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Opinion

Your Highness the Amir, blessed be your international tours

GCC Sec-Gen calls for Gaza ceasefire

Kuwait reiterates support for Palestinian cause
DOHA, April 30, (Agencies): The just Palestinian 
cause remains the central Arab issue, affirmed Kuwait’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah Ja-
ber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, stating that the Zionist entity 
and its continuous violations are the driving factor be-
hind failure to adopt sustainable solutions.

Ambassador Al-Sabah addressed third session of 
Arab Economic and Cooperation Forum, with Central 
Asian countries and Azerbaijan in Doha on Tuesday.

He called on international community to adhere 
to its responsibilities and put an end to the systemic 
crimes against Palestinians.

The Kuwaiti diplomat also urged the Security 

Council to safeguard international peace and security, 
address cause of escalation, provide protection to Pal-
estinian people against forced eviction, and guarantee 
flow of humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Once again, Kuwait asserts its unwavering stance 
by legitimate rights of Palestinians, their right to just 
and comprehensive peace, based on international le-
gitimacy rules and Arab peace initiative.

The Ambassador spoke of Kuwaiti efforts in boost-
ing cooperation, and augmenting exchanged benefit 
in the region, to achieve integration, and arrive at a 
realistic implementable economic plan.

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

THERE is no doubt that the illness of 
the head of state negatively affects the 
state’s movements, and leads to a kind of 
drought in its relations with the surround-
ings and the world.

What if this drought continued for 
about five years, starting with the late 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad and his late suc-
cessor Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, who 
suffered from health challenges through-
out three years of his rule, shifting most 
of the burden to his crown prince, who 

had to work on all 
fronts - internal 
and external - at 
the same time?

That is why Ku-
wait lived in an 
almost paralyzed 
state throughout 
those years, and 
was close to isola-
tion at all levels, 
resulting in sev-
eral internal crises 

during that period. 
Because of this, the current leadership 
had to exert double the efforts for dealing 
with the consequences, and had to work 
on reviving Kuwait and its people at the 
same time.

From the time of the illnesses of the 
late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, and his 
successor the late Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad, Kuwait’s international image 
changed, especially in its relations, which 
have been active for decades, and it has 
its own connections and tours in regional 
and international affairs.

Today, the new leadership has com-
mitted itself to working with all its might, 
doubling its efforts due to its conviction 
that time does not accept the luxury of be-
ing occupied with pointless conflicts.

There is no doubt that observers saw 
the extent of credit that Kuwait enjoys 
in the Gulf and Arab countries through 
the state visits made by His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, and its fruitful outcomes that will 
undoubtedly appear in the days to come.

In this regard, it is known that visits 
by country leaders are aimed to check on 
developments in the capitals they visit, 
exchange advice on the problems facing 
countries, and build their vision on that.

This is especially if some of them are 
new to the leadership, and have many 
aspirations regarding their country. They 
are moving with confident steps towards 
working on pioneering acts, such as the 
case with the Sultanate of Oman where 
Sultan Hathaim bin Tariq is working to 
complete the Omani renaissance. The 
United Arab Emirates witnessed many 
positive developments in the few years 
of the era of Sheikh Mohammed bin Za-
yed. The Kingdom of Bahrain made great 
strides in thoughtful development. Qatar 
has become a pillar in major projects. In 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the reform 
movement is led by Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman based on the direc-
tives of King Salman bin Abdulaziz.

These are all valuable lessons to be 
learned from. What if the leader is deter-
mined to exert every effort to revive the 
state and restore its regional and interna-
tional standing, much like the new Ku-
waiti leadership? This vision, outlined in 
His Highness’s speeches, provides a clear 
direction forward. 

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com
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Al-Jarallah

Amiri Diwan photo
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah during the formal reception ceremony at the Federal Palace on Tuesday, marking his state visit to the Arab Re-

public of Egypt.

Amiri Diwan photos
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah being received by Egyptian 

President Abdulfattah El-Sisi.

Egypt’s President Abdulfattah El-Sisi awarding His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah the Order of the Nile on Tuesday.

KUNA photo
Kuwait, Saudi finance ministers discuss boosting financial, invest-

ment relations.

Visit further deepens Kuwait-Egypt ties

CAIRO, April 30, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
and Egyptian President Abdul-
fattah El-Sisi convened for an 
official session of talks at Al-Itti-
hadiya Palace on Tuesday. 

The discussions centered on bolstering 
the longstanding bilateral relations between 
their nations and enhancing cooperation 
across various sectors to fulfill the aspira-

tions of both peoples. They also reaffirmed 
their commitment to supporting joint Arab 
initiatives and explored avenues for further 
development in all domains. The dialogue 
also touched upon the latest regional and 
global developments. 

The meeting was attended by His Highness 
the Amir’s official delegation.

Egypt’s President Abdulfattah El-Sisi Tues-
day awarded His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah the Order 
of the Nile, the most prestigious Egyptian medal 

Amir charts course in Egypt

EGYPT HONORS AMIR WITH PRESTIGIOUS MEDAL

Rain peaks Wednesday
with hail, strong winds
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Meteorological Depart-
ment said that the rainy condition that has affected the 
country since Sunday evening, will continue Tuesday, 
with scattered rain of light to moderate intensity, peak-
ing at noon Wednesday, until the early hours of the night, 
especially in the central and southern regions, reports Al-
Jarida daily.

Director of the Department, Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi, told 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that the rains are of vary-
ing intensity, ranging from medium to heavy, and may 
be accompanied by hailstones, with active winds whose 
speed may exceed 60 kilometers per hour, raising dust in 
open areas. 

Al-Qarawi explained that this leads to a decrease in 
horizontal visibility and a rise in sea waves as a result of 
the extension of a superficial depression accompanied by 
a humid air mass, coinciding with a deepening depression 
in the upper atmosphere. He stated that the weather will 
gradually improve Thursday morning, as clouds and rain 
chances decrease, with chances of fog forming in the eve-
ning, and the prospect of rain returning Friday in some 
areas, especially the northern and coastal areas.

Continued on Page 6
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Collab eyed

Kuwait, Saudi 
finmins meet
RIYADH, April 30, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s Finance and State Min-
ister for Economic and Invest-
ment Affairs Anwar Al-Mudhaf, 
discussed with Saudi Arabia’s 
Finance Minister Mohammad 
Al-Jadaan bilateral cooperation 
and ways to boost financial and 
economic relations.

The Kuwait Ministry of Fi-
nance mentioned in a statement, 
that this came in a meeting be-
tween the two officials on the 

OLD narratives say that dur-
ing the Umayyad era, the poet 
Hadba bin Khashram killed a 
man and his family offered a 
huge blood money to spare 
his life. The dead man’s family 
refused the blood money, but 
one of his sons almost agreed 
to accept the offer.

The mother was furious and 
she warned him saying ‘what 
you are doing is wrong’. She 
told him, ‘If you forgive the 
man who killed your father I 
will do even worse and marry 
the man (killer).’ The son real-
ized his folly and refused to 
accept the blood money.

They are traditions, cul-
tures, and dignity.

… Yet tomorrow is another 
day.

Zahed Matar

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait’s Saud 
Nasser Al-Sabah Diplomatic 
Institute signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research (UNI-
TAR), to enhance cooperation, 
and instill necessary skills and 
knowledge for Foreign Ministry 
personnel to adapt to various re-
gional and international issues.

Assistant Foreign Minister for 
the Institute Ambassador Nasser 
Al-Sabeeh told KUNA that the 
MoU, serving various national 
establishments, is part of many 
MoUs signed by the institute and 
several bodies. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

WASHINGTON: United States 
Central Command (CENTCOM) 
announced late Monday that the 
Houthi militia had fi red three an-
ti-ship ballistic missiles (ASBM) 
and three unmanned drones 
(UAV) from Yemen into the Red 
Sea toward a merchant vessel.

This came in a statement 
on social media platform (X), 
where CENTCOM elaborated 
the ASMBs and UAVs were di-
rected toward the “MV Cyclades, 
a Malta-fl agged, Greece-owned 
vessel,” indicating “there were no 
injuries and the vessel continued 
on its way.”

“CENTCOM forces success-
fully engaged and destroyed one 
Houthi launched UAV on a fl ight 
path towards USS Philippine Sea 
and USS Laboon in the Red Sea. 
There were no injuries or dam-
ages reported by US, coalition, or 
merchant vessels,” the statement 
added. (KUNA)

Day by Day

Newswatch
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Fajr  ........ 03:42
Sunrise ..  05:08
Zohr .......  11:45

Asr .......... 15:21
Maghrib .. 18:24
Isha  ........ 19:47

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Rather hot and cloudy 
with moderate to fresh south-
easterly wind to easterly wind, 
with speeds of 20-55 km/h with a 
chance for thunder rain that might 
be heavy at times and a chance 
for rising dust.

By Night: Mild and cloudy with 
light to moderate freshening at 
times southeasterly wind to light 
variable wind, with speeds of 10-
40 km/h with a chance for rain 
that might be thundery at times.

Station Max Exp Min Rec

Kuwait City 31 28
Kuwait Airport 31 25
Abdaly 30 26
Jahra 31 26
Salmiyah 29 26
Nuwaisib 31 27
Wafra 31 25

Weather 

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https://meta.e.gov.kw/En/

Editor-in-Chief of Al-Seyassah and Arab Times newspapers, Ahmed Al-Jarallah received the US Ambassador Karen Hideko Sasahara 
and the accompanying offi cials. 

Editor-in-Chief of Al-Seyassah and Arab Times newspapers, Ahmed Al-Jarallah in talks with 
the US Ambassador Karen Hideko Sasahara. 

Photos by Rizq Taufi q
Editor-in-Chief of Al-Seyassah and Arab Times newspapers, Ahmed Al-Jarallah, the 

US ambassador to Kuwait and Public Diplomacy Offi cer Stuart Turner.

Editor-in-Chief receives US envoy
The Dean of Kuwait Journalism and Editor-in-
Chief of Al-Seyassah and Arab Times news-
papers, Ahmed Al-Jarallah, welcomed the 
Ambassador of the United States of America, 
Karen Hideko Sasahara, along with Public 
Diplomacy Offi cer Stuart Turner and Press 

and Media Specialist Dina Al-Mallak, to the 
Al-Seyassah Press House on Tuesday after-
noon.

During the meeting, they engaged in discus-
sions on various topics of mutual interest, par-
ticularly focusing on press and media matters. 

Also present were the Deputy Editor-in-
Chief of Al-Seyassah and Arab Times news-
papers, Suleiman Al-Jarallah, the Deputy 
CEO of Al-Jarallah Group, Dr. Ayman Al-Bu-
loushi, and press colleagues Saud Al-Farhan 
and Abdul Aziz Al-Farhan.

Other Voices

Filipino ‘Abagnale’ in Kuwait
By Ahmad alsarraf

The American Frank Abagnale is 
considered the biggest forger in 

modern history. He baffl ed the security 
and federal investigation services in 
America and several European coun-
tries for many years, and dazzled their 
agencies while he was still a teenager. 
Because of the funny part of his story, 
Hollywood produced a movie ‘Catch 
me if you can’ 
and went on 
to win many 
awards for the 
exciting and fun-
ny events.

A b a g n a l e 
was born to an 
American father 
and a French 
mother. He stud-
ied at a strict 
Catholic school 
in Bronxville, 
New York. He started scamming when 
he was sixteen. His parents’ separation 
played a role in his deviance. He de-
frauded his father and managed to rob 
him of $3,400, using his bank card to 
buy fake spare parts. 

At the next stage, he succeeded in con-
vincing the famous Pan American airline 
company, at the same age, that he was a 
pilot, and he fl ew 1.6 million km, during 
which he visited 66 countries, without pay-
ing a dollar, by claiming that his mission 
was to bring a plane from another airport.

He slept and ate in the most luxurious 
hotels, with the company bearing all his 
expenses. He fl ed after it became clear 
that he had been exposed to the compa-
ny. He got a job as a pediatrician in a fa-
mous hospital in another state, with the 
help of his doctor friend, with whom he 
shared an apartment. 

He also worked as a lawyer, after 
successfully forging a law degree from 
the Harvard University, and reached 
the position of Attorney General of the 
State of Louisiana, at the age of 19.

Abagnale was arrested for the fi rst 
time in France in 1969 when he was 
working for Air France. He was impris-
oned for six months and was handed 
over to Sweden, but his lawyer there 
dropped the charge against him, so 
Sweden handed him over to America. 

While on the fl ight, he escaped by 
taking off the toilet seat, and decided 

to collect his savings and fl ee to Bra-
zil, via Canada, but he was arrested in 
Montreal and extradited to America, 
and he succeeded again, in 1971, in es-
caping from prison.

 After several attempts and various 
frauds, he was arrested and received a 
12-year prison sentence. After seven 
years, he was released in exchange for 
helping the federal authorities, without 
pay, in uncovering fraud crimes.

 Abagnale tried working in various 
professions, such as cooking, grocery, 
and fi lm production, but he failed in 
them due to his criminal past. But a 
bank manager, convinced of his talents, 
agreed to hire him to help him uncover 
fraudulent tricks, and thus began his life 
as a security consultant.

In 2015, Abagnale was named a 
Fraud Watch Ambassador for AARP, 
where he teaches clients, via online 
programs and social forums, how to 
protect themselves from identity theft 
and cybercrime.

In 2018, he began presenting a ra-
dio program entitled “The Complete 
Fraud,” which talks about fraudsters 
and the nature of their work.  Abagnale 
currently lives on Daniel Island with his 
wife, Kelly, and their three sons.

 The occasion for writing about this 
fraudster goes back to the “success” of 
a Filipino domestic worker in hiding 
and disappearing from the eyes of all 
state agencies for more than 31 years, 
after she fl ed from her sponsor’s house 
in 1993, and she was fi nally caught ... 
by coincidence!

The citizen who told her story called 
on the authorities to form committees 
and create an information base that 
would help using the worker’s testimo-
nies, to help the security forces fi nd out 
how many people have succeeded in 
‘disappearing’, as if they were ghosts, 
in a small country like Kuwait. 

How did she live without an iden-
tity, or with false identities, and who 
protected her, and how did she visit 
hospitals, and how did she manage her 
affairs during the two years of Corona 
and where did she live and work? Have 
you committed crimes, for example?

 The Abagnale of Kuwait needs to be 
studied, and perhaps a statuette made 
of it.

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

Bullet wounds Kuwaiti citizen

Teacher assaulted by colleague
By Munif Naif 

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and 
Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: A Kuwaiti teach-
er of a school in Capital Governorate assault-
ed and hit his colleague, which prompted the 
latter to file a case of assault, beating, threats 
and insults against the former, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

According to security sources, a Kuwaiti 
teacher reported to the police that he was beat-
en, threatened, and insulted by a colleague in 
the same school where he works. Accordingly, 
a case was filed against him and referred to in-
vestigations. Also, a Kuwaiti woman informed 
the police that her brother was beaten by a Ku-
waiti teacher in his school and said “hurtful” 
to him in front of his colleagues and students. 
Accordingly, the complaint was referred to the 
community police, and as a result, the teacher 
was detained in the police station pending the 

two cases.
The sources indicated that the teacher at-

tempted to commit suicide in the classroom and 
was contained and referred to forensic for test-
ing. He was then referred to psychiatry.

They revealed that investigations are under-
way to find out the reasons for the teacher as-
saulting his colleague of the same school.

❑     ❑    ❑

Kuwaiti suffers bullet wound: A stray 
bullet hit a 26-year-old Kuwaiti citizen in 
his shoulder while he was walking in Waha, 
Jahra.

According to a security source, when the 
Operations Room of Ministry of Interior re-
ceived a report from Jahra Hospital about the 
arrival of a citizen who was shot in the shoul-
der, securitymen rushed to the location and 
was informed that something, which turned 
out to be a bullet, hit the citizen’s shoulder 
while he was walking on a walkway.  

‘MEW prepared for peak summer;
teams to help out in emergencies’

Plan in place to modernize infrastructure: Al-Anazi

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Acting Assistant 
Undersecretary for Technical Services and 
Main Workshops Sector at the Ministry of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy 
Eng. Aqul Al-Anazi said the sector is fully 
prepared for the peak summer season as a 
logistical unit that serves all technical sec-
tors, reports Al-Anba daily.

In an interview with the daily, Al-Anazi confi rmed the 
formation of teams that work round the clock to provide 
support in the event of an emergency in the electrical or 
water networks; as well as the provision of more than 
40 mechanisms for transporting equipment and diesel 
transformers to areas experiencing power outage as 
quickly as possible.

He revealed a comprehensive plan is being prepared to 
upgrade and renovate the sector’s buildings to become 20 
percent energy effi cient, which will contribute to reducing 
consumption.

He also talked about the establishment of a photovol-
taic panels factory to achieve self-suffi ciency in this fi eld 
to fully support the transition to renewable energy.  He 
revealed three projects will be awarded soon to the best 
bidders in order to install panels on the buildings of the 
northern and southern stations and in Subhan with a ca-
pacity of 26 megawatts.

Regarding the preparations for the next stage, he said: 
“The sector is considered a logistical support unit for all 
sectors at the ministry. It is responsible for construct-
ing new buildings, developing existing buildings, and 
providing logistical support to all sectors; including the 
mechanical and electrical maintenance of their facilities, 
monitoring and inspecting smart or mechanical meters be-
fore and after installation. As for the peak season, we have 
formed teams to deal with emergency situations.  They 
work in shifts round the clock to help provide services 
and transportation for emergency maintenance in case of 
power or water supply disruption and to ensure the readi-
ness of heavy machinery that provides logistical support 
according to the needs of the technical sectors.”

Modernize
He went on to say: “We have a plan for the next six 

years to modernize the existing buildings, raise the effi -
ciency of the work environment, and save energy. Some 
buildings are very dilapidated; hence, the need to renovate 
them.  God willing, all the ministry’s buildings will un-
dergo radical maintenance and restoration. Civil mainte-
nance contracts have already been signed for a number 
of buildings that need restoration. We have a plan to con-
struct about 15 new buildings, all of which will be green 
and energy-effi cient.”

He added: “We have three projects in the process of 
awarding for the supply, installation and operation of 
photovoltaic cells on car awnings in the main workshops 
and the Emergency Services Department in Subhan with 
a capacity of 13 megawatts; car awnings and the build-
ings of the northern electric power stations in Subiya and 
Doha with a capacity of 6.2 megawatts; and car awnings 
and station buildings in the Southern Electric Power in 
Al-Zour with a capacity of 6.2 megawatts.

Asked about the ministry’s projects aimed at preserv-
ing public money, Al-Anazi disclosed: “We have an in-
tegrated plan to establish a number of factories, the fi rst 
of which is the photovoltaic panels factory.  We will es-
tablish a factory to produce electrical wires.  It will be 
affi liated with the Production Department.  It is aimed at 
achieving self-suffi ciency.  We will also establish a fac-
tory for manufacturing electrical fuses. Thus, we will stop 
importing fuses and the ministry will save a lot of money 
through this; in addition to the establishment of charging 
stations for electric vehicles.”

Meanwhile, the electricity consumption index recorded 
a noticeable increase of 11,590 megawatts at midday re-
cently with temperatures rising to 37 degrees Celsius as 
the peak summer season is fast approaching, which usu-
ally begins in the middle of May, reports Al-Anba daily 
quoting sources from the Ministry of Electricity and Wa-
ter.

In preparation for this season, sources confi rmed that 
the ministry is working hard to complete all maintenance 
works before the start of the season. They also announced 
completion of the maintenance of diesel generators and 
the mechanisms for transport them to the power outage 
sites, if necessary.

Sources pointed out the ministry is doing everything 
it can to overcome the peak season from a technical or 
awareness perspective or securing sources to cover the 
shortfall in production if it occurs.

   Photo by Mohammad Morsi 
Some of the students staging a sit-in at the Shaddadiya University premises.

Genocide condemned

Students stage sit-in, stand in
solidarity with people in Gaza
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Shad-
dadiya university city bore witness to 
a powerful demonstration of solidarity 
with the Palestinian people, echoing 
the global student movement’s call for 
justice, reports Al-Qabas daily.

Led by the National Union of Kuwait 
University Students, the Faculty Mem-
bers Association, and various student 
and union forces, along with the sup-
port of several members of the National 
Assembly and a multitude of citizens, 
the protest rallied in support of the Pal-
estinian right to self-determination.

Gathering together, students, profes-
sors, and university members voiced 
their unwavering support for the Pal-
estinian cause through impassioned 
speeches and solidarity messages. They 
emphasized that the Kuwaiti people 
stand steadfast in solidarity with their 
Palestinian brothers and sisters, refus-
ing to turn a blind eye to the injustices 
they face.

Echoing the sentiments of protests 
across American and Western universi-
ties, the demonstration aimed to draw 
international attention to the ongoing 
tragedy unfolding in Gaza. Speakers 
condemned the relentless violence and 
destruction inflicted by the Zionist re-
gime, highlighting the loss of innocent 
lives and the urgent need for global in-
tervention.

By standing in solidarity with the 
Palestinian people, the exceptional 
student movement has not only embar-
rassed the American administration but 
also reaffirmed the universal impor-
tance of the Palestinian cause. Despite 
efforts to diminish its significance, the 
Palestinian struggle remains a global 
issue and a fundamental human right 
that demands attention and action.

In the face of adversity, the Kuwaiti 
student movement stands united, send-
ing a powerful message of solidarity 
and support to the Palestinian people 
and reaffirming their commitment to 
justice, peace, and dignity for all.

NCCAL takes part in 
33rd Int’l Book Fair

By Salem Al-Methen
ABU DHABI, April 30, (KUNA): 
Kuwait represented by the Nation-
al Council for Culture, Arts and 
Letters (NCCAL), participated in 
Abu Dhabi’s 33rd International 
Book Fair (ADIBF), with a pavil-
ion consisting of a variety of Cul-
tural and Literary books refl ecting 
the country’s rich heritage. Ku-
wait’s National Book Fair Director 
Khalifa Al-Rabah told KUNA that 
the participation of the NCCAL is 
considered a great opportunity to 
strengthen the cultural and literary 
exchange between the participat-
ing countries.

Al-Rabah added that the NC-
CAL in particular, and Kuwaiti 
private and public publishing 
houses always participate in the 
book fair, which helps publicize 
Kuwaiti literature on a global cul-
tural map. Book fairs are consid-
ered a necessity in understanding 
other cultures, Al-Rabah revealed 
that Kuwait publications are al-
ways in high demand and attend-
ance from the fair audience.

Al-Rabah was impressed with 
the ADIBF’s yearly developments 
in regard to organization and 
events, wishing them more success 
and everlasting growth.

The 33rd Abu Dhabi Interna-
tional Book Fair, organized by the 
Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Cent-
er, kicked off Monday and will last 
until May 5 at ADNEC Centre 
Abu Dhabi. The fair includes ap-
proximately 1350 publishing hous-
es from 90 countries to embody the 
slogan “Where the World’s Tales 
Unfold”.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

‘Time for futile talk over, action 
imperative for nation progress’
“THE Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port stands 
as a poignant symbol of missed oppor-
tunities for Kuwait, perhaps the most 
signifi cant among them. Preceded by 
promising prospects that carried im-
mense potential, its failure has incurred 
substantial fi nancial losses, reaching 
into the billions of dinars,” columnist 
Talal Abdul Karim Al Arab wrote for 
Al-Jarida daily.

“Moreover, it has eroded the strate-
gic advantages Kuwait aimed to secure, 
including setbacks in projects like the 
fourth refi nery and the development of 
northern fi elds.

“The cancellation of the Dow Stra-
tegic Project, the untapped potential of 
Kuwaiti islands for tourism, and pro-
longed negligence in advancing educa-
tion and sustainable development have 
all contributed to 
this unfortunate 
scenario. 

“This failure, 
u n e q u i v o c a l l y 
governmental and 
parliamentary, has 
not only hindered 
Kuwait’s progress 
but also weakened 
its competitive-
ness compared 
to less effi cient, 
experienced, and 
economically robust nations.

“Political confl icts, power struggles, 
and a myopic focus on short-term fi -
nancial gains have been the primary 
culprits behind the squandering of these 
opportunities. 

“Both obstructive and negligent ac-
tions by governmental and parliamen-
tary bodies have exacerbated the situ-
ation, leaving Kuwait at a signifi cant 
disadvantage.

“Despite the commencement of the 
Mubarak Port project in 2007, progress 
has been sluggish, with only 52% com-
pletion achieved over 17 years. Even 
now, as efforts are made to revive the 
project and align it with the Silk Road 
initiative, one cannot help but wonder if 
it’s too little, too late.

“Envisioned as a hub for international 
commerce and a vital link between East 
and West, the Mubarak Port was meant 
to stimulate local investments, attract 
foreign capital, and generate thousands 
of employment opportunities for Ku-
waiti youth. Its realization would have 
also facilitated the acquisition of global 
expertise in port management, bolstering 
Kuwait’s standing on the world stage.

“The parallels with the missed op-
portunities of the Dow Strategic Project 
are stark. The cancellation of this trans-
formative venture deprived Kuwait of 
signifi cant technological advancements 
and economic gains, particularly in the 
realm of petrochemicals.

“Meanwhile, the Iraqi Al-Faw Port, 
now rapidly progressing with Chinese 
collaboration, poses a formidable chal-
lenge. With its expansive infrastruc-
ture and ambitious goals, it threatens 
to overshadow regional competitors, 
including Kuwait. This development 
has spurred concerns in neighboring 
countries, highlighting the urgency for 
Kuwait to act decisively in the face of 
growing competition.

“In essence, Kuwait’s penchant for 
political discord and bureaucratic in-
ertia has come at a considerable cost. 
It has stifl ed progress, squandered re-
sources, and undermined the nation’s 
potential for growth and development. 
The time for futile debates and empty 
rhetoric is over, action is imperative if 
Kuwait is to reclaim its position as a 
leader in the region.

Also:
“The importance of media messages 

directed at children cannot be overstat-
ed, as they shape the future decision-
makers of society,” columnist Shaima 
Nabil Al-Mulla wrote Al-Qabas daily.

“These messages, whether conveyed 
through traditional media outlets, chil-
dren’s programs, social media, or elec-
tronic games and cartoons, play a pivotal 
role in stimulating imagination, expand-
ing knowledge, and honing abilities. By 
engaging the senses through audio-visual 
mediums, children are not only enter-
tained but also educated, fostering the 
adoption of positive behaviors.

“However, alongside these benefi ts, 
there are also potential negative impacts 
of media exposure on children. These can 
range from cultural clashes with societal 
values to the development of aggressive 
tendencies and addiction to digital plat-
forms, particularly social networking 
sites, disrupting daily routines and posing 
risks to health and well-being.

“To guide children in utilizing me-
dia in a manner that maximizes posi-
tive outcomes, several strategies can 
be employed. Firstly, establishing clear 
guidelines regarding the time spent and 
the nature of content accessed helps 
children develop healthy media con-
sumption habits. Parental supervision 
and involvement in monitoring content 
are crucial in ensuring that children are 
exposed to appropriate material.

“Encouraging a balanced approach 
to screen time, digital device usage, and 
other activities is essential for maintaining 
a well-rounded lifestyle. Open and ongo-
ing dialogue with children about media 
content enables them to discern between 
harmful and benefi cial messages, empow-
ering them to make informed choices. 

“Additionally, fostering awareness 
of cultural differences helps children 
navigate diverse media landscapes with 
sensitivity and understanding.

