profi ts and a credit period of up to 10 
years, with a simple and hassle-free 
transaction process. The deposit prof-

its remain accessible to customers and 
are not tied to the specifi c transaction. 
Furthermore, customers can leverage 
multiple deposits to secure fi nancing 
for a single transaction, and there is 
no maximum fi nancing limit providing 
that the deposit value covers the debt 
amount as per regulations.

The service showcases KFH’s com-
mitment to offering diverse fi nancing 
solutions at competitive rates. This ser-
vice streamlines the application process, 
minimizing time and effort for custom-
ers. For example, the service eliminates 
the need for direct salary deductions, cer-
tifi cates, or guarantors, ensuring a swift 
transaction that caters to customers’ 
needs. Furthermore, customers continue 
to benefi t from special profi t rates dis-
tributed across their deposit and savings 
accounts, even after obtaining fi nancing.

To qualify for Financing against 
Cash Collateral Online, the deposit 
used as collateral must be registered 
in the name of the borrower seeking 

the fi nancing. Additionally, the deposit 
amount must cover the entire debt, 
including both the cost and the profi t. 
There are no limitations on the trans-
action amount or the monthly install-
ment amount. Additionally, fi nancing 
through joint accounts is not permitted.

This service is available to retail 
customers and is considered the fastest 
and easiest way to obtain fi nancing. It 
bypasses lengthy procedures and offers 
immediate approval based on the cus-
tomer’s fi nancial solvency. The service 
aims to provide exceptional customer 
service and create a competitive advan-
tage for KFH customers with existing 
deposit and savings accounts.

KFH is committed to providing cut-
ting-edge technological solutions that 
enable customers to access services 
quickly and effi ciently. This ensures 
that all customer needs are met with 
the highest standards of innovation and 
quality, which remain at the forefront 
of the bank’s priorities.

KFH online

Al Dirwaza account complies with Islamic Sharia

KIB reveals winners of Al Dirwaza 
account’s monthly & weekly draw
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Kuwait International Bank 
(KIB) announced the winners of the monthly and weekly 
draw held under the Al Dirwaza account’s 2024 cam-
paign, which is distinguished by the highest number of 
winners throughout the year. The monthly and weekly 
draw, based on customers’ July deposits, recently took 
place in the presence of representatives from the Minis-
try of Commerce and Industry, as well as representatives 
from the Bank. Fahad Mohammad Battal Aldaihani and 
Naser Fuad Mohammad Alquraini were named the lucky 
winners in the monthly draw, with each customer walk-
ing away with a prize of KD 5,000. As for the weekly 
draw, the KD 1,000 prize was awarded to Hana Khodor-
Khodor, Mahmoud Ali Almohammad, Abdulaziz Abdu-
latif Mohammad Almutawa, Reem Fares Kamel Aldha-
feeri, and Soud Jasim Hussain, whilst the KD 500 prize 
was awarded to Saleh Mohammad Abdulrahman Alsha-
rif, Ahmed Assem Mohamed Mahmoud, Abeer Nawwaf 
Merdhi Alenezi, Khalid Abdullah Mohammad Sarkhouh, 
Sarah Jluwi Faraj Alenezi, Anas Abbas Abdulmotaleb 
Omar, and Sameerah Abdullah Saleh Alhamad. 

It serves to note that AlDirwaza account is a savings 
account for individual customers, based on the Wakala 
investment principle, launched by KIB as one of its bank-
ing products for individuals. The account is currently the 
best of its kind in the sector, with annual expected profi ts 
of up to 2% disbursed on a monthly basis, where the cus-
tomer gets an expected profi t of 2% for the fi rst 3 months 
from the account opening date and up to 1% expected rate 
onward. The expected profi ts are automatically deposited 
into the customer’s account within the fi rst day of the be-
ginning of each month. 

Al Dirwaza account holders are eligible to enter the 
weekly, monthly and annual draws on the condition of 
maintaining at least KD 100 in their account. For the 
weekly and monthly draws, each KD 1 that has com-
pleted a full month’s cycle in the account will count for 
one chance, and chances are calculated based on the low-
est monthly balance preceding the draw. As for the mega 

draw, chances are calculated for each KD 1 that com-
pletes a two-month cycle in the account – based on the 
lowest two monthly balances prior to the draw.

Al Dirwaza account is also in compliance with the pro-
visions of Islamic Sharia and approved by the KIB’s Sha-
ria Supervisory Board. Furthermore, the account comes 
with a wide range of benefi ts, including the ease of open-
ing the account, which does not require a salary transfer, 
and the customer’s ability to open it remotely without 
visiting a branch through KIB Online on the Bank’s web-
site or KIB Mobile application on smartphones. 

Additionally, Al Dirwaza account automatically grants 
customers instant issuance of an ATM card, with a KD 
2,000 ATM daily withdrawal limit, as well as the ability 
to issue credit cards against the cash collateral in the ac-
count. To open the account and participate in its draws, 
a minimum of KD 100 is required and can only be with-
drawn upon account closure.

Al Dirwaza account.

Al Shabab package offers various discounts

NBK introduces enhanced ‘Al Shabab’ 
package & allowance for Kuwaiti youth
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Underscor-
ing its constant efforts to meet the 
needs of its youth customers and 
to provide the best services and of-
fers that suit their various lifestyles, 
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) 
has announced the launch of its en-
hanced Al Shabab Package and Stu-
dent Allowance Campaign, which 
aims to provide exceptional benefi ts 
and exclusive offers to young Ku-
waitis aged 13-24.

The NBK Al Shabab Package 
offers a wide range of benefi ts cen-
tralized on 5 categories: Entertain-
ment, F&B, Electronics, Sports, and 
Lifestyle. The Package includes a 
buy-one-get-one free ticket at VOX 
cinemas, making movie nights more 
exciting and affordable. Al Shabab 
Customers can also avail a weekly 
discount of KD 3 on food orders 
through the Deliveroo App. In ad-
dition, customers can benefi t from 
monthly signifi cant discounts on se-
lected items from Chips store, ensur-
ing access to the latest gadgets and 
tech products as well. Furthermore, 
customers can receive a 20% dis-
count on all Platinum GYM and Miss 
Platinum subscriptions, encouraging 
a healthy and active lifestyle. To en-
hance shopping experiences for the 
customers, Al Shabab Package also 
provides a 10% instant discount and 
points collection at various outlets.  

In addition to Al Shabab Package 
benefi ts, students who transfer their al-

lowance to NBK will have the chance 
to enjoy further benefi ts. This includes 
a weekly cashback of up to KD 5 on 
fuel at OULA every Friday, and com-
plimentary coffee and snacks from 
Pret-A-Manger on every Saturday. 

Abdullah Al Najdi, Senior Man-
ager, Consumer Banking Group at 
National Bank of Kuwait stated, 
“The Al Shabab and Student Allow-
ance Campaign is designed to cater 
to the diverse needs of our young 
customers. We aim to provide value 
through a range of benefi ts that sup-
port their entertainment, technologi-

cal, lifestyle, and fi tness needs. This 
campaign reinforces NBK’s com-
mitment to enriching the lives of the 
youth in Kuwait.”

It is worth mentioning that NBK 
Consumer Banking Group always 
places the youth as a top priority in 
all the services, enhancements, cut-
ting-edge payment solutions, as well 
as the prizes and exceptional offers 
they provide.

For more information about the 
NBK Al Shabab Package and to ap-
ply, visit nbk.com/sha or contact our 
customer service at [1801801].

Al Shabab campaign.

‘Defending websites from malicious bots’

AI advances challenge traditional CAPTCHA methods
By Tam Nguyen, University of Dayton

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofi t 
source of news, analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

❑          ❑          ❑

CAPTCHAs are those now ubiquitous challenges you en-
counter to prove that you’re a human and not a bot when 
you go to log in to many websites.

Websites and mobile apps have long been attacked by 
bots on a massive scale. Those malicious bots are pro-
grammed to automatically consume a large amount of 
computing resources, post spam messages, collect data 
from websites and even register and perform user au-
thentication. This state of affairs led to the introduction 
of CAPTCHA, which stands for Completely Automated 
Public Turing test to tell Computers and Humans Apart. 

As a computer scientist, I see CAPTCHAs as an effec-
tive shield for websites to prevent automated attacks, en-
hance cybersecurity and improve user experience - at least 
in the short term. For example, denial-of-service attacks 
create a bottleneck and cause a web server to become 
overloaded and unresponsive. CAPTCHAs help stop au-
tomated bots from executing such denial-of-service at-
tacks and even fraudulent activities such as sending spam 
messages and creating fake accounts. 

Meanwhile, fi nancial institutions rely on CAPTCHAs 
to protect against bots trying to steal clients’ data. Ad-
ditionally, CAPTCHAs improve the integrity of online 
voting and polls by preventing automated bots from ma-
nipulating results.

CAPTCHAs are designed to show questions or chal-
lenges that are easy for humans but diffi cult for comput-
er bots to answer. In practice, there are several types of 
CAPTCHAs: text-based, image-based, audio-based and 
behavior-based.

Text-based CAPTCHAs have been very popular since 
the early days of the internet. This CAPTCHA type re-
quires users to read a distorted and complicated image of 
text and enter the answer into a text fi eld. A variant of 
text-based CAPTCHA asks users to solve simple math 
problems like “18+5” or “23-7.” However, it was recently 
solved by advanced optical character recognition algo-
rithms, thanks to the proliferation of deep-learning AIs. 

When the text is tuned to be more distorted and more 
complicated, actual humans ironically fail to provide a 
correct answer. 

Audio CAPTCHA plays a short audio clip containing 
a series of numbers or letters spoken by a human or syn-
thetic voice, which the user listens to and then types into 
a provided text fi eld. The input is verifi ed against the cor-
rect answer to determine whether the user is human. Like 
text-based CAPTCHAs, audio CAPTCHA can be diffi cult 
for humans to interpret due to factors such as background 
noise, poor audio quality, heavy distortion and unfamiliar 

accents.
Image-based CAPTCHAs were introduced to make it 

more challenging for bots. Users must identify specifi c 
objects from images - for example, selecting all image 
blocks containing traffi c lights. This task leverages human 
visual perception, which is still superior to most computer 
vision-based bots. However, this type of CAPTCHA also 
confuses people in many cases.

Behavior-based CAPTCHAs analyze user behav-
iors such as mouse movements and typing patterns. re-
CAPTCHA, a popular behavior-based CAPTCHA, re-
quires users to check the “I am not a robot” box. During 
this process, reCAPTCHA analyzes mouse movement 
and mouse click to differentiate between humans and 
bots. Humans typically have more varied and less predict-
able behaviors, while bots often show precise and consist-
ent actions.

CAPTCHA is one more battleground in the seemingly 
endless battle between AI and humans. Nowadays, AI has 
become more advanced, using modern techniques such as 
deep learning and computer vision to solve CAPTCHA 
challenges.

For instance, optical character recognition algorithms 
have improved, making text-based CAPTCHAs less ef-
fective. Audio CAPTCHA can be bypassed by advanced 
speech-to-text technology. Similarly, AI models trained 
on vast image datasets can solve many image-based 
CAPTCHAs with high accuracy rates.

On the other side of the battlefi eld, CAPTCHA re-
searchers have created more complex CAPTCHA tech-
nologies. For example, reCAPTCHA assesses user inter-
actions and computes their likelihood of being human. 

Ironically, humans are helping AI solve complicated 
CAPTCHAs. For instance, click farms hire a large pool 
of low-paid workers to click on ads, such as social media 
posts, follow accounts, write fake reviews and even solve 
CAPTCHA questions. Their work is to help AI systems 
behave like humans in order to defeat CAPTCHAs and 
other fraud-prevention techniques.

The future of CAPTCHAs will be infl uenced by the 
ongoing advancements in AI. The traditional CAPTCHA 
methods are becoming less effective, thus future 
CAPTCHA systems are likely to focus more on analyzing 
user behavior, such as how people interact with websites, 
making it harder for bots to mimic that behavior. 