“While the question of how to ef-
fectively guide children in media usage 
may be complex, implementing these 
determinants can mitigate risks and 
promote positive outcomes. Ultimately, 
a proactive and collaborative approach 
involving parents, educators, and media 

creators is key to fostering responsible 
media consumption habits among chil-
dren.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“Mubarak Port … a vital Gulf and 
Arab project. The port war, so to speak, 
is new in our region. It is not limited 
in this region as it extends to many 
parts of the world. The competition is 
intense and the results are due to the 
luck of those with good management, 
quick decision-making and the ability 
to cooperate internationally. Maritime 
transport movement is the backbone 
of trade. Internationalism is one of its 
most important components. It is no 
wonder then that in this situation, com-
petition intensifi es and turns into a con-
fl ict of interests,” columnist M. Adel 
Al-Jarallah Al-Kahrafi  wrote for Al-
Seyassah daily.

“The Kuwaiti Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
Port and the Iraqi Al-Faw Port are two 
important centers in the wheel of this 
confl ict. These two ports are close in 
terms of capacity and energy, although 
they differ in design, and each has its 
own advantages and strategic location. 
Both can achieve the desired economic 
goals, if the political circumstances 
surrounding each of them are identifi ed 
and contained. 

“The entry of China on one hand, 
and the Gulf on the other hand, does 
not complicate the problem, as it could 
rather facilitate things if intentions 
are good and balanced interests are 
achieved for all parties. This is possi-
ble.

“The Mubarak Port project is a vital 
and strategic project not only for Ku-
wait, but also for the Gulf. Thus, it must 
receive Gulf support and cooperation to 
complete it in order to reach the strate-
gic economic dimension in the northern 
Gulf.

“In this context, it is also possible to 
cooperate with brotherly Iraq in a way 
that protects everyone’s interests. From 
this standpoint, and after the State al-
located the required funding, the State 
should move forward with completing 
the project and all those associated with 
it, such as housing, storage, transporta-
tion lines and others.

“Without a doubt, moving forward 
with the implementation of all compo-
nents of the project and the reconstruc-
tion of Boubyan Island are of great 
importance from the economic and 
strategic standpoints, and for the Arab 
trade movement.

“Kuwait is keen on maintaining strong 
relations with its brothers and neighbors 
in a way that guarantees the interests of 
all, and in accordance with the interna-
tional law and international legitimacy. It 
is committed to this direction. However, 
this does not diminish its concern for 
its national interests within the healthy 
framework of neighborliness.   

“Difference in views regarding 
Mubarak Port or anything else is pos-
sible, but what matters is that the dif-
ference is settled through positive and 
constructive dialogue, not through the 
media. Kuwait is keen on doing this.

“Our national, Gulf and Arab econo-
my is in dire need of such strategic pro-
jects. Mubarak Port is one of the most 
important projects.  It must be viewed 
from this perspective and from the an-
gle of Arab cooperation.

“Completing this vital project must 
be the top priority of the next govern-
ment and the National Assembly due to 
its positive impact on enhancing transit 
and intra-regional trade, employing na-
tionals, the island reconstruction project, 
and completing the components of the 
northern economic region. All these are 
enough to push the implementation of 
Mubarak Port protect to the top of priori-
ties.  Allah is the Giver of success.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“Long live the government! A piece 
of bad news stated that Salmiya police 
arrested an Asian woman who violated 
the Residency Law for ‘only’ 31 years!  
In fact, the government deceived by 
this Asian has been existing for three 
decades. She lives among us, works, 
receives treatment, transfers her salary 
to her country, and sleeps peacefully. I 
believe, and Allah knows best, that she 
was arrested by chance, and she will 
leave for her country, strengthened and 
honored during the government’s grace 
period, without accountability or pun-
ishment!” columnist Talal Al-Saeed 
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily. 

“The announcement of this case is in 
itself a disgrace that should not be toler-
ated. The weak security grip made this 
Asian woman fl ee from the fi rst spon-
sor and work in another place or other 
places. The weak security grip also 
made the shelter work for her, knowing 
that it was a violation. The weak secu-
rity grip made her move freely through-
out the country – buying, selling and 
processing without fear or shame.

“Now that she has reached an ad-
vanced age, it no longer makes any dif-
ference whether she sits or leaves. The 
result is that she will return to her coun-
try during the grace period, which has 
become an annual custom for violators.

“Thirty years in Kuwait without resi-
dency, health insurance or identifi cation 
papers, yet no one stood in her way. If 
she is a Kuwaiti woman subjected to a 
court ruling in relation to debt or even 
traffi c violation, she would not have 
been able to escape punishment!

“Forgive us, Ministry of Interior, a 
grace period without the red eye, tight-
ening of the security grip and intensify-
ing inspection procedures will not bear 
fruit. Some violators, who have not de-
cided to leave the country or those who 
are ‘unsatisfi ed’, are waiting for next 
year’s grace period. They decide when 
they will leave, not you.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes

Talal Al-Arab

Major General Engineer Issam Nayef and other offi cers at the start of the drill.

National Guard launches drill
to be ‘ready’ for emergencies
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Major Gen-
eral Engineer Issam Nayef, Assistant for 
Administrative Support in the National 
Guard, announced the commencement of 
the “Ready” exercise, conducted by the 
Administrative Support Units, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

The primary objective of this exercise is 
to assess readiness levels, offer support to 
state agencies, and effectively handle any 
emergency situations that may arise.

During the opening of the exercise, 
Major General Nayef conveyed the greet-
ings and appreciation of the Guard lead-
ership, including His Highness Sheikh 
Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Chief of the Na-
tional Guard, Deputy Chief Sheikh Faisal 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Under-
secretary Lieutenant General Engineer 
Hashem Al-Rifai.

This exercise, conducted by the admin-
istrative support units in collaboration with 

the State Apparatus Support Center and 
units under the Assistant Command for Ad-
ministrative Support, is the fi rst of its kind. 
It aims to fulfi ll the tasks assigned to it in 
providing support to state agencies.

Major General Nayef highlighted the 
importance of utilizing the knowledge and 
skills acquired by the participants during 
their training and cooperation with minis-
tries and state institutions. 

These interactions were facilitated 
through cooperation protocols signed be-
tween these entities and the National Guard, 
aligning with the leadership’s directives 
and the objectives outlined in the National 
Guard’s 2025 guiding document, “Protec-
tion and Support.”

He urged participants to collaborate and 
adhere to security and safety protocols 
while commending the signifi cant support 
provided by the National Guard leadership 
to the administrative support units.

Three fuel theft cases 
in Al-Jahra & Hawally

‘Give me money or I’ll kill you’

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: 
It’s a misconception to think 
that theft of small amounts of 
property doesn’t warrant legal 
prosecution. Recent reports 
from police stations in Saad Al-
Abdullah and Maidan Hawally 
suggest otherwise, with three 
separate cases of fuel theft be-
ing fi led under case numbers 
153, 154, and 155/2024, reports 
Al-Anba daily. 

In the first incident at the Saad 
Al-Abdullah police station, a driver 
filled his tank with only one Kuwaiti 
dinar’s worth of fuel and then fled 
without paying. In another case at the 
same station, a different driver filled up 
his car with two dinars’ worth of fuel 
and some gold, then also fled the scene.

Repeatedly
Meanwhile, in Hawally, a representa-

tive from a fuel company reported a 
vehicle with a known license plate that 
had repeatedly visited the station, filled 
up, and left without paying. The estimat-
ed value of the stolen fuel in this case was 
approximately 9.5 dinars.

These incidents highlight that even 
minor fuel theft can lead to legal reper-
cussions, emphasizing the importance of 
accountability and the risks associated 
with criminal behavior, regardless of the 
stolen amount.

❑    ❑    ❑

Son threatens father: An arrest warrant 

has been issued for a man who threatened 
to kill his father with a knife. Deputy 
Public Prosecutor Muhammad 
Al-Jalahma ordered the immediate arrest 
of the man, born in 1999, after his father, 
born in 1975, reported that his son had 
threatened him with a knife. The father 
explained that the incident occurred 
because he refused to give his son money, 
fearing it would be used to engage in 
harmful activities with undesirable com-
panions, reports Al-Anba daily. 

❑    ❑    ❑

Cash, jewelry stolen: A police case 
involving a significant theft has been 
registered at the Saad Al-Abdullah Police 
Station, classified as a felony. The report 
was filed by a woman, born in 1988, who 
lives in the Saad Al-Abdullah area. She 
claims that her house was burglarized, 
with a room broken into, leading to the 
theft of a safe containing various valu-
ables, reports Al-Anba daily. 

The victim indicated that the stolen 
items include 10,000 Saudi riyals in cash, 
gold, watches, jewelry, passports belong-
ing to her children, a maid’s documenta-
tion, her own nationality papers, mobile 
phones, and a surveillance camera 
recorder. The total estimated value of the 
stolen property is about 9,000 Kuwaiti 
dinars.

The complainant provided a specific 
suspect’s name and phone number but did 
not clarify why she believed this person 
committed the crime. Authorities are in 
the process of summoning the suspect for 
questioning, and forensic experts are 
gathering evidence from the crime scene 
to aid the investigation.

Asian run over, dies

Call to cancel decision,
counteract ‘monopoly’

By Jaber Al-Hamoud/Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Court of Appeals referred 
to the Constitutional Court a case fi led against the deci-
sion to impose compulsory contracting with a medical 
waste management company.

The referral came against the backdrop of a grievance 
submitted by the Union of Private Medical Profession-
als and others against the Ministry of Health’s Resolution 
No. 196/2022 that required all medical facilities to con-
tract with a specifi c company to manage and operate the 
medical waste treatment plant.

The decision had provoked dissatisfaction in hospitals, 
clinics and centers because it constitutes a state of mo-
nopoly and violates the law and the Constitution, as well 
as threatens to have a negative impact on the quality and 
cost of medical services.

The defense counsel from Taher Legal Group Law 
Firm, Lawyer Dr. Fawaz Al-Khatib, called for canceling 
the decision and preventing monopoly, stressing that it 
violates the principles of free competition and the lack of 
available alternatives.

He referred to Articles 16, 18, and 20 of the Constitu-
tion and Articles 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of the Competition 
Protection Law, which limit the restrictive ability of min-
isterial decisions on property rights and competition.

Lawyer Dr. Al-Khatib affi rmed the right of the private 
sector to invest capital in accordance with the principles 
of social justice and fair cooperation between public and 
private sectors to achieve development and raise the 
standard of living.

All eyes are on the Constitutional Court’s ruling, 
which will affect the medical sector of Kuwait.

❑    ❑    ❑

Asian run over, dies: An Asian resident died after he 
was hit by a car near Kabd Cooperative Society while 
trying to cross the road.

According to security sources, when the Operations 
Room of the Ministry of Interior received information 
about the accident on Kabd Road near the cooperative 
society, police offi cers rushed to the location with para-
medics and discovered that the Asian man had died.

The motorist, who is an Arab expatriate, has been tak-
en into custody.

MoE denies social media
video on student mishap
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Ahmad Al-Wahida, the offi cial 
spokesman for the Ministry of Education, has refuted claims 
circulating on social media regarding an incident involving a 
student falling from the top of a canopy within one of the min-
istry’s schools, reports Al-Qabas daily.

Al-Wahida clarifi ed that the video clip being shared is out-
dated and that no such incident occurred within Kuwait.

In light of this, Al-Wahida urged caution when sharing in-
formation and emphasized the importance of obtaining news 
from credible, offi cial sources. This serves as a reminder to 
exercise discernment and responsibility in disseminating infor-
mation to avoid the spread of misinformation or panic.

❑    ❑    ❑

Inmate beats offi cer: A lance corporal from the Sentencing 
Implementation Sector of the Ministry of Interior has reported 
being assaulted by an inmate at the Central Prison. The in-
cident was reported at the Sulaibiya Police Station, with the 
lance corporal providing a medical report detailing scratches 
and abrasions, which supported his claim of being assaulted by 
another person, reports Al-Anba daily . 

The report led to the fi ling of a case for assaulting a pub-
lic employee while performing his duties, under Case No. 
131/2024. Further investigations are expected to determine the 
circumstances and resolve the incident.

PAM marks safety day

‘Low worker injury in
fi rst quarter of 2024’
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Public Authority for Man-
power (PAM) organized a celebration on World Occupational 
Health Safety Day with the participation of approximately 105 
government and private agencies, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The event, held under the theme ‘Towards a Safe Work En-
vironment’, showcased PAM’s commitment to ensuring the 
safety of workers in Kuwait. 

Rabab Al-Osaimi, Acting Deputy Director of the Authority 
for Planning and Administrative Development Sector Affairs, 
highlighted the low rates of worker injuries recorded during 

the fi rst quarter of the current year, attrib-
uting this achievement to the Authority’s 
dedication and the cooperation of compa-
nies and business owners.

Al-Osaimi outlined the legal require-
ments set forth by Law 8/2010 for es-
tablishments with 25 or more workers to 
appoint an occupational safety supervisor. 
This supervisor is responsible for imple-
menting safety measures and ensuring 
compliance with safety standards, serv-
ing as a liaison between the facility and 
the Authority. Non-compliance with this 
regulation may result in accountability 

and the imposition of penalties.
She also mentioned that the inspection of compliance with occu-

pational health and safety requirements has been digitized to ensure 
transparency and integrity. The Authority recently launched the 
“Workers’ Housing Suitability” automated service, initially target-
ing government contracts and later expanding to include all private 
sectors. This service aims to provide suitable housing for workers 
in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Aseel Al-Mazyad, Director of the Public Relations and 
Media Department, and Head of the Permanent Coordinating 
Committee responsible for working with civil society institu-
tions, emphasized the committee’s role in promoting human 
rights awareness and strengthening partnerships that serve all 
segments of society.  The committee has signed three memo-
randums of understanding to enhance cooperation, raise aware-
ness among workers, and develop a culture of human rights.

Eng. Al-Osaimi 

‘No encroachments’

5 private reserves razed
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Kuwait Municipality has confi rmed 
the demolition of fi ve private reserves fenced with barbed 
wires and contained cages in Jahra, reports Al-Jarida daily.

In a press statement, the Municipality disclosed that a team 
from the Violations Removal Department in the Municipality 
branch in Jahra, in cooperation with the Environment Public 
Authority and Ministry of Interior, carried out an intensive 
campaign to remove encroachments on State properties.

On the other hand, the Municipality announced that the 
Public Sanitation and Road Occupancy Department at the Mu-
nicipality branch in Ahmadi conducted a series of fi eld tours in 
April to remove everything that obstructs the road and distorts 
the general view in a bid to raise the level of cleanliness. The 
team removed abandoned cars, boats and scrap materials from 
the yards and streets; as well as put warning stickers on 797 
abandoned vehicles, impounded 118 abandoned vehicles and 
obtained 146 pledges.
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Head of the association’s field team, Khaled Al-Mutairi, and a number of volunteers 
at the Kuwait Red Crescent Society in Armenian capital, Yerevan.

KUNA photos
Meeting of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society team with officials of the Armenian Red 

Cross.

ARCS official commends Kuwait’s humanitarian support for those in need

KRCS provides humanitarian aid to 450 people in Armenia
ANKARA, April 30, (KUNA): The Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) announced 
Tuesday that it provided humanitarian aid 
to 450 individuals in the Armenian capital, 
Yerevan.

Khaled Al-Mutairi, head of the society’s 
fi eld team, clarifi ed in a phone call with 
KUNA that the aid was distributed accord-
ing to essential needs, particularly target-
ing the elderly and the most vulnerable 
groups, in coordination with the Armenian 
Red Cross Society.

Food parcels, suffi cient for a family of 
fi ve, were distributed for one month along 
with blankets, heaters, and cleaning sup-
plies, Al-Mutairi added.

He pointed out Kuwait’s commitment 
to responding promptly to humanitarian 
appeals and assisting those in need, espe-
cially in disaster-stricken and vulnerable 
countries.

He expressed gratitude to Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Armenia Nawaf Al-
Enezi, and the embassy staff for their 

dedication and support to the team, mo-
bilizing all resources to facilitate their 
mission.

Last Friday, KRCS launched a humani-
tarian aid campaign to assist over 1,500 
individuals in need and displaced from the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region in various areas 
of Armenia. 

Meanwhile, an Armenian Red Cross 
Society (ARCS) offi cial on Tuesday com-
mended Kuwait’s relief efforts and human-
itarian response in helping those in need 

and displaced in Armenia.
In a statement to Kuwait Red Crescent 

Society (KRCS), received by KUNA, 
ARCS Secretary General Artur Aristake-
syan expressed gratitude towards Kuwait’s 
signifi cant humanitarian aid, emphasizing 
the country’s role in humanitarian gener-
osity, acknowledging KRCS’ prompt re-
sponse in providing crucial support to dis-
placed people from the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region.

Over 1,500 people across Armenia 

would benefi t from KRCS’ distinctive hu-
manitarian assistance, he noted.

He underlined KRCS’ dedication to hu-
manitarian service worldwide, underscor-
ing the impartial and inclusive nature of 
their efforts.

Last Friday, KRCS launched a humani-
tarian aid campaign to assist over 1,500 
individuals in need and displaced from the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region in various ar-
eas of Armenia in response to a call from 
ARCS.

Kuwait keen to support inventors, 
intellectuals, innovators: Al-Najim

KUWAIT CITY, April 
30, (KUNA): Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, 
Ziyad Al-Najim affirmed 
on Monday Kuwait’s 
keenness to support Ku-
waiti inventors, innova-
tors and intellectuals 
regionally and interna-
tionally. 

In the opening speech of the 
Intellectual Property Offices Fo-
rum, organized by the ministry 
on the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Day April 26, Al-Najim 
said that intellectual property is 
a continuous course that does 
not stop at a certain phase, and 
it’s necessary to embrace its pio-
neers and contribute to its devel-
opment and sustainability.

Al-Najim added that he stands 
side by side with state institu-

tions to guarantee the rights of 
inventors and enlighten society 
about the importance of protect-
ing intellectual property, as 

modern in-
ventions are 
what favor 
one society 
over anoth-
er.

For his 
part, the 
Trademarks 
and Patents 
Supervisor 

at the min-
istry Rashid 

Al-Owaihan said in his speech 
that since the outbreak of the 
industrial revolution and the 
continuation of scientifi c and 
technological progress, there 
have been tremendous economic 
changes and countries trade ex-
changes increased.

Countries then began to pay 

attention to enacting laws that 
regulate intellectual property 
rights, both industrial property 
and literary and artistic prop-
erty, he explained, and the need 
for industrialized countries to 
protect industrial intellectual 
property rights on an interna-
tional scale.

He stated that the fi rst inter-
national agreement that was 
concluded was the Paris Con-
vention for the Protection of In-
dustrial Property signed in 1883, 
and three years later the Berne 
Convention for the Protection of 
Literary and Artistic Works was 
concluded.

Al-Owaihan explained that 
Kuwait has several international 
agreements including the TRIPS 
in 1994, WIPO in 1998, Paris in 
2014, and the International Pat-
ent Cooperation Treaty in 2016.

He stressed the importance of 
these agreements and treaties, as 

they are a joint effort to protect 
the intellectual property of patent 
owners and thus create a single, 
large market that includes global 
markets.

He explained that intellectual 
property has two parts, the fi rst 
is related to literary property, 
which is copyright, and relat-
ed rights (literary and artistic 
rights), and the second relates 
to industrial property rights and 
is divided into three branches, 
trademarks, patent, and indus-
trial models. 

The World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPO) cel-
ebrates World Intellectual Prop-
erty Day annually on April 26 
and this year’s slogan is (Intel-
lectual Property and the Sustain-
able Development Goals) and it 
is an opportunity for the world to 
refl ect on the way in which intel-
lectual property helps the global 
art scene to progress.

MoCI holds Intellectual Property Offices Forum on World IP Day

Al-Najim

MoE shifts Kuwaiti teachers to admins roles

‘Rate of Kuwaitization in MEW’s 
power & water plants hits 95pc’

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: According 
to informed sources in the Ministry of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable En-
ergy, the rate of Kuwaitization among 
workers in the power plants and water 
distillation stations has reached 95 per-
cent.

They explained that the total number 
of workers in the stations is 6,800, in-
cluding 6,445 Kuwaitis and 355 non-
Kuwaitis.

The number of stations affiliated 
with the ministry is six, where Kuwaiti-
zation rates are reaching more than 99 
percent. This includes the Shuwaikh 
station, where the total number of Ku-
waiti employees is 467, compared to 
ten non-Kuwaitis, and the Shuaiba Sta-
tion, where there are 1,157 Kuwaiti em-
ployees and 34 non-Kuwaitis.

Implement
The sources stressed the ministry’s 

keenness to implement the Kuwaitiza-
tion policy in all sectors, especially the 
electric power and water distillation 
sector, which is the backbone of the 
ministry and the basic foundation of its 
work.

They indicated that the increase in 
the number of graduates from engineer-
ing colleges with their various speciali-
zations helped the ministry in acceler-
ating the pace of Kuwaitization in this 
important sector.

The sources stressed the ministry’s 
keenness to request the nomination of 
citizens for engineering and technical 
jobs from the Civil Service Commis-
sion when it estimates its need for em-
ployees in the fiscal years that include 
the needs of agencies and ministries for 
employees.

Agencies add:
The Ministry of Education has 

stopped appointing citizens as teachers 
in some subjects like Physical Educa-
tion (for boys) and requested for their 
appointment to the administrative 
transaction coordinator position, re-
ports Al-Anba daily quoting sources.

Sources explained the ministry’s re-
quest includes the graduates of the Col-
lege of Education at Kuwait University 
and the College of Basic Education at 
the Public Authority for Applied Edu-
cation and Training (PAAET), not just 
those who graduated from foreign uni-
versities or local private universities. 

Al-Hajraf amends A-4

‘Direct contracting’ 
regulations altered
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Minister of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable En-
ergy, State Minister for Housing Affairs 
and Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Public Authority for Housing 
Welfare (PAHW) Dr. Salem Al-Hajraf 
issued a decision on amending Article 
Four of the direct contracting regula-
tions, reports Al-Anba daily. 

Article One of the decision states 
that Article Four of the Direct Con-
tracting Regulations as per Ministe-
rial Resolution No. 146/2014 and its 
amendment -- Ministerial Resolution 
No. 45/2020 shall be amended as 
follows: “The Contracting Committee 
shall be formed as per the decision of 
the minister based on the approval of 
the board of directors. It shall be head-
ed by a deputy director general, and 
the number of members should not 
be less than five and not more than 
seven, including the chairman and 
his deputy. They should have experi-
ence and knowledge of tenders, prac-
tices and competitions. The members 
should include the representatives of 
the Legal Advice and Legislation De-
partment and the Central Agency for 
Public Tenders. The committee may 
seek assistance from whomever it 
deems necessary from within the in-
stitution or outside, but the latter has 
no right to vote.”

Article Two: This decision shall be 
published in the Official Gazette and 
shall take effect from the date of its 
publication. Everyone within his juris-
diction shall implement it and all that 
contravenes its provisions shall be re-
pealed.

Sources added the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) determines the job 
title based on the entity’s request; in-
dicating it nominates a group of citi-
zens to work in the agencies and each 
of them informs the commission about 
their workplaces based on the manpow-
er needs.

Asked if those who will be appointed 
as administrative transaction coordina-
tor will be included in the teacher cadre, 
sources clarified this cadre is only for 
those appointed to the teacher position.
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The Indian ambassador with the Governor Sheikh Sabah Badr of Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Governorate.

Indian envoy calls on new Governor
The Indian Ambassador HE Dr. 
Adarsh Swaika called on HE Sheikh 
Sabah Badr Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sa-
bah, the new Governor of Mubarak 
Al-Kabeer Governorate. 

During the meeting the Indian envoy 
congratulated the Governor on his ap-
pointment to the high office and thanked 
him for the continued welfare of the In-
dian community in his jurisdiction.

‘Second consecutive year’

MoSA’s campaign benefits debtors
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The nation-
wide campaign organized to support 
debtors in the country for the second con-
secutive year by the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Family and Child Affairs under 
the guidance of Minister Sheikh Firas Al-
Sabah will benefit eligible Kuwaiti citi-
zens and the money collected will be paid 
directly into their accounts in accordance 
with the established rules and conditions, 
reports Al-Jarida daily.

In a statement during the Debt Repay-
ment Committee meeting on Sunday, the 
Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Social Affairs, Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi, 
said the national campaign was organized 

between March 25 and April 20.
He stressed, according to the state-

ment, the ministry’s keenness to alleviate 
the burdens of indebted citizens whose 
circumstances have placed them in the 
grip of debts that they were unable to pay 
by helping them pay their debts through 
the Civil Enforcement Department in the 
Ministry of Justice. 

He stressed, “There is no need for debt-
ors to review any government agency or 
submit a request, as all data is available at 
the Ministry of Justice, and payment will 
be made directly to the eligible groups in 
accordance with the established rules and 
conditions.”

Kuwait eyes major campaign
to cut wastage of subsidies

Infrastructure project hits 8.38% completion

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Efforts are current-
ly being exerted to carry out a major consumer 
awareness campaign aimed at reducing wast-
age of State subsidies by rationalizing the con-
sumption of subsidized food supplies, electricity 
and water; in addition to raising the citizens’ 

awareness on the importance of preserving the 
State’s resources, reports Al-Anba daily. 

Chairman of the Consumer Protection Development 
Committee and Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Consumer Protection Association Mishal Al-Mana 
confirmed in a statement to the daily that the Consumer 
Protection Development Committee, which was formed 

by the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Abdullah Al-
Joaan through Resolution No. 
20/2024, reports directly to 
the minister, agreed during its 
meeting to conduct this cam-
paign. 

The National Consumer 
Awareness Committee had earli-
er submitted the proposal to carry 
out the campaign to the minister.

According to Al-Mana, the 
campaign will be with the par-
ticipation of several concerned 
ministries like Commerce, In-
formation, Health and Social 
Affairs, and other government 
agencies. He said the committee 
is keen on achieving economic, 
environmental, and social goals; 
explaining that the economic 
goal is reducing the cost of State 
subsidies. He explained that the 
citizens should obtain only the 
necessary food supplies and dis-
pensing those do not reduces the 
cost for the State.

❑      ❑      ❑

8.38% work done: The author-
ity overseeing the South Sabah 
Al Ahmad City project has an-
nounced signifi cant progress in 
the main roads contract, major 
infrastructure services networks, 
and rainwater tanks, reports Al-
Jarida daily.

As of March last year, the 
completion rate has reached 
8.38%, with work advancing 
ahead of schedule by 5.86% by 
the end of the previous month.

According to a statement to 
Kuwait News Agency, the au-
thority highlighted that the ex-
pected completion date for the 
contract is June 5, 2026, with 
a total value of 112,789,000 di-
nars. 

Engineers from the authority’s 
third region are closely monitor-
ing the implementation of the 
contract’s 10 different compo-
nents.

Furthermore, 19.7% of the rain 
network work and 35.5% of the 
rainwater collection tank work 
have been completed. 
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Company Exclusive Sponsor of GUST 25th career fair

Zain attracts national talent to foster private sector growth
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Zain an-
nounced its Exclusive Sponsorship 
of the 25th career fair organized 
by Gulf University for Science and 
Technology (GUST) at the main 
campus in Mubarak Al Abdul-
lah. The event, which ran for three 
consecutive days, came under the 
patronage of H.E. Minister of Edu-
cation and Minister of Higher Edu-

cation and Scientifi c Research Dr. 
Adel Al Adwani.