Websites might turn to the use of biometric CAPTCH-
As, such as facial recognition or fi ngerprint scanning, 
though these raise privacy concerns. CAPTCHA can be 
replaced by blockchain, which uses verifi able credentials 
to authenticate users. These credentials, issued by trusted 
entities and stored in digital wallets, ensure interactions 
are performed by verifi ed humans rather than bots. 

Future CAPTCHAs might work alongside AI systems 
in real time, constantly adapting and evolving to stay 
ahead of automated attacks. (AP)

The Conversation

Members of Burgan’s Executive Management in a group photo with the Bank’s employees and their academically outstanding children graduates.
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 This image released by Sony Pictures shows Zachary Levi, right, and Lil Rel Howery in a scene from ‘Harold and the Purple Crayon.’ (AP)

‘I didn’t hand nobody no gun’

Man charged in PnB Rock murder claims ‘I did nothing’
COMPTON, Calif., Aug 6, (AP): A man charged with murder vehe-
mently denied in court testimony that he sent his 17-year-old son into a 
Los Angeles restaurant in 2022 to rob and kill hip-hop star PnB Rock. 

“I understand you’re trying to put together your story,” Freddie 
Trone told a prosecutor during cross-examination in a Compton, Cali-
fornia, courtroom at his trial Monday before closing arguments began. 
“I never had nothing to do with it. I wasn’t there. I didn’t tell nobody to 
do nothing. I didn’t hand nobody no gun.” 

Trone had not been asked directly about his guilt, but had grown 
increasingly frustrated with questioning from Deputy District Attorney 
Timothy Richardson and heatedly volunteered the denial.

“How is this relevant to trying to tie me to something?” Trone asked 
the prosecutor at one point. He later shouted, “for the fi fth time!” after 
answering a question about encountering his son after the shooting. 

The defense made the rare and risky move of putting the Trone, 42, 
on the stand as he faces one charge of murder, two counts of second-
degree robbery and one count of conspiracy to commit robbery. He 
was the only defense witness called.  Trone acknowledged on the stand 
that the crimes were “heinous” and that his son, who is in the juvenile 
justice system and has not been tried, was “dangerous.” 

Richardson seized on both during his closing argument, saying, “But 
you send your 17-year-old son with knowledge of the problems he pos-
sesses to do this?” 

Richardson repeatedly spoke with extra emphasis, as if in disbelief, 
when he said to jurors, “his son” or “his biological son.”  The Associ-
ated Press does not typically name minors who are accused of crimes. 

PnB Rock, the Philadelphia rapper whose legal name is Rakim Al-
len, was best known for his 2016 hit “Selfi sh” and for guest appear-
ances on other artists’ songs such as YFN Lucci’s “Everyday We Lit” 
and Ed Sheeran’s “Cross Me” with Chance the Rapper.

Richardson emphasized to jurors that a non-shooter can be guilty 
of felony murder when they are a “major participant” who acted with 
“reckless indifference to human life.” 

“A robbery is inherently dangerous,” Richardson said. “It’s up close 
and personal.” 

The prosecutor then walked the jurors through the events of Sept. 12, 
2022, replaying clips from the surveillance video the case heavily relied on.

Surveillance
Video showed Trone in the parking lot of a South Los Angeles Ros-

coe’s House of Chicken and Waffl es restaurant about 30 minutes be-
fore the killing. Trone testifi ed that he had reason to be there because 
he was drumming up business for his nearby beauty shop.

Richardson showed a surveillance image of Trone’s friend and co-
defendant, Tremont Jones, fi st-bumping Allen, whose arm had valu-
able pieces of jewelry he had. 

“Was there motive? Yes!” Richardson said. “Half-a-million dollar 
worth!” 

Prosecutors allege Jones tipped Trone off to the rapper’s presence 
and his jewelry. Jones has pleaded guilty to two counts of robbery and 
one count of conspiracy.

Richardson showed video from minutes later of Trone’s Buick En-
clave dropping off the boy near the restaurant and picking him up a few 
minutes later. Trone testifi ed that his keys and Buick had disappeared 
before the shooting and he later found his son and the SUV with three 
other young men. 

The defense, which gives its closing on Tuesday, plans to argue that 
video of the teen getting in and out of the back of the car rather than 
the passenger seat was evidence that there were several people inside.

The prosecutor also showed video from inside the restaurant during 
the shooting, the actual killing is behind a dividing wall and mostly 
not visible.

Allen’s mother, who was in the audience often wiping away tears, 
looked away during the video and left the courtroom before Richardson 
showed jurors a medical examiner’s photo of Allen after his death. 

Witnesses testifi ed that a person in a ski mask walked up, demanded 
their jewelry, then fi red. Allen was shot once in the chest and twice in 
the back as he fell to the ground. A gun was found on him, but prosecu-
tors say it was not pulled or fi red. 

TAIPEI, Taiwan: Chinese-Amer-
ican physicist Tsung-Dao Lee, 
who in 1957 became the second-
youngest scientist to receive a 
Nobel Prize, died Sunday at his 
home in San Francisco at age 97, 
according to a Chinese university 
and a research center.

Lee, whose work advanced the 
understanding of particle physics, 
was one of the great masters in the 
fi eld, according to a joint obituary 
released Monday by the Tsung-Dao 
Lee Institute at Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University and the Beijing-based 
China Center for Advanced Science 
and Technology. Lee, a naturalized 
US citizen since 1962, was also a 
professor emeritus at Columbia 
University in New York.

Robert Oppenheimer, known 
as the father of the atomic bomb, 
once praised Lee as one of the most 
brilliant theoretical physicists of the 
time, whose work showed “remark-
able freshness, versatility and style.”

Lee was born in Shanghai on 
Nov. 24, 1926, the third of six 
children to a merchant father, 
Tsing-Kong Lee, and a mother, 
Ming-Chang Chang, who was a 
devout Catholic, according to local 
newspaper Wenhui Daily.

He went to high school in 
Shanghai and attended National 
Chekiang University in Guizhou 
province and National Southwest 
Associated University in Kun-
ming in Yunnan province.

After his sophomore year, he 
received a scholarship from the Chi-
nese government to attend graduate 
school in the United States.

Between 1946 and 1950, he 
studied at the University of Chi-
cago under Enrico Fermi, a Nobel 
laureate in physics.

In the early 1950s, Lee worked 
at the Yerkes Observatory in 
Wisconsin, at the University of 
California at Berkeley and at the 
Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton, N.J.

His research in elementary 
particles, statistical mechanics, as-
trophysics and fi eld theory, among 
others, was standing out.

In 1953, he joined Columbia Uni-
versity as an assistant professor. Three 
years later, at age 29, he became the 
youngest-ever full professor there. 
He developed a model for studying 
various quantum phenomena known 
as the “Lee model.”

In 1957, Lee was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in physics together 

with Chen-Ning Yang for 
work exploring the symmetry 
of subatomic particles as they 
interact with the force that holds 
atoms together. At 31, Lee was 
the second-youngest scientist to 
receive the distinction.

He won many other accolades 
including the Albert Einstein 
Award in Science, the Galileo 

Galilei Medal and the G. Bude 
Medal, as well as honorary doctor-
ates and titles from organizations 
around the world.

As China became more open 
to international exchanges in the 
1970s, Lee returned to his home 
country on repeated visits to give 
lectures and encourage the devel-
opment of sciences, according to 

state media. (AP)
❑     ❑     ❑

HOUSTON: Actor Akili McDowell, 
who starred in the television series 
“David Makes Man” and had roles 
in “Billions” and “The Astronaut 
Wives Club,” has been charged with 
fatally shooting a man in the parking 
lot of a Houston apartment complex, 

authorities said.
McDowell, 21, was charged last 

week with murder in the July 20 
shooting death of Cesar Peralta, 20, 
the Harris County sheriff’s offi ce 
said. McDowell remained in jail Mon-
day on $400,000 bond on the murder 
charge. The attorney listed for him 
in court records did not immediately 
reply to a request for comment. (AP)
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‘Purple Crayon’ movie brings iconic book to life

Adult Harold ventures into reality in fi lm
By Kaitlyn Huamani

‘Harold and the Purple Crayon,’ the famed 1955 
children’s picture book, is getting the three-di-

mensional treatment nearly 70 years after its release.
The picture book, written and illustrated by Crockett 

Johnson, follows Harold, a child who can create whatever 
he can imagine, so long as he draws it with his magic purple 
crayon. The fi lm adaptation opens with a short animated 
sequence that gives life to the book’s famous illustrations. 
But how far can a children’s picture book stretch across an 
hour and a half-long movie? Not very.

After the fi lm gets through the book’s story in about 
a minute, the narrator says that the book’s ending was 
not the close of Harold’s story. Cut to an animated adult 
Harold, all grown up but still in a onesie, with his purple 
sketched friends, Moose and Porcupine, as they venture 
around their two-dimensional existence and wonder 
what goes on in “the real world.”

After some brief exposition and short narration by 
Alfred Molina, Harold (Zachary Levi) draws a door 
labeled “Real World” and walks through it. He’s then 
miraculously spit out in Providence, Rhode Island, as 
a “real” person. Moose and Porcupine, played by Lil 
Rel Howery and Tanya Reynolds, respectively, follow 
through the magical door shortly after. Together, they 
embark on a mission to fi nd the book’s narrator and au-
thor - the “old man,” as they call him - to ask him why 
he created them and their story.

What we get from there is something that feels like 
a hybrid of characters played by Amy Adams in “En-
chanted” and Will Ferrell in “Elf”: an adult person who 
left their animated or fantasy world and is incredibly 
unfamiliar with reality. It’s an entertaining idea to see 
someone so naive navigating everyday life, but it feels 
rather derivative.

Much like her character in “Elf,” Zooey Deschanel 
plays Terry, a “real world” woman who is unenthused 
by our other-worldly protagonist’s antics for the bet-
ter part of the movie. As the mother of the young and 
creative Mel (Benjamin Bottani), Terry hits Harold and 
Moose with her car, and eventually lets them stay at her 
house after some convincing from her son.

Predictably, shenanigans ensue as Harold lacks un-
derstanding of how to behave as the adult everyone sees 
him as (and wreaks havoc with his magic crayon). Levi 
is terribly earnest as Harold, making his hijinks more 
endearing.

Director Carlos Saldanha, an animation veteran who 
helmed the “Ice Age” franchise and the “Rio” movies, 
keeps the story moving with light humor and fun vi-
suals sprinkled throughout. The imaginative animation 
over the live-action shots is the movie’s highlight, as 
Harold can still create anything with his purple crayon 
in the real world. With more colors and dimensions to 
play with now, he draws everything from a plane they 
fl y over Rhode Island to Mel’s imaginary pet, which is 
some sort of dragon-lizard hybrid.

The plot, again, feels familiar when we meet the vil-
lain, librarian Gary, who wants to wield the powers of 
the crayon to feed his self-serving interests. Gary (Je-
maine Clement) uses the crayon to make the fantasy 
world of his failing book come to life so he can get “re-
venge” on the publishers who turned it down. As far as 
confl ict goes, it falls a little fl at, but it does result in a 
sweet lesson of empathy; Gary says he just wanted to 
be in a place where he can fi t in and Harold, using the 
crayon for good, creates that world for him.

While much of the movie may feel well-worn, I’d 
wager many copies of “Harold and the Purple Crayon” 
have seen better days. It’s the kind of children’s book 
that’s stayed on shelves through multiple generations. 
Even if the book’s story has been told and the movie’s 
format has been done before, a movie that reminds us 
to be imaginative - and that delivers some imaginative 
visuals to boot - can’t really get old.

“Harold and the Purple Crayon,” a Columbia Pic-
tures release, is rated PG by the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation for mild action and thematic elements. Running 
time: 92 minutes. Two stars out of four.

Also:
LOS ANGELES: The moments are seared into the pop 
culture pantheon. And our collective consciousness.