The opening ceremony was at-
tended by the representative of the 
event’s patron, Acting Secretary 
General of the Private Universi-
ties Council Adel Al Bader, Acting 
President of Gulf University for Sci-
ence and Technology Dr. Bassam 
Alameddine, Zain Kuwait Corpo-

rate Relations Department Manager 
Hamad Al Musaibeeh, Zain’s Hu-
man Resources team, offi cials from 
the participating companies, along 
with GUST students and graduates.

Zain continues to support and 
actively participate in major career 
fairs in Kuwait in collaboration 
with the biggest educational and 
academic institutions from both the 

public and private sectors. The com-
pany strives to attract national talent 
to join the Kuwaiti private sector 
with the goal of fostering sustain-
able growth and introducing young 
people to its success story in the tel-
ecom sector. 

Through its dedicated booth at 
the career fair, Zain presented its 
available job vacancies, shared its 

internal policy, and showcased its 
wonderful workplace environment. 
Zain’s team also provided a detailed 
explanation of the nature of work at 
various departments and divisions 
and answered all questions and in-
quiries. 

Through such contributions, Zain 
seeks to stimulate the local job mar-
ket, exchange experiences, and of-

fer career opportunities to students, 
fresh graduates, and those who are 
looking for their next career jour-
ney. The company is keen on of-
fering job seekers with career op-
portunities that best suit their skills, 
competencies, and passions to pro-
gress national economy and increase 
national talent representation in the 
Kuwaiti private sector.

Al Bader and Dr. Alameddine recognize Al Musaibeeh and Zain’s HR team for the company’s support.

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait’s golden sponsorship of 
GUST career fair opens doors to opportunities
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Al 
Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) 
proudly announces its golden 
sponsorship of Gulf University 
of Science and Technology’s 
(GUST) career fair. This initia-
tive refl ects the Bank’s unwaver-
ing dedication to supporting edu-
cation and creating valuable job 
opportunities for Kuwaiti univer-
sity graduates.

The Bank’s presence at the exhi-
bition offered graduates the chance 
to explore potential roles within 
various departments and divisions. 
During the event, ABK representa-
tives engaged with students, ad-
dressed inquiries, and elaborated 
on the various benefi ts available to 
employees.

Afrah Al Arbash, General 
Manager of the Human Re-
sources at ABK, underscored 
the importance of this sponsor-
ship, stating, “We are delighted 
to sponsor GUST’s career fair as 
part of our ongoing commitment 

to attracting top talent and show-
casing career prospects within 
the Bank.”

She emphasized the signifi -
cance of university job fairs for 
both ABK and all participants 
involved. She said, “Job fairs 

serve as a 
p l a t f o r m 
for talent 
identifica-
tion, re-
cruitment, 
and rais-
ing aware-
ness of the 
B a n k ’ s 
growth and 
recruitment 
opportuni-

ties, benefi ting all stakeholders.”
Furthermore, Al Arbash high-

lighted the Bank’s endeavour to 
attract skilled nationals by fos-
tering a healthy work environ-
ment for employee development 
through specialized training 

programs, both in-person and 
online. Notably, these efforts re-
cently culminated in ABK being 
recognized as ‘Best Workplace 
in the Banking Sector’ in Ku-
wait by International Finance in 
2023.

Looking ahead, Al Arbash af-
fi rmed, “We remain committed 
to actively participating in career 
fairs at universities in Kuwait to 
remain abreast of employment 
trends, assess the capabilities of 
students and graduates, under-
stand their preferences and re-
quirements, and ensure effective 
response to their needs.”

In conclusion, Al Arbash com-
mended GUST for fostering col-
laboration among private sector 
companies at its annual career 
fair, emphasizing that this event 
served as a crucial communica-
tion channel between students, 
graduates, and organizations 
seeking fresh talent.

Dr Al-Kharafi  stresses importance
of STEM learning at school confab

‘Education should extend beyond traditional curricula’

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: 
Dr. Fayza Al-Kharafi , former 
director of Kuwait Univer-
sity and Chair of the Board 
of Trustees of the Ameri-
can Baccalaureate School, 
emphasized the importance 
of schools not only as class-
rooms but as platforms to 
nurture students’ skills and 
passions in science, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

Speaking at the fi rst conference of 
the STEM program at the American 
Baccalaureate School, Al-Kharafi  
highlighted the need for school en-
vironments to foster the talents and 
abilities of young learners in scientif-
ic fi elds. She emphasized that educa-
tion should extend beyond traditional 
curricula, offering students an inte-
grated learning experience.

At the conference, Director Areej 
Al-Ghanim described the event as the 
school’s inaugural student conference on 
science, engineering, mathematics, tech-
nology, and art. She underscored its sig-
nificance as an opportunity for education-
al stakeholders to observe the school’s 
advancements in STEM education and 
exchange ideas to enrich curricula and 
community services.

Pioneering
Al-Ghanim noted the school’s pioneer-

ing role in implementing the STEM sys-
tem in the Gulf since 2015 and praised the 
students’ success in international compe-
titions. She highlighted the importance 
of such conferences in raising awareness 
about STEM fields, fostering scientific 
research skills, and enhancing students’ 
communication abilities.

Looking ahead, Al-Ghanim expressed 
the school’s commitment to support-
ing other institutions by inviting them to 
participate in similar events, facilitating 
knowledge exchange and collaborative 
learning. She stressed that investing in 
education and nurturing students’ talents 
are essential for societal growth and sus-
tainable development.

This is in keeping in mind the scien-
tific objectives which include building 
bridges of cooperation with stakeholders 
concerned with education, exchanging 
experiences and providing community 
service, enriching curricula and enhanc-
ing technological education and enhanc-
ing scientific communication skills and 
research interaction

Meanwhile, Professor of Electrical 
Engineering at Kuwait University, Head 
of the Development and Competitive 
Programs Sector at the Science Club, Dr. 
Muhammad Al-Saffar, said: STEM pro-
grams and science competition events are 
very important in schools, stressing that 
all private and government schools must 
have a STEM program and science exhi-
bitions, through the work of students. In 
projects related to scientific research and 
innovation; To develop their skills and 
test themselves and the curricula they 
have studied in practice.

Regarding the projects of the students 
of the American Baccalaureate School, 
Al-Saffar stated that some of the students’ 
projects are considered very distinguished, 
expressing his admiration for the projects 
presented by the students at the school that 
require a scientific background, program-
ming, and modern technologies.

Dr. Jaafar Ali Barul, from the Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research, spoke 
about the importance of the STEM pro-
gram in developing students’ skills, 
stressing the need to embrace and devel-
op these talents.

Honoring the bank’s representatives during the exhibition.

Huge turnout at the bank’s pavilion.

Meanwhile, in anticipation of forecasted 
rainfall due to an impending depression, the 
Ministry of Public Works and its various sec-
tors swung into action yesterday morning.

With specialists and meteorologists issu-
ing warnings of prolonged rain, the ministry 
initiated a comprehensive preparation strat-
egy. Teams were dispatched to strategically 
deploy rainwater pumps across multiple lo-
cations to mitigate potential flooding.

According to ministry sources, prepara-
tions include the mobilization of emergency 
response teams to critical sites and the stra-
tegic placement of pumps in areas prone to 
water accumulation. 

Emphasizing proactive measures, the 
ministry ensures the readiness of its fleet 
of vehicles equipped for water retrieval and 
the maintenance of pump facilities within 
tunnels and along highways to ensure effi-
cient operation during emergencies.

comes at a time when the region is undergo-
ing extraordinary conditions.

Speaking to KUNA, he said the visit 
would contribute to promoting joint politi-
cal collaboration about long-lasting regional 
issues and dossiers in the light of Kuwaiti-
Egyptian consensus over the necessity of 
finding relevant peaceful solutions.

He added that the Kuwaiti-Egyptian 
summit comes ahead of the forthcoming 
Arab summit in Manama, Bahrain, to look 
into an array of issues of mutual interest, 
chiefly the situation in Gaza and ongoing 
de-escalation efforts.

For his part, former assistant foreign 
minister Ambassador Mohammad Hejazy 
believed that His Highness the Amir’s visit 
to Egypt comes at a very significant time.

He stressed that the tour would certainly 
result in further bolstering bilateral rela-
tions, boosting foreign policy collaboration, 
and backing Arab and Islamic matters amid 
the evolving regional situation.

It also comes in the context of the respon-
sibility the State of Kuwait has always been 
shouldering to strongly support the Pales-
tinian people. 

sidelines of the Islamic Development Bank 
Group annual meetings, in Riyadh.

The statement said the Finance Minis-
ters discussed bilateral cooperation and 
reinforcement of the deep-rooted strategic 
relations that ties the two friendly countries, 
they also went over topics of shared interest 
in the economic and financial field. 

Kuwait participated in the 49th annual 
ministerial meeting of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Islamic Development Bank 
Group, held in Riyadh.

During the meeting, the forty-ninth an-
nual report for the fiscal year 2023 of the 
Islamic Development Bank was approved, 
which includes the bank’s financing opera-
tions and its various activities, in addition 
to economic and global developments and 
their effects on member states.

The audit accounts of the bank and its af-
filiated institutions for the fiscal year 2023 
were also approved, and the president and 
two vice presidents of the Board of Gover-
nors were elected for 2025.

The nomination of Qatar as a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Islamic Cor-
poration for the Development of the Private 
Sector for the ninth session 2025/2027, rep-
resenting the Arab Group C (non-African 
Arab countries), was also supported. 

The Republic of Algeria was also chosen 
to host the next meeting of the Board of 
Governors of the Islamic Bank Group 2025.

Concluding his statement, Ambassador 
Al-Sabah took time to highlight Kuwait 
2035 vision and its efforts in achieving sus-
tainable development goals.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Jas-
sem Al-Budaiwi, stressed on Monday the 
importance of the strategic and growing 
partnership between the GCC and the US to 
improve peace, security, stability, integra-
tion, and economic prosperity in the region.

Al-Budaiwi added that the meeting dis-
cussed all international and regional issues 
of common interest, stressing the position 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries 
on the necessity of reaching an immediate 
and complete ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, 
halting all Israeli military operations, ensur-
ing the protection of civilians in accordance 
with international law and international hu-
manitarian law, and lifting all restrictions 
that hinder the entry of humanitarian aid 
and the basic needs of the sector.

Al-Budaiwi stressed the categorical rejec-
tion of any attempts to displace the Palestin-
ian people from their land, calling for an end 
to the escalation and acts of violence against 
the Palestinians in the West Bank, includ-
ing settlement expansion, land confiscation, 
military operations against the Palestinians, 
settler attacks, and the siege of places of wor-
ship for Muslims and Christians.

Al-Budaiwi affirmed on the strong posi-
tion of the Cooperation Council in support 
of the right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination and the establishment of their 
independent state on the borders of June 4, 
1967, with East Jerusalem as its capital, in 
accordance with the relevant United Nations 
resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.

given to presidents, kings and Amirs in rec-
ognition of their roles.

The Order was given to His Highness the 
Amir, at Al-Itihadya Presidential Palace, to 
reflect deep-rooted relations between the 
two sisterly countries, and in the enhance-
ment of friendly bonds of friendship of His 
Highness the Amir. 

Egyptian President Abdulfattah El-Sisi 
held a banquet in honor of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and his accompanying delegation 
on the occasion of the state visit.

Additionally, an official reception cer-
emony was held at the Federal Palace to 
honor His Highness the Amir’s state visit 
to the Arab Republic of Egypt. Upon the 
Kuwaiti delegation’s arrival at the Federal 
Palace, they were greeted with trumpets 
and a twenty-one-gun salute. The national 
anthems of Kuwait and Egypt resounded as 
His Highness the Amir exchanged greetings 
with Egyptian dignitaries, and President 
Abdulfattah Al-Sisi warmly welcomed the 
Kuwaiti delegation.

Furthermore, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah embarked on a state visit to Egypt on 
Tuesday, where he was received by Presi-
dent Abdelfattah El-Sisi, Minister of Com-
munications and Information Technology 
Amr Ahmed Samih Talaat, Kuwaiti Am-
bassador to Egypt Ghanim Al-Ghanim, and 
Kuwait’s permanent representative to the 
Arab League Ambassador Talal Al-Mutai-
ri. His accompanying delegation included 
Minister of Finance and State Minister for 
Economic Affairs and Investment Anwar 
Ali Al-Mudhaf, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Abdullah Al-Yahya, and senior officials 
from the Amiri Diwan.

His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
visits to Arab countries, including Egypt, 
show Kuwait’s desire to unify Arabs amid 
regional crises, and reflect its rational and 
wise policy, opined ex-Egyptian officials.

Former Egyptian Prime Minister Dr. 
Esam Sharaf told KUNA that His High-
ness the Amir’s visit is so important that it 
shows the strong bilateral ties between the 
two countries and is part of coordinated 
discussions over regional and international 
crises.

“The rulers of Kuwait are renowned for 
their wisdom and rational leadership in 
dealing with all the problems and crises that 
the Arab region is going through. Kuwait 
always seeks to settle disputes between 
countries through dialogue and peaceful so-
lutions,” said Sharaf.

He pointed out the importance of this 
visit in light of the current regional devel-
opments, especially the Israeli occupation 
war in the Gaza Strip and the targeting of 
Palestinian civilians.

He noted that these events require collec-
tive stances, and unity of visions between 
Egypt and Kuwait, commending ongoing 
coordination between the two countries to 
restore stability to the region, and efforts to 
stop the expansion of the ongoing war.

Sharaf said that the meeting between His 
Highness the Amir and Egyptian President 
Abdulfattah el-Sisi will discuss cooperation 
mechanisms between the two countries, 
which will contribute positively to strength-
ening efforts aimed at maximizing regional 
understanding and then security and stabil-
ity, regionally and internationally.

On his part, former deputy speaker of the 
Egyptian Parliament’s Foreign Relations 
Committee Tareq Al-Khouli underlined the 
importance of His Highness the Amir’s visit 
because it is his first visit as Kuwait’s Amir, 
especially amid several regional challenges.

Al-Khouli added that Kuwait has its sta-
tus and influence on its surroundings, point-
ing out its large and important role in sup-
porting the Palestinian issue, and through 
the historically extended Egyptian role in 
supporting the issue, this visit comes to join 
efforts and exchange viewpoints regarding 
several issues.

He said that through Egypt’s pioneering 
role in the Arab region, it was necessary 
that there be an exchange of views regard-
ing various issues, most notably the Pales-
tinian cause, and the multiple practices of 
genocide to which the Palestinian people 
are exposed to.

On the Kuwaiti-Egyptian relations, Al-
Khouli described them as extremely spe-
cial, deep-rooted in history and has conver-
gence in political views regarding various 
Arab issues.

He added that the Kuwaiti-Egyptian rela-
tions are witnessing continued harmony and 
strong relations, looking forward to more 
joint work and exchanging support between 
the two countries in increasing fruitful co-
operation.

Former Foreign Minister Mohammad Al-
Orabi stressed the significance of His High-
ness the Amir’s state visit to Cairo since it 

That is why these state tours were neces-
sary in order to obtain field knowledge of 
developments in those countries, and also 
to bring Kuwait back to the forefront again.

It goes without saying that these tours 
will not stop at the countries that His High-
ness visited, as it is clear that they may be 
completed soon, in order to restore to Ku-
wait its glories and close relations at all 
levels.

Today, the country is under a decisive 
and determined leadership with a strong 
will in the process of achieving leader-
ship, and for Kuwait to turn into a factory 
of ideas and initiatives, better than it was 
in the past.

Rain peaks
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Ruang erupts again

Japan PM denies
he will step down
TOKYO, April 30, (Agencies): Japanese Prime Min-
ister Fumio Kishida said Tuesday his governing par-
ty’s major defeat in last weekend’s by-elections was 
largely due to a political fundraising scandal and that 
he would not step down or replace party executives to 
take responsibility.

Instead, Kishida said he will push anti-corruption 
measures and political reforms.

“As I take the results seriously, I believe as presi-
dent of the governing party we must tackle the chal-
lenges we face one by one and achieve results, and 
this is the way I will take responsibility,” Kishida said. 
“By doing so, I will regain the people’s trust.”

Kishida said the scandal dealt “a big and heavy 
hinderance” to the party. The 
scandal centers on dozens of 
lawmakers in Kishida’s Liberal 
Democratic Party who alleged-
ly pocketed profi ts from ticket 
sales to political events by fal-
sifying accounting reports.

Asked if he would take re-
sponsibility for the election 
loss, Kishida denied he would 
step down or replace top LDP 
posts, and pledged to pursue 
party and political reforms, 
including a revision to the po-

litical funds laws. He also vowed to tackle economic 
issues.

The conservative Liberal Democratic Party lost all 
three seats in Sunday’s parliamentary by-elections in 
Nagasaki, Shimane and Tokyo. Kishida’s party only 
fi elded its own candidate in Shimane, a conservative 
stronghold, while the liberal-leaning main opposition 
Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan clinched all 
three seats previously held by LDP.

The loss is seen as a punishment by voters for the 
governing party’s scandal, which erupted last year and 
has undermined Kishida’s leadership.

❑     ❑     ❑

Solomons PM won’t keep his job: Solomon Is-
lands pro-Beijing Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare 
on Monday withdrew from the contest to remain head 
of the strategically important South Pacifi c island na-
tion’s government following general elections two 
weeks ago that are central to the US-China rivalry in 
the region.

Sogavare has been re-elected to the parliament. But 
he told a press conference in the capital Honiara on 
Monday he would not be nominated as a candidate 
when the 50 newly elected lawmakers vote on Thurs-
day for the prime minister, Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. reported.

Sogavare had hoped to become the fi rst Solomons 
prime minister to maintain power in consecutive 
four-year terms following the April 17 election. Dur-
ing his previous term, China’s infl uence increased 
more in the Solomons than anywhere else in the 
South Pacifi c.

Sogavare switched diplomatic allegiances from 
Taiwan to Beijing and struck a secret security pact that 
has raised fears of the Chinese navy gaining a foothold 
in the region.

Sogavare said in his press conference he had been 
“vilifi ed by media” and his family had been subjected 
to “unprecedented abuse,” the ABC reported.

❑     ❑     ❑

‘Blast caused by ammo mishandling’: A huge 
explosion in southwestern Cambodia over the week-
end that killed 20 soldiers at an army base appears 
to have been an accident caused by mishandling of 
ammunition by troops, a senior military offi cial said 
Tuesday.

The Saturday afternoon blast in Kampong Speu 
province also destroyed military vehicles and four 
buildings at the base, and damaged homes in a nearby 
village.

Army spokesperson Maj Gen Mao Phalla said the 
soldiers were transferring ammunition from trucks 
into a storage facility when the blast occurred, killing 
them instantly. He said another 11 people, including 
soldiers and nearby villagers, were slightly injured, 
mostly from debris from the damaged buildings, not 
shrapnel.

Cambodia held a mass funeral on Sunday for those 
killed in the explosion.

❑     ❑     ❑

Philippine students told to stay home: Southeast 
Asia was coping with a weekslong heat wave on Mon-
day as record-high temperatures led to school clos-
ings in several countries and urgent health warnings 
throughout the region.

Millions of students in all public schools across the 
Philippines were ordered to stay home Monday after 
authorities canceled in-person classes for two days. 
The main advice for everyone, everywhere has been 
to avoid outdoor activities and drink plenty of water, 
but the young and the elderly were told to be espe-
cially careful.

Cambodia this year is facing the highest tempera-
tures in 170 years, Chan Yutha, a spokesperson for 
the Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology, 
told The Associated Press on Monday. His agency has 
forecast that temperatures in most parts of the coun-
try could reach up to 43 degrees Celsius (109 degrees 
Fahrenheit) this week.

❑     ❑     ❑

Manila vehicle crash kills 3: A speeding bus 
crashed into several vehicles along a busy highway in 
the Philippine capital on Monday night, killing three 
and injuring 17 others, police said on Tuesday.

According to the police, the multi-vehicle accident 
happened around 9 p.m. local time and involved a bus, 
a passenger van, a taxi, and fi ve motorcycles.

Initial investigation showed that the bus fi rst 
rammed into the motorcycles during a red light before 
crashing into the passenger van and the taxi.

❑     ❑     ❑

Indonesia’s Ruang erupts again: Mount Ruang 
volcano in Indonesia’s Sulawesi erupted again early 
Tuesday morning, triggering an increase in danger 
status to its highest level and the temporary closure 
of airports.

Volcanic earthquakes have increased since Mon-
day, developing into explosive and effusive eruptions, 
accompanied by loud rumbling sounds and the ejec-
tion of incandescent lava into the sky.

This increase in activity spurred the Center for Vol-
canology and Geological Disaster Mitigation to raise 
Mount Ruang’s dangerous level from 3 to 4, its high-
est level.

Abdul Muhari, spokesperson for the National Dis-
aster Management Agency, said rocks and gravel 
rained down on villages around the mountain.

Kishida

Britain’s King Charles III and Queen Camilla meet with patients during a visit to the University College Hospital Macmillan Cancer Centre in London on April 30. (AP)

Chinese Vice President Han Zheng 
meets with Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Peru Javier Gonzalez-Olaechea 
Franco in Beijing, capital of China, 
April 29. China is willing to work with 
Peru to implement the important con-
sensus reached by the two heads of 
state, maintain the momentum of high-
level exchanges, strengthen the syn-
ergy of development strategies, fully 
tap cooperation potential, pursue high-
quality Belt and Road cooperation, and 
push for new progress in China-Peru 

relations, Han said. (Xinhua)

Zelenskyy Stoltenberg

Sword-wielding man kills 1: A man 
wielding a sword attacked members of the 
public and police offi cers in a east London 
suburb early Tuesday, killing a 13-year-old 
boy and injuring four others, authorities said.

A 36-year-old man was arrested in a resi-
dential area near Hainault underground sta-
tion, police said. The incident is not being 
treated as terror-related or a “targeted attack.”

Two police offi cers were in hospital be-
ing treated for stab wounds. Two other peo-
ple were also injured.

Chief Supt. Stuart Bell described the inci-
dent as “truly horrifi c.”

The Metropolitan Police said they were 
called early Tuesday to reports of a vehicle 
being driven into a house in a residential 
street and people being stabbed close to the 
Hainault underground station.(AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

NATO chief chides members: NATO 
countries haven’t delivered what they prom-
ised to Ukraine in time, the alliance’s chief 
said Monday, allowing Russia to press its 
advantage while Kyiv’s depleted forces wait 
for military supplies to arrive from the US 
and Europe.

“Serious delays in support have meant 
serious consequences on the battlefi eld” for 
Ukraine, NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg told a news conference in Kyiv 
with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Outgunned, Ukraine’s troops have strug-
gled to fend off Russian advances on the 
battlefi eld. They were recently compelled to 
make a tactical retreat from three villages in 
the east, where the Kremlin’s forces have been 
making incremental gains, Ukraine’s army 
chief said Sunday. The Russian Defense Min-
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A man picks tulips at a tulip pick farm in Ridgeville, Ontario, Canada, on April 
29. (Xinhua)

istry claimed Monday its forces had also taken 

the village of Semenivka. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Police clear migrant camp: French po-
lice evicted migrants from a makeshift tent-
camp next to Paris City Hall early on Tues-
day, the latest clear-out of people without 

homes that aid groups allege is a campaign 
to beautify the French capital ahead of the 
Summer Olympics.

In an operation that began before dawn, 
police woke around 100 teenage boys and 
young men from West Africa, telling them 
to pack their tents and belongings.

Paris police said the operation was car-
ried out for security reasons, notably be-
cause the camp was near schools.

Paris-region offi cials told the men - many 
of them minors and in the process of seeking 
residency papers - that they could be housed 
temporarily for three weeks in the Loire-
region town of Angers if they wished.  (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Serbia to include ex-intel chief: Ser-
bia’s new government will include a former 
intelligence chief who has fostered close 
ties with Russia and is sanctioned by the 
United States, the country’s prime minister-
designate said Tuesday.

Aleksandar Vulin will serve as one of 
several vice-premiers, said Milos Vucevic 
as he announced the composition of his fu-
ture Cabinet, which is expected to be voted 
into offi ce in the coming days in Serbia’s 
parliament.

Serbia is formally seeking European Un-
ion membership but has maintained friendly 
relations with Russia and refused to join 
Western sanctions against Moscow over its 
war in Ukraine. (AP)

Trump and DeSantis meet to make peace

Biden, Mexico’s prez discuss migration
WASHINGTON, April 30, (AP): US 
President Joe Biden spoke with his 
Mexican counterpart, Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador, about cooperating on 
migration policy as the US leader con-
tinues to deliberate whether to take ex-
ecutive action that would crack down 
on the number of migrants arriving at 
the southern US border.

The call occurred on Sunday at 
Biden’s request, López Obrador said 
during his daily news conference Mon-
day in Mexico City. In a joint state-
ment, Biden and López Obrador said 
the call centered on their joint efforts 
to “effectively manage” migration and 
“strengthen operational effi ciency” on 
the US-Mexico border.

“We talk periodically,” López Obra-
dor said. “I seek him out, he seeks me 
out, we chat.”

Measures
The joint statement said Biden and 

López Obrador have directed their 
national security aides to “immedi-
ately” put in place concrete measures 
to reduce the number of unauthorized 
border crossings. The policies would 
also protect human rights, according 
to the statement. White House press 
secretary Karine Jean-Pierre would 
not elaborate what those new measures 
were, nor would offi cials from the Na-
tional Security Council.

The Mexican leader said the two 
countries have made progress in con-
trolling unauthorized migration by 
persuading many migrants not to use il-
legal methods to move from country to 
country. López Obrador also applauded 
a January decision by the US Supreme 
Court that allowed Border Patrol agents 
to resume cutting razor wire that the 
state of Texas had installed along the 
border to try and deter migration.

Since the collapse of border legis-
lation in Congress earlier this year, 
the White House has not ruled out 
Biden issuing an executive order on 
asylum rules to try and reduce the 
number of migrants arriving at the 
US southern border. Any unilateral 
action would likely lean on a presi-
dent’s authority under Section 212(f) 
of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, which offers broad powers to 
block entry of certain immigrants if 
doing so is deemed detrimental to the 
national interest.

Administration offi cials have been 
poring over various options for months, 
but Biden has made no decision on how 
to proceed with any executive actions. 
White House aides have also seen little 
immediate urgency for the president to 
take any action, considering the num-
ber of illegal border crossings have de-
clined since a record high of 250,000 in 
December as Mexican offi cials stepped 
up their enforcement efforts.

Also:
NEW YORK: Former US President 
Donald Trump met privately with 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis over the 
weekend, marking a détente between 
the former rivals after a brutal Republi-
can primary contest marked by insults 
and bruised egos, according to three 
people familiar with the discussion.

The meeting, which lasted three 
hours, was organized to help the men 
bury the hatchet and discuss potential 
joint fundraising efforts, according to 
one of the people, who, like others, 
spoke on condition of anonymity to 
share details of the private get-together. 
The governor, during the conversation, 
committed to helping Trump as he faces 
President Joe Biden in the general elec-
tion, said the person. It ended with the 

two shaking hands, said another.
The meeting, which was fi rst report-

ed by The Washington Post, was or-
chestrated by Florida real estate inves-
tor Steve Witkoff, and took place at his 
Shell Bay Club in Hollywood, Florida.

Witkoff did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment 
through his offi ce.

On Monday, Trump said the two 
had had “a great meeting yesterday” 
and that he was “very happy to have 
the full and enthusiastic support of 
Governor Ron DeSantis of Florida.”

❑     ❑     ❑

BUFFALO, NY: Voters in an upstate 
New York congressional district will 
choose between a Democrat regarded 
by many as the natural successor to the 
longtime congressman who vacated 
the seat earlier this year and a Republi-
can with crossover appeal in a special 
election Tuesday.