A friendly alien taking Henry Thomas’ character 
Elliott on an airborne bike ride with the full moon as a 
backdrop in “E.T.” Carol Anne (Heather O’Rourke) 

in “Poltergeist,” getting out of bed, staring into a pul-
sating TV screen, turning to her family and warning: 
“They’re here.” Arnold Schwarzenegger’s titular hero 
Conan the Barbarian succinctly listing for his compa-
triots what is best in life: “To crush your enemies. See 
them driven before you. And hear the lamentation of 
their women.”

Former Entertainment Weekly fi lm critic Chris 
Nashawaty walks readers through the signifi cance (and 
making) of each of the fi lms, as well as fi ve other sci-
ence fi ction/fantasy classics — “Blade Runner,” “Mad 
Max 2: The Road Warrior,” “Star Trek II: The Wrath 
of Khan,” “The Thing” and “Tron” — that, incredibly, 
were released within two months of each other in the 
summer of 1982.

In the ultra-entertaining and informative “The Future 
Was Now: Madmen, Mavericks, and the Epic Sci-Fi 
Summer of 1982,” Nashawaty makes the case that the 
octet of fl icks altered the trajectory, not only of the au-
teurs at the helm, but of Hollywood fi lmmaking.

“The summer of 1982 was the moment when sci-fi , 
fantasy, and splashy blockbusters ripped from the pag-
es of comic books would grow up,” Nashawaty writes. 
“These fi lms could no longer be nonchalantly dismissed 
as kids’ stuff.

“They became the harbingers of a new era and eventu-
ally the most dominant force in popular entertainment.”

His thesis is solid, sure. But it’s not what makes “The 
Future Was Now” a great read. The behind-the-scenes 
intrigue does that.

Nashawaty digs deep into the history of how these 
groundbreaking fi lms got — and were — made. Per-
haps most fascinating is the tale of burgeoning cinema 
maestro Steven Spielberg leading his young charges 
through the fi lming of the now-classic “E.T.” and more 
or less taking over the production of “Poltergeist,” a 
much different kind of fi lm that now is considered to be 
a landmark in the horror genre.

Add in the complex origins of the “Star Trek” and 
“Mad Max” sequels, plus Ridley Scott’s odyssey in 
transforming a Philip K. Dick novel into the big-screen 
cult classic “Blade Runner,” and you’ve got a must-
read for any cinephile. (AP)

Lee McDowell
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Music
Memorable moments

Snoop has exploded on
Olympics’ global stage
PARIS, Aug 6, (AP): Snoop Dogg 
steps out of a sleek black SUV, his 
entourage in tow, as a Parisian crowd 
erupts into chants of “Snoop, Snoop, 
Snoop!” outside the NBC set.

Decked out in a custom-made, 
Noah Lyles-themed USA sweatsuit, 
the ultra-smooth entertainer glides 
past the adoring fans with fl ash-
ing phone cameras into the Musee 
de l’Homme. Inside, his longtime 
friend Martha Stewart greets him 
with a hug. They chat, clink drink 
glasses and then he “crip walks” 
onto the set to 
fi lm a Sunday 
night segment.

OK, the show 
can start - Snoop 
has arrived. Lit-
erally.

At the Paris 
Games, grand 
entrances have 
become the 
norm in Snoop’s 
spectacular Olym-
pic life.

“When the lights are on, that’s 
when I shine the best,” he told The 
Associated Press after returning 
from watching Lyles’ historic vic-
tory in the 100-meter sprint and fi lm-
ing a primetime segment with Mike 
Tirico and Stewart, a surprise guest.

“This opportunity was nothing but 
a chance for me to show the world 
what it’s supposed to look like when 
you put the right person in the right 
environment,” Snoop said. 

Snoop, 52, has become the star of 
the Paris Games, ascending to new 
heights with several memorable 
moments. He’s carried the Olym-
pic torch, captivated audiences as 
NBC’s prime-time correspondent, 
swam with Michael Phelps, attended 
a U.S. women’s soccer game with 
Megan Rapinoe, danced with Si-
mone Biles and Jordan Chiles, and 
cheered on Caeleb Dressel alongside 
the swimmer’s wife and son.

The rap icon is currently in his 
comfort zone. And sleep? Even 
that’s having a hard time catching up 
with the on-the-go multihyphenate 
entertainer.

Active
“This ain’t the town to sleep in. This 

ain’t the time to sleep. This is time to 
be on it like you want it. It’s differ-
ent events happening day and night. 
I want to be active with everything, 
because I love the American athletes 
and competition. This is what I’m here 
for.” Stewart said she’s extremely 
proud of how Snoop is successfully 
taking on the challenge. She was im-
pressed by his ability to genuinely 
connect with Olympians and their 
family members. 

“I think he’s done an amazing job 

for the Olympics,” said Stewart, who 
attended a equestrian team dressage 
event with Snoop on her 83rd birth-
day Saturday. For the horseback 
riding competition, the duo wore 
matching helmets, black jackets and 
white pants.

Celebration
“This is the celebration of the fi n-

est athleticism ever in the world and 
he has made it so accessible to eve-
rybody,” she continued. “That’s his 
talent. Everybody loves him.”

Snoop also has the Games’ most 
in-demand souvenir: A Snoop Dogg 
pin, which shows him wearing a blue 
top while exhaling rings colored the 
same as the Olympics logo. He’s 
gifted one to tennis star Coco Gauff, 
but passed on offering more details 
for now on how to obtain more say-
ing, “I’m going to be honest with 
you. I have zero answers for that.”

Meanwhile, Snoop has mastered 
the art of being himself in front of the 
television camera - even for a global 
audience. He initially went into his 
correspondent assignment, thinking 
NBC wanted more “buttoned-up” 
commentary from him until network 
executives encouraged him to be his 
authentic self - especially after see-
ing his in-person potential during the 
US Olympic trials.

At the trials, Snoop had done casual 
on-video interviews with a few Olym-
pians about their sports, including 
women’s basketball player A’ja Wil-
son, gymnast Sunisa Lee, skateboard-
er Jagger Eaton and beach volleyball 
players Sara Hughes and Kelly Cheng. 
He met with Lyles and participated in 
a 200-meter race - clocking in at 34.44 
seconds - with NBC analyst and for-
mer Trinidadian track star Ato Boldon 
and former US national champion 
Wallace Spearmon.

“This is what I do. I do it every 
day,” said the rapper, who had al-
ready become a fan favorite dur-
ing the Tokyo Games, when he and 
Kevin Hart did in-studio commen-
tary for Peacock in which he called 
a “layup drill.”  “That’s why it’s not 
hard for me,” he said. “It’s not like 
an act. The bits that we do. They’re 
comfortable. They’re not stretched 
or forced. It’s me being me.”

Snoop’s presence in Paris is part of 
NBC’s bet to boost ratings by infusing 
coverage with pop culture. So far, the 
US broadcaster’s strategy has worked, 
combined with the star power from 
US Olympians such as Biles, Katie 
Ledecky and Sha’Carri Richardson. 

Through a fi ve-day span begin-
ning with the opening ceremony on 
July 26, the company averaged 34 
million people a day watching on 
NBC, cable networks and Peacock, 
up from 19 million over the same 
period in Tokyo.

Snoop This cover image released by Scribner shows ‘Five-Star Stranger’ 
by Kat Tang. (AP)

This cover image released by Regalo Press shows ‘The Cheese-
maker’s Daughter’ by Kristin Vukovic. (AP)

‘The Cheesemaker’s,’ culturally rich book

‘Five-Star Stranger’ is a smart novel
NEW YORK, Aug 6, (AP): As our lives be-
come more automated, increasingly niche 
jobs materialize to fi ll in the gaps. Ours is 
a society in which people hire celebrities to 
make birthday videos, or pay “job leaving 
agents” in hopes of a more frictionless quit-
ting experience. What would it be like to be 
that stranger for hire, to inhabit whatever role 
someone paid you by the hour to be? 

Kat Tang’s debut novel, “Five-Star Stran-
ger,” follows one man over a months-long 
spiral as he realizes he’s getting attached to 
his clients - a violation of his fi rst rule for 
himself as a rental stranger - forcing him to 
confront his past and examine why he got into 
the business in the fi rst place. 

Tang never reveals the Stranger’s real name 
- one of the many ways he becomes a blank 
slate onto which others can project what they 
want. He’s a self-described attractive man, 
whose Japanese American heritage means 
he can code-switch easily between white and 
Asian depending on his clients’ needs. His 
apartment is full of wigs and outfi ts for dif-
ferent personalities and occasions, and he can 
use makeup to age himself up or down.

If this isn’t giving you identity crisis vibes 
yet, he also takes accents, mannerisms and 
stories from clients that he can later whip out 
for another gig. His evening client just wants 
to hear stories for an hour - so he regurgitates 
the stories his afternoon client told him non-
stop, even adopting the original teller’s voice. 

The juxtaposition shows how an insidious 
isolation has crept into our hyperconnected 
psyche, and how loneliness might have been 
solved genuinely and for free had they just 
met the right kind of person - or anyone at all.

But why risk rejection when you can hire 
someone instead? The Stranger notes that, 
“like everything else in this intensely con-
nected yet deeply lonely life, there was an 
app for that.”

The narration often dips into philosophical 
before yanking back to the safety of light-heart-
ed and funny; a whiplash between deep interro-
gations of society and the Stranger’s humorous 
defl ection to avoid getting too lost in it. 

Tang makes it easy to become engrossed in 
the characters. Even the brief encounters are 
made interesting by the psychoanalytical lens 
the Stranger sees them through. It’s a smart 
book, and it has to be to tackle such a topic 
in a thoughtful and thought-provoking way 
without digging itself into an existential hole. 

“Five-Star Stranger” starts bright, hopeful 
and funny. By the end it’s a tangled gloomy 
mess that’s strangely still hopeful, the pro-
tagonist emptied out but not empty. 

With its cool premise, great descriptions 
and amazing attention to emotion and rela-
tionships, “Five-Star Stranger” is a strong 
debut, and Tang an author to keep an eye on.

❑     ❑     ❑

This year, Marina’s annual summer visit 
home to the island of Pag in Croatia turns into 
an extended stay. Marina has a lot to fi gure 
out, and home seems like the place to do it, if 
indeed Pag is still home.

Kristin Vuković’s debut novel is a mouth-
watering platter of culture, history, and the 
everlasting struggle for balance between tra-
dition and progress. “The Cheesemaker’s 
Daughter” is told from Marina’s perspective 
on Pag, where she spent most of her child-
hood and teen years, as Croatia counts down 
the days before offi cially joining the Euro-
pean Union in 2013.

After moving to New York as a refugee from 
the Yugoslav wars, Marina built a life in the 
bustling city. But her job is unfulfi lling and her 
coworkers unfriendly; her husband is inattentive 
and unfaithful; and with her trouble having chil-
dren, it seems like that life she built is wearing 
down to nothing before her eyes.

There are plenty of distractions for Marina 
back on Pag, including a struggling family 
cheese business with failing Soviet-era ma-
chines and a rival cheesemaker whose son, 
Marina’s fi rst love, could be her family’s 
reputational ruin if he keeps bumping into her 
and sending sparks fl ying between them.

Meanwhile, there’s an ongoing push and 
pull between the characters over gender is-
sues - when to jostle for parity and when to 
respect tradition and leave it be.

OK, so it may seem like everything is go-
ing wrong. And it honestly is. But at least 
there’s mouthwatering food.

Reading “The Cheesemaker’s Daughter” 
gave me a thorough craving for cheese and a 
deep desire to visit Croatia. Vuković employs 
beautiful, all-encompassing sensory descrip-
tions, from the smell of the herbs in the air 
to the squawk of seagulls, or the faded fl oral 
print on the sheets Marina had since before 
she could remember. These rich details build 
an enticing world - a scraggly yet comfortable 
one, cold but cozy.