Democratic Rep. Brian Higgins, 
who arrived in Congress in 2005, re-
signed in February to become presi-
dent of Shea’s Performing Arts Center 
in Buffalo. With Republicans holding 
a narrow margin in the U.S. House, 
even a race for a seat widely expected 
to remain in Democratic hands has 
drawn its share of scrutiny.

The race in the 26th District features 
state Sen. Timothy Kennedy, a Dem-
ocrat who regards Higgins as a mentor, 
and Gary Dickson, the fi rst Republi-
can elected as a town supervisor in the 
Buffalo suburb of West Seneca in 50 
years.

The district spans Erie and Niagara 
counties, including the cities of Buf-
falo and Niagara Falls. With registered 
Democrats outnumbering Republicans 
by more than 2-to-1, it is considered a 
safe seat for Democrats.

America

King Charles III returns to public duties with trip to cancer charity
King Charles III returned to public duties on Tues-
day, visiting a cancer treatment charity and begin-
ning his carefully managed comeback after the 
monarch’s own cancer diagnosis sidelined him for 
three months.

The event marks the king’s fi rst formal public en-
gagement since Feb 6, when Buckingham Palace 
announced that he would be taking a break from 
public duties to focus on his treatment for an undis-
closed type of cancer.

It will be the fi rst of several public appearances 
Charles will make in the coming weeks as he pre-
pares to host a state visit by the emperor and em-
press of Japan in June.

It is unclear how many of the summer’s traditional 
royal events, including the king’s formal birthday pa-
rade and the horse racing at Royal Ascot, Charles 
will attend as his treatment continues. The palace 
said last week that doctors were “very encouraged” 
by the king’s progress, but his schedule would be 

adjusted as needed to protect his recovery.
For now, Tuesday’s appearance gives Charles an-

other opportunity to raise awareness of the benefi ts 
of early diagnosis and treatment of cancer and other 
health problems as he has done throughout his illness.

Unlike most royals before him, Charles chose to 
publicly disclose details about his health when he 
fi rst underwent treatment for an enlarged prostate 
and later when he was diagnosed with cancer. The 
decision raised awareness of these issues. (AP)
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Market Movements         30-04-2024

Business   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - TASI +25.45 12,394.91
JAPAN - Nikkei 225 +470.89 38,405.66

   Change Closing pts
DUBAI - DFMGI -4.89 4,155.77
PHILIPPINES - PSEi -69.15 6,700.49
EGYPT - EGX 30 -1,562.55 24,448.73
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 -724.96 71,125.44

oil plunges

The Kuwaiti oil price slightly fell 
24 cents to USD 89.63 per bar-
rel (pb) on Monday, compared 
to USD 89.87 pb, Kuwait Petro-
leum Corporation (KPC) said on 
Tuesday.

In international markets, fu-
tures of the Brent crude oil fell 
USD 1.10 to reach USD 88.40 
pb and those of the West Texas 
Intermediate crude oil dropped 
USD 1.22 pb to USD 82.63 a 
barrel. (KUNA)

Kuwait’s crude exports to Japan dip KOC develops valuable oil reservoirs

Kuwait’s crude oil exports to Japan in March 
fell 22.0 percent from a year earlier to 5.11 
million barrels, or 165,000 barrels per 
day (bpd), down for the sixth consecutive 
month, government data showed Tuesday.

As Japan’s third-biggest oil provider, Ku-
wait supplied 6.9 percent of its total crude 
imports, compared with 8.4 percent in the 
same month of last year, the Japanese Nat-
ural Resources and Energy Agency said in 
a preliminary report.

Japan’s overall imports of crude oil in the 
reporting month declined 4.4 percent year-on-

year to 2.40 million bpd, down for the fourth 
month in a row. Shipments from the Middle East 
accounted for 94.7 percent of the total, down 1.9 
percentage points from the year before.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) re-
mained in the top spot, with imports from 
the country growing 9.8 percent from the 
year before to 1.06 million bpd, followed by 
Saudi Arabia with 982,000 bpd, down 7.1 
percent. The US ranked fourth with 97,000 
bpd and Qatar fifth with 50,000 bpd, respec-
tively. Japan is the world’s-third biggest oil 
consumer after China and the US. (KUNA)

The Kuwait Oil Company is currently 
in the process of developing several 
commercially valuable oil reservoirs, 
reports Al-Jarida daily quoting reliable 
sources from the oil industry.

It’s emphasized that forthcoming 
production will increasingly rely on 
unconventional oil sources, heavy oil, 
marine operations, and new oil res-
ervoirs. Exploiting these resources 
effectively will necessitate the imple-
mentation of new technologies and 
meticulous strategic, commercial, and 

economic assessments.
The source highlights the need for 

developing systems to generate pro-
duction forecasts and allocate costs, 
enabling thorough economic evalua-
tions and analysis of various invest-
ment options within the portfolio. 

This process will help prioritize invest-
ments in these hydrocarbon resources 
and pinpoint high-cost investment 
opportunities, which can then be ad-
dressed through a precise cost optimi-
zation program. 

Overall real estate price index registers marginal increase

Kuwait’s real estate sales dip again in Q1 2024, reflecting economic challenges
By National Bank of Kuwait

Having picked up at the end of last year, real estate sales dipped again in Q1 
2024 as commercial sector sales fell while other sectors were steady. Our 

overall real estate price index showed a modest year-on-year rise, but prices in 
the residential sector eased slightly. Some of the softness in market activity in Q1 
could be due to seasonal factors, but while sales levels could improve going for-
ward, we expect any pick-up in 2024 to be constrained by the sluggish economic 
climate, elevated interest rates and affordability issues in the residential segment. 
Upside risks include a faster pace of interest rate cuts, stronger credit growth and 
more rapid implementation of housing-related reforms.

Total sales in Q1 2024 declined by -9.5% q/q to KD697 million, having jumped 
13.6% in Q4 2023. (Chart 1.) However, in yearly terms, the decline in real estate 
sales continued to ease, suggesting that the trend of steadying conditions across 
the sector following declines since mid-2022 remains intact.

Residential sales in Q1 24 were stable q/q at KD353 million, though the 
number of transactions, at 784, fell during the quarter and remained at histori-
cally low levels. (Chart 2.) In addition to the factors mentioned above, such 
low demand levels could be due to reduced speculation in the segment given 
low sentiment, uncertainty over market reforms and improved yields on de-
posits resulting in delayed buying decisions. Still, on a yearly basis residen-
tial sales saw their smallest decline since Q4 2021, supporting the view that 
sales may have reached the bottom of the cycle.

In the investment (i.e. apartment and apartment building) segment, sales 
were helped by a solid performance in March though remained at moderate 
levels for the quarter and still fell 9% compared to the same quarter in 2023. 
Transaction volumes dipped by 13.7% q/q with sales in Al-Ahmadi gover-
norate (Al-Mahboulah) rising to acquire nearly 39% of total quarterly sales, 
partly offsetting transaction declines in Hawalli and Al-Farwaneyah gover-
norates. We note that housing rent inflation as recorded in the consumer price 
index fell back to only 1.4% y/y in March from a peak of 3.2% in mid-2023, 
suggesting a lack of strength in the apartment segment, while growth in credit 
to real estate firms, although improving a bit recently, remained lackluster at 
2.5% y/y in February. More positively, the recent resumption of family visa 
issuance for expatriates (who account for most apartment demand) combined 
with relatively attractive valuations within this segment compared to the resi-
dential sector, should provide some support for demand going forward.

Commercial segment sales, which jumped in Q4 2023 on large deals, adjusted 
back down in Q1 and dipped below their 2023 average quarterly levels. Most of 

the sales remained in Kuwait City and Hawalli governorates. Transaction volumes 
also declined to their lowest level since Q2 2023, with average transaction sizes 
declining by 26% q/q, pointing to a shift toward less luxurious or smaller size 
properties.

Investment segment price rises outpace residential sector in Q1 2024
Our overall real estate price index, which is calculated based on Ministry of 

Justice transaction data, registered a marginal increase of 0.4% q/q in Q1 2024, 
reversing the -0.9% q/q decline in the previous quarter. The improvement came 
from a smaller decline in residential prices. On the other hand, investment seg-
ment prices saw their second solid quarterly rise in a row (+2.7% q/q). On a yearly 
basis, real estate price rises were little changed, rising by 1.4% in Q1 2024, with 
the investment segment (5.0%) outperforming the residential segment (-1.4%), 
helping to close the valuation gap between the two.

Rising existing housing applications
According to the Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW), residential 

plot distributions eased during Q1 2024 to 2,145 plots from 3,030 plots in the 
previous quarter. This was likely due to seasonality factors. Distributions were fo-
cused in South Sa’ad Al-Abdullah city (N4), but overall numbers remained broad-
ly in line with historical levels. The city of South Sa’ad Al-Abdullah remains the 
main current source for residential plot distributions, with 14,042 distributed so far 
out of 24,508 residential plots available under the project. PAHW is also working 
on distributing 4,400 residential units in Taima and Al-Sulaibiya areas while ten-
dering the infrastructure works for seven districts in South Sabah Al-Ahmad city 
with total residential units of 13,812. The number of outstanding applications for 
the government housing program at the end of March rose by 0.8% q/q compared 
with a 4.6% increase in the previous quarter, to reach 96,090 applicants.

Islamic finance industry sees 
rapid asset growth, says S&P

Slow but steady growth expected in Sukuk issuance size

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Standard & 
Poor’s, the credit rating agency, has re-
ported that the Islamic finance industry 
is experiencing rapid asset growth, par-
ticularly in its core markets. The agency 
anticipates positive contributions from all 
components of the industry throughout 
the remainder of the current year, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

In a recent report, the agency highlighted the indus-
try’s growth but noted challenges facing Sukuk, with 
expectations that new standards will weaken Sukuk 
issuance growth in 2025 and beyond. Despite emerg-
ing sources of growth such as sustainability and digi-
tal transformation, the industry’s recovery is relatively 
slow.

The report revealed strong growth in the total assets of 
the global Islamic finance industry, with high single-digit 
growth expected for these assets in 2024 and 2025, follow-
ing an 8% growth in 2023.

Regarding the Sukuk market, the report indicated slow but 
steady growth in issuance size, with expectations ranging 
between $160 billion and $170 billion in 2024. The global 
Sukuk market started 2024 strongly, with total issuances 
reaching $46.8 billion in the first quarter, suggesting further 
expansion in the Islamic fund and takaful fund sectors.

While Islamic finance struggles to attract capital outside 
its core markets, Gulf financial institutions dominated the 
industry’s growth in 2023, with Saudi Arabia leading the 
contribution. The agency expects Saudi Arabia’s Vision 
2030 and the growth of corporate and real estate lending to 
continue supporting the Islamic finance industry in the com-
ing months.

Although Gulf countries face long-term risks related to oil 
production and prices, Standard & Poor’s believes they pos-
sess significant competitive advantages, including low oil 
extraction costs and the ability to increase production, which 
bode well for their economies and banking sectors.

Looking ahead, the agency suggests that if Sukuks evolve 
into investment instruments similar to stocks, investor and 
issuer appetite and pricing mechanisms may change signifi-
cantly. Sustainable Sukuks and their digitization could fur-
ther support the future contributions of the Islamic finance 
industry.

Boursa Kuwait follows with significant net buying trend

Foreign investors net buyers on GCC markets in Q1
By KAMCO Invest

Foreign investors, including institu-
tional and retail investors, were net 

buyers on GCC stock markets during 
Q1-2024 with net buying at USD 1.5 
Bn as compared to USD 1.3 Bn in net 
selling during Q4-2023. The trend re-
mained positive since the start of the 
year with consecutive buying by for-
eign investors during the first three 
months of the year. The biggest buy-
ing was seen in UAE listed stocks with 
both Abu Dhabi and Dubai exchanges 
witnessing consecutive buying dur-
ing each of the three months during 
Q1-2024, aggregating total net buy-
ing of USD 888.4 Mn. Boursa Kuwait 
was next with the exchange also see-
ing consecutive buying by foreigners 
during the three months of the quarter 
with USD 334.9 Mn.

On the other hand, Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar witnessed net sell trades by 
foreign investors during January-2024 
followed by net buy trades during the 
remaining two months. Oman and 
Bahrain were the only exchanges in the 
GCC that witnessed net sale by foreign 
investors during the quarter. Data for 
Oman showed net buying only during 
January-2024 followed by net sale dur-
ing the remaining two months. In the 
case of Bahrain, the net sale was mini-
mal at USD 1.9 Mn during Q1-2024. 

Some of the key factors that affected 
the fl ow of foreign money in the region 
included regional market trends, IPOs, 
geopolitical issues, economic health of 
the individual countries and crude oil 
prices. The quarter saw mixed trend in 
the equity market that favored gainers 
as fi ve out of seven exchanges reported 
gains during Q1-2024. The expectations 

related to global interest rate changes also 
steered performance in the region. How-
ever, the seasonal selling pressure during 
the month of Ramadan resulted in a de-
cline in the market during March-2024. 
As a result, local investors were net sell-
ers during the month and these shares 
were grabbed by foreign investors result-
ing in a broad-based net buy trades by the 
latter.

In terms of m-o-m performance, 
net buying value by foreign investors 
peaked during February-2024 with ag-
gregate monthly net buying at USD 
678.4 Mn. March witnessed a decline 
with net buying at USD 582.0 Mn 
while January registered the smallest 
net buying at USD 199.4 Mn.

Historical trend for trading by for-
eigners in GCC listed stocks showed 
declines merely in two quarter over the 
last fi ve years. Foreigners bought the 
most stocks during Q1-2022 with net 
buy transactions of USD 11.0 Bn, re-
fl ecting steep increase in buying main-
ly in Saudi Arabia and Qatar.

Trading by GCC investors in GCC 
exchanges showed net sales during Q1-
2024. Net sale trades of GCC investors 
reached USD 414.6 Mn compared to 
a net sale trades of USD 570.7 Bn in 
Q4-2023.Oman witnessed the biggest 
net selling by GCC investors during 
Q1-2024 at USD 141.7 Mn closely fol-
lowed by Saudi Exchange and Dubai 
exchanges at USD 140.2 Mn and USD 
120.9 Mn, respectively. On the other 
hand, Abu Dhabi exchange recorded 
the biggest net buying by GCC inves-
tors in Q1- 2024 partially offsetting the 
overall selling by GCC investors.

In terms of the aggregate trading ac-
tivity, total GCC volume traded during 
q-o-q gained by 35.9% to reach 80.6 

Bn shares in Q1- 2024 as compared 
to 59.3 Bn shares in Q4-2023. Saudi 
Arabia topped the list with a gain of 
68.5% to record 24.1 Bn in Q1- 2024 
compared to 14.3 Bn in Q4-2023, fol-
lowed by Abu Dhabi with 61.5% to 
record 18.3 Bn in Q1-2024 vs. 11.4 Bn 
in Q4-2023. Qatar, on the other hand, 
declined from 11.5 Bn in Q4-2023 to 
10.5 Bn in Q1-2024.

Similarly, the total value of shares 
traded during Q1-2024 also reported a 
gain and was largely broad based. Qa-
tar, Bahrain and Oman declined in val-
ue traded while the rest of the markets 
gained during Q1-2024. Aggregate 
value traded reached USD 202.0 Bn 
in Q1-2024 vs. USD 137.5 Bn in Q4-
2023. Saudi Arabia reported the big-
gest increase in trading activity with 
value traded increasing from USD 
93.6 Bn in Q4-2023 to USD 154.5 Bn 
in Q1-2024 resulting a share of 76.5% 
vs. 68.0% in Q1-2023. Trading activity 
on the Qatar Exchange declined q-o-q 
from USD 9.0 Bn in Q4-2023 to USD 
8.8 Bn in Q1-2024.

Top 10 GCC Stocks by Trading 
value

Nine Saudi-based stocks ranked 
among the top 10 most traded GCC 
stocks by trading value in Q1-2024. Ag-
gregate traded value of the top 10 listed 
stocks in the GCC stood at USD 41.7 Bn, 
accounting for 20.6% of the total value 
traded on the GCC exchanges during the 
year. Saudi Arabian Oil Co (Aramco). 
topped the list by recording USD 7.7 
Bn in trades followed by Al Rajhi Bank 
at USD 6.3 Bn and Sal Saudi Logistics 
Services at USD 6.1 Bn. Abu Dhabi’s 
International Holding Co. was the only 
non-Saudi stock in the list with a quar-
terly traded value.

Muthaib affirms commitment with ISO certifications

stc continues to maintain its ISO certifications
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Kuwait 
Telecommunications Company – 
stc, a world-class digital leader 
providing innovative services and 
platforms to customers, enabling 
the digital transformation in Kuwait, 
announced that it has successfully 
completed a certification exercise 
across various fields. The exercise 
aligns with the Company’s ongoing 
commitment to enhancing the qual-
ity and level of services it provides 
to its valued customers. The below 
ISO standards include:

o ISO   9001:2015  Quality Manage-
ment Systems (QMS)

o ISO 14001:2015  Environmental 
Management Systems (EMS)

o ISO 27001:2022  Information Se-
curity Management System (ISMS)

o ISO 20000-1:2018  IT Service 
Management Systems (ITSMS)

o ISO 22301:2019  Business Conti-
nuity Management Systems (BCMS)

o ISO 31000:2018  Risk Manage-
ment Guidelines (RM)

The certifi cations come after a 
thorough and vigorous auditing pro-
cess performed by one of the leading 
international certifi cation body in the 
world.

stc released a statement in-
dicating that the certification 
process,managed by the Quality As-
surance, Cyber Security,Risk, Sus-
tainability and IT Teams, while in-
volving several other sectors in the 
Company,revealedthat the practices 
and procedures implemented within 
the Company are as per ISO Stan-
dard’s best practices. During the 
evaluation process, the team pre-
sented the necessary requirements 
requested by the international ISO 
standards in details, while confirm-
ing that internal policies and proce-
dures are adhered to. The require-
ments and documented procedures 
were deliveredto the independent 
certification body for verification 
prior to the submission.

These ISO Certifi cations come as 
a testament to the diligent approach 
taken by stc to implement policies and 
guidelines to maintain all business-re-

lated operations. While the continuity 
plan goes beyond any restrictive mea-
sures, the team at stc had developed a 
comprehensive management system 
to effectively control such incidents 
in case they occur. Through active 
monitoring and continuously enhanc-
ing the system, stc manages to safely 
continue its operations for its custom-
ers and stakeholders while abiding to 
the guidelines imposed by the govern-
ment.

Eng. Anowd Hamad Muthaib, 
Acting Chief Strategy Officer & 
Chief Transformation and Synergies 
Officer at stc: “indicated that the 
continuation of these ISO certifica-
tions confirms and demonstrates the 
Company’s commitment to imple-
menting robust Quality Manage-
ment, Environmental Management, 
Information Security, IT Service 
Management, Risk Management and 
Business Continuity Systems that 
are adaptable to different circum-
stances.” Additionally, Muthaib: 
”highlighted that the Company con-
tinuously searches for new ways to 
enhance the offerings and services 
it provides to enrich its customers’ 
experiences.To maintain the same 

quality of services to its customers, 
stc finds it critical that it also pro-
vides its employees with access to 
the necessary resources they need in 
a user friendly manner.”

Muthaib also highlighted that: ”it 
aspires to uphold the highest inter-
national standards when delivering 
digital solutions to customers, in line 
with the implementation of its digital 
transformation strategy. Throughout 
the year, stc was committed to sup-
porting customers and the Kuwaiti 
community during a challenging 
period, while delivering its range 
of services interruption-free. Dur-
ing this time, the Company identi-
fied the challenges that appeared in 
its path and transformed them into 
opportunities to elevate the user ex-
perience. This in return enabled stc 
to introduce new-to-market products 
that can leverage on the strength of 
the Company’s strong 5G network, 
revamping its services to provide 
convenient access to individual and 
corporate customers. Moving for-
ward, stc aims to further enhance its 
offerings and expand its spectrum of 
digital solutions to cater to the needs 
of its diverse customer base.”

stc ISO certification



Tesla’s stock up on reports of Chinese OK for the co’s driving software

Shares of Tesla stock rallied 
Monday after the electric vehicle 
maker’s CEO, Elon Musk, paid a 
surprise visit to Beijing over the 
weekend and reportedly won 
tentative approval for its driving 
software. 

Musk met with a senior gov-
ernment official in the Chinese 
capital Sunday, just as the na-
tion’s carmakers are showing 
off their latest electric vehicle 

models at the Beijing auto 
show.

According to The Wall Street 
Journal, which cited anony-
mous sources familiar with the 
matter, Chinese officials told 
Tesla that Beijing has tenta-
tively approved the automak-
er’s plan to launch its “Full 
Self-Driving,” or FSD, software 
feature in the country.

Although it’s called FSD, 

the software still requires hu-
man supervision. On Friday the 
U.S. government’s auto safety 
agency said it is investigating 
whether last year’s recall of 
Tesla’s Autopilot driving system 
did enough to make sure drivers 
pay attention to the road. Tesla 
has reported 20 more crashes 
involving Autopilot since the re-
call, according to the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Admin-

istration.
In afternoon trading, shares 

in Tesla Inc., which is based in 
Austin, Texas, surged to end 
Monday up more than 15% - 
its biggest one-day jump since 
February 2020. For the year 
to date, shares are still down 
22%. 

Tesla has been contending 
with its stock slide and slow-
ing production. Last week, the 

company said its fi rst-quarter 
net income plunged by more 
than half, but it touted a newer, 
cheaper car and a fully autono-
mous robotaxi as catalysts for 
future growth.

Wedbush analyst Dan Ives 
called the news about the Chi-
nese approval a “home run” for 
Tesla and maintained his “Out-
perform” rating on the stock.

“We note Tesla has stored 

all data collected by its Chi-
nese fleet in Shanghai since 
2021 as required by regulators 
in Beijing,” Ives wrote in a note 
to investors. “If Musk is able 
to obtain approval from Bei-
jing to transfer data collected 
in China abroad this would be 
pivotal around the accelera-
tion of training its algorithms 
for its autonomous technology 
globally.” (AP)
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Gulf Bank records KD 12.9m in net profit for Q1 of 2024
Operating income of KD 48.3 million logged

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: 
Gulf Bank K.S.C.P. an-
nounced its financial results 
for the first three months 
ending 31 March 2024. The 
Bank reported a net profit 
of KD 12.9 million, a decline 
of KD 4.4 million or 25.6% 
compared to 2023 first three 
months net profit of KD 17.3 
million. 

In addition, Gulf Bank recorded 
an operating income of KD 48.3 
million for the first three months 
of 2024, representing an increase 
of 4.1% compared to the same 
period of last year. Moreover, op-
erating profit before provisions 
and impairments has increased to 
KD 26.6 million, representing a 
healthy growth of 6.5% compared 
to the first quarter of 2023. 

The decline in net profi t for the fi rst 
three months of 2024 is attributed to 
the concurrent rise in total provisions 
and impairments of KD 6.3 million 
compared to the same period of last 
year.The increase in total provisions 
was partially driven by a KD 2 mil-
lion increase in general provisions 
as a result of the good year-to-date 
growth in net loans and advances of 
3.6% and a KD 4.2 million increase 
in credit cost, which includes specifi c 
provisions and loan recoveries net of 
write-offs. While this increase in credit 
cost have impacted short-term results, 
we are actively implementing prudent 
risk management protocols to position 
ourselves for long-term sustainable 
growth.

As for asset quality, the non-per-
forming loans (NPL) ratio was1.2% 
as of 31 March 2024, compared to the 
prior year level of 0.8%. Additionally, 
the Bank continues to have signifi cant 
non-performing loans coverage ratio 
of 458% including total provisions and 
collaterals. 

Total credit provisions as of 31 
March 2024 reached KD 300million 
whereas IFRS 9 accounting require-
ments (i.e., ECL or expected credit 
losses) were KD 170million. As a re-
sult, the Bank has a very healthy ex-
cess provision level of KD 130million, 
above and beyond what is required by 
the IFRS 9 accounting requirements. 

Compared to 31 December2023, 
total assets increased by 1.3% to KD 
7.3 billion, net loans and advances 
increased by 3.6% to KD 5.4 billion, 

while customer deposits increased by 
4.6% to KD 4.4 billion and total Share-
holders’ equity reached KD 788mil-
lion.

The Bank’s regulatory Tier 1 ratio 
of 14.7% was 2.7% above the regula-
tory minimum of 12% and the Capital 
Adequacy Ratio (CAR) of 16.8% was 
2.8% above the regulatory minimum 
of 14%. 

On the 23rdof March 2024, Gulf 
Bank held its Annual General Assem-
bly Meeting, where shareholders ap-
proved the distribution of a cash divi-
dend of 12 fi ls per share for the year 
2023, representing a 57% cash payout 
ratio, in addition to a 5% bonus shares.

Financial Performance and growth
Commenting on Gulf Bank’s fi rst 

quarter 2024 fi nancial results, Mr. 
Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi , Gulf Bank’s 
Chairman said: “I am pleased to an-
nounce that Gulf Bank has showcased 
a robust operational performance dur-
ing the fi rst quarter supported by a solid 
top line growth, and healthy balance 
sheet indicators. While the fi rst quarter 
results may refl ect a fall in net profi t 

growth compared to the same period 
of last year, we remain optimistic about 
the Bank’s future prospects.”He added: 
“Having said that, the expansion of our 
loan book during the fi rst three months 
of 2024 refl ects the effectiveness of our 
strategic initiatives to meet our clients’ 
evolving needs. This upward trajectory 
in loan growth demonstrates our ability 
to adapt and thrive in dynamic market 
conditions solidifying our position in 
the Kuwaiti market.” On the improve-
ment of the Bank’s operational profi t-
ability, Mr. Al-Kharafi  stated: “The 
excellent enhancement in our operating 
profi tability lines, particularly in net 
interest income, operating income, and 
operating profi t,refl ect our dedication to 
strategic growth and fi nancial prudence, 
while highlighting our success in main-
taining our market share.”

Operational Effi ciency
While Gulf Bank continues its digi-

tal transformation journey, it remains 
consistent in accelerating business de-
velopment and driving operational ef-
fi ciencies. Following the completion of 
implementing phase 1 of the new core 

banking system during 2023, the Bank 
is now in the process of launching 
and implementing phase II of its core 
banking system. Commenting on this 
essential digital core banking transfor-
mation initiative, Mr. Waleed Khaled 
Mandani, Gulf Bank Acting CEO said: 
“Gulf Bank is ready to leverage these 
foundational changes to drive opera-
tional effi ciencies and enhance cus-
tomer experience. The Bank remains 
committed to harnessing technology to 
streamline processes, improve acces-
sibility, and deliver tailored fi nancial 
solutions to its diverse customer base.”  

Customer Centric 
As part of Gulf Bank’s innovation 

strategy and focus on customer-cen-
tricity, the Bank launched its latest 
initiative,the Kids Savings Account 
“Neo”, aimed at nurturing customer 
financial literacy and inclusion from 
a young age. Commenting on this 
latest offering, Mr. Waleed Man-
danisaid: “This initiative demon-
strates our dedication to providing 
innovative solutions that prioritize 
the needs of our customers at every 

stage of life.” 
Moreover, and on the recent increase 

of the Al Danah Millionaire account 
prize to two million dinars, Mr. Man-
dani stated: “The AlDanah product is 
a pivotal strategy in strengthening the 
Bank’s Current and Savings Accounts 
(CASA) portfolio, thereby, optimizing 
the cost offunds and expanding our 
funding channels.” It is worth men-
tioning that Gulf Bank’s CASA was 
30.5% as of 31st March 2024.