Dedicated to the author’s Croatian grand-
parents who made America home, the novel 
is culturally rich. Vuković takes us on a tour 
of Croatian history and cheesemaking that re-
quires no prior knowledge of either, pepper-
ing these bits throughout the book like herbs 
dotting the scraggly seaside landscape. She 
takes care to explain everything in due time, 
slowly introducing and building upon the re-
ligion, traditions, food and music Marina ex-
periences.

“The Cheesemaker’s Daughter” is a quiet 
but commanding debut - a bit repetitive, but 
in a way that forces you to slow down to the 
speed of life on the island. It’s not the kind of 
book that leaves you on the edge of your seat 
needing to know what happens next, but it did 
leave me yearning to be back in that world 
after I fi nished the book and left it.

Books

ANKARA: Despite the proliferation of mod-
ern shopping malls and the rise e-commerce in 
Turkiye, traditional bazaars continue to hold a 
signifi cant value for Turkish citizens and tourists 
due to the markets’ “hustle and bustle” and amus-
ing haggling for the right price.

These vibrant marketplaces remain a popular 
destination for those seeking unique products and 
goods.

Traditional bazaars operate daily in some areas, 
while others open on specifi c days of the week.

Bazaars feature an array of local product and 
goods, including fresh produce, beautiful jewelry, 
artisanal crafts and cultural artifacts that refl ect the 
rich heritage and Turkish culture.

These markets offer more than just shopping, 
they provide a cultural experience that embod-
ies the country’s traditions and the spirit of its 
people.

One of the key features that distinguish bazaars 
from modern shopping centers was the opportunity 
for buyers to haggle and reach a mutual agreement 
with the seller on the price. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

PARIS: It was the fi nal chance to watch Simone 
Biles at the Paris Olympics, and Tom Brady 
seized it.

Like so many top athletes and A-list celebrities 
before him, the former NFL quarterback came to 
see the American superstar performing at Bercy 
Arena.

He did not get the chance to see Biles on the top 
of an Olympic podium, though.

Biles could have tied the record for most Olym-
pic gold medals by any female athlete in any sport 
with two more wins on the fi nal day of gymnastics 
competitions. But she fell during her beam routine 
on Monday, and then earned silver in the fl oor 
exercise after a routine that included a couple of 
costly steps out of bounds.

Brady attended the beam competition with his 
daughter, Vivian, sitting close to the front row. He 
also met with Biles’ teammate Sunisa Lee, who 
posted a picture of her posing with Brady on her 
Instagram account.

Brady, who turned 47 on Saturday, posed for a 
lot of pictures with Lee, 21. But when they sepa-
rated, all the fans followed Lee. 

The large number of celebrities who have turned 
out at the gymnastics venue sometimes gave the 

Variety impression that the Cannes fi lm festival was going 
on at the Bercy Arena.

A-listers Nicole Kidman, Natalie Portman and 
Serena Williams previously gathered at the Olym-
pic venue to watch the most decorated athlete in 
the history of gymnastics. Spike Lee, Michael 
Phelps, Lady Gaga, Tom Cruise and Jessica 
Chastain also made a stop at the gymnastics 
venue. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

NEW YORK: Bloomberg News apologized and 
disciplined employees on Monday for prematurely 
publishing a story last week that revealed a pris-
oner exchange involving the United States and 
Russia that led to the release of detained American 
journalist Evan Gershkovich.

Bloomberg’s story, released before the prisoners 
had actually been freed, violated the company’s 
ethical standards, John Micklethwait, Bloomb-
erg’s editor-in-chief, said in a memo to his staff.

The company would not say how many employ-
ees were disciplined and would not identify them. 
The story carried the bylines of Jennifer Jacobs, 
senior White House reporter for Bloomberg News, 
and Cagan Koc, Amsterdam bureau chief.

“We take accuracy very seriously,” Mick-
lethwait said in the memo. “But we also have a 
responsibility to do the right thing. In this case we 
didn’t.”

Besides Wall Street Journal reporter Gershko-
vich, the exchange freed Paul Whelan, a Michi-
gan corporate security executive jailed since 2018, 
and Alsu Kurmasheva, a journalist with dual 
U.S.-Russia citizenship. In return, the U.S. and 
other countries gave up Russians who had been 
charged or convicted of serious crimes.

Gershkovich’s imprisonment on espionage 

charges that his family and newspaper denied 
attracted particular attention in the journalism 
community, and the Journal campaigned vigor-
ously for his release. Word of the deal had begun 
to spread among people familiar with the cases 
and the White House briefed reporters about it 
on an embargoed basis - meaning the journalists 
agreed not to release the information until given an 
offi cial go-ahead.

Offi cials wanted to keep the news under wraps 
until the prisoners were safely released into U.S. 
custody for fear that public knowledge could 
scuttle the deal, and the Bloomberg story was 
published while a plane carrying them was fl ying 
to a drop-off point.

“This was not about a broken embargo,” The 
Wall Street Journal said in a statement Monday. “It 
was a report that Evan had been freed when in fact 
he had not yet been. We’re happy that Bloomberg 
corrected it.”

Jacobs, in a statement issued on X, said that at 
no time did she do anything inconsistent with the 
embargo or that knowingly would put anyone at 
risk. She also noted that reporters don’t have the 
fi nal say over when a story is published or with 
what headline.

“As a journalist, the idea that I would jeopardize 
the safety of a fellow reporter is deeply upsetting 
on a level that’s diffi cult to describe,” Jacobs said. 
“I am so happy that Evan Gershkovich and the 
others are home.”

The initial Bloomberg story, which moved 
at 7:41 a.m. on Thursday, said that Russia was 
releasing Gershkovich and Whelan as part of a 
major prison swap, “according to people familiar 
with the situation.” It was updated more than an 
hour later to say that the prisoners had not yet been 
released.

The White House offi cially lifted its embargo at 
11:33 a.m.

Bloomberg’s story put pressure on other news 
outlets to try to match it through other sources, 
without breaking the terms of the embargo agree-
ments. The Associated Press, for example, sent an 
alert at 10:41 a.m. that Gershkovich and Whelan 
were being freed, quoting Turkish offi cials.

Shortly after the initial story moved, a Bloomb-
erg editor wrote on X that “it is one of the greatest 
honors on my career to have helped break this 
news. I love my job and my colleagues,” according 
to New York magazine. That post didn’t sit well 
with other journalists who were aware of what was 
going on but were constrained from reporting it. 
(AP)Brady Biles
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Reproductive health experts explain why monthly cycle matters

Why menstrual cycle key indicator of overall health
By Evelina Sterling, Kennesaw 
State University and Marga-
ret Louisa Stubbs, Chatham 

University
The Conversation is an indepen-
dent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from ac-
ademic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

‘When was your last period?’
For anyone who menstru-

ates, this is a routine question during 
any visit to your doctor.

Health care providers generally ask 
this to determine whether their pa-
tient is concerned about a menstrual 
problem, or a possible pregnancy, or 
whether menopause is approaching or 
has occurred.

But rarely is the question discussed 
in the context of exploring menstrual 
experience as a “vital sign of health” 
throughout life. In fact, many provid-
ers fail to recognize the fundamental 
role of the menstrual cycle in overall 
health.

Menstrual experiences throughout 
the reproductive years and beyond can 
offer critical insights into a person’s 
overall well-being, akin to blood pres-
sure, body temperature and heart rate. 

We are a medical sociologist and 
public health researcher who focuses 
on women’s health issues and a pro-
fessor emerita of psychology who has 
studied menstrual experiences across 
the life span and worked to improve 
menstrual education and body lit-
eracy.

Although it may seem as though the 
menstrual cycle’s main role is to facili-
tate pregnancy, this is only part of its 
purpose. In fact, it is a cornerstone of 
overall health and well-being though-
out the reproductive years and into the 
menopausal transition.

Hormones
The menstrual cycle, or period, is 

a term that describes the sequence of 
events that occurs in the body that pre-
pares for the possibility of pregnancy 
each month. It is measured from the 
time of the first day of menstruation 
until the first day of your next men-
struation.

Although cycles vary, the overall 
menstrual process is the same for ev-
eryone. The menstrual cycle typically 
lasts about 28 days, but menstrual 
cycles ranging from 24 to 38 days are 
usually considered healthy. Cycles that 
do not regularly fall within this range 
should be further investigated for any 
underlying causes.

The menstrual cycle involves specif-
ic hormonal changes and physiologi-
cal processes and comprises four main 
phases:

Menstruation: This is the shed-
ding of the uterine lining, occurring if 
pregnancy does not happen. Bleeding 
usually lasts for two to seven days but 
can vary month to month and across 
an individual’s life span. However, 
if bleeding tends to be outside of this 
range, especially month after month, 
underlying causes should be consid-
ered. The total amount of blood  lost 
during one period is usually about 60 
milliliters (about 2 ounces), although 
it can feel like a lot more at times. At 
that rate of bleeding, it takes about four 
hours for a regular tampon or pad to 
become fully soaked.

Follicular phase: Ovarian follicles 
grow, stimulated by follicle-stimulat-
ing hormone, preparing for ovulation.

Ovulation: Mid-cycle, a surge in lu-
teinizing hormone triggers the release 
of a mature egg from the ovary, which 
allows the body to be ready for poten-
tial fertilization. If fertilization occurs, 
a pregnancy begins.

Luteal phase: Post-ovulation, the 
follicle transforms into the corpus lu-
teum, producing progesterone to sup-
port a potential pregnancy.

Regular menstrual cycles can indi-
cate balanced hormone levels and re-

CANBERRA, Aug. 6, (Xinhua): An 
outbreak of a deadly strain of avian 
influenza in Australia could cause the 
extinction of native species, Tanya 
Plibersek, the minister for the envi-
ronment and water, has warned.

In a speech on Tuesday, Plibersek 
said the government is worried about 
the potential impact of the H5N1 
High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza 
(HPAI) in Australia.

Australia is the last continent to re-
main free of the deadly strain, which 
has caused widespread deaths of birds 
and other wildlife populations around 
the world.

Plibersek told the Zoo and Aquari-
um Association conference on Tues-
day that the variant is coming for 
Australia and could cause major dam-
age to biodiversity.

She said the government is con-
cerned about the extinction risk to 
bird species in captive breeding pro-
grams that already have critically low 
populations in the wild.

“There’s little capacity to cope with 
a new disease,” she said.

“We are also worried that species in 
the wild that are currently doing well 
- or traveling along OK - will become 
vulnerable to extinction due to mass 
deaths.”

The government in July announced 
a 6.9 million Australian dollar (4.5 
million U.S. dollars) funding boost 
for avian influenza surveillance pro-
grams, warning at the time that mi-
gratory birds arriving in the country 
for the spring could bring the H5N1 
strain with them.

Plibersek said the government was 
taking the threat seriously, but that an 
all-in approach was needed between 
different levels of government and 
private organizations to minimize the 
risk at a particularly dangerous time 
as the spring migration approaches.

The federal government in 2022 
set a goal of preventing new extinc-
tions of any native plant or animal 
species.  

❑      ❑      ❑

Swine bacteria: Vietnam’s capi-
tal Hanoi reported the first death of 
streptococcus suis so far this year, a 
bacterium that comes from pigs, local 
media reported Tuesday.

An 86-year-old woman in Quoc 
Oai district reportedly died of the in-
fection.

She was sent for a health check-up 
at 103 Military Hospital on Monday 
after having high fever, headache and 
feeling drowsy.

The source of infection has not 
been identified. Since early this year, 
the city reported seven human cases 
of streptococcus suis including one 
death.

❑      ❑      ❑

Dengue: Argentina’s 2023-2024 
dengue season ended with 566,141 
cases and 415 deaths, 3.35 times more 
than the previous season, the Health 
Ministry said Monday.

The season ran from week 31 of 
2023 to week 30 of 2024 (or until July 
28), the ministry said in its latest na-
tional epidemiological bulletin.

A total of 548,862 cases were reg-
istered in 2024, accounting for 97 per-
cent of the season’s total. The central 
region recorded the highest number of 
cases, which accounts for 58.7 per-
cent, followed by the northwest re-
gion and the northeast region.