Mr. Mandani concluded his remarks 
by saying: “By promoting savings 
through incentives and rewardsto cus-
tomers, the Bank is fostering long-last-
ing relationships and cultivating a cul-
ture of fi scal responsibility and wealth 
accumulation”.

ESG Initiatives 
As part of Gulf Bank’s comprehen-

sive ESG initiatives, the Bank inaugu-
rated its fi rst eco-friendly branch dur-
ing the fi rst quarter of 2024. The Sabah 
Al-Ahmad residential area branch is 
designed with energy-effi cient features 
and sustainable materials, aligning 
with the Bank’s environmental stew-

ardship.Furthermore, Gulf Bank is 
engaged in promoting environmental 
consciousness within the community. 
The Bank is actively advocating the 
use of reusable bags and minimizing 
plastic consumption fi ve co-operative 
societies.  Through these relentless ef-
forts, the Bank aims at mitigating its 
environmental impact and fostering 
a culture of sustainability within the-
Bank and the broader community.

Positive Credit Outlook 
Gulf Bank continues to be well rec-

ognized in terms of its creditworthi-
ness and fi nancial strength internation-
ally. During the year 2023, Moody’s 
Investor Services has affi rmed the ‘A3’ 
long-term deposit ratings of Gulf Bank 
and changed the outlook to “Positive” 
from “Stable”. This upgrade is an ac-
knowledgement of Gulf Bank’s sound 
capitalization, improving profi tability 
and strong asset quality.

In addition, Fitch Ratings affi rmed the 
Bank’s Long-Term Issuer Default Rating 
at ‘A’ with a ‘Stable’ Outlook and a Vi-
ability Rating of ‘bbb-’.  The Bank has 
also an affi rmed Long-term Foreign Cur-
rency Rating of ‘A+’ with a ‘Stable’ Out-
look from Capital Intelligence Ratings.

Appreciation
Mr. Al-Kharafi  concluded his re-

marks by stating:“Looking forward, 
we are well positioned for sustainable 
growth in the years ahead with our 
fi rm commitment to innovation, strong 
fi nancial foundation, and customer-
centric approach.” He added: “On be-
half of the Board of Directors, I would 
like to thank our shareholders for their 
ongoing trust, and our employees for 
their commitment and dedication. I 
would also like to thank the Regula-
tory Authorities for their continuous 
support. Finally, I want to thank our 
customers for their loyalty, and reiter-
ate our commitment to offering them 
the best banking experience.” 

Key Financial indicators for the 
fi rst quarter: 

• First Quarter 2024 net profi t of KD 
12.9 million.

• First Quarter 2024operating in-
come of KD 48.3 million, an increase 
of 4.1% compared to same period of 
last year. 

• Net loans and advances grew by 
3.6% year-to-date to reach KD 5.4 bil-
lion.

• Non-performing loan ratio for the 
First Quarter 2024was 1.2%, with a 
strong non-performance loan coverage 
ratio of 458%.

• Capital ratios as of the First Quar-
ter 2024, Tier 1 ratio was 14.7% and 
Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) was 
16.8%.

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi – Gulf Bank’s Chairman Waleed Khaled Mandani, Gulf Bank Acting CEO

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi: 
• Gulf Bank has showcased a robust operational per-

formance during the first quarter supported by a solid top 
line growth, and healthy balance sheet indicators.

• The expansion of our loan book during the first three 
months of 2024 reflects the effectiveness of our strategic 
initiatives to meet our clients’ evolving needs. 

• The excellent enhancement in our operating profitabil-
ity reflects our dedication to strategic growth and financial 
prudence to maintain our market share. 

• We are well positioned for sustainable growth in the 
years ahead with our firm commitment to innovation, 
strong financial foundation, and customer-centric ap-
proach.

Waleed Khaled Mandani:
• The Bank remains committed to harnessing technology 

to streamline processes, improve accessibility, and deliver 
tailored financial solutions to our diverse customer base.

• We are in the process of implementing phase II of our 
core banking system,following the completion of phase I.

• Gulf Bank is fostering long-lasting customer relation-
ships by promoting savings through incentives and re-
wards to customers and cultivating a culture of fiscal re-
sponsibility and wealth accumulation.

• The AlDanah Millionaire account is a pivotal 
strategy strengthening the Bank’s Current and Saving 
Accounts portfolio, thereby optimizing the cost of funds, 
and expanding its funding channels.

WB assures African countries
of ‘cheaper’, long-term loans

Microsoft to invest $1.7b in AI and
cloud infrastructure in Indonesia

NAIROBI, April 30, (Xinhua): The 
World Bank on Monday said it would 
provide concessional loans to African 
nations and work with governments to 
enable the continent’s sustainable de-
velopment.

Ajay Banga, president of the World 
Bank Group, said the institution’s 
International Development Associa-
tion (IDA) would provide Africa with 
funding for climate change mitigation, 
green development, and poverty re-
duction initiatives.

“We must seize the opportunity and 
unlock the potential of Africa. Africa can 
and must charge towards a better future,” 
he said during the IDA21 Replenishment 
African Heads of State Summit in Nai-
robi, the capital of Kenya.

Banga said there are many success 
stories in countries that have embraced 
IDA funding and transitioned their 
economies.

He identifi ed China as one of the 
best examples, which transitioned 
from an IDA borrower to an IDA lend-
er as it lifted millions out of poverty.

“In the success stories, governments 

played a key role in providing an en-
abling environment for growth. Each 
recognized challenges and imple-
mented many policies to reduce trade 
barriers,” Banga said, adding that 36 
countries have successfully graduated 
from the IDA.

He observed that Africa faces many 
headwinds, including debt, poverty, and 
climate change, which eclipse its numer-
ous resources and stifl e progress.

“We all must partner to progress, 
with governments leading in the devel-
opment agenda and the IDA as a part-
ner,” he said.

Kenyan President William Ruto, at 
the meeting, called for increased fund-
ing for the IDA, noting it should rise 
from 93 billion U.S. dollars in 2022 to 
120 billion dollars in 2024.

He called for the issuance by the 
IDA of loans that have up to 50 years 
of repayment period.

Ruto said Africa’s escalating debt 
burden, compounded by global chal-
lenges, needs to be addressed through 
partnerships with institutions like the 
IDA.

JAKARTA, Indonesia, April 30, (AP): 
Microsoft will invest $1.7 billion over 
the next four years in new cloud and 
artifi cial intelligence infrastructure in 
Indonesia - the single largest invest-
ment in Microsoft’s 29-year history 
in the country - Microsoft CEO Satya 
Nadella said Tuesday.

Microsoft runs one of the world’s larg-
est cloud computing operations and has 
taken a signifi cant step into artifi cial in-
telligence by incorporating an AI chatbot 
into its search engine, Bing. Its earnings 
report Thursday said profi t rose 20% 
for the January-March quarter as it tries 
to position itself as a leader in applying 
artifi cial intelligence technology to make 
workplaces more productive.

“This new generation of AI is re-
shaping how people live and work 
everywhere, including in Indonesia,” 
said Nadella, in Jakarta on the fi rst stop 
of a tour of Southeast Asia.

“The investments we are announc-
ing today - spanning digital infrastruc-
ture, skilling, and support for develop-

ers - will help Indonesia thrive in this 
new era,” he said.

Microsoft sees Southeast Asia as a 
growing market and potential location 
for more AI product development. The 
rise of AI in the region is expected to sig-
nifi cantly impact its economic landscape. 
A study held by Kearney, a global con-
sulting fi rm, said that AI could contrib-
ute nearly $1 trillion to Southeast Asia’s 
GDP by 2030, of which Indonesia is ex-
pected to capture $366 billion.

The investment announced Tuesday 
will include AI training for 840,000 
people, as well as support for Indone-
sia’s growing community of tech de-
velopers. 

Indonesia is home to the third-largest 
developer community in the Asia-Pacifi c 
region after India and China. More than 
3.1 million developers in Indonesia use 
GitHub, a Microsoft-owned platform 
for software development, collaboration, 
and innovation. It is projected to be one 
of the top fi ve developer communities on 
GitHub globally by 2026.

The bank views sustainability as an important issue: Al-Ghanem

Warba Bank issues its 2023 Sustainability Report
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Warba 
Bank issued the sustainability report 
for the year 2023, which explains the 
impact of the environmental, social 
and economic aspects and provides 
transparency about the Bank’s contri-
bution to sustainable development.

On this occasion, Mr. Shaheen 
Hamad Al-Ghanem, CEO of Warba 
Bank, said: “With the continues world-
wide growth in sustainability and the 
necessity of applying it, which has be-
come one of the most important factors 
in evaluating institutions in all sectors 
locally and internationally, today we 
are launching the Warba Bank Sustain-
ability Report 2023, which focuses on 
the effective integration of sustainabil-
ity indicators and elements to enhance 
the ability to address any challenges. 
This enables the Bank to achieve the 
highest standards of service.”

He stated that Warba Bank views sus-
tainability as an important issue and the 
Bank is building the necessary structure 
for its vision and enabling it to be at the 
forefront of sustainability in Kuwait. 
Explaining that Warba Bank launched a 
journey of sustainability and sustainable 
growth to add value by incorporating 
environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) aspects, as the Bank aligned its 
objectives with the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals,pointing out 
that issues such as climate change, re-
ducing carbon emissions resulting from 
operational activities, and fi nancial inclu-
sion are at the forefront of Warba Bank’s 
sustainability strategy.

Al-Ghanem explained that the 2023 
sustainability report issued by Warba 
Bank includes disclosures about the 
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) 

standards and the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals, in addi-

tion to following the Central Bank of 
Kuwait’s guidelines on sustainable 
fi nancing, the Capital Markets Author-
ity’s sustainability report regulations, 
and the Kuwait Stock Exchange’s‘ 
Boursa Kuwait’ guide.

Al-Ghanem pointed out that sustain-
ability reports are an important tool 
for companies and institutions to dem-
onstrate their commitment to social, 
environmental and economic respon-
sibility, as they help enhance trans-
parency and trust between companies, 
investors and society. In addition, re-
ports help identify matters that can be 
improved in the Bank’s performance, 
motivating it to take more sustainable 
and effective actions in the future, and 
as a tool to measure the Bank’s social, 
environmental and economic impact. 
Sustainability reports also help en-
hance awareness of corporate social 

responsibility and its role in society 
and the environment.Moreover, re-
porting helps companies and banks to 
improve their reputation, manage risk 
and meet clients’ growing needs for 
sustainable products and services.

Al-Ghanem stressed that we at 
Warba Bank are keen to monitor and 
measure the Bank’s performance at the 
level of ESG standards, and to inform 
stakeholders of these achievements 
and commitments, indicating that 
Warba Bank views sustainability as 
one of the drivers of its vision.

Al-Ghanem further said that the 
2023 Sustainability Report is based on 
the evaluation and disclosure of all sus-
tainability standards, especially every-
thing related to ESG standards, which 
includes a number of main aspects that 
concern our clients, shareholders, em-
ployees and society as a whole.

China’s clean energy sectors gain edge via innovation, supply chain
HEFEI, April 30, (Xinhua): A notion 
that China’s burgeoning clean energy 
sector is propped up by market-skew-
ing subsidies has been a new whisper 
in Washington’s corridors of power. 
Yet, an on-the-ground investigation at 
the nation’s industrial powerhouse de-
bunked the myth.

A glimpse into the inner workings 
of a solar panel facility revolution-
ized by augmented reality (AR), a 

highly automated and intelligent as-
sembly line of electric vehicles, and 
a battery manufacturer using smart 
robotics in warehousing tells a com-
pelling story.

Their cost competitiveness, a boon 
for global consumers and for initia-
tives to wean off fossil fuels, is a direct 
result of tech prowess and the strength 
of supply chains instead of a reliance 
on subsidies.

Automated Factory
At new energy vehicle (NEV) mak-

er NIO’s state-of-the-art manufactur-
ing hub in the eastern Chinese city of 
Hefei, Anhui Province, an innovative 
vehicle storage and retrieval platform, 
aptly named the “Rubik’s Cube,” effi -
ciently manages over 700 car bodies, 
facilitating a seamless process for per-
sonalized production. 

Within the bustling workshop, a 

fl eet of over 800 intelligent robots are 
operating with high precision. These 
advanced machines are capable of in-
stalling four car doors with remarkable 
accuracy in a mere 98 seconds, achiev-
ing an error margin that does not ex-
ceed 0.5 millimeters.

The entire process, from the mo-
ment a customer submits an order to 
the car’s completion on the production 
line, is streamlined to take just 14 days.

A cover of the report released by Warba Bank.Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanem, CEO 
of Warba Bank.

Shaheen Hamad Al-
Ghanem:

• We are keen to 
monitor and meas-
ure the Bank’s perfor-
mance at the level of 
environmental, social 
and governance sus-
tainability standards

• We aim to be at 
the forefront through 
our sustainable perfor-
mance, and we look for-
ward to enhancing this 
practice in the future
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Inauguration ceremony attended by dignitaries

Malabar Gold & Diamonds launches 350th global showroom at Naperville, Illinois
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Malabar Gold & Diamonds, the 6th largest jewellery 
retailer globally with an annual turnover of USD 6.2 billion and retail presence of 
350 showrooms across 13 countries, has just unveiled its 4th showroom in the USA 
at Naperville, Illinois. This brings the global jewellery brand’s showroom count 
globally to 350, with 5 showrooms in North America. Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
currently has an extensive retail presence across the USA, Canada, the UK, Aus-
tralia, India, UAE, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait, KSA, Malaysia & Singapore. 

The new showroom was inaugurated by HE. Somnath Ghosh, Consul General 
of India in Chicago in the presence of Mr. Shamlal Ahamed, MD-International 
Operations, Malabar Gold & Diamonds, Mr. Rakesh Patel of Patel brothers, Mr. 
Joseph Eapen, President of North America operations of Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, community leaders, representatives from government and other authori-
ties, management team members from Malabar Gold & Diamonds, customers and 
well-wishers. 

“The launch of Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ 350th Global showroom in the USA 
is a proud occasion for us as it signifi es the growing footprint of our brand in the 
international jewellery arena. Located in the city of Naperville, this showroom 
will undoubtedly bring the best of what we have to offer in terms of both jewellery 
& experience. Our unwavering commitment to offering every customer complete 
transparency and an exceptional jewellery shopping experience has propelled us 
to being one of the most preferred jewellery retailers in the USA and all the other 
regions in which we operate. On behalf of Malabar Group, I would like to convey 
my sincere gratitude to all our customers, management team members, sharehold-
ers and other stakeholders for their contributions in making this occasion truly 
signifi cant,” commented the Chairman of Malabar Group, M.P. Ahammed. 

Located at Patel Plaza in Naperville and spread across 6,400+ sq.ft, the new 
outlet houses over 30,000 designs across 25 exclusive brands and collections in 
gold, diamond & precious gem jewellery. The new store will also showcase an 
extensive collection of bridal jewellery, alongside a wide range of options for oc-
casional wear, daily wear & offi ce wear. The other 3 showrooms of Malabar Gold 
& Diamonds are in Chicago, New Jersey & Dallas. 

“The USA is one of the largest jewellery markets in the world in terms of both 
buying power and population, and I am very excited to launch our 4th showroom 
in the country. The large segment of the Indian subcontinental diaspora in the USA 
is an opportunity for us to expand our offerings to a base of consumers who truly 
appreciate the artistry of Indian jewellery. Our future initiatives in North America 

include expansion into Los Angeles, Atlanta, San Francisco, Seattle, Austin, Tam-
pa & Virginia in the USA and in Canada, we have plans covering British Colum-
bia & Alberta,” commented Mr. Shamlal Ahamed, MD-International Operations, 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds. 

Offering an exclusive jewellery shopping experience to the plethora of jewellery 
lovers in Illinois, the new showroom is equipped with a customized jewellery de-
signing facility, presenting customers with the option to design their own jewellery 
with the assistance of Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ expert designers and craftsmen. 

Mr. Abdul Salam K.P., Vice Chairman of Malabar Group, commented: “With 5 
showrooms in the region, Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ success in North America 
speaks volumes about the growing demand for Indian-made jewellery in the west-
ern hemisphere. Aligning with the motto of ‘Make in India; Market to the world’, 
the heights to which our brand has grown in the international jewellery arena is 
perfectly encapsulated by Malabar Gold & Diamonds being the highest-ranked 
Indian jewellery retailer in the Global Powers of Luxury Goods 2023 report pub-
lished by Deloitte recently.” 

In pursuit of promoting India’s renowned indigenous craftsmanship on a global 
scale, Malabar Gold & Diamonds has embarked on an ambitious expansion plan, 
which involves strengthening their retail presence in existing regions with more 
showroom launches, as well as charting their expansion into new countries such as 
South Africa, Egypt, Bangladesh, Turkey and New Zealand. 

“While Malabar Gold & Diamonds is making great strides in the international 
jewellery sector, our operations in India, which remains our biggest market, is 
going forward with equal momentum. Our prestigious position in the Indian jewel-
lery market is poised to be strengthened further by our planned expansion within 
existing states of operation as well as into states such as Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, 
Goa, Assam, Tripura, and Jammu & Kashmir,” commented Mr. Asher O., India 
Operations, Malabar Gold & Diamonds. 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds is renowned globally for offering an unparalleled 
jewellery buying experience with convenience and customer-friendly policies 
along with the ‘Malabar Promise’ of incomparable quality and service assurance. 
Apart from this, the Malabar Promise also includes transparent pricing, assured 
lifetime maintenance from any of the showrooms across 13 countries, guaranteed 
buyback, tested and certifi ed diamonds, 100% value on diamond and gold jewel-
lery exchange, 916 hallmarked jewellery, responsible sourcing, fair price policy, 
and fair labour practices.

Photo during the event

30 clients win prizes worth KD 1,500

LuLu Kuwait partakes in UAE
Companies Investment Meet

KFH reveals Al-Rabeh winners

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: LuLu 
Hypermarket, the leading player in 
the retail landscape of Kuwait, reaf-
firmed its dedication to fostering 
economic cooperation between 
Kuwait and the UAE at the UAE 
Companies Investment Meet, held 
on 28 April at the Regency Kuwait. 
Organized by the UAE Embassy in 
Kuwait, the event served as a plat-
form for enhancing bilateral trade 
relations and exploring investment 
opportunities between the two 
nations.

The opening ceremony witnessed 
the attendance of prominent figures 
from both nations, including UAE 
Minister of State for Foreign Trade, 
Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al-Zeyoudi, 
the UAE Ambassador H.E. Dr. 
Matar Hamed Al Neyadi, and 
Kuwait’s Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Abdullah Al-Joaan, 
representing His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Dr. 
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem 
Al-Sabah. Additionally, a host of 
businessmen, corporate officials, 
and owners of small and medium 
enterprises from both countries 
graced the event.

Among the distinguished attend-
ees was Director of LuLu 
Hypermarket Kuwait, Mohamed 
Haris, whose presence represented 
the company’s commitment to fur-
thering economic ties and exploring 
avenues for collaboration between 
the two states..

LuLu’s active involvement in the 
event underscored its strategic 
vision to contribute to the growth 
and prosperity of the Kuwaiti econ-
omy by leveraging synergies with 
the UAE. With a focus on enhanc-
ing trade and investment flows 
between the two nations, LuLu 
Hypermarket remains steadfast in 
its mission to foster mutually bene-
ficial partnerships and drive sus-
tainable economic development.

As the leading retail entity in 
Kuwait, LuLu continues to explore 
avenues for expansion and invest-
ment, aligning with the broader stra-
tegic objectives of both Kuwait and 
the UAE. Through its participation in 
events such as the UAE Companies 
Investment Meet, LuLu Hypermarket 
reaffirms its role as a catalyst for eco-
nomic growth and a staunch advocate 
for bilateral cooperation.

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: 
Kuwait Finance House (KFH) 
announced the winners of the 
AlRabeh draw with 30 customers 
winning cash prizes worth 
KD1,500 each for the 13th until 
the 15th week of 2024. 
Additionally, KFH announced 
Khaled Al-Dosari as the monthly 
winner of 1 kilo Gram of KFH 
Gold for the month of March 
2024 and the bank also announced 
Nawaf Al-Dhafeeri as the winner 
of the 1st quarter draw of a prize 
worth 25,000 K.D. 

The winners of KD 1,500 are: 
Mefareh Al-Enezi, Abdulrahman 
Edhedle   Mohammad Mustafa, 
Mahmoud Al-Rabiah, Ehab ghazal, 
Said Younes, Dalal Al-Saddah, 
Abdullah Al-Rubah, Nadiya 
Al-Sadeqi, Fatemah Al-Zaid, Dana 
Al-Foudari,  yousef Mendkar, 
Salwa Al-Oraifan, Mohammad 
Al-Harbi, Mohammad Al-Rasheedi,  
Samah Hazaa, Sally Mohsen, Sami 
Al-Huwaidi, Dana Al-Azmi, Jarrah 
Al-Terkait, Aisha Al-Othman, Adel 
Al-Khuraif, Ahmad Al-Mutairi, 
Rasha Al-Shammari, Atiyah 
Abdulmaqsood, Sultan Al-Khaldi, 
Humood Al-Rasheedi, Khaled 
Awshan, Jawaher Al-Ajmi, 
Meshari Al-Rabiah.

 The AlRabeh campaign provides 
prizes and draws that offer custom-
ers several chances of winning 
“weekly, monthly and quarterly”. 
The campaign crowns 536 winners 
throughout the year.

The draw took place under the 
supervision of a representative 
from the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry.

The campaign is part of KFH’s 
ongoing efforts to offer excep-
tional products and services that 
meet customers’ aspirations, 
enhance the Bank’s leadership in 

the local and global markets, as 
well as reflect its excellence in 
offering innovative banking solu-
tions as per the highest quality 
standards. 

The Al-Rabeh account is a sal-
ary account available to custom-
ers wishing to transfer their sala-
ries and manage their personal 
accounts. Customers can open 
Al-Rabeh account in any of KFH 
branches in Kuwait, or through 
the Bank’s online channels. The 
account can be opened in the 
Kuwaiti Dinar and is targeted for 
customers wishing to transfer 
their salaries and manage their 
personal accounts. Salary transfer 
is a prerequisite for customers to 
enter the draw provided that the 
transfer of salary to Al-Rabeh 
account is constant.

Regarding the terms and condi-
tions of the prizes and draws, a 
customer is able to deposit 3 sala-
ries during the 3 months prior to the 
draw, and the minimum balance of 
the account should not be less than 
KD 50 at the end of each month 
during the 3 months prior to the 
draw. Ten draws take place on a 
weekly basis for amount of K.D 
1,500 for 10 winners each, 1 KG of 
KFH gold will be drawn monthly 
for one winner and K.D 25,000 for 
one winner every quarter, reaching 
a total number of 536 winners dur-
ing the year.

KFH is keen to further meet 
customers’ requirements and 
aspirations and their increasing 
needs as well as offer innovative 
and modern services, therefore 
achieving customer satisfaction, 
which is one of the fundamentals 
at KFH. The Bank has achieved a 
qualitative shift in the level of 
financial services by utilizing 
technology.

The campaign visual

Burj Alshaya complex recognized for sustainable practices

Premium Banking customers eligible for 3% cashback

Four Seasons Kuwait achieves Platinum LEED certifi cation

Exclusive express checkout counters for NBK’s
Premium Banking clients at Lulu Hypermarket

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Four Sea-
sons Hotel Kuwait at Burj Alshaya 
continues to set the standard for re-
sponsible tourism and hospitality in 
the Middle East by becoming the fi rst 
and only hotel in Kuwait to achieve 
Platinum certifi cation for Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED).

One of the industry’s most prestig-
ious accolades in the drive towards a 
greener future, LEED is the world’s 
most widely recognised and indepen-
dently verifi ed green building rating 
system. 

The certifi cation marks both the 
Hotel and the 140,000-square-metre 
(1.5-million-square-foot) Burj Alsh-
aya complex in which it is located 
as only one of two buildings in the 
country to have received the LEED 
Platinum certifi cation – the highest of 
LEED’s three-tier levels after Silver 
and Gold. Burj Alshaya also includes 
the head offi ce of Alshaya Group and 
offi ces for many of Kuwait’s prestig-
ious businesses. 

Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait at Burj 
Alshaya is one of the most striking ho-
tels in the world: a sleek, avant-garde 
address with a distinctly modern vision 
of Middle Eastern design that has been 
devoted to sustainable practices since 
it opened its doors in the summer of 
2017. 

Innovative on-site sustainability ini-
tiatives that contributed to its Platinum 
LEED certifi cation include on-site 

water bottling, extensive recycling, 
AI-driven waste management, the 
elimination of single-use plastics and 
Styrofoam, energy consumption track-
ing and carbon footprint measurement. 

In addition, the Hotel offers compli-
mentary e-charging stations for guests’ 
electric vehicles and uses eco-friendly 
key cards instead of plastic alterna-
tives while its fi rst e-limousine is due 
to cruise into use in 2024.

“LEED Platinum certifi cation high-
lights the importance that both Alshaya 
group and Four Seasons alike place on 
the environment and sustainability,” 
comments Martin Kipping, General 
Manager of Four Seasons Hotel Ku-
wait at Burj Alshaya. “It represents the 
efforts of everyone involved with the 

hotel and its environment and is also 
a recognition of the willingness of our 
guests to work with us in creating a 
greener future.” 

LEED-certifi ed green buildings 
are better buildings

Since its inception in 1998, the US 
Green Building Council’s (USGBC) 
LEED certifi cation has emerged as a 
globally recognised symbol of sustain-
ability achievement, supported by an 
entire industry of committed organisa-
tions and individuals paving the way 
for market transformation. 

LEED has a holistic approach, con-
sidering all the critical elements that 
work together to create the most sus-
tainable building possible. The certifi -
cation aims to create better buildings 

that mitigate global climate change, 
enhance human health, protect water 
resources, enhance biodiversity, pro-
mote sustainable and regenerative ma-
terial cycles, and improve community 
quality of life.

Community at the core
Beyond its sustainable design fea-

tures and water-saving initiatives, the 
team at Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait 
at Burj Alshaya practices responsible 
hospitality through community ini-
tiatives; 2023’s events included fun-
filled family events at the Bayt Ab-
dullah Children’s Hospice (BACCH) 
and a beach clean-up that saw the 
Hotel’s ‘Four Seasons For Good’ 
team restore the local beach to a pris-
tine condition. 

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: National 
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) consistently 
offers exclusive advantages to its Pre-
mium Banking customers, ensuring 
they enjoy a personalized experience 
featuring a range of benefi ts tailored 
to their individual lifestyle and diverse 
needs.

In line with this commitment, the 
bank has initiated a special campaign 
tailored for Private, Privilege & Tha-
habi clients, granting them exclusive 
access to an enhanced shopping ex-
perience at select branches of Lulu 
Hypermarket in Jahra, Qurain, Egaila, 
Khairan, and Sabahiya (the Warehouse 
branch). These designated counters 
ensure NBK customers can enjoy ex-
pedited and seamless transactions, fa-
cilitating their purchases across the di-
verse range of brands offered by Lulu 
Hypermarket.

The campaign extends to NBK Pri-
vate and Privilege  Banking clients, 
along with NBK Thahabi Banking ac-
count holders, all of whom are eligible 
to receive a 3% cashback when paying 
with their eligible NBK KWT Visa In-
fi nite Credit Card.