The median age of those who suc-
cumbed to the disease was 49, with 
fatalities registered in 18 of the coun-
try’s 24 provinces. 

Dengue deaths

Bird flu endangers
Australian species

Hope for new treatment

Why migraine headaches
worse during your period?
By Suchitra Joshi and Jaideep 

Kapu
University of Virginia

The Conversation is an indepen-
dent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from ac-
ademic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

Migraines are throbbing headaches 
often accompanied by nausea 

and increased sensitivity to light, 
sound and touch. Nearly 30 million 
Americans suffer from migraines, and 
almost 1 in 4 of them have at least four 
severe attacks each month. Three times 
as many women suffer from migraine 
headaches as men, and this disparity is 
even more pronounced during repro-
ductive years.

Migraines often occur around the 
menstrual cycle, during which repro-
ductive hormones such as progester-
one and estrogen rise and fall. The 
levels of both these hormones are low 
during the perimenstrual period.

Some patients experience headaches 
exclusively during menstruation, 
called menstrual migraines. These 
migraines tend to be more severe and 
more challenging to treat than episodes 
occurring before or after menstruation. 
Repeated migraine episodes increase 
the risk of chronic migraines. Uncon-
trolled migraines could also increase 
the risk of headaches from the overuse 
of medication.

Research
We are researchers who study how 

progesterone regulates neuronal func-
tion in health and disease. Our research 
over the past several years has focused 
on understanding how this hormone 
and its receptors affect the brain. In our 
recently published research in mice, 
we found that progesterone may make 
people who menstruate more suscep-
tible to migraines.

First, we determined whether pain 
sensitivity in female mice changes 
during their reproductive cycle. Fe-
male mice experience cyclic hormonal 
changes during what are called estrous 
cycles that last for four to five days. 

To do this, we applied thin wires of 
increasing weight to the mice’s hind 
paws to determine their touch sensitiv-

ity. The mice signaled discomfort by 
withdrawing their paw. We found that 
pain sensitivity was higher in mice at 
the end of the cycle when reproductive 
hormone levels are low compared to 
mice in mid-cycle when reproductive 
hormone levels are high.

Next, we tested whether progester-
one increased pain sensitivity. We re-
moved the mice’s ovaries to eliminate 
internally-driven hormonal changes. 
Since an estrogen surge precedes 
progesterone release during female 
reproductive cycles, we administered 
estrogen followed by progesterone or 
saline. We found that progesterone-
treated animals had increased touch 
sensitivity, but not the saline-treated 
animals. 

Progesterone exerts its effects in 
part by stimulating proteins called 
progesterone receptors that are lo-
cated in the brain, slowly modulat-
ing the expression of different genes. 
Progesterone can also quickly alter 
how neurons function when it breaks 
down into a molecule called allopreg-
nanolone. Our studies suggest pro-
gesterone receptors may play a role in 
the slow-emerging, pain-promoting 
effect of progesterone.

Sensitivity
After finding progesterone recep-

tors in neurons that form a part of mi-
graine pain pathways in the brain, we 
next wanted to know whether these 
receptors regulate migraine suscepti-
bility. In mice without progesterone 
receptors in their brains, progesterone 
did not reduce their pain threshold. In 
contrast, activating progesterone re-
ceptors using a drug that specifically 
targets those receptors increased pain 
susceptibility. Progesterone regulated 
sensitivity to mechanical and cold 
stimuli but not sensitivity to heat and 
light stimuli.

Finally, we used nitroglycerin to 
mimic migraines. Nitroglycerin pro-
duces symptoms similar to those seen 
in migraine patients, and many of the 
drugs used to treat migraines also re-
solve these symptoms in animals. 
When we stimulated mice’s progester-
one receptors, migraine susceptibility 
increased. In contrast, mice lacking 
these receptors were resistant to nitro-
glycerin-induced pain. (AP)

productive health. Regular cycles are 
associated with better bone density, 
cardiovascular health and mental well-
being. 

Irregularities in the menstrual cycle 
include changes in cycle length, inten-
sity of flow or other negative period-
related changes, such as cramping - 
also called dysmenorrhea - or painful 
periods, breast tenderness, fatigue or 
negative mood changes. These irregu-
larities can signal underlying issues 
such as polycystic ovary syndrome, 
which can also be a precursor to dia-
betes, primary ovarian insufficiency or 
endometriosis. 

Irregular menstrual cycles can also 
lead to osteoperosis or indicate thyroid 
disease or reproductive organ abnor-
malities. In turn, these can affect fertil-
ity and overall quality of life. 

Unusually heavy bleeding might 
suggest conditions such as fibroids, en-
dometriosis or certain endocrine-relat-
ed tumors. Absent periods could signal 
hormonal imbalances or problematic 
lifestyle factors, such as exercise-in-
duced amenorrhea - meaning lack of 
periods - or eating disorders such as 

anorexia and bulimia.
In fact, some female athletes expe-

rience a condition called the female 
athlete triad, in which their training 
regimen leads to a combination of dis-
ordered eating, the absence of a men-
strual cycle and loss of bone density. 
Missed periods, also called amenor-
rhea, are usually the first sign of trou-
ble. If left unaddressed, they can lead 
to more serious lifelong conditions 
such as osteoporosis and infertility. 

Unhealthy
Menarche, or a girl’s first period, 

usually occurs around age 12. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention states that the average age of 
menarche is 11.9 years old, with some 
starting as early as 8 years old and 
others as late as 16. An earlier onset 
of menstruation can be affected by an 
interaction of ethnicity, socioeconomic 
status and being overweight due to an 
unhealthy diet.

Overall, girls are getting their first 
periods earlier than in previous de-
cades, although no one knows exactly 
why. (AP)

A blue rectangular piece of microplastic sits on the finger of a researcher 
with the University of Washington-Tacoma environmental science pro-
gram, after it was found in debris collected from the Thea Foss Waterway, 

in Tacoma, Wash., on May 19, 2010. (AP)

Tips and insights

Microplastics everywhere,
but are they harming us?
NEW YORK, Aug 6, (AP): Microplas-
tics have been found in the ocean and 
the air, in our food and water. They have 
been found in a wide range of body tis-
sues, including the heart, liver, kidneys 
and even testicles.

But are they actually harming 
you?  

Evidence suggests they might, but it’s 
limited in scope. Some researchers are 
worried, but acknowledge there are lots 
of unanswered questions.

Dr. Marya Zlatnik, a San Francisco-
based obstetrician who has studied 
environmental toxins and pregnancy, 
has seen studies raising concerns about 
microplastics’ impact on the health of 
babies and adults. 

But it’s a young research field, and 
it’s not something she generally discuss-
es with patients.

“I’m not entirely sure what to say 
yet,” Zlatnik said.

Here’s a look at what’s known so far:
What are microplastics?
Plastics are man-made materials - 

many of them derived from oil or other 
petroleum products. They can break 
down into smaller particles, through 
exposure to heat and weather and even 
animal digestion. 

Researchers have increasingly been 
interested in microplastics, which can be 
as wide as a pencil eraser or as small as 
a fraction of the width of a human hair. 
Nanoplastics, another area of study, are 
even smaller.

These minuscule plastics have been 
detected in air, water and soil, in milk, 
and in bottled and tap drinking water. 
They also have been found in a variety 
of foods, including salt, sugar, honey, 
rice and seafood. 

Are there microplastics in you?  
Most likely yes.
There is scientific debate about how 

much people inhale and ingest, and it 
can vary on what they eat and drink and 
where they live, researchers say. 

Some Australian researchers, on be-
half of the World Wildlife Fund, cal-
culated in 2019 that many people each 
week consume roughly 5 grams of plas-
tic from common food and beverages 
- the equivalent of a credit card. That 
estimate is not universally embraced by 
researchers, but is commonly mentioned 
in news articles. 

Researchers are still trying to under-
stand exposure levels, but study after 
study is finding signs of plastics in body 
tissues.

“Microplastics have been measured 

in pretty much all of the body tissues 
that have been evaluated,” said Tracey 
Woodruff, a University of California 
at San Francisco researcher. Scientists 
have even reported finding them in the 
penis, in ovaries and in placentas.

Will microplastics hurt you?
That’s still being sorted out. 
A 2022 World Health Organization 

report concluded there was no clear risk 
to human health, based on the available 
evidence. 

There’s also not an obvious signal 
of widespread public health impact, at 
least in terms of mortality. Cancer, heart 
disease and stroke death rates have been 
falling, not rising. 

But researchers only started measur-
ing plastics in the human body - and try-
ing to assess the health effects - in recent 
years. Some of that work is only coming 
to fruition now.

It makes sense that microplastics 
are harmful because they contain toxic 
chemicals, said Woodruff, who was part 
of a team that reviewed nearly 2,000 
studies about microplastics at the re-
quest of California legislators. It may 
be, for example, that microplastics play 
a role in rising occurrences of some can-
cers in younger people, she said.

Available information indicates plas-
tics can spark inflammation and cause 
other problematic changes in the body 
that can, for example, raise the risk of 
heart attack and stroke. 

A small study in the New England 
Journal of Medicine earlier this year sug-
gested, but did not prove, that patients 
with evidence of plastics in their arteries 
were at greater risk of death from heart 
attacks and strokes. But an expert not 
involved in the research suggested the 
study may have overstated any effects.

“Even though there’s a lot we still 
don’t know about microplastic particles 
and the harm they cause to humans, the 
information that is available today is 
in my mind very concerning,” said Dr. 
Philip Landrigan, of Boston College.

What can you do about microplas-
tics?

There are ways to reduce potential 
microplastics exposure, researchers say.

Take your shoes off before you go in 
the house, to avoid tracking in plastics-
laden dust (not to mention germs, dirt 
and other debris) throughout your home.

Eat foods - especially fresh fruits 
and vegetables - that you prepare in the 
home.

Don’t microwave a meal in a plastic 
tray, no matter what TV dinner instruc-
tions might say, Woodruff said. 



SPORTS
ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2024

14

Quan wins gold on 10-meter platform
SAINT-DENIS, France, Aug 
6, (AP): Three-time world 
champion Quan Hongchan 
of China won the gold medal 
Tuesday in the women’s 
10-meter platform at the 
Paris Olympics to defend her 
title from Tokyo.

Quan set the tone on her 
fi rst dive, recording a perfect 
score of 10 from all seven 
judges. The dive was a for-

ward 3 1/2 somersaults, set-
ting off wild cheers among a 
venue packed with Chinese 
fans. Chen Yuxi of China 
took silver, a repeat of their 
fi nish three years ago at the 
Tokyo Olympics.

Kim Mi Rae of North Ko-
rea won bronze, adding to 
the silver medal she claimed 
earlier in women’s 10-meter 
synchronized, which was the 
country’s fi rst medal ever in 
Olympic diving. Quan scored 
425.60 points on fi ve dives, 
compared with 420.70 for 
Chen and 372.10 for Kim. 
Caeli McKay of Canada was 
fourth with 364.50 points.

The two Chinese women 
teamed up earlier to win the 
10-meter synchronized in Par-
is. China is aiming for an un-
precedented sweep of the eight 
diving golds. The Chinese so 
far have won fi ve golds after 
winning the four synchronized 
competitions in the opening 
week of the Games.

Teresa Vargas scores 42 points to lead the Turkish

Türkiye edge China 3-2 to reach women’s volleyball semis
PARIS, Aug 6, (Xinhua): Türkiye beat 
China in a fi ve-set thriller here on Tues-
day to reach the women’s volleyball 
semi-fi nals of the Paris Games.

Melissa Teresa Vargas scored 42 points 
to lead the Turkish women to the vic-
tory (23-25, 25-21, 26-24, 21-25, 15-12) 
in the fi rst quarter-fi nal match Tuesday 
morning.

It was tied 11-all in the fi fth set before a 
smash of Vargas and a spiking error from 
Wu Mengjie of China pushed Türkiye up 
at 13-11. Gong Xiangyu had a smash to 
pull China within 13-12, but another kill 

of Vargas and a smart play of Elif Sahin, 
who replaced injured starting setter Can-
su Ozbay in the last three sets, sealed the 
victory for Turkey.

“Vargas played a great game. We tried 
our best to stop her, but could not do that 
well enough,” said China head coach Cai 
Bin.

The Chinese women had a 5-1 surge 
to take a 22-18 lead late in the fi rst set 
and held it to 24-20. Türkiye ran off with 
three points in a row to make it 24-23, but 
Ilkin Aydin awarded the fi rst set to China 
with a serving error.

The Turkish side fought back hardly in 
the second set, jumping to an 8-3 lead and 

improved to 20-13. China steadily cut it 
to 22-21, only to fi nd Türkiye wrap up the 
set with a 3-0 run.

The third set was hotly contested as 
China erased an early 16-10 deficit to 
tie it at 24-all. However, Vargas had a 
kill and Ebrar Karakurt drove a ball 
out off bounds to secure the set for 
Türkiye.

In the fourth set, China took advantage 
of an amazing 13-4 start to clinch the set 
at 25-21 and force the tiebreak.

China’s Zhu Ting spikes a ball during a 
women’s quarter fi nal volleyball match 
between China and Turkey at the 2024 
Summer Olympics in Paris, France. 

(AP)

France’s Joris Chotard, left, and Egypt’s Ibrahim Adel battle for the ball during the men’s semifi nal soccer match between France and Egypt, at 
Lyon Stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics in Decines, France. (AP)

France’s dramatic win over Egypt 
sets up a ‘showdown’ with Spain

Mateta shines with a double

LYON, France, Aug 6, 
(AP): Thierry Henry 
stood with his arms out-
stretched, facing the ju-
bilant crowd and soaking 
up the atmosphere.

The fi nal of the men’s soccer 
tournament at the Paris Olym-
pics was in sight after France 
had been pushed to the limit by 
Egypt in the semifi nal at Stade 
de Lyon.

Jean-Philippe Mateta, mean-
while, was being mobbed by his 
teammates after scoring his second 
goal in a 3-1 win that sets up a fi nal 
against Spain at Parc des Princes on 
Friday.

“It was like, I don’t know how to 
say - it was incredible,” Mateta said.

France vs. Spain means there will 
be a European gold medalist at the 
Olympics for the fi rst time in 32 
years.

The host nation’s place in the fi -
nal looked in serious doubt as Egypt 
was closing in on an upset after 

leading through Mahmoud Saber’s 
62nd-minute goal.

France had hit the frame of the 
goal on three occasions before Ma-
teta equalized in the 83rd and sent 
the game into extra time.

His second came in the 99th and 
Michael Olise added France’s third 
in the 108th.

“It’s not easy, right? We knew 
that. But at the end of the day, we 
kept on coming. We kept on trying. 
We kept on creating from the wing 
and trying to play and we got our 
reward,” France coach Henry said.

While this ensures gold for a Eu-
ropean team for the fi rst time since 
Spain’s victory at Barcelona 1992, 
it also ends the dominance of Latin 
American nations after the last fi ve 
editions of the tournament saw vic-
tories for Brazil and Argentina - two 
each - and Mexico.

It also gives Henry the chance to 
added to his storied career, having 
won the World Cup and European 
Championship with France as a 
player.

This would be his fi rst major hon-
or in a coaching career that is still 

Al-Arabi dominate Burgan in preseason
friendly ahead of Zain Premier League

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: Al-Arabi 
defeated Burgan 3-0 as part of its 
preparations for the upcoming Zain 
Premier League. It is set to face 
Kazma in the fi rst round of the tour-
nament next Saturday. Goals for 
Al-Arabi were scored by Ali Aziz, 
Dhahi Al-Shammari, and Salman 
Al-Awadhi. Coach Nasser Al-Shatti 

made it a point to give most players 
an opportunity to play, aiming to as-
sess their readiness before the new 
season begins.

Meanwhile, the chances of sign-
ing Malian Ibrahim Tandia have de-
creased due to his high fi nancial de-
mands. Al-Arabi offi cials consider 
the requested amount excessive, es-
pecially given the player’s abilities 
and the additional fee required by 

his club, Al-Ahed of Saudi Arabia, 
to release him.

Al-Arabi will enter its fi rst match 
against Kazma with three foreign 
players: Nigerian Anabo Iwala and 
Algerians Sofi ane Bouchar and 
Ahmed Khaldi. The fourth foreign 
player, Moroccan Hamza Khaba, is 
sidelined with a muscle injury and 
will be out for 30 days, as stated by 
the club on social media, without 
specifying the injury type.

Khaldi also missed the friendly 
match against Burgan due to fa-
tigue, prompting the technical staff 

to rest him. Al-Qadisiya  and Kuwait 
will conclude their training sessions 
this evening in preparation for their 
highly anticipated match tomorrow, 
marking the start of the Zain Pre-
mier League.

Al-Qadisiya received positive 
news with the approval from FI-
FA’s Players’ Status Committee to 
register Moroccan professional Is-
mail Khafi . The Moroccan Football 
Federation initially refused to send 
Khafi ’s international card at the re-
quest of Al-Qadisiya through the 
Kuwaiti Federation, citing an ongo-
ing case between Khafi  and his for-
mer club, Ittihad Tangier.

early in its development.
“I’m not there yet. We have the 

medal, that’s for sure. Let’s not talk 
about the gold,” he said.

France’s only Olympic gold came 
at Los Angeles 1984 and it also took 
silver when the Games were held in 
Paris in 1900.

One of the pre-tournament fa-
vorites, Henry’s team had gone into 
the semifi nal with a perfect win-
ning record, having taken maximum 
points in the group phase and beaten 
Argentina in the quarterfi nals.

But Egypt had already proved 

capable of upsetting the odds by 
beating Spain to top its group. And 
it came so close to another sur-
prise win when Saber fl ashed a shot 
past France goalkeeper Guillaume 
Restes.

By that point, Loic Bade had al-
ready headed against the foot of the 
post in the fi rst half.

Egypt’s goal sparked a reaction 
from the French fans, who roared 
loudly to try to lift their team.

Egypt keeper Alaa Hamza denied 
Alexandre Lacazette from point 
blank range. France hit the frame 

of the goal twice more in the space 
of seconds when Lacazette headed 
against the foot of the post and Bade 
hit the bar with a follow up header.

The equalizer fi nally came when 
Olise strode through the middle of 
the fi eld and slipped a pass into the 
run of Mateta.

With Hamza advancing to cut 
down the angle, Mateta got to the 
ball fi rst and swept home.

France thought it had won a pen-
alty deep into stoppage time when 
VAR reviewed a handball by Omar 
Fayed.

Ali Khalaf is challenged by two Burgan players.

SOCCER

SOCCER

Preparation in full swing as Kuwait 
team eyes Asian Champ’ship glory

Phelps calls for lifetime ban for
‘anyone’ who’s caught doping
PARIS, Aug 6, (AP): In the wake of a 
Chinese doping scandal, Michael Phelps 
doubled down Monday on his support for 
tougher sanctions - including a lifetime ban 
for anyone who tests positive for a banned 
substance.

“If you test positive, you should never be 
allowed to come back and compete again, 
cut and dry,” Phelps said. “I believe one and 
done.”

The World Anti-Doping Agency and 
World Aquatics have acknowledged that 
23 Chinese swimmers tested positive for 
a banned substance ahead of the Tokyo 
Olympics. The results were not made public 
until media reports surfaced this year, with 
both bodies accepting the Chinese explana-
tion that the positive tests were caused by 
tainted food.

Nine of those swimmers won medals 
- several as part of relay teams - in Paris, 
leading British star Adam Peaty to gripe 
that the playing fi eld was not even.

Phelps reiterated those sentiments, say-
ing the Chinese swimmers who tested posi-
tive should not have been allowed to com-
pete in either Tokyo or Paris.

Or anywhere else, for that matter.
“If everybody is not going through that 

same testing, I have a serious problem be-
cause it means the level of sport is not fair 

and it’s not even,” he said. “If you’re taking 
that risk, then you don’t belong in here.”

When Phelps was setting multiple world 
records and becoming the most decorated 
Olympian ever, he knew there were plenty 
of people who scrutinized his performanc-
es, who wondered if he could be pulling off 
such amazing feats without a pharmaceuti-
cal boost.

Phelps said he actually subjected himself 
to extra testing in the leadup to the 2008 
Beijing Olympics -where he broke Mark 
Spitz’s iconic record with eight gold med-
als - to alleviate any doubts he was racing 
clean.

“People called me a cheater throughout 
my career,” he said during a wide-ranging 
media availability put on by one his spon-
sors, Omega. “I subjected myself to do 
more testing - blood and urine - weekly. 
Why? For the reason that I could say I’m 
not cheating and I am clean and here are the 
results.

“I did it the clean way,” he added. “I won 
23 Olympic gold medals the clean way. It 
can be done.”

Phelps said he always felt like some com-
petitors were doping during his fi ve Olym-
pics, in which he won 28 medals overall. 

“I don’t think I ever competed in an even 
playing fi eld or a clean fi eld,” he said. “I 
have some speculations of some athletes 
that I competed against that I thought they 
were (doping). But that’s out of my con-
trol.”

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 6: 
The Kuwait junior handball 
team is actively implement-
ing its preparatory plans 
for the 10th Asian Junior 
Championship, scheduled 
to take place in Shiraz, Iran, 
from September 3-14. The 
team competes in Group D 
alongside Japan, China, and 
Jordan.

Currently, the team is 
undergoing an external 
training camp in Slovenia, 
where it has played several 
friendly matches against 
teams from Italy, Kosovo, 
and Austria. Under the 
guidance of Montenegrin 
coach Marko Martinovic 
and his national assistant 
Hussein Habib, the tech-
nical staff has focused on 
implementing strategies 
and tactics during these 
matches and intensive dai-
ly training sessions held 
twice a day, morning and 
evening. This is aimed at 
achieving maximum play-
er harmony and assessing 
individual performance 
levels before the Asian 
Championship.

Team manager Yousef 
Al-Shaheen praised the 
players’ dedication during 
the Slovenian camp and 
their eagerness to benefit 
significantly from the ex-
perience. He stated, “The 
players have worked hard 
to execute the coach’s 
plans and ideas, and their 

performance has im-
proved steadily, showing 
strong physical and men-
tal growth.”

Al-Shaheen also men-
tioned that the technical 
staff, led by Martinovic, 
has analyzed the teams in 
Group Four, identifying 
their strengths and weak-
nesses through theoretical 
lectures and practical train-
ing.

He added, “We oper-
ate as a unifi ed team, with 
a group of talented young 

players who will eventu-
ally lead the senior team. 
It is crucial to prepare them 
properly through partici-
pation in Gulf, Arab, and 
Asian championships. This 
is Kuwait  Handball Asso-
ciation’s current focus, to 
ensure we have a genera-
tion capable of represent-
ing Kuwait handball with 
distinction and reclaiming 
continental dominance in 
the future.”

Yousef Al-Shaheen

HANDBALL

VOLLEYBALL

SWIMMING



A fl eet of boats 
compete in the 
470 mixed dinghy 
race during the 
2024 Summer 
Olympics  in 
Marseille, France. 
(AP)
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India’s Phogat stuns Susaki

Vinesh Phogat of India stunned four-time 
world champion Yui Susaki of Japan with 
a late takedown to claim a 3-2 decision in 
their opening match at 50 kilograms at the 
Paris Olympics on Tuesday.

Susaki, the seemingly unbeatable top 
seed in Paris, won the gold medal at the 
Tokyo Games three years ago without con-
ceding a point.

Phogat won her quarterfinal match 7-5 
against Oksana Livach of Ukraine to quali-
fy for the quarterfinal.

Phogat tore her anterior cruciate liga-
ment during her Olympic quarterfinal in 
2016 and was taken out on a stretcher. 
She had never placed higher than ninth at 
the Olympics or third at a world champion-
ship event.