Mr. Hisham Al-Nusif – Deputy 
Head, Consumer Banking Group at 
National Bank of Kuwait, comment-
ed on the campaign, highlighting its 

uniqueness as the fi rst collaboration 
of this nature between a bank and gro-
cery retail chain Lulu Hypermarket in 
Kuwait. “We are committed to lever-
aging our long-term partnerships with 
leading organizations across various 
sectors to provide our customers with 
exclusive benefi ts, services, and dis-
counts tailored to their needs and aspi-
rations,” he remarked.

Al-Nusif emphasized that this cam-
paign is part of the bank’s dedication 
to enhancing its customers’ experi-
ence, affi rming that NBK will persist 
in introducing unique and innovative 
services and offers aimed at provid-

ing Premium Banking customers with 
added luxury and peace of mind.

Mohammed Haris, Director of Lulu 
Hypermarket, expressed delight in the 
collaboration with NBK, enabling cus-
tomers of the bank’s Premium Bank-
ing services to enjoy a unique shop-
ping experience at Lulu Hypermarket 
stores across Kuwait. Dedicated pay-
ment counters have been designated, 
facilitating their purchases with ease.

He added that Lulu Hypermarket 
aims to strengthen its partnership with 
NBK to extend further offers and ben-
efi ts to its customers.

NBK provides Premium Banking 

Customers with an array of services 
across fi ve key pillars; exclusive ser-
vices, investment solutions, advan-
tages such as Family Banking services 
& Global Banking services; freebies 
such as luggage delivery and an entire 
suite of lifestyle benefi ts tailored to all 
customer persona’s. In addition to the 
above premium banking customers also 
have access to premium lounges& tell-
er services giving them priority when 
making fi nancial transactions and de-
posits in branches, in addition to card 
home delivery service. Furthermore, 
Premium Banking customers have ex-
clusive access to our concierge services.

Sustainable practices propel Four Seasons to LEED platinum. Four Seasons Kuwait, In-House 
Water Rebottling.

Photos during the event.

Photo during the inauguration.
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This image released by FX shows Rob McElhenney in a scene from the third season of ‘Welcome to Wrexham.’ (AP)

Actress praises Cairo program for shaping 20 years of advocacy

Ashley Judd advocates women’s rights and equality at UN
UNITED NATIONS, April 30, (AP): Actor Ashley Judd, whose 
allegations against movie mogul Harvey Weinstein helped spark 
the #MeToo movement, spoke out Monday on the rights of wom-
en and girls to control their own bodies and be free from male 
violence.

A goodwill ambassador for the UN Population Fund, she ad-
dressed the UN General Assembly’s commemoration of the 30th 
anniversary of the landmark document adopted by 179 countries 
at its 1994 conference in Cairo, which for the fi rst time recog-
nized that women have the right to control their reproductive and 
sexual health - and to choose if and when to become pregnant.

Judd called the program of action adopted in Cairo a “glorious, 
aspirational document” that has been “imprinted into my psyche 
… (and) has guided my 20 years of traveling the world, drawing 
needed attention to and uplifting sexual and reproductive health 
and rights in slums, brothels, refugee and IDP (internally dis-
placed) camps, schools and drop-in centers.”

The Cairo conference changed the focus of the UN Population 
Fund, known as UNFPA, from numerical targets to promoting 
choices for individual women and men, and supporting economic 
development and education for girls. Underlying the shift was 
research showing that educated women have smaller families.

While Cairo recognized sexual and reproductive health and re-
productive rights for women, it did not recognize sexual rights. 
That came a year later at the 1995 UN women’s conference in 

Beijing.
On one of the most contentious issues at the Cairo conference, 

delegates recognized that unsafe abortion is a fact that govern-
ments must deal with as a public health issue to save women’s 
lives. But it did not condone abortion as a method of family plan-
ning or mention legalization, and 30 year later the issue remains 
contentious.

Judd recalled some of her travels including to Madagascar, 
where she said she spoke to women being commercially exploit-
ed by men. She said they were all forced into that work by the 
same root cause: “The sexual, reproductive, legal, political, so-
cial and cultural inequality of girls and women.”

Refugees
In Turkey last August, Judd said she met with both Turkish 

families and refugees living in tents and containers “with one 
semi-functioning latrine for hundreds of people.”

Many said they were in no emotional, mental or physical con-
dition to bring another baby into the world and Judd expressed 
gratitude that UNFPA was doing all it could “to provide modern 
family planning choices to those who want them, in spite of the 
government removing their availability in the public sector.”

A UNFPA goodwill ambassador since 2016, Judd stressed the 
importance of women choosing when to have children and “the 
ability to say no to sex free from retaliation.”

Natalia Kanem, executive director of UNFPA which now calls 
itself the U.N.’s sexual and reproductive health and rights agen-
cy, cited tremendous progress over the last three decades on the 
Cairo platform at the commemoration.

Maternal mortality declined by a third between 2000 and 2020, 
the number of women using contraceptives has doubled since 
1990, adolescent births have dropped by a third since 2000, and 
rates of child marriage have decreased globally, she said.

Kanem also pointed to more than 60 countries passing legisla-
tion against domestic violence, and punitive laws against LG-
BTQ+ individuals “falling more quickly than ever.”

“And yet today, progress is slowing,” she said. “Annual reduc-
tions in maternal deaths have fl attened, inequalities, between and 
within countries, are widening. And the rights of women, girls and 
gender diverse people are the subject of increasing pushback.”

UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed told the 
crowded General Assembly chamber that the great progress in 
30 years “has been masked by those that have been left behind.”

She cited many developing countries whose child mortality 
rates remain too high and the 164 million women of reproductive 
age around the world with no access to family planning.

“We must remain vigilant and continue to address situations 
where sexual and reproductive health and rights are being rolled 
back,” Mohammed said. “We must respond and push back when 
women’s rights are being eroded.”

LOS ANGELES: Britney Spears 
and her father Jamie Spears will 
avoid what could have been a 
long, ugly and revealing trial with 
a settlement of the lingering issues 
in the court conservatorship that 
controlled her life and fi nancial 
decisions for nearly 14 years.

A hearing on those issues - 
including a request from Jamie 
Spears for a broad ruling dismiss-
ing them - had been scheduled for 
Monday but was pulled from the 
court calendar after the settlement 
was approved by a judge on Friday.

Britney Spears was taken out of 
the conservatorshi p in November 
2021, after a pair of speeches she 
made to a judge turned what had 
been a growing public sentiment 
against it into a cause best known 
by the hashtag #FreeBritney.

But several elements remained 
and dragged on in court, including 
fi nal payments to the attorneys 
who helped operate the conserva-
torship. Spears’ attorney Mathew 
Rosengart had also sought a 
public reckoning over what he 
said was fi nancial malfeasance by 
Jamie Spears and allegations of 
excessive surveillance of Spears.

All of that will now be 
dispensed with in the settlement 
whose terms were not disclosed in 
a series of fi lings last week, one of 
which said Jamie Spears had been 
“fully and fi nally discharged as 
Former Conservator of the Estate.” 

“Although the conservatorship 
was terminated in November, 2021, 
her wish for freedom is now truly 
complete,” Rosengart said in a state-
ment. “As she desired, her freedom 
now includes that she will no longer 
need to attend or be involved with 
court or entangled with legal pro-
ceedings in this matter. It has been 
our honor and privilege to represent, 
protect, and defend Britney Spears.”

The trial had been slated to 
begin next month. 

Jamie Spears’ attorney, Alex 
Weingarten, said the settlement 
was confi dential at the insistence 
of her lawyer. 

“Jamie has nothing to hide and 
would be happy to disclose eve-
rything about every aspect of the 
conservatorship so that the public 
knows the actual truth,” Weingar-
ten said in a statement to The As-
sociated Press on Monday. “Jamie 
loves his daughter very much and 
has always done everything he can 
to protect her.”  (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

PARIS: A lawyer for Gérard De-
pardieu says French police are no 
longer holding the actor, following 
a day of reported questioning 
Monday over accusations by two 
women that he sexually assaulted 
them on movie sets.

The lawyer, Christian Saint-
Palais, said: “The police custody 
is over. He is no longer held in the 

police station.”
Broadcaster BFMTV and the 

daily Le Parisien reported that the 
75-year-old actor was summoned 
Monday morning by Paris police 
and placed in custody.

The Paris police force said it 
wasn’t authorized to comment 
and directed questions to the Paris 
prosecutor’s offi ce, which said it 

had no comment “at this stage.”
“We have no information to 

communicate or confi rm before 
having assessed any eventual 
charges and directions,” the offi ce 
said in an emailed response to 
questions from The Associated 
Press.

One of Depardieu’s lawyers, 
Christian Saint-Palais, was seen 

walking into a police station in the 
14th district of Paris after lunching 
at a nearby restaurant.

“No need to ask me any ques-
tions,” he said. “You know very 
well that a lawyer cannot speak 
at this stage of the procedure, 
and personally I regret that other 
persons have spoken, so I won’t 
make any comment.” (AP)
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Reynolds and McElhenney on balancing investment and passion

‘Welcome to Wrexham’ back in action
LOS ANGELES, April 30, (AP): Four years after 
purchasing Wales’ Wrexham A.F.C., Ryan Reyn-
olds and Rob McElhenney seem to have no regrets 
about their investment – despite the high costs of 
ownership.

The Wrexham Red Dragons recently clinched a 
promotion and is now two-tiers away from the top 
level, known as the Premier League.

The last few years have been a crash course for 
Reynolds and McElhenney in both the game of 
English soccer and the economics behind it.

The experience has been captured in the FX do-
cuseries “Welcome to Wrexham, debuting its third 
season May 2. The actors spoke with The Associ-
ated Press about separating their inner-fan with 
public-facing jobs as chairmen and how the new 
episodes will be released closer to real-time.

AP: Has learning the business of sports changed 
you as a spectator?

McElhenney: No. I have to separate myself. I 
think what’s important about that is it allows me to 
give space to the supporters of Wrexham, because 
they deserve the right to complain and get upset 
when things aren’t going well because that’s their 
right as supporters.

I have that relationship with the Philadelphia Ea-
gles. I both have respect for all the players in the 
organization, but (football) is a way I deal with my 
frustrations and anxiety and it’s something I look 
forward to on the weekend. It’s also something I 
have a passionate feelings about that I express to 
my friends, not necessarily publicly.

As chairmen of a football club, we have to hold 
ourselves to a different standard. We have to have 
at least a modicum of decorum in our exchanges 
about how we talk about things, because these are 
human beings, not characters on a screen. These are 
not athletes who mean nothing to us. These are our 
friends. These are our employees. These are people 
who we have to treat with dignity, grace and re-

spect, and to recognize that this is their livelihood, 
so there’s a very clear line of demarcation.

Reynolds: Just to piggyback on that, we do have 
each other. We have the public facing side of it, but 
then we can also take a moment to enjoy a festi-
val of expletives when we’re frustrated or if things 
aren’t going according to plan. You obviously ex-
press your joy for the team succeeding outwardly. 
You want to make sure it’s being expressed to all 
those supporters who have been there.

Some have spread the ashes of their grandparents 
and parents on the fi eld where this club is play-
ing. We have an impossible amount of respect for 
that tradition and that fan base and everything that 
they’ve been through, all the ups and downs. But 
I’m always grateful that Rob and I can have that 
sidebar where we both go, you know, “Holy (exple-
tive), I can’t believe this is happening right now. I 
can’t believe we got out of the National League. I 
can’t believe we’ve just lost to this club.”

AP: With a show like this, viewers can do an 
internet search to see some of the outcome. Has 
there become a pressure to churn out episodes 
quicker?

Reynolds: Absolutely, but what we’re most ex-
cited about with respect to season three is that as 
the episodes are fi nished, we will get closer and 
closer to continuity with the actual football season 
happening. So, by the time we’re midway through 
season three, you’ll see we don’t have any idea 
what’s going to happen. Just from that sort of macro 
30,000-foot narrative standpoint, we have no clue. 
Everything that we’re doing right now is for broke. 
We have to get promoted. There’s no real consola-
tion prize if we don’t. So we are all in.

McElhenney: That’s truly the most exciting part 
about season three is that it will coincide with the 
end of the season. There was such a large gap be-
tween the end of last season and the documentary 
coming out. And we thought, ‘Well, if we’re going 

to continue to make the show, we want to innovate 
a little bit, so that it becomes more exciting, so both 
the fans and the documentarians don’t know what’s 
going to happen.’ We will catch up with the end of 
the season and those fi nal few episodes. We actual-
ly will have trucks in the racecourse parking lot that 
will have editing facilities in them, and they will 
be taking footage and cutting the show as quickly 
as possible to get it out on onto the air, because we 
want it to happen in real time.

Reynolds: And if this season so far has taught us 
anything, this is going to be an absolute nail-biter 
yet again.

AP: Obviously the money that’s been put into 
the team has helped and it’s been a great emotional 
investment. What about fi nancially? Where are you 
at?

Reynolds: Accountants don’t really want to hear 
about the emotional investment.

McElhenney: You want to know, like how far 
in the red I am? It’s pretty signifi cant. It’s true that 
in the beginning when we asked our advisors if this 
was a good economic investment, there was not one 
person that I can remember that was like, “Yes.”

It was more like, “Don’t.”
Reynolds: Run away, yeah. History has an un-

believable amount of examples of how this was not 
the best idea, but we’re not in it to make money and 
goddamn it, we won’t. (Laughs) I think we recog-
nize how lucky we are that we can be in this posi-
tion where it isn’t about making money or any of 
those things. I mean, you have to be in a pretty priv-
ileged spot to be able to do this to begin with. But 
eventually, you know, as we climb up the leagues, 
we’re going to need outside help in order to sustain 
this club. One of our great mission statements and 
– this is something that is still a huge target – is to 
create a sustainable model for a sports club like this 
and allow it to support itself long after we’re dead 
and gone.

Britney Depardieu
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Diverse talent

Female directors shine
at Tony Awards noms
NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): After a fi nal, frantic 
push to open the last raft of Broadway shows before 
the eligibility window closed, the fi nal list of almost 
40 plays and musicals vying for Tony Award nomina-
tions this year are ready and hoping for their closeups.

Jesse Tyler Ferguson and Renée Elise Goldsberry 
will announce nominees for the 26 competitive Tony 
Awards on Tuesday morning, the result of voting by 
the 60 members of the nominating committee.

The spring barrage - 14 shows opened in an 11-day 
span this year - is not unusual these days as produc-
ers hope their work will be fresh in the mind of vot-
ers ahead of the Tony Awards ceremony on June 16. 
But no clear single musical juggernaut has emerged, 
like the megahit “Hamilton” in 2016 or a critical dar-

ling like last year’s “Kimberly 
Akino.”

One possible change this 
year indicates women may be 
poised to outnumber the men 
for the fi rst time in directing 
nominations. Nearly half of the 
21 musicals - new and reviv-
als - that opened this season 
were helmed by a woman or 
featured a team of co-directors 
where at least one was a wom-
an. Five out of the season’s 16 
new plays and play revivals 

were also staged by women.
The 2022 Tony Awards currently holds the record 

for most female directing nominees, with four total 
across the two races. Only 10 women have gone on to 
win the directing crown.

The eligible shows this season include reworking 
of existing movies or books - “The Outsiders,” “The 
Great Gatsby,” “The Notebook,” “Back to the Future” 
and “Water for Elephants” - and new works transfer-
ring over to Broadway, like the suffrage play “Suffs,” 
the dance-heavy Sufjan Stevens-scored “Illinoise,” 
the rock band imploding “Stereophonic” and “Hell’s 
Kitchen,” loosely based on Alicia Keys’ life.

Breakthrough
There are some coincidences, like that Huey Lewis 

& The News songs are heard at both his jukebox show 
“The Heart of Rock and Roll” and an unconnected 
musical of “Back to the Future.” Rachel McAdams, 
who made a breakthrough in the fi lm version of “The 
Notebook,” is competing against the musical version 
of that movie a few blocks away in the play “Mary 
Jane.” Plus, “The Wiz” and “Wicked” now share 
Broadway, and Nazis are in both “Cabaret” and a mu-
sical about artist Tamara de Lempicka.

This season attracted plenty of big stars to Broad-
way in addition to McAdams, like Jessica Lange and 
Jim Parsons in “Mother Play,” Steve Carell in a re-
vival of “Uncle Vanya,” Eddie Redmayne in a new 
“Cabaret,” Liev Schreiber in “Doubt,” “Succession” 
star Jeremy Strong in a revival of “An Enemy of the 
People” and Sarah Paulson in the play “Appropri-
ate.”

There were some fi rsts this season, including “Here 
Lies Love” with Broadway’s fi rst all-Filipino cast, as 
well as mostly Filipino producers, including singer 
H.E.R., comedian Jo Koy and Black Eyed Peas’ Apl.
de.Ap. And seven openly autistic actors starred in 
“How to Dance in Ohio,” a fi rst for Broadway.

Big musical revival splashes were made by “Monty 
Python’s Spamalot,” “The Wiz,” “The Who’s Tom-
my,” Stephen Sondheim’s “Merrily We Roll Along” 
and the fourth revival of “Cabaret.” 

Academy Award winner and Tony Award-nominee 
Ariana DeBose, who hosted both the 2023 and 2022 
ceremonies, will be back this year and will produce 
and choreograph the opening number.

This year’s location - the David H. Koch Theater 
- is the home of New York City Ballet and in the 
same sprawling building complex as Lincoln Square 
Theater, which houses the Broadway venue Beaumont 
Theater.

Like last year, the three-hour main telecast will 
air on CBS and stream on Paramount+ from 8 p.m.-
11 p.m. EDT/5 p.m.-8 p.m. PDT with a pre-show on 
Pluto TV, and some Tony Awards handed out there.

❑           ❑           ❑

It’s July 1976 in a Northern California recording 
studio and the rock ‘n’ roll band cutting their latest 
album is exhausted and wary. The coffee machine 
is broken. Never mind, there’s always cocaine – and 
heaps of it.

“That’s not the same thing,” one of the musicians 
says.

“It’s the exact same thing,” she is told.
So begins “Stereophonic,” one of the most thrill-

ing pieces of theater in years, a play with better songs 
than most musicals on Broadway and an ensemble that 
rocks, literally. You won’t need any of their coke to 
last the three-hour-plus run time.

Playwright David Adjmi tells the story of a Fleet-
wood Mac-like band with fi ve members – some mar-
ried, some dating – working on music with two sound 
engineers over a life-changing year, with personal rifts 
opening and closing and then reopening. The riffs also 
change, as songs endure dozens of takes and changes 
in tempo.

Meditation
The play, which opened recently at the Golden The-

atre, is a hypernaturalistic meditation on the thrill, and 
also the danger, of collaborating on art – the compro-
mises, the egos and the joys. It’s an ode not just to the 
music business but perhaps to the theater world, too.

“Stereophonic” is a very human play, featuring 
deep moments about love and the pursuit of art inter-
spliced with digressions about dry cleaners and Mar-
lon Brando. We learn to care about each of the fi ve 
characters and even anticipate their reactions. Will 
they survive this album intact?

David Zinn’s marvelous set, with the engineers 
manipulating dials and faders in the offi ce-hangout 
spot, in front of a glassed-off recording space, allows 
for multiple conversations at once, including one in-
tense argument completely offstage that the engineers 
overhear.

The effect is almost to turn the actors into instru-
ments themselves, alternating silence for one or two 
moments in one scene and in another with their vol-
umes raised high. There is cross-talk, muffl ers and 
even the clunk of machines whirring when a recording 
is started. It’s the most interesting soundscape since 
“The Humans.” Kudos to director Daniel Aukin and 
the nimble cast for making it all so seamless.

Will Butler, formerly of Arcade Fire, provides the 
original, layered blues- and folk-based songs – perfect 
for progressive rockers in the late ’70s. The songs are 
instantly funky, head-bobbing bangers and audience 
members will care about them, too. 

Ferguson

Models walk the runway during the Ralph Lauren Fall/Holiday 2024 presentation on Monday, April 29, in New York. (AP)

Kerry Washington attends the Ralph 
Lauren Fall/Holiday 2024 presenta-
tion on Monday, April 29, in New York. 

(AP)

NEW YORK: Billie Eilish is hitting the road.
The pop performer will embark on a 

worldwide arena tour this fall, kicking 
off in Quebec City in Canada on Sept. 
29 and concluding in Dublin on July 27, 
2025. She’ll hit many major cities in North 
America in 2024 before heading to Aus-
tralia and then Europe.

Presale begins Tuesday, and any remain-
ing tickets will become available Friday at 
billieeilish.com. A percentage of proceeds 
will benefi t the environmental nonprofi t 
REVERB.

Earlier this month, Eilish announced her 
highly anticipated third studio album, “Hit 
Me Hard and Soft,” will be released May 17.

The news arrived via Instagram, where 
Eilish shared the album artwork showing 
the pop singer fl oating in a body of water 
after being ejected from a door. In the 
caption, she wrote that she will not drop 
singles in advance of the release.

“I wanna give it to you all at once,” she 
captioned the image. “I truly could not be 
more proud of this album.” (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

NEW YORK: Taylor Swift continues to 
dominate in the week following the release 
of her 11th album, “The Tortured Poets 
Department.” The 31-track album has hit 
No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, tying 
Swift with Jay-Z for second-most No. 1 
albums at 14. Only The Beatles, with 19 
No. 1 albums, have had more.

The double album has amassed 2.61 
million equivalent album units, according 
to Luminate, the industry data and analyt-
ics company. A shocking 1.91 million of 
those units come from traditional album 
sales - people purchasing downloads, CDs, 
cassettes and vinyl. Vinyl accounts for 
859,000 units sold, the highest number of 
vinyl sales in modern history.

It is the top-selling album of 2024, 
eclipsing Beyoncé’s “Cowboy Carter,” 
which sold 228,000 units. (But streaming 
was a boon: “Cowboy Carter” hit 407,000 
equivalent album units, a combination of 
pure album sales and on-demand streams, 
earned in the U.S. in its fi rst week.)

“The Tortured Poets Department” hit 
891.34 million album streams, according to 
Luminate, the biggest streaming week for 
an album in history. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

NEW YORK: Paramount Global on Mon-
day announced that Bob Bakish is stepping 
down as CEO of the fi lm, television and 
multimedia company.

Bakish will be replaced by a troika of ex-
ecutives who will form a new “Offi ce of the 
CEO.” The group includes George Cheeks, 
the CEO of CBS; Chris McCarthy, CEO 
of Showtime/MTV Entertainment Studios 
and Paramount Media Networks; and Brian 
Robbins, the CEO of Paramount Pictures.

The company said Cheeks, McCarthy 
and Robbins will work closely with Chief 
Financial Offi cer Naveen Chopra and 

Variety

the board of directors. Among the issues 
the new CEO trio must face are a reported 
$11 billion offer from private-equity fi rm 
Apollo Global to acquire the studio, which 
produces fi lms and television programs and 
runs the streaming service Paramount+.

There have also been reports of a possi-
ble merger with Skydance, David Ellison’s 
media company that has helped produce 
such Paramount releases as “Top Gun: 
Maverick” and “Mission: Impossible - 

Dead Reckoning.”
Co-CEOs are rare but far from unknown; 

roughly 100 public companies such as 
Salesforce, Netfl ix, Chipotle Mexican Grill, 
SAP and Oracle have all had co-CEOs 
for various periods of time over the past 
quarter century. A 2022 study published 
in the Harvard Business Review found 
that among 87 co-CEO led companies, 
dual leadership coincided with better-than-
average stock performance. (AP)Swift Eilish

Muted tones and maximum impact

Ralph Lauren goes minimalist
NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): Ralph 
Lauren has been known for many a 
grand fashion show over the years: 
taking over Central Park for a sump-
tuous anniversary celebration, for 
example, or staging a runway show 
amid his eye-popping classic car col-
lection.

But for his Fall/Holiday 2024 col-
lection, he decided to go minimal 
- at least, minimal in Ralph Lauren 
terms. That meant an intimate show 
Monday night in a (relatively) small 
design studio at his New York City 
offi ces, inspired by his fi rst women’s 
fashion show in 1972, where he 
displayed his wares to editors and 
friends in his own offi ce.

In front of a typically starry front 
row that included actors Glenn 
Close, Jessica Chastain, Kerry 
Washington, Rebecca Hall and Jodie 
Turner-Smith, Lauren opened his 
show on a note of timelessness - his 
longtime ethos - with the appearance 
of muse and supermodel Christy 
Turlington, now 55, in a sleek beige 
wool coat.

What followed were a series of de-
signs in soothing neutral tones: tans, 
browns, grays, black and metallics. 
The soft palette characterized both 
daytime garments like tailored jack-
ets and sweaters with trousers, and 
evening wear like slinky, sequined 
gowns. There were roomy sweaters, 
lots of boots and wide leather belts 
with “RL” buckles.

Jacket
There were Lauren’s familiar 

Western accents, like long fringes 
on coats and jacket sleeves. And es-
pecially the occasional cowboy hat, 
which accompanied not only casual 
ensembles but, to close out the show 
with a memorable look, a backless 
gown dress in sparkly gold.

Lauren, 84, appeared briefl y at the 
end, in well-worn jeans, to cheers 
from the crowd, which also included 
Vogue editor Anna Wintour.

Close wore a white Lauren pant-
suit. “This is a very, very special 
suit,” the actor said. “It was made es-
pecially for me. Custom. Five years 
ago. I won a SAG award in it. So 
here I am. It looks just as beautiful. 
It’s a shame to wear something like 
this only once.”

Close added that growing up in 
New England, “the mentality was, 
you buy something that has great 
quality and then you wear it until it 
wears out. That’s how I was brought 
up.”

Lights, camera and couture: 
The Met Gala back for 2024
NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): True 
love’s kiss or an invite to the Met 
Gala? Those in the rarefi ed ranks 
of international celebrity - and Anna 
Wintour’s good graces - need not 
choose.

Stars of fi lm, fashion, music, 
sports, politics and social media 
will ascend the steps of the Metro-
politan Museum of Art on the fi rst 
Monday in May - May 6, that is - 
to sip cocktails, have dinner and 
sample the new exhibit, “Sleeping 
Beauties: Reawakening Fashion.” 
As fashion’s biggest night ap-
proaches, it’s time for The Associ-
ated Press to issue the 2024 ver-
sion of our annual guide.

It started in 1948 as a society 
midnight supper, and wasn’t even 
at the Met. Fast forward 70-plus 
years, and it’s one of the most 
photographed events in the world, 
renowned for its head-spinning red 
carpet - though the carpet isn’t al-
ways red.

It’s important to note, though, 
that the party has a purpose, rais-
ing money for the Met’s Costume 
Institute - nearly $22 million last 
year, a record for the self-funding 
department - and launching the 
annual spring exhibit that brings 
hundreds of thousands of visitors 
to the museum.

But it’s the carpet itself that 
draws the world’s eyes, with the 
400-strong guest list the subject 
of rabid speculation until the last 
minute - a collection of luminaries 
that arguably makes for the highest 
celebrity wattage-per-square-foot 
of any party in the world.

“Anna Wintour Me Preguntó,” 
Bad Bunny could sing. Multi-hy-
phenate Jennifer Lopez adds yet 
another role to her busy year. And 

then there are two Marvel stars 
who have been spending a lot of 
time in the desert lately: Zendaya, 
who has continued to stun on 
red carpets with her “Dune” and 
“Challengers” looks, and Chris 
Hemsworth, who is trading in Mjol-
nir for the upcoming “Furiosa.” 
(Hemsworth is, in fact, a fi rst-time 
gala attendee.)