For Susaki to have a chance to fight for 
a medal through repechage, Phogat will 
need to reach the final. Phogat faces Yus-
neylis Guzman Lopez of Cuba on Tuesday 
night in a semifinal. (AP)

Unbeaten Germany also advance

Serbia top Australia in overtime to reach semifi nals
PARIS, Aug 6, (AP): Nikola Jokic 
had 21 points and 14 rebounds, and 
Serbia surged back to beat Australia 
95-90 in overtime Tuesday to reach 
the Olympic basketball semifi nals.

Bogdan Bogdanovic added 17 for 
points for Serbia, which rallied from 
a 24-point fi rst-half defi cit to set up a 
meeting with either the U.S. or Bra-
zil.

Serbia is aiming for its fi rst Olym-
pic medal since the 2016 Games in 
Rio de Janeiro, where it took home 
silver. That was the fi rst Olympics 
for a then 21-year-old Jokic.

Patty Mills had 26 points -- but 

just six after halftime -- for Austral-
ia, which won the Olympic bronze 
medal in Tokyo three years ago.

Jokic put Serbia on top, 91-90, 
with just over a minute left in over-
time. Australia’s Jack McVeigh then 
misfi red on its next possession. Ser-
bia got the ball back to Jokic, who 
converted again. 

Australia attempted to get the ball 
into Mills on the inbounds, but it was 
knocked away and stolen by Serbia. 

Serbia’s stormed back in the third 
quarter and retook the lead late, 61-
60, on a jumper by Bogdanovic. The 
basket capped a 40-14 scoring run. 

Serbia led 67-65 entering the 
fourth and was up 81-78 when Josh 
Giddey hit a short jumper to cut the 
margin to a point with just over a 
minute to play in regulation. 

Australia rebounded a Bogdanovic 
miss, but Mills misfi red on the other 
end. Australia forced a Vasilije 
Micic error, but he was found on the 
rebound with 9.8 seconds left. He 
then connected on 1 of 2 free throws, 

Australia got the ball into Mills, 
who lost his dribble, gathered and hit 
a fallaway jumper to send the game 
to an extra frame. 

At 35 and playing in his fi fth 
Olympics, Mills is one of the most 
decorated players in Australian bas-
ketball history and had developed a 
penchant for big games in interna-
tional play.

He’d been mostly quiet in France, 
averaging just over 13 points per 
game, while shooting 35% from the 
fi eld. 

He found his shot Tuesday, scor-
ing 20 points in the fi rst half on 8-of-
11 shooting as Australia raced to a 
big early lead. 

Franz Wagner scored 18 points 
and Germany overcame a sluggish 
start to beat Greece 76-63 and ad-
vance to the Olympics semifi nals for 

the fi rst time.
Dennis Schroder added 13 points 

and eight assists for the reigning 
World Cup champions, who will 
face the winner of France and Can-
ada on Thursday. Germany’s previ-
ous best fi nish at the Olympics was 
seventh place in 1992.

Germany is unbeaten at the Paris 
Games after going 3-0 in the group 
stage. 

Wagner said he and his teammates 
haven’t had to look too deep for ex-
tra motivation during their time in 
France. 

“I think everybody on the team 
knows that we’ve got a special 
group, and I want to get the most out 
of this,” Wagner said. “Obviously, 
last year was special but we’re trying 
to continue that and hopefully keep 
that momentum going forward.”

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 22 
points for Greece, which was denied 
its fi rst semifi nals berth in Antetok-
ounmpo’s fi rst Olympics appear-
ance.

Greece had 15 turnovers, leading 
to 20 points for Germany.

“There were a lot of details in this 
(game) they get you punished. They 
get you beat,” said Greece’s Thomas 
Walkup, who added 12 points.

Wagner entered the quarterfi nals 
averaging a team-high 22 points per 
game but struggled to get going.

Greece led by 12 at one point -- 
the fi rst time Germany had trailed by 
10 or more points in the tournament. 
But Germany settled in and used 
a big third quarter to take a seven-
point lead into the fourth. Germany 
started the fi nal period on a 13-5 run 
to increase its lead to 72-57 with 
1:50 remaining. 

BASKETBALL Germany’s Johannes Voigtmann 
celebrates from the bench during 
a men’s basketball game against 
Greece at the 2024 Summer Olym-
pics in Villeneuve-d’Ascq, France. 

(AP)

De Jong secures victory for 
Dutch in thrilling 3x3 final

Netherlands hold off France

PARIS, Aug 6, (AP): Wor-
thy de Jong made the 
switch to 3x3 basketball 
after a long career in 5x5 
play because he’d lost his 
joy for the game. 

Now he’s an Olympic gold me-
dalist.

De Jong’s 2-pointer in overtime 
lifted the Netherlands to an 18-17 
win over France and the gold med-
al in men’s 3x3 at the Paris Games.

“I started to feel like that kid that 
fell in love with basketball all over 
again,” he said. “So to go from there 
to this right now, that just shows that 
if you work hard and if you enjoy 
what you do, a lot of things are pos-
sible.”

Timothe Vergiat put France up 
with a 1-point basket. De Jong then 
stepped back and drained a 2 to close 
out overtime, where the fi rst team to 
score two points wins.

The almost exclusively pro-
France crowd fell quiet as de Jong 
was mobbed by his teammates.

De Jong also stepped up in regula-
tion, too. He scored with 27 seconds 
left before driving into the lane for 

a layup with 1 second to go, tying it 
at 16.

He had seven points for the Neth-
erlands.

He hopes the success of the team 
will lead to more interest in basket-
ball in his country.

“Before 3x3 basketball, we were 
never in a position to make it to the 
Olympics or even make it to a world 
championship,” de Jong said. “So to 
be here and get a gold medal, I hope 
it shows how beautiful the sport is 

and inspires a lot of players and kids 
to go on this journey.”

Dimeo Van der Horst cut the lead 
to one on a layup with 52 seconds 
to go in regulation, but a basket by 
Franck Seguela pushed France’s 
lead to 16-14.

Lucas Dussoulier and Seguela 
each scored fi ve points for France, 
which won silver.

The game was tied with about 
three minutes left when Vergiat 
found Jules Rambaut for an easy 

basket to put France on top.
Dussoulier made 1 of 2 free throws 

to make it 13-11 a minute later.
A 2-pointer by Arvin Slagter tied 

it again with just over a minute re-
maining. Seguela made two free 
throws to put France up 15-13 with 
a minute left.

Sarunas Vingelis had nine points 
to give Lithuania a 21-18 win over 
defending champion Latvia for the 
bronze. Latvia went 7-0 in pool play 
before losing twice Monday to go 
home without a medal. 

“We created history and I am very 
proud of my teammates,” Lithu-
ania’s Gintautas Matulis said. “I am 
very happy, very excited, and we are 
going to celebrate for sure.”

France reached the fi nal with a 21-
14 win over Latvia. Dussoulier had 
nine points and seven rebounds to 
lead the way. 

Latvia pulled within three with 
about two minutes to go. But France 
used a 4-0 run to close it out. 

“We lost because we cracked un-
der the pressure,” Latvia’s Karlis 
Lasmanis said. “We were not ready 
for that. We won all the pool games 
and we thought it would be easier 
than it was.”

De Jong scored eight points to 
lead the Netherlands to a 20-6 win 
over Lithuania to move the team into 
the gold-medal game.

BASKETBALL

Arvin Slagter (44), of the Netherlands, and Franck Seguela (21), of France, 
battle for the ball during a men’s 3x3 basketball gold medal game during 

the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France. (AP)

The Netherlands men’s 3x3 basketball team celebrates their gold medals during the medal ceremony at the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris, France. (AP)

Vaast surfs to gold on home waves, Marks keeps women’s title for US
TEAHUPO’O, Tahiti, Aug 6, 
(AP): French Polynesian Kauli 
Vaast won the gold medal in men’s 
surfi ng while Caroline Marks from 
the United States won the wom-
en’s surfi ng gold medal at the Paris 
Olympics in Tahiti.

Cheers and tears erupted from 
boats fl oating near the wave and 
crowds of spectators along the shore 
as the men’s fi nal match ended in the 
afternoon. Vaast pumped his arms 
into the air in victory after beating 
Jack Robinson from Australia, who 
received the silver medal.

“I don’t really realize it, but I 
just made history,” said Vaast. “I 
can’t be prouder to represent Tahiti 
and France at home.”

The women’s gold medal match 
ended about thirty minutes later, 
with Marks beating Tatiana Wes-
ton-Webb from Brazil, who was 
awarded the silver medal.

“Your whole life goes into a mo-

ment like this,” Marks said with 
a gold medal hanging around her 
neck. “It’s beyond all my wildest 
dreams.”

For the bronze medals, Gabriel 
Medina from Brazil and Johanne 
Defay from France won after beat-
ing Alonso Correa from Peru and 

Brisa Hennessy from Costa Rica, 
respectively.

“Chopes gave me so many good 
waves, so many good results. So 
I can’t complain,” said Medina, 
using a common nickname for 
Teahupo’o.

Medalists - some in bare feet - 
stepped on to the Olympic podium 
near the ocean as crowds gathered 
to cheer and take photographs. 
Roosters ran along the grass 
while young local surfers called 

the names of the athletes as they 
walked by.

All winners of the Paris Olym-
pics surfi ng competition are fi rst-
time Olympic medalists, after 
defending Olympic women’s 
champion Carissa Moore of the 
United States - who won at the 
Tokyo Games, where Olympic 
surfi ng debuted - was beaten in the 
quarterfi nals on Thursday.

“Obviously I’m really sad to not 
be a part of fi nals day, to get to rep-
resent my home and my family one 
more time, but I’m really grateful,” 
Moore said after her loss. “I just 
hope that at the end of the day I 
can encourage whoever is watch-
ing, win or lose, don’t be afraid to 
go into it fearlessly and don’t be 
afraid to fail.”

The fi nal day of the Paris Olym-
pics surfi ng competition began 
Monday morning after two days 
of delays due to unfavorable con-

ditions. In the morning, condi-
tions were smaller than the heavy, 
barrel-shaped waves Teahupo’o is 
famed for and that were seen dur-
ing part of the men’s competition 
the week before.

But by the afternoon waves grew 
larger and more frequent, giving 
athletes a chance to impress judges 
with the time they spent inside the 
barrels. At one point during the 
competition a whale jumped out of 

the water while surfers went head 
to head.

Six of the eight surfers who 
made it to the semifi nals repre-
sented different nations. French 
Polynesian, Peruvian, Australian 
and other national fl ags fl ew from 
boats near the waves.

While not every surfer who 
competed was able to bring home 
a medal, many agreed that the sec-
ond-ever Olympics surfi ng com-
petition - fi lled with viral photo-
graphs, record-breaking scores and 
hours of stunning video footage 
broadcast to viewers around the 
world - helped promote the sport.

“Everyone’s watching and pay-
ing attention,” said Medina, who 
said he gained millions of social 
media followers after a photo of 
him fl oating in the sky next to his 
surfboard while bailing out of a 
wave went viral during the compe-
tition. “I think surfi ng wins”

Caroline Marks, of the United States, celebrates after winning the gold 
medal match of the surfi ng competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics in 

Teahupo’o, Tahiti. (AP)

SURFING

More problems in the River Seine,
marathon swim practice cancelled
PARIS, Aug 6, (Xinhua): The water 
quality in the River Seine continues 
to be an issue at the Olympic Games 
on Tuesday with the confirmation 
that the women’s familiarization ses-
sion for Thursday’s marathon swim 
had been cancelled.

“After the daily situation meeting 
this morning between Ville de Paris, 
Paris 2024 and World Aquatics, it 
has been decided that the familiar-
ization session to take place today, 
6 August 2024, is cancelled,” con-
firmed World Aquatics.

Although they didn’t give a reason 
for the cancellation of the session, the 
level of bacteria in the water of the 
Seine has been an issue throughout the 
Games, leading to the cancellation of 
practice sessions in the river ahead of 

the men and women’s triathlon.
The men’s triathlon then had to 

be postponed 24 hours, before being 
held directly after the women’s race 
a week ago.

Meanwhile the Belgian team with-
drew from Monday’s mixed triath-
lon after revealing that their athlete, 
Claire Michel was “unfortunately 
ill and will have to withdraw from 
the competition,” although they did 
deny that Michel had spent four days 
in hospital after competing in the 
women’s triathlon.

The marathon swim races are due 
to be held on Thursday and Friday.

SWIMMING
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SportsBeatrice Chebet, of Kenya, 
reacts as she crosses the 
fi nish line to win the women’s 
5000-meters fi nal at the 2024 
Summer Olympics in Saint-
Denis, France. (AP)

Kuwait wraps participation at Paris Games

Kuwait prepares for future Olympic success with strategic plans for LA 2028
PARIS, Aug 6: Captain Ali Al-Marri, 
Director of the Kuwaiti Mission to the 
Paris Olympics and Assistant Secre-
tary-General of the Kuwait Olympic 
Committee, confi rmed that prepara-
tions are underway for upcoming 
international and continental events 
through the Olympic Champion Pro-
ject, aiming for podium fi nishes at the 
Los Angeles 2028 Olympics.

He explained that the Kuwaiti 
Mission concluded the Paris Olym-
pics with athletes achieving personal 
bests and records, though they did 
not secure any medals. Al-Marri em-
phasized that the athletes performed 
at their highest levels and represent-
ed Kuwait with distinction.Kuwait  

wrapped up its participation in the 
33rd Summer Olympics in Paris, 
which conclude  on August 11.

Kuwait’s participation included 

nine athletes competing in six sports: 
Khaled Al-Mudhaf and Mohammed 
Al-Daihani (shooting), Yousef Al-
Shamlan (fencing), Mohammed Al-
Zubaid and Lara Dashti (swimming), 
Yaqoub Al-Youha and Amal Al-
Roumi (athletics), Suad Al-Faqan 
(rowing), and Amina Shah (sailing). 
Despite their high spirits and deter-
mination, the Kuwaiti delegation left 

the Paris Games without any medals.
The fencer Yousef Al-Shamlan 

was eliminated in the round of 32. 
Rower Suad Al-Faqan set a new per-
sonal record of 8:05.18 minutes after 
reaching the fi nal round of Group E. 
Swimmers Mohammed Al-Zubaid 
and Lara Dashti were eliminated in 
the 100m freestyle and 100m breast-
stroke heats, respectively. Shooters 
Khaled Al-Mudhaf and Moham-
med Al-Daihani were eliminated 
in the trap and skeet heats. Athlete 
Amal Al-Roumi was eliminated 
in the 800m freestyle heats, and an 
injury prevented Yaqoub Al-Youha 
from completing the 110m hurdles 
race. Amina Shah fi nished 42nd in 

Women’s Single Sailing Race (Alka 
6) in her fi rst Olympic participation, 
achieving the best result for an Arab 
participant by fi nishing 30th in the 
fi nal race with 43 competitors.

The Kuwaiti delegation show-
cased their efforts and dedication, 
aiming to achieve greater success in 
future Olympic events.

In this fi le photo, Kuwaitis display the national fl ags during the opening 
ceremony of the 2024 Olympic Games in Paris.

OLYMPICS

Duplantis breaks pole vault world record 
in gold-medal ‘performance’ at Olympics

Chebet’s leads Kenyan 1-2 as Hodgkinson captures Britain’s fi rst title of the track meet

SAINT-DENIS, France, 
Aug 6, (AP): The pole 
vaulter they call “Mondo” 
really can put on a show.

With the rest of the action at the 
Olympic track wrapped up for the 
evening and the crowd of 80,000 
at the Stade de France still on their 
feet, Armand Duplantis rested the 
pole on his right shoulder and took 
a deep breath. Then, he lifted up 
that long piece of carbon fi ber and 
took off down the runway and into 
the night sky.

Another Olympic gold medal al-
ready was his. When he came crash-
ing down into the padding on the 
other side of that sky-high, pink-tinted 
bar, so was another world record.

Duplantis, the Louisiana-born 
24-year-old who competes for his 

mother’s native Sweden, cleared 6.25 
meters (20 feet, 6 inches) to break the 
world record for the ninth time - but the 
fi rst time on his sport’s grandest stage. 

His next move was a sprint to the 
stands to hug his girlfriend and cel-
ebrate his record and second Olympic 
gold with all those friends and family 
wearing yellow and blue. The coun-
try’s king and queen were on hand, as 
well, to witness Sweden’s latest histo-
ry-making leap into the pole vault pit. 

It felt only right that the Duplantis 
drama came with Noah Lyles in the 
building.

A night after the American sprint star 
electrifi ed track with a .005-second vic-
tory in the men’s 100 meters, Lyles was 
on hand to receive his gold medal and 
watch Duplantis electrify fi eld to the 
tune of 6.25 meters - about the height of 
a typical two-story building.

The drama played out over a half 
hour at the end of the night, long after 
a slow-and-strange women’s 5,000 
meters had wrapped up and after Kee-
ly Hodgkinson had captured the fi rst 
track medal for Britain at this meet in 
the 800, the evening’s last race.

That usually signals a time for folks 
to start heading for the exits. 

But Mondo’s encore was worth 
staying for, and most everyone did.

By winning a second straight gold 
medal and breaking the record for the 
ninth time - each time by one centim-
eter - Duplantis is now next to, if not 
above, Sergei Bubka as the greatest 
ever in this event.

Duplantis is in the conversation 
with America’s Ryan Crouser, a 
world-record holder and three-time 
gold medalist in shot put, as among 
the most dominant athletes on the 
fi eld side of this sport.

And when it comes to delivering 
great theatre, as he showed once again, 
Duplantis is in a class of his own.

After he sealed the victory over 
Kendricks, then captured the Olympic 
record by clearing 6.10 meters, Du-
plantis had the bar moved to one cen-
timeter higher than the world-record 
height. 

Following his fi rst miss, he used a 
break while Lyles was receiving t he 
gold medal for his 100-meter victory, 
to study video on a tablet with his par-
ents, who met decades ago while they 
were both on the LSU track and fi eld 
team.

Another miss ensued, then another 
long break. 

The fans clapped in rhythm and 
sang along to the French song “Alleur 
de Feu” - “Light the Fire” - getting 
ready for Mondo’s leap into history.

ATHLETICS

Participants of media coordinators workshop pose for a group photo.

Armand Duplantis, of Sweden, competes in the men’s pole vault fi nal at the 
2024 Summer Olympics in Saint-Denis, France. (AP)

KFA hosts workshop for club media coordinators
The Kuwait Football Association, in 
collaboration with the Sports Media 
Coordinators Association, hosted a 
workshop for club media coordina-
tors  in preparation for the new sea-
son. The event was attended by Dr. 

Muhammad Bou Abbas, Director 
of the Media and Public Relations 
Department.

Held in the meeting hall at the 
Federation’s headquarters at Jaber 
International Stadium, the work-

shop featured Asian Omani lecturer 
Ali Al-Raisi.

Ali Al-Raisi delivered a compre-
hensive presentation on the role 
and responsibilities of media coor-
dinators during matches, highlight-

ing their crucial role in effi ciently 
executing their tasks in accordance 
with media regulations.

This workshop is part of the Fed-
eration’s program to emphasize the 
importance of media coordinators’ 

work, the necessity of adhering to 
all media regulations, and ensur-
ing their readiness ahead of the 
new sports season, which kicks 
off tomorrow with the Zain Premier 
League competitions.

Guerdat and Vleuten complete the podium

Kukuk wins title for dominant Germany
VERSAILLES, France, Aug 6, 
(AP): Christian Kukuk had a fault-
less round to win the individual 
jumping title at the Paris Olympics 
on Tuesday and increase Germany’s 
equestrian medal haul.

It was the fi rst Olympic medal of 

the 34-year-old Kukuk’s career. He 
was the fi rst to go in the jump-off fi -
nal and went all clear on Checker 47 
in a time of 38.34 seconds.

“It just makes me very happy and 
proud. Not many people won this 
gold medal and now I’m one of them. 
That’s mentally something I have to 
realize in the next days,” Kukuk said. 
“But I should not forget to enjoy this 
moment.” Kukuk’s faultless perfor-
mance put pressure on the next two 
riders, Dutchman and Tokyo bronze 

medalist Maikel van der Vleuten and 
the 2012 Olympic champion, Steve 
Guerdat of Switzerland.

Guerdat took the silver on Dyna-
mix De Belheme in 38.38 and Van 
der Vleuten fi nished with the bronze 
again after clocking 39.12 on Beau-
ville Z. Both picked up a penalty for 
clipping a fence.

“A lot of credit to my horse,” said 
the 36-year-old Van der Vleuten, 
who also took the individual jump-
ing bronze at the 2022 world cham-
pionships. “He is always fi ghting 

his heart out to get these results.” 
The three riders were the only ones 
out of the 30 fi nalists not to pick up 
a fault under bright sunshine at the 
Palace of Versailles, once the home 
of French royalty.

“For me it was defi nitely the hardest 
course I’ve ever done,” Kukuk said. 
“But that’s what the Olympic Games 
are about.” World champion Henrik 
von Eckermann was among the big 
favorites, but the top-ranked Swede 
was eliminated after coming off his 
horse, King Edward. His horse did not 
fall, and Von Eckermann appeared un-
harmed as he walked off.

Germany completed equestrian 
events at the Paris Games with four 
gold medals and a silver.

Michael Jung became the fi rst 
rider to win the Olympic individual 
eventing title three times. Jessica 
von Bredow-Werndl successfully 
defended her individual dressage 
title and helped Germany win the 
dressage team gold along with vet-
eran Isabell Werth.

The 55-year-old Werth took silver 
in the individual dressage to increase 
her equestrian-record Olympic med-
al total to 14.

EQUESTRIAN

A home-grown talent, Duplantis 
learned this sport on a pole vault pit 
his parents dug in their back yard in 
Lafayette, Louisiana. 

During long afternoons of jumping 
in that pit, Duplantis often envisioned 
himself going for a world record on 
his last jump at the Olympics. 

Maybe not in the equation - the par-
ties that world record and Olympic 
title would set off. An hour after the 
stadium cleared, the song “Dancing 
Queen” by the Swedish group ABBA 
was playing loud and proud outside 
the stadium.

Duplantis was the closing act on a 
night that included an upset by Ken-
ya’s Beatrice Chebet in the women’s 
5,000 meters. One of the world’s best 
distance runners, Chebet’s Kenyan 
teammate Faith Kipyegon, ended up 
with silver, but only after winning an 
appeal of her initial disqualifi cation 
for trading elbows with world-record 
holder Gudaf Tsegay.

The appeal left Sifan Hassan of the 
Netherlands with the bronze medal. 
Hassan will also race in the 10,000 
and marathon, trying to duplicate her 
three distance medals from the Tokyo 
Games.

Lyles returned to the track the day 
after his memorable win in the 100 
meters to start the quest for his second 
gold, this one in the 200. 

He won his opening heat in 20.19 
seconds, then stuck around to receive 
his gold medal.

He said he did it all on only a little 
more than 4 hours of sleep. 

Val Allman won her second straight 
Olympic gold with a throw of 69.50 
meters to easily top China’s Feng Bin. 

The medals from Allman and Ken-
dricks gave the U.S. 11 so far in the 
meet, including three golds. 

 Keely Hodgkinson captured Brit-
ain’s fi rst gold medal of the track 
meet, winning the 800 meters in 
1:56.72.

This gold goes with the silver she 
took behind Athing Mu in 2021. Mu 
did not qualify for the Olympics after 
getting tripped up during the U.S. tri-
als.

Germany’s Clemens Wickler hits 
the ball during the men’s quarter-
fi nal beach volleyball match be-
tween Germany and Netherlands 
at Eiffel Tower Stadium at the 2024 
Summer Olympics in Paris, France. 

(AP)
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