And, of course, Wintour herself. 
The theme actually has little to 

do with fairytales. “Sleeping Beau-
ties: Reawakening Fashion,” the ti-
tle of the accompanying exhibit, re-
fers to garments from the Costume 
Institute’s collection that have been 
“in slumber” and now will be on dis-
play, some too fragile to hang up-
right lest they disintegrate. Curator 
Andrew Bolton picked 250 pieces 
spanning four centuries. 

The theme is accompanied by a 
dress code - this year, it’s “The Gar-
den of Time.” The theme and dress 
code are often interpreted ... loosely. 
So there’s a chance you may see an 
Aurora on the carpet, after all.

Wrong question. You cannot just 
buy a ticket. The right question is: If 
I were famous or powerful and got 
invited, how much would it cost?

Well, you might not pay yourself. 
Generally companies buy tables. A 
fashion label, for example, would 
then host its desired celebrities. A 
table of 10 starts at $350,000 this 
year. 

You can watch the whole carpet 
unfold on a Vogue livestream. If 
you’re in New York, you can also 
join fans across the street, behind 
barricades on Fifth Avenue or even 
further east on Madison. And the 
AP will have a livestream of depar-
tures from the Mark Hotel, where 
many gala guests get ready. 

After the show, guests walked the 
few blocks down to Lauren’s Polo 
Bar restaurant, where the designer 
was again cheered when he made his 
entrance - before tucking into one of 
his restaurant’s signature burgers.

Lauren’s son, David, an execu-
tive at the label, discussed the task 
of creating new designs each season. 
“You know, everything changes,” he 
said. “You’re always looking at new 
fabrics and you’re looking at new 
silhouettes, and you’re looking at 

new ways to bring the brand to life. 
But there is a philosophy. There is a 
style.”

With Wintour’s Met Gala coming 
up in exactly a week, David Lau-
ren was asked if the label would be 
dressing any stars. “Not this year,” 
he said. “We’ve been so involved 
over the years, but this year we have 
a fashion show and we’re about to 
outfi t team USA (for the Olympics 
in Paris) and do a men’s presentation 
in Milan. So our our plate is full.”

Fashion
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Program to highlight dangers of smoking and legal ramifi cations

Kuwait launches anti-smoking campaign to protect children
KUWAIT, April 30, (KUNA): The 
Kuwait Ministry of Health (MoH) 
will launch, Thursday, an awareness 
campaign on a national anti-smoking 
program aiming at protecting children 
from smoking, in cooperation with 
other ministries and state agencies.

In a statement to KUNA on Tues-
day, the ministry’s Health Promotion 
Director Dr. Abeer Al-Baho said that 
the anti-smoking awareness campaign 
targets men, women, and children, and 
warns of the harms of smoking.

This campaign will bring awareness 
to the legal and criminal charges the 
smoker might face when smoking in 
undesignated smoking spaces, protect-
ing people with health issues, children, 
and environment, added Dr. Al-Baho.

Dr. Al-Baho said the campaign also 
aims to reduce the amount of diseases 
and deaths that result from smoking, 
underscoring the lung damage smok-
ing can cause directly or indirectly.

She mentioned that the anti-smok-
ing awareness campaign will last until 

May 31, the World No Tobacco Day, 
and will extend to all six Kuwaiti gov-
ernorates by holding demonstrations in 
regards to the dangers of smoking.

Statistics show that children from 
the ages of 13-15 have been smok-
ing electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes) 
threefold in comparison to adults.

She warned against the harms and 
dangers of being exposed to tobacco, 
traditional smoking, and e-cigarettes, 
underscoring the effects on fetuses and 
growing children.

Dr. Al-Baho mentioned there are 34 
countries that ban the use of e-ciga-
rettes, 88 countries that do not enforce 
an age limit on e-cigarettes, and 74 
countries that do not have any regula-
tions toward e-cigarettes.

Dr. Al-Baho also discussed the 
long-term illness derived from smok-
ing, cancer, lung and heart diseases be-
ing a few examples, warning that there 
must be ways to limit the use of these 
harmful substances.

Surgical robots shine at ZGC Forum

Cloud seeding debated

China addresses global health 
challenges through innovation 

‘Warmer world’ blamed 
for deadly Dubai deluge

BEIJING, April 30, (Xinhua): A surgical 
robot capable of peeling a raw quail egg 
made a splash at the recently concluded 
2024 Zhongguancun Forum in Beijing.

“It is a robot for single-port endo-
scopic surgery, and it can be used for 
urological and gynecological opera-
tions,” said Hu Shiyou, an employee 
of Beijing Surgerii Robotics Co., Ltd., 
the robot’s developer.

Increasingly digitized operating 
rooms, as well as the application of 
surgical robots and artifi cial intel-
ligence (AI) systems, contribute to 
improving surgical precision, accord-
ing to Zhang Qiang, chairman and 
co-chief executive offi cer of Shanghai 
United Imaging Healthcare Co., Ltd.

“Based on the innovative technolo-
gy, we are exploring the establishment 
of a new ecosystem covering disease 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment and 
recovery stages,” Zhang said.

Barry Marshall, Nobel laureate in 
physiology or medicine and a foreign 
academician at the Chinese Acad-
emy of Engineering, emphasized the 
importance of basic research in the 
development of medical science and 
technology, which promotes medical 
technology innovation.

Development
Take the development of thoracic 

surgery as an example. There have 
been two major breakthroughs in the 
fi eld over the past century -- a lung 
cancer patient who was cured through 
surgery in the 1930s, and the use of a 
thoracoscope in the early 1990s, ac-
cording to Wang Jun, head of Peking 
University People’s Hospital.

“Today, nearly 90 percent of lung 
cancer operations in China can be con-
ducted by thoracoscope,” said Wang, 
adding that the hospital is cooperating 
with experts in the AI fi eld to assist in 
surgery.

Chen Jiachang, vice minister of 
science and technology, noted that 
promoting innovative research and de-
velopment, including basic research, 
can lead to more effi cient and accurate 
treatment methods, more convenient 
and intelligent health management 
solutions, and the accelerated develop-
ment of drugs and vaccines.

In recent years, the world has faced 
health challenges. Liang Wannian, 
dean of the Institute for Healthy China 
at Tsinghua University, said that it is vi-
tal to deal with the threat of infectious 
diseases, chronic diseases and aging 
issues, and enhance our capabilities to 
prevent future epidemics or pandemics.

“I could say that the health system 
in China is very good and the science 
is good,” Marshall said in a recent in-
terview with Xinhua. “When I talk to 
medical scientists in China, everybody 
is thinking about the same problems in 
cancer, infectious disease, epidemiol-
ogy, viruses, and trying to innovate.”

“I can see how quickly China has 
improved, and the top universities in 
China are really world-class. We have 
to emphasize the top universities, hos-
pitals and institutions need to keep a 
high scientifi c standard,” he added.

Yu Yingjie, a member of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Communist 
Party of China Beijing Municipal 
Committee, said that a number of bi-
opharmaceutical companies are de-
veloping at rapid speeds in Beijing’s 
Changping District and Yizhuang area.

NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): Cir-
cumstantial evidence points to climate 
change as worsening the deadly del-
uge that just fl ooded Dubai and other 
parts of the Arabian Gulf, but scien-
tists didn’t discover the defi nitive fi n-
gerprints of greenhouse gas-triggered 
warming they have seen in other ex-
treme weather events, a new report 
found.

Between 10% and 40% more rain 
fell in just one day last week - killing 
at least two dozen people in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Oman and parts of 
Saudi Arabia - than it would have in a 
world without the 1.2 degrees Celsius 
(2.2 degrees Fahrenheit) warming that 
has come from the burning of coal, oil 
and natural gas since the mid-19th cen-
tury, scientists at World Weather Attri-
bution said recently in a fl ash study that 
is too new to be peer-reviewed.

In at least one spot, a record 11 
inches (28.6 centimeters) of rain fell 
in just 24 hours, more than twice the 
yearly average, paralyzing the usu-
ally bustling city of skyscrapers in a 
desert.

One of the key tools in WWA’s more 
than 60 past reports has been creating 
computer simulations that compare 
an actual weather event to a fi ctional 
world without climate change, but in 
the Dubai case there wasn’t enough 
data for those simulations to make such 
a calculation. But analysis of decades 
of past observations, the other main 
tool they use, showed the 10% to 40% 
bump in rainfall amounts.

Even without computer simula-
tions, the clues kept pointing at climate 
change, scientists said.

Evidence 
“It’s not such a clear fi ngerprint, but 

we have lots of other circumstantial 
evidence, other lines of evidence that 
tell us that we see this increase,” said 
Imperial College of London climate 
scientist Friederike Otto, who coordi-
nates the attribution study team. “It’s 
what we expect from physics. It’s what 
we expect from other studies that have 
been done in the area, from other stud-
ies around the world, and there’s noth-
ing else that’s going on that could ex-
plain this increase.”

There is a long-known effect in 
physics that fi nds the air holds 7% 
more moisture with every degree Cel-
sius (4% for every degree Fahrenheit).

Otto said she has confi dence in the 
conclusion, but said this was one of the 
harder attribution studies the team has 

undertaken.
El Nino, which is a natural occasion-

al warming of the central Pacifi c that 
changes weather systems worldwide, 
was a big factor, the report said. These 
heavy Gulf downpours have happened 
in the past but only during an El Nino. 
And the researchers said those past 
deluges seem to be trending heavier 
- something scientists have long said 
would happen in many parts of the 
world as the world warms.

This fl ooding, which came from two 
separate and near simultaneous storm 
systems, would not have happened 
without El Nino, said study co-author 
Mansour Almazroui of the Center of 
Excellence for Climate Change Re-
search (CECCR), King Abdulaziz 
University in Saudi Arabia. Nor would 
it have been like this without human-
caused climate change, Otto added.

Because rainfall amounts varied over 
the region and the lack of data, the re-
port couldn’t put a fi gure on if climate 
change had increased the likelihood of 
downpours like this in Dubai, but Otto 
estimated that it’s probably about three 
times more likely to happen now than 
in pre-industrial times.

Speculation 
The report and its authors threw 

cold water on speculation that UAE 
cloud seeding had anything to do with 
the amount of rain or its likelihood. 
Many scientists dispute cloud seed-
ing’s effectiveness in general. Even 
so, the clouds in the storm system 
were not seeded, the report said. And 
the results of cloud seeding, if any, 
in general are more immediate, Otto 
said. And this storm was forecast days 
in advance. 

“This type of rainfall never comes 
from cloud seeding,” Almazroui said 
in a Thursday news conference.

While the authors use well-estab-
lished techniques and this is what 
scientists expect with climate change, 
when there’s a disagreement between 
computer simulations and observa-
tions, conclusions shouldn’t be drawn, 
said University of Victoria, Canada, 
climate scientist Andrew Weaver, who 
wasn’t part of the research.

It’s a strong enough case that green-
house gas emissions are a factor, sev-
eral other outside scientists said.

University of Melbourne, Australia, 
climate scientist Malte Meinshausen 
called Thursday’s study “a well-bal-
anced, impressively detailed and ad-
equately cautious assessment.”

Vampire facials tied
to HIV cases: CDC
NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): Three 
women were diagnosed with HIV after 
getting “vampire facial” procedures at 
an unlicensed New Mexico medical 
spa, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said in a report last week, 
marking the fi rst documented cases of 
people contracting the virus through 
cosmetic services using needles.

Federal health offi cials said in a new 
report that an investigation from 2018 
through 2023 into the clinic in Albu-
querque, VIP Spa, found it apparently 
reused disposable equipment intended 
for one-time use, transmitting HIV to 
clients through its services via con-
taminated blood.

Vampire facials, formally known as 
platelet-rich plasma microneedling fa-
cials, are cosmetic procedures intended 
to rejuvenate one’s skin, making it more 
youthful-looking and reducing acne 
scars and wrinkles, according to the 
American Academy of Dermatology.

After a client’s blood is drawn, a 
machine separates the blood into plate-
lets and cells. 

The plasma is then injected into the 
client’s face, either through single-use 
disposable or multiuse sterile needles.

Vampire facials have gained popu-
larity in recent years as celebrities such 
as Kim Kardashian have publicized re-
ceiving the procedure. 

HIV transmission via unsterile in-
jection is a known risk of beauty treat-
ments and other services, offi cials say. 

Despite this, the Academy says 
vampire facials are generally safe. 

Transmission
Health offi cials say spa facilities 

that offer cosmetic injection services 
should practice proper infection con-
trol and maintain client records to help 
prevent the transmission of blood-
borne pathogens such as HIV.

Platelet-rich plasma injections were 
initially most used medically for bone 
grafting and osteoarthritis, and then be-
came popular in cosmetic treatments. 

Other services, such as Botox and 
lip fi llers, are also delivered with nee-
dles, as are tattoos.

Though this procedure works for 
hair growth, its use for rejuvena-
tion purposes is not Food and Drug 
Administration-approved, said Zakia 
Rahman, a clinical professor of derma-
tology at Stanford University.

But as such procedures grow in 
popularity, she said, it is “important 
for people to know and understand a 
medical procedure should be done in a 
medical setting.”

The New Mexico Department of 
Health was notifi ed during summer 
2018 that a woman with no known HIV 
risk factors was diagnosed with an HIV 
infection after receiving the spa’s vam-
pire facial services that spring.

During the investigation, similar HIV 
strains were found among three women, 
all former clients of the spa. Evidence 
suggested that contamination from ser-
vices at the spa resulted in the positive 
HIV infection tests for these three pa-
tients, according to the CDC report.

This photo taken on April 28, shows an intelligent interaction tea art robot 
platform during a permanent exhibition at the Zhongguancun Exhibition 
Center in Beijing, capital of China. The permanent exhibition will be opened 
to the public recently, showcasing more than 430 technologies and prod-
ucts from more than 320 research institutions and enterprises in Beijing 
in cutting-edge fi elds such as artifi cial intelligence, quantum information, 
commercial aerospace, life and health, and synthetic biological manufac-
turing. Among them are some of the major achievements released or un-

veiled at the 2024 Zhongguancun Forum. (Xinhua)

New regulations enforced 

Probe launched

US tightens oversight of lab
test for accuracy and safety
WASHINGTON, April 30, (AP): Mak-
ers of medical tests that have long es-
caped government oversight will have 
about four years to show that their new 
offerings deliver accurate results, un-
der a government rule vigorously op-
posed by the testing industry.

The regulation fi nalized Monday 
by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion will gradually phase in oversight 
of new tests developed by laborato-
ries, a multibillion-dollar industry that 
regulators say poses growing risks to 
Americans. The goal is to ensure that 
new tests for cancer, heart disease, 
COVID-19, genetic conditions and 
many other illnesses are safe, accurate 
and reliable.

“The agency cannot stand by while 
Americans continue to rely on results 
from these tests without assurance that 
they work,” FDA Commissioner Robert 
Califf told reporters on a conference call.

Treatment
Califf said inaccurate tests can lead 

to unnecessary treatment or delays in 
getting proper care.

But in a signifi cant move, the FDA 
decided that the tens of thousands of 
tests currently on the market will not 
have to undergo federal review. The 
agency said it will essentially grandfa-
ther those tests into approval to address 
concerns that the new rule “could lead 
to the widespread loss of access to ben-
efi cial” tests.

Under the government’s plan, most 
newly developed tests that pose a high 
risk - such as those for life-threatening 
diseases - will need to be FDA ap-
proved within 3 1/2 years. Lower risks 
tests will have four years to obtain ap-
proval. 

All lab tests - old and new - will be 

required to register with the agency 
and report problems or errors. Based 
on this information, FDA offi cials said 
they will be able to target problematic 
tests.

“If we identify problems with the 
tests we can move forward to take 
action against them,” said Dr. Jeff 
Shuren, director of the FDA’s device 
center. “We think this overall strikes 
the right balance.”

The agency also won’t require ap-
proval of tests for which there are no 
alternatives, such as those for certain 
rare diseases.

The FDA already reviews tests and 
kits made by medical device manufac-
turers. 

But labs, large hospitals and univer-
sities that develop their own in-house 
tests have been able to market them 
without each one undergoing agency 
review. The industry has resisted ad-
ditional scrutiny for decades, saying 
it will stifl e innovation and drive up 
costs.

There are an estimated 80,000 medi-
cal tests currently available from about 
1,200 labs, according to the agency’s 
estimate. They include tests for com-
plex diseases, as well as simpler condi-
tions like high cholesterol and sexually 
transmitted infections.

In the 1970s and ’80s, most lab-
based tests were “lower risk, small vol-
ume” products used mostly for local 
patients, according to the FDA.

Over time, the tests have grown into 
a nationwide business, with labs pro-
cessing thousands of blood, urine and 
other samples per week from hospitals 
and clinics. Others advertise directly to 
consumers - including some claiming 
to measure the risk of developing ail-
ments like Alzheimer’s and autism.
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The two-day event witnesses many close encounters and nail-biting finishes

IBAK concludes 11th edition of IBAK Masters Cup tourney

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The In-
dian Badminton Association Kuwait 
(IBAK) successfully concluded the 
11th edition of IBAK Masters Cup 
Badminton Tournament at its Salwa 
Gym on the 11th and 12th of Apr, 
2024. The event witnessed players 
participating from all major clubs in 
Kuwait with over 200 players regis-
tered for this event.

The two-day event witnessed 
many close encounters and nail-
biting fi nishes which made it very 
exciting. The event also witnessed 
the clash of many young talents 
and veterans alike. The audience 

turnout and their constant cheer-
ing added further brilliance to the 
mood in the arena.

IBAK thanked all the untiring 
committee members who worked 
hard to mark the completion of 
yet another successful tournament 
under the leadership of the beloved 
Chairman, Dr. Manimara Chozhan 
and President Mr. Anesh Mathew. 
IBAK also thanked all the families 
and friends who came to witness 
this thrilling event and made this 
tournament a grand success.

IBAK also sincerely thanked the 
event sponsors Grand Hypermar-

ket and Eagle Burgmann.
The Indian Badminton Associa-

tion- Kuwait (IBAK) was founded 
in April 2010 as a non- profi t or-
ganization committed to the popu-
larization and development of the 
game of badminton in Kuwait.

IBAK can be reached on www.
ibakwt.org or ibakcommittee@
gmail.com

Flight 1 - Professional Doubles 
Winner

Rohan Vagvala, Shiva Shankar 
Runner-up:  Abdul Jabbar, Hisha-
mEzzi

Semifi nalist 1: Varun Shiva, 
Avaneeshwar; Semifi nalist 2: Har-
sath K, Surya Kanth

Flight 2 - Advance Men’s Doubles
Winner: MC Arun, Varghese 

Subin; Runner-up: Sebastian Binu, 
Abheek Isaac

Semifi nalist 1: Varghese Ajay, 
Mammen Ajin; Semifi nalist 2: 
Nurrohim Mohamed, Nasir Ari-
fuddin 

Flight 3 - Intermediate
Winner:  Justin Manuel, Prathap 

Kumar; Runner-up: Edwin Bobby, 
Varad Bharaskar

Semifi nalist 1: Jose Jeswin, Sa-
jeesh Kumar; Semifi nalist 2: Ra-
janRathesh, Singh Ranjith

Flight 4 - Lower Intermediate 
(Open to All):

Winner:  Raja Guru, Vijay Ku-
mar; Runner-up: Khan Pathan 
Moula, Siva Kumar

Semifi nalist 1: Lijo Jose, 
Praveen K., Semifi nalist 2: Alma 
Alma, Ahmed Ferose Ibrahim

Above 40 - Men’s Doubles
Winner: Ismail P, Varghese 

Subin; Runner-up: Nurrohim Mo-

hamed, SajeevPunnakkal
Semifi nalist 1: Varghese Ajay, 

Puthenveedu Ismail; Semifi nalist 
2: Manual Justin |Pratap Kumar

Singles (Open to All)
Winner:  Addison Sumesh; Run-

ner-up: Hisham Ezzi
Semifi nalist 1: Varun Siva, 

Semifi nalist 2: Rohan Vagvala
Ladies Doubles:
Winner: Sajeev Anjana, Vaga-

vela Sruthi; Runner-up:  Biju 
Neha, Rebello Nikita

Semifi nalist 1: Emperialde Gem-
ma, Vilanueva Joy; Semifi nalist2: 
Alma Alma, Nates Dave Grace

Left-right: The winners receive their prizes at the end of the tournament.

BADMINTON

Knight Riders limit Capitals
to 153 in ‘crushing’ victory

Delhi scored 220-plus in 2 of its last 3 games

KOLKATA, India, April 
30, (AP): Kolkata Knight 
Riders dismantled bat-
ting maestros the Delhi 
Capitals at home in a 
commanding seven-
wicket win in the Indian 
Premier League.

Delhi scored 220-plus in 
two of its last three games but 
crashed to 153-9, a total saved 
from embarrassment by No. 9 
batter Kuldeep Yadav lashing 
out for an unbeaten 35 off 26 
balls.

Kolkata raced to 157-3 in 16.3 
overs and cemented second place 
on the table. Phil Salt capitalized 
on a second-over dropped catch 
to smash 68, his fourth half-cen-
tury of the season.

Delhi stayed sixth.
Delhi made a rollicking start 

when Prithvi Shaw smashed 
three successive boundaries off 
fit-again Mitchell Starc’s first 
three legitimate balls in the first 
over that went for 19 runs.

Jake Fraser-McGurk then 
lofted Starc for a six and a sliced 
boundary over point in the left-
armer’s next over.

But Fraser-McGurk holed out 
to deep square leg as Starc found 
his groove.

The bowlers were brilliant.
Fellow fast bowler Vaib-

hav Arora (2-29), recalled after 
two games, found a thin edge 
off Shaw’s bat as he attempted 
a glance to fine leg, and also 

knocked the top of Shai Hope’s 
(6) stumps as Delhi slipped to 
3-37.

Spinner Varun Chakravarthy 
(3-16) and Narine (1-24) entan-
gled Delhi in the middle overs 
as it slumped to 111-8 before the 
last five overs.

Delhi captain Rishabh Pant 
got a life on 18 when Harshit 
Rana dropped him at short third 
man but miscued a fuller deliv-
ery by Varun and was caught at 
extra cover on 27.

Tristan Stubbs on 4 edged 
Varun to Phil Salt behind the 
wickets.

Rana compensated with 2-28. 
Only Andre Russell was expen-
sive, his one late over costing 10 
runs that helped Yadav and Delhi 

cross 150.
Kolkata’s chase was aided by 

Delhi.
Fast bowler Lizaad Williams’ 

first over went for 23 and he 
spilled a skier by Salt on 15 at 
mid-on.

Salt pounded five sixes and 
seven boundaries in a whirl-
wind 26-ball fifty as he and Sunil 
Narine plundered the power play 
for 79 without loss. Narine was 
out next ball for 15.

Salt was next to go for a 33-
ball 68, attempting to cut left-arm 
spinner Axar Patel and beaten by 
pace. By then it was 96-2 in the 
ninth over.

Captain Shreyas Iyer, 33 not 
out, and Venkatesh Iyer, 26 not 
out, saw out the win.

Career has been derailed by injuries

Archer picked by England for T20 World Cup
LONDON, April 30, (AP): Jofra 
Archer was selected in England’s 
provisional squad for the T20 
World Cup on Tuesday, setting up 
a much-awaited international re-
turn for one of cricket’s most excit-
ing bowlers whose career has been 
derailed by injuries.

The 29-year-old Archer has 
barely featured for England in any 
format since 2021, mainly because 
of ongoing issues with his right el-
bow for which he has undergone 
two operations. A back injury 
ruled him out of most of 2022.

The Barbados-born pacer was 
a breath of fresh air after switch-
ing nationality to be eligible for 
England ahead of the 2019 Cricket 
World Cup, which he helped his 
adopted country win on home soil. 
Then he played a starring role in 
the Ashes that year.

England will hope he stays fi t to 
play in a four-match Twenty20 se-
ries against Pakistan and then the 
World Cup, which is being held 
in the Caribbean and the United 
States.

England’s opening match is 
against Scotland on June 4 at Kens-
ington Oval in Barbados, which 
Robert Key - managing director 
of England men’s cricket - said 
would take on extra poignancy for 
Archer.

“He’s special,” Key said. “You 
do everything you can to try to 
get him back playing. We have 
taken the longer road this time. 
As always with Jofra, it’s fi ngers 
crossed until he’s out there play-
ing. You know when you’re wait-
ing for something really good to 
happen, you don’t quite believe it 
until it’s there.”

Archer, who hasn’t played com-
petitive top-level cricket since 
May 2023, is currently out of the 
limelight and playing some club 
matches in the Caribbean to get 
himself match-sharp. He might get 
some matches for English county 
team Sussex before the Pakistan 
series, when England will put his 
fi tness to the test.

In a recent interview, Archer 
said he didn’t know “if I’ve got an-
other stop-start year in me.”

“I know it has been a massive 
toll on him,” Key said. “He hasn’t 
been around for a while now but 
every single thing he does creates 
noise and I think mentally it’s been 
tough.

“That’s why we made sure we 
try and get it right, let him go back 
home, spend some time in Barbados, 
doing the training there rather than 
staying in England all the time. It’s 
always been a balance with Jofra, 
trying to take into account his mental 
well-being and actually how we get 
him ready for what we need. Fingers 
crossed he gets a bit of luck he de-
serves really.”

Also in the 15-man squad were 
Jonny Bairstow and Will Jacks, 
who have hit big knocks in the 
Indian Premier League in recent 
weeks. Left-arm spinning all-
rounder Tom Hartley is the sole 
uncapped player in the group.

Key said players featuring in 
the IPL - the list also includes Jos 
Buttler and Phil Salt - would be re-
turning to England for the Pakistan 
series starting on May 22, even if 
that means missing the latter stages 
of the IPL. The fi nal is on May 26, 
with the playoff matches begin-
ning May 21. 

Valladolid is next

SAO PAULO, April 30, (AP): 
Two-time World Cup win-
ner Ronaldo Nazário agreed 
to sell his stake in embattled 
Brazilian soccer club Cruzeiro 
on Monday. And he plans to 
do the same at Spain’s second 
division club Real Valladolid, 
which he has controlled since 
2018.

Ronaldo Nazário bought the 
indebted Cruzeiro’s soccer de-
partment in 2021 for about $78 
million and is reportedly sell-
ing it for almost $117 million.

The Brazil great started his ca-
reer at the Belo Horizonte-based 
club, but as an owner he has been 
accused by supporters of failing 
to invest as much as promised. 

“Maybe some (Cruzeiro fans) 
have exaggerated a little going 
against me, but this is irrelevant 
to me,” Ronaldo Nazário said in 
a news conference.

“I know most fans are grate-
ful to me and my team for put-
ting Cruzeiro back in the national 
and international scene. My goal 
was reached. That was always 
the idea - to bring Cruzeiro back 
and, at the right time, give it to 
the right person.”

He did not provide many de-
tails on how he will divest from 
Valladolid, where he bought a 
51% stake six years ago. 

“My answer will be a short 
one; Valladolid is next,” Ron-
aldo Nazario said. “I will take 
some time off (after selling both 
Cruzeiro and Valladolid).”

Fans of the Spanish club have 
criticized Ronado Nazário’s man-
agement for selling their players 
for high numbers, but failing to 
return some of that to their team, 
which was relegated twice since 
the Brazilian took over. 

The new owner of Cruzeiro’s 
soccer department is Pedro 
Figueiredo, a billionaire and ar-
dent fan who built one of Brazil’s 
biggest supermarket chains. He 
told Monday’s news conference 
it will take him 10 years to pay 
the club’s debts.

Ronaldo Nazário bought 
Cruzeiro’s soccer department 
in a business operation that 
Brazilians know as SAF, which 
creates public limited compa-
nies in clubs that are often on 
the brink of bankruptcy. Such 
a move separates the profi table 
soccer departments from the 
rest of the club, which remains 
under control of its associates.

Cruzeiro stockpiled trophies 
over the past two decades but 
was in Brazil’s second division 
from 2020-22 amid fears it 
could disappear due to its huge 
debt, which amounted to more 
than 1 billion Brazilian reals 
($200 million).

Ronaldo Nazário’s decision 
to chip in helped the club stay 
afl oat during its worst days. 

“Cruzeiro was in intensive 

care when I came. I halved the 
debts, the revenue increased 
fi ve times. I am leaving Cru-
zeiro in a comfortable hospital 
bedroom now,” he said. 

Six other top-fl ight clubs 
have sold their soccer depart-
ments in SAF operations in re-
cent years; Cruzeiro archrival 
Atletico Mineiro; Bahia, which 
is owned by the Manches-
ter City group; John Textor’s 
Botafogo; Cuiaba; Fortaleza; 
and Vasco da Gama.

Cruzeiro’s is Brazil’s fi rst SAF 
operation to change hands.

Cruzeiro fans showed on Sun-
day they were excited about Ron-
aldo Nazário leaving the club. 
A banner at Mineirao Stadium 
read “Bye, Ronaldo” during the 
team’s 3-1 win against Vitória in 
the Brazilian championship. 

Valladolid fans also pro-
tested against the Brazilian 
after their team was relegated 
in 2023. The Spanish club co-
leads the second division with 
Leganés on 64 points after 37 
matches. The top two teams 
will automatically be promoted 
to La Liga next season.

For many Cruzeiro supporters, 
Ronaldo Nazário was identifi ed 
more with local rival Corinthi-
ans, where the striker fi nished his 
professional career in 2011.

New owner Figueiredo de-
fended Ronaldo Nazário’s 
management of the club.

“I apologize on behalf of 
Cruzeiro fans,” Figueiredo 
said. “What some did to Ron-
aldo was not fair. He put his 
name in the business and he is 
upset with this situation. I hope 
tomorrow (the criticism) is not 
against me.”

Ronaldo sells stake in Brazil
club Cruzeiro amid criticism

Kolkata Knight Riders’ Venkatesh Iyer plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Delhi 
Capitals and Kolkata Knight Riders in Kolkata, India, Monday, April 29, 2024. (AP)

Kolkata Knight Riders’ Varun Chakaravarthy (second right), celebrates the 
wicket of Delhi Capitals’ Tristan Stubbs with teammates during the Indian 
Premier League cricket match between Delhi Capitals and Kolkata Knight 

Riders in Kolkata, India. (AP)

In this file photo, former 
Real Madrid player Ronaldo 
Nazário, now president of Val-
ladolid, looks out onto the pitch 
before a Spanish La Liga soc-
cer match between Valladolid 
and Real Madrid in Valladolid, 

Spain. (AP)

England will be captained by 
Buttler, with the team seeking a 
second T20 World Cup title.

Squad: Jos Buttler (captain), 
Moeen Ali, Jofra Archer, Jonny 

Bairstow, Harry Brook, Sam Cur-
ran, Ben Duckett, Tom Hartley, 
Will Jacks, Chris Jordan, Liam 
Livingstone, Adil Rashid, Phil 
Salt, Reece Topley, Mark Wood.

CRICKET
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Ali Al-Kharafi  with Ali and Hussein Al-Kharafi 

Kuwait Equestrian Center prepares for exciting season fi nale

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Next Saturday, all atten-
tion will converge on the Kuwait Equestrian Center 
track for the eighth and fi nal round of the third edition 
of the local league. Here, champions will be honored, 
marking the conclusion of the season. Following this, 
riders will transition to foreign summer camps in prep-
aration for the upcoming season.

Ali Jassim Al-Kharafi , the star of the Kuwait Eques-
trian Club, continues to illuminate the world of show 
jumping both locally and abroad. This success is at-
tributed to the meticulous preparation and equipping of 
his horses, the establishment of camps, and unwaver-
ing family support since the inception of his equestrian 
journey. Transitioning from a mere hobbyist to a sea-
soned professional, he has earned the moniker “Leba-
non” since his entry into the fi eld several years ago.

The Kuwait Club maintains its customary domi-
nance in equestrian sports, evident from the season’s 
results. Likewise, Knight Ali Al-Kharafi  sits comfort-
ably atop the standings with 150 points, a signifi cant 

lead over his competitors, securing his third consecu-
tive league title. He stands alone as the sole knight to 
claim this honor, elevating the stature of his club to 
the pinnacle.

Within the Kuwait Club, numerous knights, such as 
Ghazi Al-Jariwi and Yara Al-Hunaidi, fi ercely vie for 
the top fi ve positions. The legacy of success extends 
beyond the seasoned champions, as a new genera-
tion emerges poised to carry on the club’s illustrious 
journey. Led by Hussein Ahmed Al-Kharafi  and Ali 
Ahmed Al-Kharafi , alongside Fatima Al-Khunaini, 
Faisal Al-Khunaini, Muhammad Al-Mulaifi , Muham-
mad Al-Rifai, Badra Al-Awadi, Ghanima Al-Mar-
zouq, Dalal Safar, and Abdullah Al-Hamad, they bear 
the responsibility of upholding the club’s tradition of 
excellence.

EQUESTRIAN

Uzbekistan, Japan qualify for men’s Oly
soccer by reaching U23 Asian Cup fi nal

Chinese striker confesses losing sleep over wasted chance against S. Korea

DOHA, April 30, (Agen-
cies): Uzbekistan qualifi ed 
for men’s Olympic soccer 
after years of near-misses 
by reaching the Under-23 
Asian Cup fi nal.

The Uzbeks beat Indonesia 2-0 
in the semifi nals in Doha, Qatar, 
and will face Japan for the title on 
Friday.

Japan secured an eighth consec-
utive Olympic appearance with a 
2-0 win over Iraq.

The top three teams qualify au-
tomatically for the Paris Games, 
and Iraq and Indonesia will meet 
in Thursday’s playoff to decide the 
remaining place.

Uzbekistan has had an unlucky 
run. It won the biennial Asian tour-
nament in the non-Olympic years 
of 2018 and 2022. In 2020, the 
team fi nished fourth, missing out 
on the Tokyo Games after losing 
the playoff against Australia.

There was no heartbreak this 

time. After Indonesia found the 
back of the net but had a goal dis-
allowed for offside, Khusain Nor-
chaev scored midway through the 
second half to give Uzbekistan the 
lead. 

Indonesia’s hopes of an equaliz-
er were set back when Rizky Ridho 
was sent off in the 84th, leaving 
his team with 10 men. Uzbekistan 

doubled the margin four minutes 
from time when Pratama Arhan 
conceded an own goal.

Uzbekistan captain Abdurauf 
Buriev was delighted to secure 
an historic Olympic berth but still 
wanted the Asian title.

“It’s a very big moment in my 
career but I cannot say anything 
(more) because it was a very emo-
tional match and we still have one 
game to prepare for,” the midfi eld-
er said. “There was no pressure on 

me by being the captain, it gave me 
some additional motivation and I 
focused on the game and obtaining 
the victory.”

Japan scored twice in the fi rst 
half to take control against Iraq, 
with captain Joel Fujita instrumen-
tal in creating chances for Mao Ho-
soya and Ryotaro Araki.

The Indonesia-Iraq loser will 
face Guinea in a playoff in May 
with a place in Paris at stake. 

Indonesia, which upset Australia 
in the group stage and then edged 
South Korea in a shootout after 
their quarterfi nal fi nished 2-2, is 
aiming to reach the Olympic tour-
nament for the fi rst time since the 
1956 Games in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia.

Meanwhile, Chinese forward 
Behram Abduweli said he was un-
able to sleep well for three days 
after wasting a scoring chance in 
a group game against South Korea 
during the U23 Asian Cup earlier 
this month.

The 21-year-old striker was put 
on a solo run by a through pass 
from teammate in the 15th minute 
of that game on April 19, only to 
see his shot blocked by the South 
Korean goalkeeper.

 “To be honest, I didn’t get 
enough sleep for three days after 
that match, keeping thinking about 
the reasons for my failed shot,” he 
said.

 “I still need to work hard to be 
more clinical before the goal. The 
number six player of the South 
Korean team, Lee Young-jun, did 
well in this aspect and is a good 
example for me,” he said.

 Lee scored twice from as many 
scoring chances the South Korean 
side created throughout the game 
for a 2-0 win over China.

 China failed to reach the knock-
out stage as they lost to Japan 
and South Korea before beating 
the United Arab Emirates in their 
group games.
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Karrar Mohammed Ali (left), and Japan’s Ryotaro Araki run for the ball during a U-23 Asian Cup semi-fi nal match between Iraq and Japan in Doha, Qatar. 
(AP)

Valencia beaten 4-2

Lewandowski hat-trick puts Barca back to second
MADRID, April 30, (Xinhua): A 
second half hat-trick from Robert 
Lewandowski helped FC Bar-
celona come back from a goal 
down to beat Valencia 4-2  in 
the former Olympic Stadium in 
Montjuic.

The result sees Barca move 
back above Girona in La Liga 
ahead of its game in Girona next 
weekend and also means that 
Real Madrid can’t assure the La 
Liga title in its match at home to 
Cadiz next week.

 Barcelona opened the scoring 
in the 21st minute when Fermin 
Lopez again showed his intel-
ligence around the penalty area 
when he darted in between two 
defenders to head home Raphin-
ha’s pinpoint cross.

Barca’s lead didn’t last long 
in a rainy Montjuic after Hugo 
Duro leveled fi ve minutes later.

Valencia’s top scorer chased 
down a long ball over the top and 
although Marc Andre Ter Stegen 

got to the ball with time to spare, 
he tried to clip the ball over the 
striker’s leg, only to give Duro 
the gift of an open goal to put the 
ball into.

 Another ball over the top saw 
Peter Gonzalez through on goal 
before being wiped out by Ron-
ald Araujo in the Barca area, with 
Pepelu stepping up to put Valen-

cia ahead from the spot.
 The game took another dramat-

ic turn in the last minute of the half 
when Valencia goalkeeper, Giorgi 
Mamardashvili’s control let him 
down and he committed handball 
outside his area as Lamine Yamal 
looked to beat him.

 Referee De Burgos Bengoe-
txea had no option but to send 

Mamardashvili off, leaving Va-
lencia to play the second half 
with 10 men.

Barcelona levelled three min-
utes into the second half when 
Lewandowski fl icked home a 
near-post corner, with Valen-
cia claiming a positional offside 
from Fermin.

The second half was one-way 
traffi c, with Barcelona playing in 
the Valencia half, although de-
fended with two ordered lines to 
deny them spaces.

The visitors should have gone 
back ahead with 17 minutes left 
to play when Peter and Diego 
Lopez combined to leave the lat-
ter through on goal, only for Pe-
dri to make a last-gasp challenge 
as Lopez looked certain to score.

Lewandowski headed in his 
second of the game in the 82nd 
minute after Araujo won a chal-
lenge against substitute keeper 
Jaume Domenech, leaving him 
with a simple fi nish.

 Lewandowski completed his 
hat-trick in injury time with a 
free kick into the top-corner that 
gave Domenech no chance.
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Barcelona’s Ronald Araujo fi ghts for the ball with Valencia’s Pepelu during 
a Spanish La Liga soccer match between Barcelona and Valencia at the 

Olimpic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain. (AP)

Kazma’s Dehelis commits to building 
a winning culture with young talent

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Kazma 
coach Mohamed Dehelis has af-
fi rmed his commitment to integrat-
ing young players into the upcom-
ing matches of the Zain Premier 
League’s relegation group. Since 
taking charge of the “Orange” 
team last December, Dehelis has 
actively promoted talents such as 
Dhari Al-Raqam, Salem Al-Khat-
lan, Youssef Al-Kandari, Talal 
Al-Qaisi, Nawaf Thamer, Jarrah 
Al-Hilaili, Yousef Al-Khatib, and 
Fahd Al-Fadhli.

Emphasizing the importance of 
cultivating a winning mentality, 
Dehelis aims to instill this culture 
in the team’s remaining three fi x-
tures of the season. He underlines 
that securing survival in the Pre-
mier League marks just the begin-
ning, not the conclusion, of the 
team’s journey.

Following Kazma’s recent 2-0 
victory over Al-Shabab in the third 
round of relegation group matches, 
the team stands atop the standings 
with 29 points, boasting a comfort-
able 14-point lead over Khaitan.

Dehelis plans to conduct a 
thorough assessment of all squad 
members and devise a comprehen-
sive plan for the upcoming season. 
However, he stresses that the pri-
mary focus remains on delivering 

outstanding results in the remain-
ing matches of the current tourna-
ment.

Expressing gratitude to the 
players for their dedication and 
performance, Dehelis expresses 
optimism for the team’s continued 
success in the future.

In other news, Kazma adminis-
tration has terminated its contract 

with Colombian professional Han-
sel Zapata, with both parties reach-
ing an agreement on his future par-
ticipation with the team. Zapata, 
who enjoyed a stellar season with 
Al-Nasr, fi nishing second in the 
league’s top scorers’ chart with 17 
goals, will not be part of Kazma’s 
plans for the next season.

With an eye toward future suc-
cess, Kazma has initiated prepa-
rations for the upcoming season 
following its early exit from the 
Emir’s Cup and missed opportuni-
ties in the league. Negotiations are 
underway with a “super” foreign 
player, with an offi cial announce-
ment expected soon.

Notably, Kazma began the sea-
son with several foreign profession-
als before making strategic adjust-
ments during the winter transfer 
period in January, reinforcing the 
squad with new signings.

 The joy of Kazma players with the fi rst goal against Al-Shabab.

Kuwait Volleyball Federation strategizes 
preparation for junior team tournaments

By Khaled El Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Train-
ing and National Teams Committee of 
the Volleyball Federation convened 
at the federation’s headquarters in the 
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Complex to 
discuss the preparation plan for Ku-
wait junior team. The meeting was 
attended by the technical staff of the 
national team, led by Khaled Al-Mu-
tairi and his assistant Mishal Al-Sabti, 
along with the players.

Kuwait junior volleyball team is 
gearing up for the upcoming Arab 
Championship for players born in 
2008-2009, set to take place in Jordan 
from July 7th to July 20th. Addition-
ally, they are preparing for the Asian 
Under-18 Championship scheduled in 
Bahrain from July 28th to August 4th.

Chairman of the Training and Na-
tional Teams Committee, Nayef Al-
Failakawi, affi rmed that the meeting 
would cover the training plan, which 
will be executed in two phases. The 
fi rst phase will span three days to fi nal-
ize the initial player list before a hiatus 

for academic tests. Following this, the 
team will resume training as part of the 
second phase of the preparation plan.

The initial roster for the junior vol-
leyball team comprises 40 players 
from various clubs, including Burgan, 
Al-Jahra, Al-Shabab, Al-Arabi, Al-
Qadisiya, Kazima, Kuwait Club, and 
Yarmouk. These players will undergo 
rigorous training to represent Ku-
wait with excellence in the upcoming 
championships.
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Kuwait Volleyball Association logo.

Best of the Rest

Genoa survive: Genoa guaranteed 
its Serie A status for another year 
by beating Cagliari 3-0 thanks to its 
Scandinavian contingent.

Genoa’s fi rst home win since Feb. 
24 ensured top-fl ight football at Sta-
dio Luigi Ferraris next season.

Norwegian Morten Thorsby got 
the opener with a textbook header 
in the 16th minute and Dane Morten 
Frendrup doubled their lead 11 min-
utes later with a neat side-foot fi nish 
in a busy penalty area.

Icelandic striker Albert Gud-
mundsson got his 14th goal of the 
league in the second half.

Cagliari was languishing in 14th 
place, just three points above the rel-
egation zone. 

Only six points separate Cagliari 

and second-to-last Sassuolo. Bot-
tom club Salernitana has been rel-
egated and two other teams will join 
it. There are four games remaining. 
(AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Barbosa cleared by CAS: Bra-
zilian soccer player Gabriel Barbosa 
can resume playing pending an ap-
peal against his ban for a breach of 
doping rules, the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport said on Tuesday.

The Flamengo and Brazil forward, 
known as Gabigol, is challenging a 
two-year ban imposed in March by 
an anti-doping tribunal in Brazil.

He was judged to have evaded 
a doping control in April 2023 and 
banned until April next year. He de-
nied a charge of doping fraud. (AP)



THE FIRST ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IN FREE KUWAIT Published by: Arab Times Publishing House

Editor-in-Chief
AHMED AL JARALLAH

Editorial Office:
Airport Road, Shuwaikh
P.O. Box 2270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait

Telephone: 24813566 & 24849144
Fax: 24818267
E-mail: arabtimes@arabtimesonline.com

Advertising: Tel: 24813815
Fax: 24845708
E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

Annual Subscriptions:
Individuals KD 45/- Companies and Offi cial
Departments KD 75 Airmail charges extra for 
overseas

Tel: 24849144
Fax: 24839487

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2024 16

SportsJapan’s Kuryu Matsuki (left), and Jo-
sef al-Imam jump for the ball during 
a U-23 Asian Cup semi-fi nal match 
between Iraq and Japan in Doha, Qa-
tar. Japan won 2-0. (AP)
— See Page 15

Kuwait Club players celebrate with the championship trophy.

Kuwait Club handball youth team completes a remarkable double
By Khaled El Anzi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Kuwait 
Club handball youth team beat Al-
Qurain  26-17 at the Martyr Fahd Al-
Ahmad Center in Daiya to clinch the 
Federation Cup title for the 2023-2024 
sports season, completing a remark-
able “double” following its earlier 
triumph in the league.  Meanwhile, 
Khaitan secured third place by defeat-
ing Al-Nasr 31-19.

Following the fi nal match, Khaled 
Talib, Treasurer of the Handball Fed-
eration, and Abdullah Al-Dhiyab, 
Assistant Secretary, presented the 
championship trophies to the top three 

teams. The ceremony was attended by 
Abdulaziz Yalos, Director of Handball 
at Al-Qurain Club, Faisal Al-Anazi, 
and Director of the Junior Sector at 
Kuwait Club, and Ali Al-Mansouri, 
Director of Handball at Khaitan Club.

Faisal Al-Enezi expressed gratitude 
to the Chairman and members of the 
Board of Directors of Kuwait Club and 
Al-Ameed fans, dedicating this achieve-
ment to them after the club’s exceptional 
double success in both the league and 
cup competitions. He attributed itsdomi-
nance in the game to the unwavering 
support and dedication from the club’s 
management and staff, enabling it to 
build a championship-winning team un-
der the banner of the White Castle.

HANDBALL

‘Some transfer rules
may breach EU law’
BRUSSELS, April 30, (AP): 
FIFA rules on transfers can con-
fl ict with European Union legis-
lation relating to competition and 
freedom of movement because 
they limit possibilities for play-
ers to change clubs, and for clubs 
to hire, a senior EU legal adviser 
said on Tuesday. 

Advocate General Maciej Szpu-
nar gave his opinion after French 
soccer player Lassana Diarra le-
gally challenged FIFA rules.

The Diarra case went through 
FIFA judicial bodies before the 
2016 election of FIFA president 
Gianni Infantino, who has made 
it a priority to modernize transfer 
market rules.

Former France international 
Diarra signed a four-year con-
tract with Lokomotiv Moscow 
in 2013. The deal was terminated 
a year later after Diarra was un-
happy with alleged pay cuts.

Lokomotiv Moscow applied to 
the FIFA dispute resolution cham-
ber for compensation and the 
player submitted a counterclaim 
seeking compensation for unpaid 
wages. The Court of Arbitration 
for Sport found the Russian club 
terminated the contract with Diar-
ra “with just cause” and the player 
was condemned to pay 10.5 mil-
lion euros ($11.2 million).

Murray hits another game-winner as
Nuggets bounce Lakers from playoffs

Thunder sweep Pelicans, Celtics stretch lead

DENVER, April 30, (AP): Ja-
mal Murray scored 32 points 
despite a strained calf and 
sank the game-winner with 
3.6 seconds left as the defend-
ing NBA champion Denver 
Nuggets bounced LeBron 
James from the playoffs again 
with a 108-106 win over the 
Los Angeles Lakers in Game 
5 Monday night. 

James’ two free throws tied it at 
106 with 26 seconds left and the 
Nuggets, just as they did in Game 
2, eschewed the timeout and Mur-
ray took the ball on a high screen 
and roll to his left, shaking Austin 
Reaves and he crossed through the 
lane and swished the 14-footer.

It was Murray’s buzzer beater that 
won Game 2.

“This one was a little better,” Murra 
said as confetti swirled around him and 
his celebrating teammates.

Nikola Jokic, who committed an 
uncharacteristic seven turnovers, nar-
rowly missed his 19th career playoff 
triple-double with 25 points, 20 re-
bounds and nine assists and Michael 
Porter Jr. scored 26.

James had 30 points and 11 assists 
and Davis had 17 points and 15 re-
bound but appeared bothered down the 
stretch after banging his left shoulder 
into MPJ in the second half. 

The Nuggets advanced to face the 
Minnesota Timberwolves in the sec-
ond round starting next weekend. That 
series starts in Denver, where the Nug-
gets are a Western Conference-best 
36-8, including 3-0 in the playoffs.

Not that it’s been easy.
The Nuggets trailed for about three-

fourths of the minutes in this series, 
they scuffl ed through extended shoot-
ing slumps and they’re a banged-up 
bunch that can defi nitely use the rest.

The Nuggets, who swept the Lakers 
in the Western Conference fi nals last 
summer on their way to winning the 
franchise’s fi rst NBA championship, 
beat the Lakers for the 12th time in 
their last 13 games.

Thunder 97, Pelicans 89
In New Orleans, Jalen Williams 

highlighted a 24-point performance 
with a back-breaking 3 with three min-
utes left, and the Oklahoma City Thun-
der beat the New Orleans Pelicans to 
complete a four-game sweep of their 
fi rst-round playoff series.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 24 

points and 10 rebounds for Oklahoma 
City, which trailed by fi ve in the fourth 
quarter before suddenly seizing control 
with a combination of stifl ing defense 
and opportunistic shooting.

New Orleans led 80-75 and had a 
chance to take what would have been 
the biggest lead for either team when 
Jose Alvarado blocked Gilgeous-Alex-
ander and sent CJ McCollum the other 
way on a two-on-one break. 

McCollum could not convert at the 
rim, however. Soon after, Chet Hol-
mgren’s putback and Josh Giddey’s 
3 tied it at 80 and ignited a decisive 
18-2 run, capped by Williams’ second-
chance 3, that put the Thunder up 93-
82 with 3:08 left.

New Orleans, which played the en-
tire series without star power forward 
Zion Williamson, never recovered.

Giddey and Holmgren each scored 
14 points. Holmgren also had nine re-
bounds.

McCollum scored 20 for New 
Orleans, which continued to be 
plagued by poor 3-point shooting. The 
Pelicans hit just eight of 34 shots from 
deep (23.5%).

Jonas Valanciunas had 19 point and 
13 rebounds but might have produced 
more had he not been limited by foul 
trouble to 26 minutes on the court. Naji 
Marshall hit half of the Pelicans’ 3s 
and fi nished with 16 points.

Celtics 102, Heat  88  
In Miami, Derrick White scored a 

career-high 38 points, Jayson Tatum 
added 20 points and 10 rebounds, and 
the Boston Celtics beat the Miami 
Heat 102-88 on Monday night to take 
a 3-1 lead in their Eastern Conference 
fi rst-round series.

Jaylen Brown scored 17 points and 
Jrue Holiday had 11 for the top-seeded 
Celtics, who lost Kristaps Porzingis 
in the fi rst half to what the team said 
was a right calf injury. Boston won at 
Miami for the sixth straight time and 
improved to 14-3 in their last 17 games 
on the Heat’s home fl oor.

Bam Adebayo fi nished with 25 
points, 17 rebounds and fi ve assists 
for Miami, which had a sellout crowd 
- including Lionel Messi - but played 
again without injured starters Jimmy 
Butler (knee) and Terry Rozier (neck). 
The Heat managed only 84 points in 
Game 3 and struggled again on of-
fense in Game 4. Tyler Herro scored 
19 points and Caleb Martin had 18 for 
the eighth-seeded Heat.

The Celtics can advance to the sec-
ond round on Wednesday when they 
host Game 5. The Boston-Miami win-
ner will meet the Cleveland-Orlando 
winner in the East semifi nals; that 
Cavaliers-Magic series won’t end until 
at least Friday.

But the Celtics now have an injury 
concern, with Porzingis lifting his jersey 
over his face in exasperation after getting 
hurt late in the fi rst half. And with 5:04 
left, the drama ramped up again when 
Tatum tried to shoot a 3-pointer after a 
foul was called. Adebayo defended the 
dead-ball play, and Tatum rolled his left 
ankle - but stayed in the game - after 
Adebayo stepped into his landing area. 

BASKETBALL

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeB-
ron James (left), fi elds a pass as 
Denver Nuggets guard Jamal Mur-
ray (right), tries to make a steal in 
the fi rst half of Game 5 of an NBA 
basketball fi rst-round playoff series 

in Denver. (AP)

Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander (2) goes to the 
basket in the fi rst half of Game 4 of 
an NBA basketball fi rst-round play-
off series against the New Orleans 

Pelicans in New Orleans. (AP)

Manama edge Kuwait Club  
in thriller to force a decider

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: In the fi nal 
round of the West Asian Basketball 
Championship for the Gulf region, the 
Bahraini team Manama dealt a blow 
to Kuwait Club, securing 77-73 vic-
tory at the Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah 
Halls Complex, setting the stage for a 
compelling third playoff encounter in 
Bahrain next week.

Joining the fi nal duo, along with Ka-
zma III, Manama now advances to the 
fi nal round, which will feature three 
teams from the Levant region, alongside 
champions from India and Kazakhstan. 
Scheduled for a rally system format in 
June, the championship promises exhila-
rating competition.

Manama showcased dominance 
from the onset, establishing an early 
lead of 5-0 within the fi rst three min-
utes through staunch defense and swift 
counterattacks. Kuwait Club’s Ameri-
can player Marcus Hunt managed to 
notch a free throw, yet Manama, led 
by the dynamic trio of Cadi Lallan and 
the Adnan brothers Muhammad and 
Hamad, surged ahead to a command-
ing 12-5 lead, fi nishing the quarter 

with a 22-15 advantage.
A resilient Manama leveled the play-

ing fi eld in the second quarter, drawing 
even at 32-32 midway through the pe-
riod. However, Al-Abyad retained its 
edge, concluding the quarter with a 
39-35 lead.

The third quarter witnessed intense 
competition; with Manama’s Ahmed 
Haji’s stellar performance securing a 
48-45 lead. Despite a spirited effort 

from Al-Abyad, led by professionals 
Lallan and American Anthony Carr, 
Manama maintained its dominance, 
fi nishing the quarter with a 63-54 ad-
vantage.

The fi nal quarter saw heightened ex-
citement as Manama extended their lead 
to 12 points at 70-58 through robust de-
fense. However, Al-Abyad staged a dra-
matic comeback, with Muhammad Ad-
nan’s triples leveling the score at 73-73 
less than a minute before the fi nal whis-
tle. In the end, a missed opportunity by 
American Hunt allowed Manama to cap-
italize, securing victory with four crucial 
free throws in the closing seconds.

Manama player is well guarded by a Kuwait Club defender. 

BASKETBALL
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